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may be engaged with the content on the television. This
system 1s simple, non-intrusive, and can used to measure

engagement with each television 1n a multi-television house-
hold.
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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR
MULTI-TELEVISION MEASUREMENTS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application 1s a U.S. National Application Filed
Under 35 U.S.C. 371 of International Application No. PCT/

US18/28513, filed Apr. 20, 2018, which claims the priority
benefit, under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), of U.S. application Ser. No.
62/487,710, which was filed on Apr. 20, 2017, and 1s
incorporated herein by reference 1n 1ts entirety.

BACKGROUND

Conventional methods of television audience measure-
ments include using people meters and diaries, including
electronic diaries, to collect data from the audience. These
active methods typically involve have a viewer make an
entry into a diary or actuating a button or switch whenever
the viewer watches television. Unfortunately, these tech-
niques fail i1f the viewer doesn’t record entries properly,
which 1s often the case.

Other techniques involve acquiring image data of the area
in front of a television and trying to identity the people
watching television in the images. Although these passive
methods are more likely to produce reliable and complete
results than active methods, acquiring images of the televi-
sion viewing area 1s olten too invasive for televisions in
more private locations, such as bedrooms or rooms where
children may watch. Storing and analyzing image data also
raises concerns about privacy, especially if the images are
transmitted or stored by potentially vulnerable computer
networks.

SUMMARY

The current technology addresses problems with active
television audience measurement techniques and passive,
image-based television audience measurement techniques. It
1s also simple, non-invasive, and inexpensive enough to
deploy throughout an entire residence instead of 1n just one
or two prime locations within a residence. This makes 1t
possible to assess viewer presence and/or engagement with
cach television 1n the residence instead of being limited to
assessing viewer presence and/or engagement with just a
single television 1n the residence.

As disclosed 1n greater detail below, a viewer’s smart-
phone, wearable, or other personal device talks to a com-
puting device, which may take the form of a USB or HDMI
compute stick hooked up to the television, and to a WiFi
router. (The computing device may also plug into a power
outlet near the television instead of directly into the televi-
sion.) The viewer’s personal device emits or receives a
low-power beacon signal (e.g., a Bluetooth Low Energy
beacon). The personal device or compute stick measures the
distance to the wviewer’s personal device based on the
received beacon signal strength or forwards the received
beacon signal strength measurements to a server that calcu-
lates the distance.

If the distance 1s short enough (e.g., <10 {t.), a processor
in the compute stick may determine that the viewer 1s 1n the
room with the television. And 1f multiple devices measure
the received beacon signal strength simultaneously, the
personal device, compute stick, or server can triangulate to
estimate the viewer’s location with respect to the television
as opposed to just estimating the distance between the
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viewer and the television. The compute stick also samples
the audio signal emitted by the television to determine 11 the
television 1s on and, if so, which program 1s playing. I1 the
television 1s on while the viewer 1s 1n the room (e.g., for a
long enough period, such as one minute or more), the
compute stick determines that the viewer 1s engaged with the
television.

If the viewer’s personal device 1s a wearable device, that
wearable device may also measure the wearer’s heartbeat
and relay the heartbeat information to the compute stick. The
compute stick may use the heartbeat as a proxy for the
viewer’'s engagement with the television. For instance, a
faster heartbeat may indicate that the viewer 1s excited by
and more fully engaged with the program on the television,
whereas as a slower, steadier heartbeat may indicate that the
viewer 1s less engaged with or not watching the program on
the television.

In some cases, the viewer’s personal device includes an
accelerometer, gyroscope, inertial measurement unit, or
other device that senses position, attitude, acceleration,
velocity, and/or other movement data. In these cases, the
compute stick may collect movement (e.g., acceleration)
data from the personal device when the personal device 1s
within range of the compute stick. Alternatively, or in
addition, the personal device may transmit this movement
information directly to the server via the internet. The
compute stick and/or server may process this movement
information to estimate (1) whether or not the viewer 1is
wearing or holding the personal device and, 1f so, (2)
whether the viewer’s motion indicates that the viewer i1s
watching the television. For instance, 1f the motion infor-
mation indicates that the personal device 1s pertectly still,
the compute stick/server may determine that the viewer 1s
not wearing or holding the personal device and hence that
the viewer may not actually be watching television. Simi-
larly, 1 the motion information indicates that the personal
device 1s moving rapidly, the viewer may not be watching
television. And 1f the motion information indicates that the
viewer 1s moving gently (e.g., shifting side-to-side, breath-
ing, etc.), the compute stick/processor may determine that
the viewer 1s watching the television.

The compute stick stores information about the viewer’s
proximity to the television and what, 11 anything, 1s playing
on the television. It transmits this information to a server via
the WikF1 router. The server performs additional processing
on the transmitted data, including triangulating the viewer’s
location based on received signal strength indication (RSSI)/
distance measurements ol a single personal device from
many compute sticks and/or Bluetooth beacons. The server
may also apply information about walls and other obstacles
to refine the estimate of the viewer’s location relative to the
television.

The system 1s completely passive—it doesn’t need view-
ers to do anything other than keep their personal devices
charged and with them—so 1t doesn’t sufler from many of
the drawbacks associated with active systems. And because
it doesn’t collect image data, it can be used 1 bedrooms and
other areas where privacy 1s a concern. The compute stick 1s
also small and simple enough to be deployed with every
television 1n a house. Using a personal device for passive
data collection also increases the measurement compliance
rate, making data collection more reliable and potentially
less expensive by reducing the number of households
needed to collect a statistically significant sample and by
reducing the viewer compensation per household and the
total viewer compensation for a survey.
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An example method of sensing viewer proximity to a
display playing a video 1s as follows and includes receiving
at least one beacon signal transmitted between a computing
device and a personal device carried or worn by a viewer
while the video 1s playing on the display. The computing
device can receive the beacon signal from the personal
device. Alternatively, or 1n addition, the personal device may
receive a lirst beacon signal from the computing device and,
optionally, a second beacon signal from a beacon. The
computing device acquires samples of an audio signal (e.g.,
at a sampling rate of 0.1 Hz) associated with the video
playing on the display and determines that the display 1s
playing the video based on the samples of the audio signal.
The computing device or another processor (e.g., a server
communicatively coupled to the computing device) esti-
mates, based on the at least one beacon signal, a proximity
of the viewer to the display while the display 1s playing the
video. For instance, the computing device may estimate the
proximity of the viewer to the display based on a recerved
signal strength indication of the beacon signal.

Such a method may also include storing, 1n a memory of
the computing device, an indication of the beacon signal and
the samples of the audio signal. The computing device can
transmit the indication of the beacon signal the samples of
the audio signal to a server that estimates the proximity of
the viewer to the display. The computing device or the server
can 1dentity the video based on the samples of the audio
signal and may assess engagement of the viewer with the
video playing on the display based on the proximity of the
viewer to the display.

This method may include measuring, with the personal
device, a heartbeat of the viewer and/or movement of the
personal device. This heartbeat and/or motion information
can be used to assessing engagement of the viewer with the
video playing on the display.

Such a method may also include communicating another
beacon signal between the personal device and another
computing device associated with another display while
another video 1s playing on the other display. In these cases,
the other computing device or a server may estimate a
proximity of the viewer to the other display based on the
other beacon signal and assess engagement of the viewer
with the other video playing on the other display based on
the proximity of the viewer to the other display.

An example device for assessing engagement of a viewer
with a video playing on a display includes an antenna, a
memory, a network interface, and a processor that 1s oper-
ably coupled to the antenna, the memory, and the network
interface. In operation, the antenna, which 1s disposed 1n
proximity to the display, communicates at least one wireless
beacon signal with a personal device carried or worn by the
viewer. (The antenna can receive or transmit the wireless
beacon signal from or to the personal device.) The processor
estimates a proximity of the viewer to the display based on
the wireless beacon signal, acquires samples of an audio
signal associated with the video, and determines an 1dentity
of the video based on the samples of the audio signal. The
memory stores representations of the proximity of the
viewer to the display and the i1dentity of the video. And the
network interface transmits the representations to a server
configured to assess the engagement of the viewer with the
video playing on the display based on the proximity of the
viewer to the display and the i1dentity of the video.

Another embodiment includes a method of estimating
engagement ol a viewer with a display playing a video. This
method includes receiving, by a wearable device worn by
the viewer, a first wireless beacon signal broadcast by a
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computing device while the video 1s playing on the display.
The wearable device also receives a second wireless beacon
signal broadcast by a beacon while the video 1s playing on
the display. The computing device acquires samples of an
audio signal associated with the video playing on the dis-
play; these samples are used to determine that the display 1s
playing the video. The computing device or a server esti-
mates, based on the first beacon signal and the second
beacon signal, a location of the viewer with respect to the
display while the display 1s playing the video. Meanwhile,
the wearable device measures a heartbeat of the viewer,
movement of the wearable device, or both. The viewer’s
location, heartbeat, and/or wearable device movement are
used to assess engagement ol the viewer with the video
playing on the display.

The wearable device may transmit measurements of the
first beacon signal and the second beacon signal to a server.

If desired, the computing device may determine an 1den-
tity of the video based on the samples of the audio signal and
transmit the 1dentity of the video to a server.

The wearable device can also receive a third beacon
signal from another computing device associated with
another display while another video 1s playing on the other
display. This third beacon signal can be used to estimate a
location of the viewer with respect to the other display. And
this location information can be used to assess engagement
of the viewer with the other video playing on the other
display.

Another embodiment includes a system for assessing
engagement with a viewer. This system includes a first
display, a second display, a first computing device, a second
computing device, a beacon, a personal device, and a server.
In operation, the first display plays a first video, and the first
computing device, which 1s operably coupled to the first
display, transmits a first wireless beacon signal. Likewise,
the second display plays a second video, and the second
computing device, which 1s operably coupled to the second
display, transmits a second wireless beacon signal. The
beacon transmits a third wireless beacon signal. And the
personal device, which can be worn or carried by the viewer,
receives the first beacon signal, the second beacon signal,
and/or the third beacon signal and measures a heart rate
and/or motion of the viewer. The a server, which 1s com-
municatively coupled to the personal device, the first com-
puting device, and the second computing device, assesses
the engagement of the viewer with the first video and the
second video based on the first beacon signal, the second
beacon signal, and/or the third beacon signal and the heart
rate and/or motion of the viewer.

In some cases, the first computing device 1s configured to
acquire samples of a first audio signal associated with the
first video and to determine an identity of the first video
based on the samples of the first audio signal. Sitmilarly, the
second computing device can be configured to acquire
samples of a second audio signal associated with the second
video and to determine an 1dentity of the second video based
on the samples of the second audio signal.

All combinations of the foregoing concepts and additional
concepts discussed in greater detail below (provided such
concepts are not mutually inconsistent) are part of the
inventive subject matter disclosed herein. In particular, all
combinations of claimed subject matter appearing at the end
of this disclosure are part of the inventive subject matter
disclosed herein. The terminology used herein that also may
appear 1n any disclosure incorporated by reference should be
accorded a meaning most consistent with the particular
concepts disclosed herein.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS

The skilled artisan will understand that the drawings
primarily are for 1llustrative purposes and are not intended to
limit the scope of the inventive subject matter described
herein. The drawings are not necessarily to scale; 1n some
instances, various aspects of the inventive subject matter
disclosed herein may be shown exaggerated or enlarged 1n
the drawings to facilitate an understanding of diflerent
teatures. In the drawings, like reference characters generally
refer to like features (e.g., functionally similar and/or struc-
turally similar elements).

FIG. 1A shows a system that uses a wearable device to
detect and report the presence or absence of a viewer 1n the
vicinity of a television based on beacon signals emitted by
the wearable device.

FIG. 1B shows a system that uses a wearable device to
detect and report the presence or absence of a viewer 1n the
vicinity of a television based on beacon signals recerved by
the wearable device.

FIG. 2A 1s a photograph of a wearable device suitable for
use with the systems shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B.

FIG. 2B 1s a block diagram of the wearable device shown
in FIG. 2A.

FIG. 3A 1s a block diagram of one of the computing
devices shown m FIGS. 1A and 1B.

FIG. 3B 1s a screenshot of a server status page for the
TVision server shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B.

FI1G. 4 illustrates a process for detecting and reporting the
presence or absence of a viewer 1n the vicinity of a television
based on beacon signals transmitted or received by the
viewer’s personal device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Measuring Viewer Engagement Based on Beacons
from Personal Devices

FIG. 1A 1llustrates a system 100 that uses a viewer’s
personal electronic device (e.g., a smartphone or wearable
device, such as a fitness tracker or smart watch) to detect and
report the presence or absence of a viewer 1n rooms with
televisions (TVs) 102q and 1026 (collectively, televisions
102). The system 100 includes three major components: a
personal device, such as a wearable device 110 or smart-
phone 112, for each viewer 1n the household, a computing
device 120q, 12056 (collectively, computing devices, set-top
devices, or dongles 120) for each television 102 in the
household, and a server 130. The dongles 120 communicate
with the server 130 via a WiF1 modem 140 and an internet
connection 142.

In operation, each wearable device 110 emits a beacon
signal 111, such as Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE) advertise-
ment packets or other suitable wireless signals, that uniquely
identifies the wearable device 110. If the viewer has a
smartphone 112 but not a wearable device 110, an app on the
smartphone 112 may cause the smartphone 112 to emit the
beacon signal 111. The wearable device 110 may also
acquire and record physiological data about the wearer,
including but not limited to the wearer’s heart rate, tem-
perature, and activity level. It may transmit some or all of
this physiological data to the computing device 120.

If the wearable device 110 1s within range of a given
computing device 120, the computing device 120 detects the
beacon signal 111 and posts the presence status to the server
130 via the WiF1 modem 140. Each computing device 120
that detects the beacon signal 111 may store a representation
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of the recerved signal 1n a local memory. This representation
may include the UUID associated with beacon signal 111,
the RSSI of the beacon signal 111, and a timestamp indi-
cating when the dongle 120 detected the beacon signal 111.

In some cases, the computing device 120 estimates the
viewer's proximity to the corresponding TV based on the
presence or absence ol the beacon signal 111. That 1s, the
computing device 120 may count a personal device as
“present” regardless of its RSSI so long as it detects the
beacon signal 111. In other examples, the computing device
120 monitors and filters the RSSI and detects the presence
of the viewer based on an RSSI threshold with hysteresis.
This RSSI threshold may be calibrated based on where the
viewer sits with respect to the computing device 120, where
the computing device 120 1s plugged 1n, and the RF envi-
ronment 1n which 1t 1s used.

The computing device 120 reports the viewer’s proximity
to the server 130 along with some or all of the other data
stored 1n the local memory. For instance, the computing
device 120 may report sumply that the viewer (or more
precisely, the viewer’s wearable device 110 or smartphone
112) 1s within a predetermined radius of a given television
102 in the household at a particular time. Or the computing
device 120 may transmit all of the information stored in the
local memory to the server 130 for further processing. In
these cases, the computing device 120 may provide the
stored information to the server 130 with or without com-
puting the viewer’s proximity to the television 102 or
determining whether or not the viewer 1s present. Instead,
the server 130 may compute the viewer’s proximity to the
television 102 and determine whether or not the viewer 1s
present. Whether or not the computing device 120 computes
the viewer’s proximity to the television 102 or determines
whether or not the viewer 1s present, the server 130 can
produce refined estimates of the viewer’s proximity and
presence based on updated or adjusted processes for calcu-
lating the viewer’s location long after the beacon measure-
ments are made.

The computing device 120 also samples the soundtrack of
the video, either with an audio cable or a microphone (not
shown). It uses these samples to determine 1f the television
102 1s showing a video—if the sound 1s ofl, then the
television 102 1s probably off too or the viewer 1s not
(completely) engaged with the video. If the television 102 1s
playing a video, the computing device 120 identifies the
video by comparing the samples to a database or library of
audio samples from candidate videos. The computing device
120 stores 1dentifying information about the video and
information about when the video was playing (e.g., time-
stamps of the videos start time, stop time, and/or duration).
If desired, the computing device 120 continuously or con-
tinually overwrites the audio samples to conserve available
memory and protect the viewer’s privacy. The computing
device 120 may also overwrite or erase the video identity
information to conserve available memory and protect the
viewer’s privacy.

The computing devices 120 may transmit information
about the proximity of viewers to the televisions 102 and the
videos playing on the televisions 102 to the server 130 in
real-time. They may also store this information locally and
transmit stored data to the server 130 on a regular or
semi-regular basis, e.g., in the early morming when upstream
bandwidth 1s readily available. The server 130 processes and
correlates the viewer proximity and viewer identity infor-
mation for many households to assess which shows have the
highest viewer engagement and how that engagement breaks
down among different demographic groups, etc. The server
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130 can serve a status page that displays which known
wearable devices 110 are present 1n real time, as well as an
event log with historical data about each wearer’s location
and viewing activities. If the server 130 receives proximity
information for a single wearable device from more than one
computing device 120, the server 130 may triangulate the

wearable device’s position for a more accurate estimate of
the viewer’s location.

Measuring Viewer Engagement Based on Beacons
from Computing Devices

FIG. 1B shows an alternative system 101 that uses a
viewer’s personal electronic device (e.g., wearable device
110 or smartphone 112) to collect beacon signals from
computing devices 120 and one or more beacons 122 for
detecting and reporting the presence or absence of a viewer

in rooms with televisions 102. The beacons 122 can be
ofl-the-shelf Bluetooth beacons, such as the Naxa® Beacon
Bluetooth® NA-4010 black tracking tag. They may be
installed throughout the residence, including 1n rooms with
televisions 102 and 1n spaces without televisions (e.g.,
centrally located crawl spaces).

In operation, the beacons 122 and, optionally, the com-
puting devices 120 emit Bluetooth beacon signals 111 whose
strengths decrease with distance and due to walls and other
obstructions. The wearable device 110 (and/or smartphone
112) passively receives the beacon signals 111 from these
beacons 122 and computing devices 120, and simply for-
wards them to the closest computing device 120 or the
viewer’'s smartphone 112, either or both of which can
compute the viewer’s location based on the beacon signals
received by the wearable device 110. For instance, the
computing device 120 may triangulate based on the angles
from which the wearable device 110 received the beacon
signals 111 or may determine the distance to each computing
device 120 and beacon 122 based on the RSSI, then trilat-
crate based on the distances. The computing device 120
and/or smartphone 112 can also forward this raw beacon
signal data to the server 130, which in turn determines the
viewer’s location based on the beacon signals 111 recerved
by wearable device 110. Alternatively, or 1n addition, the
wearable device 110 can compute the viewer’s location

based on the received beacon signals 111.

Wearable Device

FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate an example of a wearable
device 110 suitable for use 1n the system 100 of FIG. 1A. In
this case, the wearable device 110 1s a Hexiwear wearable
development platform created by MikroFElektronika for Blu-
ctooth Low Energy (BLE) applications. The device 110
contains a Bluetooth radio 202, battery 204, microcontroller
206, organic light-emitting diode (OLED) display 208,
vibration motor 210, and various sensors, including an
accelerometer 212 that measures changes 1n the wearable
device’s motion and a heart rate sensor 214 that measures
the viewer’s heart rate. Its firmware 1s a slightly modified
version of Hexi_ BLE_Example developed using the MBED
platform.

When used in the system 100 shown in FIG. 1A, the
device 110 advertises 1ts presence via the Bluetooth radio
202 using a standard BLE advertising packet used in the
Hexiwear demonstration firmware, and unique devices can
be 1dentified by theirr media access controller (MAC)
addresses. The device’s Bluetooth radio 202 can also receive

BLE advertising packets from beacons and computing
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devices, e.g., when used 1n the system 101 shown 1n FIG.
1B. To simulate the presence or absence of a wearable

device, 1ts advertising can be enabled or disabled using the
bottom right cap touch button on the Hexiwear. When
advertising 1s active, the light-emitting diode (LED) at the
bottom-center of the Hexiwear 1s illuminated. To conserve
the wearable device’s battery 204, the OLED screen 208
power can be toggled using the bottom left cap touch button.

The wearable device 110 1n FIGS. 2A and 2B uses both
AltBeacon format and the Hexiwear standard advertising
packet. A common 1ssue with personal devices like the one
shown 1n FIGS. 2A and 2B 1s that their physical locations
can easily be tracked, causing security concerns for viewers.
To alleviate this concern, the wearable 1 device 110 may use
a beacon protocol that requires a secondary resolution, e.g.,
Eddystone-FID, along with private resolvable addressing for
obscuring the personal device’s MAC address.

Those of skill in the art will appreciate that FIGS. 2A and
2B show just one or many possible implementations of
suitable personal devices. For mstance, the personal device
may be mmplemented on the viewer’s smartphone, smart-
watch, fitness tracker, or other personal device as an Android
or 10s app. I the app 1s loaded onto to more than one of the
viewer’s personal devices (e.g., a smartphone and a fitness
tracker as shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B), the personal devices
could act in concert to emit or receive the beacon signal,

collect physiological data (e.g., heartbeats), etc. as shown 1n
FIGS. 1A and 1B.

Computing Devices

FIG. 3A shows one of the computing devices 120 from
FIGS. 1A and 1B. It icludes a processor 302, which is

coupled to an antenna 304, a solid-state memory 306, and a
network intertace 308, such as a WiFi antenna or ethernet
connection. The processor 302 can be any suitable micro-
controller and controls operation of the computing device’s
other components. It may transmit and/or receive beacon
signals and other signals via the antenna and estimate the
viewer’s proximity to the television based on the beacon
signals. The memory 306 can stores raw beacon signal data,
such as RSSIs and timestamps indicating when the beacon
signals were detected, as well as estimates of the viewer’s
location with respect to the television. The processor 302
may transmit some or all of this information to the server
130 (FIGS. 1A and 1B) via the network interface 308.

The computing device 120 can be implemented as a
dongle with a universal serial bus (USB) or high-definition
multimedia mtertace (HDMI) interface 310 that plugs into a
USB or HDMI port on a television 102. The computing
device 120 can receive electrical power from the television
120 via eitther of these connections. The computing device
120 can also be implemented as a more conventional set-top
box (STB) or set-top unit (STU) that receives power from a
separate outlet and 1s not connected directly to a television
102.

Each computing device 120 includes may also include a
microphone or audio interface 312 that connects with the
corresponding television’s audio jack and receives an audio
output from the corresponding television. The computing
device 120 uses the microphone or audio interface 312 to
sample the audio signal, e.g., at a rate of 0.1 Hz to once every
few minutes or hours (e.g., once every ten seconds, once
every minute, once every ten minutes, once every half hour,
once every hour, and so on), depending on the time of day,
presence or absence of a user, whether the television 1s on or
ofl, and/or the last sample. The computing device 120 may




Uus 11,770,574 B2

9

also sample the audio signal 1n response to receiving a
Bluetooth beacon signal 111 from the wearable device 110
as 1n the system 100 of FIG. 1A or 1n response to receiving
measurements of Bluetooth beacon signals 111 from the
wearable device 110 as 1n the system 101 of FIG. 1B.

The computing device 120 may recogmize whether or not
a video 1s playing on the television 120 based on the samples
and 1dentity that video by comparing the samples to a
database using audio fingerprinting. The computing device
120 stores the identity of the video and information about
when the video played on the television (e.g., the timestamp
of the program fingerprint matched using the audio samples,
such as 13:00:23 EST; information about the program, such
as program name and episode ftitle; and the timestamp of
when this information was recorded, such as 13:05:10 EST)
and transmits this information to the server 130 wvia the
network interface 308 for further processing.

In some cases, each computing device 120 provides a
graphical user interface (GUI) viewable on the correspond-
ing television 102 and accessible via the television’s remote
control. Thus GUI may display mformation about the status
of the computing device 120 and of the wearable device(s)
110. It may also display some or all of the information stored
in the computing device’s local memory. And it may enable
a user or viewer to configure the computing device, includ-
ing its WiF1 settings and memory settings, such as when and
how frequently the computing device 120 sample audio
data, transmits data to the server 130, checks for firmware
updates from the server, etc.

Each computing device 120 can be implemented as an
Intel Compute Stick with a preinstalled operating system,
such as Android, Linux, or Microsoft Windows 10, which 1s
compatible with the TVision AudioRecognizer application.
To 1t 1s attached a receiver, such as a Silicon Labs BLED112
Bluetooth Dongle for BLE communication. This dongle 1s
unique in that 1t contains a microcontroller running the entire
Bluetooth stack and can communicate with the host system
via a virtual serial port rather than the standard HCI inter-
tace, which requires native drivers. This makes 1t platform
independent and facilitates rapid development. (BLED112
can be eliminated by using the internal Bluetooth in the
Compute Stick and the Universal Windows Platform Blu-
ctooth API, which 1s the preferred way of developlng BLE
applications for Windows 10. This can be done using C# and
may be possible in C++ as well.)

The computing device 120 1s controlled with a Python-
based set-top application that scans for present devices using,
the PyGatt library and posts data to the server using the
Requests library. Python 3 can be installed on the computing
device 120 using Anaconda. This scanning and posting
occurs with a period of 10 seconds, to allow suflicient time
for beacon detection.

When booted, the computing device 120 automatically
logs mmto Windows, starts the set-top application responsible
for monitoring beacon signals and collecting audio samples,
and opens the status page from the server 1n a full screen web
browser window. In this way, the television 102 to which the
computing device 120 1s connected can be used to monitor
the beacon status easily. The computing device 120 may also
run TVision AudioRecognizer software, which identifies
television shows based on the audio samples using audio
fingerprinting techmaques.

Those of skill in the art will readily appreciate that this 1s
just one possible implementation of the computing device
120 and that other implementations are also possible. These
other implementations may have diflerent hardware and/or
software configurations. For instance, they may use a dif-
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ferent operating system, such as Android, Linux, or 10s.
They may also perform more or less processing locally,
depending on the overall system configuration.

Server

The server 130 can be implemented as a custom web
application executed by a computer processor and written 1n
Python and employing the Flask Microframework. The
server provides an HTTP-based application programming,
interface (API) for querying a list of known beacon media
access controller (MAC) addresses and universally unique
identifiers (UUIDs) (in this case the two Hexiwear devices
and two AltBeacon UUIDs) and posting their status (present
or not present). It also serves an auto-refreshing status
webpage that can be used to monitor beacon presence 1n real
time. The web application 1s hosted and served on port S000
on a DigitalOcean virtual private server running Ubuntu.

For ease of access, this server uses the 09x.org domain
owned by Emergent Devices, and the status page S (a
screenshot of which appears in FIG. 3B) can be accessed at
http://09x.0rg:5000. Any nternet-connected device can be
used to observe the server status page. Simply navigate to
http://09x.0rg: 5000 1n a web browser. The device log can be
cleared by clicking the ‘Restart Server’ button on the status
page.

Those of skill in the art will readily appreciate that this 1s
just one possible implementation of the server 130 and that
other implementations are also possible. These other imple-
mentations may have different hardware and/or software
configurations. For instance, they may use a different plat-
form, including a different application server, different cloud
vendor, or different operating system, such as Android,
Linux, or 10s. They may also perform more or less process-
ing locally, depending on the overall system configuration.

Computing Device Installation and System
Operation

FIG. 4 illustrates a process 400 for setting up and oper-
ating the systems shown 1n FIGS. 1A and 1B. The process
starts with installation (402) of the computing devices, e.g.,
according to the following procedure:

Computing Device Installation

1. Ensure that the BLED112 and Sabrent dongles are

installed in the computing device (compute stick). Plug
the compute stick into an HDMI or USB port on the
television.

2. Power on the television and change 1ts input to the one
corresponding to the compute stick.

3. Connect the compute stick power adapter to mains
power. Observe that windows boots, the application
starts, and a full screen browser window with the server
status page opens.

4. One time only: when 1installed 1n a new location, the
computing device will need to be connected to a Wi-F1
network to work properly. One way to do this 1s using
the Intel Remote Keyboard app for Android or 10S.
Configure Wi-F1 as with any Windows desktop, then
restart the compute stick.

If desired, beacons may be deployed (404) through some
or all of the residence where viewer engagement 1s being
measured. Likewise, each wearable devices 1s charged, e.g.,
with a USB power source and tested, e.g., by toggling its
beacon signal (advertisement) on and off. For the wearable
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device shown 1n FIG. 2A, the beacon signal 1s toggled using
the bottom right cap touch button on the Hexiwear wearable
device.

Once the computing devices and beacons have been
installed and the wearable devices are ready, the system 1is
ready to measure viewer engagement. The process 400
continues with communicating beacon signals (416) with
personal devices that are worn or carried by the people 1n the
household. As explained above, the personal devices may
receive wireless beacon signals broadcast by the computing
devices and beacons or the computing devices may receive
wireless beacon signals broadcast by the personal devices.
For example, If desired, a phone can be used to emit a
beacon signal (e.g., AltBeacon, Beacon Simulator on
Android) that the computing device can recognize (e.g., by
creating AltBeacons with UuID
Tb45207628d2472eb4c7969a4205d215 or
181391032245489bb59ab0dc0365b4a9 and toggling them
on and off to simulate their presence). The received beacon
signals are then used to estimate the personal device’s
proximity to one or more of the televisions in the residence
(426). This estimation can be done locally, e.g., by one or the
computing devices or personal devices, or by the system
SErver.

At the same time, the computing devices sample the audio
signals for the different televisions in the household (412,
414) and determine the identities of the programs playing on
those televisions (422, 424). The personal device measures
the viewer’s heart rate and/or motion (428). The server,
personal device, and/or computing device uses data about
the program identities, heart rate, motion, and viewer prox-
imity to the television(s) to assess the viewer’s engagement
with at least one of the shows playing on the television(s).

Conclusion

While wvarious inventive embodiments have been
described and illustrated herein, those of ordinary skill 1n the
art will readily envision a variety of other means and/or
structures for performing the function and/or obtaining the
results and/or one or more of the advantages described
herein, and each of such varnations and/or modifications 1s
deemed to be within the scope of the inventive embodiments
described herein. More generally, those skilled 1n the art will
readily appreciate that all parameters, dimensions, materials,
and configurations described herein are meant to be exem-
plary and that the actual parameters, dimensions, materials,
and/or configurations will depend upon the specific appli-
cation or applications for which the inventive teachings
is/are used. Those skilled 1n the art will recognize, or be able
to ascertain using no more than routine experimentation,
many equivalents to the specific mventive embodiments
described herein. It 1s, therefore, to be understood that the
foregoing embodiments are presented by way of example
only and that, within the scope of the appended claims and
equivalents thereto, inventive embodiments may be prac-
ticed otherwise than as specifically described and claimed.
Inventive embodiments of the present disclosure are directed
to each individual feature, system, article, material, kat,
and/or method described herein. In addition, any combina-
tion of two or more such features, systems, articles, mate-
rials, kits, and/or methods, 11 such features, systems, articles,
materials, kits, and/or methods are not mutually 1nconsis-
tent, 1s included within the mventive scope of the present
disclosure.

Also, various mventive concepts may be embodied as one
or more methods, of which an example has been provided.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

The acts performed as part of the method may be ordered 1n
any suitable way. Accordingly, embodiments may be con-
structed 1n which acts are performed 1n an order different
than 1llustrated, which may include performing some acts
simultaneously, even though shown as sequential acts 1n
illustrative embodiments.

All definitions, as defined and used herein, should be
understood to control over dictionary definitions, definitions
in documents incorporated by reference, and/or ordinary

meanings ol the defined terms.

The indefinite articles “a” and “an,” as used herein in the
specification and 1n the claims, unless clearly indicated to
the contrary, should be understood to mean *“at least one.”

The phrase “and/or,” as used herein 1n the specification
and 1n the claims, should be understood to mean “either or
both” of the elements so conjoined, 1.e., elements that are
conjunctively present 1n some cases and disjunctively pres-
ent 1n other cases. Multiple elements listed with “and/or”
should be construed 1n the same fashion, 1.e., “one or more”
of the elements so conjoined. Other elements may optionally
be present other than the elements specifically 1dentified by
the “and/or” clause, whether related or unrelated to those
clements specifically identified. Thus, as a non-limiting
example, a reference to “A and/or B”, when used 1n con-
junction with open-ended language such as “comprising’”
can refer, in one embodiment, to A only (optionally includ-
ing elements other than B); 1n another embodiment, to B
only (optionally including elements other than A); 1n vet
another embodiment, to both A and B (optionally including
other elements); etc.

As used herein 1n the specification and in the claims, “or”
should be understood to have the same meaning as “and/or”
as defined above. For example, when separating items 1n a
list, “or” or “and/or” shall be interpreted as being inclusive,
1.¢., the inclusion of at least one, but also including more
than one, of a number or list of elements, and, optionally,
additional unlisted items. Only terms clearly indicated to the
contrary, such as “only one of” or “exactly one of,” or, when
used in the claims, “consisting of,” will refer to the inclusion
ol exactly one element of a number or list of elements. In
general, the term “or” as used herein shall only be inter-
preted as indicating exclusive alternatives (1.e. “one or the
other but not both™) when preceded by terms of exclusivity,
such as “either,” “one of,” “only one of,” or “exactly one of.”
“Consisting essentially of,” when used 1n the claims, shall
have 1ts ordinary meaning as used 1n the field of patent law.

As used herein 1n the specification and 1n the claims, the
phrase “at least one,” 1n reference to a list of one or more
elements, should be understood to mean at least one element
selected from any one or more of the elements in the list of
clements, but not necessarily including at least one of each
and every eclement specifically listed within the list of
clements and not excluding any combinations of elements 1n
the list of elements. This defimition also allows that elements
may optionally be present other than the elements specifi-
cally identified within the list of elements to which the
phrase “at least one” refers, whether related or unrelated to
those elements specifically 1dentified. Thus, as a non-limit-
ing example, “at least one of A and B” (or, equivalently, “at
least one of A or B,” or, equivalently “at least one of A and/or
B”’) can refer, in one embodiment, to at least one, optionally
including more than one, A, with no B present (and option-
ally including elements other than B); in another embodi-
ment, to at least one, optionally including more than one, B,
with no A present (and optionally 1including elements other
than A); 1n yet another embodiment, to at least one, option-
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ally mmcluding more than one, A, and at least one, optionally
including more than one, B (and optionally including other
clements); etc.

In the claims, as well as 1n the specification above, all
transitional phrases such as “comprising,” “including,” “car-
rying,” “having,” “containing,” “mnvolving,” “holding,”
“composed of,” and the like are to be understood to be
open-ended, 1.e., to mean including but not limited to. Only
the transitional phrases “consisting of” and *“‘consisting
essentially of” shall be closed or semi-closed transitional
phrases, respectively, as set forth 1n the United States Patent

Oflice Manual of Patent Examining Procedures, Section
2111.03.

The 1nvention claimed 1s:

1. A system for assessing engagement of a viewer with a

video playing on a display, the system comprising:

a computing device communicatively coupled to a tele-
vision and dedicated to monitoring activity on the
television and the environment of the television, the
computing device comprising,
an antenna, disposed in proximity to the display, to

transmit and receive communicate at least one wire-
less beacon signal with to and from one or more of
a personal device carried or worn by the viewer and
a mobile phone associated with the viewer;

a processor, operably coupled to the antenna, to esti-
mate a proximity of the viewer to the display based
on the at least one wireless beacon signal;

a microphone operably coupled to the processor to
sample audio while the video 1s playing, wherein the
processor generates audio fingerprints from the
audio, and wherein the audio fingerprints are used to
identily the video;

a memory, operably coupled to the processor, to store
data comprising the proximity of the viewer to the
display, the i1dentity of the video a timestamp 1ndi-
cating when the data was collected, and the audio
fingerprints; and

a network interface, operably coupled to the processor,
wherein the computing device 1s embodied 1n a
compute stick and communicates with the display
via a means selected from a group comprising, a
WiF1 connection, an HDMI port and a USB port; and

a server remote from a location of the computing device
and communicatively coupled to the computing device
via the network interface, wherein the server receives
the data under predetermined circumstances and oper-
ates on the data, wherein operating comprises one or
more of using the audio fingerprints to i1dentify the
video, using the proximity of the viewer to the display
and the timestamp to assess the engagement of the
viewer with the video playing on the display, and
wherein the server 1s commumcatively coupled to
multiple computing devices, wherein a status page of
the server can be accessed by an iternet-connected
device, wherein the status page shows a log that records
the presence or absence ol multiple viewers and times
when the multiple user arrived or left, wherein the log
1s maintained by the system and i1s not maintained or
regulated by a social media platform or any other
online entity that 1s accessible to anyone not partici-
pating in the system, and wherein the log can be cleared
by restarting the server from the status page.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the display 1s a first

display, the video 1s a first video, and the at least one wireless
beacon signal comprises a first wireless beacon signal, a
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second wireless beacon signal, and a third wireless beacon
signal, and further comprising;

a first computing device, operably coupled to the first
display, to transmit the first wireless beacon signal to
the antenna;

a second display to play a second video;

a second computing device, operably coupled to the
second display, to transmit the second wireless beacon
signal;

a beacon to transmit the third wireless beacon signal;

wherein the personal device 1s configured to measure at
least one of a heart rate of the viewer or a motion of the
viewer; and

the processor 1s configured to assess the engagement of
the viewer with the first video and the second video
based on the at least one of the first beacon signal, the
second beacon signal, or the third beacon signal
received by the personal device and the at least one of
the heart rate of the viewer or the motion of the viewer
measured by the personal device.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein:

the first computing device 1s configured to acquire
samples of a first audio signal associated with the first
video and to determine an identity of the first video
based on the samples of the first audio signal; and

the second computing device i1s configured to acquire
samples of a second audio signal associated with the
second video and to determine an 1dentity of the second
video based on the samples of the second audio signal.

4. A method of estimating engagement of a viewer with a

particular program playing on a display device, the method
comprising;

recerving, by a viewer device comprising one or more of
a wearable device worn by the viewer and a mobile
phone associated with the viewer, a first wireless bea-
con signal broadcast by a computing device while the
program 1s playing on the display device, wherein the
computing device 1s embodied 1n a compute stick and
communicates with the display device via a means
selected from a group comprising, a WiF1 connection,
an HDMI port and a USB port;

receiving, by the viewer device, a second wireless beacon
signal broadcast by a beacon while the program 1s
playing on the display device;

acquiring, by the computing device, samples of an audio
signal associated with the program playing on the
display;

determining an i1dentity of the program based on the
samples of the audio signal;

estimating, based on the first beacon signal and the second
beacon signal, a location of the viewer with respect to
the display while the display 1s playing the program;

measuring, with the wearable device, at least one of a
heartbeat of the viewer or movement of the wearable
device;

assessing engagement of the viewer with the program
playing on the display based on the location of the
viewer with respect to the display and the at least one
of the heartbeat of the viewer or the movement of the
viewer device wherein the display device 1s one of
multiple display devices within a residence, the viewer
1s one of multiple viewers within 1n the residence, the
second wireless beacon signal 1s one of multiple second
wireless beacon signals, and wherein each viewer 1s
identifiable by the computing device;

providing by a server a status page of the server that can
be accessed by an internet-connected device, wherein
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the status page shows a log that records the presence or transmitting the audio fingerprints, the identity of the
absence of multiple viewers and times when the mul- program, the location of the viewer, and the 1dentity of
tiple users arrived or left, and wherein the log can be the viewer to the server under predetermined circum-
cleared by restarting the server from the status page, stances.

wherein the log 1s maintained by the system and 1s not 4
maintained or regulated by a social media platform or
any other online entity that 1s accessible to anyone not
participating in the system. | _ o
5. The method of claim 4, further comprising;: 9. The method of claim 4, further comprising:
transmitting measurements of the first beacon signal and receiving, by the viewer device, a third beacon signal

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising generating,
and storing a timestamp that indicates when the location of
the viewer and the audio samples were collected.

. : . 10 : . : :
the second beacon signal from the viewer device to the from another computing device associated with another
Server, Whgreln the server 1s remote from the. remdenc::e,, display device while another program is playing on the
and wherein the computing device communicates with other display device;

the server via a network interface.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein determining an identity
of the program based on the samples of the audio signal
comprises generating audio fingerprints and comparing the
fingerprints to information 1n a database.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising;:

storing the audio fingerprints, the 1dentity of the program,

the location of the viewer, and an 1dentity of the viewer
in a memory of the computing device; and I T T

estimating a location of the viewer with respect to the
5 other display device based on the third beacon signal;
and

assessing engagement of the viewer with the other pro-
gram playing on the other display device based on the
location of the viewer with respect to the other display

20 device.
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