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EXHAUST RESTRICTION DEVICE FOR
IMPROVED SENSOR SIGNAL

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to vehicle exhaust systems having
a valve associated with an oxygen sensor.

BACKGROUND

Vehicles may include internal-combustion engines such
as gasoline or diesel engines. The engine powers one or
more wheels of the vehicle via a powertrain. The combus-
tion of fuel within the engine produces waste gases typically
referred to as exhaust. An associated exhaust system carries
the exhaust from an exhaust manifold to a tailpipe that vents
the exhaust to the atmosphere. The exhaust system may
include an oxygen sensor that measures the amount of
oxygen 1n the exhaust. The sensor 1s 1n communication with
a vehicle controller that controls operation of the engine
based on reading from the oxygen sensor and other factors.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment, an engine exhaust system
includes a catalytic converter, an exhaust conduit connected
upstream of the catalytic converter, and an oxygen sensor
extending mto the exhaust conduit at a first axial position of
the exhaust conduit. A valve 1s located within the exhaust
conduit at the first axial position. The valve includes a
movable throttle plate having a bypass notch formed on a
periphery of the plate. The valve has an open position, and
a closed position in which the bypass notch 1s placed
adjacent to the oxygen sensor to guide exhaust over the
OXygen Sensor.

According to another embodiment, an engine exhaust
system 1ncludes an exhaust manmifold defining a sensor
opening, an oxygen sensor received in the sensor opening,
and a valve located within the exhaust manifold at a location
corresponding to the sensor opening. The valve including an
open position, and a closed position 1 which an effective
cross-sectional area of the exhaust manifold 1s reduced to
concentrate exhaust flow over the oxygen sensor.

According to yet another embodiment, an engine exhaust
system includes a catalytic converter, exhaust conduit con-
nected upstream of the catalytic converter and having first
and second parallel passages, and an oxygen sensor extend-
ing into the first passage. A valve 1s located within the
second passage. The valve includes a closed position 1n
which the exhaust gases are routed through the first passage
and an open position 1n which exhaust gases are routed
through both the first and second passages.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a diagrammatical view of an engine
system according to one or more embodiments of this
disclosure.

FIG. 2A 1s a cross-sectional view of an exhaust valve and
oxygen sensor assembly with the valve 1n the closed posi-
tion.

FI1G. 2B 1s a cross-sectional view of the exhaust valve and
oxygen sensor assembly with the valve 1n the open position.

FIG. 3 illustrates a diagrammatical view of an engine
system according to one ore more alternative embodiments
of this disclosure.
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2
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present disclosure are described
herein. It 1s to be understood, however, that the disclosed
embodiments are merely examples and other embodiments
can take various and alternative forms. The figures are not
necessarily to scale; some features could be exaggerated or
minimized to show details of particular components. There-
fore, specific structural and functional details disclosed
herein are not to be mterpreted as limiting, but merely as a
representative basis for teaching one skilled 1n the art to
variously employ the present invention. As those of ordinary
skill 1n the art will understand, various features illustrated
and described with reference to any one of the figures can be
combined with features illustrated 1n one or more other
figures to produce embodiments that are not explicitly
illustrated or described. The combinations of features 1llus-
trated provide representative embodiments for typical appli-
cations. Various combinations and modifications of the
features consistent with the teachings of this disclosure,
however, could be desired for particular applications or
implementations.

Referring to FIG. 1, an engine system 20 includes an
engine 22 having an intake manifold 24 and an exhaust
manifold 26. The exhaust manifold 26 forms a portion of an
exhaust system 28 that routes the exhaust gases produced by
the engine 22 to the atmosphere. The exhaust system 28 may
include one or more pipes 30, a catalytic converter 32, a
mufller 34, and a tailpipe 36. The exhaust carrying compo-
nents of the exhaust system 28 may be referred to as exhaust
conduit. The exhaust manifold 26 may bolt to a block of the
engine 22 and includes individual runners 38 associated with
cach of the cylinders 40. These runners may conjoin within
the exhaust manifold 26. The catalytic converter 32 may
connect directly to the end of the exhaust manifold 26 to
tacilitate light-ofl and reduce emissions or may be connected
by an exhaust pipe.

The exhaust system 28 includes one or more oxygen
sensors 42 that measure the amount of oxygen in the
exhaust. One or more of the oxygen sensors 42 1s disposed
upstream of the catalytic converter 32 such as in the exhaust
mamnifold 26 or other section of the exhaust conduit, e.g., an
exhaust pipe. The exhaust manifold 26 or other exhaust
conduit may define a hole 44 that receives a portion of the
oxygen sensor 42 therein. For example, the hole 44 may be
threaded and receives a threaded portion of the oxygen
sensor 42. A tip of the oxygen sensor 42 1s disposed within
the exhaust conduit to measure the oxygen content of the
exhaust.

The sensor 42 1s in commumnication with an engine con-
troller, or the like, that interprets signals from the sensor 42
to determine the amount of oxygen 1n the exhaust gas. The
controller uses this information to control at least the engine.
For example, the controller uses the oxygen sensor 42 to
determine and, 1f needed, adjust, the air-fuel ratio of the
engine 22. That 1s, the controller uses the oxygen sensor 42
to detect an air-fuel ratio imbalance. Since the engine 22
includes multiple cylinders, this imbalance may only be
occurring 1n some of the cylinders, and 1t 1s usetful to know
the cylinder-to-cylinder air-fuel ratio imbalance to correct
the 1ssue more precisely or notily the driver to service the
vehicle 11 the imbalance 1s not correctable by the controller
¢.g., clogged injector.

The controller may determine the air-fuel ratio on a per
cylinder basis by coordinating the oxygen sensor readings to
engine timing to determine which cylinder the exhaust gas
1s associated with. In order to do this, fast sampling of the
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oxygen sensor 42 and a fast transient response 1s needed.
The oxygen-sensor transient response 1s a function of mul-
tiple factors including the exhaust velocity at the sensor.
Generally, it 1s easier to measure or detect an air-fuel ratio
imbalance when the exhaust velocity at the sensor 42 is
higher as the sensor 42 responds faster to changes 1n air-fuel
ratio from an exhaust pulse from a first cylinder to a
following exhaust pulse from a second cylinder. At low
engine loads, the exhaust velocity 1s low resulting in a slow
oxygen sensor response. This leads to a low signal-to-noise
ratio and makes 1t more diflicult to determine or detect
cylinder-to-cylinder air-fuel ratio imbalance.

To solve these and other problems, the exhaust system 28
uses tlow control, e.g., a valve, to increase the exhaust
velocity at the sensor 42. That 1s, the exhaust system 28 can
control exhaust velocity across the oxygen sensor 42 inde-
pendent of engine operation to increase exhaust velocity at
the sensor 42 as needed. By doing so, the sensor 42 can
receive sullicient exhaust gases to monitor cylinder-to-cyl-
inder air-fuel ratio imbalance even at light engine loads.

In one or more embodiments, the exhaust system 28
includes a valve 50 located upstream of the catalytic con-
verter 32. The valve 50 may include a valve body that forms
a portion of the exhaust conduit. The valve body may be a
separate component that 1s attached in-line with the other
exhaust conduit and defines an interior that houses an
actuatable member 52 of the valve 50. The valve 50 can be
closed to reduce the eflective cross-sectional area of the
exhaust conduit at the oxygen sensor 42 and consequently
increase the velocity of the exhaust gases. As engine load
and/or speed increases, the valve can be opened so that
engine performance 1s unaflected. The valve 50 may be
placed on the exhaust conduit at the same axial location as
the oxygen sensor 42 so that the reduced eflective cross-
sectional area produced by closing the valve 30 1s located
proximate to the oxygen sensor 42.

The actuatable member 52 1s disposed within the exhaust
conduit, such as the exhaust manifold 26, a body of the
valve, or one or more pipes 30 depending upon the place-
ment of the sensor 42. The actuatable member 52 may be a
throttle plate, flap, ball, or other object capable of partially
blocking the exhaust conduit. An actuation unit 54 of the
valve 50 may be disposed outside of the exhaust conduait,
such as attached to the outer surface of the valve body,
exhaust mamifold, or exhaust pipe. The actuatable member
52 1s operably coupled to the actuation unit 54 so that the
position of the valve 50 can be adjusted between the closed
position, the open position, and one or more intermediate
positions (optional). (The “closed position™ refers to the
most closed position and does not require complete closure
of the valve. The “open position” refers to the most open
position and does not require complete opening of the
valve.) The actuation unit 54 may be a passive device or an
active device. The passive device may include a resilient
member 56 configured to bias the valve 50 to the closed
position and configured to gradually open the valve as
pressure within the exhaust conduit builds. The resilient
member 56 may be a spring, such as the shown clock spring,
that acts between the housing of the actuation unit 54 and the
actuatable member 52. In embodiments with the active
device, the actuation unit 54 may include an electric actua-
tor, such as an electric motor, that rotates or otherwise
actuates the actuatable member between the open and closed
positions. Here, the controller may actuate the actuatable
member based on engine load and/or speed, for example.

Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, the valve 50 may be a

buttertly valve having a throttle plate 60 disposed within an
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exhaust conduit 62. The exhaust conduit 62 defines a
threaded hole 64 that receives a threaded portion of the
oxygen sensor 42 such that a tip portion 66 of the sensor 1s
disposed within the interior of the conduit 62. The throttle
plate 60 may be a disk having a diameter that substantially
matches an iner diameter of the exhaust conduit 62, albeit
slightly smaller than the inner diameter of the exhaust
conduit 62 so that the disk can freely rotate between the open
and closed positions. The disk 60 may be mounted on a shatt
68 that 1s supported for rotation within the condwt 62. The
shaft 68 may be located centrally on the disk 60. The shait
68 may extend through one or more openings 70 defined 1n
the conduit 62, e.g., a valve body.

In one or more embodiments, the valve 50 may be a
separate component that 1s connected 1n line with the other
exhaust components. Here, the valve 350 includes a valve
body 72 that may include a first end attachable to the exhaust
manifold 26 and a second end that 1s attachable to the
catalytic converter 32. The body 72 defines a tubular interior
74 configured to carry exhaust therethrough. The body 72
also defines the threaded hole 64 and the oxygen sensor 42.
The actuatable member 60 1s supported for pivoting within
the body 72. For example, the body 72 may define the
opening(s) 70 that support the shaft 68. In this embodiment,
the actuator 34 may be attached to the exterior surface of the
valve body 72.

The throttle plate 60 1s located at a same axial position
along a centerline of the exhaust system as the oxygen
sensor 42. The throttle plate 60 has a bypass notch 76 formed
on, and extending inwardly from, a periphery 78 of the plate
60. The notch 76 provides clearance for the tip 66 of the
oxygen sensor 42 and defines a small fluid passage 80
having a reduced eflective cross-sectional area relative to the
inner diameter 82 of the exhaust conduit. The fluid passage
80 15 adjacent to the oxygen sensor 42 to force the exhaust
gases across the tip 66. When in the closed position, the
throttle plate 60 reduces the area of the flow path by forcing
the exhaust through the small notch 76. This increases the
velocity of the exhaust gases, which aids the sensor 42 in
determining or detecting cylinder-to-cylinder air-fuel ratio
imbalance.

In FIG. 2B, the actuatable member 60 1s 1n the open
position, which provides a much larger eflective cross-
sectional area than the closed position. The actuatable mem-
ber 60 may be placed in the open position during heavy
engine loads to reduce back pressure and provide optimum
engine performance. During heavy engine loads, the flow
rate of the exhaust through the exhaust conduit 1s high and
the velocity, even with the actuatable member 1n the open
position, 1s suflicient to allow the oxygen sensor 42 to
measure cylinder-to-cylinder air-fuel ratio imbalance. The
actuatable member may be placed 1n one or more interme-
diate positions based on the tlow rate of the exhaust, which
correlates to the engine load and/or speed. The intermediate
positions may balance exhaust velocity across the sensor tip
66 with the back pressure to provide the desired engine
performance.

As explained above, the actuatable member may be
passively operated based on the pressure of the exhaust or
may be actively controlled by an electric actuator. In the
passive embodiment, the actuatable member 60 1s biased to
the closed position and slowly opens as exhaust pressure
builds against the actuatable member 60. For example, the
actuatable member 60 begins to rotate responsive to the
exhaust pressure exceeding the spring force that biases the
actuatable member 60. The actuatable member 60 then
opens more and more as the exhaust flow increases until the
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open position 1s reached. The actuatable member 60 will
again rotate towards the closed position 11 the driver reduces
the engine load.

FIG. 3 1llustrates an alternative embodiment of an exhaust
system 100. The exhaust system 100 includes an exhaust
manifold 102, a pipe branch section 104 having first and
second parallel passages or branches 106, 108, and a cata-
lytic converter 110. The first passage 106 supports the
oxygen sensor 112 and the second passage 108 includes a
valve 114. The valve may be similar to the above-described
valve 50 except 1t does not include a notch and 1s designed
to block the second passage 108 when 1n the closed position.
For example, the valve 114 may be a butterfly valve having
a throttle plate 116 that 1s supported for rotation within the
passage 108. The valve 114 may be biased to the closed
position as discussed above. When the valve 114 1s in the
closed position, the exhaust gases are routed mostly through
the first passage 106 and across the oxygen sensor 112. Since
the closed valve reduces the eflective cross-sectional area of
the branch section 104, the exhaust velocity across the
oxygen sensor 112 1s increased. The valve 114 1s rotatable to
the open position based on the engine load and speed as
described above. When the valve 1s 1n the open position, the
exhaust gases pass through the first and second branches
106, 108 thus increasing the effective cross-sectional area of
the exhaust conduit to mitigate back pressure during higher
engine loads and speed. The valve 114 may also be actively
controlled as discussed above.

While exemplary embodiments are described above, 1t 1s
not itended that these embodiments describe all possible
forms encompassed by the claims. The words used 1n the
specification are words of description rather than limitation,
and 1t 1s understood that various changes can be made
without departing from the spirit and scope of the disclosure.
As previously described, the features of various embodi-
ments can be combined to form further embodiments of the
invention that may not be explicitly described or 1llustrated.
While various embodiments could have been described as
providing advantages or being preterred over other embodi-
ments or prior art implementations with respect to one or
more desired characteristics, those of ordinary skill in the art
recognize that one or more features or characteristics can be
compromised to achieve desired overall system attributes,
which depend on the specific application and 1implementa-
tion. These attributes can include, but are not limited to
strength, durability, marketability, appearance, packaging,
s1ze, serviceability, weight, manufacturability, ease of
assembly, etc. As such, embodiments described as less
desirable than other embodiments or prior art implementa-
tions with respect to one or more characteristics are not
outside the scope of the disclosure and can be desirable for
particular applications.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An engine exhaust system comprising:

a catalytic converter;

an exhaust conduit connected upstream of the catalytic

converter,

an oxygen sensor extending into the exhaust conduit at a

first axial position of the exhaust conduit; and

a valve located within the exhaust conduit at the first axial

position, the valve including a movable throttle plate
having a bypass notch formed on a periphery of the
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plate, wherein the valve includes an open position and
a closed position 1n which the bypass notch 1s placed
adjacent to the oxygen sensor to guide exhaust over the
OXygen Sensor.

2. The engine exhaust system of claim 1, wherein the
valve 1s a buttertly valve.

3. The engine exhaust system of claim 1, wherein the
throttle plate 1s biased to the closed position and 1s config-
ured to move towards the open position based on exhaust
pressure within the exhaust conduat.

4. The engine exhaust system of claim 1, wherein the
valve turther includes a resilient member configured to bias
the throttle plate to the closed position.

5. The engine exhaust system of claim 4, wherein the
resilient member 1s a spring.

6. The engine exhaust system of claim 1, wherein the
valve further includes a shafit, at the first axial position, that
1s pivotally attached to the exhaust conduit and that supports
the throttle plate.

7. The engine exhaust system of claim 6 further compris-
ing an actuation umt attached to an outer surface of the
exhaust conduit and operably coupled to the shatt.

8. The engine exhaust system of claim 7, wherein the
actuation unit includes a resilient member configured to
rotate the shait towards the closed position.

9. The engine exhaust system of claim 7, wherein the
actuation unit includes an electric actuator configured to
rotate the shaft to move the throttle plate between the open
and closed positions.

10. The engine exhaust system of claim 1, wherein the
throttle plate 1s a disk having a diameter that substantially
matches an mner diameter of the exhaust conduit at the first
axial position.

11. The engine exhaust system of claim 9, wherein a depth
of the notch 1s less than a radius of the disk.

12. An engine exhaust system comprising:

an exhaust mamifold defining a sensor opening;

an oxygen sensor recerved in the sensor opening; and

a valve located within the exhaust manifold at a location

corresponding to the sensor opening, the valve includ-
ing a plate which pivots between an open position and
a closed position 1n which an effective cross-sectional
area of the exhaust manifold 1s reduced to concentrate
exhaust tlow over the oxygen sensor, the plate defining
a notch that cooperates with the exhaust manifold to
define the effective cross-sectional area.

13. The engine exhaust system of claim 12, wherein the
ellective cross-sectional area 1s defined at least partially by
an opening 1n the valve.

14. The engine exhaust system of claim 12, wherein the
valve 1s biased to the closed position and 1s configured to
move towards the open position based on exhaust pressure

within the exhaust manifold.
15. The engine exhaust system of claim 14, wherein the
valve further includes a resilient member that biases the

valve to the closed position.
16. The engine exhaust system of claim 12, wherein the

valve 1s a buttertly valve.
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