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INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS,
INFORMATION PROCESSING METHOD,
AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER
READABLE MEDIUM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s based upon and claims the benefit of

priority from the prior Japanese Patent Application No.
2019-111569, filed on Jun. 14, 2019, the entire contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate to an information
processing apparatus, an information processing method,
and a non-transitory computer readable medium.

BACKGROUND

For raillway compames and the like, delays in service
planning diagrams, which are simply called diagrams, are
serious problems bringing about decreases in sales and
increases 1n costs such as penalty payments. Therefore, 1t 1s
desirable to create a diagram having delay robustness.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a diagram creation apparatus,
which 1s an information processing apparatus according to
an embodiment;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are diagrams for describing overviews
of diagrams;

FIG. 3 shows an example of an interface screen (an input
screen) on which a diagram 1s mput;

FIG. 4 shows an example of a diagram in the form of a
table:

FIG. § shows the example of the diagram in the form of
graphs;

FIG. 6 shows another example of the diagram 1n the form
ol graphs;

FIG. 7 shows the other example of the diagram 1n the form
of a table;:

FIG. 8 shows an example of event-to-event interval
information;

FIG. 9 shows an example in which the event-to-event
interval information 1s added to arcs between nodes and
preceding nodes;

FIG. 10 shows a table of FIG. 9 1n the form of graphs;

FIG. 11 shows an example of a number-of-trains condi-
tion and a setting screen for the number-oi-trains condition;

FIG. 12 schematically shows an example of a plurality of
train lines satistying the number-of-trains condition;

FIG. 13 shows an example of a balance condition and a
setting screen for the balance condition;

FIG. 14 shows an example 1n which the balance condition
1s applied respectively to departure nodes at a station A and
departure nodes at a station C of a train (a local train) to
generate a plurality of train lines;

FIG. 15 shows an example of quick-deliverability evalu-
ation condition information and a setting screen for the
quick-deliverability evaluation condition;

FIG. 16 shows an example of delay evaluation target
information and a setting screen for the delay evaluation
target information;
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65

2

FIG. 17 shows an example of an average of delay times
of run times among stations and an average of delay times

of dwell times at the stations:

FIG. 18 shows an example of a geometrical distribution as
an event-to-event delay distribution;

FIG. 19 shows an example of a network into which a
diagram 1s converted;

FIG. 20 shows an example of blocks created from a group
of nodes shown 1n FIG. 19;

FIG. 21 shows an example of a first portion of a front-
packed diagram;

FIG. 22 shows an example of a front-packed diagram 1n
which fastest times of all nodes are determined;

FIGS. 23A and 23B show examples in which margin
times are calculated;

FIG. 24 1s a flowchart showing an example of processing
ol a density condition processor;

FIG. 25 1s a diagram for describing calculation of a
secondary delay time of a node;

FIG. 26 shows data representing a process for obtaining
an output diagram;

FIG. 27 shows an example of a graph of an output
diagram;

FIG. 28 shows an example of a graph of another output
diagram;

FIG. 29 shows an example of an input interface screen for
parameters for optimization processing;

FIG. 30 1s a flowchart showing an example of processing
by the diagram creation apparatus shown i FIG. 1; and

FIG. 31 shows a hardware configuration of the diagram
creation apparatus (the information processing apparatus)
according to the embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An 1nformation processing apparatus according to an
embodiment i1ncludes a diagram processor configured to
calculate, based on a first diagram of first to n-th train lines
including at least one time of: times of departure of a vehicle
from stop positions, times of arrival of the vehicle at the stop
positions, and times of pass of the vehicle through the stop
positions, an adjustment amount of the time; and an output
diagram creator configured to create a second diagram based
on the calculated adjustment amount and the first diagram.

An embodiment of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a diagram creation apparatus
100, which 1s an information processing apparatus according,
to the present embodiment. The diagram creation apparatus
100 i1ncludes a diagram information input unit 110, a train
density condition mput unit 120, a quick-deliverability
evaluation condition input unit 130, a delay evaluation
condition mput unit 140, a diagram processor 500, an output
diagram creator 390, a display (an output GUI) 400, and a
plurality of storages. The diagram processor 500 includes a
network creator 520, a block creator 521, a front-packed
diagram creator 522, a density condition processor 323, an
evaluation 1ndicator creator 524, and an optimizer 525. The
plurality of storages include a storage 111, a storage 112, a
storage 113, a storage 114, a storage 115, a storage 116, and
a storage 117.

The diagram creation apparatus 100 calculates adjustment
amounts of times of events in a diagram (a first diagram),
which decides operation schedules of vehicles such as trains
or buses (in the following description, trains are assumed),
based on restriction conditions relating to arrangement inter-
vals of train lines of the trains and indicators (evaluation
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indicators) for evaluating various performances required of
the diagram and creates an output diagram (a second dia-
gram) based on the calculated adjustment amounts and the
diagram.

The diagram represents a series of at least one event
relating to a plurality of vehicles (trains, buses, or the like).
The event includes a stop position (place) and a time of
departure from the stop position, a time of arrival at the stop
position, or a time of pass through the stop position. That 1s,
the event 1s data associating the stop position and the time.
The stop positions are, for example, stations, bus stops,
detention spaces, depots, or signal stations. In the following
description, trains will be mainly assumed as the vehicles.
However, the same 1s true for other kinds of vehicles such
as buses, by appropnately replacing words as necessary
according to differences between tripping systems. For
example, 1n the description of the specification, a station 1s
replaced with a bus stop, and the like.

The train line 1s data including, about stop positions of an
operation route including one or a plurality of stop positions
for the same vehicle, at least one of times of departure from
the stop positions, times of arrival at the stop positions, and
times of pass through the stop positions. More specifically,
the train line means a series of events relating to the stop
positions about the operation route including the one or the
plurality of stop positions for the same vehicle. In this
specification, the train line 1s sometimes simply described as
line.

Examples of the restriction conditions relating to the
arrangement intervals of the train lines in the present
embodiment include a condition of time restrictions among
events and a condition (a density condition) of the number
of train lines included 1n a predetermined period. Securing
the number of train lines 1s equivalent to securing transpor-
tation capacity of a train.

The various performances required of the diagram in the
present embodiment are performances for, for example,
enabling passengers to arrive at destinations as early as
possible (quick-deliverability), standardizing intervals
among train lines, and preventing the diagram from being
casily aflected by a delay (delay robustness). A method of
creating evaluation indicators for evaluating the various
performances will be described below.

The present embodiment realizes, based on the restriction
conditions and the evaluation indicators relating to the
various performances, creation of a diagram having delay
robustness. More preferably, the present embodiment real-
1zes creation ol a diagram satistying at least one of the
performances for enabling passengers to arrive at destina-
tions as early as possible (quick-deliverability) and stan-
dardizing intervals among train lines.

In the following description, prior to a description of the
diagram creation apparatus 100, the time restrictions among
evens 1n a diagram will be briefly described.

Generally, 1n generation of a diagram, a delay 1n a train 1s
supposed, and a time point of an event (departure time,
arrival time, or the like) 1s determined in many cases by
adding a margin time to a minimum value of a run time
between stations or a mimmum value of a dwell time at a
station. Moreover, a restriction related to a time interval
(time 1nterval restriction) 1s provided 1n many cases between
a train line of a certain train (self train line) and a train line
of another train preceding the certain train (preceding train
line). If a delay time on the preceding train line exceeds a
predetermined value, the delay time influences on the train
of the self train line. More specifically, there are two types
of delays: a delay on the self train line and a delay due to the
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preceding train line. In more detail, delays include a delay
due to a preceding event on the self train line (a delay due
to self train line) and a delay due to a preceding event on the
preceding train line (a delay due to other train lines). The
two types of a delay on the self train line and a delay from
the preceding train line influence on the train of the self train
line.

FIG. 2A shows graphs of a train line 11 of a certain train
and graphs of a train line 12 of another train 1n the form of
a network. Circles in the diagrams are nodes, which repre-
sent events. The train line 11 includes an event 1la of
departure from A station, an event 115-1 of arrival at B
station, an event 115-2 of departure from the B station, an
event 11¢-1 of arrival at C station, an event 11¢-2 of
departure from the C station, and an event 114 of arrival at
D station (the nodes corresponding to the events are denoted
by the same reference signs). A time 1n a diagram 1s set on
cach event. A nightward direction along a plane of the
drawing 1s a time direction. The train line 12 1s a train line
of another train that trips along the same path as the train line
11 (a train line following the train line 11). The train line 12
includes an event 12a of departure from the A station, an
event 126-1 of arrival at the B station, an event 1254-2 of
departure from the B station, an event 12¢-1 of arrival at the
C station, an event 12¢-2 of departure from the C station, and
an event 124 of arrival at the D station. It 1s assumed that
only one track exists for each of an inbound line (from the
A station toward the D station) and an outbound line (from
the D station toward the A station) at each station. Here, an
arrival event of the other train at the C station (the event
12¢-1) will be considered. A delay in the event 12¢-1 1s
influenced on a delay in the first preceding event 126-2 on
the train line 12 (a delay due to self train line) and a delay
in the event 11¢-2 on the preceding train line (the train line
11) at the same C station (a delay due to other train lines).
The delay 1n the event 12¢-1 may be 1intluenced on events at
the C station (the event 11¢-1 and the like) other than the
event 11c¢-2. Specific examples of the delay due to self train
line 1include a delay 1n a run time from the previous B station
and a delay 1n a dwell time of departure from (departure time
at) the preceding B station. Specific examples of the delay
due to other train lines include a delay in departure from the
C station on the preceding train line 11. A required time
interval, which 1s a time interval to be left, and a margin time
are provided between events. In the embodiment, a case 1s
described 1n which the required time interval 1s a minimum
required time 1nterval which 1s a minimum time interval to
be left. For example, the mimimum required time interval or
a longer time 1nterval needs to be left between the event 11a
and the event 12a. As an example, a time 1nterval between
the event 11la and the event 12a¢ i1n the diagram 1s the
minimum required time interval plus the margin time. If a
time period from departure of a train from the A station until
departure of another train from the A station exceeds the
minimum required time interval but 1s not longer than the
minimum required time interval plus the margin time, no
delay occurs between the event 11a and the event 124a. That
1s, 1f a delay time (an excess time interval over the minimum
required time interval) between the event 11a and the event
12a 1s not longer than the margin time, no delay occurs
between the events.

Although the description 1s focused on an arrival event
(the event 12¢-1) in FI1G. 2A, the same 1s true for a departure
event. In FIG. 2B, a departure event (the event 12¢-2) at the
C station will be considered. A delay in the event 12¢-2 1s
influenced on a delay 1n the first preceding event 12¢-1 on
the train line 12 (a delay due to self train line) and a delay
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in an event on the preceding train line 11 (departure event
11c-2 at the C station) (a delay due to other train lines).
Specific examples of the delay due to self train line 1include
a delay 1n arrival at the C station and a delay in dwell time
at the C station (a prolonged boarding and alighting time, or
the like). A minimum time iterval to be left (minimum
required time interval) and a margin time are provided
between events. For example, the minimum required time
interval (a mimmimum required boarding and alighting time)
or a longer time interval 1s required to be leit between the
event 12¢-2 and the event 12¢-1. As an example, a time
interval between the event 12¢-2 and the event 12¢-1 1n the
diagram 1s the mimmum required time interval plus the
margin time. If a time nterval from arrival at the C station
until departure from the C station exceeds the minimum
required time interval but i1s not longer than the minimum
required time 1nterval plus the margin time, no delay occurs
between the event 12¢-2 and the event 12¢-1. That 1s, 1t a
delay time (an excess time interval over the minimum
required time 1nterval) between the two events 1s not longer
than the margin time, no delay occurs between the events.
The minimum required time interval 1s used as a time
interval that needs to be left between the events. However,
a time interval other than the minimum required time
interval such as a time interval usually expected to be lett
may be used. The same applies 1n the present embodiment
described 1n detail below.

The diagram creation apparatus 100 shown in FIG. 1 will
be described 1n detail below.

The Diagram Information Input Unit 110, a Diagram 210,
and Event-to-Event Interval Information 211

The diagram information mput umt 110 shown in FIG. 1
acquires a diagram 210 and stores the acquired diagram 210
in the storage 111. As an example, the diagram information
input unit 110 1s an mput unit such as a keyboard, a mouse,
or a touch panel operated by an operator of the diagram
creation apparatus 100. In such a case, the diagram creation
apparatus 100 includes a function of presenting an interface
screen for iputting a diagram. The interface screen 1s
displayed on the display 400.

The display 400 1s a display device such as an LCD
(liquid crystal display), a CRT (cathode ray tube), or a PDP
(plasma display panel) that displays data or information.

The diagram information input unit 110 may be an
acquirer that acquires the diagram 210 from an external
apparatus or a storage medium. In such a case, the external
apparatus 1s, as an example, an external server connected to
the diagram creation apparatus 100 through a wired or
wireless communication network. The storage medium 1s, as
an example, a storage medium disposed within the diagram
creation apparatus 100 or a storage medium externally
connected. Examples of the storage medium include a
memory device, a hard disk, an SSD, and an optical disk. A
trigger for the acquisition of the diagram may be an 1nstruc-
tion from the operator of the diagram creation apparatus 100,
or may be any other condition (for example, 1t becoming a
predetermined time).

FIG. 3 shows an example of the interface screen (input
screen) on which the diagram 210 1s input. The operator can
input the diagram from the screen.

FIG. 3 shows an example of the screen on which train line
information of a certain train 1s input. The nput screen
includes a timetable menu M1 and a margin time menu M2.
In the FIG. 3, a screen for the timetable menu M1 1s
displayed.

The train 1s operated from A station to C station. The train
departs from the A station, dwells at B station, and dwells at
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the C station. Since the train dwells at the A station, the B
station, and the C station, each respective dwell/pass item
(indicating whether the train dwells or passes) i1s set for
“dwell”. A time point of departure (hereinafter, a departure
time) from the A station, a time point of arrival (hereinafter,
an arrival time) and a departure time at the B station, and an
arrival time at the C station are set. A run time from the A
station to the B station (time of duration from the departure
time at the A station until the arrival time at the B station)
and a dwell time at the B station (time of duration from the
arrival time at the B station until the departure time at the B
station) are set. It 1s set that the train dwells at a first track
at each station. Each of departure from the A station at 8:00,
arrival at the B station at 8:10, departure from the B station
at 8:12, arrival at the C station at 8:32, and the like
corresponds to one event, and a series of such events
corresponds to a train line (or line information).

In a train number 1tem, a train number (here, “0000017)
can be set. In a type 1tem, 1t can be set whether the train 1s
local (dwelling at each station) or express. A value (“dwell”
or “pass”) 1n the dwell/pass item for each station may be
automatically mput depending on whether the train 1s local
or express. In a regular/irregular 1tem, 1t can be set whether
the train 1s operated regularly or irregularly. As an example,
in case of “regular”, this train line mnformation 1s applied on
weekdays, and 1n case of “irregular”, the train line informa-
tion 1s applied on weekends.

FIG. 4 shows part of the diagram 210 mput from the
diagram information mmput unit 110, 1n the form of a table.

The table in FIG. 4 includes three kinds of train line
information of mutually different vehicles (trains) tripping
from the A station to the C station. As an example, the
vehicles correspond to first to n-th vehicles. Three train lines
correspond to first to n-th train lines. The diagram includes
columns of train line ID, time, station, and type of an event.
The type 1s a type of an event indicating departure, arrival,
pass, or the like. In the table shown 1n FIG. 4, the diagram
includes information relating to a train line 1 that departs at
8:00, a train line 2 that departs at 8:20, and a train line 3 that
departs at 8:30. The train line 1 corresponds to the train line
illustrated 1n FIG. 3. The train line 1 and the train line 3 do
not include a pass event because the vehicles dwell at all
stations. On the other hand, in the train line 2, since the
vehicle passes through the B station, a pass event 1s set on
the B station.

FIG. 5 shows the train lines 1 to 3 included 1n the diagram
shown 1n FIG. 4, each in the form of a graph (network). A
horizontal axis corresponds to time, and a vertical axis
corresponds to distance. The horizontal axis shows relative
time, and 1n the present example, “0” corresponds to 8:00.
Each graph (network) includes nodes corresponding to
events and arcs connecting the nodes. The arcs represent
propagation possibility among the events. More specifically,
the graph of the train line 1 includes nodes el, €2, €3, and
¢4 corresponding to chronological events (events 1, 2, 3, and
4, respectively) included 1n the train line 1, and arcs con-
necting the nodes. Similarly, the graph of the train line 2
includes node €5, €6, and €7 corresponding to chronological
events (events 5, 6, and 7, respectively) included 1n the train
line 2, and arcs connecting the nodes. The graph of the train
line 3 includes nodes €8, €9, €10, and el11 corresponding to
chronological events (events 8, 9, 10, and 11, respectively)
included in the train line 3, and arcs connecting the nodes.

FIG. 6 shows a graph (a network) of another example of
the diagram 210 mput from the diagram information input
unit 110. FIG. 7 shows, 1n the form of a table, as an attribute
of each of the nodes, the diagram 210 including the same
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content as the content of FIG. 6. A form of the diagram 210
input from the diagram information input unit 110 may be
cither the form of a table of FI1G. 7 or the form of graphs (the
network) of FIG. 6. One of the table and the graph may be
input and converted into the other. In the present embodi-
ment, 1t 15 assumed that the diagram 210 of the form of a
table 1s 1nput and 1s converted into the network by the
network creator 5320 described below.

In FIG. 6, a train 1 (a train, a train line ID of which 1s 1)
departing at 5:00 represents a local train that dwells at all of
the A, B, C, D, and E stations. A train 2 (a train, a train line
ID of which 1s 2) departing at 5:06 represents an express
train that passes through the station B and the station D.
Since the train 1 dwells at all the stations, nodes of a train
line (the train line 1) of the train 1 are either departure nodes
or arrival nodes. A train line (the train line 2) of the train 2
1s represented by pass nodes relating to pass stations. The
other stations are departure nodes or arrival nodes. At the
station C, the train 1 waits for the train 2. The train 2 passes
through or arrives at the station D and the subsequent
stations earlier than the train 1. Broken line arcs represent
arcs among train lines of different trains. Solid line arcs
represent arcs 1n a train line of the self train. Examples of
arcs among the train lines of the different trains include arcs
among a plurality of trains that use the same track and arcs
among a continuous plurality of trains when there 1s tumn-
around.

The diagram shown 1n FIG. 7 includes a node 1D (IDs of
the nodes), a train line ID (an ID of the train), time (time on
a timetable; the illustrated example 1s represented by, for
example, an hour and a minute), a station, a type of a node
(an event), Pnodel (a node ID of a first preceding node; 0 11
the first preceding node 1s absent) and Pnode2 (a node ID of
a second preceding node; 0 1f the second preceding node 1s
absent). The order of the Pnodel and the Pnode2 may be
optional. The Pnodel and the Pnode2 may be interchanged.
As a difference from the example shown 1n FIG. 4, the node
ID, the Pnodel, and the Pnode2 are added. A user may
directly input the Pnodel and the Pnode2. The Pnodel and
the Pnode2 may be calculated by an arithmetic operation
from other input information. The number of preceding
nodes (Pnodes) 1s sometimes three or more. In that case, a
necessary number of kinds of information only have to be
included.

The mformation shown in FIG. 6 or 7 may be extracted
from information of an existing diagram. The user may 1nput
these kinds of information using the mput screen shown in
FIG. 3. Concerning trains, one-way operations are repre-
sented as train lines. However, several round-trip operations
may be represented as train lines.

In the above description, the example shown 1n FIGS. 4
and 5 and the example shown 1n FIGS. 6 and 7 are described
as the examples of the diagram. However, the following
description 1s based mainly on the graph information of the
form shown in FIGS. 6 and 7.

The diagram information mput unit 110 shown i FIG. 1
acquires the event-to-event iterval information 211 besides
the diagram 210 and stores the acquired event-to-event
interval information 211 1n the storage 111. A speciic
example of a method of acquiring the event-to-event interval
information 211 1s the same as the method of acquiring the
diagram 210. The event-to-event iterval information 211
may be simply referred to as interval information. Details of
the event-to-event interval information 211 will be described
below.

The event-to-event interval information 211 represents a
mimmum time interval defined 1n an arc (between nodes).
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FIG. 8 shows an example of the event-to-event interval
information 211 corresponding to the example shown 1n
FIGS. 6 and 7. In the event-to-event interval information
211, minimum dwell times at the stations and minimum run
times among the stations (in sections) are decided as restric-
tions of time intervals (time interval restrictions) among
events 1n the self train line. The mimmum run times are
decided for each of types (local, express, and the like). The
minimum dwell times may be decided for each of the types.

As a time 1nterval restriction between the preceding train
line and the self train line, a time interval (a minimum
interval time) that should be at least left between arrival time
ol the preceding train line and departure time of the self train
line 1s decided. The minimum interval time 1s decided
between events 1n the same station in the preceding train line
and the self train line. However, the minimum interval time
may be decided between events 1n different stations in the
preceding train line and the self train line.

FIG. 9 shows an example of a table in which, for all the
nodes shown 1n FIG. 7, the event-to-event interval informa-
tion 211 1s added to the arc between the preceding nodes (the
Pnodel and the Pnode2). FIG. 10 shows the table of FIG. 9
as a graph. This 1s equivalent to the table in which, for all the
nodes 1n the graph of FIG. 6, the event-to-event interval
information 211 i1s added to the arcs between the nodes and
the preceding nodes of the nodes.

When a plurality of tracks are present, arrival-arrival time
intervals and departure-departure time intervals of the same
track and different tracks may be distinguished and treated.
When there 1s turnaround, a restriction of a time interval
relating to the turnaround may be given. In the case of
overtaking, pass, or the like, a time interval value different
from an arrival-arrival time interval, a departure-departure
time interval, or the like may be used. A different time
interval value may be used depending on a type of a vehicle
and a time period when the vehicle runs (for example, rush
hour or not).

Instead of mputting the event-to-event interval informa-
tion 211, miformation relating to a margin time given
between stations or the like may be input. In such a case, in
the diagram creation apparatus, the event-to-event interval
information 211 can be obtained by calculating a difference
between a time diflerence on a diagram and the margin time.
The event-to-event interval information 211 may be calcu-
lated from information such as a distance between stations
and maximum speed and acceleration performance of each
vehicle.

The event-to-event interval information 211 1s defined as
representing a mimimum time interval defined 1n an arc
(between nodes). However, the event-to-event interval infor-
mation 211 is not limited to the minimum time interval 11 the
event-to-event interval information 211 1s a value relating to
a time of the ark (a time interval between the nodes). For
example, the event-to-event interval information 211 may be
a time usually desired to be left between events.

The Train Density Condition Input Unit 120, Number-oi-
Trains Condition Information 220, and Balance Condition
Information 221

The train density condition mput unit 120 shown 1n FIG.
1 acquires number-oi-trains condition mformation 220 and
balance condition information 221 and stores the acquired
information 1n the storage 112. A specific implementation
example of the train density condition mput unit 120 is the
same as the implementation example of the diagram infor-
mation input unit 110.

The number-of-trains condition information 220 is infor-
mation representing, targeting specific events (a specific
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station and a specific event type), a request value of the
number of trains per one hour as a number-of-trains condi-
tion. The specific station 1s described as a target station and
the specific event type 1s described as a target event type. A
set of the target station and the target event type 1s described
as a current node. The number-oi-trains condition 1s a
condition of the number of train lines including time of
departure from a first stop position in a first period, time of
arrival at the first stop position, or time of pass through the
first stop position.

FIG. 11 shows an example of the number-of-trains con-
dition and a setting screen for the number-of-trains condi-
tion. The number of trains per one hour 1s set for the current
node (the target station and the target event type) for each of
target types (local and express) and each of directions
(inbound and outbound). As the target types, both of the
local and the express (that 1s, all trains) are designated on the
screen left side. The mbound 1s designated as the direction.
In setting of the current node on the screen right side,
stations where the number of trains should be counted are
designated concerning all the trains set as the target types on
the left side. In the example shown i FIG. 11, for local
trains and express trains, 1t 1s set that three trains depart the
station C at five to s1x (5:00 to 6:00), three trains depart the
station C at six to seven (6:00 to 7:00), three trains depart the
station C at seven to eight (7:00 to 8:00), . . . , and three
trains depart the station C at twenty-three to twenty-four
(23:00 to 24:00). Note that the description such as 5:00 to
6:00 1s simple description representing five to six and does
not strictly include 6:00 just. The same applies below. The
target event type 1s departure. However, the target event type
may be another event type such as arrival or pass. Time
periods such as five to six and six to seven correspond to the
first period for which the number of train lines 1s set. The
station C corresponds to the first stop position, which is the
target station for which the number-of-trains condition is set.

In the example shown in FIG. 11, the setting of the
number-oi-trains condition 1s performed in common for both
of the local and the express (all the trains). However, for
example, the setting of the number-of-trains condition may
be performed separately for each of the express trains and
the local trains. The number-of-trains condition may be set
for only one of the express trains and the local trains. The
setting of the number-of-trains condition may be performed
for a part of the trains (for example, a part of a plurality of
express trains).

An example of a plurality of train lines satistying the
number-of-trains condition will be described below. FIG. 12
schematically shows an example of a plurality of train lines
satistying the number-of-trains condition shown 1n FIG. 11.
All the trains are targets of the setting of the number-oi-
trains condition. Departure nodes at the station C of all the
trains are current nodes. Train lines E represent train lines of
local trains. Train lines R represent train lines of express
trains. In such a case, nodes indicated by circles painted
white are current nodes. Three, three, and five current nodes
are respectively present at 5:00 to 6:00, 6:00 to 7:00, and
7:00 to 8:00. It 1s seen that the number-oi-trains condition 1s
satisfied.

The above description 1s based on the premise that the
diagram 1s given in advance. However, the apparatus 100
may automatically generate, based on the number-of-trains
condition decided above, the diagram or the graph informa-
tion shown 1n FIG. 6 or 7. In such a case, information
relating to departure, arrival, and pass at stations 1s given for
cach of types and combined with the decided number-oi-
trains condition to create a diagram or a graph (nodes and
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arcs). In creating the diagram or the graph, time intervals
among the stations may be decided using the minimum time
interval shown 1n FIG. 8 or a standard time interval may be
separately decided and adopted as the time intervals. Over-
taking stations and timings of overtake of the trains may be
separately decided. By automatically generating the diagram
or the graph mformation in this way, the present embodi-
ment 1s capable of correcting a diagram given 1n advance
and creating a diagram satistying the restriction conditions
and the various performances described above. Further, the
present embodiment 1s capable of creating a diagram satis-
tying the restriction conditions and the various performances
from the beginning.

The balance condition information 221 1s information
deciding a condition (a balance condition) relating to restric-
tion of a time interval between train lines. The number of
trains set per predetermined time interval can be decided
according to the number-of-trains condition. However, inter-
vals among the train lines can be made as uniform as
possible by deciding the balance condition. A current node
for which an interval 1s adjusted 1s, as an example, a current
node (a target station and a target event type) for which the
number-of-trains condition 1s set. However, a node different
from the node for which the number-of-trains condition 1s
set may be decided as a node to which the balance condition
1s applied.

FIG. 13 shows an example of the balance condition and
a setting screen for the balance condition. A target of setting
of the balance condition can be optionally defined for each
of types, common to all trains, or the like. In the example
shown 1n FIG. 13, the balance condition 1s set for each of
types (local and express). In such a case, this means equal-
1zing intervals among train lines of local trains and equal-
1zing intervals among train lines of express trains. When the
target of the setting of the balance condition 1s set common
to all the trains, a method of giving balance restriction means
equalizing intervals of all the trains. Besides, various varia-
tions are possible, for example, only intervals of a part of
types are equalized, only a part of time periods are equal-
ized, and a combination of the foregoing. As described
above, the balance condition may be set for a node difierent
from the current node decided under the number-of-trains
condition. For example, while a departure event from the
station C 1s set as a target in the number-of-trains condition,
not only the departure event from the station C but also a
departure event from the station A may be set as a target 1n
the balance condition.

FIG. 14 shows an example of a plurality of train lines
satisiying the balance condition respectively with respect to
departure nodes at the station A and departure nodes at the
station C of a train (a local train). In such a case, intervals
among the plurality of train lines are adjusted such that
adjacent intervals Al, A2, A3, A4, A5, and A6 of the
departure nodes at the station A and adjacent intervals C1,
C2,C3, (4, C5, and C6 of the departure nodes at the station
C are respectively equal to each other as much as possible.

The quick-deliverability evaluation condition mmput unit
130 acquires quick-deliverability evaluation condition infor-
mation 230 and stores the acquired information in the
storage 113. A specific implementation example of the
quick-deliverability evaluation condition input unit 130 1s
the same as the implementation example of the diagram
information input unit 110.

The quick-deliverability evaluation condition information
230 decides a section 1n which run times (quick-deliverabil-
ity) of trains are evaluated. As a runtime 1 a section 1s
shorter, quick-deliverability 1s higher. The section 1s speci-
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fied by, as an example, a start point (an evaluation start
point) and an end point (an evaluation end point) of the
section. The evaluation start point can be represented by an
evaluation start node and the evaluation end point can be
represented by an evaluation end node. The evaluation start
node 1s, for example, a departure node at an evaluation start
station. The evaluation end node 1s, for example, an arrival
node at an evaluation end station.

FIG. 15 1s shows an example of a quick-deliverability
evaluation condition and a setting screen for the quick-
deliverability evaluation condition. An evaluation start sta-
tion (an evaluation start node) and an evaluation end station
(an evaluation end node) are set for each of types (local and
express). Another setting method may be a method of setting
the evaluation start station and the evaluation end station for
cach of trains.

The delay evaluation condition mput unit 140 acquires
delay evaluation target information 240 and delay time
distribution information 241 as mnformation for delay evalu-
ation and stores the acquired information in the storage 114.
A specific implementation example of the delay evaluation
condition input unit 140 1s the same as the implementation
example of the diagram information input unit 110.

The delay evaluation target information 240 represents a
node for which delays of trains are evaluated (a delay
evaluation node). The delay evaluation node 1s represented
by a set of an evaluation target station and an event type
(departure, arrival, pass, or the like) of an evaluation target.

FIG. 16 shows an example of the delay evaluation target
information 240 and a setting screen for the delay evaluation
target information 240. An evaluation target station 1s given
as a checkbox for each of types (local and express) and
directions (inbound and outbound). An event type of an
cvaluation target 1s designated as departure in advance.
However, the event type may be arrival, pass, or the like. A
checkbox for designating the event type may be provided. In
the example shown in FIG. 16, the station A, which 1s a
starting station, the station C, which 1s an ntermediate
station, and a station E, which 1s a terminal station, are
designated as evaluation target stations. Therefore, departure
nodes at the station A, the station C, and the station E are
designated as evaluation target nodes.

The delay time distribution information 241 1s an event-
to-event delay distribution, which 1s a distribution of delay
times among events, or information necessary for creating
the event-to-event delay distribution. Examples of such
information include a parameter of a probability distribu-
tion. A parameter with respect to a probability distribution
having statistical amounts such as an average, a variance,
and a median as parameters may be set as delay time
distribution information.

Examples of the event-to-event delay distribution include
a geometrical distribution or a negative binomial distribu-
tion. Specific examples of the event-to-event delay distri-
bution include a delay distribution of a run time between
stations and a delay distribution of a dwell time at a station.
The run time corresponds to a time interval from departure
time 1n a previous station (time of a departure event) to
arrival time or pass time 1n the next station (time of an arrival
cvent or time of a pass event). The dwell time corresponds
to a time from arrival time at a station (time of an arrival
event) to departure time at the station (time of a departure
cvent).

As an example of the event-to-event delay distribution, an
example ol a probability distribution function using a geo-
metrical distribution will be described. Equation (1) repre-
sents a probability distribution function (a discrete distribu-
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tion) of the geometrical distribution. “D(k)” represents a
probability of a delay time being “k”. In Equation (1), “k”
represents a probability variable and “p” represents a geo-
metrical distribution. The geometrical distribution can be

decided as p=1/(x+1), where “x” represents an average of
delay times.

[Math 1]

Dk=(1-pY¥p(k=0,1,2, . ..) (1)

In the geometrical distribution, “p” 1s the only parameter.
Therefore, a distribution can be determined simply by giving
one statistical value to the parameter.

In FIG. 17, an example of an average of delay times of run
times among stations and an example of an average of delay
times of dwell times at the stations are shown for each of
types (local, express, and the like). When the geometrical
distribution 1s used, a distribution can be decided using such
averages as parameters. Diflerent delay time distribution
information may be used according to a type of a train.
Diflerent delay time distribution information may be used
according to a time period (for example, rush hour or not).
When a delay 1s not considered, all delay times among
events only have to be set to 0.

FIG. 18 shows an example of a probability distribution
using the geometrical distribution as an example of the
event-to-event delay distribution. A horizontal axis indicates
“k” (the delay time) and a vertical axis indicates “D(k)” (the
probability of the delay time being “k”). In this example, a
value at which a probability function becomes nonnegative
first 1s k=0. However, the distribution may be shifted to the
left or right such that the probability function becomes
nonnegative first 1n a portion where “k” 1s negative or
positive.

As another example of the delay time distribution infor-
mation 241, a histogram based on a result of delay times may
be used. As the histogram in such a case, an operation result
may be directly used. The histogram may be a sample
generated from some approximate distribution.

The Diagram Processor 500

The diagram processor 500 quickly creates, based on the
information stored in the storages 111 to 114, a diagram
satistying, while satisfying a time restriction among events
and securing transportation capacity of a train (a density
condition), various performances for, for example, enabling
passengers to arrive at destinations as early as possible
(quick-deliverability), standardizing the diagram (a balance
condition), and preventing the diagram from being easily
allected by a delay (delay robustness).

The Network Creator 520 of the Diagram Processor 500

The network creator 520 reads out the diagram 210 from
the storage 111 and converts the read-out diagram 210 1nto
a network. When the diagram 210 includes a network from
the beginning, the conversion 1s unnecessary.

FIG. 19 shows an example of the network obtained by
converting the diagram 210. The following description 1is
based on the network.

The network creator 520 specifies the preceding nodes
(the Pnodel and the Pnode2) (see FI1G. 7) of nodes and adds
information relating to the specified preceding nodes to the
diagram 210. When information relating to the preceding
nodes 1s added to the diagram 210 from the beginning, work
for specilying the preceding nodes 1s unnecessary.

The Block Creator 521

The block creator 521 creates a plurality of blocks, each
including one or more nodes, by converting nodes included
in the diagram 210 into blocks. A block means a node set
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obtained by collecting all nodes, times of which have to be
shifted by the same time when time of a certain node 1s
shifted by a fixed time. The plurality of blocks can also be
considered to be obtained by converting times included 1n
the diagram 210 into blocks.

All the nodes can be freely moved 1n some cases but are
desired to be restrained 1n other cases. For example, when
train lines are represented in a coordinate system 1n which a
horizontal axis indicates time and a vertical axis indicates
distance, 1f an inclination of an arc cannot be changed (speed
cannot be changed) during running, a time diflerence
between nodes at both ends of the arc 1s fixed. For example,
a time difference from a departure node 1, at the station A to
an arrtval node j, at the station B 1n a certain section (from
the station A to the station B) of a certain train 1s fixed. In
such a case, when time of the departure node 7, 1s delayed by
one minute, time of the arrival node j, 1s also delayed by one
minute. Therefore, a group of such nodes that cannot rela-
tively move 1s paired and referred to as block.

For example, an event (a start node) of a stop position of
a start of a section 1n which a train runs without dwelling, an
cvent (an end node) of a stop position of an end of the
section, and all events (nodes) present between the start
event and the end event are collected in one block. Alter-
natively, time of departure from the stop position at the start
of the section 1n which the train runs without dwelling, time
of arrival at the stop position at the end of the section, and
all times present between the times are collected in one

block.

At this time, since all the nodes are exclusively included
in any block, a node set V 1s divided nto sets b0, b1, . . .,
and bB. In the following description, a block to which a node
1 belongs 1s represented by b(j).

FIG. 20 shows an example of blocks created from the
group of nodes shown in FIG. 19. The group of nodes shown
in FIG. 19 1s divided into blocks b0, bl, . . ., and b25. For
example, 1t 1s assumed that moving speed between a node 1
and a node 2 1s fixed, a relative position between the node
1 and the node 2 cannot be adjusted. Therefore the node 1
and the node 2 are classified into the same block. On the

other hand, the position of a node 3 can be moved within a
range of a margin time with respect to the node 2 (that 1s, a
relative position to the node 2 can be adjusted). Therelore,

the node 3 1s not classified into the same block as the node
2

The Front-Packed Diagram Creator 522

The front-packed diagram creator 522 creates a fastest
diagram under a condition based on a restrant relation
among the blocks created by the block creator 521. The
diagram 1s referred to as front-packed diagram 300. The
restraint relation among the blocks means that relative
positions of nodes 1n the blocks are not changed. The fastest
diagram 1s a diagram in which time of a last node 1s the
carliest. The front-packed diagram creator 522 stores the
front-packed diagram 300 1in the storage 115.

FIG. 21 shows an example of a first portion of the
front-packed diagram (a portion of the train 1 and the train
2 of the front-packed diagram). This 1s created based on the
group of blocks shown i FIG. 20 and the event-to-event
interval information 211 shown i FIG. 8.

Numbers beside arcs shown i FIG. 21 represent mini-
mum 1interval times for the arcs shown 1n the event-to-event
interval information 211 shown 1n FIG. 8. Numbers of bold
letters added to the nodes represent times created by the
front-packed diagram creator 322. Times of nodes other than
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the node 1 are represented as relative times (minutes)
relative to time of the node 1 at the time when the time of
the node 1 1s set to 0.

A specific method of creating a front-packed diagram will
be described with reference to FIG. 21.

First, time of the first node 1 1s set to O.

Subsequently, concerning the node 2, since the event-to-
event 1nterval mformation 211 of an arc between the nodes
1 and 2 1s six, time of the node 2 1s 6.

Similarly, time 7 of a node 3, time 135 of a node 4, and the
like can be calculated.

Subsequently, concerning nodes 10, 11, and 12 belonging
to the block bS (see FIG. 20), the node 12 having the strictest
restriction 1s determined first 1n a relation with the 1imme-
diately preceding node. In such a case, since a minimum
interval time of 1 from the node 4 needs to be left with
respect to the node 12, time of the node 12 1s 16. Based on
this node, a relative positional relation 1n the block b3 cannot
be changed. Theretfore, time of the node 11 can be calculated
as 10 (=*time of the node 12”-*a mimmimum interval time
between the nodes 11 and 127=16-6). Similarly, time of the
node 10 can be calculated as 6 (=10-4). The times of the
nodes 1n the block are decided using the minimum interval
time. However, time intervals other than the minimum
interval time may be used.

Thereafter, times of all nodes can be determined by
deciding times 1n order from nodes belonging to a tempo-
rally earlier block. Consequently, a front-packed diagram 1s
created.

FIG. 22 shows an example of the front-packed diagram 1n
which the times of all the nodes are determined. The blocks
and the minimum 1interval time are not shown i FIG. 22.
Values of minimum run times among the stations are shown

for each of types (local and express). For example, (6, 4)

described between the station A and the station B means that
a minimum run time of the local 1s 6 minutes and a minimum
run time of the express 1s 4 minutes.

In the following description, time of nodes j of the
front-packed diagram 1s represented as “toj”’. In the front-
packed diagram, between nodes 1 and j for which an arc 1s
decided, time difference tDj-tDi 1s always equal to or larger
than a minimum 1nterval time decided for the arc. Therefore,
a margin time (represented as “MDI.: ;) between the nodes 1
and 1 1n the front-packed diagram 1s always nonnegative. “-"
represents subtraction.

FIG. 23 A shows an example in which margin times for
arcs ol a diagram after the conversion 1nto the blocks shown
in FIG. 20 are calculated. A difference 1n time between the
node 4 and the node 12 1s 1 (=16-15). This 1s equal to 1 (see
FIG. 8), which 1s a minimum 1nterval time between the node

4 and the node 12. In such a case, a margin time MD4! 15 18
0(=1-1). A diflerence in time between the node 1 and the
node 10 1s 6 (=6-0). This larger than 2 (see FIG. 8), which
1s a minimum interval time between the node 1 and the node
10. In such a case, a margin time M" 1. 10 18 4(=6-2).

A varniable x, (>=0) 1s defined for blocks b, (elements of
a set B). The variable X, indicates by how long time 1is
adjusted with respect to the front-packed diagram in min-
utes, that 1s, an adjustment amount of time. When a new
diagram obtained by shifting the blocks by the variable x,
with respect to the front-packed diagram 1s created, time {j
of the nodes j 1n the blocks 1s calculated as follows:

(2)

In the above equation, b(j) represents an ID of a block to
which the node 1 belongs, tDj represents time of the node 1 1n
the tfront-packed diagram, and x,,;, represents a time interval

0
=8 7 %)
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by which the block to which the node j belongs in the
front-packed diagram i1s shifted (an adjustment amount of
time with respect to the block; the adjustment amount 1s
applied 1n common to the nodes in the block).

A margin time (M) ot an arc between the noes 1 and j in
a diagram created anew 1s represented by the following
equation.

MM A% =Xy (3)

FIG. 23B shows an example of a new diagram obtained
as a result of shifting the blocks 1n the case of x,=0 (the
block O 1s not moved), x,=1 (the block 1 1s shifted by 1
minute in a positive time direction), and x,=2 (the block 2
1s shifted by 2 minutes in the positive time direction) in the

state shown 1n FIG. 23A.
In FIG. 23B, times of the nodes are calculated as follows:

11=1° +x,=0+0=0 4-1
1 ()

12=1°4x,=6+0=6 (4-2)
1319 3+x,=7+1=8 (4-3)
t4=t° 4+x,=15+1=16 (4-4)
110=1" | ;+x,=6+2=8 (4-5)
111=£°, 1 +x,=1042=12 (4-6)
112=1" +x,=16+2=18 (4-7)
A margin time of an arc 1s calculated as follows:
M, 10=M°| gtx5—x=2+2-0=4 (5-1)
My =M | +xs—x=1+2-1=2 (5-2)
My 15=M%, | o+xs—x,=0+2-1=1 (5-3)

The Density Condition Processor 523

The density condition processor 523 derives, for nodes (in
the example shown 1n FIG. 11, nodes having the departure
event at the station C) for which the number-of-trains
condition 1s set, a time range (upper limit time and lower
limit time) 1n which the nodes can be disposed.

FIG. 24 1s a flowchart showing an example of processing,
of the density condition processor 523. In description of the
flowchart, nodes for which the number-of-trains condition 1s
set are referred to as count target nodes.

First, 1n step S11, the density condition processor 523
sorts the count target nodes in time order and stores the count
target nodes 1n a node array “a”. “alk]” represents a k-th
node of the node array. The count target nodes may be
specified from the diagram 210 stored in the storage 111,
may be specified from the network created by the network
creator 520, or may be specified from the front-packed
diagram 300 created by the front-packed diagram creator
522.

Subsequently, the density condition processor 523 selects,
for each of time periods (time slots (t)) for which the
number-oi-trains condition 1s set (step S12), from a node
array, a node allocated to the time slot (t) preferentially from
a node earlier 1n time by a number of trains N(t) (step S13).
The density condition processor 323 performs processing for
setting start time start(t) of the time slot (t) to lower limait
time L with respect to the selected N(t) nodes j and setting,
end(t) representing end time of the time slot (t) to upper limat
time Uj (514).

A specific example will be described. In the example
shown 1n FIG. 19 described above, when the count target
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nodes are nodes of the intermediate station (the station C) of
the local, an array of the nodes are [13, 5, 21, 38, 30, 54,

46, . .. ].
It 1s assumed that the number of trains per one hour 1s
decided as [3, 3, 5, . . . ] in the order of five to si1x (=a time

slot (3)), s1x to seven (=a time slot (6)), and seven to eight
(=a time slot (7)) (see FIG. 11) and start (5)=3:00, end
(5)=5:59, start (6)=6:00, end (6)=6:59, start (7)=7:00, end
(7)=7:59, and so on. At this time, first three (13, 35, and 21)
of the node array are allocated to five to six, the next three
(38, 30, and 34) are allocated to six to seven, and so on. As
a result, the lower limit time L and the upper limit time Uj
of the nodes of the node array are as follows. The lower limait
time Lj and the upper limit time Uy are calculated 1n the same
manner for the node 46 and the subsequent nodes.

.13, L5, L21=5:00, U13, U3, U21=5:59

[.38, .30, L54=6:00, U38, U30, U54=6:59

In this way, the number-of-trains condition can be repre-
sented by a set of the lower limit L) and the upper limit Uj
of the times of the nodes 3. For example, Lj=-cc and Uj=cc
are set for nodes for which the number-of-trains condition 1s
not set.

The Evaluation Indicator Creator 524

The evaluation indicator creator 524 creates evaluation
indicators respectively relating to standardization (a balance
condition), quick-deliverability, and delay robustness. In
optimization processing described below, a weighted sum of
the evaluation indicators 1s represented as an evaluation
indicator (a general indicator).

In the above description, x, (>=0) 1s defined as the
variable representing the time by which the block b, 1s
shifted (delayed). As a variable representing an expected
value of a shift time of the nodes j, p; 1s defined. A delay in
an arc 1s referred to as primary delay and a delay 1n a node
caused by the delay in the arc is referred to as secondary
delay. The expected value of the delay time of the node j 1s
an expected value of a secondary delay time.

As described below, it 1s assumed that a delay simulation
by S scenarios (s=1, 2, . . ., and S) for giving different
primary delay times to arcs 1s performed. The magnitude of
a secondary delay in the scenario s of the node j 1s repre-
sented as “y””. In such a case, the expected value y; of the
delay time of the node 7 1s an average of secondary delay
times y; of the scenarios s. The expected value u, 1s repre-
sented as follows:

1 (6)

IS1=1 15 equivalent to performing the delay simulation once.

In the following description, a formula of an evaluation
indicator 1s created using the variable x; and the variable ..
An evaluation indicator for standardization (an evaluation
indicator for the balance condition)

First, an evaluation indicator for standardization of a
diagram (an evaluation indicator for satisfying the balance
condition) will be described.

As described with reference to FIG. 14, the balance
condition of the diagram 1s represented based on a difference
(represented as “D”) between a time diflerence of time of a
certain node from time of the preceding node and a time
difference of the time of the node from time after the node.
Therefore, the following Equation (7) only has to be calcu-
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lated concerning all departure nodes departing from a certain
station (1n the example shown 1n FIG. 14, the station C and
the station A) and minimized.

D=[departure time of the next node—departure time
of the present node]—[departure time of the
present node—departure time of the preceding
node]

(7)

When the next node 1s represented as “n(j)” and the
preceding node 1s represented as “p(])”, departure times of
the present node, the next node, and the preceding node are
represented as follows:

(7)

Departure time of the present nﬂde=rﬂj+.xbg}

(8)

: _,0
Departure time of the next node=z", X,

(9)

Consequently, minimization of the evaluation indicator
for standardization 1s represented by the following equation.
In the equation, z, represents a variable representing an
upper imit value of the absolute value of the difference D.

. - _0
Departure time of the preceding node=t"_ +x,

[Math 3]

[Math 3]

(10)

mm{ZjE Va Zj} S.1. —Z; = [IEU) + .Ig;.(ﬂ(ﬂ]] + [fgu) + ‘xﬁ'(ﬁ?u)}] —

2[3‘? +xb(ﬁ] = Zj, Vjiely

In this way, an evaluation indicator (a first evaluation
indicator) relating to standardization of an interval of an
event (a second event) relating to a station (a second stop
position) set as an evaluation target 1s created based on the
variable Xx,., representing the adjustment amount of the
fimes of the nodes (events). Minimization of the evaluation
indicator 1s formulated. The second event corresponds to the
departure nodes at the stations A and C 1n the example
described above. The first evaluation 1ndicator represents a
sum of the absolute values of differences D between differ-
ences 1n time between the second event and the preceding
events of the second event and differences 1n time between
the second event and the next events of the second event.

In other words, the first evaluation indicator 1s an indi-
cator relating to standardization of an interval of time of
departure from the second stop position, time of arrival at
the second stop position, or time of pass through the second
stop position. In such a case, the first evaluation indicator
represents a sum of the absolute values of differences
between a time difference A and a time difference B. The
time difference A 1s a difference between the time of
departure from the second stop position, the time of arrival
at the second stop position, or the time of pass through the
second stop position and time of departure from the preced-
ing stop position of the second stop position, time of arrival
at the preceding stop position, or time of pass through the
preceding stop position. The time difference B 1s a difference
between the time of departure from the second stop position,
the time of arrival at the second stop position, or the time of
pass through the second stop position and time of departure
from the next stop position of the second stop position, time
of arrival at the next stop position, or time of pass through

the next stop position.
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Evaluation Indicator for Quick-Deliverability

The evaluation ndicator for quick-deliverability of a
diagram 1s represented as a sum of required times of train
lines as follows:

[Math 4]

Quick—deliverability of a diagram=X._ . ,. __time of
an arrival node at a terminal station+delay time
of the arrival node at the terminal station—time
of a departure node at a starting station—delay
time of the departure node at the starting station

(11)

Minimization of Equation (11) will be considered. A value
of the minmimization can be represented by the following
equation using the variable x,, and the variable .. Vi and V.
respectively represent a first node set and a last node set of
a train line. As described above, X, represents a time
interval by which a block to which the node j belongs 1s
shifted (delayed).

* D
IM1ns > — 4 E fj+xb(j}+,uj

3
L JEVs J

In this way, the evaluation indicator (the second evalua-
fion 1ndicator) relating to a sum of run times 1n evaluation
sections of at least one train line 1s created. Minimization of
the evaluation indicator 1s formulated. In the example
described above, the evaluation sections are the starting
station and the terminal station. However, the evaluation
section can be optionally set as an evaluation start station
and an evaluation end station (see FIG. 15).

Evaluation Indicator for Delay Robustness

Lastly, the delay robustness of a diagram represents
difficulty of being affected by a delay. For example, an
evaluation indicator for the delay robustness can be repre-
sented by the following equation. A current node (an evalu-
ation node) 1s a node for which a delay 1s evaluated (see FIG.
16). The current node 1s, for example, a departure node (a
departure event) at a station to be evaluated.

[Math 6]

(13)

Delay robustness =

Z average of secondary delay time of nodes

CUHFFent node

Minimization of a value of Equation (13) will be consid-
ered. A value of the minimization can be represented using
u,. That 1s, the value can be represented as follows with a set
of evaluation nodes represented as “V.”.

[Math 7]

minz iy

jeVgp

(14)

Besides, for example, a probability of a delay equal to or
longer than a fixed time may be set as the evaluation
indicator considering dispersion of delay times as well.

In this way, an evaluation indicator (a third evaluation
indicator) relating to a delay time of an event (a third event)
at a station (a third dwell station) set as an evaluation target
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1s created based on distribution information of delay times
among a plurality of events. Minimization of the third
evaluation indicator 1s formulated. The third evaluation
indicator represents, as an example, a sum ol averages of
delay times of the third event (see Equation 13),

In other words, the third evaluation indicator 1s an indi-
cator for evaluating a delay time with respect to time of
departure from the third stop position, time of arrival at the
third stop position, or time of pass through the third stop
position. In such a case, the third evaluation indicator
represents a sum of averages of delay times with respect to
the time of departure from the third stop position, the time
of arrival at the third stop position, and the time of pass
through the third stop position.

The Optimizer 525

The optimizer 5235 creates an objective function (an
evaluation function) defined by the weighted sum of the
evaluation indicators created by the evaluation indicator
creator 524 and one or more restriction conditions including
a restriction condition relating to an 1nterval of a plurality of
train lines and minimizes the objective function to satisiy the
restriction condition to calculate an optimum solution or a
quasi-optimum solution ot a variable (x,;,, 1, or the like).
The optimizer 3525 stores a calculated value (adjustment
amount) of the variable in the storage 116.

An example of the objective function created by the
optimizer 523 1s shown 1n Equation (15). Equations (16) to
(21) are examples of restriction conditions.

[Math 8]

(15)

3
Mmim; { Z {27 +xp0p) + 1} = Z (£} + X + 4} ¢ +

1 _ (16)
S.1. Juj: EZJJJS,V‘)’E Vv

s=5

MI',J' = Xp(i) — Xb(j) T M&;.}. MI',J: = 0, b (f,. j) e A (17)

Viz0,Vses,VjeV (18)

yizy +d ;- M, (19)

. 7seS, VjeV, Vie prev(j)

L; (20)

0 :
J“_:Ij-l—.xb(j)i:Uj,VjEV

0 0 0 :
~2; = [y + Xouin] + [pjy + Xoon] = 20167 +xppl <25, ¥V je vy (1)

The variables are defined as follows. All the variables are
nonnegative continuous variables. However, suflixes “b”,
“s”, and *“1” are respectively defined on sets B, S, and V.

y’;: The magnitude of a time of a secondary delay 1n the
scenar1o s of the node j.

1 An average of secondary delays of the node j.

X,: The magnitude (>=0) of a time interval by which the
block b 1s shifted from the front-packed diagram. This time
interval 1s referred to as shiit value or adjustment amount.
Since the node j belongs to the block b(j), a time by which
the node j 1s delayed 1s given by “x, "

z;. An upper limit value of the absolute value of the
difference D. That 1s, an upper limit value of a diflerence
between a time diflerence of the node 7 from time of the
preceding node and a time diflerence of the node 1 from time
of the following node (a degree of imbalance of the preced-
ing and following nodes).
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M, ;; A margin time for an arc (1, j)

Constants are Defined as Follow:

V={1, 2, . . ., V} represents a set of nodes. “V.”
represents a set of starting station nodes, “V .’ represents a
set of terminal station nodes, “V . represents a set ol nodes
(evaluation nodes) for which a delay 1s evaluated, and “V ;”
represents a set ol nodes desired to be standardized (nodes
to be targets of the balance condition).

A: Asetof arcs; “prev(j)” represents a set ol nodes having
time before time of the node ;.

B: A set of suffixes of the variable x; the variable x 1s
sometimes referred to as shift variable (bufler variable) x as
well. p S={1, 2, . . ., S} is a set of scenarios.

d’, ;: A primary delay time with respect to an arc between
node 1 and 1 1n the scenario s.

L: Lower limit time of the node j.

U.: Upper limit time of the node j.

b(j): An ID of a block to which the node 1 belongs.

p(j): An ID of a node of the same station as the node 1, that
1s, a departure node (or pass) node 1n a preceding train line.

n(j): An ID of a node same as the same station as the node
1, that 1s, a departure (or pass) node of the next train line.

a,(j): Fastest time of the node j (time of the node j 1n the
front-packed diagram).

MDI.! 5+ A margin time for the arc (i, j) in the tront-packed
diagram.

A, A2, A3 Weights of evaluation indexes given 1n
advance.

In the following description, delay times of the arcs (1, 1)
are given as values d°; | different for each of the S scenarios
(=1, 2,...,and S). The value d°; ; 1s generated according
to an event-to-event delay distribution (for example, the
geometrical distribution shown 1n FIG. 18). A distribution of
a secondary delay time obtained as a result of the generation
of the value d°, , will be considered. That 1s, considering a
plurality of times of scenarios s, an average of a secondary
delay in the scenarios s 1s represented as “u,”. Equation (16)
indicates that an average delay time 1, of the nodes j 1s given
by an average of the secondary delay times y°, of the
scenarios s. A margin time given the arc between the nodes
1 and j 1s given by Equation (17) as described above.

Equations (18) and (19) are equivalent to processing for
obtaining secondary delay times of the nodes in the simu-
lation of the scenario s. A primary delay time with respect to
the arc between the nodes 1 and j 1n the scenarios s 1s
represented as “d”; . At this time, the secondary delay times
of the nodes j are represented as follows using a secondary
delay time of the immediately preceding node 1 (an element
of prev(j)) joined to the node j, a primary delay time d, |
generated between the nodes 1 and j, and a margin
time M, ..

[Math9]

}”j:mﬂx{o: max D}i'l'dz';_ﬂd(izj] I'Eprev(j)} (22)

Equation (22) 1s applied in order from the first node. As
a result, secondary delay times y°; of all the nodes can be
obtained. The above 1s represented by a linear equality as
Equations (18) and (19).

FIG. 25 1s a diagram for describing calculation of a
secondary delay time of the node 7. When a certain node j 1s
allected by delays of two nodes, that 1s, a preceding node 1,
of the self train and a preceding node 1, of the preceding
train, delay time from the preceding node 1, of the self train
1s represented as “y; +d;; ,~M; ;7 (a time exceeding a
margin time M;, ;1s a delay time). A delay time of the node
1 from the preceding node 1, of the preceding train 1s
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represented as “y,,+d;, —M,, . (a time exceeding a margin
time M,, ; 1s a delay time). Since large values of the delays
are propagated, a maximum value among the values only has
to be selected (a max function on the 1nner side 1n Equation
(22)). Further, usually, departure earlier than predetermined
time 1s not allowed 1n a diagram. Therefore, a larger value
of the selected value and 0 only has to be selected (a max
function on the outer side 1 Equation (22)). The selected
value only has to be considered *y”.

Equation (20) gives upper limit times and lower limit
times ot blocks as restrictions. “L;”” and “U,” in this equation
are values representing upper and lower limit values of times
ol nodes calculated based on the number-of-trains condition.
Equation (20) 1s a restriction condition based on the number-
of-trains condition and 1s an example of a restriction con-
dition relating to an interval of a plurality of train lines.

Lastly, Equation (21) 1s an inequality for the standardiza-
tion described above (for satistying the balance condition).

Mathematical programming models represented by Equa-
tions (15) to (21) described above are linear programming,
and can be solved by using a mathematical programming
solver such as Gurobi Optimizer or CPLEX. The mathemati-
cal programming models may be solved using a meta-
heuristic method such as GA (Genetic Algorithm) or SA

(Simulated Annealing). As a result, an optimum solution or
a quasi-optimum solution relating to “x,,”, “u”, and “z;”
can be calculated. Calculated X(X,1y. X090 Xpzys - - - )
represents a shift value of the nodes j with respect to the
front-packed diagram.

The optimizer 525 stores the calculated variable x(x,,,,
Xp2p Xp3ys - - - ) 10 the storage 116 as shitt information. The
optimizer 525 may store a variable u (1, uw,, L5, . . . ) in the
storage 116 1n addition to the variable x. The optimizer 525
may store a value of a vanable z (z,, z,, Zy, . . . ) 1n the
storage 116.

The Output Diagram Creator 390

The output diagram creator 390 creates an output diagram
510 based on the shift values (the adjustment amounts) x,,;,
of the nodes stored 1n the storage 116 and the front-packed
diagram 300 stored 1n the storage 115. The output diagram
510 1s obtained by adding the shift values x,,,, ot the nodes
to the times of the nodes 7 1n the front-packed diagram 300.
This 1s equivalent to moving (delaying) the nodes in the
front-packed diagram 300 along the time axis by the shiit
values X, ;, of the nodes. Shitt values of nodes belonging to
the same block are the same. In the example shown 1n FIG.
20 described above, the shift value x,,, of the node 1=the
shift value x,,, of the node 2. This 1s equivalent to a shift
value of a block b0 (a block with a block 1D=0).

FIG. 26 1s data representing a process for obtaining the
output diagram 510. The data includes a node 1D, a train line
ID, time, a station, fastest time, a block ID, a shift value, and
time after shift (time after adjustment). The fastest time 1s
time of a node 1n the front-packed diagram. The block ID 1s
an ID of a block to which the nodes belong. The shift value
1s a shift value of the block to which the nodes belong. The
time after shaft 1s time obtained by adding the shift value to
the fastest time.

FI1G. 27 1s a graph 1n which train lines of trains in the data
shown 1n FIG. 26 are plotted with a horizontal axis indicat-
ing time and a vertical axis indicating station. The graph 1s
drawn using the time after shift as positions of the nodes.
The graph corresponds to the output diagram 510. Informa-
tion (for example, the node 1D, the train line 1D, the time, the
station, the type, and the time after shift) necessary as a
diagram extracted from the data of FIG. 26 may be used as

the output diagram 3510. In the output diagram 510, the
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balance condition, the quick-deliverability, the delay robust-
ness, the number-of-trains condition, and the like are satis-
fied. In the following description, the output diagram 1in
which the balance condition, the quick-deliverability, the
delay robustness, the number-of-trains condition, and the
like are satisfied will be described using another specific
example.

FIG. 28 1s a graph showing the output diagram 3510
created for a diagram according to an example different from
the example shown 1n FIG. 26. A departure station of trains
(train lines) 1 to 12 1s the station A and a terminal station of
the trains (the train lines) 1 to 12 1s the station E. Train lines
indicated by solid lines represent train lines of local trains.
Train lines indicated by broken lines represent train lines of
express trains.

In this example, as the number-of-trains condition (the
number of trains per one hour), three trains are designated at
5:00 to 6:00, three trains are designated at 6:00 to 7:00, three
trains are designated at 7:00 to 8:00, and so on for departure
nodes at the station C. In the output diagram 510 shown in
FI1G. 28, at 5:00 to 6:00, three trains 1n total, that 1s, two local
trains and one express train are included. At 6:00 to 7:00,
three trains 1n total, that 1s, one local train and two express
trains are included. At 7:00 to 8:00, three local trains and two
express tramns are included. Accordingly, the number-oi-
trains condition 1s satisfied.

In this example, the balance condition 1s set for each the
types (local and express) for departure nodes at the station
C and departure nodes at the station A. In the departure
nodes at the station A, intervals of local trains are generally
equal and intervals of express trains are also generally equal.
In the departure nodes at the station C, intervals of local
trains are generally equal and intervals of express trains are
also generally equal. Accordingly, the balance condition 1s
satisfied. Since the balance condition 1s not set between the
local trains and the express trains, for example, the departure
nodes at the station C of the local trains and the departure
nodes at the station C of the express trains may be close to
cach other.

In this example, times of the nodes are optimized such
that a delay less easily occurs (the times do not exceed or
less easily exceed the margin time). The delay robustness 1s
also satisfied. For example, 1n parts indicated by black
circles, even if the express train 9 passes through the station
D later than time of the diagram, the local train 8 can depart
from the D station within the margin time. Therefore, a delay
does not occur or less easily occurs.

In this example, schedules of the trains are optimized such
that the trains reach sections from staring stations to terminal
stations as fast as possible. Therefore, the quick-deliverabil-
ity 1s also satisfied.

A form of the output diagram 510 1s not limited to the
example shown in FIG. 27 or FIG. 28. For example, a
method of outputting the output diagram 510 for a part of
trains and stations such as stations of interest (for example,
terminal stations or junction stations) may be adopted. A
method of outputting the output diagram 510 for a part of
trains and stations set by the user may be adopted. The
output diagram 510 may be represented 1n the form of a table
including attributes for each of nodes. The output diagram
510 may be data equivalent to the form of a table. Concemn-
ing the indicators such as the delay robustness, the quick-
deliverability, and the balance condition, representative val-
ues of the entire diagram, values for each of the trains, and
the like may be displayed.

According to the processing described above, the output
diagram 510 satistying the restriction condition or the vari-
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ous performances 1s finally obtained. The display 400 dis-
plays the output diagram 510. The display 400 may display
the vanable X (X, (13, X5(2)s Xp(ays - - - ). The display 400 may
display the vanable u (u,, w,, L4, . . . ). The display 400 may
display the varniable z (z,, z,, z,, . . . ).

The display 400 may display statistical values such as a
delay distribution or an expected delay time of a relevant
event, a probability of a delay 1n X minutes or more, an
expected value and dispersion of a delay time, and an X
percentile value of a delay time.

These statistical values can be calculated by regarding
delay times y°; in scenarios as histograms of delay times.
Values of the balance condition, the quick-deliverability, and
the delay robustness represented by the terms of Equation
(15) may be output. Units of these values are minute. The
user can intuitively understand the values.

When additional mmput information 1s obtained, output
information described below may be obtained by combining
the mput information with the obtained output diagram.

In a certain train and a certain station (or a plurality of
trains and a plurality of stations), when penalty cost of C yen
occurs when the train delays Y minutes, an expected value
of the penalty cost due to the delay. The expected value can
be calculated by regarding the delay times y”; in the sce-
narios as histograms of delay times.

When an OD (a statistical value of origin and destination
stations) of passengers 1s used, an expected value of the
number of people aflected by the delay. The expected value
can also be calculated by using the delay times y° .

The output may be output for, rather than showing the
entire output diagram, showing only a part of the output
diagram and calculating and displaying the indicators for the
part. As a method of extracting the part, extraction of a
specific section, a specific time period, a specific train
(group of trains), a combination of the foregoing, or the like
1s conceivable.

FIG. 29 shows an example of a screen for imnputting
parameters relating to the number-of-trains condition, the
standardization (the balance condition), the quick-deliver-
ability, and the delay robustness and executing optimization.

Pulldown lists 2 to 7 shown 1n FIG. 29 are pulldown lists
for performing setting of a reference node V,, which 1s a
current node of the standardization (the balance condition)
and the number-of-trains condition and setting of a time
period. The user performs the setting by the pulldown lists
using input means. In the pulldown list 2, the user selects a
reference station for the standardization and the number-oi-
trains condition.

In the pulldown list 3, the user selects a train type. The
user can select a type out of listed train type names already
registered. A default value 1s, as an example, “all” repre-
senting all types.

In the pulldown list 4, the user selects width of a time
period to be standardized. The user can select, for example,
“3 hours™, “2 hours”, “1 hour”, “30 minutes”, and the like.
A default value 1s, as an example, “1 hour”.

In the pulldown list 5, the user selects an offset interval of
the time period selected 1n the pulldown list 4. The oflset
interval represents how much start time of the time period 1s
shifted from predetermined start time (for example, 5:00). A
default value 1s, as an example, O minute. When the time
period selected 1n the pulldown list 4 1s 30 minutes, the user
can select values such as “0 minute”, “10 minutes”, “15
minutes”, and “20 minutes”. When the selected time period
1s 1 hour, the user can select values such as “0 minute”, “15
minutes”, “30 minutes”, and “45 minutes”.
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In the pulldown list 6, the user selects timing when the
reference station selected in the pulldown list 2 1s set as a
target of the standardization and the number-of-trains con-
dition. The user can select, for example, “departure time” or
“arrtval time”. A default time 1s, as an example, “departure
time”.

In the pulldown list 7, the user sets whether pass through
the reference station 1s included as a target of the standard-
1zation or a target of counting of the number of trains in the
number-oi-trains condition. As an example, the user can
select “not consider pass” and “consider pass”. A default
value 1s, as an example, “not consider pass”.

The pulldown lists 8, 9, and 10 are pulldown lists for
setting the evaluation indicators (A,, A,, and A;). As
described above, A, A,, and A, are the weights relating to the
respective evaluation indicators: the standardization (the
balance condition), the quick-deliverability, and the delay
robustness.

The user can select, for example, “standard” (for example,
1.0), “attach importance” (for example, 10.0), and “not
attach importance” (for example, 0.1). A default value 1s, as
an example, the “standard”. As A,, A,, and A,, values
obtained by dividing the set values by a total number of
nodes, a total number of train lines, the number of evaluation
target nodes, or the like may be used. Evaluation indicators
to which the user attaches more importance can be set by the
pulldown lists 8, 9, and 10. Therefore, the user can efli-
ciently perform trial and error and obtain a diagram
demanded by the user.

Items 11 to 19 are items for setting the number-of-trains
condition.

The item 13 represents the time periods set by the
pulldown lists 4 and 5. The number of trains in two direc-
tions (for example, inbound and outbound) corresponding to
the time periods can be set by the items 11, 12, and 14 to 18.

The 1tems 11 and 12 represent direction names, for
example, names such as inbound and outbound. In FIG. 29,
the item 11 represents the “inbound” direction and the item
12 represent the “outbound” direction and vice versa.

The items 15 and 18 represent set numbers of trains
(numbers of trains by time periods) corresponding to the
directions of “inbound” and “outbound”. In the 1tems 15 and
18, 1n default, the numbers of trains corresponding to time
periods 1n an original diagram (that 1s, the numbers of
reference nodes included 1n the time periods) are displayed
(1n FIG. 29, description of the numbers of trains 1s omitted
and a blank 1s displayed).

The 1tems 14 and 16 are buttons for moving the number
of trains to preceding and following time periods with
respect to the direction of “inbound”. The 1tems 17 and 19
are buttons for moving the number of trains to preceding and
following time periods with respect to the direction of
“outbound”. The 1tems 14, 16, 17, and 19 can be respectively
pressed as buttons.

For example, the item 14 1s a function of, according to
button pressing, reducing the number of trains by time
period of “inbound” 1n the 1tem 15 by one and increasing the
number of trains by time period of “inbound” 1 a row
immediately above the item 15 by one. The 1tem 16 1s a
function of, according to button pressing, reducing the
number of trains by time period of “inbound™ 1n the item 15
by one and increasing the number of trains by time period of
“mmbound” 1n a row immediately below the item 15 by one.
The 1tem 17 1s a function of, according to button pressing,
reducing the number of trains by time period of “outbound”
in the item 18 by one and increasing the number of trains by
time period of “outbound” in a row immediately below the
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item 18 by one. The 1item 19 1s a function of, according to
button pressing, reducing the number of trains by time
period of “outbound” 1n the 1tem 18 by one and increasing
the number of trains by time period of “outbound” 1n a row
immediately below the item 18 by one. The item 14 and the
item 17 are not displayed in a top row. When the number of
trains by time period of “inbound” of the item 15 1s 0, the
item 14 cannot be pressed. The 1tem 16 1s not displayed 1n
a last row. When the number of trains by time period of
“mmbound” 1s 0, the 1tem 16 cannot be pressed.

The 1tems 11 to 19 described above are mput interfaces
for preventing a situation in which a total of set numbers of
trains 1s different from a total number of trains of the original
diagram and a solution i1s not obtained. With the nput
interfaces, there 1s an effect that input work can be efliciently
performed.

Lastly, after inputting the above, the user presses the
button 1, whereby processing by the diagram processor 500
1s executed.

FIG. 30 1s a flowchart showing an example of processing
by the diagram creation apparatus shown in FIG. 1. The
network creator 520 creates a network of a diagram based on
the diagram (the first diagram) 210 and the event-to-event
interval mformation 211 1n the storage 111 (S21).

The block creator 521 collects, based on the network of
the diagram, a group of events (nodes), relative positions of
which cannot be changed, into one block to thereby create
a plurality of blocks (S22). For example, when speed 1n an
arc 1s fixed, relative positions of nodes at both ends of the arc
cannot be changed. Therefore, the nodes are included 1n one
block. When speed between arcs can be changed, each of
individual nodes only has to be created as a block (a block
including one node).

The front-packed diagram creator 522 decides earliest
time in order from time of a node belonging to a block
present temporally earliest to create a front-packed diagram
in which times of all nodes are provisionally determined
(S23).

The density condition processor 523 creates, based on the
number-oi-trains condition information 220 in the storage
112, for nodes of evaluation targets of train lines (a set of
stations and events set as evaluation targets), restriction
conditions for lower limit times and upper limit times of the
nodes such that a designated number of nodes are included
in each of time periods (S24)

The evaluation indicator creator 524 creates, based on the
balance condition imnformation 221 in the storage 112, an
evaluation indicator (a first evaluation 1ndicator) relating to
standardization 1ncluding variables representing shift
amounts of the blocks (adjustment amounts of times of
nodes included 1n the blocks) (525). The evaluation indica-
tor creator 524 creates, based on the quick-deliverability
evaluation condition imnformation 230 1n the storage 113, an
evaluation indicator (a second evaluation indicator) relating
to quick-deliverability including the vanables (S25). The
evaluation indicator creator 524 creates, based on the delay
evaluation target information 240 and the delay time distri-
bution information 241 in the storage 114, an evaluation
indicator (a third evaluation indicator) relating to delay
robustness including the varniables (S235).

The optimizer 5235 calculates a sum of the evaluation
indicators created by the evaluation indicator creator 524 to
thereby create an objective function (an evaluation function)
(S26). The optimizer 5235 optimizes or quasi-optimizes (for
example, to minmimum or a threshold or less) under the
restriction condition created in step S24 or other restriction
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conditions to thereby calculate values (adjustment amounts
or shift values) of the variables (526).

The output diagram creator 390 creates the output dia-
gram 510 based on the calculated values of the variables and
the front-packed diagram 300 (527). More specifically, the
output diagram creator 390 adds the calculated values of the
variables to the times of the nodes (the events) in the
front-packed diagram 300 to thereby create the output
diagram 3510. The created output diagram 510 1s stored 1n the
storage 117. The display 400 displays the output diagram
510 stored 1n the storage 117.

As described above, according to the present embodi-
ment, by minimizing the objective function based on the
evaluation indicators relating to the standardization, the
quick-deliverability, and the delay robustness under the
restriction condition based on the number-oi-trains condi-
tion or the like, 1t 1s possible to quickly create a diagram
satisiying various requests for the number-of-trains condi-
tion, the standardization, the quick-deliverability, and the
delay robustness.

[Modification 1]

The front-packed diagram 1s created 1n the embodiment
described above. However, the processing by the density
condition processor 323 and the subsequent processing may
be performed without creating the front-packed diagram. In
such a case as well, it 1s possible to perform the same
processing as the processing in the present embodiment by
defining the vanable x to take not only a positive value but
also a negative value as movement amounts of the blocks. In
such a case, 1n the embodiment described above, the blocks
are disposed to satisly the restriction of the minimum
interval time when the front-packed diagram 1s created.
Therefore, 1t 1s unnecessary to consider the restriction of the
minimum interval time 1n the optimization processing. That
1s, the processing satisiying the restriction of the minimum
interval time 1s performed at a point in time when the
front-packed diagram 1s created. When the front-packed
diagram 1s not created, as a part of the restriction condition
in the optimization processing, a condition that a time
interval between events 1s set to a time 1nterval equal to or
longer than a time interval indicated by the event-to-event
interval information only has to be added. Processing for
satistying the restriction of the minimum interval time 1n this
way may be performed at a point 1n time of the creation of
the front-packed diagram or may be performed at a point in
time of the optimization processing.

[Modification 2]

The optimization processing may be performed by adding
a restriction condition for fixing a part of the original
diagram. For example, 1n some case, only for the departure
time at the station A, the same time as the time of the original
diagram or specific time 1s desired to be used. In such a case,
a restriction condition for fixing time of a departure event (a
fourth event) at the station A, which 1s a predetermined
event, 1s added. U=L;=t*; only has to be set in the formu-
lation: “t™1” represents time desired to be set for the node j.
When 1t 1s desired to preserve the time of the ornginal
diagram as much as possible, U=t* —-A, L =t*;+A, and the
like only have to be set in the formulation and mathematical
modeling for reducing A as much as possible only has to be
implemented.

[Modification 3]

A part of the plurality of evaluation indicators described
above may not be used. For example, the quick-deliverabil-
ity condition may not be used as the evaluation indicator. In
such a case, A,=0 only has to be set. The quick-deliverability
evaluation condition mnput unit 130, the quick-deliverability
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evaluation condition information 230, and the storage 113
are unnecessary as components. The delay robustness may
not be used as the evaluation indicator. In such a case, A,=0
only has to be set. The delay evaluation condition input unit
140, the delay evaluation target information 240, the delay
time distribution information 241, and the storage 114 are
unnecessary as components.

[Modification 4]

When a solution satisfying the restriction condition 1s not
obtained 1n the optimization processing, indication to that
ellect and 1t’s reason may be presented to the user. For
example, when the number of trains per one hour 1s too large
in the number-of-trains condition information 220, 1n some
case, a predetermined interval time cannot be secured
between train lines (between nodes of different train lines)
and a solution satistying the balance condition 1s not
obtained. In such a case, indication to that eflect and
information indicating 1t’s reason may be output to the
display 400.

[Modification 5]

The evaluation function may be changeable by the user.
For example, the user may be able to freely input, from a
screen (with, for example, a slide bar), the weights A, A, and
i, relating to the respective evaluation indicators of the
balance condition, the quick-deliverability, and the delay
robustness of Equation (15). For example, a user who
desires to attach more importance to the balance condition
sets a relatively large value to A,. In this way, the user can
freely adjust the evaluation function.

(Hardware Configuration)

FIG. 31 illustrates a hardware configuration of the dia-
gram creation apparatus (information processing apparatus)
in the present embodiment. The mmformation processing
apparatus 1n the present embodiment 1s configured with a
computer device 150. The computer device 150 includes a
CPU 151, an mput interface 152, a display device 133, a
communication device 154, a main storage device 1535 and
an external storage device 156, which are connected to each
other with a bus 157.

The CPU (central processing unit) 101 executes a com-
puter program on the main storage device 155. The program
1s a program which realizes the above-described respective
functional components of the imnformation processing appa-
ratus 101. Each functional component 1s realized by the CPU
151 executing the program.

The imput interface 152 1s a circuit for mputting an
operation signal from an 1mput device such as a keyboard, a
mouse and a touch panel to the information processing
apparatus 101. The mput function of the elements 110, 120,
130 and 140 can be implemented 1n the mput interface 152.

The display device 133 displays data or information
output from the information processing apparatus. While the
display device 153 1s, for example, an LCD (Liquid Crystal
Display), an organic electroluminescence display, a CRT
(Cathode Ray Tube) or a PDP (Plasma Display Panel), the
display device 153 1s not limited to these. The data or
information output from the computer device 150 can be
displayed at this display device 153. The display 400 can be
implemented 1n the display device 153.

The communication device 154 1s a circuit for the infor-
mation processing apparatus 101 to perform communication
with an external device 1n a wireless or wired manner. Data
can be input from the external device via the communication
device 154. Information mput from the external device can
be stored in the DB. The communication function of the
clements 110, 120, 130 and 140 can be implemented 1n the
communication device 154.
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The main storage device 1355 stores the program for
realizing processing of the present embodiment, data nec-
essary lfor execution of the program, data generated by
execution of the program, or the like. The program 1is
expanded on the main storage device 155 and executed.
While the main storage device 155 1s, for example, a RAM,
a DRAM and an SRAM, the main storage device 1535 1s not
limited to these. Each DB and each storage may be con-
structed on the main storage device 155.

The external storage device 156 stores the program, data
necessary for execution of the program, data generated by
execution of the program, or the like. These program and
data are read out to the main storage device 155 1in the
processing ol the present embodiment. While the external
storage device 156 1s, for example, a hard disk, an optical
disk, a flash memory, and a magnetic tape, the external
storage device 156 1s not limited to these. Each DB and each
storage may be constructed on the external storage device
156.

Note that the program may be installed 1n the computer
device 150 1n advance or may be stored 1n a storage medium
such as a CD-ROM. Further, the program may be uploaded
on the Internet.

The computer device 150 may be provided with one or
more processors 1351, mput interfaces 152, display devices
153, communication devices 154 and main memories 155,
and peripheral equipment such as a printer and a scanner
may be connected to the computer device 150.

Further, the computer device 150 may be configured with
a single computer device 150 or may be configured as a
system 1ncluding a plurality of computer devices 150 which
are connected to each other.

While certain approaches have been described, these
approaches have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the mventions.
Indeed, the apparatuses described herein may be embodied
in a variety of other forms; furthermore various omissions,
substitutions and changes 1n the form of the apparatuses
described herein may be made. The accompanying claims
and their equivalents are mtended to cover such forms or
modifications as would fall within the scope of the mven-
tions.

The mnvention claimed 1s:

1. An mnformation processing apparatus comprising:

a diagram processor configured to

set, based on a first diagram of first to n-th train lines

including at least one time of: times of departure of a
vehicle from stop positions, times of arrival of the
vehicle at the stop positions, and times of pass of the
vehicle through the stop positions, a plurality of vari-
ables representing an adjustment amount of the time for
cach of the stop position for each of the first to n-th train
lines,
perform at least two of a first process, a second process
and a third process to create a plurality of evaluation
indicator 1ncluding at least two of a first evaluation
indicator, a second evaluation indicator and a third
evaluation indicator,
the first process being a process for creating the first
cvaluation indicator for leveling an interval of
time of departure from, arrival at, or passing
through at least one first stop location to be
evaluated for the stop locations based on the
plurality of varniables, the first evaluation indicator
including the plurality of variables,
the second process being a process for creating the
second evaluation indicator relating to a sum of
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travel times 1n an evaluation interval of at least
one of the first to nth train lines based on the
plurality of variables, the second evaluation 1ndi-
cator including the plurality of variables, and

the third process being a process for creating the
third evaluation indicator relating to a delay time
for time of departure from at least one second stop
position to be evaluated for the stop locations, a
delay time for time of arrival at the second stop
position, or a delay time for time of passing the
second stop position, based on the plurality of
variables and distribution information of a delay
time between the stop positions, and

weight the plurality of evaluation indicators, generate

an objective function representing a sum of the

weighted evaluation indicators, and optimize or sub-

optimize the objective function to obtain values of

the plurality of vanables; and

an output diagram creator configured to add the calculated

values of the plurality of variables to the times of the
stop positions corresponding to the plurality of vari-
ables to create a second diagram in which times for the
stop positions 1n the first diagram 1s adjusted.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
diagram processor calculates the objective function based on
a restriction condition relating to an interval of the first to
n-th train lines.

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the
restriction condition includes a condition on a number of
train lines including;:

a time of departure from a {first stop position 1 a first

period,

a time of arrival at the first stop position 1n a first period;

or

a time of pass through the first stop position 1n a first

period.

4. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the
restriction condition includes, for each of vehicle types of
first to n-th vehicles, a condition relating to at least one of
the number of trains and a first stop position.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the first
evaluation indicator represents a sum of absolutes of difler-
ences between

a difference between (1) the time of departure from a first

stop position, the time of arrival at the first stop
position, or the time of pass through the first stop
position and (2) a time of departure from a preceding
stop position of the first stop position, a time of arrival
at the preceding stop position, or a time of pass through
the preceding stop position, and

a difference between (3) the time of departure from the

first stop position, the time of arrival at the first stop
position, or the time of pass through the first stop
position and (4) a time of departure from a next stop
position of the first stop position, a time of arrival at the
next stop position, and a time of pass through the next
stop position.

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
diagram processor creates the first evaluation indicator for
cach of types of first to n-th vehicles.

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the third
evaluation indicator represents a sum ol averages of the
delay time for the time of departure from the second stop
position, the time of arrival at the second stop position, or
the time of pass through the second stop position.

8. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the
diagram processor optimizes or suboptimizes the objective
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function under a condition that a predetermined time among
the times 1n the first diagram 1s not changed.

9. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
diagram processor optimizes or suboptimizes the objective
function under a condition that a time interval between the
stop positions 1s equal to or larger than a time interval
indicated by interval information.

10. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the diagram processor converts the times into a plurality

of blocks for each of the first to n-th train lines,

the adjustment amount represents an adjustment amount

of time 1n block units, and

the output diagram creator creates the second diagram

based on the plurality of blocks and the calculated
adjustment amount.

11. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the
diagram processor collects a time of departure from a stop
position at a start of a section of running without dwelling,
a time of arrival at a stop position at an end of the section,
and all times existing between the time of departure and the
time of arrival into one block.

12. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the first to n-th train lines include at least one event,

the event includes

the stop position and,

the time of departure of the vehicle from the stop posi-

tions, the time of arrival of the vehicle at the stop
position, or the time of pass of the vehicle through the
stop position, and

the diagram processor optimizes or suboptimizes the

objective function to obtain an adjustment amount of
the time of the event 1n the first to n-th train lines and
creates the second diagram based on the adjustment
amount and the first diagram.

13. An mformation processing method comprising:

reading out, from a memory, a first diagram of first to n-th

train lines including at least one time of: times of
departure of a vehicle from stop positions, times of
arrival of the vehicle at the stop positions, and times of
pass ol the vehicle through the stop positions;

setting a plurality of variables representing an adjustment

amount of the time for each of the stop position for each

of the first to n-th train lines based on the first diagram;

performing at least two of a {irst process, a second process

and a third process to create a plurality of evaluation

indicator including at least two of a first evaluation

indicator, a second evaluation indicator and a third

evaluation indicator,

the first process being a process for creating the first
evaluation indicator for leveling an interval of time
of departure from, arrival at, or passing through at
least one first stop location to be evaluated for the
stop locations based on the plurality of variables, the
first evaluation indicator including the plurality of
variables,

the second process being a process for creating the
second evaluation indicator relating to a sum of
travel times 1n an evaluation interval of at least one
of the first to nth train lines based on the plurality of
variables, the second evaluation indicator including
the plurality of varnables, and

the third process being a process for creating the third
evaluation indicator relating to a delay time for time
of departure from at least one second stop position to
be evaluated for the stop locations, a delay time for
time of arrival at the second stop position, or a delay
time for time of passing the second stop position,
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based on the plurality of variables and distribution
information of a delay time between the stop posi-
tions;

welghting the plurality of evaluation indicators, generat-

ing an objective function representing a sum of the
weilghted evaluation indicators, and optimizing or sub-
optimizing the objective function to obtain values of
the plurality of variables; and

adding the calculated values of the plurality of variables

to the times of the stop positions corresponding to the
plurality of variables to create a second diagram in
which times for the stop positions 1n the first diagram
1s adjusted.

14. A non-transitory computer readable medium having a
computer program stored therein which causes a computer
when the computer program 1s executed by the computer to
perform processes comprising:

reading out, from a memory, a {irst diagram of first to n-th

train lines including at least one time of: times of
departure of a vehicle from stop positions, times of
arrival of the vehicle at the stop positions, and times of
pass of the vehicle through the stop positions;

setting a plurality of variables representing an adjustment

amount of the time for each of the stop position for each
of the first to n-th train lines based on the first diagram;
performing at least two of a {irst process, a second process
and a third process to create a plurality of evaluation
indicator including at least two of a first evaluation
indicator, a second evaluation indicator and a third
evaluation indicator,
the first process being a process for creating the first
evaluation indicator for leveling an interval of time
of departure from, arrival at, or passing through at
least one first stop location to be evaluated for the
stop locations based on the plurality of variables, the
first evaluation indicator including the plurality of
variables,
the second process being a process for creating the
second evaluation indicator relating to a sum of
travel times 1n an evaluation interval of at least one
of the first to nth train lines based on the plurality of
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variables, the second evaluation indicator including
the plurality of variables, and

the third process being a process for creating the third
evaluation 1ndicator relating to a delay time for time
of departure from at least one second stop position to
be evaluated for the stop locations, a delay time for
time of arrival at the second stop position, or a delay
time for time of passing the second stop position,
based on the plurality of variables and distribution
information of a delay time between the stop posi-
tions;

weighting the plurality of evaluation indicators, generat-

ing an objective function representing a sum of the
weilghted evaluation 1ndicators, and optimizing or sub-
optimizing the objective function to obtain values of
the plurality of variables; and

adding the calculated values of the plurality of variables

to the times of the stop positions corresponding to the
plurality of variables to create a second diagram in
which times for the stop positions in the first diagram
1s adjusted.

15. The apparatus according to claim 1, further compris-
ing a display configured to present a screen for a user to
input information regarding the weights of the first evalua-
tion indicator, said second evaluation indicator, and said
third evaluation indicator, and

the diagram processor weights the first evaluation indi-

cator, the second evaluation indicator, and the third
evaluation 1ndicator based on the information mput by
the user.

16. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein

the display presents a user-selectable level of importance

for the first indicator, the second indicator, and the third

indicator, respectively, and the display presents the

user-selectable level of importance for the first, second,

and third evaluation indicators, respectively, and

the diagram processor weights the first indicator, the
second indicator, and the third indicator according to
the level selected by the user.
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