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AIRBAG MODULE FOR AUTOMOTIVE
VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a national stage of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/EP2019/081823, filed Nov. 19, 2019, the
disclosure of which 1s incorporated herein by reference in 1ts
entirety, and which claimed priority to German Patent Appli-
cation No. 202018106544.0, filed Nov. 19, 2018, the dis-
closure of which 1s incorporated herein by reference 1n 1ts
entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates to an airbag module for an auto-
motive vehicle. In one arrangement, the disclosed airbag
module comprises a folded intlatable airbag, a fastening
clement for mounting the airbag on the automotive vehicle,
a mounting jacket 1n which the folded airbag 1s accommo-
dated and fixed, as well as an elongate flexible holding strap
for positioning the airbag 1n 1ts deployed inflated state.

BACKGROUND

Airbags, especially those for restraining vehicle occu-
pants, are designed to adopt a defined position relative to the
vehicle 1n the vehicle interior in their deployed intlated state
to achieve a predetermined restraiming effect.

In many known airbags, an edge of the airbag 1s fixed
within the vehicle, with a respective filling opeming clamped
to a housing part of an airbag module. Examples of such
airbags are front airbags for drivers and passengers.

Moreover, there are also side airbags, however, which are
in the form of a curtain airbag, for example. Curtain airbags
are fixed to the vehicle not only 1n the area of their filling
opening but also by elongate flexible holding straps. Said
holding straps are fastened both on the airbag and on the
vehicle to bridge the distance between the airbag and the
respective attachment point within the vehicle. In the case of
an accident, the airbag 1s retained 1n its desired position by
said holding straps. Usually the holding straps are fastened
to the A, B, C and/or D pillars of the vehicle.

For mounting a holding strap to the vehicle, usually a
fastening element attached to the holding strap 1s provided.
In the state of the art, said fastening elements usually are
lugs made from sheet metal. The lugs may be provided with
a hook-shaped extension and/or an opening to snap-fasten
the lugs into an opening of the vehicle body, for example,
and to screw them to the vehicle body. An airbag fastened 1n
this way 1s known, e.g. from EP 2 995 313 Al.

After mounting the airbag module to the vehicle body, the
holding strap 1s still loose and 1s not tensioned before
deployment of the airbag. There 1s at least the option that the
loosely hanging holding strap may get pinched, for example,
when an inner vehicle lining 1s attached, which later might
result in undesired delay or impairment of airbag deploy-
ment when the airbag module 1s activated. Furthermore,
issues 1n further vehicle assembly are possible. For example,
an assembler or an assembling robot may get caught by the
loose holding strap portion of the airbag module.

Therefore, there 1s a need to provide an airbag module in
which reliable, quick and predefined airbag deployment may

be accomplished with little effort.

SUMMARY

An airbag module of the type mentioned above i1s dis-
closed 1n which a holding strap 1s connected to a mounting
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jacket or 1s received 1n the mounting jacket 1n a folded state
of the airbag. Apart from fixation of the folded airbag, the
mounting jacket also serves for positioning and fixing the
holding strap in position so that there are no loose holding
strap portions Ifreely hanging around outside the airbag
module.

In one exemplary arrangement, the holding strap 1s a
textile holding strap, such as a fabric holding strap, which
allows the holding strap to be manufactured at low cost with
high tensile strength and to be fastened to the airbag by
stitching with little effort. The airbag may be equally made
from fabric. Alternatively, other configurations such as use
of a plastic film, are contemplated by the disclosure.

In one exemplary embodiment of the airbag module, the
holding strap 1s designed separately and 1s connected, espe-
cially stitched, to the airbag at a first strap end. Alternatively,
it 1s also contemplated, however, to design the holding strap
as an airbag extension so that the airbag integrally merges
into the holding strap at the first strap end.

In one exemplary arrangement, in a deployed inflated
state of the airbag, the holding strap 1s tensioned between the
first strap end and the fastening element to be stretched over
its free strap length, with the holding strap being connected
to the mounting jacket or received 1n the mounting jacket in
the folded state of the airbag so that it 1s turned over or
folded at least once to reduce the free strap length.

According to one exemplary arrangement of the airbag
module, the airbag 1s a curtain airbag, especially a curtain
side airbag. Said airbag modules are especially large and
frequently include long holding straps so that loose strap
portions are diflicult and positioning or fixing the holding
strap 1n the folded state of the airbag would be desirable.

In one exemplary arrangement, 1n curtain airbags, the
mounting jacket may be a mounting tube elongated along a
longitudinal axis which, at least at one axial end, has a tube
end portion of reduced tube section and wherein the second
strap end extends through the tube end portion and the
remaining holding strap 1s folded and received 1n the mount-
ing tube adjacent to the tube end portion.

In one exemplary arrangement, the fastening element 1s a
sheet metal lug, and may be a cut and bent part made from
steel.

The mounting jacket may be manufactured from tearable
maternal and/or may include predetermined breaking points
so that the mounting jacket provides a mounting fixation, but
also tears upon deployment of the airbag. While conven-
tional mounting jackets made from thin fabric or plastic
material are already known for mounting fixation of the
airbag and to tear upon deployment therecof. However, now
merely upon tearing the mounting jackets, the holding strap
received therein or fastened thereto will also be released.
Said mounting jackets may be made from an elongate
material strip, for example, the longitudinal edges of which
may be superimposed and interconnected by a longitudinal
seam so that an elongate mounting tube 1s formed.

According to another exemplary arrangement of the air-
bag module, the fastening eclement i1s connected to the
mounting jacket. In this way, 1t 1s ensured that the (loose)
holding strap remains within the mounting jacket, e.g. 1n a
folded or crumpled up state, and 1s not inadvertently
removed, until the mounting jacket 1s torn.

In this exemplary embodiment of the airbag module, the
fastening element and the mounting jacket may include
corresponding mounting holes for recerving a mounting bolt
which secure the mounting jacket and the fastening element
to the vehicle, and 1n one exemplary arrangement, to a body
of the automotive vehicle. Alternatively, or additionally, the




US 11,697,387 B2

3

fastening element, especially a hook-shaped extension of the
fastening element, may extend through an opening in the
mounting jacket.

According to another exemplary arrangement, the mount-
ing jacket, and 1n one exemplary arrangement, the circum-
terential wall thereof, includes a radial opening, with the
holding strap extending through said opeming and being
diverted at an opening edge thereof. The opening may be
arranged so that the strap diversion helps to remove the play
from the originally loose strap portion. Thus, the holding
strap 1s largely fixed 1n position with minimum effort and has
no loose strap portion. In one exemplary arrangement, the
mounting jacket may include plural openings through which
the holding strap 1s threaded. In this way, stronger inter-
locking and consequently closer connection between the
holding strap and the mounting jacket are formed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further features of the disclosure will be evident from the
tollowing description of exemplary arrangements, with ret-
erence to the drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic sectional view of an airbag
module comprising an airbag 1n 1ts folded state;

FIG. 2 shows the airbag module of FIG. 1 comprising the
airbag 1n 1ts deployed inflated state;

FIG. 3 shows a detail of an airbag module according to an
exemplary arrangement in an area of a holding strap accord-
ing to one embodiment; and

FIG. 4 shows a detail of an airbag module according to an
exemplary arrangement 1n an area of a holding strap accord-
ing to another embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an airbag module 10 for
an automotive vehicle, comprising a folded inflatable airbag
12, fastening elements 14 for mounting the airbag 12 on the
vehicle, a mounting jacket 16 in which the folded airbag 12
1s recerved and fixed as well as elongate flexible holding
straps 18, 19 for positioming the airbag 12 1n its deployed
inflated state (FIG. 2). In one exemplary arrangement, each
of the holding straps extend from a first strap end 20 fastened
to the airbag 12 to an opposite second strap end 22 to which
a fastening element 14 1s attached.

FI1G. 2 illustrates the airbag module 10 according to FIG.
1 with the airbag 12 1n a deployed inflated state, after release
of an intlator 24 indicated in broken lines.

According to FIGS. 1 and 2, the airbag 12 includes at 1ts
upper edge, mounting lugs 26 for fastening to the vehicle,
and 1 on exemplary arrangement, to a roof rail of the
vehicle. Further, at the upper airbag edge, a holding bag 28
for the inflator 24 1s provided, wherein the inflator 24 may
also be fastened to the roof rail of the vehicle. The airbag 12
shown 1n the exemplary arrangement depicted in FIGS. 1
and 2 1s a curtain airbag, and in one exemplary arrangement,
a curtain side airbag for a vehicle.

In the exemplary airbag shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2, usually
comparatively long holding straps 18, 19 are provided for
positioning the airbag 12 i 1ts deployed inflated state.
However, the present disclosure 1s not restricted to curtain
airbags and may be utilized with all other airbag types
comprising corresponding holding straps 18, 19.

In one exemplary arrangement, the holding straps 18, 19
used are textile straps, and may be fabric straps, as they can

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

reliably absorb high loads upon release of the airbag module
10 and moreover can also be easily manufactured at low

COst.

According to FIGS. 1 and 2, the holding strap 18 1is
separately designed and 1s connected, such as by stitching,
for example, to the airbag 12 at the first strap end 20. On the

other hand, the holding strap 19 1s designed as an airbag
extension so that at the first strap end 20, the airbag 12
integrally merges into the holding strap 19.

At the second strap end 22, each of the holding straps 18,
19 1s tightly connected to a fastening element 14. In one
exemplary arrangement, the fastening element 14 1s a robust
sheet metal lug, which may be a cut and bent part made from
steel which can be easily manufactured at low cost.

The mounting jacket 16 of the airbag module 10 accord-

ing to the exemplary arrangement in FIG. 1 1s an elongate
mounting tube extending along a longitudinal axis A which

provides a mounting fixation for the folded airbag 12. For

example, the mounting jacket 16 may be made from a plastic
film or thin fabric, wherein the material used tears compara-
tively quickly and/or has predetermined breaking points 29
(best seen 1n FIG. 3), so that the mounting jacket 16 quickly
tears upon activation of the intlator 24 and enables rapid
deployment of the airbag 12.

After mounting the airbag module 10 on the automotive
vehicle, the holding strap 18, 19 1s loose and may get
jammed when an interior liming of the vehicle 1s applied
and/or may obstruct the further vehicle assembly. The airbag
12 strongly contracts 1n an axial direction during inflation,
but not before the intlator 24 1s activated so that the loose
holding strap 18, 19 1s tensioned and thus the airbag 12 1s
moved to a predetermined restraining position.

In order to avoid undesired loose holding strap portions
alter assembling the airbag module 10, each of the FIGS. 3
and 4 shows an enlarged view of area X of the airbag module
10 taken from FIG. 1. The airbag 12 is 1n the folded state 1n
the exemplary arrangement embodiment according to FIG.
3, with the holding strap 18 being connected to the mounting
jacket 16. In the exemplary embodiment depicted 1n FIG. 4,
the holding strap 1s completely accommodated 1n the mount-
ing jacket 16.

In one exemplary arrangement, the holding strap 18 may
be tensioned in the deployed inflated state of the airbag 12
(as shown 1n FIG. 2) between the first strap end 20 and the
fastening clement 14 to be stretched over its free strap
length. When the holding strap 18 is 1n the folded state of the
airbag 12, as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the holding strap 18
1s connected to the mounting jacket 16 or 1s accommodated
in the mounting jacket 16 so that it 1s turned over or folded
at least once to reduce the free strap length.

In one exemplary arrangement of the airbag module 10
according to FIG. 3, the holding strap 18 1s connected to the
mounting jacket 16 in the form of a mounting tube. A
circumierential wall of the mounting tube includes a radial
opening 30, with the holding strap 18 extending through said
opening 30 and being diverted at an opening edge thereof.
The opening 30 in this case 1s positioned in the mounting
tube so that after assembly of the airbag module 10 the
holding strap 18 neither will hang loosely, nor will be
excessively tensioned either. After release of the airbag
module 10, the holding strap 18 1s reliably released, as the
deploying airbag 12 and/or the tensioning holding strap 18
will tear the mounting tube.

As shown 1n FIG. 3, in the circumferential wall of the
mounting tube further openings 32 may be provided through
which the holding strap 18 may be threaded. This arrange-
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ment provides a stronger interlocking between the holding
strap 18 and the mounting jacket 16, resulting 1n little slack
of the holding strap 18.

In the exemplary arrangement shown in FIG. 4, the
mounting jacket 16 in turn 1s in the form of an elongate
mounting tube which extends along the longitudinal axis A
and has a largely constant tube section Q 1n the area of the
folded airbag 12. At least at one axial end of the mounting
tube, a tube end portion 34, has a reduced tube section q
tormed therein. The second strap end 22 of the holding strap
18 extends into the tube end portion 34, through at least part
ol the tube end portion 34, and the remaiming holding strap
18 1s folded and accommodated in the mounting tube
adjacent to the tube end portion 34.

The reduced tube section g may be formed, for example,
by a longitudinal seam that 1s removed toward the axial end
of the mounting tube from longitudinal edges of a material
strip forming the mounting tube, thus causing the cross-
section (Q to decrease.

Alternatively, the reduced tube cross-section g can also be
realized by single or multiple zigzag-folding and, resp.,
folding of the mounting tube, with the axial end of the
mounting tube being substantially folded 1n the axial direc-
tion. The folding can be fixed by stitching or bonding. In
addition, i1t 1s also contemplated that fixation may be
achieved by a mounting bolt 40 and a washer (not shown 1n
FIG. 4) which prevents the pre-assembled mounting bolt 40
from slipping out of mounting holes 36, 38 of the fastening
clement 14 and of the tube end portion 34.

For example, the fastening element 14 may be connected
to the mounting jacket 16 so that the holding strap 18 1s
largely prevented from being mmadvertently withdrawn from
the mounting jacket 16. Said connection can be made e.g. by
stitching, bonding or else by inserting the fastening element
14 through the mounting jacket 16.

In the event of such connection between the fastening
clement 14 and the mounting jacket 16 in the form of a
mounting tube, other exemplary arrangements of the airbag
module 10 that include a mounting tube having a constant
tube section Q are also contemplated. In this case, the
potential for the holding strap 18 being inadvertently with-
drawn from the mounting tube even without a tube end
portion 34 having a reduced tube section q 1s reduced. This
helps to advantageously reduce the manufacturing costs for
the mounting jacket 16.

After release of the airrbag module 10, the mounting jacket
16 1s torn by the deploying airbag 12 and consequently also
releases the held holding strap 18 1n a reliable manner.

According to the arrangement depicted i FIG. 4, the
fastening element 14 and the mounting jacket 16 include
corresponding mounting holes 36, 38 for receiving a mount-
ing bolt 40, with the mounting bolt 40 securing the mounting
jacket 16 and the fastening element 14 to a body 42 of the
vehicle.

Furthermore, 1n the shown example configuration also the
fastening eclement 14, more specifically a hook-shaped
extension of the fastening element 14, extends through an
opening 44 in a circumierential wall of the mounting tube.

It 1s understood that the foregoing explanations about the
holding strap 18 are equally applicable to the holding strap
19 of the airbag module 10.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. An airbag module for an automotive vehicle, compris-
ing a folded inflatable airbag, a fastening element for mount-
ing the airbag on the vehicle, a mounting jacket in which the
tolded airbag i1s recerved and fixed, an elongate flexible
holding strap for positioning the airbag in a deployed
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inflated state, the holding strap extending from a first strap
end fastened on the airbag to an opposite second strap end
to which the fastening element i1s attached, wherein in a
folded state of the airbag, the first strap end of the holding
strap 1s fastened on a portion of the airbag that 1s positioned
within the mounting jacket, wherein when the airbag 1s in
the deployed intlated state, the holding strap 1s tensioned
between the first strap end and the fastening element and
stretched over a free strap length, wherein the mounting
jacket 1s an elongate mounting tube extending along a
longitudinal axis and having a largely constant tube cross-
section, wherein the mounting tube 1ncludes a circumieren-
tial wall that includes at least two radial openings formed
therethrough, wherein when the holding strap 1s 1n the folded
state the holding strap 1s threaded through the openings so
that the holding strap 1s folded at least once within the
mounting jacket for reducing the free strap length.

2. The airbag module of claim 1, wherein the holding
strap 1s a textile strap.

3. The airbag module of claim 1, wherein the holding
strap 1s separately configured and 1s connected to the airbag
at the first strap end.

4. The airbag module of claim 1, wherein the holding
strap 1s 1n the form of an airbag extension such that the
airbag integrally merges into the holding strap at the first
strap end.

5. The airbag module of claim 1, wherein the airbag 1s a
curtain airbag.

6. The airbag module of claim 1, wherein the mounting
jacket 1s made from tearable material so that the mounting
jacket provides a mounting fixation and tears upon deploy-
ment of the airbag.

7. The airbag module of claim 1, wherein the mounting
jacket includes predetermined breaking points so that the
mounting jacket provides a mounting fixation and tears upon
deployment of the airbag.

8. An airbag module for an automotive vehicle, compris-
ng:

a folded inflatable airbag,

a fastening eclement for mounting the airbag on the

vehicle,

a mounting jacket in which the folded airbag 1s received
and fixed, wherein the fastening element 1s connected
to the mounting jacket,

an eclongate flexible holding strap for positioning the
airbag 1n a deployed intlated state, the holding strap
extending from a {irst strap end fastened on the airbag
to an opposite second strap end to which the fastenming
element 1s attached,

wherein 1n a folded state of the airbag, the holding strap
1s connected to the mounting jacket or 1s received 1n the
mounting jacket

wherein the fastenming element and the mounting jacket
include corresponding mounting holes for receiving a
mounting bolt which secures the mounting jacket and
the fasteming element to the vehicle.

9. The airbag module of claim 8, wherein the fastening

clement extends through an opening 1n the mounting jacket.

10. The airbag module of claim 8, wherein the airbag 1s
a curtain airbag.

11. An awrbag module for an automotive vehicle, com-
prising a folded inflatable airbag, a fastening element for
mounting the airbag on the vehicle, a mounting jacket in
which the folded airbag is recerved and fixed, an elongate
flexible holding strap for positioning the airbag 1 a
deployed inflated state, the holding strap being separately
configured and connected and extending from a {first strap
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end fastened on the airbag to an opposite second strap end
to which the fastening element i1s attached, wherein 1n a
folded state of the airbag, the first strap end of the holding
strap 1s fastened on the airbag that 1s positioned within the
mounting jacket such that the holding strap 1s received in the
mounting jacket and folded at least once in the mounting
jacket for reducing a free strap length and wherein in the
deployed inflated state of the airbag, the holding strap is
tensioned between the first strap end and the fasteming
clement and stretched over the free strap length; wherein the
mounting jacket 1s an elongate mounting tube extending
along a longitudinal axis and having a largely constant tube
cross-section which includes a tube end portion having a
reduced tube cross-section at least at one axial end, and
wherein the second strap end extends into the tube end
portion and a portion of the holding strap 1s received 1n the
mounting tube adjacent the tube end portion; wherein the
fasteming element 1s connected to the mounting jacket and
wherein the fastening element and the mounting jacket
include corresponding mounting holes for receiving a
mounting bolt which secures the mounting jacket and the
fastening element to the vehicle.

12. An airbag module for an automotive vehicle, com-
prising a folded inflatable airbag, a fastening element for
mounting the airbag on the vehicle, a mounting jacket in
which the folded airbag 1s received and fixed, an elongate
flexible holding strap for positioning the airbag 1n a
deployed inflated state, the holding strap extending from a
first strap end fastened on a portion of the airbag to an
opposite second strap end to which the fasteming element 1s
attached, wherein the mounting jacket 1s an elongate mount-
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ing tube extending along a longitudinal axis and having a
largely constant tube first cross-section, and a tube end
portion extending along the longitudinal axis that tapers
inwardly toward the longitudinal axis to a largely constant
tube second cross-section at least at one axial end that 1s
smaller than the first cross-section, and wherein the airbag 1s
positioned within the first cross-section when 1 a folded
state, and the second strap end extends ito the tube end
portion and the holding strap 1s folded upon itself 1n a
tapered section disposed between the first cross-section and
the second cross-section reducing a free strap length when
the airbag 1s 1n the folded state, and the second strap end
extends into the second cross-section; wherein when the
airbag 1s 1n the deployed inflated state, the holding strap 1s
tensioned between the first strap end and the fastening
clement and stretched over the free strap length.

13. The airbag module of claim 12, wherein the mounting
jacket 1s made from tearable material so that the mounting
jacket provides a mounting fixation and tears upon deploy-

ment of the airbag.
14. The airbag module of claim 12, wherein the holding

strap 1s a textile strap.
15. The airbag module of claim 12, wherein the holding

strap 1s separately configured and 1s connected to the airbag
at the first strap end.

16. The airbag module of claim 12, wherein the mounting
jacket includes predetermined breaking points so that the
mounting jacket provides a mounting fixation and tears upon
deployment of the airbag.

¥ ¥ H ¥ H



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

