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IDENTIFYING A WORST INTERFERING
SECTOR

TECHNICAL BACKGROUND

As wireless networks evolve and grow, there are ongoing
challenges in communicating data across such wireless
networks. For example, a wireless network may include one
or more access nodes, such as base stations, for providing
wireless voice and data service to wireless devices 1in various
coverage areas of the one or more access nodes. Further,
access nodes may deploy radio air interfaces using one or
more frequency bands or sub-bands, which enable wireless
devices to connect (or “attach™) to each access node. When
two or more adjacent access nodes each deploy a wireless air
interface using the same frequency band or similar frequen-
cies, and when the coverage areas of these wireless air
interfaces overlap, wireless devices within these overlapping
coverage areas may experience mnterference, which may be
referred to as “co-channel interference”. For example, 1n the
uplink direction, co-channel interference occurring at a
serving access node may be caused by multiple wireless
devices transmitting to one or more access nodes adjacent to
the serving access node. Further, co-channel interference
may occur due to two or more access nodes transmitting,
signals 1n the downlink direction, wherein wireless devices
in an overlapping region of coverage areas of the two or
more access nodes experience co-channel mterference from
their respective non-serving access nodes. Further, these
problems are compounded when multiple access nodes each
deploy wireless air interface resources that utilize multiple
frequency bands, resulting 1n multiple co-channel overlap-
ping areas within a wireless network.

Overview

Exemplary embodiments described herein include meth-
ods, systems, and processing nodes for determining a worst
interfering sector from among a group of neighboring and
serving sectors 1n a shared or common serving area. An
exemplary method for 1dentilying a worst mterfering sector
includes obtaining a plurality of signal measurements within
an area ol interest of the wireless network, the signal
measurements being associated with a plurality of neigh-
boring sectors and at least one serving sector, narrowing the
plurality of signal measurements to a specific frequency
band associated with the at least one serving sector, deter-
mimng, from the plurality of signal measurements associ-
ated with the specific frequency band, one or more ratios of
a sum of interfering signal measurements to a sum of serving
signal measurements, and 1dentifying the worst interfering
sector for the specific frequency band based on a highest
ratio from among the one or more ratios.

An exemplary system for determining a worst interfering
sector 1n a wireless network comprises a plurality of access
nodes configured to deploy a corresponding plurality of
sectors over a geographic area, and a processing node
communicatively coupled to one or more of the plurality of
access nodes. The processing node 1s configured to perform
operations comprising obtaining a plurality of signal mea-
surements within an area of interest of the geographic area,
the signal measurements being associated with the plurality
ol sectors, narrowing the plurality of signal measurements to
a specific frequency band associated with at least one
serving sector, determining, from the plurality of signal
measurements associated with the specific frequency band,
one or more ratios of a sum of interfering signal measure-
ments to a sum of serving signal measurements, and 1den-
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tifying the worst interfering sector for the specific frequency
band based on a highest ratio from among the one or more
ratios.

An exemplary processing node for identifying a worst
interfering sector 1 a wireless network 1s configured to
perform operations comprising obtaining a plurality of sig-
nal measurements within an area of interest of the wireless
network, the signal measurements being associated with a
plurality of neighboring sectors and at least one serving
sector, narrowing the plurality of signal measurements to a
specific frequency band associated with the at least one
serving sector, determining, from the plurality of signal
measurements associated with the specific frequency band,
one or more ratios of a sum of interfering signal measure-
ments to a sum of serving signal measurements, and 1den-
tifying the worst interfering sector for the specific frequency
band based on a highest ratio from among the one or more
ratios.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary system for determining a
worst interfering sector in a wireless network.

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary access node.

FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary method for determining a
worst interfering sector.

FIG. 4 depicts an exemplary arrangement of serving and
neighboring sectors.

FIG. 5 depicts another exemplary method for determining,
a worst 1nterfering sector.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

This disclosure provides methods and systems for deter-
mining a worst co-channel interfering sector from among a
group ol neighboring and serving sectors over a common
coverage area ol a wireless network. A specific geographic
area of interest can be defined based on interference levels
measured 1 the common coverage area. One or more
wireless devices can obtain signal measurements performed
at multiple locations within the specific geographic area of
interest. The worst co-channel mterfering sector can be
determined using the signal measurements. As described
herein, the area of interest can be served by various different
frequencies or frequency bands. For example, a specific
frequency band can be based on a E-UTRA Absolute Radio
Frequency Channel Number (EARFCN) or NR Absolute
Radio Frequency Channel Number (NR-ARFCN. Thus, the
signal measurements can be performed (or sorted) for spe-
cific EARFCNs/NR-ARFCNs individually, so as to deter-
mine a worst-interfering sector for a specific EARFCN/NR -
ARFCN (or frequency). A threshold number of signal
measurements may be obtained to enable determination of
the worst-interfering sector, by multiple wireless devices at
various locations. The threshold number can be configurable
depending on a quantity of serving and neighboring sectors
(and/or access nodes) covering the geographic area of inter-
est, and on the size of the geographical area of interest.
These operations can be repeated for different frequencies or
EARFCNs/NR-ARFCNs.

Determining the worst-interfering sector from the plural-
ity of measurements can include series of operations, such as
limiting the measurements to a specific frequency/
EARFCN/NR-ARFCN, and limiting the area of interest.
Limiting the area of interest can be based on interference
measurements, such as serving to signal interference gap
(SSIG) determined from signal measurements. For example,
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the geographic area of interest can be where the SSIG
amounts meet or exceed a threshold SSIG. Similarly,
dropped calls, service interruptions, or other metrics can be
used to define the geographic area of interest. Further, a sum
of serving signal levels (e.g. signal levels measured by a
wireless device for reference signal levels from a serving
access node or sector) can be determined, and similarly, a
sum of neighboring signal levels (e.g. signal levels measured
by the wireless device for reference signals from a neigh-
boring access node or sector) can be determined. Each sum
can further be equivalent to an average measurement for
cach neighboring/serving sector times the number of
samples. A ratio of the sums 1s determined, and sectors
associated with a highest ratio are determined as the worst
interfering sectors.

Upon this determination of the worst interfering sectors,
various interference-mitigation actions may be performed to
ameliorate the co-channel interference. This can include
istructing the access nodes associated with the worst inter-
fering sectors to deploy their respective radio air interfaces
over a reduced coverage areca. A size of each reduced
coverage areas 1s based on an amount of interference deter-
mined between the radio air interfaces. Reducing the cov-
erage areas minimizes an overlap region of same-irequency
(1.e. co-channel) coverage areas. Dillerent-frequency (i.e.
non co-channel) coverage areas can be maintained at default
levels, enabling wireless devices to perform seamless han-
dovers to different sectors and/or frequencies, and avoiding
coverage gaps. Deploying radio air interfaces over reduced
coverage areas can be performed by reducing a power of
said respective radio air interfaces, adjusting an antenna tilt,
adjusting an antenna orientation, and so on. A same power
may be maintained for each frequency, while a coverage
area of said each frequency can be adjusted via an orienta-
tion, t1lt, beamiorming, azimuth, etc.

These operations may be repeated to i1dentity multiple
interfering sectors within a geographical region, and rank the
interfering sectors starting from the worst-interfering sector.
Further, these operations can be performed repeatedly for
specific time intervals, such as a transmission time 1nterval,
or a specified number of subirames. Further, these opera-
tions may be incorporated within a system or processing
node 1n a wireless network. The processing node may be
coupled to a first access node, a second access node, a
controller node, or any other network node capable of
performing the operations described herein. These and addi-
tional embodiments are further described with reference to
FIGS. 1-5 below.

FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary system 100 for identifying a
worst interfering sector. System 100 comprises a commu-
nication network 101, gateway 102, controller node 104,
access node 110, access node 120, and wireless devices 140.
Access nodes 110, 120 can be any network node configured
to provide communication between wireless devices 140 and
communication network 101, including standard access
nodes and/or short range, low power, small access nodes.
For instance, access nodes 110, 120 may include any stan-
dard access node, such as a macrocell access node, base
transceiver station, a radio base station, next generation or
gigabit NodeBs (gNBs) 1in 5G networks, or enhanced eNo-
deBs (eNBs) in 4G/LTE networks, or the like. In other
embodiments, access nodes 110, 120 can be a small access
node including a microcell access node, a picocell access
node, a femtocell access node, or the like such as a home
NodeB or a home eNodeB device. In either case, each access
node 110, 120 can deploy one or more radio air interfaces
that utilize one or more frequency bands, enabling wireless
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communication with wireless devices 140. In this exemplary
embodiment, access node 110 deploys a radio air interface
over a coverage area 115, and access node 120 deploys a
radio air interface over a coverage arca 125. Further as
shown herein, wireless devices 140 are 1n an overlapping
area of coverage areas 115, 125. Although access nodes 110,
120 and wireless devices 140 are 1llustrated 1n FIG. 1, any
number of access nodes and wireless devices can be 1mple-
mented within system 100.

Further, as described herein, potentially interfering
regions may be defined as regions where coverage areas of
cach access node 110, 120 overlap. For example, coverage
arcas 115 and 125 may share a common frequency band.
Consequently, 1 a wireless device attached to one of access
nodes 110, 120 enters the overlapping region (as shown
herein), transmissions to said wireless device may be subject
to interference from the other of access node 110, 120. To
mitigate this interference, 1t 1s helpiul to accurately identify
a source of the interference and, in particular, a highest
contributor. Thus, for the purposes of this disclosure, a worst
interfering sector 1s one of a plurality of access nodes that
contributes the most to co-channel interference. While only
two access nodes are 1llustrated 1in FIG. 1, additional access
nodes may be included as potential contributors to interfer-
ence experienced by wireless devices 140.

Therefore, system 100 may be configured to perform
operations described herein for identiiying a worst interfer-
ing sector. A processing node within system 100 (for
example, a processing node communicatively coupled to
access nodes 110, 120, and/or controller node 104, or any
combination thereol) may be configured to obtain a plurality
ol signal measurements within an area of interest defined by
a portion of the overlapping areas of coverage areas 115 and
125, narrowing the plurality of signal measurements to a
specific frequency band associated with at least one serving
sector (e.g. as deployed by one of access nodes 110, 120),
determining, from the plurality of signal measurements
associated with the specific frequency band, one or more
ratios of a sum of interfering signal measurements to a sum
of serving signal measurements, and 1dentifying the worst
interfering sector for the specific frequency band based on a
highest ratio from among the one or more ratios. Signal
measurements from neighboring access nodes that have
fewer than a threshold quantity of signal measurements can
be discarded. Further the area of interest within the over-
lapping coverage area can be based on one or more of a
SSIG threshold, a dropped call threshold, SINR below a
threshold while serving sector RSRP 1s above a threshold, or
similar metric evident to skilled persons in light of this
disclosure. The SSIG 1s the difference between the power
measurement of the serving access node and the aggregated
power measurement of the neighboring access nodes. This
difference may exceed a threshold 1n order to determine if a
potential interference exists for the specific location. In an
exemplary embodiment, the SSIG threshold 1s determined
based on measurements performed by wireless devices 140
within and adjacent the area of interest. While the SSIG
provides potential for mterference or potential to have poor
SINR, the area of interest can be determined using actual
SINR measurements as well (e.g. during peak tratlic). In an
exemplary embodiment, the measurements are narrowed to
a specilic frequency band that 1s identified based on a
EARFCN or NR-ARFCN. Further, 1t may be determined
that the sum of serving signal measurements associated with
the specific frequency band 1s zero. For example, a neigh-
boring access node may not be serving any wireless devices
140 within the area of interest. In this case, the neighboring
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sector with a highest absolute value of 1ts sum of interfering
signal measurements 1s designated as the worst interfering
sector.

Access nodes 110, 120 can comprise a processor and

associated circuitry to execute or direct the execution of 5

computer-readable instructions to perform operations such
as those further described herein. Briefly, access nodes 110,
120 can retrieve and execute software from storage, which
can include a disk drive, a flash drive, memory circuitry, or
some other memory device, and which can be local or
remotely accessible. The software comprises computer pro-
grams, firmware, or some other form of machine-readable
instructions, and may include an operating system, utilities,
drivers, network interfaces, applications, or some other type
of software, including combinations thereof. Further, access
nodes 110, 120 can receive instructions and other mput at a
user interface. Access nodes 110, 120 communicate with
gateway node 102 and controller node 104 via communica-
tion links 106, 107. Access nodes 110, 120 may communi-
cate with each other and with other access nodes (not shown)
using a direct link such as an X2 link or similar.

Wireless devices 140 may be any device, system, com-
bination of devices, or other such communication platform
capable of communicating wirelessly with access nodes 110,
120 using one or more Irequency bands of a radio-air
interface deployed therefrom. Wireless devices 140 may be,
for example, a mobile phone, a wireless phone, a wireless
modem, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a voice over
internet protocol (VolIP) phone, a voice over packet (VOP)
phone, or a soft phone, as well as other types of devices or
systems that can exchange audio or data via access nodes
110, 120. Other types of communication platforms are
possible.

Communication network 101 can be a wired and/or
wireless communication network, and can comprise pro-
cessing nodes, routers, gateways, and physical and/or wire-
less data links for carrying data among various network
clements, including combinations thereof, and can include a
local area network a wide area network, and an internetwork
(including the Internet). Communication network 101 can be
capable of carrying data, for example, to support voice,
push-to-talk, broadcast video, and data communications by
wireless devices 140, etc. Wireless network protocols can
comprise MBMS, code division multiple access (CDMA)
1xRT'T, Global System for Mobile communications (GSM),
Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS),
High-Speed Packet Access (HSPA), Evolution Data Opti-
mized (EV-DO), EV-DO rev. A, Third Generation Partner-
ship Project Long Term Evolution (3GPP LTE), and World-
wide Interoperability for Microwave Access (WiIMAX),
Fourth Generation broadband cellular (4G, LTE Advanced,
etc.), and Fifth Generation mobile networks or wireless
systems (5G, 5G New Radio (*5G NR”), or 3G LTE). Wired
network protocols that may be utilized by communication
network 101 comprise Ethernet, Fast Ethernet, Gigabit Eth-
ernet, Local Talk (such as Carrier Sense Multiple Access
with Collision Avoidance), Token Ring, Fiber Distributed
Data Interface (FDDI), and Asynchronous Transier Mode
(ATM). Communication network 101 can also comprise
additional base stations, controller nodes, telephony
switches, internet routers, network gateways, computer sys-
tems, communication links, or some other type of commu-
nication equipment, and combinations thereof.

Communication links 106, 107 can use various commu-
nication media, such as air, space, metal, optical fiber, or
some other signal propagation path—including combina-
tions thereof. Communication links 106, 107 can be wired or
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wireless and use various communication protocols such as
Internet, Internet protocol (IP), local-area network (LAN),
optical networking, hybrid fiber coax (HFC), telephony, T1,
or some other communication format—including combina-
tions, improvements, or variations thereol. Wireless com-
munication links can be a radio frequency, microwave,
inirared, or other similar signal, and can use a suitable
communication protocol, for example, Global System for
Mobile telecommunications (GSM), Code Division Mul-
tiple Access (CDMA), Worldwide Interoperability for
Microwave Access (WiIMAX), or Long Term Evolution
(LTE), 3G NR, or combinations thereof. Communications
links 106, 107 may 1nclude S1 communications links. Other
wireless protocols can also be used. Communication links
106, 107 can be a direct link or might include various
equipment, ntermediate components, systems, and net-
works. Communication links 106, 107 may comprise many
different signals sharing the same link

Gateway node 102 can be any network node configured to
interface with other network nodes using various protocols.
Gateway node 102 can communicate user data over system
100. Gateway node 102 can be a standalone computing
device, computing system, or network component, and can
be accessible, for example, by a wired or wireless connec-
tion, or through an indirect connection such as through a
computer network or communication network. For example,
gateway node 102 can include a serving gateway (SGW)
and/or a public data network gateway (PGW), etc. One of
ordinary skill 1n the art would recognize that gateway node
102 1s not limited to any specific technology architecture,
such as Long Term Evolution (LTE) or 5G NR, and can be
used with any network architecture and/or protocol.

Gateway node 102 can comprise a processor and associ-
ated circuitry to execute or direct the execution of computer-
readable instructions to obtain information. Gateway node
102 can retrieve and execute software from storage, which
can include a disk drive, a flash drive, memory circuitry, or
some other memory device, and which can be local or
remotely accessible. The software comprises computer pro-
grams, firmware, or some other form of machine-readable
instructions, and may include an operating system, utilities,
drivers, network interfaces, applications, or some other type
of software, including combinations thereof. Gateway node
102 can receive instructions and other mput at a user
interface.

Controller node 104 can be any network node configured
to communicate information and/or control information over
system 100. Controller node 104 can be configured to
transmit control information associated with a handover
procedure. Controller node 104 can be a standalone com-
puting device, computing system, or network component,
and can be accessible, for example, by a wired or wireless
connection, or through an indirect connection such as
through a computer network or communication network. For
example, controller node 104 can include a mobility man-
agement entity (MME), a Home Subscriber Server (HSS), a
Policy Control and Charging Rules Function (PCRF), an
authentication, authorization, and accounting (AAA) node, a
rights management server (RMS), a subscriber provisioning,
server (SPS), a policy server, etc. One of ordinary skill 1n the
art would recognize that controller node 104 1s not limited
to any specific technology architecture, such as Long Term
Evolution (LTE) or 5G NR, and can be used with any
network architecture and/or protocol.

Controller node 104 can comprise a processor and asso-
ciated circuitry to execute or direct the execution of com-
puter-readable instructions to obtain information. Controller
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node 104 can retrieve and execute software from storage,
which can include a disk dnive, a flash drive, memory
circuitry, or some other memory device, and which can be
local or remotely accessible. In an exemplary embodiment,
controller node 104 includes a database 105 for storing
information related to access nodes 110, 120 and wireless
devices 140, such as known distances and/or locations of
access nodes 110, 120, geographical sizes of coverage areas
115, 125, locations of overlap regions, locations of wireless
devices 140, signal measurements and interference levels
experienced thereat, and so on. This information may be
requested by or shared with access nodes 110,120 wvia
communication links 106, 107, X2 connections, and so on.
The software comprises computer programs, firmware, or
some other form of machine-readable instructions, and may
include an operating system, utilities, drivers, network inter-
faces, applications, or some other type of software, and
combinations thereof. Controller node 104 can receive
instructions and other mput at a user interface.

Other network elements may be present 1n system 100 to
tacilitate communication but are omitted for clarity, such as
base stations, base station controllers, mobile switching
centers, dispatch application processors, and location regis-
ters such as a home location register or visitor location
register. Furthermore, other network elements that are omait-
ted for clarity may be present to facilitate communication,
such as additional processing nodes, routers, gateways, and
physical and/or wireless data links for carrying data among
the various network elements, e.g. between access node 110
and communication network 101.

The methods, systems, devices, networks, access nodes,
and equipment described above may be implemented with,
contain, or be executed by one or more computer systems
and/or processing nodes. The methods described above may
also be stored on a non-transitory computer readable
medium. Many of the elements of communication system
100 may be, comprise, or include computers systems and/or
processing nodes. This includes, but 1s not limited to: access
nodes 110, 120, controller node 104, and/or network 101. In
an exemplary embodiment, a processing node can include a
virtual server, a smart router, or any combination of a
processor, memory, and network interface. Processing nodes
may be positioned anywhere within system 100, including
within a core network communicatively coupled to access
node(s) 110, 120, or a radio access network (RAN) associ-
ated with one or both of access nodes 110 and 120. Thus, the
operations described herein can be performed by one or
more processing nodes distributed across system 100
depending on a network implementation.

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary access node 210. Access
node 210 1s configured as an access point for providing
network services from network 201 to end-user wireless
devices via a radio-air interface deployed therefrom. Access
node 210 1s illustrated as comprising a processor 211, a
memory 212 for storing one or modules including the
operations recited herein (that are performed by processor
211), a transceiver 213, and antennae 214 for deploying a
radio air interface. One pair of transceiver and antennae are
illustrated herein solely to simplity the written description,
and 1t may be evident to those having ordinary skill in the
art, that any combination of transceivers and antennae may
be incorporated in order to deploy carriers of multiple
frequencies, formed beams, MU-MIMO data streams, and/
or to facilitate communication with other network nodes on
network 201. Further, access node 210 1s commumnicatively
coupled to network 201 via commumnication interface 206,
which may be any wired or wireless link as described above.
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FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary method for identifying a
worst mterfering sector. The method of FIG. 3 1s 1llustrated
with respect to an access node, a controller node, or any
other network node capable of performing the operations
described herein. In other embodiments, the method can be
implemented with any suitable network element. Although
FIG. 3 depicts steps performed 1n a particular order for
purposes of illustration and discussion, the operations dis-
cussed herein are not limited to any particular order or
arrangement. One skilled in the art, using the disclosures
provided herein, will appreciate that various steps of the
methods can be omitted, rearranged, combined, and/or
adapted 1n various ways.

At 310, signal measurements are obtained within an area
ol interest. The signal measurements can be performed by
wireless devices (e.g. mobile phones) by measuring signal
strength (e.g. RSRP) for a plurality of sectors sharing a
common coverage area. The sectors can be deployed by one
or more access nodes and utilize one or more frequency
bands. For example, a wireless network may comprise two
or more access nodes that are configured to provide com-
munication between wireless devices and other network
nodes within or outside the wireless network. The access
nodes can include standard access nodes and/or short range,
low power, small access nodes, with standard access nodes
including macrocell access nodes, base transceiver stations,
radio base stations, next generation or gigabit NodeBs
(gNBs) 1n 5G networks, or enhanced eNodeBs (eNBs) 1n
4G/LTE networks, and small access nodes including micro-
cell access nodes, picocell access nodes, femtocell access
nodes, or home NodeB or eNodeB devices. In either case,
cach access node can deploy one or more radio air interfaces
that utilize one or more Irequencies, enabling wireless
communication with the wireless devices that are within a
coverage area ol each access node. Potentially interfering
regions may be defined as regions where coverage areas of
cach access node that share a common frequency band
overlap over a geographical region. Consequently, if a
wireless device attached to one of the access nodes via said
common Ifrequency band enters the overlap region, trans-
missions to said wireless device may be subject to interter-
ence from the other access node. Further, co-channel inter-
ference occurring at a serving access node may be caused by
multiple wireless devices within an overlapping or interfer-
ence region transmitting signals to one or more access nodes
adjacent to the serving access node. Thus, the wireless
devices may perform multiple measurements of signal
power at various locations, and submit to the network
measurements recorded at each location or store them for
further processing. The measurements may be performed
periodically or triggered by the network. Further, additional
wireless devices may be configured to submit measurements
performed at several specific locations within the network.
In an exemplary embodiment, the signal power measure-
ments can be recorded on wireless devices during drive
testing using, for instance, a drive test tool or application on
the wireless device that further reports the measurements to
the network for processing.

At 320, signal measurements are narrowed to a specific
band or frequency band (e.g. EARFCN or NR-ARFCN), and
sectors associated with low numbers of measurements are
discarded from the determination of the highest interfering
sector. The threshold number of signal measurements may
be required to enable accurate determination of the worst-
interfering sector. This 1s because a number of measure-
ments lower than the threshold number can overestimate the
impact of a particular interfering sector, and result in a
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wrong conclusion of the worst interfering sector. The thresh-
old number can be configurable depending on a quantity of
serving and neighboring sectors (and/or access nodes) cov-
ering the geographic area of interest, and on the size of the
geographical area of interest. Sectors associated with fre-

quencies/ EARFCNs/NR-ARFCNs for which there i1s a
below-threshold number of measurements are discarded.

At 330, a ratio of a sum of interfering measurements to a
sum of serving signal measurements 1s determined. A sum of
serving signal levels (e.g. signal levels measured by a
wireless device for reference signal levels from a serving
access node or sector) can be determined, and similarly, a
sum of neighboring signal levels (e.g. signal levels measured
by the wireless device for reference signals from a neigh-
boring access node or sector) can be determined. Each sum
can further be equivalent to an average measurement for
cach neighboring/serving sector times the number of
samples. A ratio of the sums 1s determined, and at 340, the
worst mterfering sector 1s one that has the highest ratio. The
rat10 1s calculated for each serving and neighboring sector,
or primary cell identifier (PCI). For example, each access
node serving a common coverage area can be configured to
deploy different sectors that use different frequencies, over
different geographical areas referred to as “sectors.” Mul-
tiple carriers of an access node may broadcast their own PCI.
PCI numbers are reused (not unique) and must be associated
with other identifiers (e.g., EARFCN and eNodeB ID or
gNodeB ID) to refer to a specific sector.

Further, one or more PClIs of the worst interfering sectors
can be divided into two groups or categories. Each PCI 1n
cach group 1s associated with an absolute value of the sum
of the neighboring signal levels 1s >>1, which ensures that
a high measurement sample size 1s used. This filtering can be
performed 1n addition to (or alternatively to) the narrowing,
and discarding step 320. Further, 11 the sum of serving signal
levels 1s zero, then the PCI with the highest absolute value
of the sum of neighboring signal levels 1s chosen or desig-
nated as the worst mterfering sector. Whereas, 1f the sum of
serving signal levels 1s non-zero, then the PCI associated
with the highest ratio of sums 1s chosen or designated as the
worst interfering sector.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary arrangement of access
nodes and sectors deployed therefrom. Access nodes 410,
420, and 430 can be any network node configured to provide
network access to wireless devices 441, 442, 443, including
standard access nodes and/or short range, low power, small
access nodes. For instance, access nodes 410-430 may
include any standard access node, such as a macrocell access
node, base transceiver station, a radio base station, next
generation or gigabit NodeBs (gNBs) in 3G networks, or
enhanced eNodeBs (eNBs) in 4G/LTE networks, or the like.
In other embodiments, access nodes 410-430 can be a small
access node including a microcell access node, a picocell
access node, a femtocell access node, or the like such as a
home NodeB or a home eNodeB device. In either case, each
access node 410-430 can deploy one or more radio air
interfaces that utilize one or more frequencies, enabling
wireless communication with wireless devices attached
thereto. In this exemplary embodiment, access node 410
deploys a radio air interface over a coverage area 415, access
node 420 deploys a radio air mterface over a coverage area
425, and access node 430 deploys a radio air interface over
a coverage arca 435. Further as shown herein, wireless
devices 441, 443 are in an overlapping areca ol coverage
areas 413, 4235, 435, and wireless devices 442 are outside of
the overlappmg coverage area. Further, 1t 1s to be understood
that wireless devices 441 are attached to access node 410,
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wireless devices 442 are attached to access node 420, and
wireless devices 443 are attached to access node 430. It 1s to
be further understood that, for the purposes of this disclo-
sure, the term “‘sector” and “access node” can be inter-
changeable, since each access node 1s deploying a single
sector. In other configurations, a single access node can
deploy a plurality of sectors. Further, although access nodes
410, 420, 430 and wireless devices 441, 442, 443 are
illustrated 1n FIG. 4, any number of access nodes and
wireless devices can be implemented.

Further, as described herein, potentially interfering
regions may be defined as regions where coverage areas of
sectors deployed by each access node 410-430 overlap. For
example, coverage arcas 415, 425, and 435 may share a
common frequency band. Consequently, wireless devices
441, 443 1n the overlapping region (as shown herein) may be
subject to iterference from the other of access node 410,
420, 430. To mitigate this interference, 1t 1s helptul to
accurately i1dentily a source of the terference and, 1n
particular, a hughest contributor. Thus, for the purposes of
this disclosure, a worst imterfering sector 1s one of a plurality
of access nodes that contributes the most to co-channel
interference. Therefore, a processing node communicatively
coupled to one or more of access nodes 410-430 can be
configured to obtain a plurality of signal measurements
within an area of interest defined by a portion of the
overlapping areas of coverage areas 415-435, narrowing the
plurality of signal measurements to a specific frequency
band associated with at least one serving sector (e.g. as
deployed by one of access nodes 410-430), determining,
from the plurality of signal measurements associated with
the specific frequency band, one or more ratios of a sum of
interfering signal measurements to a sum of serving signal
measurements, and 1dentifying the worst interfering sector
for the specific frequency band based on a highest ratio from
among the one or more ratios. Signal measurements from
neighboring access nodes that have fewer than a threshold
quantity of signal measurements can be discarded. Further
the area of interest within the overlapping coverage area can
be based on one or more of a SSIG threshold, a dropped call
threshold, or stmilar metric evident to skilled persons 1n light
of this disclosure. In an exemplary embodiment, the SSIG
threshold 1s determined based on measurements performed
by wireless devices 441, 443 within and adjacent the area of
interest.

In an exemplary embodiment, the measurements are nar-
rowed to a specific frequency band that 1s 1dentified based on
a FARFCN or NR-ARFCN. Further, the measurements
indicate which sector or access node 1s a neighbor or serving
access node. For example, wireless devices 441 would
report measurements from reference signals associated with
access nodes 420 and 430 as neighboring signal measure-
ments, and from reference signals associated with access
node 410 as serving signal measurements. Further, wireless
devices 443 would report measurements from reference
signals associated with access nodes 410 and 420 as neigh-
boring signal measurements, and from reference signals
associated with access node 430 as serving signal measure-
ments. Finally, 1t 1s evident that since wireless devices 442
are not i1n the geographic area of interest, there 1s no
measurement report of access node 420 as a serving sector.
Thus, 1t may be determined that the sum of serving signal
measurements associated with access node 420 zero, since 1t
1s a ne1ghboring access node that 1s not serving any wireless
devices within the area of interest. In this case, the neigh-
boring sector (deployed by access node 420) with a highest
absolute value of its sum of interfering signal measurements
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may be designated as the worst interfering sector. Whereas,
between access nodes 410, 430, a ratio of the sum of
neighboring reference signal measurements to the sum of
serving reference signal measurements would yield the
worst iterfering sector (being the one with the highest ratio
ol sums).

FIG. 5 illustrates another method for identifying a worst
interfering sector. The method of FIG. 35 1s illustrated with
respect to an access node, a controller node, or any other
network node capable of performing the operations
described herein. In other embodiments, the method can be
implemented with any suitable network element. Although
FIG. 5 depicts steps performed in a particular order for
purposes of 1llustration and discussion, the operations dis-
cussed herein are not limited to any particular order or
arrangement. One skilled 1n the art, using the disclosures
provided herein, will appreciate that various steps of the
methods can be omitted, rearranged, combined, and/or
adapted 1n various ways.

At 510, a sum of signal measurements 1s computed for
one or more neighboring sectors, and at 520, a sum of signal
measurements 1s computed for a serving sector. For the
purposes of this sector, the terms “neighboring”™ and “serv-
ing”” are relative to a wireless device performing the signal
measurements. The signal measurements can be obtained for
an area ol interest. The signal measurements can be per-
formed by wireless devices (e.g. mobile phones) by mea-
suring signal strength (e.g. RSRP) for a plurality of sectors
sharing a common coverage area. The sectors can be
deployed by one or more access nodes and utilize one or
more Irequency bands. For example, a wireless network may
comprise two or more access nodes that are configured to
provide communication between wireless devices and other
network nodes within or outside the wireless network. The
access nodes can include standard access nodes and/or short
range, low power, small access nodes, with standard access
nodes including macrocell access nodes, base transceiver
stations, radio base stations, next generation or gigabit
NodeBs (gNBs) i 5G networks, or enhanced eNodeBs
(eNBs) in 4G/LTE networks, and small access nodes includ-
ing microcell access nodes, picocell access nodes, femtocell
access nodes, or home NodeB or eNodeB devices. In either
case, each access node can deploy one or more radio air
interfaces that utilize one or more frequencies, enabling
wireless communication with the wireless devices that are
within a coverage areca ol each access node. Potentially
interfering regions may be defined as regions where cover-
age areas ol each access node that share a common fre-
quency band overlap over a geographical region. Conse-
quently, 1 a wireless device attached to one of the access
nodes via said common frequency band enters the overlap
region, transmissions to said wireless device may be subject
to interference from the other access node. Thus, the wire-
less devices may perform multiple measurements of signal
power at various locations, and submit to the network
measurements recorded at each location or store them for
turther processing. The measurements may be performed
periodically or triggered by the network. Further, additional
wireless devices may be configured to submit measurements
performed at several specific locations within the network.

In an exemplary embodiment, the sum of signal measure-
ments for the one or more neighboring sectors comprises a
sum ol the RSRP values for each neighboring PCI, based on
the measurements submitted by the wireless devices. This
sum can be referred to as “Interferer RSRP SUM” or
IRSRP_SUM. Further, the sum of signal measurements for
the serving sectors comprises a sum of the RSRP values for
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cach serving PCI, based on the measurements submaitted by
the wireless devices. This sum can be referred to as “Serving
RSRP SUM” or SRSRP_SUM.

At 530, a sum of serving signal measurements (e.g.
SRSRP_SUM) 1s determined to be zero. This 1s 1n the case

that wireless devices do not report serving sector measure-
ments for the particular sector. Since the non-serving sector
1s considered a neighboring access node that 1s not serving
any wireless devices within the area of interest, the neigh-
boring sector with a highest absolute value of 1ts sum of
interfering signal measurements may be designated as the
worst mterfering sector. Whereas, at 540, a ratio of the sums
(computed 1 510 and 520) 1s determined, and the worst
interfering sector 1s one that has the highest ratio. The ratio
1s calculated for each serving and neighboring sector, or
primary cell identifier (PCI). In an exemplary embodiment,
the ratio 1s reterred to as “PCI Interterer Ratio” or PCI IR.
Thus, for each neighboring PCI, PCI_IR=IRSRSP_SUM/
SRSRP_SUM where: IRSRSP_SUM & SRSRP_SUM are
for the same PCI.

As described herein, the worst interfering sector’s PCI,
among a group ol neighboring PCI, are divided into 2
groups, each meeting the following criteria: the absolute
value I IRSRP SUMI>Threshold-1 and ISRSRP
SUM|>Threshold-2. Threshold-1 and Threshold-2 are arbi-
trary numbers that depend on the measurement sample size
(e.g. the PCI with low IRSRSP_SUM, 1.e. low sample count,
can be discarded as the worst interferer). For the PCI with
SRSRP_SUM=0, the PCI with the highest absolute value
IRSRP_SUMI 1s the worst interfering sector among this
group. For the PCI with SRSRP_SUM=0, the PCI with the
highest PCI_IR 1s the worst interfering sector among this
group.

The exemplary systems and methods described herein can
be performed under the control of a processing system
executing computer-readable codes embodied on a com-
puter-readable recording medium or communication signals
transmitted through a transitory medium. The computer-
readable recording medium 1s any data storage device that
can store data readable by a processing system, and includes
both volatile and nonvolatile media, removable and non-
removable media, and contemplates media readable by a
database, a computer, and various other network devices.

Examples of the computer-readable recording medium
include, but are not limited to, read-only memory (ROM),
random-access memory (RAM), erasable electrically pro-
grammable ROM (EEPROM), flash memory or other
memory technology, holographic media or other optical disc
storage, magnetic storage including magnetic tape and mag-
netic disk, and solid state storage devices. The computer-
readable recording medium can also be distributed over
network-coupled computer systems so that the computer-
readable code 1s stored and executed 1n a distributed fashion.
The communication signals transmitted through a transitory
medium may include, for example, modulated signals trans-
mitted through wired or wireless transmission paths.

The above description and associated figures teach the
best mode of the invention. The following claims specity the
scope of the imnvention. Note that some aspects of the best
mode may not fall within the scope of the mvention as
specified by the claims. Those skilled 1n the art will appre-
ciate that the features described above can be combined 1n
various ways to form multiple variations of the invention. As
a result, the invention 1s not limited to the specific embodi-
ments described above, but only by the following claims and
their equivalents.
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What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method for 1identifying a worst interfering sector in a
wireless network, comprising:

obtaining a plurality of signal measurements within an

arca ol interest of the wireless network, the signal
measurements being associated with a plurality of
neighboring sectors and at least one serving sector;

narrowing the plurality of signal measurements to a

specific frequency band associated with the at least one
serving sector;
determining, from the plurality of signal measurements
associated with the specific frequency band, one or
more ratios of a sum of interfering signal measurements
to a sum of serving signal measurements; and

identifying the worst mterfering sector for the specific
frequency band based on a highest ratio from among
the one or more ratios.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising discarding
signal measurements from neighboring access nodes that
have fewer than a threshold quantity of signal measure-
ments.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
the area of interest based on one or more of a serving to
signal interference gap (SSIG) threshold, a dropped call
threshold, or a signal interference to noise ratio (SINR)
threshold.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the SSIG threshold or
the SINR threshold 1s determined based on measurements
performed by wireless devices within the area of interest.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the specific frequency
band 1s based on one of a E-UTRA Absolute Radio Fre-
quency Channel Number (EARFCN) or a NR Absolute
Radio Frequency Channel Number (NR-ARFCN).

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
that the sum of serving signal measurements associated with
the specific frequency band 1s zero.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising;:

determining a neighboring sector with a highest absolute

value of 1ts sum of interfering signal measurements;
and

designating the neighboring sector as the worst interfering,
sector.

8. A system for identifying a worst interfering sector in a

wireless network, the system comprising:

a plurality of access nodes configured to deploy a corre-
sponding plurality of sectors over a geographic area;
and

a processing node communicatively coupled to one or
more of the plurality of access nodes, the processing
node being configured to perform operations compris-
ng:

obtaining a plurality of signal measurements within an
arca ol interest of the geographic area, the signal
measurements being associated with the plurality of
seclors;

narrowing the plurality of signal measurements to a
specific frequency band associated with at least one
serving sector;

determining, from the plurality of signal measurements
associated with the specific frequency band, one or
more ratios of a sum of interfering signal measurements
to a sum of serving signal measurements; and

identifying the worst interfering sector for the specific
frequency band based on a highest ratio from among
the one or more ratios.
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9. The system of claim 8, wherein the operations further
comprise discarding signal measurements from neighboring
access nodes that have fewer than a threshold quantity of
signal measurements.

10. The system of claim 8, wherein the operations further
comprise determining the area of interest based on one or
more of a serving to signal interference gap (SSIG) thresh-
old, a dropped call threshold, or a signal interference to noise

ratio (SINR) threshold.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the SSIG threshold
or the SINR threshold 1s determined based on measurements
performed by wireless devices within the area of interest.

12. The system of claim 8, wherein the specific frequency
band 1s based on one of a E-UTRA Absolute Radio Fre-
quency Channel Number (EARFCN) or a NR Absolute
Radio Frequency Channel Number (NR-ARFCN).

13. The system of claim 8, wherein the operations further
comprise determining that the sum of serving signal mea-
surements associated with the specific frequency band 1s
ZEro.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the operations further
comprise:

determiming a neighboring sector with a highest absolute

value of 1ts sum of interfering signal measurements;
and

designating the neighboring sector as the worst interfering

sector.

15. A processing node for identifying a worst interfering
sector 1n a wireless network, the processing node being
configured to perform operations comprising:

obtaining a plurality of signal measurements within an

arca ol interest of the wireless network, the signal
measurements being associated with a plurality of
neighboring sectors and at least one serving sector;

narrowing the plurality of signal measurements to a

specific frequency band associated with the at least one
serving sector;
determiming, from the plurality of signal measurements
associated with the specific frequency band, one or
more ratios of a sum of interfering signal measurements
to a sum of serving signal measurements; and

identifying the worst interfering sector for the specific
frequency band based on a highest ratio from among
the one or more ratios.

16. The processing node of claim 15, wherein the opera-
tions further comprise discarding signal measurements from
neighboring access nodes that have fewer than a threshold
quantity of signal measurements.

17. The processing node of claim 15, wherein the opera-
tions further comprise determining the area of interest based
on one or more of a serving to signal interference gap (SSIG)
threshold, a dropped call threshold, or a signal interference
to noise ratio (SINR) threshold.

18. The processing node of claim 17, wherein the SSIG
threshold or the SINR threshold 1s determined based on

measurements performed by wireless devices within the area
ol interest.

19. The processing node of claim 15, wherein the specific
frequency band 1s based on one of a E-UTRA Absolute
Radio Frequency Channel Number (EARFCN) or a NR
Absolute Radio Frequency Channel Number (NR-ARFCN).

20. The processing node of claim 15, wherein the opera-
tions further comprise:

determining that the sum of serving signal measurements

associated with the specific frequency band 1s zero; and
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designating a neighboring sector with a highest absolute
value of 1ts sum of interfering signal measurements as
the worst interfering sector.
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