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LIVE CONTENT STREAMING SYSTEM AND
METHOD

CLAIM OF PRIORITY/CROSS REFERENCE TO
RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application 1s a continuation-in-part patent
application of previously-filed, currently pending U.S. pat-
ent application Ser. No. 16/524,707 filed on Jul. 29, 2019,
which 1s a continuation patent application of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 15/183,305 filed on Jun. 15, 2016, now
U.S. Pat. No. 10,368,134, which 1s based on and a claim to
priority 1s made under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 62/181,508 filed on Jun. 18, 2015.

The contents of all prior applications, 1.e., U.S. patent

application Ser. Nos. 16/524,707, 15/183,305 and 62/181,
508, are incorporated herein 1n their entirety by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s generally directed to a system
and method for allowing content broadcasting users to
compete for the opportunity to broadcast live media, such as
live video and/or audio, to a specifically themed channel that
1s part ol a larger collection of themed channels for a limited
amount of time with the opportunity to be allotted additional
broadcasting time based on live votes by voting or viewing,
users who are viewing and voting on the content and/or the
broadcaster. In certain embodiments, a dynamic jump zone
1s determined, for example, based upon a geographic loca-
tion of the current content broadcasting user in order to
select the next content broadcasting user who 1s located
within the determined jump zone.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Video conferencing and video communications are
known, although they are largely used for business to
business applications and/or personal one-on-one commu-
nications. There 1s a need for a video, audio and/or mobile
streaming system and method that 1s largely social, com-
petitive and entertaining.

For example, the proposed system and method would
allow users to compete with one another for broadcasting
time and, 1n some implementations, while broadcasting,
attempt to receive positive votes or high ratings from
viewers 1n order to continue the broadcast. Particularly,
users may be able to accumulate points by participating in or
completing tasks, such as by performing social shares,
broadcasting media, completing surveys, filling out profile
information, connecting a profile with external social net-
works, etc. Those users with the highest ranking or largest
number ol points have a better opportunity or chance to
broadcast via the proposed system and method.

Some 1mplementations may also include a dynamic or
moving jump zone, which i1s a physical or geographic
location within which the next broadcasting user must be
located. Jump zones may be defined 1n a number of different
ways, mcluding being between a minimum and/or a maxi-
mum radial distance from the current broadcasting user, or
being in a different state, country, university, college, sta-
dium, etc.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s generally directed to a system
and method for providing one or more live broadcast feeds
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2

on various themed channels, where users, e.g., broadcasting
users, compete with one another to earn the ability to

broadcast media. In particular, users of at least one embodi-
ment of the system and method may be provided the
opportunity to complete tasks within the system and method
in order to obtain points or credits. In some cases, other users
may vote for or assign points to queued users, €.g., users or
user accounts who are waiting for the opportunity to broad-
cast media. Selection or determination of the next broad-
caster, for example, within a themed channel, may be at least
partially determined based upon the user’s points, credits or
ranking within the system and method.

In some embodiments, another factor used to determine or
select a user to broadcast media via the system and method
may include defining a jump zone. For example, the jump
zone may be used to define a physical zone, area, region, etc.
within which the next broadcaster must be located. In some
cases, the next broadcaster will be selected or determined as
being the highest ranking user (or highest ranking user who
1s queued to broadcast or who has otherwise indicated a
desire to broadcast at that moment) within the jump zone.

For example, the jump zone may be defined as a radial (or
other) distance from the current broadcasting user (e.g.,
between a minimum and a maximum radial distance). Other
embodiments or channels may define the jump zone as being
a next or diflerent state, country, region, university, college,
stadium, arena, etc. This creates a dynamic and moving zone
within which the next broadcaster must be located.

Accordingly, the broadcasters may complete tasks and
other opportunities to increase his or her rank within the
system and method and hope to outrank other broadcasting
users located within the jump zone for the opportunity to
broadcast media. If the broadcasting user wins the oppor-
tunity to broadcast media, then he or she 1s assigned a
specific (often predetermined) amount of time (e.g., one or
two minutes) to broadcast live on a particular themed (or
other) channel. During the allotted or 1nitial amount of time,
voting users can submit votes attributed to the broadcast—
positive votes may result in additional time (e.g., one or two
minutes) allotted to the current broadcast, whereas negative
votes may result in premature or immediate termination of
the current broadcast. Other users may include watching
users, or passive viewers who are able to view the broadcasts
but do not provide any votes or broadcast themselves.

These and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become more apparent when the
drawings as well as the detailed description are taken into
consideration.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a schematic representation of the system as
disclosed 1n accordance with at least one embodiment of the
present mvention.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram of the broadcasting manage-
ment system of at least one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 1s a flow chart illustrating the method of at least
one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4A 1s a schematic representation of a broadcasting or
content providing device streaming a broadcast through the
broadcast management system of at least one embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 4B 1s an exemplary screenshot illustrating an exem-
plary channel list of a plurality of themed channels in
accordance with at least one embodiment of the present
invention.
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FIG. 4C 1s an exemplary screenshot of a voting device
illustrating the live broadcast stream in accordance with at

least one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 1s an exemplary schematic representation of the
system 1llustrating overlapping jump zones as disclosed
herein.

FIG. 6A through 60 are exemplary screenshots of the
mobile application for assisting with the implementation of
at least one embodiment of the system and method disclosed
herein.

Like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout the
several views of the drawings provided herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
INVENTION

L1l

As shown 1n the accompanying drawings, and with par-
ticular reference to FIGS. 1 and 3, the present mnvention 1s
generally directed to a system 10 and method 100 for
providing a live content stream or broadcast, for example,
from one or more content broadcasting or content providing
devices 20 to one or more content viewing devices 30, 40.
Particularly, 1n at least one embodiment of the system 10
and/or method 100, broadcasting users 22 will compete with
one another for the opportunity to broadcast or stream media
from his or her device 20 and to one or more viewing devices
30, 40 or viewing users 32, 42. For instance, the system 10
and/or method 100 of some embodiments will select or
determine which broadcasters, accounts or users 22 may
stream or broadcast media based upon the location of the
user(s) 22 and/or based upon a determined rank or number
of points within the system 10 or method 100 that each user
22 has accumulated.

More 1n particular, a jump zone 50 may be calculated or
determined by the system 10 or method 100, for example,
based upon a location of the current broadcasting user 22 or
device, and predetermined jump zone criteria, including, but
not limited to a minimum and maximum distance. Other
users 22 who may be located within the jump zone 50 may
elect to broadcast content from his or her device 20, how-
ever, the system 10 and/or method 100 of one embodiment
will only select one user (or other predetermined number of
users) from within the jump zone 50 to broadcast media next
(e.g., once the current broadcast has terminated or ended) for
cach of a number of different channels. In addition to the
location of the potential next broadcaster, that selection may
be based upon a number of points the user(s) has accumu-
lated and/or a ranking associated with the user from within
or by the system 10 or method 100.

With reference to FIG. 1, the system 10 of at least one
embodiment of the present invention includes a broadcast
management system 60 interconnected with or communica-
tive with one or more communication, computer or data
networks 15. Also as shown 1n FIG. 1, the system 10 may
include one or more content providing devices 20 and one or
more content viewing devices, such as a voting device 30
and/or a passive watching device 40, disposed 1n a commu-
nicative relation with the network 15. The broadcast man-
agement system 60 may communicate with the various
devices 20, 30, 40, for instance, via network(s) 15, 1n order
to implement the various embodiments of the present inven-
tion 1n the intended manner, as described herein. It should
also be noted that some embodiments may include an
administrative profile or admin user interconnected to the
broadcast management system 60, either directly or
remotely. In addition to other tasks and roles, the admin user
may have permissions to set up, define, change, modity, add
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4

or delete various parameters for the one or more broadcast-
ing channels, as provided herein.

Moreover, the computer, communication or data
network(s) 135, as used herein, may include virtually any
local, remote or wide range communication network or
collection of networks capable of facilitating the practice of
the present invention in the intended manner, such as the
World Wide Web or Internet, telecommunication networks
such as 3G, 4G, 5G, LTE, etc., Intranet, Wide Area Net-
works, Bluetooth, Near-field Communication (NFC) net-
works, etc., or any combination thereof. Particularly, the
network(s) 15 can include any known networks for facili-
tating communicate of media such as audio, video and/or
data communications such as, for example, a cellular net-
work, local area network (LAN), the internet, VOIP, or SMS
service, etc.

Still referring to the schematic of FIG. 1, the broadcast
management system 60 of at least one embodiment of the
present mvention may include any one or more computer
systems structured to store, communicate and/or process
data and/or media, including, for example, profile informa-
tion corresponding to one or more users 22, 32, 42, provide
or manage media broadcasting or streaming, for example,
from one device 20 to another one or more devices 30, 40,
etc.

For mstance, as provided in the block diagram of FIG. 2,
the broadcast management system 60 may include a com-
puter processor 61, data storage device 62, memory 63, and
one or more communication devices or hardware 64 (e.g.,
network device(s), web server(s), etc.) Particularly, the
broadcast management system 60 of at least one embodi-
ment of the present mvention may comprise one or more
web servers or data servers, icluding software and hard-
ware structured to receive information and data, and to
communicate data, information, media, web pages, applica-
tions, etc. via the network 15 1n accordance with the present
invention.

More i1n particular, the computer processor 61 may
include, for example, any device cooperatively structured to
execute or implement computer 1nstructions, soitware, etc.,
including the method 100 as disclosed 1n accordance with at
least one embodiment of the present invention. The data
storage device 62, as used herein, may include one or more
internal, external or removable hard disk drives, CD/DVD,
USB drives, solid state drives, virtual drives, could-based
storage drives, or other types of volatile or non-volatile
memory, and may include any one or more databases or
other like data structures configured to store and retrieve
data, media, and other information 1n accordance with the
various embodiments of the present invention. Further, the
memory device 63, as used herein, may include but 1s not
limited to random access memory (RAM) or other like
devices configured to implement the present invention in the
intended manner, for example, by at least temporary storing
and assisting with the execution of one or more applications
or computer programs capable of implementing the system
10 and methods 100 described herein. Moreover, the com-
munication device 64 may include a network communica-
tion hardware/software component structured to facilitate
communication between the broadcasting management sys-
tem 60 and/or other devices 20, 30, 40 provided herein.

Furthermore, the user devices, such as the content pro-
viding device(s) 22 and/or the content viewing device(s)
including the voting device(s) 32 and/or passive watching
device(s) 42 of the various embodiments of the present
invention may include virtually any computer based system,
such as, but not limited to a desktop computer, laptop




US 11,683,566 B2

S

computer, mobile computer, tablet, cellular or mobile phone,
smart phone, media device, game device, PDA, etc. capable
of performing the tasks associated with each device, such as
capturing or broadcasting media, displaying media, commu-
nicating with the network(s) 15 and/or broadcasting man-
agement system 60, etc. The broadcasting device(S) 20 may
thus include a camera, microphone, or other video and/or
audio capturing devices.

Particularly, in some embodiments, a user may {irst down-
load, install or otherwise access an application (e.g., a
mobile application) or website via his or her device corre-
sponding to the system 10 and method 100 of the present
invention. For instance, the user may navigate an application
store or database (e.g., Apple App Store, or Google Play
Store) 1n order to select, download, install or access an
application corresponding to the present invention. In some
embodiments, the user may begin by electing to either
become a content broadcasting user 22, a voting user 32
and/or a watcher 42. Particularly, 1n some embodiments, the
user will be prompted to create an account or user profile
that may contain, among other items, the user’s name, email
address, or other contact information, username, password,
ctc. Other profile information may include various text, data,
images, pictures, links, etc. that the user may find 1nteresting
or that the user may think other users will find interesting.
Adding content to a user profile in some 1nstances may be
rewarded with points or an increased ranking, which, as
described herein, may be used by the system 10 and/or
method 100 to determine or select the next broadcaster.

In addition, the user(s) may elect to link one or more
external social networking profiles (e.g., Facebook, Twatter,
Instagram, etc.) to his or her user profile. For instance, as
described herein, the opportunity to broadcast media or
content via the system 10 and method 100 of some embodi-
ments 1s based upon a competitive point system. Linking
social network accounts to a user profile of the present
invention may be a way to earn points and/or increase a user
ranking. It should also be noted that the broadcaster 22 may
include his or her own profile page, for example, host by or
maintained by the system 10 of the present mnvention. This
profile page can include certain profile information, such as
username, location, comments, etc. Other users of the sys-
tem 10 and method 100 can follow profile page(s) of other
users, providing an easy way to keep track of favorites
and/or 1n order to be notified (e.g., by email or through the
system 10 and method 100) when a followed user 1s broad-
casting.

Referring now to the high level flow chart of FIG. 3, the
method 100 includes broadcasting live media from a content
providing device, as shown at 102, for example, via a
broadcasting module 65. It should be noted that some
embodiments of the present mnvention may include a plu-
rality of different channels or stations, for example, each
with a different or predetermined theme or topic. At any
given time, within each channel, there may be a different
media broadcast, for example, from diflerent content pro-
viding devices 20. Accordingly, the system 10 and method
100 may provide live broadcasting from a plurality of
different content providing devices 20 within a plurality of
different channels or themed broadcasting channels. Particu-
larly, when a content providing user 22 decides to broadcast
media, he or she may first select a channel or themed
broadcasting channel within which to broadcast. Similarly,
when a content viewing user 32, 42 decides to receive or
view a live broadcast, he or she may select a themed
broadcasting channel, for example, from a list or other
display.
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Particularly, for exemplary purposes only, 1n some
embodiments, the channels or themes associated with the
channels may include, but are in no way limited to: extreme
sports, sports, comedy, cooking, live music, freestyle rap,
dance, poetry, economics, politics, faith/religion, animals,
pranks, video games, video game tricks, how-to, makeup/
hair/fashion, consumer buyer advice, health and fitness,
volice over, magic, addiction (people recovering from alco-
hol and drug addiction), rated “R”, college, World, travel,
courageous, selling, etc. Other potential channels may
include, but are in no way limited to national events (e.g.,
college football game day), world events (e.g., holidays),
internal events (e.g., Coachella).

In any event, as schematically shown in FIG. 4A, for
example, the content broadcasting user 22 will utilize his or
her cell phone, computer, web camera, or other content
broadcasting device 20 1n order to capture and stream live
media. Live media, as used herein, can include, but 1s not
limited to live, real-time or substantially real-time video,
audio, still or moving 1mages, animation, virtual reality,
augmented reality or the like. In some embodiments, the live
stream or broadcast will be communicated to the broadcast
management system 60, for example, via network(s) 15,
where other users, such as voting user 32, watching users 42
or other broadcasting users 22 may select and view the
broadcast.

Furthermore, some embodiments of the system 10 and/or
method 100 of the present invention limit each broadcast to
an amount of time, such that, when the time expires, the next
broadcaster or user 1s able to broadcast live on the corre-
sponding channel, for example, as determined via a next
broadcaster selection module and/or a jump zone module
discussed herein. For instance, as shown at 103 1n FIG. 3, the
method 100 includes setting an 1nitial broadcasting time. It
should be noted that the allotted or imitial time may be
different for diflerent channels, different regions, different
users, etc., and 1n some embodiments may be extended, for
example, based upon received votes, as provided herein.

In addition, with reference to FIG. 4B, 1n one embodi-
ment, the content viewing users 32, 42, using their respec-
tive device(s) 30, 40, are able to view a list of channels 202,
such as themed channels upon which live content may be
broadcasted or streamed. Selecting a channel from the list
202 or other channel display will cause the corresponding
device 30, 40 to recerve and display a corresponding broad-
cast or media stream, including, for example, an audio
and/or content stream 204, as shown, for example, 1n FIG.
4C. While viewing the content stream or broadcast 204,
voting users 32 may be able to submit votes or rate the
current broadcast.

Particularly, the system 10 and method 100 further
includes receiving and tracking votes attributed to a broad-
cast or media stream, as represented 1n the flow chart of FIG.
3 at 104, via a voting module 66, which may include any
combination of hardware and/or soitware configured to
recelve, track and attribute votes 1n accordance with at least
one embodiment of the present invention. For example,
referring back to FIG. 4C, users, and 1n particular voting
users, may submit one or more votes attributed to the
currently displayed or corresponding media broadcast, for
example, by selecting an up arrow, down arrow, rating (e.g.,
on a numerical or graphical scale), etc. Upon submission of
a vote, the broadcast management system 60 will receive the
vote(s) and track the vote(s), via the voting module 66. The
votes, 11 some embodiments, may be divided or tracked as
‘positive’ and/or ‘negative’ votes. For example, an up arrow
(or its equivalent) may be characterized 1n some embodi-
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ments as a ‘positive’ vote, meamng, for example, the voting
user 32 enjoyed or enjoys the broadcast. On the other hand,
a down arrow (or its equivalent) may be characterized 1n
some embodiments as a ‘negative’ vote, meaning, for
example, the voting user 32 did not enjoy the broadcast.

Votes are received, collected and tallied during the cor-
responding broadcast, and 1n some instances may be dis-
played to the users, such as the content providing user 22,
the voting user(s) 32, and/or the watching user(s) 42. In
some embodiments, the time allotted for the particular
broadcast or media stream may be extended in the event the
broadcast 1s attributed a predetermined number of positive
votes, for mnstance, during the broadcast. In such a case,
additional broadcasting time may be added to the broadcast,
allowing the broadcast to continue beyond the 1nitial broad-
cast time.

In some embodiments, additional broadcasting time may
be added to the broadcast when a certain number or per-
centage of viewers have submitting a positive vote. For
example, 1 at least one embodiment, if fifty percent or 1f
more than fifty percent of the viewers or voting users submit
a positive vote to a particular broadcast during the live
broadcast, then the system or method may add additional
time to the broadcast. More specifically, in some cases, 1f
more than fifty percent of the viewers submit a positive vote
for a particular broadcast, then the broadcast time will be
extended a predetermined amount of time, such as, for
example, an amount of time equal to (or greater than or less
than) the imitial broadcast time. For example, the initial
broadcast time may be two minutes. If, during those two
minutes, six out of ten viewers submit a positive vote (such
as an upvote, thumbs up, plus vote, etc.), the broadcast time
will be extended by an additional two minutes. Other
amounts of additional time are contemplated with other
embodiments.

As another example, a user broadcasting on a ‘Sports’
channel may be provided an 1nitial broadcasting time of one
minute or 60 seconds. During that time, for example, while
the user 22 1s broadcasting live on the Sports channel via his
or her device, voting users 32, using a voting device 30, may
view the live broadcast 204 and submit one or more votes.
In an exemplary embodiment, the system 10 and/or method
100 may be configured such that every ten (10) positive
votes will result 1n an additional broadcasting time 1n the
amount of 10 seconds. Of course these numbers are provided
for 1llustrative purposes only and should not be deemed
limiting 1n any manner. In such a case, 1f the system 10
and/or method 100 receives (10) positive votes attributed to
the corresponding broadcast, during the 1nitial allotted time,
then an additional ten seconds will be added to the broad-
casting time. Otherwise, the broadcast will terminate or stop
at the end of the timer.

Some embodiments (or some channels) may allow the
time to be extended a predetermined number of times only
(e.g., once, twice, etc.), although other embodiments (or
other channels) may allow the time to be extended an
indefinite number of times, so long as positive votes con-
tinue to be provided and attributed to the broadcast.

In any event, a broadcast may be terminated or stopped by
the system 10 or method 100 upon the expiration of broad-
casting time, ¢.g., either the 1nitially allotted time, or the
initially allotted time plus any additional time provided due
to the collection of positive votes via the voting module 66.
Particularly, referring back to the flow chart of FIG. 3,
during the broadcast, the method 100 will determine
whether additional time 1s warranted, as shown at 105. For
example, as described above, additional time may be war-
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ranted upon the receipt of a predetermined number of
positive votes during the broadcast. If additional time 1s
added, some embodiments may continue to collect votes, for
example, 1n order to determine 1s even more additional time
1s warranted. Once the broadcasting time has expired, as
shown at 107, the broadcast 1s stopped or terminated 106.

Some embodiments of the system 10 and/or method 100
of the present invention may provide an additional mecha-
nism upon which the broadcast may be terminated or
stopped 106, for example, prior to the expiration of time. In
particular, in at least one embodiment, the collection of or
receipt of a predetermined number or percentage of ‘nega-
tive’ votes attributed to a broadcast can be used to 1imme-
diately terminate or stop the broadcast. For example, with
reference to 109 1n FIG. 3, a ‘kill switch® may be imple-
mented such that when a broadcast 1s attributed a predeter-
mined number or percentage of negative votes, the system
10 and/or method 100 may immediately terminate or stop
the broadcast 106. For example, the system 10 or method
100 may include a predetermined number (e.g., 10, 50, 100)
of negative votes that when received and attributed to a
broadcast, will serve to immediately terminate the broadcast.
Other embodiments may implement a ‘kill switch’ based
upon a percentage of negative votes as compared to positive
votes, or a percentage ol negative votes as compared to the
number of viewing users currently viewing the broadcast, as
an example. For instance, one 1illustrative and non-limiting
example, 11 approximately or exactly 80% of the votes
received are negative votes, then the broadcast may be
immediately or thereafter terminated. It should be noted that
the number, amount or percentage of negative votes required
to terminate a broadcast prior to the expiration of time (e.g.,
via the ‘kill switch’) may be diflerent for different channels,
users, regions, days, efc.

Further features of certain embodiments of the present
invention include selecting or determinming the next broad-
casting user 22, for example, upon the expiration or termi-
nation of the current broadcast. For instance, in some
embodiments, and 1n some instances, there 1s a continuous
or near continuous stream of media or broadcast 1n a single
channel such that when one broadcast ends (either via
expiration of time or termination via the ‘kill switch’),
another broadcast will begin, generally from a diflerent user,
via different content providing device 20 and from a differ-
ent physical or geographic location.

Selection or determination of the next broadcasting user
22 or device 20 may include a jump zone module 67 (as
provided by reference character 108 1n FIG. 3) and/or a next
broadcaster selection module 68 (as provided by reference
character 110 1n FIG. 3). Particularly, the jump zone module
67 of at least one embodiment of the present invention
comprises one or more hardware and/or software compo-
nents that are structured to determine or define an area,
region, or physical zone, e.g. a jump zone 50, from which to
select the next broadcaster 22'. For example, the jump zone
module 67 may utilize a set of jump Zzone criteria to
determine or define the jump zone 50 from which the next
broadcaster 22' will be selected. The jump zone criteria may
be different for diflerent channels or implementations of the
various embodiments of the present invention.

With reference to exemplary FIG. 5, in one embodiment,
the jump zone 50 may be defined by jump zone criteria such
as a minimum distance 31 and a maximum distance 52 from
the location of the current broadcaster 22. Specifically, the
geographic location of the broadcaster 22 may be deter-
mined 1 a number of different ways, for example, via
accessing GPS or location based hardware/software of the
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content providing device 20. For example, use of the system
10 or method 100 of some embodiments may allow access
to the GPS or location data obtained by the device 20 1tself,
which, as above, may be a cellular phone, tablet computer,
laptop computer, desktop computer, etc. Other embodiments
may obtain the location of the users 22 by information
provided 1n a corresponding user profile or other means or
manners.

In any event, with the location of the user 22, or current
broadcaster known or estimated, in some embodiments the
mump zone 50 may be calculated or determined based upon
a mimmum distance 51 and a maximum distance 52 from the
user’s 20 location. In this regard, the next broadcaster 22
must be located within a radial distance from the current user
20 defined by the jump zone criteria, such as a physical or
geographic region defined between the minimum distance
51 and maximum distance 52. In one exemplary embodi-
ment, the mmimum distance 51 may be three (3) or five (5)
miles and the maximum distance 52 may be fifty (50) miles,
such that the next broadcaster 22' must be located within a
radial distance between three or five and fifty miles from the
current broadcasting user 22. Of course, other distances and
criteria may be used and implemented within the full spirit
and scope of the present invention, whether greater or lesser
than three (3) or fifty (50) miles. In addition, for example,
the jump zone 50 may be defined by only a minimum
distance 51 or only a maximum distance 52.

Similarly, at the end of the next user’s 22' broadcast, the
system 10 and/or method 100 will determine or calculate the
next jump zone 50', for example, based upon a minimum
distance 51' and a maximum distance 52", or other jump zone
criteria. As can be seen, this creates a dynamic or moving
mump zone 50, 50' that moves physically or geographically
as the content providing user 22, 22' changes in accordance
with the various embodiments of the present invention. In
other embodiments, and/or 1n other channels, the jump zones
50 may be determined based upon other jump zone critena,
such as, for example, landmarks, states, countries, colleges,
universities, geographic regions or areas, etc. In particular,
rather than defining the jump zone 50 as a radial physical
arca surrounding the current broadcasting user 20, some
embodiments may define the jump zone 350 1n diflerent areas
of the country or World.

As an example, 1f the jump zone criteria 1s a state, then the
next broadcasting user 22' may be selected from a diflerent
state from the location of the current broadcasting user 20.
For mstance, 11 the current broadcasting user 20 1s located 1n
Florida, then the next broadcasting user 22' may be selected
from an adjacent state (e.g., Georgia), a next state in a
predetermined list of states, or from any of the other states,
excluding Florida. The same or similar process may be used
to define a jump zone 50 with jump zone criteria being a
different country, college, university, stadium, etc.

Once the jump zone 50 1s defined (whether it 1s defined as
a radial or other distance from the current broadcaster 20, as
a different landmark, country, state, college, university, etc.,
or as a zone defined by other jump zone criteria), the method
100 further include selecting the next broadcaster 22' from
within the jump zone 50, as shown at 110, for example, from
a pool of or a plurality of potential broadcasting users.
Specifically, with the jump zone 50 defined, there may be a
plurality of users 22 that have indicated their desire to
broadcast content next, for example, on a particular channel.
Since some embodiments only allow a single broadcaster 22
at a time on each channel, the system 10 and/or method 100
of at least one embodiment may need to select the next
broadcaster 22' based upon certain selection criteria.
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For instance, 1n some embodiments, the selection criteria
may be defined as temporal priority criteria, meaning that
the first user within the jump zone to indicate his or her
desire to broadcast (and, in some embodiments who 1s
available to broadcast immediately at the conclusion of the
current or prior broadcast) will be given the opportunity to
broadcast from his or her device 20. It should also be noted
that some embodiments or some channels may not have a
jump zone defined, and may instead use the temporal
priority criteria of the next broadcaster selection module 68
to select the next broadcaster. In such a case, the next
broadcaster may be located virtually anywhere, since a jump
zone may not be defined as a limiting characteristic 1n
selecting the next broadcaster.

In other embodiments, the next broadcaster selection
module 68 may use a ranking or point system criteria in
order to define the next broadcasting user 22', for example,
within the jump zone 50, when a jump zone 50 1s defined.
In particular, in order for a broadcasting user 22 to obtain
points or otherwise increase his or her rank, 1n at least one
embodiment, the broadcasting user 22 can share content
and/or complete tasks within the system 10 and method 100
of the present mvention. For example, tasks may include
completing or conducting consumer (or other) surveys,
purchasing items (goods or services) via the system 10 or
method 100, sharing content via other social networks,
broadcasting media as described herein, submitting votes for
other broadcasts within the system 10 and method 100, etc.
Completion of certain tasks may result 1n the allotment of
points or accumulating credits, for example. The more
points or credits a user has, the higher his or her rank within
the system 10 and/or method 100 of the present invention.
Other tasks, opportunities, etc. can be used within the full
spirit and scope of the present invention 1n order to accu-
mulate or obtain points, credits, etc. and thereby increase a
user ranking.

Accordingly, 1n at least one embodiment, the next broad-
caster selection module 68 may identity the user or potential
broadcaster within the jump zone 50 (if a jump zone 1s
defined) that has the highest rank, or otherwise has the
highest number of points, credits, etc. associated with his or
her account or user profile. That user will then be the next
broadcasting user 22' and upon termination or expiration of
the current or prior broadcast, the next broadcasting user 22'
will be given the opportunity to broadcast media from his or
her device 20, as shown at 112.

In this regard, the broadcasting users 22, 22' must com-
plete tasks and other opportunities to obtain points or credits
and hope to outrank other broadcasting users 22, 22' located
within the jump zone 50 for the opportunity to broadcast
media via the system 10 and method 100 of at least one
embodiment of the present invention. As provided above, 1f
the broadcasting user 22, 22' wins the opportunity to broad-
cast media, then he or she 1s assigned a specific (often
predetermined) amount of time to broadcast live on a
particular themed (or other) channel. During the allotted
amount of time, voting users 32 can submit votes attributed
to the broadcast or broadcaster—positive votes may result in
additional time allotted to the current broadcast or broad-
caster, whereas negative votes may result in premature
termination of the current broadcast or broadcaster.

Additional features of some embodiments may include
the incorporation of a digital music service module 69 or
digital media module which may include hardware/software
components that allow content viewing users, such as voting
users 32 and/or watching users 42, to connect or sync a
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third-party or external digital music service to the system 10
and/or method 100 of the present invention.

Particularly, many users, such as content viewing users,
may subscribe independently to or otherwise have an
account with a third-party digital music service, such as
Spotily, Pandora, Apple Music, etc. The content viewing
user(s) may register or connect his or her third-party digital
music service account with his or her profile or account with
the present system 10 and method 100, for example, by
providing username, password or other account-identifying,
information with regard to the third-party digital music
Service.

When an independent or other third-party digital music
service 1s synced, registered, otherwise connected to the
system 10 and/or method 100 of the present invention, for
example, via the digital music service module 69, either the
digital music service 1tsell or the digital music service
module 69 of the present mnvention may function to detect a
song (e.g., a copyrighted song) that may be playing 1n a
broadcast, e.g., by a broadcasting user 20. Upon detection,
the digital music service or the digital music service module
of the present invention may simultancously play the
detected song, music, or other audio content from the
viewing user’s account or profiled of the third-party digital
music service (e.g., Spotily, Pandora, etc.) rather than,
instead of, or 1n sync with the music that may be playing via
the actual broadcast or live media stream. This may allow
the content viewing user, e.g., the voting user 32 and/or
watching user 42, the ability to adjust the music volume. In
addition, this may allow a broadcasting user 22, the ability
to select a song to play while broadcasting, for example, a
song from a list of athliated digital music services. At least
one purpose ol this aspect may be to allow an artist to be
paid or compensated by the digital media service for their
creative work.

Turning now to FIGS. 6A through 60, exemplary screen-
shots of the mobile application 200 implementing or at least
assisting with the implementation of the live media broad-
casting system and method of at least one embodiment on a
user device, 20, 30, 40 are shown. For example, FIG. 6 A
illustrates a screenshot where, using a user device 20, 30, 40,
a user can create an account by providing certain identifying
information such as an email address, username, password,
etc. The user can then choose a role, as shown 1n FIG. 6B,
for example, by selecting to be a watcher, a voter or a
broadcaster. A watcher can view active channels and broad-
casts using the application or website; a voter can view
active channels and broadcasts, as well as cast votes and
assign points to other users; and a broadcaster can view
active channels and broadcasts, cast votes and assign points
to other users, and can broadcast live media through the
application and within one or more of the channels or
themes.

FIG. 6C shows an exemplary or optional tutorial video
which can help educate the user on the various features and
functions of the present invention. Other tutorials and edu-
cational information may be included.

FIG. 6D 1illustrates a plurality of topics, channels or
themes which the user can select and associate with the
corresponding user account. If the user selects one or more
topics, channels or themes, the topics, channels or themes
are saved to the user’s account or profile and can be added
to the user’s list of following topics. For mstance, FIGS. 6E
and 6F illustrate exemplary user accounts and channels
which the particular user follows or 1s subscribed to. Spe-
cifically, FIG. 6E shows a list of a plurality of other user
accounts (e.g., “Dominic,” “Gabriel,” “Wesley,” and Ches-
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ter’”’) which the user follows and FIG. 6F shows a plurality
of channels (e.g., “Surfing,” “Wedding,” “lech,” and
“Apple”) which the user has joined or subscribed. As will be
described below, broadcasts that are provided by the other
user accounts to which the user 1s subscribed and/or within
the channels which the user follows will be arranged into a
scrolling feed 210. FIG. 6G illustrates additional user
account information including, for example, date of birth,
social media links, a history of upvotes, efc.

With reference to FIGS. 6H and 6I, in at least one
embodiment, the user account or profile will have a feed 210
or a display of topics, channels, broadcasts, etc. correspond-
ing to the topics and other users to which the particular user
account follows or 1s subscribed. As an example, the feed
210 shown 1n FIG. 6H 1s for a user account that follows or
1s subscribed to the “politics,” and “surfing” topics or
channels. In this manner, the feed 210 shows a preview
image, clip, amimation, or cover photograph 212 of the
channel and in some cases, the media that 1s currently being
broadcast in that particular channel. In some embodiments,
the current number of viewers watching each broadcast 1s
displayed 213. The user can select button 2135 or an equiva-
lent to view the corresponding broadcast 1in full screen or
near full screen.

In addition, as shown 1n FIG. 61, the jump zone 50 for the
broadcast can be displayed to the user. For instance, jump
zone 50 1s a location shown on a graphical map that defines
a physical area surrounding the current broadcasting user 22.
In the view shown 1n FIG. 61, there 1s a queue of users or
accounts with a next broadcasting account 22' shown. More
specifically, when the time associated with the current
broadcast expires, the next broadcasting user account 22'
located within the jump zone 50 will be able to broadcast
live media.

Furthermore, the user operating the application 200 1s
able to assign or award points to anyone or more of the user
accounts currently in the broadcasting queue, or waiting list
associated with a particular channel, theme or topic. In this
manner, the points awarded to user accounts 1n the broad-
casting queue can be used by the system or method to
determine which user account will broadcast next. For
instance, when the current broadcast time expires, the user
account 1n the broadcast queue and within the jump zone
with the highest number of points (e.g., as awarded by other
users and/or as obtamned via completion of tasks, as dis-
closed herein) will be selected to broadcast next.

Still referring to FI1G. 61, the user 1s able to add his or her
account to the broadcasting queue by selecting “Get In
Queue” or an equivalent button. In the example shown, the
user device currently broadcasting 1s located in “Los Ange-
les” as indicated by the location tag 216. 11 the user 1s within
the jump zone, he or she can be added to the queue 1n an
attempt to broadcast next.

With reference now to FIG. 6J, in some embodiments, a
user can choose to “Stream Now” by selecting one of the
listed channels, for example, as shown at 220. Doing so will,
In some cases, open a screen similar to that shown in FIG.
6K where a user can enter a title and begin to stream. In other
cases, with reference again to FIG. 6], the user can choose
to be added to the broadcasting queue 1n one of the channels,
as shown at 230. Doing so may, in some embodiments open
a screen similar to that shown 1n FIG. 6L where a title can
be defined. In the exemplary embodiment, the jump zone 350
1s shown along with 1cons on the map associated with user
accounts currently in the broadcasting queue for that chan-
nel. Here the user can view his or her current position 1n the
queue as well as the location of other users 1n the queue. As
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shown 1n FIG. 6M, for example, the user can share a link or
post a notification to the application 200 or to other external
social media platforms (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
etc.) to the broadcast. In some cases, doing so will award one
or more points to the user, thereby potentially increasing the
user’s rank or position in the queue.

When 1t 1s the user’s turn to broadcast, the application 200
can send a notification to the user, for example, an mn-app
notification, a push notification, email, text message, phone
call, etc. FIGS. 6N and 60 are exemplary screenshots of the
broadcast beginning and the broadcast executing, respec-
tively.

Since other modifications and changes varied to fit par-
ticular operating requirements and environments will be
apparent to those skilled i the art, the invention 1s not
considered limited to the example chosen for purposes of
disclosure, and covers all changes and modifications which
do not constitute departures from the true spirit and scope of
this imnvention. This written description provides an illustra-
tive explanation and/or account of the present invention. It
may be possible to deliver equivalent benefits using varia-
tions of the specific embodiments, without departing from
the mventive concept. This descrlptlon and these drawings,
therefore, are to be regarded as 1illustrative and not restric-
tive.

Now that the invention has been described,

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method for streaming live media, the method com-
prising;:

broadcasting, via a broadcast management system, a live

media stream from at least one broadcasting device
over at least one network to a plurality of content
viewing devices, the broadcast management system

comprising a computer processor, memory, storage
device and at least one network communication device
for communication between the at least one broadcast-
ing device and the plurality of content viewing devices,

determining a jump zone based upon at least one prede-
termined jump zone criteria,

selecting a user account from a plurality of queued user

accounts, each of the plurality of queued user accounts
being associated with a user device physically located
in the jump zone,

stopping the live media stream from the at least one

broadcasting device, and

broadcasting another live media stream from the user

device associated with the selected user account.

2. The method as recited 1n claim 1 wherein stopping the
live media stream from the at least one broadcasting device
1s based upon an expiration of broadcasting time.

3. The method as recited 1n claim 1 further comprising,
prior to stopping the live media stream, if the live media
stream receives at least one positive vote, then extending the
live media stream by an amount of time.

4. The method as recited in claam 3 wherein, prior to
stopping the live media stream, 1f the live media stream
receives positive votes from at least half of the content
viewing devices viewing the live media stream, then extend-
ing the live media stream by an amount of time.

5. The method as recited in claam 4 wherein, prior to
stopping the live media stream, 11 the live media stream
receives positive votes from at least half of the content
viewing devices viewing the live media stream, then extend-
ing the live media stream by an amount of time equal to an
initial streaming time.

6. The method as recited 1n claim 1 further comprising
defining the predetermined jump zone criteria as comprising
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a minimum distance from the at least one broadcasting
device, and a maximum distance from the at least one
broadcasting device; wherein a physical geographic region
of the jump zone 1s defined as being within the minimum
distance from the at least one broadcasting device and the
maximum distance from the at least one broadcasting
device.
7. A method for streaming live media, the method com-
prising:
broadcasting, via a broadcast management system, a live
media stream 1n at least one of a plurality of broad-
casting channels, the live media stream being transmiut-
ted from a broadcasting device corresponding to a
broadcasting user, the broadcast management system
comprising a computer processor, memory, storage
device and at least one network communication device
for communication between the broadcasting device
and a plurality of content viewing devices,

determining a jump zone based upon predetermined jump
zone criteria corresponding to the at least one of the
plurality of broadcasting channels,

wherein the jump zone of at least one of the plurality of

broadcasting channels 1s determined based upon a
physical location of the broadcasting user,

defining the predetermined jump zone criteria corre-

sponding to the at least one of the plurality of broad-

casting channels as comprising a minimum distance
from the broadcasting user and a maximum distance
from the broadcasting user,

selecting a next broadcasting user account from a plurality

of queued user accounts, each of the plurality of queued
user accounts being associated with a user device
physically located in the jump zone,

stopping the live media stream from the broadcasting

device, and

broadcasting another live media stream 1n the at least one

of a plurality of broadcasting channels from the user
device corresponding to the selected next broadcasting
user account.

8. The method as recited 1n claim 7 wherein stopping the
live media stream 1s based upon an expiration of broadcast-
ing time.

9. The method as recited 1n claim 7 further comprising,
prior to stopping the live media stream, i1f the live media
stream receives at least one positive vote, then extending the
live media stream by an amount of time.

10. The method as recited in claim 9 wherein, prior to
stopping the live media stream, 11 the live media stream
receives positive votes from at least half of the content
viewing devices viewing the live media stream, then extend-
ing the live media stream by an amount of time.

11. The method as recited 1n claim 10 wherein, prior to
stopping the live media stream, 1f the live media stream
receives positive votes from at least half of the content
viewing devices viewing the live media stream, then extend-
ing the live media stream by an amount of time equal to an
initial streaming time.

12. The method as recited 1n claim 7 wherein selecting the
next broadcasting user account comprises selecting, from
the plurality of queued user accounts, a user account with a
highest rank.

13. A method for streaming live media, the method
comprising;

broadcasting, via a broadcast management system, a live

media stream from at least one broadcasting device
over at least one network to a plurality of content
viewing devices, the broadcast management system
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comprising a computer processor, memory, storage
device and at least one network communication device

for communication between the at least one broadcast-
ing device and the plurality of content viewing devices,

the live media stream comprising an initial amount of °

broadcasting time,

determining a jump zone based upon at least one prede-
termined jump zone criteria, the jump zone comprising,
a physical geographic area,

if the live media stream receives positive votes from at
least half of the content viewing devices viewing the
live media stream, then extending the live media stream
by additional broadcasting time,

stopping the live media stream,

selecting a next broadcasting user account, the next
broadcasting user account being associated with a user
device physically located within the jump zone, and
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broadcasting a live media stream from the user device
associated with the selected next broadcasting user
account.

14. The method as recited 1n claim 13 further comprising,
prior to stopping the live media stream, 1f the live media
stream receives at least one positive vote, then extending the
live media stream by an amount of time.

15. The method as recited in claim 13 wherein, prior to
stopping the live media stream, 1f the live media stream
receives positive votes from at least half of the content
viewing devices viewing the live media stream, then extend-
ing the live media stream by an amount of time.

16. The method as recited in claim 13 wherein, prior to
stopping the live media stream, 1f the live media stream
receives positive votes from at least half of the content
viewing devices viewing the live media stream, then extend-
ing the live media stream by an amount of time equal to the
initial amount of broadcasting time.
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