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OUTER ROTOR BRUSHLESS MOTOR
STATOR MOUNT

RELATED APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 62/837,935 filed Apr. 24, 2019 and U.S.
Provisional Application No. 62/881,105 filed Jul. 31, 2019,

both of which are incorporated herein by reference 1n their
entireties.

FIELD

This disclosure relates to an outer-rotor brushless motor,
and more particularly to a high-power outer-rotor brushless
motor for use 1 power tools and outdoor products.

BACKGROUND

Conventional brushless direct-current (BLDC) motors are
provided with a permanent magnet rotor supported within a
stator. The stator includes a ring-shaped stator core, a series
of stator teeth that extend radially inwardly from the stator
core, and a series of stator windings wound in various
patterns on the stator teeth. The rotor includes a rotor core
that supports a number of magnets and 1s mounted on a rotor
shaft. The shait 1s supported relative to the stator via one or
more bearings.

Another type of BLDC motor, referred to as an outer-rotor
or external rotor motor, 1s provided with the rotor on the
outside of the stator. In an outer-rotor motor, the rotor
magnets are provided on an outer cup that 1s rotatable around
a stator core. The outer cup includes a plate on one side of
the stator that 1s secured to a rotor shaft. US Patent Publi-
cation No. 2019/0058373, which 1s mcorporated herein by
reference 1n its entirety, provides an example of an outer-
rotor motor 1n a nailer, where the outer rotor includes an
integrated tlywheel for driving a driver of the nailer. Outer-
rotor motors provides some performance advantages over
comparable inner-rotor motors. Namely, since an outer rotor
1s by necessity larger than an inner rotor, 1t creates higher
inertia and reduces the torque ripple effect and lower vibra-
tion. An outer rotor also provides higher magnetic flux and
1s also capable of producing more torque than a comparable
inner rotor motor.

Use of electric motors 1n battery-operated cordless out-
door products such as lawn mowers has gained popularity 1n
recent vears. Electric motors, particularly brushless motors
as described above, are capable of producing high amount of
output power at a high degree of efliciency suitable for such
applications. Despite 1ts advantages, use of electric brushless
motor in such products presents challenges relating to place-
ment and assembly of the motor 1n a compact and eflicient
manner. Moreover, as outdoor products are used 1n environ-
ments with high amount of debris, dust, and grass particu-
late, protection of the motor against entry of debris and
contamination 1s of great importance.

An 1mpact tool such as a demolition tool or a hammer
typically includes a tool holder 1n which a cutting tool can
be supported and driven by an impact mechanism. The
impact tool typically includes an electric motor that converts
clectrical energy to a rotary motion and an impact mecha-
nism by which the rotary output of the electric motor 1s
converter to a linear motion. The impact mechanism repeti-
tively strikes the end of a cutting tool to impart axial impacts
onto the cutting tool. The U.S. Pat. No. 10,328,558, which
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an example of such a hammer drill that can operate 1n a
hammer mode to perform this operation. In an 1mpact tool,
the motor 1s typically housed within a motor housing below
the transmission mechanism 1n a direction perpendicular to
the longitudinal axis of the transmission mechanism. A
handle 1s typically attached at one end to the end of the
motor housing and at the other end to the transmission
housing. A battery receptacle may be located below the
handle adjacent the motor housing.

Once again, while outer-rotor brushless electric motors
are capable of producing high amount of output power at a
high degree of efliciency suitable for impact power tools,
placement of the motor 1n a compact and eflicient manner
and without significantly increasing the overall length and/or
diameter of the tool housing presents challenges.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of this disclosure, a brushless
direct-current (BLDC) motor i1s provided. The motor
includes a stator having a stator core, teeth extending
radially outwardly from the stator core, and windings wound
around the stator teeth; a rotor shait extending along a center
axis; and a rotor having a rotor core disposed around the
stator. The rotor mcludes permanent magnets secured to the
rotor core, an mner annular member mounted on the rotor
shaft, and a plurality of radial blades extending angularly
from the rotor core to the mner annular member forming a
fan adjacent the stator that generates an airflow with rotation
of the rotor shaft. A first end cap 1s provided including a
radial back plate proximate the fan and a center opening in
the radial back plate through which the rotor shaft extends.
A second end cap i1s provided including a main body
disposed adjacent the stator opposite the fan. The radial back
plate of the first end cap includes at least one sloped surface
forming at least one air gap such that the airflow generated
by the fan 1s centrifugally guided within the first end cap by
the sloped surface and caused to exit the first end cap
through the air gap.

In an embodiment, first end cap further includes an
annular body formed at least partially around the fan and the
radial back plate extends from the annular body. In an
embodiment, the annular body 1ncludes at least one exhaust
port 1n fluid communication with the at least one air gap and
through which the airtlow 1s expelled from the first end cap
in a substantially radial direction.

In an embodiment, two sloped surfaces are provided on
two sides of the center opening of the first end cap, and two
air gaps are formed between respective ends of the two
sloped surfaces. The two air gaps extend from the annular
body of the first end cap towards the center opening to
intersect a centrifugal path of the airtflow within the first end
cap.

In an embodiment, the first end cap includes a side plate
projecting outwardly around the annular body and a lower
surface arranged to be mounted on a housing of a tool.

In an embodiment, the center opening of the end cap
supports a front bearing of the rotor shaft.

In an embodiment, the second end cap includes an annular
body extending form the main body around at least a portion
of the rotor core, the annular body of the second end cap
coming into contact and being secured to the first end cap.

In an embodiment, the second end cap includes a first set
of openings for passage of airflow and a second set of
openings for passage of a set of motor terminals arranged to
clectrically couple to the stator windings of the stator.
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In an embodiment, a stator collar 1s mounted on the stator
core and the terminals are mounted on the stator collar 1n a
direction parallel to the rotor shatt.

In an embodiment, the second end cap includes a center
opening within which a sensor board 1s secured. The sensor
board accommodates positional sensors facing the rotor
shaft. A sense magnet 1s mounted on the rotor shaft facing
the positional sensors.

According to another aspect of this disclosure, a brushless
direct-current (BLDC) motor 1s provided including: a stator
having a stator core, teeth extending radially outwardly from
the stator core, and windings wound around the stator teeth;
a rotor shaft extending along a center axis; and a rotor
having a rotor core disposed around the stator, permanent
magnets secured to the rotor core, and an inner annular
member mounted on the rotor shaft. A first end cap 1s
provided including a radial back plate disposed on a first side
of the stator and having a front center opening through
which the rotor shaft 1s supported via a front bearing. A
second end cap 1s provided having an inner annular body, an
outer annular body, and a main body extending on a second
side of the stator from the mner annular body to the outer
annular body. The mner annular body extends axially
inwardly and forms a rear center opening. The inner annular
body includes a first portion that extends at least partially
into an opening of the stator core and supports the rotor shaft
via a rear bearing, and a second portion rearward of the first
portion that received a rear end of the rotor shaift therein and
houses a sensor board therein, where the sensor board
accommodates positional sensors facing the end of the rotor
shaft.

In an embodiment, the rotor includes radial blades extend-
ing angularly from the rotor core to the inner annular
member forming a fan adjacent the stator that generates an
airtlow with rotation of the rotor shatt.

In an embodiment, the radial back plate of the first end cap
includes at least one sloped surface forming at least one air
gap. The airtlow generated by the fan 1s centrifugally guided
within the first end cap by the at least one sloped surface and
caused to exit the first end cap through the at least one air
gap. The first end cap includes an annular outer body having
at least one exhaust port 1n fluid communication with the at
least one air gap and through which the airflow 1s expelled
from the first end cap 1n a substantially radial direction.

In an embodiment, the annular body of the second end cap
extends form the main body around at least a portion of the
rotor core and comes into contact with the first end cap to
secure the second end cap to the first end cap around the
rotor.

In an embodiment, the second end cap includes a first set
of openings for passage of airflow and a second set of
openings for passage of a set of motor terminals arranged to
clectrically couple to the windings of the stator.

In an embodiment, a stator collar 1s mounted on the stator
core and the terminals are mounted on the stator collar 1n a
direction parallel to the rotor shaft.

In an embodiment, the first portion of the mner annular
body has a larger diameter at the first portion that at the
second portion.

In an embodiment, a sense magnet 1s mounted on the rear
end of the rotor shait 1n close proximity to the sensor board.
In an embodiment, the inner annular body further includes
a third portion disposed between the first portion and the
second portion and having a diameter that 1s greater than that
of the second portion but smaller than that of the first
portion. In an embodiment, the sense magnet 1s located
within the third portion of the mnner annular body.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

In an embodiment, the mner annular body further includes
a radial nm formed at a rear end of the second portion and
the sensor board 1s secured to the radial rnm. In an embodi-
ment, an 1impact absorbing member or a spring 1s disposed
between the sensor board and the radial rim.

In an embodiment, the second end cap 1s provided with
one or more deflection limiting members near meeting
boundaries of the outer annular body and the main body. The
deflection limiting member(s) face the rotor core to absorb
an 1mpact of the rotor core 1 an even ol a pivoting
movement of the rotor shaift away from the center axis.

According to another aspect of this disclosure a brushless
direct-current (BLDC) motor 1s provided including a stator
having a stator core, teeth extending radially outwardly from
the stator core, and windings wound around the stator teeth;
a rotor shaft extending along a center axis; and a rotor
having a rotor core disposed around the stator, permanent
magnets secured to the rotor core, and an i1nner annular
member mounted on the rotor shaft. A first end cap including
a radial back plate 1s disposed on a first side of the stator and
having a front center opening through which the rotor shaft
extends. A second end cap 1s provided having an inner
annular body, an outer annular body, and a main body
extending on a second side of the stator from the inner
annular body to the outer annular body, where the second
end cap includes openings for passage of motor terminals
clectrically coupled to the windings. A stator collar 1is
mounted on the stator core and the terminals are mounted on
the stator collar 1in a direction parallel to the rotor shaft.

In an embodiment, three terminals are provided equidis-
tantly around the stator collar.

In an embodiment, each of the plurality of terminals
includes a main body and two side guide portions together
having a curved contour, the two side guide portions con-
figured to be recerved within axial guide channels of the
stator collar.

In an embodiment, each of the plurality of terminals
includes two tang portions on one end proximate the stator
extending angularly from the main body for connection to a
respective one of the windings.

In an embodiment, the stator further includes an end
insulator mounted on an end of the stator core and the teeth
to electrically insulate the teeth from the stator windings.

In an embodiment, the end 1nsulator includes an annular
inner mounting platform on which the stator collar 1s
mounted and an annular rim projecting from the mounting
platform and disposed around the stator collar.

In an embodiment, the stator collar has approximately the
same diameter as the stator core. In an embodiment, the
stator collar 1s sized such that the motor terminals are
disposed along a circumierence that 1s smaller than a cir-
cumierence formed by the windings.

According to an aspect of this disclosure, a lawn mower
1s provided including a main deck defining a lower cavity
within which a cutting blade 1s received, wheels supporting
the main deck, and a brushless direct-current (BLDC) motor
mounted on the main deck for driving the cutting blade. The
motor may be configured according to any of the above-
described embodiments, with the rotor shaft driving the
cutting blade. In an embodiment, airflow generated by the
motor fan 1s caused to exit the motor above the main deck
so as to substantially separate the motor airflow from the
lawn mower cavity. In an embodiment, the lawn mower
further includes a motor housing disposed above the main
deck to house the motor, and a battery cage disposed above
the motor housing for receiving a removeable battery pack
therein.
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According to another aspect of this disclosure, a power
tool 1s provided including a housing, a battery receptacle
formed on the housing for receiving a power tool battery
pack, a control module disposed within the housing to
control supply of power from the battery pack, and a
brushless direct-current (BLDC) motor mounted within or
on the housing. The motor 1s configured according to any of
the above-described embodiments. In an embodiment, the
first end cap of the motor i1s mtegrally formed with the
housing.

According to yet another aspect of this disclosure, a
power tool 1s provided including a housing; a tubular
cylinder housed within the housing defining a longitudinal
axis; a piston reciprocatingly disposed within the tubular
cylinder; a crank mechanism disposed within the housing
configured to convert a rotary motion to a reciprocating
motion for driving the piston; and a tool holder mounted on
the housing forward of the tubular cylinder. A battery
receptacle 1s provided on the housing for receiving a remov-
able power tool battery pack, the battery pack being pro-
vided on a first side of a plane intersecting the longitudinal
ax1s when received within the battery receptacle. A brushless
direct-current (BLDC) motor 1s mounted on the housing on
a second side of the plane intersecting the longitudinal axis.
The motor includes a stator having a stator core, teeth
extending radially outwardly from the stator core, and
windings wound around the stator teeth; a rotor shaft extend-
ing along a center axis oriented perpendicularly to the
longitudinal axis; and a rotor having a rotor core disposed
around the stator, permanent magnets secured to the rotor
core, and an 1nner annular member mounted on the rotor
shaft. A first end cap of the motor 1s mounted on the housing,
the first end cap including a radial back plate disposed on a
first side of the stator and having a front center opening
through which the rotor shaft is supported via a front
bearing. A second end cap provided outside the housing, the
second end cap including a main body disposed adjacent the
stator.

In an embodiment, the motor counterbalances a weight of
the battery pack such that a distance between the longitu-
dinal axis and a center of gravity of the power tool with the
battery pack received within the battery receptacle 1s less
than or equal to approximately 20% of a full height of the
power tool.

In an embodiment, a handle 1s mounted on the housing,
the handle having a first end disposed adjacent the motor and
a second end forming the battery receptacle. In an embodi-
ment, at least a portion of the second end cap intersects a
longitudinal axis of the first end of the handle.

In an embodiment, the first end cap supports the rotor
shaft via a front bearing and the second end cap supports the
rotor shaft via a second bearing. In an embodiment, the
second end cap includes an mnner annular body that projects
into the stator core to support the second bearing within the
stator core. In an embodiment, at least a portion of the first
end cap intersects a longitudinal axis of an upper wall of the
tubular cylinder.

In an embodiment, the crank mechanism includes a crank
wheel mounted on an end of the rotor shait adjacent the first
bearing, a pivoting pin mounted on the crank wheel oflset
from the rotor shaft, and a piston arm extending form the
piston and coupled to the pivoting pin.

In an embodiment, the first end cap 1s formed integrally
with the housing.

In an embodiment, the rotor includes radial blades extend-
ing angularly from the rotor core to the inner annular
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member forming a fan adjacent the stator that generates an
airflow with rotation of the rotor shaft.

In an embodiment, the radial back plate of the first end cap
includes at least one sloped surface forming at least one air
gap, wherein the airtlow generated by the fan 1s centrifugally
guided within the first end cap by the sloped surface and
caused to exit the first end cap through the air gap. The first
end cap includes an annular outer body having at least one
exhaust port in fluid communication with the air gap and
through which the airflow 1s expelled from the first end cap
in a substantially radial direction such that the airflow 1s
substantially prevented from entering into the housing of the
power tool.

In an embodiment, the radial back plate of the first end cap
includes air vents that allow the airtlow generated by the fan
to enter the main housing 1n a direction of the center axis.

Additional features and advantages of various embodi-
ments will be set forth, in part, in the description that
tollows, and will, 1n part, be apparent from the description,
or may be learned by the practice of various embodiments.
The objectives and other advantages of various embodi-
ments will be realized and attained by means of the elements
and combinations particularly pointed out 1n the description
herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings described herein are for illustration pur-
poses only and are not intended to limit the scope of this
disclosure 1n any way.

FIG. 1 depicts a perspective view of an electric mower,
according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 depicts a side view of an electric mower with a
translucent main body, according to an embodiment;

FIGS. 3A and 3B depict front and rear perspective views
ol an outer-rotor brushless motor, according to an embodi-
ment;

FIGS. 4A and 4B depict front and rear exploded views
showing the mner components of the outer-rotor brushless
motor, including rotor and stator assemblies and first and
second end caps, according to an embodiment;

FIG. § depicts a side cross-sectional view of the outer-
rotor brushless motor, according to an embodiment;

FIGS. 6A-6F depict perspective views of the outer rotor
assembly components through the course of the manufac-
turing assembly, according to an embodiment;

FIGS. 7TA and 7B depict front and rear perspective views
of the second end cap, according to an embodiment;

FIG. 7C depicts a partial cross-sectional view of the motor
showing a bearing pocket of the second end cap receiving a
bearing and a sensor arrangement, according to an embodi-
ment;

FIG. 8A depicts a perspective view of the second end cap
including deflection limiting members, according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 8B depicts a partial cross-sectional view of the motor
including an impact absorbing member behind the positional
sensor board within the bearing pocket, according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 8C depicts a partial cross-sectional view of the motor
including a spring member behind the positional sensor
board within the bearing pocket, according to an embodi-
ment;

FIG. 8D depicts a wave spring used as the spring member
of FIG. 8C, according to an embodiment;

FIGS. 9A and 9B depict front and rear perspective views
of the first end cap, according to an embodiment;
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FIG. 10A depicts a top view of the first end cap, according,
to an embodiment:

FIG. 10B depicts a top horizontal cross-sectional view of
the first end cap, according to an embodiment;

FIG. 11 A depicts a side view of the first end cap, accord-
ing to an embodiment;

FIG. 11B depicts a side vertical cross-sectional view of
the first end cap, according to an embodiment;

FIG. 12A depicts a perspective view of the stator assem-
bly including a stator core and a stator collar prior to
assembly, according to an embodiment;

FIG. 12B depicts a perspective view of the stator assem-
bly and the stator collar after assembly, according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 13 A depicts a perspective view of the stator assem-
bly including stator windings and the stator collar mounted
on the stator core, according to an embodiment;

FIG. 13B depict a partial zoomed-1n perspective view of
the stator assembly including the stator collar, according to
an embodiment;

FIGS. 14A and 14B depict side and top views of the stator
assembly, according to an embodiment;

FIG. 15 depicts a perspective view of a cordless electric
hammer having an outer-rotor brushless motor, according to
an embodiment;

FIG. 16 depicts a side cross-sectional view of the ham-
mer;

FI1G. 17 depicts a partial zoom-1n cross-sectional view of
the hammer; and

FIG. 18 depicts a partial exploded view of the motor 500
relative to the main housing 602.

Throughout this specification and figures like reference
numbers 1dentity like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It 1s to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory only and are mtended to provide an
explanation of various embodiments of the present teach-
Ings.

FIG. 1 depicts a perspective view of an electric mower 10,
according to an embodiment. FIG. 2 depicts a side view of
an electric mower 10 with a translucent main body 12,
according to an embodiment. As shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2, the
clectric mower 10 includes a main body 12 having a main
deck 52 and a motor housing 50. The electric mower 10
turther includes one or more blades 14 rotatably supported
in a cavity 16 defined below the main deck 32, a pair of front
wheels 18 supported by the main body 12, a pair of rear
wheels 20 supported by the main body 12, and a handle 22
extending rearwardly from the main body 12. A grass
collection bag 54 1s supported on a rear side of the main
body 12 below the handle 22.

In an embodiment, an outer-rotor brushless DC (BLDC)
motor 500 coupled to a rotor shait 340 1s mounted 1n the
motor housing 50 of the main body 12 above the main deck
52 for rotatably driving the one or more blades 14. The
motor 500 may be arranged to drive the blades 14 by a direct
drive mechanism (i.e., connecting the blade 14 directly to
the rotor shaft 340). Alternatively, motor 400 may drive the
blades 14 via a transmission mechanism including transier
gears, a transier belt, and/or other speed and/or torque
reduction and transmission components.

The handle 22 1s provided with a pair of side rods 24
extending from either side end of the rear part of the main
body 12 on two sides of the grass collection bag 54, and a
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cross rod 26 extending between the rear ends of the side rods
24. The cross rod 26 of the handle 22 1s provided with a lever

28 for operating the BLDC motor 500.

In an embodiment, a battery cage 30 1s disposed above the
motor housing 50 for receiving a removable tool battery
pack 32 therein. In an embodiment, the battery pack 32 may
be a sliding power tool type battery pack having a 60V, 80V,
100V, or 120V maximum voltage. U.S. Pat. No. 8,573,324,
which 1s hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety,
provides an example of a sliding power tool battery pack that
slidingly couples to a power tool. The battery cage 30
includes an angular opening sized to receive the battery pack
32 therein at an angle of, for example, 15 to 45 degrees
relative to a plane of the main deck 52. In an embodiment,
the battery pack 32 1s positioned so as to intersect an axis of
the rotor shait 340.

In an embodiment, a power module 40 1s disposed 1n the
main body 12 within or adjacent the motor housing 50. The
power module 40 includes a series of power switches
configured as a three-phase mverter circuit for regulating
supply of power from the battery pack to the motor 300. In
an embodiment, a controller (not shown) 1s also disposed
within the main body, as a part of the power module 40 or
separately thereol, for controlling the switching operation of
the power switches. Controller controls the power switches
based on the position of the lever 28 to control the average
voltage supplied from the battery pack to the motor 500.

In an embodiment, the motor 500 1s supported within the
motor housing S0 1n a way that all components of the motor
500 are positioned above the plane of the main deck 52.
Additionally, motor housing 50 1s provided with two oppo-
sitely arranged exhaust vents 56 disposed above the main
deck 52 arranged to expel air away from the motor 500 1n a
direction radial to the motor shaft 340 above the main deck
52.

The motor 500 features are described here in detail.

FIGS. 3A and 3B depict front and back perspective views
of the BLDC motor 500, according to an embodiment. In an
embodiment, motor 500 includes a first end cap 100, also
referred to herein as a deck plate or a motor plate, and a
second end cap 200, also referred to herein as a motor cup
or stator mount. In an embodiment, the first end cap 100 1s
secured to the main deck 52 of the main body 12 by any
method known to one skilled 1n the art. Stmilarly, the first
end cap 100 and the second end cap 200 are coupled to one
another by any method known to one skilled 1n the art. Such
known methods include, but are not limited to, fasteners,
adhesive, a tongue and groove assembly, Iriction-fitting,
press-litting, etc.

In an embodiment, the first end cap 100 includes a center
opening 126 through which the rotor shaft 340 extends
outwardly and one or more radial exhaust ports 124 A and
1248 arranged circumierentially on opposite sides of the
first end cap 100. The second end cap 200 similarly includes
a center opeming 210 through which one or more control
signal cables (not shown) are received, and a series of
openings 220 and 222 disposed at a distance around the
center opening 210. In an embodiment, stator terminals 440
to the power module 40 pass through one or more of the
openings 220. These features will be described later 1n
detail.

In an embodiment, inlet openings 222 are air inlets align
with one or more air inlets (not shown) of the motor housing
50 that receive mcoming cooling air from the outside
environment. In an embodiment, radial exhaust ports 124 A
and 124B align with exhaust vents 56 of the motor housing
50 to allow expulsion of hot air away from the motor 500
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above the main deck 52 and 1n a radial direction parallel to
the plane of the main deck 52. This arrangement substan-
tially 1solates airflow for cooling the motor 500 components
from the cavity 16 below the main deck 52. This reduces
ingress ol contaminated air including dust and grass 1nto the
motor 500. This also ensures that the airflow generates by
the blade 14 within the cavity 16 1s unimpeded by the airflow
for cooling the motor 400.

FIGS. 4A and 4B depict front and back exploded views
showing the components of BLDC motor 500, according to
an embodiment. FIG. 5 depicts a cross-sectional view of the
outer-rotor brushless motor 500, according to an embodi-
ment. As shown 1n these figures, 1n addition to the first end
cap 100 and the second end cap 200, the BLDC motor 500
includes a rotor assembly 300, a stator assembly 400, and the
rotor shaft 340. In an embodiment, the first and second end
caps 100 and 200 are secured to one another via fasteners
110 or other means to substantially contain and encapsulate
the rotor assembly 300 and stator assembly 400 components.
These features are described herein in detail.

In an embodiment, stator assembly 400 1s provided as an
inner stator including a stator lamination stack 410 having a
ring-shaped stator core 402 and a plurality of stator teeth
radially projecting outwardly from the stator core with slots
formed therebetween. Stator windings 420 are wound
around the stator teeth defining the phases of the BLDC
motor 500. In an embodiment, where the BLDC motor 500
1s a three-phase motor includes 12 stator windings 420, the
stator will constitute three groups of four stator windings
420 connected together on or around the stator core. The
stator windings 420 within each group of stator windings
420 may be electrically coupled together in a series of a
parallel connection, and the three groups of windings may be
clectrically wired together 1n a wye or a delta configuration.
In an embodiment, stator assembly 400 can further include
one or more end insulators covering end surfaces of the
stator lamination stack 410 to electrically insulate the stator
windings 420 from the stator lamination stack 410.

In an embodiment, stator lamination stack 410 has a
thickness of approximately 8-14 mm, preferably approxi-
mately 10-12 mm, and a diameter of approximately 100-130
mm, preferably approximately 110-115 mm. Thus, in an
embodiment, the stator lamination stack has a diameter to
thickness ratio of approximately 8-12, preferably approxi-
mately 9-11, 1n an example approximately 10. In an embodi-
ment, this ratio optimizes the motor for high power/high
torque applications such as a lawn mower. In an exemplary
embodiment, the motor 500 has a maximum output speed of
approximately 3,000 rpm, but a maximum power output of
at least 1,100 watts, more preferably at least 1,200 watts, 1n
an example approximately 1300 watts, suitable for high
power/high torque applications.

In an embodiment, stator assembly 400 1s secured, axially
and radially, to the second end cap 200. The second end cap
200 1s thus also referred to 1n this disclose as a stator mount.
In an embodiment, ring-shaped stator core 402 of the stator
assembly 400 1s mounted and secured to an inner annular
portion of the second end cap 200, as discussed later in
detail.

In an embodiment, rotor assembly 300 1s provided as an
outer rotor including an mner annular member 322 and an
outer annular core 320. Inner annular member 322 includes
an inner through-hole that 1s securely mounted over the rotor
shaft 340 by press-fitting or other known means. Outer
annular core 320 1s provided with a larger diameter than the
stator assembly 400 so as to circumierentially surround the
stator assembly 400 with a small airgap therebetween. Outer
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annular core 320 supports one or more permeant magnets
(discussed below) that magnetically interact with the stator
windings 420, causing rotation of the rotor assembly 300
around the stator assembly 400 when the stator windings are
sequentially energized. Extending substantially radially or
angularly between the mner annular member 322 and the
outer annular core 320 are a series of radial blades 326 that
form a fan arranged to generate airtlow for cooling the motor
500 components, particularly the stator windings 440, as the
rotor assembly 300 rotates. In particular, radial blades 326
are contained on their outer periphery by the annular core
320, thus forming an axial fan that directs air parallel to the
axis ol the rotor shaft 340. As will be described later 1n
detail, first end cap 100 1s provided with features to redirect
the air generated by the axial fan 1n a radial direction.

In an embodiment, rotation of the rotor assembly 300
causes rotation of the rotor shaft 340 around 1ts center
longitudinal axis. In an embodiment, rotor shait 340 is
axially secured to the first and second end caps 100 and 200
via front and rear bearings 130 and 230, respectively. Front
and rear bearing 130 and 230 provide axial and radial
support for the rotor shaft 340, and subsequently for the
entire rotor assembly 300, with respect to the first and
second end caps 100 and 200, and subsequently with respect
to the stator assembly 400. This arrangement ensures that the
rotor outer annular core 320 1s securely positioned around
the stator assembly 400 with an airgap 1n between.

Referring now to FIGS. 6A-6E, and with continued
reference to FIGS. 4A-5, details of the outer rotor assembly
300 and its assembly process are described herein, according
to an embodiment.

FIG. 6 A depicts a partial perspective view of the rotor
assembly 300 including mnner annular member 322, outer
annular core 320, and radial blades 326. In an embodiment,
between approximately four to sixteen radial blades 32,
more preferably between six to fourteen radial blades, and
even more preferably between eight to twelve radial blades,
are provided. Each radial blade 326 can extend from an
exterior portion of the inner annular member 322 to an
interior portion 324 of the outer annular core 320. Interior
portion 324 of the outer annular core 320 may include an
inwardly-projecting rim having curved portions that mate
with radial ends of the radial blades 326. The radial blades
326 can be placed at angles relative to a plane defined by the
outer annular core 320 and the mner annular member 322.
The angular arrangement of the radial blades 326 forms
openings 328 between adjacent radial blades 326, through
which airflow 1s generated and passed towards the first end
cap 100. The geometry of the radial blades 326 can be 1n an
airfo1l shape to improve an overall efliciency of the moving
air.

FIG. 6B depicts a perspective view of a laminated back
iron ring 310, according to an embodiment. FIG. 6C depicts
a perspective view of the laminated back 1ron ring 310, with
permanent magnets 314 mounted on an 1inner surface
thereof. In an embodiment, laminated back 1ron ring 310 1s
a ring-shaped lamination stack made of steel or other
conductive material mounted within the outer annular core
320 of the rotor assembly 300 to support permanent magnets
314. The laminated back 1ron ring 310 can include magnet
pockets 312 for holding the permanent magnets 314. In an
embodiment, the number of the magnet pockets 312 can
correspond to the number of the permanent magnets 314. In
an embodiment, there may be between four to sixteen
permanent magnets 314, more preferably between six to
twelve permanent magnets 314, and even more preferably
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between eight to ten permanent magnets 314. The number of
permanent magnets 314 1s determined as number of poles
and slots of the motor 500.

In an embodiment, each magnet pocket 312 can be formed
into a peripherally elongated rectangular shape. In an
example, each magnet pocket 312 may also be curved to
match the curvature of the laminated back iron ring 310.
Each of the permanent magnets 314 inserted into the cor-
responding magnet pocket 312 can be a sintered neodymium
magnet, which 1s formed 1nto a shape corresponding to the
magnet pocket 312. Furthermore, the permanent magnets
314 arc magnetized so that the magnets adjacent to each

other have poles reverse to each other.
As shown 1n FIGS. 6 A-6C, the inner surface of the outer

circular member 324 can include a design to receive the
laminated back iron ring 310. To this end, 1n an embodiment,
the iner surface of the outer circular member 324 can
include protrusions 332 that can correspond to grooves 319
on the laminated back 1ron ring 310. The interior portion 324
of the outer annular core 320 provides a platform {for

mounting and placement of the lamination back iron ring
310.

In an embodiment, as shown in FIG. 6D, the laminated
back 1ron ring 310 and the permanent magnets 314 are at
least partially encapsulated by an overmold layer 316
including resin or plastic material via an overmold or
insert-mold process. In an embodiment, the overmold layer
316 substantially covers the permanent magnets 314 and
forms molded-in airflow reliefs 318 between the respective
magnets 314.

FIG. 6E depicts a perspective view of the outer rotor
assembly 300 including the overmolded laminated back 1ron
ring 310 of FIG. 6D, according to an embodiment. In an
embodiment, the laminated back iron ring 310 having the
permanent magnets 314 and being, at least, partially encap-
sulated by overmold layer 316 1s slip-fitted to the outer
annular core 320. In an embodiment, the protrusions 332 of
the outer annular core 320 are aligned with the grooves 319
of the laminated back 1ron ring 310 and the laminated back
iron ring 310 1s received into the outer annular core 320.

In an embodiment, the laminated back 1ron ring 310 1s
secured to the outer annular core 320 by any known meth-
ods, such as by an adhesive to form the rotor assembly 300.
In an embodiment, the laminated back iron ring 310 1s first
inserted mto the outer annular core 320 and then the per-
manent magnets 314 are secured into the magnet pockets
312 by any known methods, such as by an adhesive. The
overmold layer 316 may then be applied to the laminated
back iron ring 310 having the permanent magnets 314 to
form the rotor assembly 300.

FIG. 6F depicts a perspective view of the rotor assembly
300 mounted on the rotor shaft 340, according to an embodi-
ment. As previously discussed, in an embodiment, inner
through-hole 330 formed within the inner annular member
322 of the rotor assembly 300 1s press-fitted on the rotor
shaft 340. The rotor shait 340 1s thus axially, radially, and
rotationally secured to the rotor assembly 300. As also
previously discussed, rotor shaft 340 1s further secured,
axially and radially but not rotationally, to first end cap 100
and the second end cap 200 via front and rear bearings 130
and 230, respectively.

This arrangement provides an outer-rotor assembly hav-
ing permanent magnets disposed around the outer circum-
ference of a stator assembly, but also coupled to a central
rotor shaft rotatably received within the stator assembly.
This arrangement also integrates fan blades forming an axial
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fan for cooling the motor into the outer rotor assembly
structure, ridding the motor of a separate fan structure.

In an embodiment, the rotor laminated back iron ring 310
has a diameter of approximately 120-150 mm, preferably
approximately 130-140 mm, in an example approximately
136 mm. The entire rotor assembly 300 including the outer
annular core 320 has a diameter of approximately 130-160
mm, preferably approximately 140-150 mm, 1n an example
approximately 145 mm. In an embodiment, the rotor lami-
nated back 1ron ring 310 has approximately the same thick-
ness as the stator lamination stack 410.

Referring now to FIGS. 7A, 7B and 7C, and with con-
tinued reference to FIGS. 4A-5, the second end cap 200 1s
described herein 1n detail.

FIGS. 7A and 7B depict front and back perspective views
of second end cap 200, according to an embodiment. FIG.
7C depicts a zoom-1n cross-sectional view of the second end
cap 200.

In an embodiment, second end cap 200 includes an outer
annular body 202, an mner annular body 206 forming the
center opening 210, and a conical or dome shaped main
body 204 extending between the inner annular body 206 and
the outer annular body 202. In an embodiment, front periph-
cral edge 208 of the outer annular body 202 1s disposed to
mate with the first end cap 200, as discussed later.

In an embodiment, center opening 210 of the inner
annular body 206 forms a pocket 240 facing the first end cap
200 that securely supports the rear bearing 230 of the rotor
shaft 340 therein to axially and radially support the rotor
shaft 340 with respect to the second end cap 200. Addition-
ally, pocket 240 houses a sense magnet ring 250 including
a series of magnets 1s mounted on a distal end of the rotor
shaft 340 rearwardly of the rear bearing 230. Moreover,
pocket 240 houses and supports a positional sensor board
260 1ncluding a series of positional sensors (e.g., Hall
sensors) 1n close proximity to and facing the sense magnet
ring 250. The positional sensor board 260 1s oriented on a
plane substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the
rotor shaft 340.

In an embodiment, pocket 240 includes a bearing pocket
242 at an end of the pocket 240 closest to the second end cap
200. The bearing pocket 242 (1.e., first portion of the inner
annular body 206) has a first diameter sized to form-fittingly
receive the rear bearing 230 of the rotor shait 340 therein.

In an embodiment, the pocket 240 further includes a sense
magnet pocket 244 disposed rearward of the bearing pocket
242 with respect to the second end cap 200. The sense
magnet pocket 244 (1.e., third portion of the mner annular
body 206) has a second diameter smaller than the first
diameter, sized to freely recerve and house the sense magnet
ring 250 therein. In an embodiment, radial rim 246 formed
between the bearing pocket 242 and the sense magnet pocket
244 forms as an axial stop for the rear bearing 230.

In an embodiment, the pocket 240 further includes a
positional sensor board pocket 248 (1.e., second portion of
the inner annular body 206) disposed rearward of the sense
magnet pocket 244 with a third diameter smaller than the
first and second diameters. In an embodiment, positional
sensor board pocket 248 1s si1zed to form-fittingly receive the
positional sensor board 260 therein, with magnetic (hall)
sensors 262 1n close proximity to the sense magnet ring 250
at a distance of, for example, 0.5 to 3 mm, preferably 0.2-2
mm, and approximately 1 mm. The magnetic sensors 262
detect a magnetic field generated by the sense magnet ring
250 magnets to detect a rotatory position of the rotor shaft
340. In an embodiment, a radial rim 247 formed between the
positional sensor board pocket 248 and an inner wall 249 of
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center opening 210 forms an axial stop for the positional
sensor board 260. In an embodiment, positional sensor board
260 may be fastened to the radial rim 247 or the side walls
ol the positional sensor board pocket 248 via, for example,
screws or other fastening means. Communication signals
from the positional sensor board 260 may be passed through
the center opening 210 for communication with the control-
ler (not shown).

In an embodiment, the bearing pocket 240 protrudes
inwardly towards the stator assembly 400 from the second
end cap 200, with at least the bearing pocket 242 protruding
axially into the inner opening of the ring-shaped stator core
402 of the stator assembly 400. This arrangement allows the
rear bearing 230 to sit within the inner opening of the
ring-shaped stator core 402 in-line with the stator lamination
stack 410 along the same radial plane. Further, the sense
magnet ring 250 1s 1n-line with at least a portion of the stator
windings 420 along the same radial plane. The arrangement
according to this embodiment reduces the axial length of the
BLDC motor 500 and flattens the overall envelope.

In an embodiment, one or more opemings 220 are disposed
in the main body 204 at a first radius around the center
opening 210 through which the stator terminals 440 (1.e., for
receiving U, V, W phase power lines from the power module
40) are recerved. In an embodiment, the stator terminals 440
project slightly out of the openings 220 to ease wrapping or
fusing of power lines to the terminals 440. In an embodi-
ment, air inlets 222 are disposed 1n the main body 204 along
a second radius greater than the first radius around the center
opening 210 for receiving incoming cooling air into the
second end cap 200 for airflow generated by the motor fan.

In an embodiment, as briefly discussed above, the inner
annular portion 206 of the second end cap 200 structurally,
1.€., radially and axially, supports the stator assembly 400. In
an embodiment, the ring-shaped stator core 402 1s sized to
be mounted around the inner annular portion 206 of the
second end cap 200, with the stator lamination stack 410
being disposed circumierentially around the bearing pocket
242. This structure ensures that the stator assembly 400 1s
securely piloted within the second end cap 200 with high
precision.

In power appliances such electric mower 10 utilizing the
motor 500 described herein, the rotor assembly 300 can be
seen deflecting drastically upon high impact resulting from
contact between the mower blades 14 and a hard object such
as a rock or metal object, particularly ingress of such hard
object within the blades 14. In some instances, rotor assem-
bly 300 can be seen pivoting around an axis that 1s perpen-
dicular to the general axis of the motor 500 to detflect
upwardly 1n the direction of the second end cap 200. In an
embodiment, the deviation of the rotor shaft 340 from the
longitudinal axis of the motor 500 causes the rotor assembly
300 to pivot around an axis perpendicular to the axis of the
motor 500, one side of the rotor assembly 300 making
contact with the stator assembly 400 and the second end cap
200. Any contact between the rotor assembly 300 1n 1ts
rotating state and the non-rotating parts of the motor 500
including the stator assembly 400 and the second end cap
200 can cause severe damage to the motor 500 components.

To limit the deflection of the rotor assembly 300 in the
event of such contact or ingress of hard objects with or into
the mower blades 14, according to an embodiment of the
invention, the second end cap 200 1s provided with one or
more deflection limiting members 270, as shown in the
perspective view of FIG. 8A. In an embodiment, deflection
limiting members 270 may be made of flexible and/or
clastically resilient material such as plastic, rubber, etc. In an
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embodiment, deflection limiting members 270 may be
secured to an inner surface of the main body 204 of the
second end cap 200 bordering the outer annular body 202.
In an embodiment, deflection limiting members 270 may be
provided as a series of discrete segments provided at a
distance from one another, as shown 1n FIG. 8A, or as a
one-piece ring sized to be recerved within the outer annular
body 202. In an embodiment, deflection limiting members
270 may be provided as integral ribs projecting from the
main body 204 and/or the outer annular body 202 of the
second end cap 200, or as separate pieces assembled 1nto the
second end cap 200.

In an embodiment, deflection limiting members 270 are
provided with a height 272 (in the axis direction of the motor
500) that 1s smaller than the distance between the rotor
assembly 300 and the main body 204 of the second end cap
200. In an embodiment, the height 272 of deflection limiting
members 270 1s s1zed so that the rotor assembly 300 does not
contact the detlection limiting members 270 during normal
operation and with a normal level of vibration and move-
ment, but 1s prevented by detlection limiting members 270
from pivoting drastically so as to come 1nto contact with the
stator assembly 400.

In an embodiment, a thickness 272 (in the radial direction
of the motor 500) of the deflection limiting members 270 1s
s1zed to come 1nto contact with the rotor assembly 300, 1.e.,
peripheral end of the laminated back 1ron ring 310 or the
overmold layer 316, but not with the stator assembly 400. In
an embodiment, deflection limiting members 270 are dis-
posed along a ring having a diameter that 1s greater than the
diameter of the stator assembly 400 but approximately
corresponds to the diameter of the laminated back 1ron ring
310 of the rotor assembly 300.

In the event of high impact resulting from contact or
ingress of hard objects described above, the upward detlec-
tion of the rotor assembly 300 may also at times make
contact with and damage the positional sensor board 260.
This 1s particularly due to the small air gap that 1s maintained
between the positional sensor board 260 and the sense
magnet ring 250 for accurate sensing of the angular position
of the rotor assembly 300.

To absorb this impact and protect the positional sensor
board 260 from damage, according to embodiment, an
impact absorbing member 280 1s provided, as depicted in the
partial cross-sectional view of FIG. 8B. In an embodiment,
impact absorbing member 280 i1s received within sensor
board pocket 248. Impact absorbing member 280 may be
fastened to the radial nm 247 or the side walls of the
positional sensor board pocket 248 via, for example, adhe-
sive, screws or other fastening mechanism. In an embodi-
ment, positional sensor board 260 1s in turn secured to the
impact absorbing member 280 via, for example, an adhe-
s1ve, screws, or other fastening mechanism. In an embodi-
ment, 1mpact absorbing member 280 may be made of
flexible or resiliently elastic material such as dense foam,
rubber, etc. In an embodiment, 1mpact absorbing member
280 may be provided with the suflicient thickness to effec-
tively absorb the force of an impact upon the positional
sensor board 260 by the rotor shaft 340 and/or the sense
magnet ring 250, while maintaining proper airgap between
the sense magnet ring 250 and the positional sensor board
260. In an embodiment, impact absorbing member 280 may
be 1-3 mm 1n thickness. In an embodiment, 1mpact absorb-
ing member 280 may be disc-shaped or ring-shaped with an
outer diameter that 1s substantially equivalent to or greater
than the positional sensor board 260.
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In an embodiment, the impact absorbing member may be
a spring clement 282 provided to absorb the impact on the
positional sensor board 260, as depicted i the partial
cross-sectional view of FIG. 8C. In an embodiment, spring

member 282 may be a wave spring, though other types of 5

spring such as a Belleville washer, disc spring, compression
spring, torsion spring, etc. may alternatively be utilized. In
an embodiment, spring member 282 1s si1zed to be received
within the sensor board pocket 248 and secured to the radial
rim 247 or the side walls of the positional sensor board
pocket 248 wvia, for example, adhesive, screws or other
fastening mechanism. In an embodiment, positional sensor
board 260 1s 1n turn secured to the impact absorbing member
280 via, for example, an adhesive, screws, or other fastening
mechanism. In an embodiment, spring member 282 may be
provided with the sufficient thickness to eflectively absorb
the force of an impact upon the positional sensor board 260
by the rotor shaft 340 and/or the sense magnet ring 250,
while maintaiming proper airgap between the sense magnet
ring 250 and the positional sensor board 260. In an embodi-
ment, spring member 280 may have a thickness of 1-3 mm.

FIG. 8D depicts a perspective view ol a wave spring used
as the spring member 282, according to an embodiment.

The first end cap 100 1s described herein 1n detail with
reference to FIGS. 9A-11B, and with continued reference to
FIGS. 4A-5, according to an embodiment.

FIGS. 9A and 9B depict front and back perspective views
of the first end cap 100, according to an embodiment. FIG.
10A respectively depict a top perspective view and a top
horizontal cross-sectional view of the first end cap 100 along
the y-z plane, according to an embodiment. FIGS. 11A and
11B respectively depict a side perspective view and a side
vertical cross-sectional view of the first end cap 100, accord-
ing to an embodiment.

In an embodiment, as previously discussed, rotor shaft
340 passes through central opening 126 of the first end cap
100 to protrude into the main deck 52 of the electric mower
10 for drniving the blades 14. Moreover, the central opening
126 includes a bearing pocket 128 sized to form-fittingly and
securely receive the front bearing 130 of the rotor shait 340.
The front bearing 130 secures the rotor assembly 300 with
respect to the first end cap 100 axially and radially, while
allowing free rotation of the rotor assembly 300 within the
first end cap 100.

Additionally, the first end cap 100 includes a radial back
plate 120 facing the rotor assembly 300, an annular body 118
tormed around the radial back plate 120, and a donut-shaped
side plate 116 projecting outwardly around the annular body
118 along substantially the same plate as the radial back
plate 120. A rear peripheral edge 117 of the annular body 118
comes to contact with front peripheral edge 208 of the
second end cap 200 to substantially circumierentially
enclose the rotor and stator assemblies 300 and 400.

In an embodiment, radial back plate 120 1s disposed
adjacent radial blades 326 that form the fan of the rotor
assembly 300. The back plate 120 acts as a batile for the fan,
redirecting airflow generated by the fan to be expelled out of
the exhaust ports 124 A and 124B 1n a direction radial to the
rotor shatt 340. In an embodiment, back plate 120 includes

at least one sloped surface, for example, two sloped surfaces
120A and 120B, as shown 1n FIGS. 9B, 10B and 11B. The

two sloped surfaces 120A and 120B of the back plate 120 are
cach sloped with respect to a radial plane of the back plate
120 such that adjacent ends of the two slopes surfaces 120A
and 120B are axially offset with respect to one another,
forming two air gaps 123 A and 123B therebetween. Each of
the air gaps 123 A and 123B extends from approximately the
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outer portion of the bearing pocket 128 to approximately an
inner portion of the rear peripheral edge 117 of the annular

body 118. The air gaps 123 A and 123B are formed parallel

to the x-y plane 1 FIG. 9B, where the x axis designates the
longitudinal axis of the motor shait 340. The air gaps 123 A
and 123B extend laterally into the annular body 118, form-

ing air channels that are 1 fluidd communication with the
radial exhaust ports 124A and 124B. Radial exhaust ports

124 A and 12B are formed over the side plate 116. As airtlow
generated by the fan comes 1nto contact with the back plate
120, the sloped surfaces 120A and 120B cause centrifugal

circulation of the airflow within the first end cap 100. Air
gaps 123A and 123B intercept the centrifugal circulation
path of the airtlow within the first end cap 100, causing the
air to exit the first end cap 100 i a radial and/or lateral
direction through the exhaust ports 124A and 124B.
Arrangement of the exhaust ports 124 A and 124B above the

main deck 52 of the electric mower 10 ensures that hot air

existing the motor 500 does not enter the cavity 16 of the
mower 10. The two sloped surfaces 120A and 120B of the
back plate 120 can form baflles that can provide a cyclonic
path for the airflow generated by the radial blades 326 to be
directed towards the two radial exhaust ports 124A and
124B.

In an embodiment, each of the sloped surfaces 120A and
120B 1s an inclined surface, which has a starting end
adjacent to the radial blades 326 of the rotor assembly 300
and a terminal end adjacent to the each of the corresponding
exhaust ports 124 A and 124B.

In an embodiment, each of the sloped surfaces 120A and
1208 extend from the starting end to the terminating end
along the circumierential direction with a substantially con-
stant width from the starting end to the terminal end. Two
connecting walls 122A and 122B connect the outer edge of
cach of the sloped surfaces 120A and 120B to the first end
cap body. Each of the connecting walls 122A and 122B can
extend from the starting end of 1ts corresponding sloped
surfaces 120A and 120B and to the terminating end of each
ol 1ts corresponding sloped surfaces 120A and 120B.

In an embodiment, main deck 52 includes a correspond-
ing through-hole that aligns with the central opening 126 for
receiving the rotor shaft 340. In an embodiment, a series of
screws are received through the cavity 16 of the main deck
52 through corresponding through-holes of the main deck 52
(not shown) and peripheral receptacles 1235 of the first end
cap 100. A series of slugs or threaded nuts 112 are provided
on the side plate 116 of the first end cap 100 to securely
receive the screws and fasten the first end cap 100 on top of
the main deck 52. For this reason, the first end cap 100 1s
also referred to as the deck mount 1n this disclosure.

In an embodiment, the overall motor assembly 300
includes an envelope of approximately 140-180 mm, pret-
erably approximately 150-170 mm, 1n an example approxi-
mately 160 mm, as defined by the diameter of the annular
body 118 of the first end cap 110 and the diameter of the
second end cap 200. Furthermore, the length of the more, as
defined between the lower end of the first end cap 100 and
the upper end of the second end cap 200, 1s approximately
60-100 mm, preferably approximately 70-90 mm, in an
example approximately 80 mm. This approximately 2:1
ratio ol the motor diameter to height provides for a high
torque, high power, planar-shaped motor that can be flatly
mounted on top of the main deck 52 of the mower 10.

Aspects of the stator assembly 400 are described herein 1n
detail with reference to FIGS. 12A-14B, and with continued
reference to FIGS. 4A-5, according to an embodiment.
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FIGS. 12A and 12B depict perspective views stator
assembly 400 with a stator collar 430 prior and after
assembly onto the ring-shaped stator core 402 of the stator
assembly 400, according to an embodiment. FIG. 13A
depicts a perspective view ol the stator assembly 400
including the stator windings 420, with the stator collar 430
mounted thereon, according to an embodiment. FIG. 13B
depicts a perspective zoomed-1n view of the stator assembly
400 showing a single stator terminal 440 of the stator collar
430, according to an embodiment. Additionally, FIGS. 14A
and 14B depict side and top views of the stator assembly
400, respectively, according to an embodiment.

In an embodiment, stator teeth 406 extend radially from
the stator core 402. Each of the stator teeth 406 1s wound by
a stator coil to form the stator windings 420. The stator coils
can be separately wound on the stator teeth 406 or continu-
ous wound on the stator teeth 406, 1n a series or parallel and
delta or wye configuration, as discussed above. In an
embodiment, each of the stator teeth 406 1s substantially
T-shaped.

In order to electrically 1solate the stator coils from the
stator lamination stack 410, the end insulators 412 may be
provided. In an embodiment, end insulators are discrete
components mounted on the ends of the stator lamination
stack 410, or at least partially encapsulate the stator lami-
nation stack 410 by a process, such as an over-mold process.
The end 1nsulators 412 can be made from a material such as
plastic or resin.

In an embodiment, stator collar 430 can include a sub-
stantially-cylindrical insulation carrier 432, which may be
formed from plastic material. Additionally, the stator collar
430 can include a series of stator terminals 440, such as three
stator terminals 440, mounted on the insulation carrier 432
and electrically msulated from each other by the msulation
carrier 432. In an embodiment, each of the stator terminals
440 can be pressed into the stator collar 430. In an embodi-
ment, the stator collar 430 1ncludes a series of side openings
with railings or channels 444 arranged parallel to the center
axis of the stator collar 430 (and center axis of the motor
500) along the side openings. The stator terminals 440
include two side guides 446 that are slidingly received
within the railings or channels 444 to aflix the stator termi-
nals 440 within the side openings of the stator collar 430.

In an embodiment, at least one of the end 1nsulators 412
of the stator assembly 400 1includes an inner annular rim 404
that supports mounting the stator collar 430 on the stator
assembly 300. The insulating carrier 432 of the stator collar
430 1s annular and can be fixed to or be placed nside or on
the 1nner annular nm 404 of the end insulator 412. In an
embodiment, end 1nsulator 412 includes a central opening
tformed within the annular rim 404 with a larger diameter
than central opening 411 of the stator lamination stack 410.
This arrangement exposes a donut-shaped mounting plat-
form 414 of the end surface of the stator lamination stack
410 facing the stator collar 430. A lower portion 434 of the
insulating carrier 432 includes an outer diameter that is
smaller than the outer diameter of the insulating carrier 432,
s1zed to fit within the annular rim 404 and rest on top of the
mounting platform 414 of the end surface of the stator
lamination stack 410.

In an embodiment, end 1nsulator 412 can also be provided
with a series of tabs 416 projecting axially (1n parallel to the
longitudinal axis of the motor 500) from or adjacent to the
annular rim 404. Stator collar 430 similarly includes
recessed surfaces 448 that removably receive the tabs 416
for positioning and retention of the stator collar 430 over the
end insulator 412. In an embodiment, the tabs 416 or the
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recessed surfaces 448 may include snaps 449 for improved
retention of the stator collar 430 over the end insulator 412.

In an embodiment, end 1nsulator 412 further includes a
series ol recessed surfaces 417 that extend radially through
the annular rim 404 1nto the outer surface of the teeth of the
end insulator 412. Stator collar 430 1s similarly provided
with a series of radial protrusions 447 that are removably
received within the recessed surfaces 417. The recessed
surfaces 417 and radial protrusions 447 may be provided
with snaps or other known retention features for securing the
stator collar 430 over the end 1nsulator 412.

In an embodiment, this configuration of the stator assem-
bly 300 and stator collar 430 allows the stator collar 430 to
be interchangeable with another one that has diflerent types
and/or quantities of stator terminals. The stator collar 430
may include different solder points for the terminals, differ-
ent junctions for the terminals, different weld connections
for the terminals, or a different number of terminals (e.g., for
a 6-phase controlled motor v. a 3-phase controlled motor).
Different stator collars 430 may be chosen by a motor
designer based on, for example, the thickness of stator
winding wires and/or the number of turns of windings
around each stator tooth, the series or parallel connections
between stator windings 1n the same phase, the delta or wye
connections between stator windings of different phases, etc.
For example, the dual-tang configuration described above
may be more suited for a motor design with relatively thick
stator windings. Interchangeability of the stator collar 430
allows a motor designer to adapt the same stator assembly
300 for different applications by only.

In an embodiment, stator collar 430 1s provided with
terminals 440 a main body 452 of which includes a curved
contour when viewed 1n the axial direction of the motor 500
to form a uniform profile on the stator collar 430. In an
embodiment, referring to FIG. 13B, each of the stator
terminals 440 1s a monolithic member, which includes at
least two tangs 442 integrally extending radially-outwardly
from the main body 452 of the stator terminal 440. This
arrangement allows multiple sets of stator wires to be wound
on the same terminal, increasing the capacity of each of the
stator terminals 440. The two tangs 442 may be arranged at
an angle from each other in the radial direction to simplify
the fusing of the stator wires and aid 1n the winding of a coail.
In this case, the stator terminals 440 may be arcuately
shaped.

An alternative application of the outer-rotor BLDC motor
500 1s described herein with reference to FIGS. 15-17,
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 15 depicts a perspective view of a cordless electric
hammer 600, according to an embodiment. FIG. 16 depicts
a side cross-sectional view of the hammer 600.

Referring to these figures, hammer 600 comprises a main
housing 602. In an embodiment, a handle 604 having two
ends 1s attached to the main housing 602 via an upper
mounting assembly 606 having vibration-absorbing features
and a lower mounting assembly 608 having a pivoting
member that allows slight pivoting of the handle 604 relative
to the main housing 602. U.S. Pat. No. 10,137,562 titled
“Rear Handle,” which 1s incorporated herein by reference 1n
its entirety, describes an example of the rear handle 604 and
its mounting assemblies.

In an embodiment, a battery receptacle 610 1s provided
below the handle 604 rear of the lower mounting assembly
608. The battery receptacle 610 1s configured to removably
receive and lock 1 a power tool battery pack 612. Battery
pack 612 may be, for example, a power tool 60V MAX
battery pack configured to be slidingly received and secured




US 11,670,977 B2

19

within the battery receptacle 610. In an embodiment, the
battery receptacle 610 includes a series of battery terminals
614 supported by the lower end of the handle 604 that
engage and receive power from corresponding terminals of
the battery pack 612.

In an embodiment, a control module 616 i1s further pro-
vided within the handle 604 for controlling the operation of
the hammer 600. A trigger switch 618 may be supported by
the handle 604 for engagement by a user forward of the
control module 616. Control module 616 controls flow of
power Irom the battery pack 612 based on an input from the
trigger switch 618.

In an embodiment, hammer 600 further includes a cylin-
drical housing 620 disposed forward of the main housing
602. A tool holder 622 1s provided forward of the cylindrical
housing 620 for holding tools such as a chisel (not shown).
Cylindrical housing 620 houses a tubular cylinder 624 and
includes a pneumatic hammer mechamsm for driving the
chusel 1n a reciprocating motion. The pneumatic hammer
mechanism includes a piston 626 located within tubular
cylinder 624 and arranged for reciprocating motion, a ram
628 also arranged within the tubular cylinder 624 forward of
the piston 626 for reciprocating motion, an air chamber 630
located within the tubular cylinder 624 between the piston
626 and the ram 628 to transier reciprocating motion of the
piston 626 to the ram 628, and a beat piece 632 located
forward of the ram 628 for transierring the reciprocating
motion of the ram 628 to a striking force on the chisel.
Details related to the hammer mechanism and 1ts compo-
nents can be found in, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 9,925,653
titled “Hammer Drill,” and U.S. Pat. No. 7,331,407 titled
“Vibration Reduction Apparatus for Power Tool and Power
Tool Incorporating Such Apparatus,” both of which are
incorporated herein by reference 1n their entireties.

In an embodiment, a brushless outer-rotor motor 500, as
described above with reference to FIGS. 3A through 14B, 1s
mounted on the main housing 602 of the hammer 600. In an
embodiment, first end cap 100 of the motor 500 1s mounted
on the main housing 602 such that the motor 500 compo-
nents are positioned substantially outside an extension enve-
lope defined by the cylindrical housing 620. In an embodi-
ment, motor 300 1s fully positioned above a horizontal plane
formed by longitudinal axis ‘A’ of the hammer 500, whereas
battery receptacle 610 1s fully positioned below the same
plane. In an embodiment, a portion of the first end cap 100
intersects a longitudinal axis ‘B’ of the upper wall of
cylindrical housing 620 and/or an upper wall of the tubular
cylinder 624. In an embodiment, a portion of the second end
cap 200 intersects a longitudinal axis ‘C’ of the upper
mounting assembly 606 of the rear handle 616. In an
embodiment, the upper end of the main body 602 near the
upper mounting assembly 606 1s secured to the second end
cap 200 for added structural support of the motor 500
relative to the hammer 600.

FIG. 17 depicts a partial zoom-1n view of the hammer
600. FIG. 18 depicts a partial exploded view of the motor
500 relative to the main housing 602. As shown here, and
with continued reference to FIGS. 15 and 16, in an embodi-
ment, motor 500 includes the same stator 400, rotor 300, first
end cap 100, and second end cap 200 as described above,
with first end cap 100 shaped to be suitably mounted on top
of the main housing 602 or disposed within a cavity pro-
vided on the main housing 602.

In an embodiment, rotor shait 340 extends perpendicu-
larly to the longitudinal axis ‘A’ of the hammer 600 from the
motor 500 and through the main housing 602. Rotor shaft
340 1s supported relative to the stator assembly 400 via rear
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bearing 230, as described above 1n detail. In an embodiment,
rear bearing 230 1s fully located outside the main housing
602 as well as the extension envelope defined by the
cylindrical housing 620. Rotor shatt 340 1s further supported
relative to the first end cap 100 via front bearing 130. In an
embodiment, front bearing 130 intersects the longitudinal
axis ‘B’ of the upper wall of cylindrical housing 620 and/or
an upper wall of the tubular cylinder 624.

In an embodiment, a lower end of the rotor shaft 340 1s
coupled to a crank wheel 642 within the main housing 602.
The crank wheel 642 1s caused to rotate about the axis of the
rotor shait 340 by rotation of the rotor shait 340. In an
embodiment, a piston arm 644 extends rearwardly from the
piston 626 and penetrates nto the main housing 602. The
crank wheel 642 1s coupled to end of the piston arm 644 via
a pivoting pin 646. Rotary motion of the crank wheel 642 1s
transierred to a reciprocating motion of the piston arm 644
via the pivoting pin 646.

In an embodiment, crank wheel 642 may mounted on the
rotor shait 340 by, for example, press-fitting or alternative
mounting means. Direct mounting of the crank wheel 642 on
the rotor shaft 340 provides for a direct-drive mechanism
without any reduction gears, which reduces heat loss and
increases efliciency. Flectronic commutation of the motor
500 by control umt 616 allows for optimization of motor
speed and power output as required without a need for gear
reduction system. In an embodiment, motor 500 may be
controlled to output a maximum power of 1300 W to 1700
W, preterably approximately 1500 W, at a rotational speed
of 2000 to 3000 RPM, suitable for direct drive of the
hammer 600. Alternatively, the crank wheel 642 may
include gears that mesh with corresponding gears on the
rotor shatt 340.

In an embodiment, 60V Max battery packs having capac-
ity rating of 3 Ah to 12 Ah may be utilized to power the
hammer 600. These battery packs may have a weight range
of 2.5 to 4.5 lbs. One advantage of disposition of the motor
500 above the main housing 602 and opposite the battery
receptable 610, as described above, 1s more eflicient bal-
ancing of the hammer 600. In an embodiment, the above-
described configuration ensures that the hammer 600, when
provided with a 60V Max battery pack, has a center of
gravity that 1s significantly close to the central longitudinal
axis ‘A’ of the hammer 600. In an embodiment, a distance
between said center of gravity and the longitudinal axis A
of the hammer 600 is less than approximately 20%, more
preferably less than approximately 10%, of the full height of
the hammer 600 as measured from the top of the handle 604
to the bottom of the battery pack 612.

In an embodiment, as discussed above, the first end cap
100 may be mounted over the main housing 602. The first
end cap 100 may be secured to the main housing 602 by any
known mean such as screws. Alternatively, as shown 1n FIG.
18, the first end cap 100 may be formed integrally as part of
the main housing 602 as a single piece.

In an embodiment, first end cap 100 may be provided with
radial exhaust ports as previously described 1n order to
substantially 1solate the airflow through the motor 500 from
the main housing 602. In an embodiment, while some
leakage of air from the first end cap 100 to the main housing
602 1s possible, the air 1s substantially prevented from
entering the main housing 602. In this embodiment, an
additional fan (not shown) may be provided on the motor
shaft 340 above the crank wheel 642 to cool the internal
components of the hammer 600. Alternatively, as shown 1n
FIG. 18, the first end caps 100 may be provided with a series
of air vents 640 that allow flow of air from the motor 500
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into the main housing 602 1n a direction along the axis of the
rotor shait 340 for cooling of the internal components of the
hammer 600.

The foregoing description of the embodiments has been
provided for purposes of illustration and description. It 1s not
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the disclosure. Indi-
vidual elements or features of a particular embodiment are
generally not limited to that particular embodiment, but,
where applicable, are interchangeable and can be used 1n a
selected embodiment, even iI not specifically shown or
described. The same may also be varied in many ways. Such
variations are not to be regarded as a departure from the
disclosure, and all such modifications are intended to be
included within the scope of the disclosure.

Example embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough and will fully convey the scope to those
who are skilled in the art. Numerous specific details are set
forth such as examples of specific components, devices, and
methods, to provide a thorough understanding of embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. It will be apparent to those
skilled 1n the art that specific details need not be employed,
that example embodiments may be embodied in many
different forms and that neither should be construed to limat
the scope of the disclosure. In some example embodiments,
well-known processes, well-known device structures, and
well-known technologies are not described 1n detail.

The terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describ-
ing particular example embodiments only and i1s not
intended to be limiting. As used herein, the singular forms
“a,” “an,” and “the” may be mtended to include the plural
forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.
The terms “comprises,” “comprising,” “including,” and
“having,” are inclusive and therefore specily the presence of
stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or
components, but do not preclude the presence or addition of
one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
clements, components, and/or groups thereof. The method
steps, processes, and operations described herein are not to
be construed as necessarily requiring their performance in
the particular order discussed or illustrated, unless specifi-
cally 1dentified as an order of performance. It 1s also to be
understood that additional or alternative steps may be
employed.

The 1nvention claimed 1s:

1. A brushless direct-current (BLDC) motor comprising:

a rotor shait extending along a center axis;

a stator having a stator core, a plurality of teeth extending
radially outwardly from the stator core, a plurality of
windings wound around the stator teeth, a stator collar
mounted on the stator core, and a plurality of terminals
mounted on the stator collar 1n a direction parallel to the
longitudinal axis and electrically coupled to the plural-
ity ol windings;

a rotor having a rotor core disposed around the stator, a
plurality of permanent magnets secured to the rotor
core, and an 1nner annular member mounted on the
rotor shaft;

a first end cap including a radial back plate disposed on a
first side of the stator and having a front center opening
through which the rotor shaft 1s supported via a front
bearing; and

a second end cap having an inner annular body, an outer
annular body, and a main body extending on a second
side of the stator from the inner annular body to the
outer annular body, the mner annular body extending
axially mnwardly and forming a rear center opening,
wherein the mner annular body includes a first portion
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that extends at least partially into an opening of the
stator core and supports the rotor shaft via a rear
bearing radially intersecting at least a portion of the
stator, and a second portion rearward of the first portion
that recerves a rear end of the rotor shaft therein and
houses a sensor board therein, the sensor board accom-
modating at least one positional sensor facing the end
of the rotor shaft,

wherein the second end cap further comprises a plurality

of openings formed 1n the main body around the 1nner
annular body for passage of the plurality of terminals so
distal ends of the plurality of terminals project outside
the second end cap, wherein a radial plane passing
through the sensor board intersects the plurality of
terminals.

2. The motor of claim 1, wherein the rotor comprises a
plurality of radial blades extending angularly from the rotor
core to the mner annular member forming a fan adjacent the
stator that generates an airtlow with rotation of the rotor
shaft.

3. The motor of claim 2, wherein the radial back plate of
the first end cap includes at least one sloped surface forming
at least one air gap, wherein the airflow generated by the fan
1s centrifugally guided within the first end cap by the at least
one sloped surface and caused to exit the first end cap
through the at least one air gap, and wherein the first end cap
includes an annular outer body having at least one exhaust
port 1n fluid communication with the at least one air gap and
through which the airtlow 1s expelled from the first end cap
in a substantially radial direction.

4. The motor of claim 1, wherein the annular body of the
second end cap extends form the main body around at least
a portion of the rotor core and comes nto contact with the
first end cap to secure the second end cap to the first end cap
around the rotor.

5. The motor of claim 2, wherein the second end cap
comprises a plurality of air passage openings for passage of
the airflow, wherein the plurality of air passage openings 1s
radially inward of the plurality of openings.

6. The motor of claim 1, wherein the first portion of the
inner annular body has a larger diameter at the first portion
that at the second portion.

7. The motor of claim 6, further comprising a sense
magnet mounted on the rear end of the rotor shait 1 close

proximity to the sensor board.

8. The motor of claim 7, wherein the mner annular body
turther includes a third portion disposed between the first
portion and the second portion and having a diameter that 1s
greater than that of the second portion but smaller than that
of the first portion, the sense magnet being located within the
third portion of the inner annular body.

9. The motor of claim 1, wherein the inner annular body
further comprises a radial nm formed at a rear end of the
second portion, wherein the sensor board 1s secured to the
radial rim.

10. The motor of claim 1, further comprising at least one
of an mmpact absorbing member or a spring disposed
between the sensor board and the radial rim.

11. The motor of claim 1, wherein the second end cap 1s
provided with one or more deflection limiting members near
meeting boundaries of the outer annular body and the main
body, the one or more deflection limiting member facing the
rotor core to absorb an impact of the rotor core 1n an even
of a pivoting movement of the rotor shaft away from the
center axis.
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12. A power tool comprising:

a housing;

a battery receptacle formed on the housing for receiving
a power tool battery pack;

a control module disposed within the housing to control
supply of power from the battery pack; and

a brushless direct-current (BLDC) motor mounted within
or on the housing, the motor comprising:

a rotor shait extending along a center axis;

a stator having a stator core, a plurality of teeth extending
radially outwardly from the stator core, a plurality of
windings wound around the stator teeth, a stator collar
mounted on the stator core, and a plurality of terminals
mounted on the stator collar in a direction parallel to the
longitudinal axis and electrically coupled to the plural-
ity of windings;

a rotor having a rotor core disposed around the stator, a
plurality of permanent magnets secured to the rotor
core, and an inner annular member mounted on the
rotor shaft;

a first end cap including a radial back plate disposed on a
first side of the stator and having a front center opening
through which the rotor shaft 1s supported via a front
bearing; and

a second end cap having an inner annular body, an outer
annular body, and a main body extending on a second
side of the stator from the inner annular body to the
outer annular body, the inner annular body extending
axially imnmwardly and forming a rear center opening,
wherein the mner annular body includes a first portion
that extends at least partially into an opening of the
stator core and supports the rotor shaft via a rear
bearing radially intersecting at least a portion of the

stator, and a second portion rearward of the {irst portion
that receives a rear end of the rotor shait therein and
houses a sensor board therein, the sensor board accom-
modating at least one positional sensor facing the end
of the rotor shaft,

wherein the second end cap further comprises a plurality
ol openings formed in the main body around the inner
annular body for passage of the plurality of terminals so
distal ends of the plurality of terminals project outside
the second end cap, wherein a radial plane passing

through the sensor board intersects the plurality of

terminals.
13. The power tool of claim 12, wherein the power tool

turther comprises:

a tubular cylinder housed within the housing defining a
longitudinal axis;

a piston reciprocatingly disposed within the tubular cyl-
inder;

a crank mechamsm disposed within the housing config-
ured to convert a rotary motion to a reciprocating
motion for driving the piston;

a tool holder mounted on the housing forward of the
tubular cylinder; and

a battery receptacle provided on the housing for receiving,
a removable power tool battery pack, the battery pack
being provided on a first side of a plane that intersects
the longitudinal axis when received within the battery
receptacle,
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wherein the motor 1s mounted on the housing on a second
side of the plane that intersects the longitudinal axis
such that a distance between the longitudinal axis and

a center of gravity of the power tool with the battery

pack received within the battery receptacle 1s less than

or equal to approximately 20% of a full height of the
power tool.

14. A lawn mower comprising:

a main deck defining a lower cavity within which a cutting
blade 1s recerved;

a plurality of wheels supporting the main deck; and

a brushless direct-current (BLDC) motor mounted on the
main deck for driving the cutting blade, the motor
comprising:

a rotor shaft extending along a center axis through an
opening of the main deck to rotationally drive the
cutting blade;

a stator having a stator core, a plurality of teeth
extending radially outwardly from the stator core, a
plurality of windings wound around the stator teeth,
a stator collar mounted on the stator core, and a
plurality of terminals mounted on the stator collar 1n
a direction parallel to the longitudinal axis and
clectrically coupled to the plurality of windings;

a rotor having a rotor core disposed around the stator,
a plurality of permanent magnets secured to the rotor
core, and an inner annular member mounted on the
rotor shaft:

a first end cap mounted on the main deck, the first end
cap including a radial back plate disposed on a first
side of the stator and having a front center opening
through which the rotor shait 1s supported via a front
bearing; and

a second end cap having an inner annular body, an outer
annular body, and a main body extending on a
second side of the stator from the inner annular body
to the outer annular body, the inner annular body
extending axially inwardly and forming a rear center
opening, wherein the mner annular body includes a
first portion that extends at least partially into an
opening ol the stator core and supports the rotor shaft
via a rear bearing radially intersecting at least a
portion of the stator, and a second portion rearward
of the first portion that receives a rear end of the rotor
shaft therein and houses a sensor board therein, the
sensor board accommodating at least one positional
sensor facing the end of the rotor shaft,

wherein the second end cap further comprises a plu-
rality of openings formed 1n the main body around
the inner annular body for passage of the plurality of
terminals so distal ends of the plurality of terminals
project outside the second end cap, wherein a radial
plane passing through the sensor board intersects the

plurality of terminals.
15. The lawn mower of claim 14, further comprising a

motor housing disposed above the main deck to house the
motor, and a battery cage disposed above the motor housing
for receiving a removeable battery pack therein.
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