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Fo all whom it- may concern:

Be it known that I, Atserr E. Wrrr-

coyms, of Rochester, in the county of Mon-
roe and State of New York, have invented
a new and useful Improvement in Advertis-
ing-Signs, which improvement is fully set
forth 1n the following specification and

shown in the accompanying drawings.
The present invention relates to advertis-
ing signs and more particularly to the 1illu-

mination thereof, an object of this inven-
tion being to provide a sign in which the
light source is hidden from view while, at

~ the same time, it is effectively distributéd -
over the face of an opaque sign so as to
obtain a perfect illumination of the latter
] ~lower walls, and over these openings are
fitted light deflecting prism glasses 15, 16,
17 and 18. Above and below the chambers
and within the inclosed body are arranged

with a minimum amount of light.

" To this and other ends, the invention con-
parts and combinations of -

sists 1n certaln _
yarts all of which will be hereinafter de-

in the appended claims. -
In the drawings, where the invention 1s

“illustrated embodied in a vehicle: Xigure
1is a vertical section through a vehicle body .
in which the invention is shown applied to

 two vertical walls thereof; Fig. 2 is a detail

- view showing, in horizontal section on the
line @—a, Fig. 1, one of the vertical sides
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 body. The outer side of each frame 1s closed
by a glass panel 7 held in place by strips
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~ sign elements 5 and 6 are arranged. In this
instance, each. sign element is in the form of -

B0

of the illuminating chamber; and Fig. 3 1s
o detail view showing, in enlarged vertical

section, the bottom wall of the illuminating

chamber. - S -
According to the illustrated embodiment

of the invention, there is provided a closed

body comprising a bottom wall 1%, a top
wall 1°, and four side walls 1° Some of
these side walls, in the present instance two
opposite side walls, are provided with open-

side wall. Within -these openings,

serted so that said frames project into the
7a. At the inner sides of the frames, the

a flexible sheet with any suitable advertising

or other matter arranged thereon. Prefer-
- ably the sheets are movable and, to this end,

are arranged on rollers 1, 2, 3 and 4, two
of such rollers being supported at the upper

part of the casing, and the other two being

supported at the Jower part. It is preferred
to support the two upper. rollers 1 and 2

shifting or operating the sheets.

ings each spaced from all of the edges of
- 1ts _ _
frames 9 and 10 of rectangular form are in--
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~ upon & cross piece 2* while the two lower

rollers 8 and 4 are supported by a cross piece

32, The positions of the rollers are such

that, when the sheets 5 and 6 are moved,

‘they are also held with pressure against the
upper and lower edges of the frames 9 and
10 and, to ease the action of the sheets over

the framie edges, said edges are provided
with rollers 9&. ' -
Any suitable means may

" In order to obtain illumination ___'o_f._x" the
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be employed for

‘sign elements without exposing the source
“of light, the chambers formed by the rec-
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tangular frames 9 and 10 are provided with -

openings 9*, preferably in their upper and

CH

rows of incandescent lamps 11, 12, 13 and

14 provided with reflectors 20 which direct
the light rays to the prism glasses 15, 16,
17, and 18 to be deflected laterally by the
prisms onto the sign elements 5 and 6. '
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In order that each sign may be viewed
at an angle as the vehicle is approaching

or is leaving a given point, concave members
41 and 42 are arranged within the frames
9 and 10 in proximity to the opposite verti--
These members

cal sides of said frames.

41 and 42 may be made of aluminum so as

to act as reflectors and thus eliminate any
dark corners. A
From the foregoing, it will be seen that

‘there has been provided a sign in which
“the source of illumination is entirely hidden

while the light is effectively distributed over

‘the entire face of the sign. The sign may

be changed readily so that different adver-

permits a ready change
the vehicle body. -

What I claim as my invention and desire

to secure by Letters Patentis:
1. An illuminated sign comprising - a

chamber having a view opening, a sign ele-

ment through which light cannot pass ar-

ranged in said chamber and visible through
the view opening, a light deflecting prism
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tisements may be displayed. This construc-
tion is especially adapted for vehicles and
of signs from within -
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olass arranged between the view opening

its rays on the prism glass.

‘and the sign element to throw light rays on.
the face of the sign exposed through the

he face ¢ ._ e 110
view opening, and a lamp arranged to throw-
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2. An illuminated sign comprising a wall

provided with an opening spaced from the
top and the bottom of the wall, a chamber
supported on the wall to pr()]ect mwardly
and provided with openings in its top and
bottom, a sign element closing the inner
side of the chambm light deﬂectmo prism
glasses closing the op nings in the tm:) and
the bottom of the ehambef' and throwmw
light rays on the sign, and lamps ar: E;.,noed
above ‘md below the Ch‘lﬂlﬂel‘ on the inner
Slde oi the wall. -

A sign comprising a wall provided
mth an opening, a frame arranged about
the opening to provide a clmmber said
frame being provided with openings in its
top and its bottom wall, a glass panel clos-
ing the outer side of the chambel a8 s1gn
element at the mner side of the chftmber
hoht deflecting prism glasses arranged to

1,167,034

close the openings in the top and the bottom
wall of the frame and to deflect light onto
the sign, and lamps arranged above and be-

low the frame to direct llght onto the prism
- olasses.

4. An illuminated sign Comprising  a
wall provided with an opening, a frame

~surrounding the opening and hfwmo open-

ings in its top and its bottom W‘LN a slgn
element at the inner part of the J:I'fl,me.J hﬂht
detlecting prism glasses closing the frame
0 punmgs, lamps above and below the frame,
and concave plates arranged within the

frame at opposite vertical Sldeﬁs of the S1oN
k |

element.
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Witnesses:
J. K. HDR"\MV

Cras. L. BRIDGEMAN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘“Commissioner of Patents,
- | | Washington, D, C.”
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