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To all whom it m'ay- CONCETN !

~ Be it known that I, (GARABED ILSMARIAN,
an Armenian, residing at Paterson, in the

county of Passaic and State of New Jersey,

‘have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Filing Systems, of which the
following is a specification. |
. This invention relates to filing systems

and it consists in certain improvements 1in

filing systems of the class wherein stiff sheets
are employed for separating in classified ar-
rangement charge slips, bills and the: like
papers in filing them, the sald improvements

~ being designed principally to facilitate and
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expedite the filing of papers In as well as

their removal from the apparatus and .to
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provide for the accommodation 1n compact’

and space-saving disposition of a'large num-
ber of papers. -' -

“According to this invention the series c_jf.

leaves or spacers are arranged flatwise in

overlapping disposition on a plate or tray
‘to which they

are all pivotally connected,
each at the edge thereof adjoining the plate.
A large number of papers may be filed away
by the employment of an arrangement of

this kind, and in addition it is'a simple mat- -

ter to locate the place to which 1t 1s desired
to have access and then fold back all the
leaves or spacers to one side thereof.

In one form of the apparatus in which

filing means such as that above indicated 1s
included, the several units are arranged one
above another on horizontal supports on

which they may slide horizontaliy to permit

any one to be drawn out clear of the others,
stops being employed to limit their sliding
movement. | B

In another form of the apparatus (de- |

signed to be used as an auxiliary to that
“bove referred to, although it may take the
place thereof 1n some instances), the units
are filed one upon another in a frame which

. at once affords means to keep them 1n or-
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- parts . ectior
detail views illustrating the manner in which

derly disposition and permits them .to be
slid horizontally, individually. =

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a perspective view of that form of the ap-
paratus which is first referred to above; Fig.
% is a plan view thereof showing certain

in section; Figs. 3 and 4 are sectional

“the plate to which the leaves or spacers:are

ok

5 shows

attached is connected to its supports; Fig.
the manner in which the lea_ves or

lgpacers are connected to said plates; Fig. 6

is a perspective view of the other form of
the apparatus; and, Fig. 7 is @ plan view
thereof. _ - : *

‘Referring, first, to Figs. 1 to 5, the frame
of the apparatus comprises a bottom wall

and a back wall & which are sustained in
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rectangular disposition by means of angular

metallic braces or angle irons ¢ Inset 1n

grooves ¢ in said walls and secured therein
by screws ¢ or otherwise. ' |

Projecting horizontally from the u'pright,
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portions of the angle irons ¢ are pairs of

rods f, the rods in each pair being arranged
in a horizontal plane: Each rod is prefer:
ably circular in cross-section and has one
end reduced, as at ¢, and forming a bearing

adapted to turn on its own axis In the angle
iron. The rod is held against longitudinal
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“therefor in the upstanding part of the cor-
‘responding angle iron ¢, the rod being thus
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movement on the one hand by the shoulder 4.

and on the other by the nut ¢ and lock

nut 7, which are received in a counter groove

% of the groove d. The free end of each rod

is flattened and turned off laterally, a's at 7.
m designates the plates to which the
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leaves or spacers are attached. - These are

formed of sheet metal and have opposite

 edges n thereof rolled back in tubular form.

The edges of each plate thus forming rolled

- bearings or supporting portions thereon are

cut away from one of the other two edges
nearly toward the relatively opposite (or
fourth) edge of the '

named (or fourth) edge of the plate is up-
turned, as at ¢. . S
In assembling the plates m and rods f

plate to form slots o
terminating in stops p. Preferably the last-
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with the frame, the rods are passed through 9o

the rolled bearing portions n of the plates

and their reduced ends fitted into the up-
right portions of the angle irons ¢, where-
upon the nuts ¢ j are applied to the rods,
leaving them free to turn in the

the walls ¢ and 6., L
The rods f are a trifle longer than the

rolled portions » of the plates, and when

the rods are turned so that their hooked

ends Z stand as shown in Fig. 2 the plates

are confined against movement away from

the wall &; but on turning the rods into the

position shown in TFigs. 3 and 4, their

hooked ends 7 stand opposite the slots

| he angle irons, -
and finally the angle irons are attached to
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the rolled portions of the plates and permit
the latter to be withdrawn unti_l sald hooked

ends abut the stops p.

The leaves or spacers are formed of any
surtable stiff sheet material. They are at-
tached to the plates as follows: Kach plate

has, extending parallel with the wall b, two.

lines of perforations s, each perforation in
one line being opposite a perforation in the
other 1n .a perpendicular :line extending
fromr the wall . The leaves or spacers 7
are arranged on the plate m in series so that
they overlap each other uniformly, each leaf

- Or spacer exposing only the margin of the
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pAY;

leaf or spacer mext below it. The edges
of the leaves or spacers which are next
adjacent to the plate have perforations #
In alinement with the lines of perforations
$ 1 the plate, and threaded through the
perforations # in each leaf or spacer and
a pair of perforations s in the plate is
a cord u or other flexible device whose ends

- may be tied together as shown. Given the
- stated overlapped disposition of the leaves

a1t
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or spacers and the fact that they are indi-

vidually hinged or pivoted to the plate, they
may all lie substantially flatwise on the
plate, so that the whole presents compara-

tively little thickness and yet, with suitable

indices on the exposed edges of the leaves or
spacers, 1t is a simple matter to open the
series as between any two adjoining leaves
or spacers by folding or turning oveér the
left-hand one of such two leaves or spacers
and consequently all the others to the left
of-1t. The indices referred to are shown in
Fig. 1 as A, B, C, etec.: but other characters
may of course be used. |

In the system shown in Figs. 1 and 2 it is

designed that the second (from the top)
to the sizxth unit (each comprising a plate
and the leaves or spacers thereon) be em-
ployed to receive the bills or other sheets 2

to be filed away, while the topmost unit-

may serve as an index to the other five units,
the leaves » in that case having words,

names, or the like inscribed thereon whose

nitial letters are the same as their respec-
tive indices, together with numbers, such as 1
to 5, referring to certain of the other five
units, the plates 7 of which may have project-
ing tabs w, bearing such numbers. Thus, 11 1t
1s desired to locate the place where ANy par-
ticular bill is or is to be filed, for instance
a bill bearing the name “Smith”, the user
refers to the leaf in the topmost unit bear-
ing the index “S” and thereon to the name
“Smith” and then to the number “5”
site “Smith?”,

which number indicates that

‘the bill is filed in the unit bearing “5” on

1ts tab.

The apparatus shown in Fig. 6 has been
designed for the permanent filing of bills or
papers which in the apparatus shown in

Figs. 1 and 2 have become “inactive”, al-

oppo-
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~though it may be used in the same manner

as the apparatus shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
The plates z and leaves or spacers ¥ may
be formed and arranged substantially as the
corresponding parts m and » already de-
scribed, excepting that in this case the plates
2 have at the edges thereof. corresponding
to the rolled edges of the plates m the
strips 2 attached thereto, said strips having
outwardly projecting spaced lugs 2. The
strips z serve to space the plates from each

~other and at the same time their lugs 2 limit
the horizontal movement of one or more o1

the plates to uncover the one to which ac-
cess 15 to be had, the said lugs being adapted
to contact with the uprights 8 upstanding
from a base 4. ' t

In the claims I use the term leaf or leaves
to define the members 7 and y regardless of
whether or not they are employed as spac-
ers or simply as shown and described in con-
nection with the topmost unit in Fig. 1.

Having thus fully described my inven-

tion, what I claim as new and desire to se-

cure by Letters Patent is:—

1. A filing means comprising a flat plate,
a series of leaves arranged flatwise thereon
and overlapping each other substantially
uniformly, and flexible devices threaded
through the leaves and plate and atfording
individual pivotal connections between the
leaves and plate. | |
2. In combination, a frame comprising an
upstanding member, pairs of horizontal

rods projecting from said member at differ-

ent elevations, one above another, horizontal
plates slidably supported on and movable
longitudinally of said rods, and a series
of overlappping leaves resting upon and
pivotally attached to-each plate.

3. In combination, a frame comprising an
upstanding member, pairs of horizontal
rods projecting from said member at differ-
ent elevations, one above another, horizon-

tal plates slidably supported on and mov- -

able longitudinally of said rods, and a series
of overlapping leaves resting upon and piv-
otally attached to each plate, said plates and
rods having coacting stops limiting the
movement ot said plates in one direction.

4. In combination, a frame comprising an
upstanding member, pairs of horizontal
rods projecting from said member at dif
ferent elevations, one above another, hori-

zontal plates slidably supported on -said -

rods and having rebent portions recelving
the rods, and a series of overlapping leaves
resting upon and pivotally attached to each
plate. -

- 5. In combination, a frame comprising an
upstanding member, pairsof horizontal rods

projecting from said ‘member at different

elevations, one above another, said rods be-
Ing revoluble on their own axes in said
member and having hooked free ends, hori-
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zontal plates slidably supported on said
rods and having rebent  portions recelving
the rods, and slots in said rebent portions
extending to the ends thereof adjoining the
free ends of the rods, and a series of over-
lapping leaves resting upon and pivotally
attached to each -plate, said rods being

~adapted to be turned in said member to
their hooked ends into and out of

pring
registry with the slots.

6. In combination, a series of plates ar-
ranged substantially horizontally, one above

8

the other, a series of leaves arranged upon
each plate in overlapping disposition, each

leaf being pivotally connected to the plate, 15

each plate being movable horizontally, and
a supporting means for the plates, said
plates and the supporting means having

‘means to guide each plate 1n a definite path
of movement and limit the movement of 20

said plate in each direction.
In testimony whereof I affix my signa-

gure. o -
 GARABED ESMARIAN.
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