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1
SHELEF ASSEMBLY FOR AN APPLIANCE

FIELD OF DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure generally relates to a shelf assem-
bly, and more specifically, to a shell assembly for an
appliance.

BACKGROUND

Shelf assemblies within appliances may have rear por-
tions that are configured to support goods. The shelfl assem-
blies may have various portions that are movable to increase
user access.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

According to one aspect of the present disclosure, a shelf
assembly for an appliance includes a shelf support operably
coupled with a cabinet liner. First and second supports are
positioned below the shell support. The first and second
supports are positioned on opposing sidewalls of the cabinet
liner. A rear shelf portion 1s slidably supported on the shelf
support between rearward and forward positions. A front
shell portion 1s positioned adjacent to the rear shelf portion
and 1s movable between a raised position and a lowered
position. A plurality of rotatable arms are configured to
support the front shelf portion. Each rotatable arm of the
plurality of rotatable arms 1s operably coupled with one of
the first and second supports at a first end and 1s further
operably coupled with the front shelf portion at a second
end. A connecting arm interconnects the rear shell portion
and the front shelfl portion.

According to another aspect of the present disclosure, a
shelf assembly for an appliance includes a shelf support
operably coupled with a cabinet liner. A rear shelf portion 1s
slidably coupled with the shelf support and i1s movable
between a forward position and a rearward position. A front
shell portion 1s positioned forward of the rear shelf portion
and 1s movable between a raised position and a lowered
position. At least one rotatable arm 1s configured to support
the front shelf portion. The at least one rotatable arm 1s
operably coupled with the cabinet liner at a first end and 1s
operably coupled with the front shelf portion at a second
end. A connecting arm 1s operably coupled with the rear
shell portion at a first end and 1s operably coupled with the
front shelf portion at a second end.

According to yet another aspect of the present disclosure,
a shell assembly for an appliance includes a shelf support
operably coupled with a cabinet liner. A rear shelf portion 1s
slidably coupled with the shelf support between first and
second positions. A front shelf portion 1s positioned forward
of the rear shelf portion and 1s movable between first and
second positions. The front shell portion 1s substantially
co-planar with the rear shell portion when the front shelf
portion 1s 1n the first position. A plurality of rotatable arms
interconnect the front shelf portion and the cabinet liner. A
connecting arm interconnects the rear shell portion and one
of the rotatable arms of plurality of rotatable arms.

These and other features, advantages, and objects of the
present disclosure will be further understood and appreci-
ated by those skilled in the art by reference to the following
specification, claims, and appended drawings.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 1s a side perspective view ol a relrigerating
appliance, according to various examples;

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view of the refrigerating
appliance of FIG. 1 taken at line II including a shelf
assembly;

FIG. 3 1s a top perspective view of the shell assembly of
FIG. 2 removed from the appliance;

FIG. 4 1s a bottom perspective view of the shell assembly
of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5A 1s an exploded, top perspective view of the shelf
assembly of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5B 1s an exploded, bottom perspective view of the
shelf assembly of FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 15 a cross-sectional view of the shelf assembly of
FIG. 3 taken at line VI with the shelfl assembly shown 1n a
first position, according to various examples;

FIG. 7A 1s a side elevational view of the shell assembly
of FIG. 6 shown in an intermediate position;

FIG. 7B 1s a side elevational view of the shelf assembly
of FIG. 7A 1n a second position;

FIG. 8 1s a top perspective view ol a shell assembly
including a bottle rack, according to various examples;

FIG. 9 1s a top perspective view ol a shell assembly
including a spring, according to various examples;

FIG. 10 1s a top perspective view ol a relrigerating
appliance with a sidewall of the appliance removed to
illustrate a shell assembly 1n a first position, according to
various examples;

FIG. 11 1s a top perspective view of the refrigerating
appliance of FIG. 10 with the shelf assembly 1n a second
position;

FIG. 12 1s a cross-sectional view of the shelf assembly of
FIG. 10 with the shelf assembly 1n a first position; and

FIG. 13 1s a cross-sectional view of the shelf assembly of
FIG. 10 with the shelf assembly 1n a second position.

The components 1n the figures are not necessarily to scale,
emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the prin-
ciples described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present illustrated embodiments reside primarily 1n
combinations of method steps and apparatus components
related to a shelf assembly for an appliance. Accordingly, the
apparatus components and method steps have been repre-
sented, where appropriate, by conventional symbols 1n the
drawings, showing only those specific details that are per-

tinent to understanding the embodiments of the present
disclosure so as not to obscure the disclosure with details

that will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the
art having the benefit of the description herein. Further, like
numerals 1 the description and drawings represent like
clements.

For purposes of description herein, the terms “upper,”
“lower,” “night,” “left,” “rear,” “front,” “vertical,” “horizon-
tal,” and derivatives thereof shall relate to the disclosure as
oriented 1n FIG. 1. Unless stated otherwise, the term “front”
shall refer to the surface of the element closer to an intended
viewer, and the term “rear’” shall refer to the surface of the
element further from the intended viewer. However, it 1s to
be understood that the disclosure may assume various alter-
native orientations, except where expressly specified to the
contrary. It 1s also to be understood that the specific devices
and processes illustrated in the attached drawings, and
described 1n the following specification are simply exem-
plary embodiments of the inventive concepts defined in the

appended claims. Hence, specific dimensions and other
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physical characteristics relating to the embodiments dis-
closed herein are not to be considered as limiting, unless the
claims expressly state otherwise.

The terms “including,” “comprises,” “comprising,” or any
other variation thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive
inclusion, such that a process, method, article, or apparatus
that comprises a list of elements does not include only those
clements but may include other elements not expressly listed
or inherent to such process, method, article, or apparatus. An
clement proceeded by “comprises a . . . 7 does not, without
more constraints, preclude the existence of additional 1den-
tical elements 1n the process, method, article, or apparatus
that comprises the element.

Referring now to FIGS. 1-13, reference numeral 10
generally designates a shell assembly for an appliance 12.
The shelf assembly 10 1includes a shell support 14 operably
coupled with a cabinet liner 16. First and second supports
18, 20 are positioned proximate the shell support 14. The
first and second supports 18, 20 are positioned on opposing
sidewalls 22, 24 of the cabinet liner 16. A rear shelf portion
26 1s slidably coupled waith the shelf support 14. A front shelf
portion 28 1s positioned forward of the rear shelf portion 26
and 1s movable between a raised position and a lowered
position. A plurality of rotatable arms 30 includes rotatable
arms 30A-30D configured to support the front shelf portion
28 and guide the front shell portion 28 rotatably between
first and second position. Each rotatable arm 30A-30D of the
plurality of rotatable arms 30 1s operably coupled with one
of the first and second supports 18, 20 at a lower end 32 and
1s Turther operably coupled with the front shelf portion 28 at
an upper end 34. A connecting arm 36 1s operably coupled
with the front shelf portion 28 at a front end 38 and 1s
operably coupled with the rear shelf portion 26 at a rear end
40.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, the appliance 12 1s
illustrated with a cabinet 50 including the cabinet liner 16
and an outer wrapper 54. The cabinet liner 16 defines a
compartment 56 accessible by an access opening 58. A door
60 1s configured to selectively cover the access opening 58
and seal the compartment 56. The appliance 12 1s illustrated
as a top mount refrigerator. However, it 1s within the scope
of the disclosure for the cabinet 50 to include any suitable
configuration, which may include a single door, a plurality
of doors, French doors, drawers, etc. Accordingly, the cabi-
net liner 16 may define any suitable configuration of the
interior compartment 56 based on the configuration of the
cabinet 50. It 1s further contemplated that, in various
examples, the cabinet 30 may be configured as a cabinet for
use 1n a refrigerating appliance, such as a vacuum-insulated
refrigerator, without departing from or limiting the scope of
the present disclosure.

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 10, the cabinet liner 16 may
include mounts 70a, 706 extending mnwardly into the com-
partment 56 from the first and second sidewalls 22, 24 of the
cabinet liner 16. The mounts 70a, 706 may be vertically
spaced-apart 1n any arrangement to provide a predetermined
configuration of shelves within the compartment 56. As best
shown 1n FIG. 10, the mounts 70a, 705 are oriented in pairs,
such that a first mount 70a 1s positioned on the first sidewall
22 of the cabinet liner 16 and 1s aligned with the second
mount 705 position on the second sidewall 24 of the cabinet
liner 16. Each of the mounts 70a, 700 may be integrally
tormed with the cabinet liner 16 or may be operably coupled
with the cabinet liner 16. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 10, the
mounts 70a and 705 may include a plurality of rails that are
vertically spaced-apart along the opposed first and second
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4

sidewalls 22, 24 of the cabinet liner 16 to support the shelf
assembly 10, or other like shelf assemblies, 1n a fixed or
slidable manner.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 10, the shelf support 14 includes a
first side member 74 and a second side member 76 joined by
a rear member 78. When the shelf support 14 1s positioned
within the compartment 56, the first side member 74 and the
second side member 76 each rests on, and 1s supported by,
one or more mounts 70a, 706 (see FIGS. 2 and 9). In various
examples, the first and second side members 74, 76 may be
coupled with the first and second sidewalls 22, 24 of the
cabinet liner 16. In other examples, the first and second side
members 74, 76 may be coupled with one of the pairs of first
and second mounts 70a, 70b. The shellf support 14 1is
positioned such that the first side member 74 1s substantially
aligned with the first sidewall 22 of the cabinet liner 16, the
second side member 76 1s substantially aligned with the
second sidewall 24 of the cabinet liner 16, and the rear
member 78 1s substantially aligned with a rear wall 200 of
the cabinet liner 16.

Referring now to FIGS. 2-9, a first exemplary embodi-
ment of the shelf assembly 10 1s 1llustrated including the first
and second supports 18, 20 extending downwardly from the
first and second side members 74, 76, respectively. The shelf
assembly 10 1s positioned within the compartment 56 and
includes the shelf support 14, the front shelf portion 28, and
the rear shell portion 26. In various examples, the front shelf
portion 28 and the rear shelf portion 26 are each at least
partially supported by the shelf support 14. In other
examples, the rear shell portion 26 1s supported by the shelf
support 14, and the front shelf portion 28 1s supported by the
plurality of rotatable arms 30. The front shelf portion 28 and
the rear shell portion 26 may be referred to herein as first and
second portions of the shelf assembly 10.

As 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 2 and 9, the first side member 74
may be integrally formed with the first support 18, and the
second side member 76 may be integrally formed with the
second support 20. Each of the first and second supports 18,
20 may be substantially rectangular and may extend down-
ward from a forward end of the respective side member 74,
76. In this way, the first and second supports 18, 20 define
opposed forward supports for the shell assembly 10. The
first and second supports 18, 20 may be operably coupled
with the first and second sidewalls 22, 24 of the cabinet liner
16. Alternatively, the first and second supports 18, 20 may
be supported by the shell support 14.

Each of the first and second side members 74, 76 may
include an inwardly extending support rail 86. The inwardly
extending support rail 86 extends from the respective side
member 74, 76 away from the respective sidewall 22, 24 of
the cabinet liner 16. The inwardly extending support rail 86
1s s1zed to support for one or both of the front shelf portion
28 and the rear shelf portion 26 on an upper surface thereof.
In various examples, the inwardly extending support rail 86
may be configured to extend from the rear member 78 to the
forward end of the respective sidde member 74, 76. In other
examples, the mwardly extending support rail 86 may be
configured to extend along a portion of the respective side
member 74, 76. The inwardly extending support rail 86 may
extend to the respective support 18, 20 or may extend along
at least a part of the respective support 18, 20.

As best shown 1n FIGS. 5A and 5B, the first support 18
defines a first pair of recerving wells 90 having first and
second receiving wells 90A, 90B. The second support 20
defines a second pair of recerving wells 92 having first and
second recerving wells 92A, 92B, The first pair of receiving
wells 90 may be defined proximate a bottom edge of the first
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support 18, and the second pair of recerving wells 92 may be
defined proximate a bottom edge of the second support 20.
The second pair of receiving wells 92 may be defined to
mirror the size, position, and spacing of the first pair of
receiving wells 90. It will be understood that the first and
second pair of recerving wells 90, 92 may be defined in any
position on any portion of the first and second supports 18,
20 without departing from the scope of the present disclo-
sure. As shown in FIGS. 5A and 3B, the first recerving wells
90A, 92A are positioned 1n forward positions relative to the
second receiving wells 90B, 92B 1n both the first and second
pairs ol receiving wells 90, 92.

As best 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 3-7B, the rear shelf portion 26
1s substantially rectangular and includes a forward edge 100,
a rear edge 102, a first side edge 104, a second side edge 106,
and upper and lower surfaces 26A, 26B. The rear shelf
portion 26 1s slidably coupled with the shelf support 14 and
1s movable between a forward position and a rearward
position 1n a direction as indicated by arrow 27 (FIGS.
7A-7TB). For example, the first and second side edges 104,
106 of the rear shelf portion 26 may be slidably coupled with
the inwardly extending support rails 86 of the shelf support
14 or may be coupled with a slide assembly (not shown)
coupled with or itegrally formed with the inwardly extend-
ing support rails 86 and/or the first and second side members
74, 76. When the rear shelf portion 26 1s in the rearward
position (FIGS. 2-4), the rear edge 102 of the rear shelf
portion 26 1s aligned with and/or abuts the rear member 78
of the shelf support 14. When the rear shelf portion 26 1s 1n
the forward position (FIG. 7B), the rear edge 102 of the rear
shell portion 26 1s spaced-apart from the rear member 78 of
the shelf support 14.

In various examples, one or both of the forward edge 100
and the rear edge 102 of the rear shelf portion 26 may
include a raised edge 110. The raised edge 110 may have a
substantially triangular cross-section. The cross-section 1s
configured such that an angled portion of the raised edge 110
1s oriented away from the respective edge 100, 102. The one
or more raised edges 110 may improve retention of any
contents supported on the rear shelf portion 26 when the rear
shelf portion 26 1s moved between the forward position and
the rearward position.

It will be understood that the rear shelf portion 26 and/or
the front shelf portion 28 may be configured as any form of
supporting surface without departing from the scope of the
present disclosure. For example, as 1llustrated 1n FI1G. 3, the
rear shell portion 26 may include a rotatable plate 118
positioned on the upper surface 26 A of the rear shelf portion
26. The rotatable plate 118 may include bearings, a track, or
any other mechanism configured to allow the rotatable plate
118 to rotate. The rotatable plate 118 1s configured to allow
goods placed on the rear shelf portion 26 to be more readily
accessible by rotating the rotatable plate 118 when the rear
shelf portion 26 1s in the forward or rearward position. It 1s
contemplated that the rotatable plate 118 may be one of a
plurality of plates positioned on the rear and front shelf
portions 26, 28, may be positioned on the front shelf portion
28, or may be positioned 1n any position on the shelf
assembly 10 to be accessible by a user without departing
from the scope of the present disclosure. Further, as 1llus-
trated 1 FIG. 8, the rear shell portion 26 of the shelf
assembly 10 may be configured as a bottle rack. It is
contemplated that the front shelf portion 28 may be config-
ured as a bottle rack or that both the rear and front shelf
portions 26, 28 may be configured as bottle racks without
departing from the scope of the present disclosure.
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Referring now to FIGS. 5A and 5B, a connection bracket
120 may extend downwardly from the lower surface 26B of
the rear shelf portion 26. The connection bracket 120 may be
coupled with the rear shell portion 26, or the connection
bracket 120 may be integrally formed with the rear shelf
portion 26. As best shown 1 FIGS. 6-7B, the connection
bracket 120 may define a rear receiving space 124. It will be
understood that the connection bracket 120 may be one of a
pair of connection brackets 120 extending downwardly
adjacent the opposed side edges 104, 106 of the rear shelf
portion 26, or may be a single connection bracket 120
extending downwardly from the lower surface 26B of the
rear shell portion 26 without departing from the scope of the
present disclosure.

As best 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 3-7B, the front shelf portion
28 1s substantially rectangular and includes a forward edge
130, a rear edge 132, a first side edge 134, a second side edge
136, and upper and lower surfaces 28A, 28B. It 1s contem-
plated that the front shelf portion 28 may be the same size
as the rear shelf portion 26 or may be smaller or larger than
the rear shelf portion 26. In various examples, one or both
of the forward edge 130 and the rear edge 132 of the front
shell portion 28 may be a raised edge 140. The raised edge
140 may have substantially triangular cross-section config-
ured such that an angled portion of the raised edge 140 1s
ortented away from the respective edge 130, 132. It is
contemplated that the one or more raised edges 140 of the
front shelf portion 28 may have the same size and shape as
the one or more raised edges 110 of the rear shelf portion 26.

As best shown 1n FIG. 5B, the front shelf portion 28 may
include a first set of rotation brackets 146 and a second set
of rotation brackets 148 extending downwardly from the
lower surface 28B of the front shelfl portion 28. The {first set
ol rotation brackets 146 includes first and second rotation
brackets 146 A, 146B that are positioned proximate the first
side edge 134 of the front shelf portion 28 along the lower
surface 28B thereof. As shown 1n FIG. 5B, the first rotation
bracket 146A 1s positioned in a forward position relative to
the second rotation bracket 146B. As further shown 1n FIG.
5B, the second rotation bracket 146B 1s inwardly inset
relative to the first rotation bracket 146A. Similarly, the
second set of rotation brackets 148 includes first and second
rotation brackets 148A, 148B that are positioned proximate
the second side edge 136 of the front shelf portion 28 along
the lower surface 28B thereof. Thus, the first and second sets
of rotation brackets 146, 148 arec opposed sets of rotation
brackets disposed on and outwardly extending from the
lower surface 28B of the front shelf portion 28 on opposed
sides thereotf. As shown 1n FIG. 5B, the first rotation bracket
148 A of the second set of rotation brackets 148 1s positioned
in a forward position relative to the second rotation bracket
148B. As further shown in FIG. 5B, the second rotation
bracket 148B of the second set of rotation brackets 148 1s
also inwardly iset relative to the first rotation bracket 148A.
Each of the first and second rotation brackets 146A, 1468
and 148A, 148B are positioned 1n pairs, wherein the spacing
of the first and second rotation brackets 146 A, 146B of first
set of rotation brackets 146 1s substantially the same as the
spacing of the first pair of receiving wells 90 of the first
support 18. Similarly, the spacing of the first and second
rotation brackets 148A, 148B of the second set of rotation
brackets 148 1s substantially the same as the spacing of the
second pair of recerving wells 92 of the second support 20.
As shown 1n FIG. 5B, the first and second rotation brackets
146 A, 146B of the first set of rotation brackets 146 each
include a receiving aperture 150 disposed therethrough.
Similarly, the first and second rotation brackets 148A, 1488
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of the second set of rotation brackets 148 each include a
receiving aperture 152 disposed therethrough.

As noted above, the plurality of rotatable arms 30 1s
configured to support the front shelf portion 28 rotatably
between first and second positions. Fach rotatable arm
30A-30D of the plurality of rotatable arms 30 includes an
upper end 34 and a lower end 32. The upper and lower ends
32, 34 may extend substantially perpendicularly from the
respective rotatable arm 30A-30D. The upper end 34 may
extend 1n the same direction as the lower end 32, or the
upper end 34 may extend opposite the direction of the lower
end 32. As illustrated in FIGS. 5A and 5B, the plurality of
rotatable arms 30 may be arranged 1n a {irst pair of rotatable
arms 160 that 1s comprised of first and second rotatable arms
30A, 30B. The first rotatable arm 30A of the first pair of
rotatable arms 160 1s shown as being positioned 1n a forward
position relative to the second rotatable arm 30B. The first
pair of rotatable arms 160 1s configured to be operably
coupled with the first support 18, as further described below.

The plurality of rotatable arms 30 also includes a second pair
of rotatable arms 162 that 1s comprised of first and second
rotatable arms 30C, 30D, The first rotatable arm 30C of the
second pair of rotatable arms 162 1s shown as being posi-
tioned 1n a forward position relative to the second rotatable
arm 30D. The second pair of rotatable arms 162 1s config-
ured to be operably coupled with the second support 20, as
turther described below.

As best shown 1n FIGS. 4 and 6-7B, the upper ends 34 of
the first pair of rotatable arms 160 of the plurality of
rotatable arms 30 are configured to be received by the
receiving apertures 150 of the first set of rotation brackets
146. Specifically, the upper end 34 of the first rotatable arm
30A 1s recerved 1n the receiving aperture 150 of the first
rotation bracket 146A, while the upper end 34 of the second
rotatable arm 303 1s recerved 1n the receiving aperture 1350
of the second rotation bracket 1463. Similarly, the upper
ends 34 of the second pair of rotatable arms 162 of the
plurality of rotatable arms 30 are configured to be recerved
by the recerving apertures 152 of the second set of rotation
brackets 148. Specifically, the upper end 34 of the first
rotatable arm 30C 1s received 1n the recerving aperture 152
of the first rotation bracket 148 A, while the upper end 34 of
the second rotatable arm 30D 1s received in the receiving
aperture 152 of the second rotation bracket 1483. Each upper
end 34 of the rotatable arms 30A-30D 1s separately rotatable
within the respective receiving apertures 150, 152. The
lower ends 32 of the first pair of rotatable arms 160 of the
plurality of rotatable arms 30 are configured to be recerved
by the first pair of receiving wells 90 of the first support 18.
Specifically, the lower end 32 of the first rotatable arm 30A
1s received 1n the first receiving well 90A of the first support
18, while the lower end 32 of the second rotatable arm 30B
1s recerved 1n the second receiving well 90B of the first
support 18. Similarly, the lower ends 32 of the second pair
of rotatable arms 162 of the plurality of rotatable arms 30 are
configured to be received by the second pair of receiving
wells 92 of the second support 20. Specifically, the lower
end 32 of the first rotatable arm 30C 1s recerved 1n the first
receiving well 92 A of the second support 20, while the lower
end 32 of the second rotatable arm 30D 1s received in the
second recerving well 92B of the second support 20. Each
lower end 32 of the rotatable arms 30A-30D is separately
rotatable within the respective receiving well 90A, 903,
92A, 92B. With the second rotatable arms 303, 30D coupled
to the second rotation brackets 1468, 148B, respectively, the
second rotatable arms 30B, 30D are inwardly inset relative
to the respective first rotatable arms 30A, 30C.
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The plurality of rotatable arms 30 allows the front shelf
portion 28 to be moved between the raised or first position
shown 1n FIG. 6, and the lowered or second position shown
in FIG. 73 along the downward and forward rotational path
as indicated by arrow 29. As shown 1n FIG. 6, when the front
shell portion 28 1s 1n the raised position, the rotatable arms
30A, 303 of the plurality of rotatable arms 30 are substan-
tially vertical, and the rear edge 132 of the front shelf portion
28 15 substantially aligned with the front edge 100 of the rear
shell portion 26. In this way, the front shelf portion 28 1s
substantially co-planar with the rear shelf portion 26 when
the front shelf portion 28 1s 1n the raised position. Thus, the
upper surfaces 28A, 26 A of the front and rear shelf portions
28, 26 provide for a substantially continuous shelf assembly
10 when the front shell portion 1s 1n the raised position. In
various examples, the rear edge 132 of the front shelf portion
28 may abut the front edge 100 of the rear shelf portion 26.
When the front shelf portion 28 1s in the intermediate
position shown 1n FIG. 7A, the rotatable arms 30A, 30B of
the plurality of rotatable arms 30 are rotated to be inclined
forward toward the access opening 58 of the compartment
56. When the front shelf portion 28 1s in the lowered or
second position shown 1n FIG. 7B, the rotatable arms 30A,
30B of the plurality of rotatable arms 30 may be substan-
tially horizontal. In the lowered position, the front shelf
portion 28 1s lowered and projected forward by the plurality
of rotatable arms 30, such that the rear edge 132 of the front
shelf portion 28 1s no longer 1n contact with the front edge
100 of the rear shelf portion 26. Thus, the front shelf portion
28 rotates downward and forward from the raised position
(FIG. 6) to the lowered position (FIG. 7B) along the path
indicated by arrow 29. As shown 1n FIGS. 6-7B, the front
shell portion 28 remains substantially horizontal throughout
its rotation between the raised position (FIG. 6) and the
lowered position (FIG. 7B), such that objects supported on
the upper surface 28A of the front shell portion 28 will
remain supported 1n a substantially upright abutting manner
on the front shelf portion 28 during movement of the same.
Thus, the front shelf portion 28 1s substantially parallel with
the rear shelfl portion 26, and vertically spaced-apart from
the rear shelf portion 26 when the front shelf portion 28 1s
in the lowered position.

As illustrated 1n FIGS. 6-7B, the shelf assembly 10 further
includes the connecting arm 36. The connecting arm 36
interconnects the front shell portion 28 and the rear shelf
portion 26 to provide synchronized movement between the
front and rear shelf portions 28, 26. The connecting arm 36
1s contemplated to be a rigid member and includes a front
end 38 and a rear end 40. The front end 38 of the connecting
arm 36 defines a front aperture 180 that is rotatably coupled
with one of the rotatable arms 30A-30D of the plurality of
rotatable arms 30. In the embodiment shown 1in FIGS. 6-7B,
the front end 38 of the connecting arm 36 1s coupled to the
second rotatable arm 30B of the first pair of rotatable arms
160. The rear end 40 of the connecting arm 36 defines a rear
aperture 182 and 1s rotatably coupled with the rear shelf
portion 26. In the embodiment shown 1 FIGS. 6-7B, the
rear end 40 of the connecting arm 36 1s coupled to the
connection bracket 120 of the rear shelf portion 26. The
connecting arm 36 may be a single connecting arm or may
be one of a pair of connecting arms without departing from

the scope of the present disclosure.

The rotatable arm 30A-30D configured to be coupled with
the connecting arm 36 may define a through-hole 188
between the upper end 34 and the lower end 32 thereof. The
through-hole 188 1s shown as provided on rotatable arm 30B

in FIGS. 6-7B. A first fastener 190 1s received by the front
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aperture 180 and the through-hole 188 to couple the front
end 38 of the connecting arm 36 with the respective rotatable
arm 30. It 1s further contemplated that the front end 38 of the
connecting arm 36 may be coupled with the upper end 34 of
one of the plurality of rotatable arms 30 and/or the front
shell portion 28 without departing from the scope of the
present disclosure.

The rear aperture 182 1s aligned with the rear receiving
space 124 of the connection bracket 120. A second fastener
192 extends through the rear aperture 182 of the connecting
arm 36 and through the rear receiving space 124 of the
connection bracket 120 to couple the connecting arm 36
with the rear shelf portion 26. It 1s contemplated that the rear
receiving space 124 may be a generally circular hole, as
illustrated or may be a slot without departing from the scope
of the present disclosure.

With further reference to FIGS. 6-7B, the connecting arm
36 of the shelf assembly 10 1s configured to link the
movement of the front shelf portion 28 with the movement
of the rear shelf portion 26, such that the forward position of
the rear shell portion 26 corresponds with the lowered
position of the front shelf portion 28. Similarly, the rearward
position of the rear shelf portion 26 corresponds with the
raised position of the front shelf portion 28. When the front
shelf portion 28 1s rotated from the raised position to the
lowered position, the front end 38 of the connecting arm 36
1s moved downward and forward. The rear end 40 of the
connecting arm 36 1s simultaneously moved forward pulling
the rear shelf portion 26 from the rearward position toward
the forward position 1n the substantially horizontal direction
as indicated by arrow 27. This movement 1s configured to
provide increased access to the front shelf portion 28 and the
rear shell portion 26. When the front shell portion 28 1s
moved from the lowered position to the raised position, the
connecting arm 36 pushes the rear shelf portion 26 from the
torward position to the rearward position along the path as
indicated by arrow 27. As shown i FIGS. 6-7B, the con-
necting arm 36 may be a substantially linear member
directly connecting the rear shelf portion 26 with the rotat-
able arm 30B.

Referring now to FIG. 9, 1n various examples a spring 300
may be coupled with the shelf support 14 and the rear shelf
portion 26. The spring 300 may be one of a pair of springs
with each of the pair of springs 300 by positioned proximate
one of the first and second side members 74, 76 of the shelf
support 14. As illustrated the spring 300 may be coupled
with the rear member 78 of the shelf support 14 and extends
torward of the rear member 78. The spring 300 1s further
coupled with the connection bracket 120 of the rear shelf
portion 26 and 1s configured to bias the rear shelf portion 26
into the rearward position. The bias of the spring 300 further
prevents madvertent movement of the front shelf portion 28
from the raised position (e.g., the spring 300 may prevent the
front shelf portion 28 from falling 1nto the lowered position).

When a user moves the front shell portion 28 from the
raised position into the lowered position, the connecting arm
36 pulls the rear shelf portion 26 from the rearward position
toward the forward position. When the rear shelf portion 26
slides forward along the shelf support 14 from the rearward
position 1nto the forward position, the forward movement of
the rear shell portion 26 applies a force against the bias of
the spring 300. The spring 300 1s loaded as the rear shelf
portion 26 1s moved into the forward position, and the
rotation of the plurality of rotatable arms 30 to a horizontal
position prevents the spring 300 from madvertently biasing
the rear shelf portion 26 back into the rearward position.
When a user moves the front shelf portion 28 up from the
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lowered position 1nto the raised position, the spring 300 1s
unloaded and biases the rear shelf portion 26 into the
rearward position. This bias may be configured to ease the
movement of the front shelf portion 28 into the raised
position. For example, the spring 300 may be configured to
pull the rear shelf portion 26 into the rearward position and
simultaneously move the front shell portion 28 into the
raised position when the front shelf portion 28 1s moved
upward to a certain degree. This may reduce the force
needed to move the front shell portion 28 into the raised
position and the rear shell portion 26 into the rearward
position.

Referring now to FIGS. 10-13, a second exemplary
embodiment of the shell assembly 10 1s illustrated. Where
the features of the second exemplary embodiment are the
same or similar to the features of the first exemplary
embodiment previously discussed, the same numbers have
been used. It will further be understood that the various
features of each exemplary embodiment may be combined
or interchanged without departing from the scope of the
present disclosure.

In the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 10, the rotatable arms

30A-30D of the plurality of rotatable arms 30 are shown
directly coupled with the first and second sidewalls 22, 24 of
the cabinet liner 16. As illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 11, the
front shelf portion 28 and the rear shelf portion 26 may be
cach at least partially supported by the shelf support 14. In
other examples, the rear shelf portion 26 1s supported by the
shell support 14 1n the front shelf portion 28 1s supported by
the plurality of rotatable arms 30. As previously discussed,
cach of the first and second side members 74, 76 may
include an mmwardly extending support rail 86. The rear
member 78 may further include an mwardly extending
support rail 86 extending away from a rear wall 200 of the
cabinet liner 16.

The first sidewall 22 of the cabinet liner 16 defines the
first pair of receiving wells 90 having first and second
receiving wells 90A, 90B. The second sidewall 24 of the
cabinet liner 16 defines the second pair of receiving wells 92
having first and second receiving wells 92A, 92B. The first
pair of recerving wells 90 are positioned below the first side
member 74 of the shelf support 14, and the second pair of
receiving wells 92 are positioned below the second side
member 76 of the shelf support 14. The second pair of
receiving wells 92 are defined to mirror the size, position,
and spacing of the first pair of receiving wells 90. It 1s
contemplated that the first and second pairs of receiving
wells 90, 92 may be reinforced with 1nserts 202 for support.

It will be understood that the rear shelf portion 26 and the
front shelf portion 28 have the same configurations previ-
ously discussed with respect to FIGS. 2-9 and that the rear
shelf portion 26 and the front shelf portion 28 may each
include one or more raised edges 110, 140 and/or the
rotatable plate 118. The rear shelf portion 26 1s slidably
coupled with the shelf support 14 and 1s movable between
the forward position and the rearward position. For example,
the first and second side edges 104, 106 of the rear shelf
portion 26 may be shidably Coupled with the mwardly
extending support rails 86 of the shell support 14 or may be
coupled with a rail assembly (not shown) coupled with or
integrally formed with the mnwardly extending support rails
86 and/or the first and second side members 74, 76. When
the rear shell portion 26 1s in the rearward position, the rear
edge 102 of the rear shelf portion 26 1s aligned with and/or
abuts the rear member 78 of the shelf support 14. When the
rear shelf portion 26 1s 1n the forward position, the rear edge
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of the rear shell portion 26 1s spaced-apart from the rear
member 78 of the shelf support 14.

As 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 12 and 13, the connection bracket
120 may extend downward from the rear shelf portion 26, as
previously discussed, and may be coupled with the rear shelf
portion 26. Alternatively, the connection bracket 120 may be
integrally formed with the rear shelf portion 26. The con-
nection bracket 120 defines the rear receiving space 124. It
will be understood that the connection bracket 120 may be
one of a pair of brackets or may be a single bracket without
departing from the scope of the present disclosure.

The front shelf portion 28 includes the first set of rotation
brackets 146 (having first and second rotation brackets
146A, 146B), and the second set of rotation brackets 148
(having first and second rotation brackets 148 A, 148B), all
of which extend downwardly from the lower surface 28B of
the front shelf portion 28. The first set of rotation brackets
146 are positioned proximate the first side edge 134 of the
front shelf portion 28, and the second set of rotation brackets
148 are positioned proximate the second side edge 136 of the
front shelf portion 28, such that the first and second sets of
rotation brackets 146, 148 are disposed on opposed sides of
the front shelf portion 28. The spacing of the first and second
rotation brackets 146A, 146B of the first set of rotation
brackets 146 1s substantially the same as the spacing of the
first pair 90 of receiving wells 90A, 90B, and the spacing of
the first and second rotation brackets 148A, 148B of the
second set of rotation brackets 148 1s substantially the same
as the pacing of the second pair 92 of receiving wells 92A,
92B. Each of the first and second sets of rotation brackets
146, 148 define receiving apertures 150, 152, respectively.

The rotatable arms 30A-30D are configured to support the
front shelf portion 28, as previously discussed with respect
to FIGS. 2-9. As illustrated, the plurality of rotatable arms 30
may be arranged in first and second pairs 160, 162. The
upper ends 34 of the first pair 160 of rotatable arms 30A,
30B are configured to be recerved by the receiving apertures
150 of the first set of rotation brackets 146, and the upper
ends 34 of the second pair 162 of rotatable arms 30C, 30D
are configured to be received by the recerving apertures 152
of the second set of rotation brackets 148. Each upper end
34 1s rotatable within the respective receiving aperture 150,
152. The lower ends 32 of the first pair 160 of rotatable arms
30A, 30B are configured to be received by the first pair of
receiving wells 90 of the first sidewall 22 of the cabinet liner
16, and the lower ends 32 of the second pair 162 of rotatable
arms 30C, 30D are configured to be received by the second
pair of receiving wells 92 of the second sidewall 24 of the
cabinet liner 16. Each lower end 32 1s rotatable within the
respective receiving well 90, 92.

As previously discussed, and as illustrated in FIGS. 12
and 13, the positioning of the upper ends 34 within the
respective recerving apertures 150, 152 and the positioning,
of the lower ends 32 within the respective receiving wells
90, 92 provides support for the front shelf portion 28 and
allows the front shelf portion 28 to be moved between the
raised position and the lowered position. When the front
shelf portion 28 1s 1n the raised position, the rotatable arms
30A, 30B of the plurality of rotatable arms 30 are substan-
tially vertical, and the rear edge 132 of the front shelf portion
28 15 substantially aligned with the front edge 100 of the rear
shell portion 26. In various examples, the rear edge 132 of
the front shelf portion 28 may contact the front edge 100 of
the rear shell portion 26. When the front shelf portion 28 1s
in the lowered position, the rotatable arms 30A, 30B of the
plurality of rotatable arms 30 are rotated to be inclined
torward toward the access opening 58 of the compartment
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56. In various examples, the plurality of rotatable arms 30
may be substantially horizontal when the front shelf portion
28 15 1n the lowered position.

The shelf assembly 10 further includes the connecting
arm 36. The connecting arm 36 1s configured to couple the
front shelf portion 28 with the rear shelf portion 26. The
connecting arm 36 may be a linear and rigid member that
includes the front end 38 and the rear end 40. The front end
38 defines the front aperture 180 and 1s rotatably coupled
with the front shelf portion 28, and the rear end 40 defines
the rear aperture 182 and 1s rotatably coupled with the rear
shell portion 26.

Referring still to FIGS. 12 and 13, one of the rotation
brackets 146A, 1468, 148A, 148B of the front shelf portion
28 further defines a through-hole 204 configured to be
aligned with the front aperture 180 of the connecting arm 36.
The through-hole 204 1s defined rearward of the receiving
aperture 150, 152 of the respective rotation bracket 146 A,
1468, 148A, 148B. The first fastener 190 1s recerved by the
front aperture 180 and the through-hole 204 to couple the
front end 38 of the connecting arm 36 with the respective
rotatable arm 30. Alternatively, the upper end 34 of one of
the rotatable arms 30A-30D of the plurality of rotatable arms
30 may be received by the front aperture 180 of the
connecting arm 36 to operably couple the connecting arm 36
with the front shelf portion 28.

The rear aperture 182 1s aligned with the rear receiving
space 124 of the connection bracket 120. A second fastener
192 extends through the rear aperture 182 of the connecting
arm 36 and the rear receiving space 124 of the connection
bracket 120 to couple the connecting arm 36 with the rear
shell portion 26. It 1s contemplated that the rear receiving
space 124 may be a generally circular hole, as 1llustrated, or
may be a slot without departing from the scope of the present
disclosure.

Referring now to FIGS. 2-13, the connecting arm 36 of
the shelf assembly 10 1s configured to link the movement of
the front shelf portion 28 with the movement of the rear shelf
portion 26, such that the forward position of the rear shelf
portion 26 corresponds with the lowered position of the front
shelf portion 28, and the rearward position of the rear shelf
portion 26 corresponds with the raised position of the front
shelf portion 28. When the front shelf portion 28 1s moved
from the raised position to the lowered position, the front
end 38 of the connecting arm 36 1s moved downward and
forward. The rear end 40 of the connecting arm 36 1is
simultaneously moved forward, pulling the rear shelf por-
tion 26 from the rearward position to the forward position in
a substantially horizontal direction as indicated by arrow 27.
This movement 1s configured to provide increased access to
the front shelf portion 28 and the rear shelf portion 26. When
the front shelf portion 28 1s moved from the lowered position
to the raised position, the connecting arm 36 pushes the rear
shelf portion 26 from the forward position to the rearward
position along the path as indicated by arrow 27.

According to one aspect, a shelf assembly for an appli-
ance may include a shelf support operably coupled with a
cabinet liner. First and second supports are positioned below
the shell support. The first and second supports are posi-
tioned on opposing sidewalls of the cabinet liner. A rear shelf
portion 1s slidably supported on the shelf support between
rearward and forward positions. A front shellf portion 1s
positioned adjacent to the rear shelf portion and 1s movable
between a raised position and a lowered position. A plurality
of rotatable arms are configured to support the front shelf
portion. Each rotatable arm of the plurality of rotatable arms
1s operably coupled with one of the first and second supports
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at a first end and 1s further operably coupled with the front
shelf portion at a second end. A connecting arm 1ntercon-
nects the rear shelf portion and the front shelf portion.

According to another aspect, a front shelf portion may be
substantially co-planar with a rear shell portion when the
front shell portion 1s 1n a raised position.

According to another aspect, a front shelf portion may be
substantially parallel with a rear shelfl portion and may be
vertically spaced-apart from the rear shelf portion when the
front shelf portion i1s 1n a lowered position.

According to another aspect, a front shellf portion may
rotate downward and forward from a raised position to a
lowered position. A rear shell portion may move from a
rearward position to a forward position as the front shelf
portion moves from the raised position to the lowered
position.

According to another aspect, a front shelf portion may
include first and second sets of rotation brackets extending
downwardly from a lower surface of the front shelf portion
on opposed sides of the front shelf portion. The first set of
rotation brackets may include a first bracket and an inwardly
inset second bracket. The second set of rotation brackets
may include a first bracket and an mwardly inset second
bracket.

According to another aspect, a plurality of rotatable arms
may include first and second pairs of rotatable arms. The first
pair of rotatable arms may include first and second rotatable
arms operably coupled with first and second brackets of a
first set of rotation brackets of a front shelf portion. The
second pair of rotatable arms may include first and second
rotatable arms operably coupled with first and second brack-
ets of a second set of rotation brackets of the front shelf
portion.

According to another aspect, a shell assembly for an
appliance may include a shelf support operably coupled with
a cabinet liner. A rear shelf portion 1s slidably coupled with
the shell support and 1s movable between a forward position
and a rearward position. A front shelf portion 1s positioned
torward of the rear shelf portion and 1s movable between a
raised position and a lowered position. At least one rotatable
arm 1s configured to support the front shelf portion. The at
least one rotatable arm 1s operably coupled with the cabinet
liner at a first end and 1s operably coupled with the front
shelf portion at a second end. A connecting arm 1s operably
coupled with the rear shelf portion at a first end and 1is
operably coupled with the front shelf portion at a second
end.

According to another aspect, a rear shelf portion may be
in a rearward position when a front shelf portion 1s 1n a
raised position.

According to another aspect, a rear shelf portion may be
in a forward position when a front shelf portion 1s 1n a
lowered position.

According to another aspect, a shell assembly may
include a rotation bracket extending downwardly from a
front shelfl portion. A second end of a connecting arm may
be operably coupled with the rotation bracket. A second end
ol at least one rotatable arm 1s operably coupled with the
rotation bracket.

According to another aspect, a rear shelf portion may
include a downwardly extending connection bracket. A first
end of a connecting arm 1s operably coupled with the
connection bracket.

According to another aspect, a shell assembly for an
appliance may include a shelf support operably coupled with
a cabinet liner. A rear shelf portion 1s slidably coupled with
the shelf support between first and second positions. A front
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shelf portion 1s positioned forward of the rear shelf portion
and 1s movable between first and second positions. The front
shell portion 1s substantially co-planar with the rear shelf
portion when the front shelf portion 1s 1n the first position.
A plurality of rotatable arms interconnect the front shelf
portion and the cabinet liner. A connecting arm interconnects
the rear shellf portion and one of the rotatable arms of
plurality of rotatable arms.

According to another aspect, a shellf assembly may
include a connection bracket positioned on a rear shelf
portion. A first end of a connecting arm may be operably
coupled with the connection bracket.

According to another aspect, a shelf assembly may
include first and second supports positioned on opposing
sidewalls of a cabinet liner and operably coupled with a
plurality of rotatable arms.

According to another aspect, first and second supports
may be integrally formed with a shelf support as a unitary
member.

According to another aspect, a front shelf portion may be
substantially parallel with a rear shelf portion and vertically
spaced-apart from the rear shelf portion when the front shelf
portion 1s 1n a second position.

According to another aspect, a plurality of rotatable arms
may 1nclude first and second pairs of rotatable arms coupled
to opposed sides of a liner and opposed sides of a front shelf
portion.

According to another aspect, a rear shelf portion may be
in the first position when a front shell portion 1s 1n a first
position.

According to another aspect, a rear shelf portion may be
in a second position when a front shelf portion 1s 1n a second
position.

According to another aspect, a shell assembly may
include a rotatable plate operably coupled with one of a front
shell portion and a rear shell portion.

It will be understood by one having ordinary skill in the
art that construction of the described disclosure and other
components 1s not limited to any specific material. Other
exemplary embodiments of the disclosure disclosed herein
may be formed from a wide variety of materials, unless
described otherwise herein.

For purposes of this disclosure, the term “coupled” (in all
of 1ts forms, couple, coupling, coupled, etc.) generally
means the joining of two components (electrical or mechani-
cal) directly or indirectly to one another. Such joining may
be stationary in nature or movable in nature. Such joimng
may be achieved with the two components (electrical or
mechanical) and any additional intermediate members being,
integrally formed as a single umitary body with one another
or with the two components. Such joiming may be permanent
in nature or may be removable or releasable 1n nature unless
otherwise stated.

It 1s also important to note that the construction and
arrangement of the elements of the disclosure as shown 1n
the exemplary embodiments 1s illustrative only. Although
only a few embodiments of the present innovations have
been described 1n detail 1n this disclosure, those skilled 1n
the art who review this disclosure will readily appreciate that
many modifications are possible (e.g., variations 1n sizes,
dimensions, structures, shapes and proportions of the vari-
ous elements, values of parameters, mounting arrangements,
use of materials, colors orientations, etc.) without materially
departing from the novel teachings and advantages of the
subject matter recited. For example, elements shown as
integrally formed may be constructed of multiple parts or
clements shown as multiple parts may be integrally formed,
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the operation of the interfaces may be reversed or otherwise
varied, the length or width of the structures and/or members
or connector or other elements of the system may be varied,
the nature or number of adjustment positions provided
between the elements may be varied. It should be noted that
the elements and/or assemblies of the system may be con-
structed from any of a wide variety of materials that provide
suilicient strength or durability, 1n any of a wide variety of
colors, textures, and combinations. Accordingly, all such
modifications are intended to be included within the scope of
the present innovations. Other substitutions, modifications,
changes, and omissions may be made in the design, oper-
ating conditions, and arrangement of the desired and other
exemplary embodiments without departing from the spirit of
the present mnnovations.

It will be understood that any described processes or steps
within described processes may be combined with other
disclosed processes or steps to form structures within the
scope of the present disclosure. The exemplary structures
and processes disclosed herein are for illustrative purposes
and are not to be construed as limiting.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A shelf assembly for an appliance, comprising:

a shell support operably coupled with a cabinet liner;

first and second supports positioned below the shelf
support, wherein the first and second supports are
positioned on opposing sidewalls of the cabinet liner;

a rear shelf portion slidably supported on the shelf support
between rearward and forward positions;

a front shelf portion positioned adjacent to the rear shelf
portion and movable between a raised position and a
lowered position, wherein the {front shell portion
includes first and second sets of rotation brackets
extending downwardly from a lower surface of the
front shelf portion on opposed sides of the front shelf
portion, wherein the first set of rotation brackets
includes a first bracket and an inwardly inset second
bracket, and further wherein the second set of rotation
brackets includes a first bracket and an inwardly 1nset
second bracket:

a plurality of rotatable arms configured to support the
front shelf portion, wherein each rotatable arm of the
plurality of rotatable arms 1s operably coupled with one
of the first and second supports at a first end and 1s
further operably coupled with the front shelf portion at
a second end; and

a connecting arm interconnecting the rear shell portion
and the front shell portion.

2. The shelfl assembly of claim 1, wherein the front shelf
portion 1s substantially co-planar with the rear shelf portion
when the front shelf portion i1s 1n the raised position.

3. The shelf assembly of claim 2, wherein the front shelf
portion 1s substantially parallel with the rear shelf portion
and vertically spaced-apart from the rear shelf portion when
the front shelf portion 1s in the lowered position.

4. The shelf assembly of claim 1, wherein the front shelf
portion rotates downward and forward from the raised
position to the lowered position, and further wherein the rear
shell portion moves from the rearward position to the
forward position as the front shell portion moves from the
raised position to the lowered position.

5. The shelf assembly of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
rotatable arms includes first and second pairs of rotatable
arms, wherein the first pair of rotatable arms includes first
and second rotatable arms operably coupled with the first
and second brackets of the first set of rotation brackets of the
front shelf portion, and further wherein the second pair of
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rotatable arms includes first and second rotatable arms
operably coupled with the first and second brackets of the
second set of rotation brackets of the front shelf portion.

6. A shelfl assembly for an appliance, comprising:

a cabinet liner;

a shell support operably coupled with the cabinet liner;

a rear shelf portion slidably coupled with the shelf support
and movable between a forward position and a rear-
ward position;

a Iront shell portion positioned forward of the rear shelf
portion and movable between a raised position and a
lowered position, wherein the {front shell portion
includes first and second sets of rotation brackets
extending downwardly from a lower surface of the
front shelf portion on opposed sides of the front shelf
portion, wherein the first set of rotation brackets
includes a first bracket and an inwardly inset second
bracket, and further wherein the second set of rotation
brackets 1includes a first bracket and an inwardly inset
second bracket;

at least one rotatable arm configured to support pivoting
movement ol the front shelf portion, wherein the at
least one rotatable arm 1s operably coupled with the
cabinet liner at a first end and 1s operably coupled with
the front shelf portion at a second end; and

a connecting arm operably coupled with the rear shelf
portion at a first end and operably coupled with the
front shelf portion at a second end.

7. The shelf assembly of claim 6, wherein the rear shelf
portion 1s in the rearward position when the front shelf
portion 1s 1n the raised position.

8. The shelf assembly of claim 7, wherein the rear shelf
portion 1s 1 the forward position when the front shelf
portion 1s 1n the lowered position.

9. The shelf assembly of claim 6, including:

wherein the at least one rotatable arm includes first and
second pairs of rotatable arms, wherein the first pair of
rotatable arms includes first and second rotatable arms
operably coupled with the first and second brackets of
the first set of rotation brackets of the front shelf
portion, and further wherein the second pair of rotat-
able arms 1includes first and second rotatable arms
operably coupled with the first and second brackets of
the second set of rotation brackets of the front shelf
portion.

10. A shelf assembly for an appliance, comprising;

a cabinet liner;

a shell support operably coupled with the cabinet liner;

a rear shelf portion slidably coupled with the shelf support
between first and second positions;

a Iront shell portion positioned forward of the rear shelf
portion and movable between first and second posi-
tions, wherein the front shelf portion 1s substantially
co-planar with the rear shelf portion when the front
shelf portion 1s 1n the first position, and further wherein
the front shelf portion includes first and second sets of
rotation brackets extending downwardly from a lower
surface of the front shelf portion on opposed sides of
the front shelf portion, wherein the first set of rotation
brackets 1includes a first bracket and an inwardly inset
second bracket, and further wherein the second set of
rotation brackets includes a first bracket and an
inwardly inset second bracket;

a plurality of rotatable arms interconnecting the front
shell portion and the cabinet liner, wherein each rotat-
able arm of the plurality of rotatable arms 1s pivotally
coupled with the cabinet liner at a first end thereof and
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1s Turther pivotally coupled with the front shelf portion
at a second end thereof; and

a connecting arm interconnecting the rear shell portion
and one of the rotatable arms of plurality of rotatable
arms.

11. The shelf assembly of claim 10, further comprising;:

a connection bracket positioned on the rear shelf portion,
wherein a first end of the connecting arm 1s operably
coupled with the connection bracket.

12. The shelf assembly of claim 10, further comprising:

first and second supports positioned on opposing side-
walls of the cabinet liner and operably coupled with the
plurality of rotatable arms.

13. The shelf assembly of claim 12, wherein the first and
second supports are itegrally formed with the shelf support
as a unitary member.

14. The shelf assembly of claim 10, wherein the front

shell portion 1s substantially parallel with the rear shelf
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portion and vertically spaced-apart from the rear shelf
portion when the front shelf portion 1s 1n the second position.

15. The shelf assembly of claim 10, wherein the plurality
of rotatable arms includes first and second pairs of rotatable
arms coupled to opposed sides of the cabinet liner and
opposed sides of the front shelf portion.

16. The shelf assembly of claim 10, wherein the rear shelf
portion 1s 1n the first position when the front shelf portion 1s
in the first position.

17. The shelf assembly of claim 16, wherein the rear shelf
portion 1s 1n the second position when the front shelf portion
1s 1n the second position.

18. The shelf assembly of claim 10, further comprising;:

a rotatable plate operably coupled with one of the front
shelf portion and the rear shelf portion.
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