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citizen of the Dmted States, residing

the same. | -
- The purpose of my present invention is to
provide means whereby water, preferably
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70 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jorx BUtmﬂ.;e;*'Escntm:rj 2
at
Anniston, in the County of C‘Llhoun and
State of Aleque have invented new and
useful Impweemente in Illuminated Signs,

‘of which the following is a specification. _
This invention relates to improvements in

illummated signs, and has particular appli-
cation to double faced signs of the general
character disclosed in my prior ‘Lpphcetlon
filed May 19, 1914, Sr. No. 839,624,
In my afor es*‘ud epnhmtwn I disclose an
1luminated sign embodying, among other

features, a face plate cut out to form the let-

ters or ehflmeter s, a reflector disposed be-

mnd the face plate, and a source of light,
inter-

such as one or more electric lamps,
posed between the face plate and 1e&eeter
and projecting its rays upon the reflector so

that the light will be proj jected through the
on to 1111.1mmete

letters or ehm a,cters of the e

rain water, may be supplied to the interior

of the sign to wash off the lamps and keep
the same clear and thus prevent the lamps

trom being coe‘ted fmd clouded with  dust

and dirt and Impalring the 111L1m111etm0‘

efiiciency of the sign. : |
A further ob]ect of the mventmn is to pro-

vide a novel construction and arrangement
of double refiector, for projecting the light

rays through Spaced p%mllel face plfLLe.a, £0-

gether vlth means cooperating with the re-
flector by which the reflector serves as a me-

dium for eonducemo the W“Ltel or Cleang1ﬂo'
fiuid to the lamps. . |

With the fm" eooINg and other objeets in

view, the mvention cons**sts of the features
ot eoneh uction, combination and a rrange-

ment of parts herem fully described aﬂd-
claimed, reference bemcr had te the accom-

panwng drawings in Wthh e

KFigure 1 18 a f%ee view of a 810‘11 con-
st lllCqu in qeeoraance with the Uresent 1n-
Fig. 2 18 a vertical 1011@1"511(111:1&1-

ventlon.

sectlon on lme 29 of I‘w 3. I‘w 318 a

vertical transverse c-*ee‘m(:):rl on lime 3-——8 ol

- Hig. 2. Hig. 415 a top plan view of the sign.

55

}'410. 5 15 & hermontﬂ tmnswerse section on
—> ot Ifig. 2. Ifig. 6 is a perspective

lme
view of the reflector.

Referr
drfmecrs 1 designates a substentla,llv Tec-

':u,blfr fastened thereto.
stance, each face plate 2
series oi openings 3, arranged to simulate

ity of the sign.

~other face phte or gign, and vice versa, the

ing now more particularly to the _

tfmcrul v frame eensuueted of any suitable
meterml while 2, 2 indicate face plates clos-
ing the 0“*313081@8 Sldes of the frame and suit-

1s cut out to form a

letters or characters. Dlspesed immediately

‘behind each face plaﬁre 2 and in face to face

contact therewith is a screen 4, having the
edges thereof suttably secured to the nner
walls of the frame. This screen 1s prefer-

o _'*1bh,f coated with some suitable sort of re-
| ﬂeeunﬂ metelml such as Wmte emmeel and.

qmtably arr aneed within the bottom of the

frame are mmndeseent lamps 5, Wherebv the
“1nterior of the f frame, sign or ea,smcr is 1llum-
inated and light pf'o]eeted 10 emst a cen-

trally dls]:)osed and double 1eﬂeet0r 6, where-
by rays are projected outwardly thrmw*h the

screens 4 and openings 3 in the face p]atee, .
_thereby 111111’111]:1%1110 the characters or le‘i— _
ters of the sign. |

Jn pr‘wtlce the reflector 6 cons1sts of a
pmr of concavo convex plates 7 of
ot othei

In the present m- .o

" aluminium .
- suitable material, which plates are
'-swuwd at their upper s;tde edges to the side
‘walls of the frame near 'Lhe top thereof and

65

70
75

80

thence depend in cemferﬂmﬂ relation to a

pomt about midway of tl're 11e10‘ht of the.cas-
ing,

the lower or proximate edﬂes of said

85

reflector plates being suitably united and the

concaved faces of s said plates being arranged
opposite the respective face plates so that the

light rays from the lamps will be reflected
both outwardly and downwardly through

the openings 3, thereby illuminating both

the clmmctus 01" letters as well as the VICIN-
In practice, the faces of the
double conea "red screen are so arranged that
one ef the surfaces of said reflector and the
fors .-_umnouq material or screen of one face

plate or sign form a pack ground for the

screens of the particular signs actmo to
break up the light rays and 1"ender the re-

flector and hmps within the casing mvisible.

The sides of the frame or casing extend

upward at the top to form a catch basin 8

for rain or wash water, which basin i1s 1n

90

o
)1

10

communication with the 111te1"10r of the 810'11 -

through a desired number of openings 9 in
‘the top of the casing.
“basin flows through ‘these openings into the
space,
_fermed by the reflector 6, and at the pomt of
mergence of the plates of seld reflector the

chamber or V-shaped trough 10

The water from the

——
[ |



latteris f rmed Wlbh 0pen1n0*s 11 which may
- be equal in number and coincide in arrange-
~ ment with the openings 9 for the dl%chm*oe
of the water into the casing.
11 are of a size to permit the water to di r1p

10

- dripping

sa1d bulbs,.

outwardly therethrough and to flow along
depeﬂmno mnductmﬂ‘ wires or filame

the - mmridescent lamps so that the water
from the filaments will flow upon
By this means the bulbs will be

washed clear of all dirt .;md dust Wlu,nevet

water is supplied to the sign during
rall or when a suitable amount of water is
placed within the basin 8 for distribution.
The bulbs may thus be kept clean so that the

amount of light projected by the lamps will
- not be 111’113‘1,11‘6{1 or (:melshed

20

~ the lamp bulbs may be allm ed to discharge -

25

30
supplied, -

35

50

having - &

t will of course be understood that the wa-

ter and dust or dirt dislodged thereby from

through sm‘tfi,ble openings 12°, in the bottom
of the sien casing, all the Tl’lOlStUl‘e allowed
to e?&porate and the dust and dirt to settle

_fc}r' removal at stat ed 1mtervals, the maln

purpose of the invention being to insure the
keeping of the lamp bulbs washed and free
from dust or cther clouding agents, so that

action, 1t
or other
any suit-

cleansing flui d may be Supphed n

able manner to the gutter or oasin 8, the in-
“vention not being 111 nbed 1n this p 11L1011h1.

I claim :— | N
. An 111u1n1nabed swn mcludmfr a2 casing

o "..-ha,vmﬁ 8 face plate, a source of Lght com-
a0
~ ceptacle for a cleansing liquid in said casing,
cand means for conductmﬁ the same to the
lamps to keep the lamp Globes clear.

posed’ of ome or more electric lamps, a re-

2. An 1lluminated sign 1‘1011 ding a ca

Dlobes to keep the same clear.
3 An illuminated sign including a cas-

ng provided with a c&tch basin, a face plate,
1*eﬂect0r fermmg 2 conductor ad%pted to

‘The openings

nis 12 -
the IGWQI‘ ends of Whlch terminate above or
~are disposed 1n proximity to the bulbs of

& l‘LLlIl-

full Volume of light WIH at all tlmes be
While rehfmce may be. pjaced-
~upon rain water for the washing

will be evident tha;t the wwter

.Sing
face 1:}1&1:@ 11111111111‘1’51110 ‘means
within the casing eonsisting of one or more
electric lamps, a reflector formmﬂ 8 COm-
.- ductor and means for conducting a cleans-
ng fluid from said reflector to the hmp

1,157,504

receive a cleansing fluid from said catch

basin, a source of light within the casing
consisting of one or more electric Iamps, and

~means for conducting a cleansing fluid from

said reflector to the lamp bulbs to keep the
same clear.

4, An i humnated sion 1ncluding a casing
having its top fov med to provide a mtvh

“basin having openings, a face plate, a re-

fiector forming a channel cecmmunicating
with said cpenings, a source of hght con-
sisting of one or more electric lamps, and
condwtfn for conveying a cleansing fluid
from the channel to the lamps.

5. An 1lluminated sign inecluding a casing

having a catch basin and a face plate, a re-

flector providing a conductor communicat-
1ng with the cateh basin, electric lamps with-
in the casing, and ﬁlmnents leading from
the channel for conducti; 15; a clemnsmﬂ fluid
to the lamns.
An illuminated sign including a frame
hm ing a catch basin at the top thele(}f, and
o face plate, a reflector providing a treugh
communteating with said basin, one or more

electric hmps, and drip wires for conduct-

ing a cleansing agent from said trough to
the lamps.

An 1lluminated sign including a easing
h“vm » o catch basin at the top thereof Pro-
mded “with openings, a VY- shaped reflector
forming a trough communicating with said
(*1&11 basin throu gh said epemings and hav-
ing discharge openings at the point of con-
vergence of 1ts side portions, lamps within
the casing, and filaments for conclucting a
cleansing ﬁmd trem the discharge openIngs
to the lamps. -

8. An illuminated sign 111@111(]1112 A
having a face plate, a source of light com-
pesed of one or more elocb 1¢ Lunps a water
1"ece13tﬂcle m sald ca 51112, a catch basin for
rain water communicating with said recepta-
cle, and means for conducting the water
fromn said receptacle to the lamps to cleanse
the globes thereof. ' -

Tn tebtlmomr whereof I aflix my signature
1n presence ot two Wltnes ses. |

JOIIN DBUTEN S(““H()N

YVitnesses:
Joursa . NONNENMACHER,
" ’:W. P. ACKER,

Gopieg oﬁ this patent may be obtamed for five cents each, by addressing the * Q@mmlsswner °f Patents,

Washmgton, ]
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