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 ALBERT W. DICKERSON, OF GALION,

OHIO.

MML;BAG_"‘QATGHER;

T all whom 4t ma J (30?%06?”?1. -

Be it known that I, ArBerT W DI(“I{IL;R
soN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Galion, in the county of Morrow and
State of Ohm have invented certain new

and wusetul Improvements in  Mail - Bag
Catchers, of which the followmg 1S & spe01--
fication. - :
" This invention relates to 1mprovemen‘ts n

railway mail bag or pouch catchers, as mn

recelving or ta]_{mﬂ‘ the mail bag or pouch at

a station, 1t being equally adapted for tak-
ing or catching the pouch upon a post as
upon a car.

The mventmli h‘ms for its. ob] ect to o*reaﬂy i
- simplify the construction and arrangement
of the parts and to facilitate their opemtion-_

and ftpphmtlon for use.. |
A further object 1s to promote celemtv of

action and to insure cermmty of th@ cmtch—.

- ing action of the device.
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. restrict myself in these particulars, as any
chfm oes or HlOdIﬁC‘ltl(}I‘]S mav be made there-
in- which mav fall within the scope of the
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40
. 1ngin set position, the section bemﬂ' taken on
the line 3—3 of Fig. 1. TFig.41isa lonmtud1~-

- 4b

5B

'lme 5—5 of Fig. 1.
- a modification of mv invention,
Douch catching members bemﬂ' shown fts,
hmﬂ'edlv Connected toa'ether | =
~ In carrying out my. m‘ventmn I su1tmbh?’ )
fix to the usual suspending pwated member -
or bar 1, about centrally thereof and at rlght'
“angles, a shaft 2, and upon- this shaft is
mounted or sleeved so as to turn thereon a
tubular shaft 3., it bemo* appreciated that -
the bar or member 1 is sm‘tably positioned
~or hung in ths mmner‘ W&H undemtmd-

- A still further object is to carry 011t the_; -'
aforesaid ends with expedﬁttmn and despatch.

The invention, therefore, consists of the

combination and arrﬂnﬂemmt of parts sub-
. stantially as heremafter fully d1sclef~=ed md-

defined by the appended clmms |
~'While 1n the accompanying" dmwmos 18

illustrated the preferred embodiment of my

invention, it Wﬂl be understood that T do not

claims without departmﬂ' from the spirit of
my invention, and in which dr AWINgs :

TFigure 1 is a plan view of my mful pouch."-

catcher as set for catching or receiving a
mail pouch. Fig. 2 is a similar view thereof

as when not set or ouf of use. Fig.3 is acen-
tml Vertlcal transverse section thereof 1t be-

nal sectmn taken on the line 4—4 of T Tig. 1.
Fig. 5 is a transverse section taken on the
I‘1g 6 is a plan view of
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the ‘mail

Pammi@d %ﬂpﬁ: 28, 191@

tr %nsversely of the entmnce or doerﬁ:’vay" of
o, mail car, at the upper end thereof.. The

“bar or member 1 has projecting therefrom
within cﬂmfement orasp of the operator a

hand bar 4 for the SLIlt’lble manipulation of
the catcher. .

and in the b"u" or’ member 1 is an

6.0

The sleeve or shaft 8 has fixed =
‘thereto, at one end, a disk-5, ‘which, how-

‘ever, may be an arm, having an qperture 6
| therem

6o

apertu: "e 7, into registration or coincidence

= ]

tures whez

thus brought into registration or

“with which. is ‘LIT‘ﬂ‘ﬂﬂed to be brought the
aforesaid aperture by suitably tummﬂ' the
~mail pouch catcher, as in reversing Lhe same
~to accommodate the direction in Wthh the

car is to be run;-as will be appreciated. A
pin 8is; of course, inserted into these aper- -

- coincidence to maintain the catcher in fixed
“relation with respect to fthe carr ymg or pw-_,
~oting bar 1.

Al bhifurcated bwr or for k 9 :f(—:a-f::el‘»?es.J and is .
suitably fulcrumed as at 10, upon the sleeve -

or ‘shaft 3 so as to smt%blv p1vot thereon,

‘an opening 11 bem.g prwlded in said fork

for its apphcamon to said shaft and which

apparent.. The fork or member 9 is auto-

“opening is somewhat elongated to allow of
- obliquity or limited arcuate movement of the
Ttork, the purpose of which will be presently

85 .

~matically or’ resiliently held or drawn to-

ward one side:of the mtcher and so as to

intercept the longitudinal medial line there-
of by the action - of

clearly seen in Fig. 3.

preferably - duplicate -
_ sprmﬂ*s 12 %ultably connected thereto. and to

fixed opposite points, as upon the ﬁnger as

00 )

Suitably fulerumed at or near one end in

| %11 elonﬂ'ated opennw 13 in the fork or mem-
ber
the fork, said trip being pleferablv in the ..
form of a cylindrical pin with its pivot 102
passing Vertlczzll
.--thrmwh neqr one end, while near the op
site end of said trip 1s a. Shoulder 15 as the
resultant of reducing the trip __
‘tion of the latter end the function of which

915 a trip or retaining member 14 for

v fmd tmnsverﬁely there-

shoulder will be presentl seen..

A fl’lO'E‘JI' 16 of )refemblv the'éeneml: |
outline as- d1sclosed bemg

po-

of the approxi-

95

1060

in the direc-

mate contour of ‘the fork, it, however, hav-

“ing but a single or central tine-like forma,- o
tmn 1€ smtmbl fixed to the sleeve or shaft 8
at thqt end of the latter opposite which the __

fork is applied. The finger 16 has an aper- °

ture 17 armnged to.receive and provide for

-“i:he mwemem therein of ihe ‘tnp or retmm



liminary to the catching of ‘the mail pouch

the. latter being received or caught between
the finger and fork. At this juncture the

15

ng membe1 14 for the fork the shoulder of
“the retaining member or tmp being arranged

F1g. 1. The trip or retaining member 14 is

the automatic engagement of the shoulder

f the trip with the edge of the aperture in
‘the finger as the fork is moved away from

the finger, as in positioning the fork pre-

- mail pouoh contacts with the trip 14 and dis-

| -'enga oes the shoulder of the latter from the

inger, accordingly providing for the instant

| automatlo movement of the fork towerd the

20 ‘finger, causing the forcible gripping of the
"~ mail pouch between the finger and fork. -
- In the modification as suggested by Fig. 6 .
it will be observed that, in lieu of the above
described or: preferred form of applvmﬂ' the
fork, the latter may have a sliding move-

95
~ ment upon the sleeve or shaft bearing the

- same and be hinged or pivoted at its inner

- end to the finger, as at 15, which will pro--
vide for the fork heVan' e, llke actlon as"
aforesaid. L -

- In operatlon, bv O‘raspmg the hand ba,r of
‘the pivoting bar 1 and suitablv disposing the.
ea,teher with the forward end thereof facing

.~ in the direction of the mail: pouch, sup-

85 posedly suspended from-the usual post (not

~ shown) positioned contiguous to the railway

30

- track, such mail pouch Wlll ‘be received or

ceught between the fork and ﬁncfer of the
catcher as the mail car ‘passes. the mail-
_pouoh—suspendmcr post, and as the mail
pouch is.thus taken from the latter said mail
pouch will, by reason of the precipitate ac-

. ~ tion of the l%tter foreibly contact the trip

4

14, which action will accordingly disengage
‘the shoulder of said trip from the edge of the

- aperture 17, allowing the trip to hzwe move-

55

 of the operator for removal into the car, as

ment 1. seld aperture with the thrusting of

the fork towerd the finger under the action

- of its spring, as before exolemed the re-

| 50

pouch between said fork and fi nger. _

further actuating the catcher, by the samie

. means, the catcher may be disposed, with the
,eﬁ'ectwely held mail pouch, so that the latter

sultant  being - the gripping of the mall

may be brought within the convenient reach

: - will be readily appreciated. -

- It is apparent. that my catcher may. be "
© 0 equally suspended in position from a mail-
.pouch-suspendm post, instead of upon the -
car, for talﬂn a mful pouch thelefxom mto

a car.

~ tures of my mvent:ton of simplicity of con-

' 65 structmn of the parts, of its ready actuatlon,f

Tt is thou ht thai: the ehmractemstm fea-

BV
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caught have all been made clearly. apparent

T claim:

TIOGI' a resl.

and of eﬂ'ectweness of cetchmfr the mful.

| - pouch and retaining the mail pouch after
- to engage the 1nner edge of the aperture of -

. - the finger, as will appear -especially from

from the foregoing descuptlon md the ac-
companying 1llustrat1011
also controlled by a resilient member or -
spring 17* suitably connected thereto and to
a fixed pomt as on the finger, so as to effect -

1. A device of ohe type desembed melud--_'_j
ing a suspending pivoted member lmvmﬂ' a,

fixed shaft at right angles-thereto, a Second_i_g i
‘shaft sleeved upon- the ‘thlP‘S&ld sha_,t and

vy
“having fixed thereto a TP

Lently -

actuated fork poatloned to have movement -

‘upon the sleeved shaft, and a resiliently -
actuated trip pivoted to said fork and hav-

80
of the trip being movable throuO'h said fin-
ger and having Jits sald shoulder enﬂ'aglnor

g a shoulder at its free end, said free end

the finger.

9. A device of the type deserlbed molud—._ .

ng a suspending pivoted member havmg a
.._ﬁ*ied shaft at right angles thereto, a second
shaft turning upon the aforesaid ehaft and
“having ﬁxed thereto at one end a finger; a

85

re51l1entlxr actuated fork positioned to have

‘movement upon said second shaft opposite
said finger, and a: ‘resiliently actuated trip
pivoted in said fork and having a shoulder
at its free end, said trip bemg received by
an aperture in said-finger, and its said shoul-
“der engaging the ﬁnﬂ*er et the edﬂ*e of said

aperture

‘8. A device of the the descmbed mclud-
g a suspending pivoted member lmvmg a.
- fixed shaft at right angles thereto, a second
shaft sleeved upon the aforesaid shaft and
‘having fixed thereto a finger; a
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resﬂlentlv ..

actuated fork ‘positioned: to have move-

ment upon said second shaft, opposite said

finger, means effecting hing ed or pivoted .

connection  between sald forlz: and. said

finger, and a resiliently actuated trlp tul-

crumed in saild fork and received in an

aperture in said finger, said trip having a
shoulder at its free end arranged for en- =

gagement with said finger, at the edge of the

| apertme in the finger.

4. A device of the type descrlbed 1nclud-—
ing a suspending pivoted bar havi ing a fixed

shaft at right angles thereto, a tubular shaft .
~carried by and arranﬂ*ed to" turn upon the

110
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aforesaid shaft and h‘wmo' fixed to one end

a finger, a resiliently controlled tork ful-
~crumed -upon -said tubular shaft and itself L
having fulecrumed therein a 1e51l]e11tlv con- .
trolled trip having a shoulder near its free
end, said finger hfwmcr an aperture receiving
-said free end of the tmp, the shoulder of saad
trip arranged to engage s
) edsge of said aperture. - |
5. A device of the type. deserlbed 1nelud— _
ing'a suspending mvoted member hevmsz a
~fixed shaft at right angles thereto; a fixed

120 .

le ﬁnﬂ'er et the_

125

finger, means. prowdmg for carrying said

posmon of sald ﬁnger earrymg means, Wlth

'ﬁnﬂ‘er upon said shaft, means for fixing the - S
180
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respect to said'piveted?member,.e,'iresiliehtly |
actuated fork positioned to have movement
toward

being movable throu oh
said finger and hzwmﬁ' its ehoulder engaging
salc ﬁncrer
6. A devme of the type described, melud-
ing a suspending pivoted member havmg a,

ﬁxed shaft at right-angles thereto, a fixed
- finger, means pr ev1d1ng for carrying sald

finger upon said shaft, means for fixing the

p051t1011 of the said ﬁnﬂ*er -carrying means

with respect to said suependmg pivoted
member,

sald finger at one end, and a re-
siliently actuated trip pivoted to said fork
and having a shoulder near its free end, said -
free end of the trip

‘resiliently controlled fork posi-

tioned upon said ﬁnger oerrwng means to 5

fork and having a shoulder near its opposite

~have slidable movement thereon toward said =
inger at one end, means effecting pivoted or
~hinged connectlon between said finger and
ferk at thelr inner ends, and a resﬂlenth _
“controlled trip pivoted at one end in said

20

or free end, said free end of said trip being

movable through said finger and hevmg 1ts
shoulder engaging said ﬁn(rer -

25

In testimony whereof I aflix m‘y 51gnf1ture

n. presence of two witnesses.
ALBERT W. DICKERSON
Wltnesses s
Frawx BAKBR

. C "\IARSHMAﬁ

Gepwe of this petent may be obteined fer five cents each by addressmg the s Commmsmner ef Pa.tents,
- - Washington, D. C ” -
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