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~and to provide a simple,
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g ASPER'- NEWTON RICKLES, OF ALTOONA, ALABAMA.

PICTURE-HANGER. =

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAspEr

Altoona, in the county of Etowah and State
of Alabama, have invented a new and useful

Picture-Hanger, of which the following isa

spuecification. .
The invention relates to improvements in
picture hangers. o |
The object of the present invention 1s to
improve the construction of picture hangers
_ practical, and ef-
ficient device, adapted to be readily applied
to a picture, and capable of securely sus-
pending the same from a picture molding or

2 nail, and equipped with means for permit-
ting the picture to be readily adjusted to any.

angle to enable the same to be arranged 1n

the most advantageous position for display-

20

vide a picture

20

ing it, and also to facilitate cleaning or dust-
ing it and to provide & shelf when desired.

Another object of the invention 1s to pro-
hanger adapted to support an
ornament in position for conceéaling the at-
taching and adjusting means; SO that the
picture hanger will present a highly orna-

mental appearance.

. With these and other objects 1n view the

L

invention consists in the construction and

30

30

novel combination of parts hereinafter fully
described, illustrated In the accompanying

drawing, and pointed out in the claims ap-
- pended hereto,

it being understood that
various changes in the form, proportion,
size and minor details of construction, with-

in the scope of the claims, may be resorted

to without departing from the spirit or

40
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of attaching the flexible connection to the

‘same. - Fig. 4 is an enlarged rear elevation

- of the same,

sacrificing any of the advantages of the 1n-
vention. o .

In the drawing :—Figure 1 isa front eleva-
tion of a picture hanger constructed in ac-
cordance with this invention and shown ap-
plied to a picture. Iig. 2 is a side elevation
the picture molding being In
section. Fig. 3 is a rear elevation of the pic-
ture shown in Fig. 1, illustrating the manner

~ of the picture hanger, the flexible connection

50

‘an enlarged central vertical sectional view

~nd the ornament being omitted. Fig. 5 1s

of the same, the front plate or ornament and

the flexible connection being shown. - Fig. 6

-

is a transverse sectional view on the line
6—6 of Fig. 9. - -

Like numerals of reference designate cor-

specification of -Letfers?ate‘nt.'. |

N. Rickres, a
citizen of the United States, residing at

adapted to
ture molding
Fig. 5 of the drawing.

beads of

- jected

Patented Sept. 28, 1915.

 Application filed June 4,1914. Serial No. 842,974,

In the accompanying dl‘aWing,' in which

is illustrated the preferred embodiment of

the invention, 1 designates a hanger frame
consisting of a single piece of stout wire or

other suitable material bent at an inter-
mediate point to form a bottom ‘approxi-
mately U-shaped loop 2 and substantially

inverted.- U-sha,.ped side .IZ)OI‘tiOIlS 3, formlng

front and rear upright guides 4 and 5. The
bottom ‘loop 2, which is arranged horizon-

tally, is composed of spaced sides and a

transverse connecting bar or portion 6, the

sides being connected with the front guides

responding parts in all the figures of the
“drawing. " - '

60
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4 by return bends 7, arranged In the verti-

cal planes of the sides of the bottom loop
and forming supports for the lower ends of
the rear guides 5. Instead of constructing
the hanger frame of a single piece of wire

in the particular manner shown, it may be of
_any other preferred construction, involving

75

the essential features, viz: the front and rear

ypright guides and the lower transverse bar

or portlon.

The. hanger'ffame 18 e.quiplped‘ at its up-
per portion with a relatively fixed hanger

plate 8, provided near its upper end with an

inwardly or rearwardly extending portion 9,
it against and rest upon a pic-
10, ag clearly illustrated 1n
The upper end of
the plate 8 is provided with a jaw 11 con-
sisting of a plate or plece provided at the

lower edge with projecting teeth 12 extend-

ing below the portion 9 of the plate 3 and
“adapted to engage the upper

face of the pic-

80
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ture molding 1n rear of the top bead there- '

of, whereby the hanger frame may be se-
curely hooked on the picture molding. The

teeth of the upper jaw are adapted to embed -

themselves in the picture moiding to facili-
tate a firm and secure attachment ol the de-

vice to the said molding. The fixed hanger

plate 8 is bent and slightly flanged at 1ts side

and top marginal edges to stiffen it, and it is

provided at opposite sides of its lower por-
tion with beads 13, which firmly embrace the

front guides 4 of the hanger frame. The
the hanger plate are arranged at
the front and rear

the crotch formed by
ouides, so that the weight to which 1t 1s sub-
. ‘will maintain it 1 proper position.
" The rear guides 5 receive a slidable clamp-

 ing member 14 consisting of a plate bent at

the side edges to form sleeves or beads 15

99
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‘to slidably embrace the rear guides, and

provided at the upper edge with projecting
teeth 16, adapted to engage the molding at
the bottom thereof, whereby the molding is

rmly gripped between the fixed jaw of the

hanger plate and the slidable clamping jaw

or member 14. The slidable Jaw or clamp-

1ng member 14 is yieldably maintained in

. engagement with the picture molding by

10

~ lower ends of the rear guides and seated

colled springs 17, disposed on the rear guides
and 1nterposed between the clamping plate

or-Jaw 14 and short sleeves 18 located at the

~ upon the return bends 7. The slidable

ST

clamping plate or member 14 is provided

- with an inverted key hole slot or opening

20

19, adapted to enable the device to be sus-
- pended from a nail or similar headed fas-
tening device. The key hole slot or opening -

19 consists of a lower enlarged portion and

a constricted upper portion, which is adapt-

ed to engage the back of the head of a nail

- after the head has been passed through the

_ lower enlarged portion of the opening.

30
- yond the’ plane of the guides 4 and is split

The front guides receive a slide 20 con-
structed of stout sheet metal or other suit-
able material,” and provided at opposite
sides of its. upper portion with sleeves or
beads 21, which slidably embrace the front

guides 4 of the hanger frame. ‘The lower

- longitudinally at spaced points to provide

35

40

a bifurcated lower portion 22 and a pro-

jecting supporting tongue 23. The sides of

‘the lower bifurcated portion are bent to
Torm sleeves. or bearings 24, in which are
secured the terminals of a transverse shaft

or- spindle 25, upon which is mounted a

series of sprocket teeth 27, forming an in-
tervening groove 28 adapted to receive a

picture cord to enable either a plain picture

cord or a chain 29 to be employed as a flexi-

from the hanger. The chain, which meshes

“with one of the sets of sprocket teeth, is
centrally secured at one end 31 to the pic-

90 ture frame at the top thereof, and its other

55

80

end is connected with the bottom of the

‘picture frame by a wire 32, centrally se-

cured to the chain and extending therefrom

‘to the side portions of the bottom- of the
picture frame, as clearly illustrated in Fig.
‘3 of the drawing. - -~ S
The slide is yieldably supported in an-ele-
- vated position by coiled springs 33 when
. 1t 1s not subjected to the weight of the Ppic-
ture,  which is adapted to compress the
spring 33 and carry the sprocket wheel into
engagement with the bottom transverse bar

or connecting portion 6 of the hanger

. Trame, whereby the sprocket wheel is locked
against rotation and the picture secured in

portion and spaced

_.;;:”. <
s
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its ad]ustment " “The coiled sprmgs 33 are

arranged upon the front guides and inter-
posed between the return bends and the
sleeves or beads 13 of the front slide, and
‘when the picture is lifted and the slide re-
- lieved of the weight thereof, ‘the coiled
springs 33 operate to move the slide up-
wardly and carry the sprocket wheel out of |
~engagement with the bottom  transverse
J 5
sprocket wheel is then-free:to rotate and
the picture may be adjusted to arrange it at

portion 6 of the hanger frame. The

any angle. This will enable the picture to

‘be most advantageously displayed, and also

will facilitate dusting and cleaning the pic-
ture, and at the same time, enable the pic-

70

80

ture to be arranged in a horizontal position,
when desired, to form a shelf. - ..

No claim is made in the pl"éseﬁ'tf appllca- o

~tion to the ‘specific- construction of the
sprocket wheel and the particular means
for mounting the same. .

~The tongue 23, which is curved out-

85

wardly and downwardly over the upper

portion of the sprocket wheel, forms a sup-

port for a front plate 34, riveted or other-
‘wise secured to the projecting supporting

tongue and adapted to conceal the hanging

97

‘and adjusting means.. The front plate is -
‘preferably in the form-of a bird with out-
~stretched wings; and as it is carried solely

95 -

by the slide, 1t will not interfere with the
relative adjustment of the slide ‘and the

hanger frame T
- What is claimed is:— .

1. A picture hanger including a hanger
frame having

| gllldeS, | a, hanger: plate se-
cured to the hanger frame and projecting

- toothed jaw for hooking over and engaging

the picture molding at the top thereof, a

said guides and -having teeth to engage the

moving theslidable clamping member into

engagement. with the molding.

2. A hanger or holding bracket including
a trame having guides, a plate secured to
the frame and provided with-a fixed jaw for
hooking over and engaging ‘a molding- at

100

| . above the same and provided with a fixed -
sprocket wheel 26. The sprocket wheel 26
‘18 composed of a hub

105

“shidable clamping member mounted on the

-picture molding at the bottom thereof, and
( _ ~spring actuated means for automatically
- ble connection for suspending a picture 30

110

115

one side, a movable clamping member pro-

-vided at opposite sides with means for slid-
ably engaging said- guides, said clamping
member being also provided with means for
““engaging the molding at the other side, and -
springs disposed on. the guides -and ar-
ng membper in- -
~wardly toward the.fixed jaw. . - -

ranged to urge the clamp

. 8. A picture hanger including a hanger

frame provided with —spaced guides, a
hanger plate secured to the hanger frame
‘and provided with means for hooking over
~and engaging the top of the picture mold-

Ing, and a clamping member slidable along

120

125
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with projecting

1,154,887

the guides and provided between the same
means for engaging be-
neath the picture molding, said clamping
member being also provided between the
ouides with a nail recelving opening.

4, A picture hanger Including a hanger
frame, a hanger plate rigidly secured at 1ts
lower portion to the hanger frame and hav-
ing its upper portion bent rearwardly and
shaped to fit a picture molding, and a fixed
jaw secured to the plate at the upper end
thereof and provided with engaging teeth

Copies of this patent mﬁy be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the

projecting

3

| below the plane of the rear-
wardly bent portion of the hanger plate,
and a slidable clamping member mounted
on the hanger frame and codperating with
the hanger plate to grip the molding.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

JASPER NEWTON RICKLES.

Witnesses: | |

| H. M. CANNLINS,
J. H. Exrvison.

“ Commissioner of Patents,.

Washington, D. C.”
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