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70 At WAOM T MAY CONCETN
De 1t known that I, Winriars Fowrzr, a
cifizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city of (inecinnafi, in the county of
Hasmlton and State of Chio, have invented
2 cerfain new and useful Improvement in
futer soleg for Dhoes, of which the fellew-

*

f—d &

ng is a full, clear; and exact deseription,
refevence being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming pari of this specification.

My mvention relates te a2 novel construe-
tion of outer soles for shoes. Its object is
thresfold. | _

it consists firstly, in the production of a
uniform light edge of the sole in the shank;
secondly, in the reduction of the weight of
the shoe; and thirdly, in the saving of s
portion oi the leather for other purposes.

1t 15 old 1n the art to bevel the edge of the
sole at each side of the shank for the purpose

_. vo reduce the thickness of the same. This,

however, does not produce a uniform thick-
ness of the edge because the shape of the
sele has to be trimmed in accordance with
the Iine of the inseam and thus more ig cut
- away on same paris of the beveled edge than
on others, hence the result is an uneven
taickness o1 the edge. One of the cbjects of
the invention is to remedy this difficulty,

In carrying ouf my invention, I take off a

splif of the ilesh sids of the scle from the

18
balil to the breast of the heel. The sole, thus
prepared, aside trom the advantages nhove
o

tated, eiiables me o produce with less labor
o more periect, uniform light edge of the
scle 1n the shank, than by the process used
at presend. o

=

Thess cbjects I accomplish by that certain

method of cubting or splitting the sole, to ba
hereinafter more specifically deseribed, and
15 novelty duly claimed. |
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view
¢ soie. INg. 2 is a side view, TFig. 3 is

a perspective view of the split. |
i'ne outer sole of a shoe which is cut out
s oaovmfora thickness and to the proper size
desived last, has o flesh side 1 {(un-
owineis 1 turned upwardlv when
i mon shoe, and a smooth side 2
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which is turned downwardly. The portions
of the sole are the toe portion 3, ending at
the ball 4, the shank 5 ending at the breast
0 of the heel seat, and the heel seat 7. -
in my new method of preparing the sole
1 make a cut clear across the sole at the ball
o1 the shank on the flesh side of the sole by
an appropriate slicing machine. I split off

a8 portion of leather 8 from the shanlk. This
- portion 8 af the iine where the initial eut is

made 18 net as thick as the balance of the

spitt, bub the split except at the points where

o0

25

the cut is started and finished is of 2 uni- |

vorm thickness 8. The split terminates st

the breast of the heel, and is taken off of the

whole widsh of the shank, leaving, exeept at

it

the ball of the shank and the breast of the
heel, a uniform thin edge for the shank.

1'he split is thus of sufiicient size and thick-
ness {0 be used in making heel lifts, for ex-
ample, and 1n other ways not necessary to
mention, wherein a small piece of leather is
employed. The sole will be considerably
tighter owing to the removal of this spli,
resulilng in a lighter shoe. Moreover, at the
pail of the shank, the shoe will be more flexi-

ble. But a single cuiting is necessary in-

stead of & shaving down of segment-shaped
pieees at each side of the scle, and the re-
sulting edge on the shank ¢of the sole will he

-of o perfecily uniform thinness.

Having thus described my invention, what
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I claim as new and desire to securs by Let- -

ters Patent, 18— |
1. A leather outer sole for shoes having a
shank portion from the flesh side of which o
spitf of leather has been cut, leaving said
shanl portion of uniform thickness through-
out, and of less thickness than adjacent por-
tions of the sole. | |
2. A leather outer sole for shoes having a
shank portion from the flesh side of which a
split of leather has been cut, leaving said

‘shank pertion of uniform thickness through-.

out and of less thickness than adjacent por-
ticns of the sole, said cut terminating at the
breast of the heel and at the ball of the

shanir. |
W IM}J&M FOWLER.
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