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1
BICYCLE DERAILLEUR AND CONNECTION

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a divisional of and claims the benefit

of the filing date of U.S. Utility application Ser. No. 15/891,
036, filed Feb. 7, 2018, which claims the benefit of the filing
of U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 62/457,525, filed
Feb. 10, 2017, the entirety of which 1s incorporated by
reference herein and relied upon.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention generally relates to bicycle derailleurs, and
more specifically relates to an electric derailleur that can be
powered by an integrated battery or a remote battery and to
the geometry used for implementation.

BACKGROUND

Electric shifting systems for bicycles have batteries. In
some cases, 1t 1s a common battery that powers all the
components. Generally, the cables that transmit the power
also transmit the control signals. U.S. Pat. No. 6,741,045 B2,
for example, uses the same wire of a cable for power and for
control. This 1s commonly done to minimize the number of
conductors 1n a bundled cable. More recently, wireless
systems have been introduced that have individual batteries
at each component. The control signals should also be
wireless to achieve the full benefit of a wireless system.
Therefore, each wireless derailleur may have a wireless
receiver and a battery, such as a rechargeable and removable
battery. Wireless systems for use in bicycle shifting systems
are known, for example in US Patent Application Publica-

tion Number 2015/0111675 Al, which 1s herein incorpo-
rated by reference 1n 1ts entirety.

SUMMARY

In an embodiment, a drive train for a bicycle 1s provided.
The drive train includes an electric gear changer configured
to change a gearing of the dnive train, the electric gear
changer having a connecting portion configured for remov-
able attachment to a battery having a first coupling portion.
The drive train also includes an intermediate power connec-
tor having a second coupling portion configured for remov-
able attachment to the connecting portion of the electric gear
changer. The intermediate power connector 1s configured to
transmit power between a remote power source and the
clectric gear changer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a rnight side elevational view of a bicycle
according to one embodiment;

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of a wireless rear
derailleur having an attached battery according to one
embodiment;

FIG. 3 illustrates a derailleur having the configuration in
FIG. 2 and attached to a bicycle frame and positioned next
{0 a rear cassetie;

FIG. 4A 1s an orthogonal view of the derailleur 1n FIG. 3
with the battery attached and latched;

FIG. 4B 1s an orthogonal view of the derailleur 1n FIG. 3
with the battery removed;
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FIG. 5A 1s a cross sectional view taken along line SA-5A
of the derailleur 1n FIG. 4A with the battery attached and

latched;

FIG. 5B 1s the cross sectional view of the derailleur 1n
FIG. SA but with the battery partially attached and
unlatched:

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view of the battery in FIG. 3
illustrating a portion configured for connection to a bicycle
component;

FIG. 7 illustrates a block diagram of a derailleur having
an mtermediate power element and/or connector according
to one embodiment;

FIG. 8A 1s a cross sectional view of the intermediate
power element and/or connector having the configuration in
FIG. 7 with the power element and/or connector attached
and latched.

FIG. 8B 1s the cross sectional view of the intermediate
power element and/or connector in FIG. 8A but with the
power element and/or connector partially attached and
unlatched.

FIG. 9C 1s a perspective view ol the intermediate power
clement and/or connector in FIG. 7 illustrating a portion
configured for connection to a bicycle component;

FIG. 10 illustrates a block diagram of a derailleur having
an mtermediate power element and/or connector according
to one embodiment;

FIG. 11 illustrates a block diagram of a derailleur having
an 1mtermediate power element and/or connector according
to one embodiment;

FIG. 12 1llustrates a block diagram of a derailleur having
an 1mtermediate power element and/or connector according
to one embodiment;

FIG. 13 1llustrates a block diagram of a derailleur having
an 1mtermediate power element and/or connector according
to one embodiment:

FIG. 14 illustrates a block diagram of a derailleur having
an mtermediate power element and/or connector according
to one embodiment; and

FIG. 15 illustrates a flow chart of an example embodiment
for a method of controlling an e-bike.

Other aspects and advantages of the embodiments dis-
closed herein will become apparent upon consideration of
the following detailed description, wherein similar or i1den-
tical structures have similar reference numerals.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Integrating a wireless shifting system with an electric
bike, or e-bike, can take advantage of the comparably large
e-bike battery to power both the wireless shift devices and
other e-bike components, such as a power assist motor. The
e-bike battery 1s typically much higher in voltage and
capacity than the rear derailleur battery. For example, 36
volts and 11 amp-hours 1s a typical size for such an e-bike
battery. A component-level battery, such as the SRAM
c¢Tap™ battery, may be 8 volts and 300 milliamp hours.
Therefore, even a nearly depleted e-bike motor can effec-
tively provide power to a rear derailleur that 1s typically
powered with a component level battery. There 1s a need to
use the e-bike battery to power electric derailleurs that were
designed first to work with discrete component-level batter-
ies while making no or minimal changes to the derailleur.

It may also be advantageous 1n some cases to allow the
¢-bike system to control the operation of the derailleur.
Either through manually operated user interfaces, like
upshift and downshiit switches, or automatically, by param-
cters determined by the e-bike system.
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There are also 1ssues to address when wireless security 1s
considered with wireless communication systems. A shifting
or derailleur system using wired communication as known
in the prior art 1s self-contained and there 1s no chance of
anyone taking over control of the shifting unless they are
riding the bike. With a wireless communication system, the
communication between the wireless components must be
secure or someone besides the rider may be able to control
the bike. One way to do this 1s to encrypt the communica-
tion. However, 11 one derailleur 1s configured to operate with
several different e-bike systems, it becomes diflicult to
provide each e-bike system with access to the wireless
transmission to communicate with the derailleur and still
remain secure. Therefore, one problem to solve 1s how to
allow various e-bike systems to power and control a wireless
derailleur without making special versions of the derailleur
for each e-bike system.

In an embodiment, an electric derailleur may be powered
by an integrated power source or a remote power source and
may include the specific geometry necessary to make this
possible. The remote and/or integrated power source may be
a battery. The integrated battery 1s configured for removable
attachment to a connecting portion of the derailleur. The
remote battery may be connected with the use of an inter-
mediate power connector that includes a coupling portion
configured to attach to the connecting portion of the derail-
leur. The ntermediate power connector then includes a
conductor that electrically communicates with a battery
located remote and distinct from and/or attached separately
to a bicycle from the derailleur. As such, the derailleur may
be alternatively coupled to either the battery or the interme-
diate power connector to provide power to the derailleur.
Also, the derailleur may be controlled by a wireless signal
remote from the derailleur or a wired signal transmitted
through the intermediate connector when coupled to the
intermediate connector.

Embodiments of the mvention will herein be described
with reference to various figures. It will be understood that
the figures and descriptions set out herein are provided for
illustration only and do not limit the invention to only the
disclosed embodiments. Also, the terms “first” and “sec-
ond,” “front” and “rear,” or “left” and “right” are used 1n the
detailed description for the sake of clarity and not as terms
of limitation. Moreover, the terms refer to bicycle mecha-
nisms conventionally mounted to a bicycle and with the
bicycle orniented and used 1 a standard fashion unless
otherwise indicated.

FIG. 1 1llustrates an example bicycle 100, which may be
used to implement a connection to a gear changer 36 using,
an ntermediate power connector 2035. In the illustrated
embodiment, the bicycle 100 includes a frame 38, handle-
bars 22, and a seat 24. The bicycle 100 also includes a first
or front wheel 79 and a second or rear wheel 78. A front
brake 92 and/or a rear brake 91 are included to brake the
front and rear wheels 79 78, respectively. The front and/or
rear brake 92, 91 are controlled by a at least one brake
actuator 93. The bicycle 100 includes a drive train 70. The
drive train 70 of FIG. 1 includes a crank assembly 71
operatively coupled to a rear cassette 41 via a chain 72. The
crank assembly includes crank arms 74 and pedals 76, as
well as at least one chainring 77 configured to operatively
couple with the chain 72 to transmit force and/or power
exerted onto the crank assembly 70 to the chain 72. This
force and/or power 1s transmitted to the rear cassette 41 by
the chain 72, whereby a motivating force 20 and/or power 1s
transmitted to the rear wheel 78 from the rear cassette 41.
While the drive train 70 includes the gear changer, 1.e., a rear
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4

derailleur 36 1n the illustrated embodiment, other transmis-
sions such as an internal gear hub, a gear box and/or a
continuously variable transmission can be applied to the
bicycle 100.

The drive train 70 may also include a power assist device
200. Pedaling torque 1s applied to the crank assembly 71 by
a rider using the pedals 76 and crank arms 74. The power
assist device 200 1s configured to assist the rotation of the
rear wheel 78. In the illustrated embodiment, the power
assist device 200 1s configured to assist the rotation of the
wheel rear 78 via a coupled connection to the crank assem-
bly 71. The power assist device 200 1s powered by a remote
power source 201.

The chain 72 may be moved between individual sprockets
of the rear cassette 41 using the gear changer, such as the
rear derailleur 36, as shown 1n FIG. 1. The gear changer or
rear derailleur 36 in the disclosed embodiment 1s an electric
gear changer, which 1s controlled by signals indicating that
a shiit command has been actuated by the bicycle operator,
or rider. The electric rear derailleur 36 may be alternatively
powered by an integrated power source or a remote power
source 201, using a power conductive connector or cable
206 as 1s described herein. The power 1s provided from the
remote power source 201 through the cable 206 to the
intermediate power connector 203 that 1s coupled to the rear
derailleur 36. The shiit commands are implemented using an
clectric actuator 94, which 1s manually operable by the rider.
The signals 1indicating the shift commands may be commu-
nicated to the electric rear derailleur 36 using wired and/or
wireless communication techniques.

The rear derailleur 36 may also be configured to work
with an integrated power source, such as a removable battery
300, for example as shown in FIGS. 3, 4A, 4B, and 5A. The

intermediate power connector 205 may include an 1nterface
with the rear derailleur 36 that includes interface features
similar to the removable battery 300 in order to electrically
connect to the derailleur. This interface may have a portion
that 1s removably connectable or coupleable to the rear
derailleur 36. The intermediate power connector 203, or at
least a connecting portion thereof, may also be smaller than
the removable battery 300, as can be seen with a comparison
between FIGS. SA and 8A. As the intermediate power
connector 205 will be transmitting power from the remote
battery or power source 201, the intermediate power con-
nector may include circuitry for transforming the electrical
energy provided by the remote battery into a form that 1s
usable by the derailleur 205. For example, the intermediate
power connector 205 may include circuitry for voltage
reduction, voltage rectification, as well as other power
transformation circuitry and/or devices or combinations
thereol. In an embodiment, the intermediate power connec-
tor 205 may also include communication circuitry and/or
other devices. For example, the intermediate power connec-
tor 205 may include a wireless transmitter and/or receiver,
CANbus to wireless translator, wired data connector, a
CANbus to derailleur protocol translator, and/or other
devices or circuitry and combinations thereof.

The bicycle 100 includes the power assist device 200 and
1s an electric bicycle, or e-bike, that has electric motor assist
and electric shifting. As described above, the bicycle 100 has
a frame mounted remote power source or remote battery 201
and a frame mounted rear derailleur 36, and a power assist
motor 202. In other embodiments, the bicycle 100 may also
include a front derailleur. As shown, the bicycle 100 also has
a handlebar mounted user interface, by way of the shait
actuator or electric actuator 94. All of these components may
be connected to the remote power source or remote battery




US 11,541,961 B2

S

201, as 1s described herein. Additionally, all the communi-
cation between the e-bike central control system or control-
ler, and each component 1s achieved through wired or
wireless communication. There may be discrete control with
individual wires from the central controller to each compo-
nent or the system may use a controller area network
(“CAN”) bus designed to allow microcontrollers and
devices to communicate with each other in applications.
E-bike central control systems are known in the prior art and
are not otherwise shown or described herein.

While the illustrated bicycle 100 1s a mountain bicycle
and may 1nclude suspension components, such as a shock
absorbing front fork 99, the embodiments disclosed herein
may be implemented with other types of bicycles such as,
for example, road bicycles. The front and/or forward oren-
tation of the bicycle 100 1s indicated by the direction of the
arrow “A” 1n FIG. 1. As such, a forward direction of
movement of the bicycle 1s indicated by the direction of the
arrow A.

FIG. 2 represents the state of the art 1n wireless shifting
systems, for example SRAM ETAP™. The system shown 1n
FIG. 2 has multiple devices. The device to the right includes
a User Interface (“UI”") 304 and a controller, and a wireless
communicator, hereinafter identified as the wireless com-
municator and controller 306. The device to the left includes
the battery 300, a wireless communicator 308, and the rear
derailleur 36. The user interface 304 1s what the user
interacts with to instigate a shift. In many cases, the user
interface 304 1s implemented as a pair of shiit buttons, one
for upshiit and one for downshiit. The user interface 304
could however be any interface the user interacts with that
results 1n an 1mitiation of a shift command or another change
in gearing state of the rear derailleur 36. For example, the
user interface 304 may be a button actuated to go from a
manual shifting mode to an automatic shifting mode. In the
automatic shifting mode, the Ul 304 may indicate some
adjustment of the automatic shifting parameters. For
example, The automatic shifting mode may change the crank
cadence, power, or bicycle speed at which automatic shifting
occurs. The controller of the wireless communicator and
controller 306 includes a controller which receives the
commands from the user interface 304 and converts the
commands to the protocol necessary for the wireless com-
munication unit to operate securely.

The wireless communicator and controller 306 may
include some pairing function whereby the UI 304 is
uniquely paired with the rear derailleur 36 so that only the
particular controller and UI 1s allowed to communicate with
the particular derailleur. Pairing may be limited to one single
device at each end or 1t may also include additional devices.
For example, two independent sets of shifters may be able
to control a single derailleur, but no more than two shifters
may be paired with the derailleur. Or perhaps only one set
of shifters and one non-shifter device, such as a smartphone
or tablet, may be paired so as to be able to control a single
derailleur. Alternatively, more than two shifters may be
paired with the derailleur.

FIG. 2 on the left also shows the rear derailleur 36 and the
wireless communicator 308, as well as the removable bat-
tery 300. The wireless communicator 308 communicates
with the wireless communicator and controller 306 at the
user interface 304. The wireless communicator 308 may
communicate using any wireless technique. For example,
Wifi, BLUETOOTH® Low Energy (“BLE”), Ant+™, and/
or SRAM AIRFA™, and other wireless communication
techniques and/or protocols may be used. The wireless
communicator 308 at the rear derailleur 36 may be a receiver

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

only, or a transmitter and receiver. The wireless communi-
cator 308 may be located on any part of the rear derailleur
36, including but not limited to the b-knuckle, 1nner link,
outer link, p-knuckle or cage assembly.

Additionally, the battery 300 can be attached to the rear
derailleur 36, as 1s illustrated in FIG. 3, to allow the
derailleur to be powered without a wired connection from
the remote power source or remote battery 201, which 1s
typically attached to a frame or other component of the
bicycle 100. The battery 300 1s held on to the rear derailleur
36 with a latch 310, which i1s schematically shown 1n FIG.
2. The battery 300 can be easily removed without tools but
may also be modified to be retained with the use of a tooled
interface. The battery 300 may include a Battery Manage-
ment System (“BMS”) to regulate use and charging. BMS 1s
a technology that 1s used 1n modern lithium and/or lithium-
ion based batteries.

FIG. 3 shows the rear derailleur 1n FIGS. 1 and 2 attached
to the bicycle frame 38 and positioned next to the rear
cassette 41. The chain 72 1s only schematically shown 1n
dashed lines. The basic structure of the electric, or electro-
mechanical, rear derailleur 36 includes a base member 312,
also referred to as a “b-knuckle,” which 1s attachable to the
bicycle frame 38 in a conventional manner, an outer link
314, and an inner link 316, which is pivotally attached to the
base member by link pins, for example. A moveable member
or assembly 318, also known as a “p-knuckle,” 1s pivotally
connected to the outer and inner links 314, 316 at an end
opposite the base member 312 to permit displacement of the
moveable assembly 318 relative to the base member.

FIG. 4A 1s a perspective view of the rear derailleur 36 1n
FIGS. 2 and 3 with the integrated power source or battery
300 attached and latched. FIG. 4B 1s a perspective view of
the rear derailleur 36 1n FIGS. 2 and 3 with the battery
removed. FIG. 5A 1s a cross-sectional view of the rear
derailleur 36 1n FIG. 4A with the battery 300 attached and
latched. FIG. SB 1s a cross-sectional view of the rear
derailleur 36 in FIG. 4A but with the battery 300 partially
attached and unlatched. FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of
the battery 300 in FIGS. 2, 3, and 4A. As shown 1n these
figures, the rear derailleur 36 (see FIG. 4B) defines a portion
of the interface between the battery 300 and the derailleur.
In this example, that interface portion 1s defined as a
connecting portion 302 on a part of the derailleur. Likewise,
the battery 300 (see FIG. 6) also defines a portion of this
interface and that interface portion 1s defined herein as a
battery coupling portion 320 on a part of the battery. The
coupling portion 320 and the connecting portion 302 are
configured to mechanically and electrically mate with one
another so that the battery 300 can be attached to and
provide power to the rear derailleur 36. In an embodiment,
the mterface may include a two or more part connection. For
example, the mterface may include one or both of a slot-
protrusion and a latch attachment configured between mat-
ing parts. The interface can also, or alternatively, include a
seal to protect the interface from the elements and contami-
nation. The seal may be a compression face-to-face seal of
the connecting components at the interface. In an embodi-
ment, the coupling portion 302 includes at least one seal
around electrical contacts of the interface. The coupling
portion 302 may be attached to the derailleur using a
plurality of fasteners around the electrical contacts. For
example, two, three, or four screws may be used to attach the
coupling portion 302 to the derailleur.

FIG. 7 introduces the use of an intermediate power and/or
connector element, which may be referred to as a hot shoe
or the intermediate power connector (“IPC”) 205, as noted
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above. IPC 1s a term for a device that replaces an integrated
power source or battery with a remote power source or
battery. The IPC 205 1s powered by a remote battery that
may be an e-bike battery, such as the remote battery or
power source 201. The IPC 2035 also defines, when used in
place of the integrated battery 300, a portion of an interface
between the IPC and the rear derailleur 36. That interface
portion 1s defined herein as an IPC coupling portion 322 and
1s configured to mechanically and electrically mate with the
connecting portion of the rear derailleur 36. In this embodi-
ment, the IPC coupling portion 322 matches the interface
320 of the discrete battery 300. In the case of FIG. 7, the
interface between the IPC 203 and the rear derailleur 36 also
includes the latch 310, which 1s useable without tools. The
IPC 205 can be smaller than the battery 300 that 1t replaces
because the battery elements or cells may no longer included
in the assembly. The IPC 205 also has the same electrical
connection and sealing that the battery included. The IPC
205 may also reduce the voltage from the e-bike battery. For
example, many e-bike batteries are 36 volt and many electric
shifting systems are 8-12 volt systems. The IPC 205 may
thus 1nclude voltage reduction circuitry that takes the 36
volts provided by the remote battery 201 and reduces it to
something usable by the electric shifting system. Addition-
ally, 11 an AC power supply was available, the IPC 205 may
also rectily the current from an AC mput to a DC output,
suitable for use with the electric shifting system.

The system 1n FIG. 7 1s controlled wirelessly, even though
it 1s powered by a wired source remote from the rear
derailleur 36. This allows a derailleur that was designed to
be completely wireless, to have the advantage of a larger
capacity e-bike battery and the advantage of no wires
associated with the user interface.

FIG. 8A 1s a cross-sectional view of the IPC 205 1n FIG.
7 with the IPC attached and latched. FIG. 8B 1s a cross-
sectional view of the IPC 205 in FIG. 8A with the IPC
partially attached and unlatched. The rear derailleur 36 may
have the connecting portion 302 configured so that 1t 1s
attachable to both the IPC 205 and the battery 300 as
described with respect to FIGS. 2-6. For example, as shown
in FIGS. 6 and 9 the IPC 205 and the battery 300 may have
a same or similar coupling portion 322, 320, respectively,
configured to communicatingly mate with a connection
portion of the derailleur, for example the connecting portion
302 of the rear derailleur 36 as shown i FIG. 4B. The
coupling portion 322 of the IPC 205 may include one or
more conductors 330 configured for communicating power
and/or data between the IPC and the rear derailleur 36. These
may be pins or other types of connections. These conductors
330 may be configured and/or positioned the same or
similarly on a surface of the coupling portion on the battery
300 such that both the conductors of the IPC 205 and the
battery 300 communicate power to the rear derailleur 36
through the conductors. In an embodiment, the IPC 205 may
include an additional conductor to communicate data with
the derailleur. Alternate data and/or power communication
techniques may also be used. In an embodiment, the IPC 205
and/or battery 300 may communicate power with the derail-
leur using wireless techmiques. For example, inductive
power transier techniques may be used.

FIG. 10 shows another embodiment of an e-bike system
using an IPC. In FIG. 10, the wireless commumnication
system 1s integrated into the e-bike system. In this way an
¢-bike system may control the movement of a wireless
derailleur 340 by sending shiit signals directly from the bike
system 344, which includes the remote battery 201, a
wireless communicator, and a controller. These shift signals
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may be instigated from a user interface 342 like a shait
button associated with the e-bike system 344 or the e-bike
system may use some other parameter to control the derail-
leurs 340 automatically. At the same time the e-bike system
will power the derailleur 340 by the wire 206 from the main
¢-bike battery using the IPC.

The wireless communication from the e-bike system 344
to the derailleur 340, and 1n reverse, may be encrypted or
somehow controlled to protect against outside intluence like
radio interference or an external device maliciously trying to
shift the system. In this way the controller of the e-bike
system 344 may be paired with the derailleur 340 so that
only the e-bike controller may provide control signals to the
derailleur. This pairing may occur on the devices by pressing
buttons on each device to mitiate the pairing sequence. The
devices may also be paired to each other by a third device
like a mobile computing device, smartphone, or tablet where
the third device can first be paired with the individual
devices and then used to pair the individual devices together.

FIG. 11 shows another embodiment of an e-bike system
using an IPC. In this embodiment a wireless communicator
350 1s separate from but electrically connected to a remote
battery and controller of an e-bike system 3352. In this
scenar1o, for example an e-bike system 352 still controls a
derailleur 354 but a separate electrical component is used to
wirelessly communicate with the electric shifting system.
The wireless communication unit or communicator 350 may
be a separate component from the shifting system, allowing
the e-bike system 352 to either include or exclude the
wireless communication depending on connection with the
wireless communication unit. The e-bike system 352 could
communicate shift requirements to the wireless communi-
cator 350 1n a protocol native to the e-bike system and the
wireless communicator could translate these shift require-
ments mmto a wireless signal that 1s recognizable to the
shifting system. In this way a producer of the shifting system
could control both the production of both the transmitting
and receiving parts of the wireless system and thereby need
not share the wireless protocol with the e-bike system.

The embodiment shown i FIG. 12 1s similar to the
embodiment shown in FIG. 11, except that the wireless
communicator 350 that 1s electrically attached to the remote
battery and controller of the e-bike system 352 1in the
embodiment shown in FIG. 11 1s instead mechanically
attached to the derailleur 354 as part of an IPC 356 1n the
embodiment shown 1n FIG. 12. Power travels through one
(*“17), two (“2”), or more wires 206 from the battery through
the IPC 356 into the derailleur 354. Separately, data related
to shift requirements, such as data indicating shiit signals, 1s
also sent to the IPC 356 via one (*1”) or more wires 360.
This data may be transmitted to the IPC 356 as a CANbus
or other system protocol and then be converted at the IPC
into a wireless protocol that the derailleur 354 can under-
stand. This transformation may be performed using an
appropriate translator. The derailleur 354 will have a wire-
less receiver, as 1n all previously described embodiments, to
be able to read this wireless transmission. This wireless
receiver may be located at the derailleur 354 on the
b-knuckle, p-knuckle, inner or outer links as the inner or
outer cage plates for example. One benefit of this 1s that the
distance from the IPC 356 to the derailleur 354 may be small
and 1t would be possible to achieve wireless transmission
with very small signal interference. For example, the trans-
mitter and recerver may be oriented such that they are within
line of sight of each other or such that only separated by
radio frequency (“RF”) transparent materials that allow
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wireless signals to easily pass through. In this way wireless
communication would more secure and more stable.

The embodiment shown in FIG. 13 i1s similar to the
embodiment shown FIG. 12, except that data and power

both are communicated from the remote battery/controller of >

an e-bike system 370 on a single transmission path or
conductor 372. This uses fewer conductors, which makes the
wire lighter. In this embodiment, an IPC 374 needs to then
be able to read the data instructions from the power line, and
il necessary, translate the data into a wireless protocol and
send this data to the corresponding receiver at a derailleur
376. In an embodiment, center tap techniques are used to
communicate both power and data through the singular path
or conductor 372. For example, the IPC 374 may include a
center tapped transformer, inductor, resistor, or potentioms-
cter to introduce the data to the conductor. The derailleur 376
would 1nclude reciprocal devices and/or circuitry to distin-
guish the data and power signals.

The embodiment shown in FIG. 14 1s similar to the
embodiments shown 1n FIGS. 12 and 13, except that in FIG.
14 a derailleur 380 may be controlled by a wireless trans-
mission from a wireless communicator, which 1s part of an
IPC 382 or by a transmission through a wired connection
206, 384. The derailleur 380 may have, at the battery/IPC
connection, four (“4”) separate electrical contacts, two for
power and two for data. When the integrated battery 300 1s
attached directly to the derailleur 380, and the data contacts
are not used, the derailleur may default to wireless commu-
nication mode and the wireless subsystem will be active and
be powered by the attached battery 300. When the IPC 382
1s used, 1t may electrically connect with the derailleur 380 at
all four contacts. Power and data may be communicated
from the e-bike system 386, including the remote battery
201 and a controller, to the derailleur 380. This contact with
the data leads 384 may tell the derailleur 380 to act as a
wired derailleur. For example, this contact may be detected
by the presence of signals 1n the conductors, or through the
physical pressure applied to the pins through the connection.
In a wired data IPC connection, the wireless components
would be turned off and only accept shift commands through
the wired data from the IPC 382 directly.

In an embodiment, the wireless connection may always be
available even when the IPC 1s used for wired data com-
munication. This would allow the bike to be controlled by
the e-bike controller at some times, such as when the system
1s 1n an automatic shifting mode, and alternatively controlled
at the handlebar by a wireless shifting system when the
shifting 1s 1n a manual mode.

Embodiments of the invention are described herein with
reference to a rear derailleur. However, embodiments of the
invention may be included 1n either a front or rear derailleur,
or both at the same time. Embodiments of the invention may
also be included with other gear changers, such as multi-gear
internal hubs and other types of variable transmissions. Also,
embodiments of the invention may be included with other
wireless bicycle component such as an adjustable seat post
or suspension components such as a fork or shock. It also
applies to various sensors that were originally wireless such
as power meters, speed sensors, and computers.

Each component may have only wireless transmitters,
receivers or both depending on the nature of the wireless
protocol. For example, with some protocols a message 1s
sent wirelessly but the protocol demands a receipt response
to ensure that the message has been delivered. Thus, all
components need be capable of wireless transmission and
receiving.
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The communicator and/or controller as described herein
and 1ncorporated into the remote battery structure, the inter-
mediate power connector, and/or the gear changer may be
implemented using circuitry and with one or more printed
circuit boards that may be used to implement embodiments
of the mvention. The communicator and/or controller cir-
cuitry may include a processor, a memory, and/or a com-
munication device such as radio electronics operable to
transmit and/or receive radio signals. Additional, different,
or fewer components are possible.

FIG. 15 illustrates a tlow chart of an example embodiment
for a method of controlling an e-bike, particularly as it
relates to power use modes of an e-bike. As presented 1n the
following sections, the acts may be performed using any
combination of the components indicated in FIGS. 7 and
10-14. For example the following acts may be performed by
a controller as integrated with the e-bike system. Additional,
different, or fewer acts may be provided. The acts are
performed 1n the order shown or other orders. The acts may
also be repeated and/or performed at multiple times through-
out the method.

In an embodiment, the e-bike system, for example a
processor integrated with the e-bike system, may be con-
figured to control power provided from a remote power
source (e.g. remote battery 201 of FIG. 1). FIG. 15 1llustrates
such an embodiment that imnvolves controlling power of an
¢-bike system. In a standard operational mode the e-bike
system may be configured to provide power to both an
¢-bike gear changer, such as a rear derailleur 36, and a power
assist motor 202. The e-bike system may include an optional
sensor 420 configured to determine a power level of the
remote power source and/or an optional power output regu-
lator 430. I1 the power level 1s determined to be below a first
threshold (Act 402), or low level threshold, for example
below a 15 percent total power capacity value of the remote
power source, the e-bike system may be configured to
transition to a low power operational mode (Act 404). In an
embodiment, the low power operational mode causes the
e-bike system to cause the power output regulator reduce or
climinate the power provided to the power assist motor,
while still providing power to the e-bike gear changer. This
confliguration can maintain gear changing operation of the
bicycle while relying on the rider for motive force while the
bicycle 1s 1n low power operational mode. Also, or alterna-
tively, in an embodiment the e-bike system may be config-
ured to cause the power output regulator to transition to a
critical power mode (Act 406), for example to eliminate
power to both the e-bike gear changer and the power assist
motor, when 1t 1s detected that the remote power source 1s
below a critical power threshold, or second threshold (Act
408).

In an embodiment, the e-bike system includes both the
critical power threshold and the low power threshold, with
the critical power threshold being smaller than the low
power threshold. For example, the critical power threshold
may be a 5 percent total power capacity value of the remote
power source, and the low power threshold may be a 15
percent total power capacity value of the remote power
source. In an embodiment, Acts 402-408 are included. In
another embodiment, either Acts 402 and 404, or Acts 406
and 408, are included. In an embodiment, the method may
also include detecting when the remote power source 1is
above the critical power threshold and/or the low power
threshold, and transition to the appropriate e-bike power
mode. For example, 11 it 1s detected that the remote power
source 1s above the critical power threshold but below the
low power threshold, the e-bike may transition from the
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critical power mode to the low power mode. If 1t 1s detected
that the remote power source 1s above the low power
threshold, but was previously below the low power thresh-
old, the e-bike may transition from the low power mode to
standard operational power mode.

The processor may include a general processor, digital
signal processor, an application specific integrated circuit
(“ASIC”), field programmable gate array (“FPGA”), analog
circuit, digital circuit, combinations thereof, or other now
known or later developed processor. The processor may be
a single device or combinations of devices, such as through
shared or parallel processing. In one embodiment, for
example, the CPU used may be an Atmel® ATmega324PA
microcontroller with an internal eeprom memory.

The radio circuitry 1s configured to communicate the
control signals wirelessly between one or multiple bicycle
components. The control signals may be communicated
wirelessly using any technique, protocol, or standard. For
example, Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(“IEEE”) 802.11 standards, IEEE 802.15.1 or BLU-
ETOOTH® standards, ANT™ or ANT+™ standards, and/or
SRAM AIREA™ standards may be used. In an embodiment,
the radio circuitry may include a transmitter and receiver
such as an Atmel® AT86RF231 2.4 GHz transcerver utiliz-
ing Advanced Encryption Standard (“AES”) encryption and
Direct-Sequence Spread (“DSS™) spectrum technology sup-
porting 16 channels and the IEEE 802.15.4 communication
protocol.

The memory may be a volatile memory or a non-volatile
memory. The memory may include one or more of a read
only memory (“ROM”), random access memory (“RAM”),
a tlash memory, an e¢lectronic erasable program read only
memory (“EEPROM™), or other type of memory. The
memory may be removable from the system control device,
such as a secure digital (“SD”’) memory card. In a particular
non-limiting embodiment, a computer-readable medium can
include a solid-state memory such as a memory card or other
package that houses one or more non-volatile read-only
memories. Further, the computer-readable medium can be a
random-access memory or other volatile re-writable
memory. Additionally, the computer-readable medium can
include a magneto-optical or optical medium, such as a disk
or tapes or other storage device. Accordingly, the disclosure
1s considered to include any one or more of a computer-
readable medium and other equivalents and successor
media, in which data or instructions may be stored.

The memory 1s a non-transitory computer-readable
medium and 1s described to be a single medium. However,
the term “‘computer-readable medium” includes a single
medium or multiple media, such as a centralized or distrib-
uted memory structure, and/or associated caches that are
operable to store one or more sets of instructions and other
data. The term “computer-readable medium”™ shall also
include any medium that 1s capable of storing, encoding, or
carrying a set of mstructions for execution by a processor or
that cause a computer system to perform any one or more of
the methods or operations disclosed herein.

In an alternative embodiment, dedicated hardware 1imple-
mentations, such as application specific integrated circuits,
programmable logic arrays, and other hardware devices, can
be constructed to implement one or more of the methods
described herein. Applications that may include the appara-
tus and systems of various embodiments can broadly include
a variety of electronic and computer systems. One or more
embodiments described herein may implement functions
using two or more specific interconnected hardware modules
or devices with related control and data signals that can be
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communicated between and through the modules, or as
portions of an application-specific integrated circuit.
Accordingly, the present system encompasses soltware,
firmware, and hardware implementations.

The power supply 1s a portable power supply, which may
be stored internal to the system control device. The power
supply may involve the generation of electric power, for
example using a mechanical power generator, a fuel cell
device, photo-voltaic cells, or other power generating
devices. The power supply may include a battery such as a
device consisting of two or more electrochemical cells that
convert stored chemical energy into electrical energy. The
power supply may include a combination of multiple bat-
teries or other power providing devices. Specially fitted or

configured battery types, or standard battery types such as
CR 2012, CR 2016, and/or CR 2032 may be used. In an
embodiment, a specially fitted lithium type battery 1s used.

Wireless communication between components 1s
described herein. Although the present specification
describes components and functions that may be imple-
mented 1n particular wireless communication embodiments
with reference to particular standards and protocols, the
invention 1s not limited to such standards and protocols. For
example, standards for Internet and other packet switched
network transmission (e.g., TCP/IP, UDP/IP, HTML, HT'TP,
HTTPS) represent examples of the state of the art. Such
standards are periodically superseded by faster or more
ellicient equivalents having essentially the same functions.
Accordingly, replacement standards and protocols having
the same or similar functions as those disclosed herein are
considered equivalents thereof.

In accordance with various embodiments of the present
disclosure, methods described herein may be implemented
with software programs executable by a computer system,
such as the system control device. Further, in an exemplary,
non-limited embodiment, implementations can mclude dis-
tributed processing, component/object distributed process-
ing, and parallel processing. Alternatively, virtual computer
system processing can be constructed to implement one or
more of the methods or functionality as described herein.

The methods and techniques described herein may be
implemented using hardware configurations described
herein and one or more computer programs providing
istructions for the hardware. A computer program (also
known as a program, software, software application, script,
or code) can be written 1 any form of programming
language, including compiled or interpreted languages, and
it can be deployed 1n any form, including as a standalone
program or as a module, component, subroutine, or other
unit suitable for use 1 a computing environment. A com-
puter program does not necessarily correspond to a file in a
file system. A program can be stored 1n a portion of a file that
holds other programs or data (e.g., one or more scripts stored
in a markup language document), in a single file dedicated
to the program 1n question, or 1n multiple coordinated files
(e.g., files that store one or more modules, sub programs, or
portions of code). A computer program can be deployed to
be executed on one computer or on multiple computers that
are located at one site or distributed across multiple sites and
interconnected by a communication network.

The processes and logic flows described 1n this specifi-
cation can be performed by one or more programmable
processors executing one or more computer programs to
perform functions by operating on 1nput data and generating
output. The processes and logic flows can also be performed
by, and apparatus can also be implemented as, special
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purpose logic circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field programmable
gate array) or an ASIC (application specific integrated
circuit).

As used 1n this application, the term ‘circuitry’ or ‘circuit’
refers to all of the following: (a) hardware-only circuit
implementations (such as implementations in only analog
and/or digital circuitry) and (b) to combinations of circuits
and software (and/or firmware), such as (as applicable): (1)
to a combination of processor(s) or (11) to portions of
processor(s)/software (including digital signal processor(s)),
software, and memory or memories that work together to
cause an apparatus, such as a mobile phone or server, to
perform various functions); and (c) to circuits, such as a
microprocessor(s) or a portion of a microprocessor(s), that
require soiftware or firmware for operation, even 1 the
soltware or firmware 1s not physically present.

This definition of ‘circuitry’ applies to all uses of this term
in this application, including in any claims. As a further
example, as used 1n this application, the term “circuitry”
would also cover an implementation of merely a processor
(or multiple processors) or portion of a processor and 1ts (or
their) accompanying soitware and/or firmware. The term
“circuitry” would also cover, for example and 1f applicable
to the particular claim element, a baseband integrated circuit
or applications processor integrated circuit for a mobile
computing device or a similar integrated circuit 1n server, a
cellular network device, or other network device.

Processors suitable for the execution of a computer pro-
gram 1nclude, by way of example, both general and special
purpose microprocessors, and any one or more processors of
any kind of digital computer. Generally, a processor receives
instructions and data from a read only memory or a random-
access memory or both. The essential elements of a com-
puter are a processor for performing instructions and one or
more memory devices for storing instructions and data.
Generally, a computer also includes, or may be operatively
coupled to receive data from or transier data to, or both, one
or more mass storage devices for storing data, e.g., mag-
netic, magneto optical disks, or optical disks. However, a
computer need not have such devices. Moreover, a computer
can be embedded 1n another device, e.g., a mobile telephone,
a personal digital assistant (“PDA”), a mobile audio player,
a Global Positioning System (“GPS”) receiver, or a system
control device to name just a few. Computer readable media
suitable for storing computer program instructions and data
include all forms of non-volatile memory, media and
memory devices, icluding by way of example, semicon-
ductor memory devices, e.g., EPROM, EEPROM, and flash
memory devices; magnetic disks, e.g., internal hard disks or
removable disks; magneto optical disks; and CD ROM and
DVD-ROM disks. The processor and the memory can be
supplemented by, or incorporated 1n, special purpose logic
circuitry.

The 1llustrations of the embodiments described herein are
intended to provide a general understanding of the structure
of the various embodiments. The illustrations are not
intended to serve as a complete description of all of the
clements and features of apparatus and systems that utilize
the structures or methods described herein. Many other
embodiments may be apparent to those of skill in the art
upon reviewing the disclosure. Other embodiments may be
utilized and derived from the disclosure, such that structural
and logical substitutions and changes may be made without
departing from the scope of the disclosure. Additionally, the
illustrations are merely representational and may not be
drawn to scale. Certain proportions within the illustrations
may be exaggerated, while other proportions may be mini-
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mized. Accordingly, the disclosure and the figures are to be
regarded as illustrative rather than restrictive.

While this specification contains many specifics, these
should not be construed as limitations on the scope of the
invention or of what may be claimed, but rather as descrip-
tions of features specific to particular embodiments of the
invention. Certain features that are described 1n this speci-
fication 1n the context of separate embodiments can also be
implemented in combination 1n a single embodiment. Con-
versely, various features that are described 1n the context of
a single embodiment can also be implemented 1n multiple
embodiments separately or in any suitable sub-combination.
Moreover, although features may be described above as
acting in certain combinations and even 1mtially claimed as
such, one or more features from a claimed combination can
1n some cases be excised from the combination, and the
claimed combination may be directed to a sub-combination
or variation of a sub-combination.

Similarly, while operations and/or acts are depicted 1n the
drawings and described herein in a particular order, this
should not be understood as requiring that such operations
be performed 1n the particular order shown or 1n sequential
order, or that all illustrated operations be performed, to
achieve desirable results. In certain circumstances, multi-
tasking and parallel processing may be advantageous. More-
over, the separation of various system components in the
embodiments described above should not be understood as
requiring such separation in all embodiments, and 1t should
be understood that any described program components and
systems can generally be integrated together in a single
soltware product or packaged mto multiple software prod-
ucts.

One or more embodiments of the disclosure may be
referred to herein, individually and/or collectively, by the
term “‘invention” merely for convenience and without
intending to voluntarily limait the scope of this application to
any particular mvention or inventive concept. Moreover,
although specific embodiments have been 1llustrated and
described herein, it should be appreciated that any subse-
quent arrangement designed to achieve the same or similar
purpose may be substituted for the specific embodiments
shown. This disclosure 1s intended to cover any and all
subsequent adaptations or varnations of various embodi-
ments. Combinations of the above embodiments, and other
embodiments not specifically described herein, are apparent
to those of skill 1n the art upon reviewing the description.

In the foregoing Detailed Description, various features
may be grouped together or described 1n a single embodi-
ment for the purpose of streamlining the disclosure. This
disclosure 1s not to be interpreted as reflecting an intention
that the claimed embodiments require more features than are
expressly recited 1 each claim. Rather, mnventive subject
matter may be directed to less than all of the features of any
of the disclosed embodiments. It 1s intended that the fore-
going detailed description be regarded as illustrative rather
than limiting.

The mnvention claimed 1s:

1. An electric power assisted bicycle system, the system
comprising;

a manual crank assembly configured to transmit power

from a rider to a drive train of a bicycle;

a motor configured to also transmit power to the dnive

train of the bicycle;

an intermediate power connector; and

an electric gear changer configured to change a gearing of

the drive train of the bicycle, the electric gear changer
including,
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a radio communication device,

a power supply configured to be coupled to the bicycle
and provide power to both the motor and the electric
gear changer, and

an electric shiit actuator configured to transmit wireless
shift signals to the radio communication device of
the electric gear changer,

wherein the intermediate power connector 1s connected to

the electric gear changer and includes circuitry for

transforming a first voltage from the power supply 1nto

a second voltage useable by the electric gear changer.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the power supply
provides power to the electric gear changer using the inter-
mediate power connector, the intermediate power connector
configured for removable attachment to a connecting portion
of the electric gear changer.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the electric gear
changer also includes a battery configured for removable
attachment to the connecting portion of the electric gear
changer, wherein the battery and the intermediate power
connector are selectively attachable to the connecting por-
tion of the electric gear changer to provide power thereto.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the battery includes a
battery coupling portion and the intermediate power con-
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nector includes an IPC coupling portion, and wherein the
battery and IPC coupling portions have substantially the
same configuration.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the connecting portion
and the battery coupling portion define a battery interface
configured to electrically and mechanically connect the
battery to the electric gear changer.

6. The system of claim 4, wherein the connecting portion
and the IPC coupling portion define an IPC interface con-

figured to electrically and mechanically connect the inter-
mediate power connector to the electric gear changer.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the power supply 1s
positioned remote from the electric gear changer.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the electric gear
changer also includes a battery configured for removable
attachment to the electric gear changer, wherein the battery
and the mtermediate power connector are selectively attach-
able to the electric gear changer to provide power thereto.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the battery and the
power supply provide power at different voltages to the
clectric gear changer, and wherein the electric gear changer
1s configured to compensate for the diflerent voltages.
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