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(57) ABSTRACT

A press system providing excellent energy efliciency for a
whole press system and capable of achueving low prices 1s
provided. A die cushion apparatus constituting a press sys-

tem supports a cushion pad, includes a hydraulic cylinder
which generates a die cushion load on the cushion pad when
a slide of a press machine descends, the press machine
includes a hydraulic cylinder which generates part of a press
load on the slide when the slide descends. The pressure
generation chamber of the hydraulic cylinder for generating
a die cushion load and the pressure generation chamber of
the hydraulic cylinder for generating part of the press load
can communicate with each other via pipes and a first logic
valve for a period during which the die cushion load acts.
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1
PRESS SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §

119 to Japanese Patent Application No. 2018-015434, filed
on Jan. 31, 2018. The above application 1s hereby expressly
incorporated by reference, 1n 1ts entirety, mto the present
application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a press system, and more
particularly, to a technique for reducing cost of a whole press
system.

Description of the Related Art

Press machines (so-called “servo presses”) driven by a
servo motor are becoming widespread in the market 1n
recent years. The servo press includes a servo motor which
has a (relatively) large capacity proportional to the power
conforming to press forming at any time. This 1ncreases a
price, a size ol a control panel and a power receiving
capacity.

In addition, in a case where a die cushion apparatus for
drawing 1s mounted on a servo press, the die cushion
apparatus (servo die cushion) needs to be driven by a servo
motor in the same manner as (or 1 accordance with) the
servo press. This type of die cushion apparatus includes a
servo motor which has a capacity close to the power
corresponding to press forming at any time. For example,
the servo motor has a capacity which 1s about %2 (to 24) of
the power corresponding to press forming at any time.

This further increases the price, the power receiving
capacity and the size of the control panel of the press system
(press system including the die cushion apparatus and the
press machine) driven by the servo motor.

FIG. 21 1llustrates an example of a press system driven by
a conventional servo motor.

A press system 1 shown 1n FIG. 21 includes a hydraulic-
drive-type press machine 1-1 and a die cushion apparatus
1-2 described 1n Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2006-315074 (PTL 1). In the press machine 1-1, each of
hydraulic pumps/motors 105-1 to 105-4 1s shaft-connected
to each of four servo motors 106-1 to 106-4. Both ports
(hydraulic connection ports) of the hydraulic pumps/motors
105-1 to 105-4 are connected to a rod-side hydraulic cham-
ber 117a and a head-side hydraulic chamber (hereinaftter,
referred to as “pressure generation chamber™) 1175 of a
hydraulic cylinder 117. A slide 110 1s driven 1n the vertical
direction by the hydraulic cylinder 117 1n the press machine
1-1.

In the die cushion apparatus 1-2, each of hydraulic
pumps/motors 140-1 and 140-2 1s shaft-connected to each of
two servo motors 141-1 and 141-2. Both ports (hydraulic
connection ports) of the hydraulic pumps/motors 140-1 and
140-2 are connected to a rod-side hydraulic chamber 130qa
and a head-side hydraulic chamber (hereinafter, referred to
as “pressure generation chamber™) 13056 of a hydraulic
cylinder 130. The hydraulic pumps/motors 140-1 and 140-2
are driven by the servo motors 141-1 and 141-2 respectively
to generate a die cushion force in a cushion pad 128 (blank
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2

holder 124 connected to the cushion pad 128 via cushion
pins 126) via the hydraulic cylinder 130.

That 1s, when the slide 110 driven by the press machine
1-1 descends, the force transmitted from the slide 110 to the
hydraulic cylinder 130 via the cushion pad 128 compresses
the pressure generation chamber 1305 of the hydraulic
cylinder 130 and generates the die cushion pressure.

The hydraulic pumps/motors 140-1 and 140-2 of the die
cushion apparatus 1-2 can function as hydraulic motors with
pressure o1l displaced (pushed away) from the pressure
generation chamber 13056 of the hydraulic cylinder 130.
While the rotary shaft torque generated at the hydraulic
pumps/motors 140-1 and 140-2 resists against the drive
torque of the servo motors 141-1 and 141-2, this die cushion
apparatus 1-2 causes the servo motors 141-1 and 141-2 to
rotate and controls the die cushion pressure (die cushion
force).

Furthermore, the die cushion apparatus 1-2 described 1n
Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2006-315074
regenerates the energy used for die cushion operation
received by the cushion pad 128 during the die cushion 1s
applied, as electric energy via the hydraulic cylinder 130, the
hydraulic pumps/motors 140-1 and 140-2 functioning as
hydraulic motors and the servo motors 141-1 and 141-2
functioning as power generators. The die cushion apparatus
can regenerate approximately 70% of the work load (work
done) accompanying the application of the die cushion load,
as a power supply, and thus, the die cushion apparatus is
excellent 1n energy efliciency. In FIG. 21, reference numer-
als 113, 114, 118, and 119 indicate check wvalves, and
reference numerals 116 and 164 indicate linear motion type
relief valves respectively.

FIG. 22 illustrates another example of the press system
driven by a conventional servo motor.

The press system 2 shown 1n FIG. 22 includes a machine-
drive-type (crank-drive-type) press machine 2-1 and the die
cushion apparatus 1-2 described in Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Laid-Open No. 2006-313074. In the press machine
2-1, the slide 110 1s driven 1n the vertical direction using four
servo motors 106-1 to 160-4 via a crank shait 112 and a
connecting rod 103.

Furthermore, 1n a press system described in Japanese
Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2010-069498 (PTL 2), an
energy storage device 1s connected to a slide circuit con-
necting a slide DC (direct current) power supply circuit
forming a slide motor drive device and a slide driver circuait.
In addition, a die cushion apparatus 1s formed so as to be

drivable by a die cushion motor drive device including a die
cushion driver circuit and a die cushion motor, and the slide
circuit 1s connected to the die cushion drniver circuit via an
energy supply device. Thereby, the press system described 1n
Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2010-069498
(PTL 2) can supply the energy stored in the energy storage
device via the energy supply device as drive energy for a die
cushion motor and supply regenerative energy of the die
cushion motor as slide motor drive energy.

Furthermore, a die cushion apparatus described 1n
WO02010-058710 (PTL 3) 1s intended to reduce the number
of servo motors 1n the die cushion apparatus described 1n
Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2006-315074.
In the die cushion apparatus described in W0O2010-058710,
a proportional valve and hydraulic pump/motor are con-
nected 1n parallel between a pressure generation chamber of
a hydraulic cylinder which generates a die cushion pressure
and a low-pressure source respectively. Thereby, the die
cushion apparatus described in WO2010-058710 1s config-

ured to control an opeming of the proportional valve and
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torque of a servo motor which drives the hydraulic pump/
motor such that a pressure of the pressure generation cham-
ber of the hydraulic cylinder when a cushion pressure 1s
generated becomes a pressure corresponding to a die cush-
1on pressure command.

PATENT LITERATURES

PTL 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2006-
315074

PTL 2: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2010-
069498

PTL 3: International Publication No. W0O2010-058710

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The die cushion apparatus shown in Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open No. 2006-315074 (die cushion appa-
ratus 1-2 shown in FIG. 21 and FIG. 22) can regenerate
approximately 70% of the work load accompanying the
application of the die cushion load, as the power supply, and
has excellent energy efliciency as described above. How-
ever, the necessary servo motor capacity and the power
supply capacity need to provide the power accompanying
the application of the die cushion load.

Furthermore, 1n the conventional press system 1 shown in
FIG. 21, the main drive mechanism (hydraulic cylinder 117,
the servo motors 106-1 to 106-4, the hydraulic pumps/
motors 105-1 to 105-4 or the like) used for press drive (slide
drive) 1s completely separated from the main drive mecha-
nism (the hydraulic cylinder 130, the servo motors 141-1
and 141-2, the hydraulic pumps/motors 140-1 and 140-2 or
the like) used for die cushion drive (cushion pad drive).

Similarly, 1n the conventional press system 2 shown 1n
FIG. 22, the press (slide) drive main drive mechanism (servo
motors 106-1 to 106-4, the crank shatt 112 and the connect-
ing rod 103 or the like) 1s completely separated from the die
cushion (cushion pad) drive main drive mechanism (hydrau-
lic cylinder 130, the servo motors 141-1 and 141-2, the
hydraulic pumps/motors 140-1 and 140-2 or the like).

Therelore, the servo motor capacity, power supply capac-
ity or power of the whole systems of the press systems 1 and
2 shown 1n FIG. 21 and FIG. 22 correspond to the sum total
with the press machine 1-1 or 2-1 and the die cushion
apparatus 1-2. This causes increase 1n the motor capacity or
the like of the whole press system. Note that Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open No. 2006-313074 includes no
description regarding the servo motor capacity, power sup-
ply capacity thereol or power of the press machine.

In the press system described in Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Laid-Open No. 2010-069498, the driver circuit for the
press machine driven by a servo motor and the driver circuits
for the die cushion apparatus driven by a servo motor
separate from the servo motor share a DC power supply
circuit including the energy storage devices. Therefore, 1t 1s
possible to reduce the sizes of the (AC (alternative current)
and DC) power supply apparatuses and improve the energy
clliciency, whereas the necessary servo motor capacity and
the driver capacity thereof still need to provide the power
accompanying the application of the press load and the
application of the die cushion load.

Furthermore, the die cushion apparatus described in
WO02010-058710 can reduce the servo motor capacity to
approximately half or less, but 1t has a problem that the

energy etliciency reduces correspondingly due to pressure
loss 1n the proportional valve. Note that WO2010-058710
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4

has no description regarding the servo motor capacity or
power supply capacity or power of the press machine.

The present mvention has been implemented in view of
such circumstances, and aims to provide a press system
which has excellent energy efliciency of the whole press
system with low costs.

In order to attain the above described object, an invention
according to an aspect 1s a press system includes a die
cushion apparatus and a press machine, in which the die
cushion apparatus includes a first hydraulic cylinder config-
ured to support a cushion pad and apply a die cushion load
to the cushion pad when a shide of the press machine
descends, the press machine includes a second hydraulic
cylinder configured to apply a part of a press load to the slide
when the slide descends, and the press system includes: a
piping configured to connect between a first pressure gen-
eration chamber which 1s provided to the first hydraulic
cylinder and configured to generate the die cushion load, and
a second pressure generation chamber which 1s provided to
the second hydraulic cylinder and configured to generate the
part of the press load; and a valve configured to allow the
piping to establish the communication between the first
pressure generation chamber and the second pressure gen-
eration chamber for a period during which the die cushion
load acts on the first hydraulic cylinder.

According to the above aspect of the present invention,
the die cushion load generated in the first hydraulic cylinder
when the slide descends can cancel the die cushion load
(acting load) out of the press load applied to the slide when
the slide descends, and only the forming load of the press
load except the die cushion load can be made to act on the
slide separately. It 1s thereby possible to achieve cost reduc-
tion and excellent energy efliciency of the whole press
system.

In a press system according to another aspect of the
present mnvention, when a pressure recerving area of the first
pressure generation chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder 1s
S1 and a pressure receiving area of the second pressure
generation chamber of the second hydraulic cylinder 1s S2,
the S2 1s preferably 0.95xS1 or more and 1.05xS1 or less.

In a press system according to a further aspect of the
present invention, the press machine 1s provided with a third
hydraulic cylinder configured to generate a residual press
load except a press load of the part of the press load on the
slide when the slide descends. Since an upward die cushion
load acting from the first hydraulic cylinder cancel a down-
ward press load acting from the second hydraulic cylinder,
a press load applied by the third hydraulic cylinder to the
slide corresponds to a forming load for press-forming a
material.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, the press machine preferably includes a
plurality of the third hydraulic cylinders, and the plurality of
third hydraulic cylinders are provided 1n parallel to the slide.
This makes it possible to apply uniform press load to the
slide.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, the press machine 1s provided with a
mechanical drive unit configured to mechamcally apply a
residual press load except the part of the press load to the
slide when the slide descends. The press load applied to the
slide by the mechanical drive unit corresponds to the form-
ing load which press-forms a material.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, the mechanical drive umt i1s preferably
provided with a crank shaft, a connecting rod configured to
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connect the crank shaft and the slide, and a crank shaft drive
unit configured to drive the crank shatt.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, i1t 1s preferable that the die cushion
apparatus includes a plurality of the first hydraulic cylinders,
the plurality of first hydraulic cylinders are provided in
parallel, and the first pressure generation chambers of the
plurality of first hydraulic cylinders are caused to commu-
nicate with each other. Thereby, the plurality of first hydrau-
lic cylinders can apply the die cushion load to the cushion
pad uniformly.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, 1t 1s preferable that the press machine
comprises a plurality of the second hydraulic cylinders, the
plurality of second hydraulic cylinders are provided in
parallel, and the second pressure generation chambers of the
plurality of second hydraulic cylinders are caused to com-
municate with each other. This makes 1t possible to dispose
the plurality of second hydraulic cylinders at positions
corresponding to the plurality of first hydraulic cylinders or
dispose the second hydraulic cylinders dispersively for the
sake of convenience in arrangement so as not to interfere
with arrangements of other mechanisms.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, 1t 1s preferable that the valve 1s a pilot-
drive-type first logic valve, and the press system includes: a
first solenoid valve configured to switch a pressure acting on
a pilot port of the first logic valve between a pressure of the
first pressure generation chamber of the first hydraulic
cylinder and a system pressure which 1s a pressure of a
low-pressure source; and a valve controller configured to
switch the first solenoid valve at least for a period during
which the die cushion load acts on the first hydraulic
cylinder, and cause the pressure of the low-pressure source
to act on the pilot port of the first logic valve to open the first
logic valve.

The pilot-dnive-type first logic valve 1s opened when a
low-pressure system pressure acts on the pilot port in
accordance with the switching by the first solenoid valve so
as to establish communication of a pipe connecting the first
pressure generation chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder
and the second pressure generation chamber of the second
hydraulic cylinder. Thus, the press system can make the first
hydraulic cylinder generate a die cushion load (acting por-
tion), which 1s a part of the press load applied to the second
hydraulic cylinder when the slide descends, applied to the
slide via the pipe. That 1s, it 1s possible to make the first
pressure generation chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder
have the same pressure as the pressure of the second
pressure generation chamber of the second hydraulic cylin-
der.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, the press system further includes: a pilot-
drive-type second logic valve configured to block or estab-
lish communication between the second pressure generation
chamber of the second hydraulic cylinder and the low-
pressure source; and a second solenoid valve configured to
switch the pressure acting on the pilot port of the second
logic valve between the pressure of the second pressure
generation chamber of the second hydraulic cylinder and the
system pressure which 1s the pressure of the low-pressure
source, wherein, for a period before the die cushion load acts
on at least the first hydraulic cylinder and the slide descends,
the valve controller switches the second solenoid valve and
causes the pressure of the second pressure generation cham-
ber to act on the pilot port of the second logic valve to open
the second logic valve, and switches the first solenoid valve
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and causes the pressure of the first pressure generation
chamber to act on the pilot port of the first logic valve to
close the first logic valve.

By opening the pilot-dnve-type second logic valve, 1t 1s
possible to supply a hydraulic liquid from the low-pressure
source to the second pressure generation chamber of the
second hydraulic cylinder when the slide descends. In addi-
tion, by closing the first logic valve, it 1s possible to control
the pressure of the first pressure generation chamber of the
first hydraulic cylinder independently of the second pressure
generation chamber.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, 1n a knockout operation period of a
product press-formed by the press machine, the valve con-
troller switches the first solenoid valve, causes the pressure
of the first pressure generation chamber higher than the
system pressure to act on the pilot port of the first logic valve
to close the first logic valve, switches the second solenoid
valve, and causes the system pressure to act on the pilot port
of the second logic valve to open the second logic valve.

By closing the first logic valve in the period of knockout
operation on the product, 1t 1s possible to control the pressure
of the first pressure generation chamber of the first hydraulic
cylinder independently of the second pressure generation
chamber of the second hydraulic cylinder. In addition, by
opening the second logic valve, it 1s possible to collect the
hydraulic liquid pushed away (displaced) from the second
pressure generation chamber of the second hydraulic cylin-
der to the low-pressure source via the second logic valve.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present 1nvention, the die cushion apparatus preferably
includes: a pressure detector configured to detect a pressure
of the first pressure generation chamber of the first hydraulic
cylinder; a pressure adjustment mechanism configured to
adjust the pressure of the first pressure generation chamber
of the first hydraulic cylinder; a die cushion pressure com-
mand unit configured to output a die cushion pressure
command corresponding to a predetermined die cushion
load; and a die cushion controller configured to control the
pressure adjustment mechanism based on the die cushion
pressure command and the pressure detected by the pressure
detector such that the pressure of the first pressure genera-
tion chamber becomes the pressure corresponding to the die
cushion pressure command.

With the pressure of the first pressure generation chamber
of the first hydraulic cylinder under control, the first hydrau-
lic cylinder can generate a die cushion load on the cushion
pad. Further, at this time, since the first pressure generation
chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder communicates with
the second pressure generation chamber of the second
hydraulic cylinder via the pipe and the valve, the second
hydraulic cylinder can apply a press load corresponding to
the die cushion load to the slide.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, the pressure adjustment mechanism pret-
erably includes: a hydraulic pump/motor provided 1n parallel
to the valve, and including a discharge port which 1s
connected to the first pressure generation chamber of the
first hydraulic cylinder; and a servo motor connected to a
rotary shaft of the hydraulic pump/motor, and the die cush-
ion controller preferably controls a torque of the servo motor
based on the die cushion pressure command and the pressure
detected by the pressure detector such that the pressure of
the first pressure generation chamber becomes a pressure
corresponding to the die cushion pressure command.

The discharge port of the hydraulic pump/motor 1s con-
nected to the first pressure generation chamber of the first
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hydraulic cylinder, a torque of the rotary shaft of the
hydraulic pump/motor 1s controlled by the servo motor and
the pressure of the first pressure generation chamber (die
cushion pressure) 1s controlled. Therefore, 1t 1s possible to
control the die cushion pressure (die cushion load) with
excellent followability 1n response to the die cushion pres-
sure command. Furthermore, in the period during which the
die cushion load acts on the first hydraulic cylinder, the
volume of the hydraulic liquid pushed away from the first
pressure generation chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder 1s
substantially equal to the volume of the hydraulic liquid
flowing 1nto the second pressure generation chamber of the
second hydraulic cylinder, and as a result, the servo motor
needs only to rotate (work) by a slight rotation to compen-
sate for the loss caused by leakage 1n the hydraulic pump/
motor. This makes it possible to reduce the servo motor
capacity.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, the pressure adjustment mechanism pret-
erably mcludes: a servo valve connected to the first pressure
generation chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder and pro-
vided in parallel to the valve; and a high-pressure source
configured to supply a hydraulic liquid having a substan-
tially constant high pressure equal to or higher than a
predetermined die cushion pressure to the servo valve, and
the die cushion controller preferably controls an opening of
the servo valve based on the die cushion pressure command
and the pressure detected by the pressure detector such that
the pressure of the first pressure generation chamber
becomes a pressure corresponding to the die cushion pres-
sure command.

By controlling the opening of the servo valve 1n the period
during which the die cushion load acts on the first hydraulic
cylinder, 1t 1s possible to control the pressure of the first
pressure generation chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder.
At this time, since the volume of the hydraulic liquid pushed
away from the first pressure generation chamber of the first
hydraulic cylinder 1s substantially equal to the volume of the
hydraulic liquid flowing into the second pressure generation
chamber of the second hydraulic cylinder, the servo valve
basically does not handle liquid quantities except for a
minute liquid amount. Therefore, the press system does not
suller from a disadvantageous feature of the servo valve
such as decrease 1n energy efliciency. The press system can
benefit dominantly from advantageous features of the servo
valve such as excellence in accuracy and responsiveness.
Thus, the press system 1s by no means functionally inferior
to a press system using a servo motor (and a fixed capacity
type hydraulic pump/motor).

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, the pressure adjustment mechanism pret-
erably 1ncludes: a bidirectional variable capacity type
hydraulic pump connected to the first pressure generation
chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder and provided in
parallel to the valve; and an electric motor connected to a
rotary shait of the bidirectional variable capacity type
hydraulic pump, and the die cushion controller preferably
controls a volume of the hydraulic liquid pushed away by the
bidirectional variable capacity type hydraulic pump based
on the die cushion pressure command and the pressure
detected by the pressure detector such that the pressure of
the first pressure generation chamber becomes a pressure
corresponding to the die cushion pressure command.

It 1s possible to control the pressure of the first pressure
generation chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder by con-
trolling the displacement volume of the hydraulic liquid by
the bidirectional variable capacity type hydraulic pump in a
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period during which the die cushion load acts on the first
hydraulic cylinder. At this time, since the volume of the

hydraulic liquid pushed away from the first pressure gen-
eration chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder 1s substan-
tially equal to the volume of the hydraulic liquid flowing into
the second pressure generation chamber of the second
hydraulic cylinder, 1t 1s only necessary to slightly change the
displacement volume of the bidirectional variable capacity
type hydraulic pump 1n both directions, with the displace-
ment volume centered on “0 (zero)”. Therefore, the press
system can achieve excellent energy efliciency.

In a press system according to a still further aspect of the
present invention, it 1s preferable that the first hydraulic
cylinder, the second hydraulic cylinder, the pipe and the
valve are provided in plurality respectively, and the die
cushion apparatus includes: a plurality of pressure detectors
configured to detect pressures of the first pressure generation
chambers of the plurality of the first hydraulic cylinders
respectively; a plurality of pressure adjustment mechanisms
configured to adjust pressures of the first pressure generation
chambers of the plurality of the first hydraulic cylinders
respectively, a die cushion pressure command unit config-
ured to output a die cushion pressure command correspond-
ing to a predetermined die cushion load, and a die cushion
controller configured to control the plurality of pressure
adjustment mechanisms respectively based on the die cush-
ion pressure command and the pressures detected by the
plurality of pressure detectors such that the pressures of the
plurality of the first pressure generation chambers become
pressures corresponding to the die cushion pressure com-
mand.

In the press system with the above configuration, 1t 1s
possible to control the plurality of first hydraulic cylinders
individually. Therefore, even when an eccentric load 1s
applied to the cushion pad, control the pressures of the
respective first pressure generation chambers of the plurality

of first hydraulic cylinders corresponding to the eccentric
load.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a briel configuration diagram illustrating a first
embodiment of a press system according to the present
invention;

FIG. 2 1s a brnief configuration diagram illustrating a
second embodiment of the press system according to the
present 1nvention;

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram illustrating a die cushion
controller which controls a die cushion apparatus constitut-
ing the press system shown 1n FIG. 2 and an input/output
unit thereof;

FIG. 4 1s a brief configuration diagram illustrating a third
embodiment of the press system according to the present
invention;

FIG. 5 1s an enlarged view of the servo valve shown 1n
FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram illustrating a die cushion
controller which controls a die cushion apparatus constitut-
ing the press system shown in FIG. 4 and an input/output
unit thereof;

FIG. 7 1s a brief configuration diagram 1illustrating a fourth
embodiment of the press system according to the present
invention;

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram illustrating a die cushion
controller which controls a die cushion apparatus constitut-
ing the press system shown 1 FIG. 7 and an input/output
unit thereof;



US 11,529,664 B2

9

FIG. 9 1s a brief configuration diagram 1illustrating a fifth
embodiment of the press system according to the present
imnvention;

FIG. 10 1s a brief configuration diagram 1llustrating a sixth
embodiment of the press system according to the present
imnvention;

FIG. 11 1s a block diagram illustrating a die cushion
controller which controls a die cushion apparatus constitut-
ing the press system shown i FIG. 9 or FIG. 10 and an
input/output unit thereof;

FIG. 12 1s a brief configuration diagram illustrating a
seventh embodiment of the press system according to the
present mvention;

FIG. 13 1s a brief configuration diagram illustrating an
eighth embodiment of the press system according to the
present mvention;

FIG. 14 1s a graph 1llustrating a physical quantity wave-
form for a one-cycle period of the press system according to
the sixth embodiment shown 1n FIG. 10;

FIG. 15 1s a diagram 1llustrating a state of the press system
according to the sixth embodiment in which the slide of the
press machine 1s descending and before drawing starts and
while the cushion pad i1s on standby at a predetermined
standby position;

FI1G. 16 1s a diagram 1illustrating a state of the press system
according to the sixth embodiment when the slide of the
press machine 1s descending, drawing starts, an upper die, a
blank holder and a lower die come into contact (collision)
with one another via a material, and the cushion pad starts
die cushion load control;

FIG. 17 1s a diagram 1llustrating a state of the press system
according to the sixth embodiment when the slide of the
press machine reaches a bottom dead center, drawing ends
and die cushion load control ends;

FIG. 18 1s a diagram 1llustrating a state of the press system
according to the sixth embodiment when the slide of the
press machine starts to ascend from the bottom dead center
and at an 1itial stage of knockout when a knockout opera-
tion starts;

FI1G. 19 1s a diagram 1illustrating a state of the press system
according to the sixth embodiment when the slide of the
press machine 1s ascending and at a later stage of the
knockout operation;

FIG. 20 1s a table 1llustrating a motor capacity, average
power during forming and a power supply capacity of the
whole press system according to the present invention and
prior arts 1 to 3;

FIG. 21 1s a diagram 1illustrating an example of a press
system driven by a conventional servo motor; and

FIG. 22 1s a diagram illustrating another example of a
press system driven by a conventional servo motor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
EMBODIMENTS

(L]

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of a press system
according to the present invention will be described 1n detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment of Press System

FIG. 1 1s a brief configuration diagram illustrating a first
embodiment of a press system according to the present
invention.

A press system 10 shown 1n FIG. 1 includes a die cushion
apparatus 160-1 and a hydraulic drive mode press machine
100-1. The die cushion apparatus 160-1 includes one
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hydraulic cylinder 130 which functions as a first hydraulic
cylinder, one servo motor 151 (and one hydraulic pump/

motor 150 which functions as a hydraulic pump/motor)
which functions as a pressure adjustment mechanism for
adjusting a pressure of a first pressure generation chamber
(pressure generation chamber) 1305 which 1s a head-side
hydraulic chamber of the hydraulic cylinder 130, and so on.

Die Cushion Apparatus 160-1

The die cushion apparatus 160-1 shown 1 FIG. 1 1s
configured to be similar to the die cushion apparatus 1-2
according to Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2006-315074 shown 1n FIG. 21. The die cushion apparatus
160-1 includes the hydraulic cylinder 130, the fixed capacity
type hydraulic pump/motor 150, the servo motor 151 and a
die cushion controller 180-1 (FIG. 3) which controls torque
of the servo motor 151 so that a pressure (die cushion
pressure) ol a pressure generation chamber 1306 of the
hydraulic cylinder 130 becomes a desired pressure. Note
that parts of the die cushion apparatus 160-1 shown 1n FIG.
1 common to the parts of the die cushion apparatus 1-2
shown 1n FIG. 21 are assigned the same reference numerals.

A cushion pad 128 1s supported by the hydraulic cylinder
130 and a position detector 133 which detects the position of
the cushion pad 128 1s provided 1n the cushion pad 128. The
cushion pad 128 supports a blank holder 124 via a plurality
of cushion pins 126. A material (blank material) 80 1s set (in
contact with) on the top side of the blank holder 124 by a
conveyance apparatus (not shown).

A pressure detector 132 which detects a pressure of the
pressure generation chamber 1305 and one discharge port of
the hydraulic pump/motor 150 are connected to a pipe 152
which 1s connected to the head-side hydraulic chamber
(heremafiter referred to as “pressure generation chamber™)
1306 which functions as a {irst pressure generation chamber
of the hydraulic cylinder 130.

An accumulator 162 and the other discharge port of the
hydraulic pump/motor 150 are connected to a pipe con-
nected to a rod-side hydraulic chamber 130a of the hydraulic
cylinder 130.

Hydraulic o1l (hydraulic liquid) having a substantially
constant low pressure (system pressure) of around 3 to 15
kg/cm” is accumulated in the accumulator 162. The accu-
mulator 162 plays the role of a tank (low-pressure source).

A dnive shait of the servo motor 151 1s connected to a
rotary shait of the hydraulic pump/motor 150.

A hydraulic cylinder 137 which functions as a second
hydraulic cylinder for slhide drive (slide-drive hydraulic
cylinder) 1s provided 1n order to apply the same load as a die
cushion load 1n the opposite direction during the application
of the die cushion load. Note that the rod-side hydraulic
chamber 130a of the hydraulic cylinder 130 and a rod-side
hydraulic chamber 137a of the hydraulic cylinder 137 are
connected to each other via a pipe.

A pilot-dnve-type first logic valve 171 1s provided
between the pipe 152 connected to the pressure generation
chamber 13056 of the hydraulic cylinder 130 for die cushion
drive (die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinder) and a pipe 155
connected to the second pressure generation chamber (pres-
sure generation chamber which 1s a head-side hydraulic
chamber) 1375 of the slide-drive hydraulic cylinder 137, and
the pilot-drive-type first logic valve 171 functions as a valve
which blocks or establishes communication between the
pipes 152 and 155.

A first solenoid valve 175 switches a pressure to be
applied to the pilot port of the first logic valve 171, to any
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one of the pressure of the pressure generation chamber 1375
of the hydraulic cylinder 137 and the system pressure of the
accumulator 162. When the first logic valve 171 1s blocked,
the first solenoid valve 175 1s not excited and when the first
logic valve 171 1s opened (communicated), the first solenoid
valve 175 1s excited.

A pilot-drive-type logic valve (second logic valve) 173 1s
used to block or establish communication between the
pressure generation chamber 1375 of the slide-drive hydrau-
lic cylinder 137 and the accumulator 162.

A second solenoid valve 177 switches the pressure to be
applied to the pilot port of the second logic valve 173 to one
of the pressure of the pressure generation chamber 1375 of
the hydraulic cylinder 137 and the system pressure of the
accumulator 162.

When a piston rod (slide 110) of the hydraulic cylinder
137 descends, the second solenoid valve 177 1s not excited
in a case where the second logic valve 173 establishes
communication belfore starting die cushion force control
(forming), and in a case where the second logic valve 173
blocks the communication after starting die cushion force
control (forming). When the piston rod (slide 110) of the
hydraulic cylinder 137 ascends, the second solenoid valve
177 1s excited 1n a case where the pressure generation
chamber 13056 and the pressure generation chamber 1375 are
not communicated with each other (first solenoid valve
175—non excited), and 1n a case where the pressure gen-
eration chamber 1375 and the accumulator 162 are commu-
nicated with each other.

In the configuration example of the hydraulic circuit in the
present embodiment, when the pressure receiving area of the
pressure generation chamber 13056 of the hydraulic cylinder
130 15 assumed to be S1 and the pressure receiving area of
the pressure generation chamber 1375 of the hydraulic
cylinder 137 is assumed to be S2, the pressure recerving area

S1 1s preferably slightly (by 3 to 3%) greater than the
pressure receiving area S2 of the pressure generation cham-
ber 1375 of the hydraulic cylinder 137.

When the die cushion force operation starts (the slide 110
indirectly comes into contact with the cushion pad 128),
pressure o1l (q ) displaced (pushed away) tfrom the pressure
generation chamber 13056 of the hydraulic cylinder 130 starts
to flow into the pressure generation chamber 1375 of the
hydraulic cylinder 137 (as q,) via the first logic valve 171.
The o1l amount difference (q,—q,) caused by the diflerence
between the pressure receiving areas S1 and S2 can shorten
a pressure buildup time relative to the compression volume
increased by the combination of the pressure generation
chambers of both hydraulic cylinders and/or can boost quick
closure of the second logic valve 173.

In a steady state (state when a predetermined time has
passed after the start of the die cushion force operation), this
o1l amount difference 1s discharged into the accumulator 162
by the hydraulic pump/motor 150 driven by the servo motor
151 (accompanying the pressure control operation of the
pressure generation chambers of the combined both hydrau-
lic cylinders).

In this embodiment, the pressure receiving area S1 of the
pressure generation chamber 13056 of the hydraulic cylinder
130 1s set to be slightly larger than the pressure receiving
area S2 of the pressure generation chamber 1375 of the
hydraulic cylinder 137. However, depending on character-
istics of the hydraulic circuit, there 1s also a case where 1t
might be more suitable that the pressure receiving area S1 of
the pressure generation chamber 1305 of the hydraulic
cylinder 130 1s set to be slightly smaller than the pressure
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receiving area S2 of the pressure generation chamber 1375
of the hydraulic cylinder 137, contrary to the embodiment.

Therefore, the pressure receiving areas S1 and S2 are set
within a range of 0.95xS1=82=<1.05xS1 as appropniate.

Note that when priority 1s given to energy efliciency,
S1=S2 1s set. This 1s because the volume of the pressure o1l
displaced (pushed away) from the pressure generation cham-
ber 1375 of the hydraulic cylinder 130 becomes equal to the
volume of the pressure o1l flowing into the pressure genera-
tion chamber 1375 of the hydraulic cylinder 137 for the die
cushion force operation period, thus improving the energy
ciliciency.

Furthermore, a prefill valve may also be used instead of
the second logic valve 173.

A linear motion type relief valve 164 operates as a safety
valve. When an abnormal pressure 1s generated in the
pressure generation chamber 13056 of the hydraulic cylinder
130 or the pressure generation chamber 1375 of the hydrau-
lic cylinder 137, the pressure o1l responsible for generating

the abnormal pressure 1s relieved to the accumulator 162 via
the check valves 166 and 167.

Press Machine 100-1

The press machine 100-1 shown in FIG. 1 1s provided
with the hydraulic cylinder 137 which functions as a second
hydraulic cylinder and a plurality of (two) hydraulic cylin-
ders 117-1 and 117-2 which function as third hydraulic
cylinders. The slide 110 1s guided 1 a freely movable
manner in the vertical direction 1n FIG. 1 by a sliding
member 108 provided 1n a column 104 and driven 1n the
vertical direction by the hydraulic cylinders 137, 117-1 and
117-2.

The hydraulic cylinder 137 generates part of the press
load to be applied to the slide 110 when the shide 110
descends and the hydraulic cylinders 117-1 and 117-2 gen-
erate residual press load (press load corresponding to the
tforming load) other than the part of the press load when the
slide 110 descends.

Both ports (hydraulic connection ports) of hydraulic
pumps/motors 105-1 and 105-2 respectively shaft-connected
to servo motors 106-1 and 106-2 are connected to the
rod-side hydraulic chambers 117-1a and 117-2a and head-
side hydraulic chambers (pressure generation chambers)
117-156 and 117-2b6 of the hydraulic cylinders 117-1 and
117-2 respectively.

While piston rods of the hydraulic cylinders 117-1 and
117-2 are ascending, pilot-drive-type check valves 118-1
and 118-2 are opened by pressures (load pressures) acting on
the rod-side hydraulic chambers 117-1a and 117-2a so as to
cause pressure generation chambers 117-16 and 117-26 of
the hydraulic cylinders 117-1 and 117-2 to communicate
with the accumulator 162 respectively.

While the piston rods of the hydraulic cylinders 117-1 and
117-2 are descending, pilot-drive-type check valves 119-1
and 119-2 are opened by pressures (load pressures) acting on
the head-side hydraulic chambers (pressure generation
chambers) 117-15 and 117-2b6 so as to cause the rod-side
hydraulic chambers 117-1a and 117-2a of the hydraulic
cylinders 117-1 and 117-2 to communicate with the accu-
mulator 162 respectively.

In the hydraulic cylinders 117-1 and 117-2, the rod-side
hydraulic chambers have areas which are different from
areas of the head-side hydraulic chambers (pressure genera-
tion chambers). The piston rods of the hydraulic cylinders
117-1 and 117-2 move up and down 1n the vertical direction.
During the ascent of the piston rods, out of the o1l amount
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which 1s pushed away from the pressure generation cham-
bers 117-156 and 117-25, the extra o1l amount which cannot

been absorbed by the hydraulic pumps/motors 105-1 and
105-2 1s discharged 1nto the accumulator 162 via the pilot-
drive-type check valves 118-1 and 118-2. On the other hand,
during the descent of the piston rods, the hydraulic o1l 1s
supplied to the pressure generation chambers 117-156 and
117-2b6 by the hydraulic pumps/motors 105-1 and 105-2 and
the o1l amount corresponding to the descent amount of the
piston rods 1s pushed away from the rod-side hydraulic
chambers 117-1a and 117-2a. However, the o1l amount
pushed away from the rod-side hydraulic chambers 117-1a
and 117-2a 1s msutlicient for the o1l amount supplied to the
pressure generation chambers 117-15 and 117-26 1n
response to the descent of the piston rod. Therefore, the
insufficient o1l amount 1s drawn from the accumulator 162
by the hydraulic pumps/motors 105-1 and 105-2 via the
pilot-drive-type check valves 119-1 and 119-2.

Linear motion type relief valves 116-1 and 116-2 operate
as safety valves. When abnormal pressures are generated 1n
the rod-side hydraulic chambers 117-1aq and 117-2a, and the
pressure generation chambers 117-15 and 117-25b, the pres-
sure o1l responsible for generating the abnormal pressure 1s
relieved to the accumulator 162 via check valves 113-1,
113-2, 114-1 and 114-2.

Based on a slide position command (A) for causing the
slide 110 to move 1n the vertical direction, a slide position
signal (B) detected from a position detector 115 which
detects the position of the slide 110, and an angular velocity
signal 1 (C1) and an angular velocity signal 2 (C2) (not
shown) of the servo motors 106-1 and 106-2, a torque
command 1 (from A, B, C1) and a torque command 2 (A, B,
C2) are calculated. The calculated torque command 1 and
torque command 2 are outputted to the servo motors 106-1
and 106-2 via the respective servo amplifiers to drive the
slide-drive hydraulic cylinders 117-1 and 117-2, thereby
causing the slide 110 to move 1n the vertical direction.

An upper die 120 1s mounted on a die mounting surface
of the slide 110 and a lower die 122 1s mounted on a top
surtace of a bolster 102.

Comparison Between Present Invention and Prior
Art

In the conventional press system 1 shown 1n FIG. 21, the
main drive mechanmism for slide drive (slide-drive main drive
mechanism) and the main drive mechanism for die cushion
(cushion pad) drive (die-cushion-drive main drive mecha-
nism) are completely separated from each other. Therefore,
the press machine 1-1 needs to bear (provide) a press load
action and power associated therewith, while the die cushion
apparatus 1-2 needs to bear (provide) a die cushion load
action and power associated therewaith.

In drawing, 1t 1s considered that a press load needs to be
(to be prepared as) approximately twice a die cushion load.
Therefore, 1f the pressure receiving area of the pressure
generation chamber 1175 of the hydraulic cylinder 117 for
slide drive (slide-drive hydraulic cylinder) 1s assumed to be
S8 (the number represents the magmtude of the pressure
receiving area), the pressure recerving area of the pressure
generation chamber 13056 of the hydraulic cylinder 130 for
die cushion drive (die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinder) can
be assumed to be S4.

Furthermore, the power 1n a die cushion load action step
1s substantially proportional to the ratio between the pressure
receiving area of the pressure generation chamber 1175 of
the hydraulic cylinder 117 and the pressure recerving area of
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the pressure generation chamber 1305 of the hydraulic
cylinder 130. Therefore, 11 the capacity of the four servo
motors 106-1 to 160-4 for slide drnive (slide-drive servo
motors) 1s assumed to be M4x4=M16 (the number repre-
sents a motor capacity), the capacity of the two servo motors

141-1 and 141-2 for die cushion drive (die-cushion-drive

servo motors) can be assumed to be M4x2=MS. Thus, as the
whole system, servo motors need to have a capacity corre-

sponding to a M24 (=M4x4+M4x2) 1n total.

On the other hand, as described above, 1n the press system
10 shown 1n FIG. 1 according to the first embodiment of the
present invention, the slide-drive main drive mechanism and
the die-cushion-drive main drive mechanism are considered
as an integrated drawing system and are not completely
separated from each other.

In order to be comparable with the conventional press
system 1, all aspects of the press system 10 according to the
first embodiment are shown on a common scale, but the
pressure receiving area ol the pressure generation chamber
13056 of the die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinder 130 in the
press system 10 1s S4 just like the conventional press system

1.

Furthermore, the sum total of the pressure receiving areas
of the pressure generation chambers 1375, 117-156 and
117-25b of the slide-drive hydraulic cylinders 137, 117-1 and
117-2 15 also S8 just like the conventional press system 1.

However, the pressure receiving area S8 1s divided into
the pressure receiving arca S4 of the pressure generation
chamber 1376 of the slide-drive hydraulic cylinder 137
equal to the die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinder 130, and
the pressure receiving area S4 (S2x2 1n this embodiment) of
the pressure generation chambers 117-156 and 117-256 of the
other slide-drive hydraulic cylinders 117-1 and 117-2.

In the die cushion load action step (in which the speeds of
both hydraulic cylinders become substantially the same), the
pressure generation chamber 13056 of the die-cushion-drive
hydraulic cylinder 130 communicates with the pressure
generation chamber 1375 of the slide-drive hydraulic cyl-
inder 137 via the first logic valve 171. Therefore, the die
cushion load and the power associated with the die cushion
load action basically cancel each other (except the loss
caused by leakage in the hydraulic pump/motor).

Thus, for slide drive, the required servo motor capacity 1s
M4 x2=MS8 corresponding to the two servo motors 106-1 and
106-2 which generate a net forming load (except for the die
cushion load). For die cushion drive, the required servo
motor capacity 1s M1x1 to be used for pressure buildup (to
obtain pressure corresponding to the die cushion load), for
leakage loss compensation or for handling a case where the
cushion pad 128 singly performs a knockout operation. The
whole system requires the servo motors 106-1, 106-2 and
151 which have a total capacity corresponding to M9
(=M4x2+M1).

Therefore, the capacity of the servo motor 1n the press
system 10 1s reduced by 60% or more 1n the whole system
compared to the prior art. Regarding the portion associated
with the die cushion load, since the die cushion load
occupies the most of the press load (larger than at least 50%
of the press load), the eflect achueved by the servo motor
reduction 1s outstanding.

Second Embodiment of Press System

FIG. 2 1s a bnief configuration diagram illustrating a
second embodiment of the press system according to the
present invention.
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A press system 11 shown in FIG. 2 includes the die
cushion apparatus 160-1 shown 1 FIG. 1 and a mechanical
(crank) drive mode press machine 100-2.

The press machine 100-2 shown in FIG. 2 1s mainly
different from the press machine 100-1 shown 1n FIG. 1 1n
that the press machine 100-2 1s provided with a mechanical
drive umit which mechanically generates a press load in the
slide 110 when the slide 110 descends, instead of the
hydraulic cylinders 117-1 and 117-2 of the press machine
100-1 shown 1n FIG. 1. This mechanical drive unit includes
a crank shaft 112, a connecting rod 103 which connects the

crank shaft 112 and the slide 110, servo motors 106-1 and

106-2 which function as crank shait drive units and a
reduction gear 101.

A rotary drive force 1s transmitted to the crank shaft 112
from the servo motors 106-1 and 106-2 via the reduction
gear 101. The rotary motion of the crank shaft 112 1is
converted to linear motion by the connecting rod 103, and
transmitted to the slide 110 to drive the slide 110 in the
vertical direction.

The crank shatt 112 1s provided with an angle detector 111

which detects an angle of the crank shaft 112 and an angular
velocity detector 145 which detects an angular velocity of
the crank shaft 112.

Since the press system 11 according to the second
embodiment 1s common to the press system 10 according to
the first embodiment shown in FIG. 1 1n other aspects,
detailed description thereof will be omitted.

Furthermore, the press system 11 according to the second
embodiment 1ncludes the same number of servo motors
106-1, 106-2 and 151 with the same capacity as the press
system 10 according to the first embodiment, and the capac-
ity of the servo motors of the press system 11 can be reduced
by 60% or more compared to the prior art as the whole
system.

Die Cushion Controller 180-1

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram illustrating a die cushion
controller 180-1 which controls the die cushion apparatus
160-1 constituting the press system 11 shown i FIG. 2 and
an put/output unit thereof.

The die cushion controller 180-1 shown in FIG. 3
switches a control state between a pressure control state 1n
which a die cushion pressure (die cushion load) applied to
the cushion pad 128 1s controlled by the hydraulic cylinder
130 and a position control state in which a position of the
cushion pad 128 1s controlled by the hydraulic cylinder 130,
calculates a torque command 190 1n the respective control
states, outputs the calculated torque command 190 to the
servo motor 151 via a servo amplifier 182 and controls
torque of the servo motor 151.

Furthermore, the die cushion controller 180-1 includes a
valve controller 181. The valve controller 181 outputs drive
commands 188 and 189 to individually excite or non-excite
solenoids of the first solenoid valve 175 and the second
solenoid valve 177, and controls opening/closing (ON/OFF)
of the first logic valve 171 and the second logic valve 173
via the first solenoid valve 175 and the second solenoid
valve 177.

The die cushion controller 180-1 includes a die cushion
pressure command unit which outputs a predetermined die
cushion pressure command and receives a die cushion
pressure signal 194 from the pressure detector 132 in order
to control a pressure (die cushion pressure) of the pressure
generation chamber 1305 of the hydraulic cylinder 130

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

according to the die cushion pressure command outputted
from the die cushion pressure command unit 1n a pressure
control state.

In a case where the cushion pad 128 1s waiting (held) at
an 1nitial position during a knockout operation of a press-
formed product, or 1n a case where the hydraulic cylinder
130 1s caused to singly move in the vertical direction 1n a
position control state, the die cushion controller 180-1
receives a die cushion position signal 196 indicating the
position of the cushion pad 128 from the position detector
133 as a position feedback signal.

The die cushion controller 180-1 receives a crank angle
signal 1935 indicating an angle of the crank shaft 112 from
the angle detector 111. The crank angle signal 195 1s used to
count a timing when the die cushion force control starts (die
cushion force start timing), count a timing when the knock-
out starts (knockout start timing) or correct (convert to a
slide position signal) a position command during a knockout
operation.

Furthermore, when there 1s a diflerence 1n pressure receiv-
ing areas between the pressure generation chambers 1305
and 1376 of the hydraulic cylinder 130 and the hydraulic
cylinder 137, the die cushion controller 180-1 receives a
crank angular velocity signal 197 indicating an angular
velocity of the crank shaft 112 from the angular velocity
detector 145 1n order to correct an unbalanced o1l amount
(L/m), 1 other words, 1n order to convert the signal 197 to
a slide speed signal and calculate/estimate the unbalanced
01l amount from the shide speed signal.

Furthermore, the die cushion controller 180-1 receives a
motor angular velocity signal 192 generated via a signal
converter 157 from an encoder 156 which detects rotation of
the servo motor 151, as an angular velocity feedback signal
to secure mainly dynamic stability of the die cushion pres-
sure.

The hydraulic pump/motor 150 1s driven by the servo
motor 151 whose torque 1s controlled based on a torque
command 190 from the die cushion controller 180-1. In a die
cushion pressure control state i which the die cushion
pressure 1s controlled, the hydraulic pump/motor 150 1s
controlled such that the pressure of the total o1l amount that
f1lls the pressure generation chambers 13056 and 1375 of the
hydraulic cylinders 130 and 137 and pipes 152 and 155
which connect these pressure generation chambers 1306 and
1376 becomes a pressure corresponding to the die cushion
pressure command.

During die cushion pressure control, in a case where the
slide 110 descends (during forming) from colliding with a
material 80 (and a blank holder 124) t1ll reaching to a bottom
dead center, 11 the (pressure receiving area of the pressure
generation chamber 13756 of the hydraulic cylinder 130) S1
1s slightly (by 3 to 5%) greater than the (the pressure
receiving area of the pressure generation chamber 1375 of
the hydraulic cylinder 137) S2, the hydraulic pump/motor
150 1s displaced (driven) by the o1l amount difference
(q,-q,) obtained by subtracting pressure oil amount (q,)
flown into the pressure generation chamber 1375 of the
hydraulic cylinder 137 via the first logic valve 171 from the
pressure o1l amount (q_) flown out from the pressure gen-
cration chamber 13056 of the hydraulic cylinder 130. There-
fore, the torque of the servo motor 151 1s output 1n a
direction which hinders (1s opposite to) the rotation (drive)
of the hydraulic pump/motor 150. That 1s, power received by
the cushion pad 128 from the slide 110 causes pressure oil
to flow from the pressure generation chamber 1305 of the
hydraulic cylinder 130 into the hydraulic pump/motor 150
and the hydraulic pump/motor 150 operates as a hydraulic
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motor. The hydraulic pump/motor 150 drives the servo
motor 151 such that the servo motor 151 operates as a power
generator. The power generated by the servo motor 151 1s
regenerated to an AC power supply 184 from the servo
amplifier 182 via a DC power supply 186 having a power
regenerator.

ON/OFF of the first logic valve 171 or the second logic
valve 173 1s individually controlled by the first solenoid
valve 175 or the second solenoid valve 177 controlled by a
drive command 188 or 189 from the valve controller 181.
The first logic valve 171 1s turned ON 1n a case where the
pressure generation chambers 1306 and 1375 of the hydrau-
lic cylinders 130 and 137 communicate with each other
during the die cushion pressure control state. The second
logic valve 173 1s turned ON 1n a case where the commu-

nication between the pressure generation chambers 1305 and
13775 of the hydraulic cylinders 130 and 137 are blocked, the

slide 110 1s caused to ascend during a knockout operation
period of controlling the position of the cushion pad 128,
and hydraulic o1l displaced (pushed away) from the pressure
generation chamber 1375 of the hydraulic cylinder 137 1s

recovered ito the accumulator 162 via the second logic
valve 173.

Note that details of control of the first solenoid valve 175
and the second solenoid valve 177 (first logic valve 171 and
second logic valve 173) will be described later. Furthermore,
the die cushion controller of the press system 11 according,
to the first embodiment shown in FIG. 1 can also be
configured 1n the same way as the die cushion controller
180-1 of the press system 11 according to the second
embodiment.

Third Embodiment of Press System

FI1G. 4 1s a brief configuration diagram illustrating a third
embodiment of the press system according to the present
invention.

A press system 12 shown in FIG. 4 1s different from the
press system 11 shown 1n FIG. 2 1n that the press system 12
1s provided with a hydraulic circuit Y encircled by a dotted
line, 1nstead of a hydraulic circuit (hydraulic circuit includ-
ing the servo motor 151 and the hydraulic pump/motor 150)
X of the press system 11 encircled by a dotted line 1n FIG.
2. Note that 1n FIG. 4, parts common to the parts of the press
system 11 are assigned the same reference numerals and
detailed description thereof will be omitted.

The hydraulic circuit Y of the press system 12 shown in
FIG. 4 1s provided with a servo valve 201 and an accumu-
lator 202 which functions as a high-pressure source.

The servo valve 201 1s connected to the pressure genera-
tion chamber 1305 of the hydraulic cylinder 130 and pro-
vided 1n parallel to the first logic valve 171. The accumulator
202 accumulates hydraulic o1l having a substantially con-
stant high-pressure equal to a predetermined die cushion
pressure or higher and can supply the hydraulic o1l to the
servo valve 201.

FIG. 5 1s an enlarged view of the servo valve shown in
FIG. 4. As shown 1n FIG. 5, the substantially constant high
pressure equal to a predetermined (maximum) die cushion
pressure or higher stored (pressure accumulated) in the
accumulator 202 1s applied to a P port of the servo valve 201.
A substantially constant low pressure stored (pressure accu-
mulated) 1in the accumulator 162 1s applied to a'T port of the
servo valve 201. An a port (*“a” port) 1s disposed on the side
of the pressure generation chamber 1305 of the hydraulic

cylinder 130.
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As the servo valve 201, one with an underlap structure 1s
suitable for pressure control 1n which 1n a case where a spool
1s positioned at a neutral point, the P port 1s slightly open to
the T port (via a throttle) and 1n a case where the opening
degree of the servo valve 201 1s changed (opened and
closed) 1n the vicinmity of O (corresponding to the neutral
point of the spool), the pressure 1s easy to be gently changed
(increase and decrease) with respect to the (compression)
volume which 1s substantially constant.

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram illustrating a die cushion
controller 180-2 which controls a die cushion apparatus
160-2 provided 1n the press system 11 shown 1n FIG. 4 and
an iput/output unit thereof. Note that in FIG. 6, parts
common to the parts of the die cushion controller 180-1
shown 1 FIG. 3 and the put/output umt thereof are
assigned the same reference numerals and detailed descrip-
tion thereof will be omitted.

The die cushion controller 180-2 1s diflerent from the die
cushion controller 180-1 1n that the die cushion controller
180-2 outputs a servo valve opening command 211 which
controls the servo valve 201 and a solenoid valve ON
command 216 of a solenoid valve 208, instead of outputting
the torque command 190 for controlling torque of the servo
motor 131.

An accumulator pressure controller 183 included 1n the
die cushion controller 180-2 outputs a solenoid valve ON
command for turning ON the solenoid valve 208 based on a
pressure detection signal 215 detected by the pressure detec-
tor 206.

That 1s, 1n a case where the pressure detection signal
(pressure detection signal indicating the pressure stored 1n
the accumulator 202) 215 of the pressure detector 206
indicates a lower limit or less of a substantially constant

high-pressure set value, the accumulator pressure controller
183 outputs the solenoid valve ON command 216 which
turns ON (the pump 1s shifted to on-load state) the solenoid
valve (pressure accumulation solenoid valve) 208 until the
pressure detection signal indicates an upper limit or higher
of the substantially constant high-pressure set value.

Returning to FIG. 4, a check valve 203 1s equipped so as
to keep a substantially constant high pressure 1n a case where
the solenoid valve 208 1s OFF (1n a case where the pump 1s
in unload state). During the unload state, 1n a process of the
hydraulic o1l discharged from the hydraulic pump 203
passing through the solenoid valve 208 and returning to the
low-pressure line, the hydraulic o1l passes through an o1l
cooler 200 and 1s thereby cooled. A relief valve 207 func-
tions as a safety valve. A solenoid valve (pressure releasing
solenoid valve) 209 1s equipped to release the substantially
constant high pressure (safely) 1n a case where the machine
1s not 1n use. Reference numeral 204 indicates an induction
motor.

In a die cushion force operation step which 1s one of the
features of the present invention (carrying out a main
operation), the die cushion controller 180-2 shown 1n FIG.
6 outputs the servo valve opening command 211 to the servo
valve 201 via a servo amplifier 210 based on mainly the die
cushion pressure command signal and the die cushion pres-
sure signal 194 detected by the pressure detector 132.
Thereby, the die cushion controller 180-2 controls (the
opening of) the servo valve 201 so that the die cushion
pressure signal 194 matches (conforms with) the die cushion
pressure command signal.

In a steady state except when the die cushion force
operation starts, the servo valve 201 carries out the function
of supplementing the o1l amount leaking to the low-pressure
side from a b port of the opened first logic valve 171 via a
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pilot port. In addition, the servo valve 201 carries out the
function of supplying a slight amount of o1l 1n a case where

the pressure 1s changed (increased) in the direction of
increasing a die cushion force, and the function of discharg-
ing a slight amount of o1l 1n a case where the pressure 1s
changed (decreased) in the direction of decreasing a die
cushion force. The spool of the servo valve 201 preferably
has an underlap structure so that pressure control becomes
casy 1n the vicinity of a neutral point.

In the conventional die cushion apparatus adopting a
scheme of controlling a pressure (applied only to) of a
hydraulic cylinder for die cushion pressure generation by a
servo valve, the servo valve handles (processes) a large
amount of o1l flown out from the hydraulic cylinder. On the
other hand, in the press system 12 according to the third
embodiment, the pressure generation chamber 1306 of the
hydraulic cylinder 130 for die cushion pressure generation
communicates with the pressure generation chamber 1375 of
the slide-drive hydraulic cylinder 137, and the servo valve
201 1s used. Because the press system 12 basically does not
handle (process) o1l amounts except the above-described
slight o1l amount, the press system 12 suflers few decrease
in energy efliciency which 1s a disadvantage of the servo
valve. Further, in the press system 12, the advantageous
features of the servo valve such as accuracy (ol opening
control depending on selection) and excellent responsive-
ness become dominant. The press system 12 according to the
third embodiment 1s not inferior in function, compared to the
press systems 10 and 11 according to the first and second
embodiments 1n which the servo motor 151 (and the fixed
capacity type hydraulic pump/motor 150) 1s used.

Fourth Embodiment of Press System

FI1G. 7 1s a brief configuration diagram 1llustrating a fourth
embodiment of the press system according to the present
invention.

The press system 13 shown 1n FIG. 7 1s different from the
press system 11 shown 1n FIG. 2 1n that a hydraulic circuit
/. encircled by a dotted line 1s provided instead of the
hydraulic circuit X encircled by a dotted line of the press
system 11 in FIG. 2. Note that parts in FIG. 7 common to the
parts of the press system 11 are assigned the same reference
numerals and detailed description thereof will be omitted.

The hydraulic circuit Z of the press system 13 shown in
FIG. 7 includes a varniable capacity type hydraulic pump 303
which functions as a bidirectional variable capacity type
hydraulic pump and an electric motor (induction motor) 304
driven at a substantially constant rotating speed.

The variable capacity type hydraulic pump 303 1s pro-
vided 1n parallel to the first logic valve 171, one port of the
variable capacity type hydraulic pump 303 is disposed on
the side of the pressure generation chamber 1305 of the
hydraulic cylinder 130 and the other port 1s disposed on a
line (system pressure line) having a substantially constant
low-pressure stored (pressure accumulated) in the accumus-
lator 162.

The vanable capacity type hydraulic pump 303 1s shaft-
connected to the rotary shait of the induction motor 304
driven at a substantially constant rotating speed. The vari-
able capacity type hydraulic pump 303 can change the
displacement volume of the hydraulic o1l bidirectionally
centered on “0” and can discharge an o1l amount propor-
tional to the displacement volume in the direction from the
pressure generation chamber 1305 toward the system pres-
sure line and 1n the direction from the system pressure line
toward the pressure generation chamber 1305.

il
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The varniable capacity type hydraulic pump 303 1s prei-
erably a bidirectional variable swash-plate-(angle)-type
axial piston pump 1 which a displacement volume 1is
proportional to a swish plate angle (accompamed by mov-
able mass with relatively low 1nertia). It 1s also possible to
use a bidirectional inclined-shaft-(angle)-type axial piston
pump in which a displacement volume 1s proportional to an
inclined shaft angle (accompanied by movable mass with
relatively higher iertia than the swash plate type) because
the o1l amount range handled 1s small 1n die cushion pressure
control 1n the present invention. The bidirectional variable
swash-plate-(angle)-type axial piston pump 1s used in this
embodiment, and a linear motor (not shown) 1s used to drive
the swash plate angle with high response in both (+/-)
directions. It 1s also possible to adopt a general mode to
change the swash plate angle by driving the hydraulic
cylinder communicating with the swash plate angle using a
servo valve or a proportional valve based on a discharge
pressure (self-pressure) of the swash plate (angle) type axaal
piston pump or a separately provided pilot pressure.

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram illustrating a die cushion
controller 180-3 which controls a die cushion apparatus
160-3 constituting the press system 13 shown 1n FIG. 7 and
an mput/output unit thereof. Note that in FIG. 8, parts
common to the parts of the die cushion controller 180-1
shown m FIG. 3 and an input/output unit thereol are
assigned the same reference numerals and detailed descrip-
tion thereotf will be omitted.

The die cushion controller 180-3 1s diflerent from the die
cushion controller 180-1 1n that the die cushion controller
180-3 outputs an o1l amount command 311 for controlling
the variable capacity type hydraulic pump 303 instead of
outputting the torque command 190 for controlling torque of
the servo motor 151.

In a die cushion force operation step (carrying out a main
operation) which 1s one of the features of the present
application, the die cushion controller 180-3 outputs the o1l
amount command 311 to the variable capacity type hydrau-
lic pump 303 via an o1l amount controller 310 based on
mainly the die cushion pressure command signal and the die
cushion pressure signal detected by the pressure detector
132. Thereby, the die cushion controller 180-3 controls a
displacement volume (displacement o1l amount) of the vari-
able capacity type hydraulic pump 303 so that the die
cushion pressure signal 194 matches the die cushion pres-
sure command signal.

In a steady state except when a die cushion force opera-
tion starts, the variable capacity type hydraulic pump 303
performs the functions of: supplementing an o1l amount
leaked to the low-pressure side via a case of the variable
capacity type hydraulic pump 303; supplementing an o1l
amount leaked to the low-pressure side via the pilot port
from the b port of the opened first logic valve 171; supplying
a slight o1l amount 1n a case where the pressure 1s changed
(1increased) 1n the direction in which the die cushion force 1s
increased; and discharging a slight o1l amount 1 a case
where the pressure 1s changed (decreased) 1n the direction 1n
which the die cushion force 1s decreased. The variable
capacity type hydraulic pump 303 has a feature that the o1l
leakage amount (case drain) 1s 1n proportion to the discharge
pressure (in the direction from the pressure generation
chamber 1305 toward the system pressure line) in the
vicinity where the displacement volume (01l amount) 1s “0”.
The feature of the variable capacity type hydraulic pump
303 effectively works in order to control the slight o1l
amount.
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The vanable capacity type hydraulic pump 303 1s suitable
for pressure control because the pressure 1s likely to change
(increase or decrease) in response to a change in the dis-
placement volume 1n the vicinity of the “0” point with
respect to a substantially constant (compressed) volume. To
turther utilize this characteristic, it 1s preferable to control
the swash plate angle of the variable capacity type hydraulic
pump 303 with high accuracy using a linear motor. Dis-
placement volume control responsiveness of the variable
capacity type hydraulic pump 303 1s not a little inferior to
torque (current) control responsiveness of the servo motor
151 or opening control responsiveness ol the servo valve
201 even by improving a swash plate angle drive method.
However, since the o1l amount handled (processed) by the
variable capacity type hydraulic pump 303 i1s small in the die
cushion pressure control step of the present invention, the
variable capacity type hydraulic pump 303 1s by no means
inferior than driving using the servo motor 151 or the servo

valve 201.

Fifth Embodiment of Press System

FIG. 9 1s a brief configuration diagram illustrating a fifth
embodiment of the press system according to the present
invention.

A press system 14 shown 1n FIG. 9 1s different from the
press system 11 shown in FIG. 2 in that a die cushion
apparatus 160-4 of the press system 14 includes a plurality
of (two) servo motors 151 and 154 (two hydraulic pumps/
motors 150 and 153) as opposed to the die cushion apparatus
160-1 of the press system 11 which includes one servo motor
151 (one hydraulic pump motor 150). Note that in FIG. 9,
parts common to those 1n the press system 11 are assigned
the same reference numerals and detailed description thereof
will be omuitted.

Because the press system 11 uses one servo motor 151
having a servo motor capacity of M1, there 1s a possibility
that, as the die cushion force increases (the pressure receiv-
ing area ol the pressure generation chamber 1306 of the
die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinder 130 and the pressure
receiving area of the pressure generation chamber 1375 of
the slide-drive hydraulic cylinder 137 increase), a pressure
buildup time needed to obtain a pressure corresponding to
the die cushion load may become longer. In addition, in a
case where the cushion pad 128 singly performs a knockout
operation, there 1s a possibility that the knockout speed may
decrease.

The press system 14 shown in FIG. 9 solves the problem
of delay 1n the pressure buildup time for the die cushion
pressure and the problem of decrease in the knockout speed
by providing a plurality of (two) servo motors 151 and 154
(two hydraulic pumps/motors 150 and 153) in parallel.

Here, because the capacity M1 of the die-cushion-drive
servo motor 151 1s, for example, 74 of the capacity M4 of the
slide-drive servo motor 106-1, a large-capacity servo motor
may be used instead of increasing the number of servo
motors. For example, 1n the case of this embodiment, one
servo motor having a capacity M2 may be used instead of
the two servo motors 151 and 154 respectively having the
capacity M1. In a case where a commercially available servo
motor having a maximum capacity 1s still not enough to
provide the capacity required by the system, it 1s preferable
to use a plurality of servo motors 1n parallel.

Sixth Embodiment of Press System

FI1G. 10 1s a brief configuration diagram illustrating a sixth
embodiment of the press system according to the present
invention.
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A press system 15 shown 1n FIG. 10 has a die cushion
apparatus different from the die cushion apparatus in the
press system 14 shown in FIG. 9. That 1s, the die cushion
apparatus 160-4 of the press system 14 1s provided with one
die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinder 130 and one slide-drive
hydraulic cylinder 137, whereas the die cushion apparatus
160-5 of the press system 15 1s provided with (a plurality of)
two die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2
and two shide-drive hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and 137-2.

The two die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and
130-2 shown in FIG. 10 are arranged 1n parallel at symmet-
ric positions with respect to the cushion pad 128. The
pressure generation chambers 130-16 and 130-26 of the
hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 communicate with each
other, and the rod-side hydraulic chambers of the hydraulic
cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 communicate with each other.

Here, 1f the sum total (£S1) of pressure recerving areas of
the pressure generation chambers 130-15 and 130-25 of the
two hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 1s equal to a
pressure receiving area S1 of the pressure generation cham-
ber 1305 of the one hydraulic cylinder 130, the two hydrau-
lic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 can be controlled in the same
way as the one hydraulic cylinder 130.

Similarly, the two slide-drive hydraulic cylinders 137-1
and 137-2 are arranged 1n parallel at symmetric positions
with respect to the shide 110. Furthermore, the pressure
generation chambers 137-16 and 137-2b of the hydraulic
cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 communicate with each other,
and the rod-side hydraulic chambers of the hydraulic cylin-
ders 137-1 and 137-2 communicate with each other.

Here, the sum total (£S2) of the pressure receiving areas
of the pressure generation chambers 137-15 and 137-26 of
the two hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 1s configured to
match the sum total (X51) of the pressure receiving areas of
the pressure generation chambers 130-15 and 130-25 of the
two hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2, or satisiy a range
of 0.95x2S81=X82=1.05x2S1.

With the plurality of die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylin-
ders provided in parallel 1n this way, 1t 1s possible to apply
the die cushion load to the cushion pad 128 uniformly.

Furthermore, with the plurality of slide-drive hydraulic
cylinders provided 1n parallel, 1t 1s possible to arrange the
plurality of slide-drive hydraulic cylinders at positions cor-
responding to the plurality of die-cushion-drive hydraulic
cylinders, or arrange the plurality of hydraulic cylinders 1n
a dispersed arrangement in accordance with the convenience
in terms of the arrangement so as not to interfere with other
mechanisms (e.g., connecting rod).

FIG. 11 1s a block diagram illustrating a die cushion
controller 180-4 which controls the die cushion apparatus
160-4 of the press system 14 shown in FIG. 9 or the die
cushion apparatus 160-5 of the press system 15 shown 1n
FIG. 10, and an input/output umt thereof.

The die cushion controller 180-4 shown i FIG. 11 1s
different from the die cushion controller 180-1 shown 1n
FIG. 3 1n that torques of the two servo motors 151 and 154
are independently controlled.

The die cushion controller 180-4 switches between a
pressure control state in which a die cushion pressure (die
cushion load) applied to the cushion pad 128 by the hydrau-
lic cylinder 130 (or the hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2)
1s controlled and a position control state in which the
position of the cushion pad 128 1s controlled by the hydrau-
lic cylinder 130 (or the hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and
130-2). Further, the die cushion controller 180-4 calculates
the torque commands 190 and 191 1n the respective control
states, and outputs the calculated torque commands 190 and
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191 to the servo motors 151 and 154 via servo amplifiers 182
and 183 to control the torques of the servo motors 151 and

154.

The die cushion controller 180-4 receives motor angular
velocity signals 192 and 193 generated from encoders 156
and 158 which detect rotations of the servo motors 151 and
154 via signal converters 157 and 159 as angular velocity
feedback signals to secure dynamic stability of the die
cushion pressure. Furthermore, 1n the die cushion pressure
control state, in a case where the hydraulic pumps/motors
150 and 153 operate as hydraulic motors and the servo motor
151 operates as a power generator, the power generated by
the servo motors 151 and 154 1s regenerated to an AC power
supply 184 from the servo amplifiers 182 and 183 via DC
power supplies 186 and 187 having respective power regen-
erators.

Seventh Embodiment of Press System

FIG. 12 1s a brief configuration diagram illustrating a
seventh embodiment of the press system according to the
present mvention.

The press system 16 shown in FIG. 12 has a die cushion
apparatus different from the die cushion apparatus of the
press system 15 shown 1n FIG. 10. That 1s, 1n the die cushion
apparatus 160-5 of the press system 13, the pressure gen-
cration chambers of the two die-cushion-drive hydraulic
cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 communicate with each other, the
rod-side hydraulic chambers of the hydraulic cylinders
130-1 and 130-2 also communicate with each other, and the
pressure generation chambers 1375 of the two shide-drive
hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 communicate with each
other. However, 1n a die cushion apparatus 160-6 of the press
system 16 shown 1n FIG. 12, the two sets of the die-cushion-
drive hydraulic cylinder 130-1 and the slide-drive hydraulic
cylinder 137-1, and the hydraulic cylinder 130-2 and the
hydraulic cylinder 137-2 have separate hydraulic circuits, so
as to be controlled independently of each other.

The hydraulic circuit corresponding to the one set of the
hydraulic cylinder 130-1 and the hydraulic cylinder 137-1
(the hydraulic circuit includes a hydraulic pump/motor
150-1 driven by the servo motor 151-1, pipes 152-1 and
155-1, a first logic valve 171-1, a second logic valve 173-1,
a first solenoid valve 175-1, a second solenoid valve 177-1,
an accumulator 162-1, a pressure detector 132-1, a relief
valve 164-1, and check valves 166-1 and 167-1) 1s indepen-
dent of the hydraulic circuit corresponding to the other set of
the hydraulic cylinder 130-2 and the hydraulic cylinder
137-2 (the hydraulic circuit includes a hydraulic pump/
motor 150-2 driven by the servo motor 151-2, pipes 152-2
and 155-2, a first logic valve 171-2, a second logic valve
173-2, a first solenoid valve 175-2, a second solenoid valve
177-2, an accumulator 162-2, a pressure detector 132-2, a
relief valve 164-2, and check valves 166-2 and 167-2).

Furthermore, a position detector 133-1 which detects the
position ol the hydraulic cylinder 130-1 and a position
detector 133-2 which detects the position of the hydraulic
cylinder 130-2 are also provided independently of each
other.

In the press system 16 according to the seventh embodi-
ment, the two hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 can be
controlled independently of each other. The configuration of
press system 16 1s eflective especially 1n a case where a die
cushion (pressure) force 1s individually operated for each
drawing shape.

In a case where the cushion pad 128 ascends or the
cushion pad 128 descends singly during the knockout opera-
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tion or the like, the cushion pad 128 ascends or descends,
with the hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 137-1, and the

hydraulic cylinders 130-2 and 137-2 synchronizing with one
another. This ascending or descending of the cushion pad
128 1s performed 1n accordance with a first torque command
and a second torque command outputted to the servo motors
151-1 and 151-2 via the respective servo amplifiers. The first
torque command and the second torque command are cal-
culated from one die cushion position command (G), a
position detection signal (H1) detected from the position
detector 133-1 which detects the position of the hydraulic
cylinder 130-1, a position detection signal (H2) detected
from the position detector 133-2 which detects the position
of the hydraulic cylinder 130-2 and motor angular velocity
signals (I1) and (I2) (corresponding to the motor angular
velocity signals 192 and 193 1n FIG. 11) of the respective
servo motors 151-1 and 151-2. Specifically, the first torque
command 1s calculated from G, H1 and I1, and the second
torque command 1s calculated from G, H2 and 12.

Eighth Embodiment of Press System

FIG. 13 1s a brief configuration diagram illustrating an
cighth embodiment of the press system according to the
present 1vention.

A press system 17 shown 1n FIG. 13 has a die cushion
apparatus different from the die cushion apparatus of the
press system 16 shown in FIG. 12. Specifically, 1n the die
cushion apparatus 160-6 of the press system 16, the hydrau-
lic circuit corresponding to the one set of the hydraulic
cylinder 130-1 and the hydraulic cylinder 137-1 and the
hydraulic circuit corresponding to the other set of the
hydraulic cylinder 130-2 and the hydraulic cylinder 137-2
respectively include one servo motor 151-1, 151-2 (and
hydraulic pump/motor 150-1, 150-2 shaft-connected to the
servo motor 151-1, 151-2), whereas the die cushion appa-

ratus 160-7 of the press system 17 includes a plurality of
(two) servo motors 151-1, 154-1, 151-2, 154-2 (and the

hydraulic pumps/motors 150-1, 153-1, 150-2, 153-2 shalft-
connected to the servo motors 151-1, 154-1, 151-2, 154-2)
provided for each hydraulic circuit. Note that in FIG. 13,
parts common to the parts of the press system 16 are
assigned the same reference numerals and detailed descrip-
tion thereol will be omatted.

The press system 16 uses one servo motor 151-1 or 151-2
having a servo motor capacity of M1 for each independently
controlled hydraulic circuit. Therefore, the press system 16
may have the problem that a pressure buildup time needed
to obtain a pressure corresponding to the die cushion load
becomes longer as the die cushion force increases, and the
problem that the knockout speed 1s deceased 1n a case where
the cushion pad 128 singly performs a knockout operation.

Because the press system 17 shown in FIG. 13 includes a
plurality of (two) servo motors 151-1, 154-1, 151-2, 154-2

(two hydraulic pumps/motors 150-1, 153-1, 150-2, 153-2)
which are provided 1n parallel for each independently con-
trolled hydraulic circuit, the problem of delay in pressure
buildup time for the die cushion pressure and the problem of
slowdown 1n the knockout speed.

Operation

Next, operation of the press system according to the
present invention will be described.

FIG. 14 1s a graph illustrating wavetforms of physical
quantities for one-cycle period of the press system 15
according to the sixth embodiment shown in FIG. 10. FIG.
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15 to FIG. 19 are diagrams 1illustrating an operation state of
the press system 15 1n five processes a to € of one-cycle
period of the press system 15 respectively.

An upper part in FI1G. 14 shows a die cushion position (die
cushion position detected by the position detector 133) (mm)
and a position of the slide 110 (slide position). A middle part
in FIG. 14 shows a die cushion load (kIN) borne by the
hydraulic cylinder 130 (130-1, 130-2), a press load (1) (kN)
borne by the hydraulic cylinder 137 (137-1, 137-2) and a
press load (2) (kN) borne by the connecting rod 103 of the
press machine 100-3 assuming that the downward direction
1s positive. A lower part shows an ON (1)/OFF (0) signal of
the first solenoid valve 175 and an ON (1)/OFF (0) signal of
the second solenoid valve 177.

<a: “state of press”—slide 1s descending (before drawing
starts), “state of die cushion”—waiting at standby position>

FIG. 15 corresponds to the process a 1n FIG. 14. FIG. 15
illustrates a state of the press system 15 in which the slide
110 of the press machine 100-3 i1s descending and before
drawing starts, and the cushion pad 128 i1s waiting at a
predetermined standby position.

The crank shait 112 of the press machine 100-3 1s driven
via the reduction gear 101 by (both) the servo motors 106-1
and 106-2, based on a crank shaft-angular velocity com-
mand signal (not shown), an angle signal detected from the
angle detector 111 attached to the crank shaft 112 and
angular velocity signals (not shown) of the servo motors
106-1 and 106-2 so that the crank shait 112 has a predeter-
mined (command-following) angular velocity.

The slide 110 descends via the connecting rod 103 accord-
ing to the angular velocity of the crank shait 112. In this
process a, drawing has not been started yet.

Furthermore, piston rods of the hydraulic cylinders 137-1
and 137-2 which are disposed so as to cancel the die cushion
load are connected to the slide 110. The system pressure
(substantially constant low pressure 1n a range of around 3
to 15 kg/cm”) stored in the accumulator 162 is applied to the
pressure generation chambers 137-156 and 137-256 of the
hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 via the second loglc
valve 173 with the second solenoid valve 177 being set 1n an
OFF (0) state. A press load (1) (approximately 50 kN) 1s
applied to the slide 110 from the piston rods of the hydraulic
cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 (downward). The press load (1)
in this state 1s not contribute to forming of the material 80.

At this time, a force for accelerating/decelerating the slide
110 downward (slide accelerating/decelerating force), a
force supporting the press load (1) (approximately 50 kIN)

and a force supporting the gravity of the slide 110 (approxi-
mately 200 kIN) are applied to the connecting rod 103. Since
the accelerating/decelerating force i1s relatively small (so
small to be negligible 1n this embodiment), the press load (2)
borne by the connecting rod 103 1s approximately —250 kN
(upward) which cancels the press load (1) and the gravity of
the slide 110.

The cushion pad 128 of the die cushion apparatus 160-5
1s driven via the hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 so as
to be placed at a predetermined standby position. The
predetermined standby position 1s a position where the
material 80 on the blank holder 124 supported by the
cushion pins 126 disposed on the cushion pad 128 comes
into contact with the upper die 120 at a predetermined slide
position (slide position when the die cushion load action
starts).

The die cushion controller 180-4 (FIG. 11) calculates the
torque commands 190 and 191 based on a standby position
command signal (not shown), the die cushion position signal
196 and the motor angular velocity signals 192 and 193, and
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controls torques of the servo motors 151 and 154 based on
the calculated torque commands 190 and 191 respectively.
The hydraulic pumps/motors 150 and 153 driven by the
torque-controlled servo motors 151 and 154 supply hydrau-
lic o1l to the hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2, and the
position of the cushion pad 128 is controlled so that the
cushion pad waits at a predetermined standby position.

At this time, the die cushion load (on CYL 130) acting on
the piston rods of the hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2
substantially corresponds to the gravity of the cushion pad
128 and 1s approximately —100 kN (upward).

The first solenoid valve 175 controlled by the valve
controller 181 1s 1n an OFF (0) state. The pressures of the
pressure generation chambers 130-16 and 130-26 of the
hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 are applied to the a port
(“a” port) and the pilot port of the first logic valve 171. The
pressures ol the pressure generation chambers 137-15 and
137-2b of the hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and 137-2, which
are smaller than the pressures applied to the a port, are
applied to the b port of the first logic valve 171. At this time,
the first logic valve 171 1s closed. Therefore, the powers of
the servo motors 151 and 154 are used only for driving the
hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2.

Moreover, the second solenoid valve 177 1s in an OFF (0)
state. The system pressure 1s applied to the a port of the
second logic valve 173, and the pressures acting on the
pressure generation chambers of the hydraulic cylinders
137-1 and 137-2, are applied to the b port and the pilot port
of the second logic valve 173. Here, the pressures acting on
the pressure generation chambers of the hydraulic cylinders
137-1 and 137-2 fall below the system pressure due to the
slide descending operation. At this time, the second logic
valve 173 1s open. Therelfore, the pressure slightly lower
than the system pressure acts on the respective pressure
generation chambers of the hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and
137-2 such that no negative pressure 1s produced (pressure
1s likely to rise when forming starts) during a period when
the press forming 1s not working (before drawing starts)
while the slide 1s descending.

<b: press—slide 1s descending and drawing starts, die
cushion—die cushion load control starts>

FIG. 16 which corresponds to the process b 1n FIG. 14.
FIG. 16 shows a state of the press system 15 when the slide
110 of the press machine 100-3 1s descending, and the upper
die 120, the blank holder 124 and the lower die 122 come
into contact (collision) with one another via the material 80
to start drawing, and the cushion pad 128 starts die cushion
load control.

The timing when the die cushion load control starts 1s a
timing when a slide position calculated (converted) based on
the crank angle signal 195 reaches a preset die cushion
standby position.

The die cushion controller 180-4 (FIG. 11) calculates the
torque commands 190 and 191 of the servo motors 151 and
154 based on the die cushion pressure command signal (not
shown), the die cushion pressure signal 194, the motor
angular velocity signals 192 and 193, and a slide speed
signal calculated (converted) from the crank angular veloc-
ity signal 197. The die cushion controller 180-4 controls the
torque of the servo motors 151 and 154 based on the
calculated torque commands 190 and 191 so that a prede-
termined (set) die cushion load (2000 kN) 1s generated in the
piston rods of the hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2. The
respective hydraulic pumps/motors 150 and 153 shait-con-
nected to the servo motors 151 and 154 whose torques are
controlled. Thus, the pressures acting on the respective
pressure generation chambers of the hydraulic cylinders
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130-1 and 130-2 which are respectively connected to one
side (high-pressure side) ports of the hydraulic pumps/
motors 150 and 153, can be controlled to become a prede-
termined value (P,) (matching the command).

Here, the motor angular velocity signals 192 and 193 of
the servo motors 151-1 and 154 are used to improve (ad-
vance) pressure phase delay characteristics 1n pressure con-
trol by the die cushion controller 180-4 and secure dynamic
stability. The slide speed signal converted from the crank
angular velocity signal 197 1s used for control compensation
to 1mprove pressure accuracy in the pressure control when
there 1s a difference 1n pressure receiving areas between the

respective pressure generation chambers of the hydraulic
cylinders 130-1, 130-2 and the hydraulic cylinders 137-1,

137-2.

The valve controller 181 of the die cushion controller
180-4 turns ON (1) the first solenoid valve 175 simultane-
ously with the starting of the die cushion load control so that
the system pressure 1s applied to the pilot port of the first
logic valve 171, thereby opening the first logic valve 171. At
this time, the pressure (P,,) applied to (or 1n process of to be
applied to) the pressure generation chambers of the hydrau-
lic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 1s also applied to the pressure
generation chambers of the slide-drive hydraulic cylinders
137-1 and 137-2 via the opened first logic valve 171.
Furthermore, the second logic valve 173 is closed since the
pressure P, 1s applied to the pilot port of the second logic
valve 173.

Because the pressure generation chambers of the die
cushion load generation hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2
communicate with the pressure generation chambers of
hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 for generating the press
load (1), the pressure P,, acts on the respective cylinders.
The pressure o1l displaced (pushed away) from the pressure
generation chambers of the hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and

130-2 1s supplied to the pressure generation chambers of the
hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 as the slide descends.
After all, since the total amount of pressure o1l intervening,
between the pressure generation chambers 130-15 and 130-
2b of the hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 and the
pressure generation chambers 137-16 and 137-26 of the
hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 1s unchanged, the servo
motors 151 and 154 which control the pressure P, basically
do not rotate (work) but are required to rotate (work) only
minutely so as to compensate the loss caused by leakage
from the hydraulic pumps/motors 150 and 153.

<b to ¢: *

“state of

Drawing 1s performed from the state shown in FIG. 16
corresponding to the process b 1n FI1G. 14 till the state shown
in FIG. 17 corresponding to the process ¢ i FIG. 14.

The middle part 1n FIG. 14 shows a state 1n which the die
cushion load and the press load (1) are acting so as to cancel
cach other all the time during forming, and a state 1n which
the press load (2) 1s applied to the connecting rod 103.

The press load (2) represents a drawing load generated in
the process 1n which a contour portion of the material 80 1s
pressed by the die cushion load against the upper die 120 and
the blank holder 124 and a central portion of the material 80
1s subjected to drawing while being sandwiched between the
upper die 120 and the lower die 122. The press load (2)
gently increases from time when the drawing starts and
reaches a maximum value of 1350 kN substantially at the
middle of the forming stroke (die cushion stroke) (having a
length of 260 mm).

After all, 1n the process 1n which drawing 1s performed, no
work relating to the die cushion load action (except for the
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loss) 1s performed and only the work relating to a net
drawing load action 1s performed by the servo motors 106-1
and 106-2 via the reduction gear 101, the crank shaft 112, the
connecting rod 103 and the shide 110.

o . .
and end of drawing,
cushion load control>

FIG. 17 corresponds to the process ¢ in FIG. 14. FIG. 17
illustrates a state of the press system 15 when the slide 110
ol the press machine 100-3 reaches the bottom dead center,
drawing ends and die cushion load control ends.

The timing at which the slide 110 of the press machine
100-3 reaches the bottom dead center 1s a timing at which
the slide position converted from the crank angle signal 1935
indicates 0 (zero) or a timing at which the slide position
reaches a predetermined slide position slightly ahead of the
timing when the slide position indicates 0.

While keeping the pressure control state started from the
point 1n time b shown 1n FIG. 14, a die cushion pressure
command signal (not shown) i1s changed so that 300 kN
(programmed 1n advance) for an 1nitial stage of knockout 1s
generated at the piston rods of the hydraulic cylinders 130-1
and 130-2 and the piston rods of the hydraulic cylinders
137-1 and 137-2. After all, the pressures applied to the
pressure generation chambers 130-15 and 130-256 of the
hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2 and the pressures
applied to the pressure generation chamber 137-15 and
137-2b of the hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 commu-
nicating therewith are decompressed from the pressure P,
corresponding to the predetermined die cushion load to a
pressure P, corresponding to the load 300 kN for an 1nitial
stage ol knockout.

The 1mitial knockout force which 1s made to act by this
pressure P, 1s a minimum necessary value excelling the
gravity acting on the cushion pad 128, the cushion pin 126,
the blank holder 124 and the product or the frictional force
generated along with sliding between the product and the
lower die 122, which 1s necessary for the slide 110 to ascend
while the upper die 120 and the blank holder 124 are stably
keeping the contact state via the contour portion (unneces-
sary portion of the product) of the product (which 1s the
tformed material 80).

<d: “state ol press” ascending,
cushion”—initial stage of knockout>

FIG. 18 corresponding to the process d 1in FIG. 14 shows
a state of the press system 135 in an initial stage of knockout
when the shide 110 of the press machine 100-3 starts
ascending from the bottom dead center and the knockout
operation starts.

In the 1mitial stage of knockout, the product 1s knocked out
as the slide 110 ascends with the upper die 120 and the blank
holder 124 are keeping the contact state via the contour
portion of the product through action of mitial knockout
(programmed 1n advance) 300 kN on the piston rods of the
hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and 130-2, and the piston rods of
the hydraulic cylinders 137-1 and 137-2.

At this time, the pressure o1l displaced from the pressure
generation chambers 137-16 and 137-26 of the hydraulic
cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 1s supplied to the pressure gen-
eration chambers 130-156 and 130-256 of the hydraulic cyl-

inders 130-1 and 130-2. The servo motors 151 and 154
which control the knockout (controls the pressure P; ) basi-
cally do not (is not required to) rotate (work) (except for the
loss) 1n this way, providing excellent efliciency.

“state of die
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<g: “state of press”—slide 1s ascending, “state of die
cushion”—Ilater stage of knockout>

FIG. 19 corresponding to the process € in FIG. 14 shows
a state of the press system 15 while the slide 110 of the press
machine 100-3 1s ascending and in a late stage of knockout
operation.

During the knockout operation of the cushion pad 128,
when the slide reaches a point 160 mm ahead of a standby
position (slide position 260 mm when die cushion load
action starts), the valve controller 181 causes the {irst
solenoid valve 175 to turn OFF (0), and causes the second
solenoid valve 177 to turn ON (1) to thereby close the first
logic valve 171 and open the second logic valve 173.

The die cushion controller 180-4 operates the torque
commands 190 and 191 based on a position command signal
moving (sweeping) from the position control start position
(approximately 175 mm before the first logic valve 171 1s
closed) toward the standby position, the die cushion position
signal 196, motor angular velocity signals 192 and 193 and
a slide position signal converted from the crank angle signal
195 and controls torque of the servo motors 151 and 154
based on the calculated torque commands 190 and 191
respectively. The hydraulic pumps/motors 150 and 153
driven by the torque-controlled servo motors 151 and 154
supply hydraulic o1l to the hydraulic cylinders 130-1 and
130-2, and the cushion pad 128 1s position-controlled so as
to ascend at a predetermined (set) speed and stop at a
standby position.

Furthermore, the pressure o1l displaced from the hydraulic
cylinders 137-1 and 137-2 1s absorbed into the accumulator
162 via the second logic valve 173.

As shown 1n the wavelorm diagram in the upper part 1n
FIG. 14 (relationship between the die cushion position and
the slide position), 1n the later knockout, the cushion pad 128
knocks out the product via the cushion pin 126, the blank
holder 124 and the contour portion of the product without
contacting the upper die 120.

The motor angular velocity signals 192 and 193 of the
servo motors 151-1 and 154 are used to improve (advance)
the position phase delay characteristic in position control
and secure dynamic stability and the slide position signal
converted from the crank angle signal 1935 1s used to prevent

the cushion pad 128 from colliding (interfering) with the
slide 110.

b

COMPARAITIVE EXAMPLES

FIG. 20 1s a table 1llustrating a motor capacity, average
power during forming and a power supply capacity of the
whole press system according to the present invention and
prior arts 1 to 3.

The present mvention corresponds to, for example, the
press system 10 of the first embodiment shown 1 FIG. 1, the
prior art 1 corresponds to the conventional press systems
shown 1n FIG. 21 and FIG. 22, the prior art 2 corresponds
to the press system described 1n Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 2010-069498 and the prior art 3 corresponds
to the conventional press system including the die cushion
apparatus described in W0O2010-038710.

In the case of the prior art 1, when power necessary for net
forming (power required by the whole press system with
respect to the outside) 1s assumed to be 1, the required servo
motor capacities and the driver capacities (motor capacity)
which are proportional to the power are: 2 for the press
machine; 1 for the die cushion apparatus; and 3 for the whole
press system.
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A power supply apparatus 1s necessary to provide average
power (average power during forming) consumed by the
whole press system for forming of 1.3 and a power supply
capacity of 3.

In the case of the prior art 2, the required motor capacities
of the servo motors are: 2 for the press machine; 1 for the die
cushion apparatus; and 3 for the whole press system. A
power supply apparatus 1s necessary to provide average
power during forming of 1.15 and a power supply capacity
of 1.15. In the prior art 1, the value 1.15 of the average
power during forming 1s regenerated to the power supply via
a regenerative converter, whereas the prior art 2 takes nto
consideration the efliciency improvement which eliminates
the necessity for power regeneration in a configuration
including a shared DC power supply.

In the case of the prior art 3, the required motor capacities
of the servo motors are: 2 for the press machine; 0.5 for the
die cushion apparatus; and 2.5 for the whole press system.
A power supply apparatus 1s necessary to provide average
power during forming of 1.65 and a power supply capacity

of 2.5.

In contrast, 1n the case of the present invention, the
required motor capacities of the servo motors are: 1 for the
press machine; 0.2 for the die cushion apparatus; and 1.2 for
the whole press system. Furthermore, a power supply appa-
ratus 1s necessary to provide average power during forming
of 1.1 and a power supply capacity of 1.2 (the power supply
capacity of 1.2 1s a value when the prior art 2 1s not applied).

As 1s also apparent from FI1G. 20, the servo motor capacity
of the whole press system in the present invention 1is
drastically reduced compared to the prior arts 1 to 3. For
example, the present invention can reduce the motor capac-
ity by 60% compared to the prior arts 1 and 2, and can also
reduce the motor capacity by around 50% compared to the
prior art 2. Furthermore, 1t 1s known that the present inven-
tion also excels the prior art 1 to 3 i terms of average power
during forming.

The power supply capacity i1s a value to which the prior
art 2 1s not applied, but 1s comparable to the prior art 2, the
g1st of the mvention of which 1s a reduction of power supply

capacity.

Others

The number of die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinders and
the number of slide-drive hydraulic cylinders are not limited
to one or two 1n the respective embodiments, and the number
of die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinders and the number of
slide-drive hydraulic cylinders can be different as long as
their pressure receiving areas are substantially equal.

Although a crank press including a crank shaft and a
connecting rod has been described in the embodiments as a
press machine in a mechanical drive mode, but without
being limited to this, the present invention 1s also applicable
to press machines 1n other mechanical drive modes such as
a link motion press, screw press or cam press.

Furthermore, o1l 1s used as a hydraulic liquid for the
die-cushion-drive hydraulic cylinders and the slide-drive
hydraulic cylinders, but the hydraulic liquid 1s not limited to
o1l, and 1t goes without saying that hydraulic cylinders using
water or other liquids can be used in the present invention.

Furthermore, the present mvention 1s not limited to the
above-described embodiments, but 1t goes without saying
that the present invention can be modified 1n various ways
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention.
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What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A press system comprising:

a die cushion apparatus; and

a press machine, wherein

the die cushion apparatus comprises a first hydraulic

cylinder configured to support a cushion pad and apply

a die cushion load to the cushion pad when a slide of

the press machine descends,

the press machine comprises a second hydraulic cylinder

configured to apply a part of a press load to the slide

when the slide descends, and

the press system comprises:

a piping configured to connect between a first pressure
generation chamber which 1s provided to the first
hydraulic cylinder and configured to generate the die
cushion load, and a second pressure generation
chamber which 1s provided to the second hydraulic
cylinder and configured to generate the part of the
press load;

a pilot-drive-type first logic valve configured to allow
the piping to establish communication between the
first pressure generation chamber and the second
pressure generation chamber for a period during
which the die cushion load acts on the first hydraulic
cylinder;

a first solenoid valve configured to switch a pressure
acting on a pilot port of the first logic valve between
a pressure of the first pressure generation chamber of
the first hydraulic cylinder and a system pressure
which 1s a pressure of a low-pressure source; and

a valve controller configured to switch the first solenoid
valve at least for the period during which the die
cushion load acts on the first hydraulic cylinder, and
cause the pressure of the low-pressure source to act
on the pilot port of the first logic valve to open the
first logic valve,

the press system further comprises:

a pilot-dnive-type second logic valve configured to
block or establish communication between the sec-
ond pressure generation chamber of the second
hydraulic cylinder and the low-pressure source; and

a second solenoid valve configured to switch a pressure
acting on a pilot port of the second logic valve
between a pressure of the second pressure generation
chamber of the second hydraulic cylinder and the
system pressure which 1s the pressure of the low-
pressure source, and

for a period before the die cushion load acts on at least the

first hydraulic cylinder and the slide descends, the
valve controller switches the second solenoid valve and
causes the pressure of the second pressure generation
chamber to act on the pilot port of the second logic
valve to open the second logic valve, and switches the
first solenoid valve and causes the pressure of the first
pressure generation chamber to act on the pilot port of
the first logic valve to close the first logic valve.

2. The press system according to claim 1, wherein when
a pressure receiving area ol the first pressure generation
chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder 1s S1 and a pressure
receiving area of the second pressure generation chamber of
the second hydraulic cylinder 1s S2, the S2 1s preferably
0.95xS1 or more and 1.05xS1 or less.

3. The press system according to claim 1, wherein the
press machine comprises a third hydraulic cylinder config-
ured to generate a residual press load on the slide when the
slide descends, the residual press load being a remaining part
of the press load excluding the part of the press load.
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4. The press system according to claim 3, wherein

the press machine comprises a plurality of the third
hydraulic cylinders, and

the plurality of third hydraulic cylinders are provided 1n
parallel to the slhide.

5. The press system according to claim 1, wherein the

press machine comprises a mechanical drive unit configured

to mechanically apply a residual press load to the slide when
the slide descends, the residual press load being a remaining

10 part of the press load excluding the part of the press load.
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6. The press system according to claim 3, wherein

the mechanical drive unit comprises:

a crank shaft;

a connecting rod configured to connect the crank shatt and
the slide; and

a crank shaft drive unit configured to drive the crank shatt.

7. The press system according to claim 1, wherein

the die cushion apparatus comprises a plurality of the first
hydraulic cylinders,

the plurality of first hydraulic cylinders are provided 1n
parallel, and

the first pressure generation chambers of the plurality of
first hydraulic cylinders are caused to communicate
with each other.

8. The press system according to claim 1, wherein

the press machine comprises a plurality of the second
hydraulic cylinders,

the plurality of second hydraulic cylinders are provided 1n
parallel, and

the second pressure generation chambers of the plurality
of second hydraulic cylinders are caused to communi-
cate with each other.

9. The press system according to claim 1, wherein

in a knockout operation period of a product press-formed
by the press machine, the valve controller switches the
first solenoid valve, causes the pressure of the first
pressure generation chamber higher than the system
pressure to act on the pilot port of the first logic valve
to close the first logic valve, switches the second
solenoid valve, and causes the system pressure to act on
the pilot port of the second logic valve to open the
second logic valve.

10. The press system according to claim 1, wherein

the die cushion apparatus comprises:

a pressure detector configured to detect a pressure of
the first pressure generation chamber of the first
hydraulic cylinder;

a pressure adjustment mechanism configured to adjust
the pressure of the first pressure generation chamber
of the first hydraulic cylinder; and

a die cushion controller configured to control the pres-
sure adjustment mechanism based on a die cushion
pressure command corresponding to a predetermined
die cushion load and the pressure detected by the
pressure detector such that the pressure of the first
pressure generation chamber becomes the pressure
corresponding to the die cushion pressure command,
and

the pressure adjustment mechanism comprises:

a hydraulic pump/motor provided in parallel to the
valve, and including a discharge port which 1s con-
nected to the first pressure generation chamber of the
first hydraulic cylinder; and

a servo motor connected to a rotary shaft of the
hydraulic pump/motor, and the die cushion control-
ler controls a torque of the servo motor based on the
die cushion pressure command and the pressure
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detected by the pressure detector such that the pres-
sure of the first pressure generation chamber
becomes the pressure corresponding to the die cush-
1on pressure command.

11. The press system according to claim 1, wherein

the die cushion apparatus comprises:

a pressure detector configured to detect a pressure of
the first pressure generation chamber of the first
hydraulic cylinder;

a pressure adjustment mechanism configured to adjust
the pressure of the first pressure generation chamber
of the first hydraulic cylinder; and

a die cushion controller configured to control the pres-
sure adjustment mechanism based on a die cushion
pressure command corresponding to a predetermined
die cushion load and the pressure detected by the
pressure detector such that the pressure of the first
pressure generation chamber becomes the pressure
corresponding to the die cushion pressure command,
and

the pressure adjustment mechanism comprises:

a servo valve connected to the first pressure generation
chamber of the first hydraulic cylinder and provided 1n
parallel to the valve; and

a high-pressure source configured to supply a hydraulic
liquid having a substantially constant high pressure
equal to or higher than a predetermined die cushion
pressure to the servo valve, and

the die cushion controller controls an opening of the servo
valve based on the die cushion pressure command and
the pressure detected by the pressure detector such that
the pressure of the first pressure generation chamber
becomes the pressure corresponding to the die cushion
pressure command.

12. The press system according to claim 1, wherein

the die cushion apparatus comprises:

a pressure detector configured to detect a pressure of
the first pressure generation chamber of the first
hydraulic cylinder;

a pressure adjustment mechanism configured to adjust
the pressure of the first pressure generation chamber
of the first hydraulic cylinder; and

a die cushion controller configured to control the pres-
sure adjustment mechanism based on a die cushion
pressure command corresponding to a predetermined
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die cushion load and the pressure detected by the
pressure detector such that the pressure of the first
pressure generation chamber becomes the pressure
corresponding to the die cushion pressure command,
and

the pressure adjustment mechanism comprises:

a bidirectional variable capacity type hydraulic pump

connected to the first pressure generation chamber of
the first hydraulic cylinder and provided in parallel to
the valve; and

an electric motor connected to a rotary shait of the
bidirectional variable capacity type hydraulic pump,
and

the die cushion controller controls a volume of a hydraulic
liquid pushed away by the bidirectional variable capac-
ity type hydraulic pump based on the die cushion
pressure command and the pressure detected by the
pressure detector such that the pressure of the first
pressure generation chamber becomes the pressure
corresponding to the die cushion pressure command.

13. The press system according to claim 1, wherein

the first hydraulic cylinder, the second hydraulic cylinder,
the piping and the first logic valve are provided in
plurality respectively, and

the die cushion apparatus comprises:

a plurality of pressure detectors configured to detect
pressures of the first pressure generation chambers of
the plurality of the first hydraulic cylinders respec-
tively;

a plurality of pressure adjustment mechanisms configured
to adjust pressures ol the {first pressure generation

chambers of the plurality of the first hydraulic cylinders
respectively; and

a die cushion controller configured to control the plurality
of pressure adjustment mechanisms respectively based
on a die cushion pressure command corresponding to a
predetermined die cushion load and the pressures
detected by the plurality of pressure detectors such that
the pressures of the plurality of the first pressure
generation chambers become pressures corresponding,
to the die cushion pressure command.
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