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GROUND WATER CONTAMINATION
REMEDIATION USING A MAN-MADEL
SURFACE WATER FEATURE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to environmental
clean-up processes and more particularly to a remedial
method for removing contaminants from ground water.

BACKGROUND

Industrial real estate properties that have been used for
many years olten contain many environmental contaminants
in their soil and ground water. These contaminants need to
be cleaned-up to protect human health and the environment,
to stop the migration of contaminated ground water off of the
property, and before the property can be reused 1n either a
residential or non-residential application. Environmental
investigations often discover and document these types of
environmental pollution that require action.

In many problematic areas, the results of soil, ground
water, and so1l vapor tests often 1dentify dissolved gasses or
the conditions that support the biological production of
dissolved gasses including such gasses as methane and
hydrogen sulfide in both ground water and soi1l. Additionally,
per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are often found
in ground water, soil, and sediment. Concentrations of these
pollutants can be very high and often exceed levels that are
allowable for residential and non-residential site use under
laws, rules, statutes, and ordinances that are promulgated by
federal, state and local authorities.

Those skilled i the art will recognize that methane,
hydrogen sulfide, PFAS, and other contaminants pose poten-
tial risks to human health and the environment. Hazards,
such as potential exposures and the potential spread, migra-
tion, acts of others, and the worsening of site conditions,
must be addressed and mitigated as part of due care obli-
gations 1n connection with redevelopment activities. Since
ground water below a site can migrate and encounter water
supply wells or can discharge nto existing bodies of water,
the releases of PFAS, and other compounds to soil and
ground water can 1impose unacceptable environmental haz-
ards. Aquatic organisms and ground water and surface-water
drinking sources are particularly vulnerable to PFAS con-
tamination. Houses and occupied structures are particularly
vulnerable to vapor intrusion from methane, hydrogen sul-
fide, and volatile organic compounds (VOCs).

Several alternative environmental treatments have been
used 1n the prior art. These prior art treatments are largely
ineflective since conventional treatment methods for remov-
ing PFAS from the ground water, including liquid-phase
granular activated charcoal (GAC), are most often unsuc-
cessiul due to the system requirements to capture contami-
nated water, high concentrations of interfering constituents,
high costs related to system operation and the treatment or
disposal of waste products, and the time required for mean-
ingful remedial action. Interfering constituents can be sul-
tate, sulfite, sulfide, total organic carbon (TOC), tanmuns,
lignins, humic acid (HA) compounds, dissolved metals, pH,
and other man made compounds 1n the ground water.
Moreover, biological production of hydrogen sulfide (H,S)
and methane in the ground water can be largely reduced
and/or stopped and destruction of biodegradable compounds
can be accomplished through processes that increase the
concentration of dissolved oxygen 1n the ground water at a
contamination site. Compounds 1n the ground water, while
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2

not present above health-based cleanup criteria, significantly
increase the difliculty of applying conventional treatment
methods. Pre-treatment of the interfering chemistry is also
very expensive. Collectively, these factors often render
ex-situ treatment of PFAS contamination economically
impracticable. Although clean-up eflorts using absorptive or
filtering techniques can efiectively reduce contaminant lev-
¢ls 1n ground water, these types of etforts most often lead to
plugged filters or reduced effectiveness of adsorptive mate-
rials which substantially decrease the eflicacy of these
processes. As a result, the PFAS compounds can be diflicult
to capture and can exceed permitted drinking water limits,
surface water limits, or discharge limits for municipal treat-
ment facilities. Dithiculties 1n operation of PFAS adsorptive
and filtering systems can cause substantial increases 1in
maintenance costs and decreased performance of the system,
necessitating discontinance of the system.

Accordingly, new processes are necessary to eflectively
remove ground water contaminants to improve environmen-
tal conditions and help improve water quality. Efforts are
needed to support a revitalization of contaminated sites
which will have an overall benefit to the environment, local
communities, and local economies.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention 1s directed to a process for reme-
diating contaminated ground water comprising the steps of:
identifying a location of land-based contaminated ground
water; excavating a void to expose the contaminated ground
water; allowing the water to {ill the void to create a surface-
water feature; and adding an adsorbent chemical to the
treatment lake to 1solate contamination and providing treated
water containing a lower concentration of contaminant com-
pounds. In one embodiment, the contamination are per- or
poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) The adsorbent material
1s at least one of powered activated carbon (PAC), clay,
metal oxide, or organoclay or more specifically REMBIND
where the adsorbent material settles to the bottom of the
treatment lake. Sand, silt, clay, gravel, stone, low perme-
ability matenal, synthetic maternial, or other materials may
be added to the treatment lake for 1solating the contamina-
tion under the added material. In another embodiment, an
air-water interface 1s created to allow the direct diflusion of
dissolved gasses between the water and atmosphere. The
concentration ol dissolved oxygen in the surface-water
feature may be increased through active or passive methods
for reducing hydrogen sulfide and methane. The treated
water 1n the surface-water feature 1s permitted to tlow out of
the surface-water feature by the process of natural ground
water flow. In other embodiments, the contaminated ground
water can be pumped from the ground into the treatment
lake. Finally, treated water can also be pumped from the
treatment lake where the treatment lake 1s connected to a
natural body of water for allowing water to mix.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The accompanying figures, where like reference numerals
refer to 1dentical or functionally similar elements throughout
the separate views and which together with the detailed
description below are incorporated in and form part of the
specification, serve to further illustrate various embodiments
and to explain various principles and advantages all 1n
accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B are a top and sectional views
respectively 1llustrating ground water contamination.
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FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are top and sectional views respec-
tively 1llustrating the creation of a man-made treatment lake.

FIG. 3A and FIG. 3B are top and sectional views respec-
tively illustrating treating of the contaminated ground water
using an adsorbent material.

FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B are top and sectional views respec-
tively 1illustrating the mixing and application of adsorbent
material.

Skilled artisans will appreciate that elements 1n the figures
are 1llustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not nec-
essarily been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of
some of the elements 1n the figures may be exaggerated
relative to other elements to help to improve understanding
of embodiments of the present invention. Additionally, the
location, configuration, and quantities of some elements may
be changed to meet site specific conditions or remediation
goals.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Before describing 1n detail embodiments that are 1n accor-
dance with the present mvention, it should be observed that
the embodiments reside primarily in combinations of
method steps related to the remediation of ground water
contamination. Accordingly, the method steps have been
represented where appropriate by conventional symbols in
the drawings, showing only those specific details that are
pertinent to understanding the embodiments of the present
invention so as not to obscure the disclosure with details that
will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art
having the benefit of the description herein.

In this document, relational terms such as first and second,
top and bottom, and the like may be used solely to distin-
guish one enftity or action from another entity or action
without necessarily requiring or implying any actual such
relationship or order between such entities or actions. The
terms “‘comprises,” “‘comprising,” or any other variation
thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive inclusion,
such that a process, method, article, or apparatus that com-
prises a list of elements does not include only those elements
but may include other elements not expressly listed or
inherent to such process, method, article, or apparatus. An
clement proceeded by “comprises . . . a” does not, without
more constraints, preclude the existence of additional 1den-
tical elements 1n the process, method, article, or apparatus
that comprises the element.

The present invention 1s a ground water remediation
process that provides alternatives to conventional pump and
treat methods to remediate water contaminants. The inven-
tion provides for the construction of a surface-water feature
that provides an effective method for substantially accessing,
ground water, increasing the concentration of oxygen dis-
solved 1n the water, allowing diffusion of dissolved gasses
out of the water, and reducing the presence of methane,
hydrogen sulfide, and other biodegradable compounds. The
concentration of oxygen dissolved in the water may be
increased passively through contact with the atmosphere or
actively through the use of aerators, air sparging, fine bubble
diffusers, or a variety of similar methods. Constructing a
surface water feature allows the application of adsorbent
materials to the water to reduce the concentration and
mobility of PFAS compounds and to produce purified water
containing lower concentrations of methane, hydrogen sul-
fide, or PFAS. While 1t 1s not expected that the proposed
remediation will eliminate all PFAS concentrations from the
water, 1t 1s expected that the proposed remedial actions will
reduce the dissolved mass of PFAS 1n the water, will reduce
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4

the mass of PFAS migrating in the water, will reduce the
subsequent discharge of PFAS contaminated water to natural
or existing surface waters, will reduced the migration of
PFAS to water supply wells, and will reduced the bioaccu-
mulation of PFAS 1n the food chain and the potential for
human exposure through drinking water and fish consump-
tion. Constructing the surface-water feature will result in the
rapid removal of PFAS contaminated solids from the aquifer
or water bearing zone, thereby reducing the amount of PFAS
able to migrate 1n ground water. The contaminated solids
excavated during the construction of the surface-water fea-
ture can be managed separately to reduce or prevent envi-
ronmental exposure.

FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B are a top and sectional views
respectively 1llustrating an example of a typical ground
water contamination setting 100A, 100B. As seen 1n both
FIGS. 1A and 1B, a source of ground water contamination
and/or pollution might be 1n a factory building 101, or other
older manufacturing type facility, or application location, or
spill location where adherence to environmental protections
and concerns over many years was not followed. Conse-
quently, pollutants and/or environmental contaminants are
discharged 1n the soil seeping into the ground water. Once 1n
the ground water, the contaminants propagate away from
their source 1 a ground water tlow 103. Downstream of the
water tlow 103, other water sources such as rivers, lakes,
streams, and aquifers 105 can also become contaminated.
Additionally, a pollution plume 107 is also formed that
works 1ts way deeper into the soi1l where 1t eventually finds
and contaminates the ground water 109.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are top and sectional views respectively
illustrating the creation of a man-made surface-water feature
200A, 200B. Once a source area, central location, or distal
location of the pollution plume 201 1s located and/or 1den-
tified, the soil 1s removed and/or excavated at some prede-
termined location to create a void 203. The void 203 1s sized
so to allow contaminated ground water 203 to fill 1ts interior,
exposing the contaminated ground water to the atmosphere.
This results 1n the creation of a man-made surface water
teature 207. Although the man-made surface-water feature
207 1s 1illustrated i FIGS. 2A and 2B as substantially
circular, those skilled in the art will recognize that any size
and shape 1s possible as long, wide, or deep as needed so that
the ground water filling the excavated void 1s exposed.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are top and sectional views respectively
illustrating the treatment processes applied to the contami-
nated water that accumulates 1n the man-made surface-water
feature. As seen 1n both FIGS. 3A and 3B, when the water
301 1s exposed to open air, an adsorbent material 303 1is
applied to the water 301. The adsorbent material 303 may be
a material such as REMBIND®, powdered activated carbon,
clay minerals, organoclay, metal oxides, or other materials
know by the practitioners of the art. REMBIND®, and
adsorbent materials like 1t, are typically in the form of a
powdered, dry, bulk solid.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are top and sectional view respectively
illustrating a method of mixing and applying adsorbent
maternials. In one such application, adsorbent material 1s
added to a high velocity water stream or spray of water to
achieve mixing. Pumping and stirring may be used to
maintain suspension of the adsorbent material in the water.
In another such application, adsorbent maternial 1s added to
a mechanical mixer similar to the type used to wet, mix, and
apply grass seed when planting lawns. Pumping and stirring
may be used to maintain suspension ol the adsorbent mate-
rial 1 the water. Those skilled in the art will further
recognize that many options, configurations, and combina-
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tions of equipment may be used to apply adsorbent materi-
als. As seen on both FIGS. 4A and 4B, water 401 from the
man-made water feature or other source, i1s directed to a
mixing tank, vessel, or container 401 where adsorbent
material 1s added and mixed to the water and then applied
403 to the man-made water feature, and mixed 404 with the
contaminated water for the water feature. Addition of the
adsorbent material may be added directly to the surface-
water feature or indirectly to the surface water feature.
Indirect application to the surface-water feature may be
accomplished by first applying the adsorbent material 1n a
mixing tank, in-line mixer, or other mechanical, air, or
fluid-based mixing devise.

During the application of the adsorbent material, mixing,
may be accomplished using water withdrawn from the
surface-water feature, ground water, or other water source.
After predetermined amounts of the powdered adsorbent are
added to the water, the water and adsorbent are mixed and/or
blended 305, 404 with the contaminated water 1n the sur-
face-water feature. This mixing/blending enables the adsor-
bent to spread throughout the surface-water feature to
achieve the desired contact time between the contaminant
and the adsorbent to allow adsorption of the PFAS contami-
nants 1n the water. Contact time between the contaminant
and the adsorbent may be achieved, increased, or decreased
as needed through the use of pumps, mixers, aerators, or
other means to maintain suspension of the adsorbent in the
water column of the surface-water feature. Once adsorption
of the PFAS to adsorptive material has occurred, or while
adsorption 1s occurring, or after the end of mixing of the
surface water, the PFAS retained on attached to the adsor-
bent material will settle to the bottom of the surface-water
feature under the influence of gravity. One or more appli-
cations of adsorbent material may be conducted in the
manner described, as needed to achieve the diflering level of
PFAS adsorption, removal, or sequestration. After settling 1s
complete, after one or more applications of adsorbent, where
in alternative embodiments, the PFAS retained on the adsor-
bent material can be covered with a granular material such
as sand, gravel, or soi1l mixtures; covered with a low per-
meability or impermeable material such as Aquablock®,
clay, silt, or membrane material; or removed from the
surface-water feature.

Before, during, or after the application adsorbent matenal
to the surface water feature, water may be pumped into the
surface water feature or pumped out of the surface water
teature. Betore, during, or aiter the application of adsorbent
material to the surface water feature, water may flow by
gravity mto or out of the surface water feature as ground
water, surface water, storm water, or other managed water
stream. Water that flows ito or out of the surface water
feature may be natural pre-existing water flows, man-made
water flows, or man-altered water flows. Water added to or
removed from the surface water feature in this manner may
tacilitate the contact of adsorbent material and contaminated
water to achieve remediation of the contaminated water.
More than one surface water feature may be used to aflect
the treatment of contaminated water or the management of
treated water.

Hence, after becoming contaminated, many real estate
sites present significant human health, ecological, or rede-
velopment challenges due to extensive environmental con-
tamination. In an eflort to facilitate protection of human
health and the environment, and to promote redevelopment
of contaminated properties, the processes as described
herein, have been developed to substantially advance reme-
diation and redevelopment 1nitiatives. These processes work
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by constructing a man-made surface-water feature, where an
adsorbent material such as REMBIND i1s added to the water
which adsorbs PFAS and remediates water contamination.
This new water remediation method works to materially
reduce adverse environmental impacts and human health
and ecological risks by creating a man-made surface-water
feature where remediation can be conducted. The invention
oflers numerous advantages over the prior art viz. 1t accel-
erates remediation and revitalization of properties so con-
taminated sites and ground water can again benefit the
community and reduce PFAS exposures to humans and the
environment.

In the foregoing specification, specific embodiments of
the present invention have been described. However, one of
ordinary skill in the art appreciates that various modifica-
tions and changes can be made without departing from the
scope of the present mvention as set forth in the claims
below. Accordingly, the specification and figures are to be
regarded in an 1llustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and
all such modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of present mvention. The benefits, advantages, solu-
tions to problems, and any element(s) that may cause any
benelit, advantage, or solution to occur or become more
pronounced are not to be construed as a critical, required, or
essential features or elements of any or all the claims. The
invention 1s defined solely by the appended claims including
any amendments made during the pendency of this appli-
cation and all equivalents of those claims as i1ssued.

We claim:

1. A process for remediating contaminated ground water
comprising the steps of:

identifying a location of land-based contaminated ground

water,

excavating a void to expose the contaminated ground

water;

allowing the ground water to fill the void to create a

surface-water feature; and

adding an adsorbent chemical to the surface water feature

to 1solate contamination and providing treated water
containing a lower concentration of contaminant com-
pounds.

2. A process for remediating contaminated ground water
as 1n claim 1, wherein the adsorbent material 1s at least one
of activated carbon (AC), clay, metal oxide, biochar, pro-
teins, cationic polymers, or organoclay.

3. A process for remediating contaminated ground water
as 1n claim 1, wherein the adsorbent material settles to the
bottom of the treatment lake.

4. A process for remediating contaminated ground water
as 1n claim 1, further comprising the step of:

adding material from the group of sand, silt, clay, gravel,

stone, t1ll, shale or synthetic matenal, to the surface
water feature for 1solating the contamination under the
added material.

5. A process for remediating contaminated ground water
as 1 claim 2, wherein the contamination are per- or poly-
fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS).

6. A process for remediating contaminated ground water
as 1n claim 1, further comprising the step of:

creating a secondary air-water interface to allow the direct

diffusion of dissolved gasses between the water and
atmosphere.

7. A ground water contamination remediation process as
in claim 1, further comprising the step of:

increasing the concentration of dissolved oxygen in the

surface-water feature for reducing hydrogen sulfide or
methane.
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8. A ground water contamination remediation process as
in claim 1, further comprising the step of:
allowing treated water 1n the surface-water feature to flow

out of the surface-water feature by the process of

natural ground water tlow.
9. A ground water contamination remediation process as
in claim 1, further comprising the step of:
using a pump to remove remaining contaminated ground
water from the ground into the treatment lake.
10. A ground water contamination remediation process as
in claim 1, further comprising the step of:
pumping treated water out of the treatment lake.
11. A ground water contamination remediation process as
in claim 1, further comprising:
connecting the treatment lake to a natural body of water
for allowing treated water to to flow out of the surface
water feature.
12. A ground water contamination remediation process
comprising the steps of:
identifying a source and location of land-based ground
water contamination;
excavating the soil around the location of the contamina-
tion to create a void;
exposing the contaminated ground water by excavating to
a depth where the contaminated ground water 1s visible
in the void:
creating a man-made treatment lake by allowing the
contaminated ground water to partially fill the void;
adding an adsorbent chemical to the treatment lake; and
mixing the adsorbent 1into the water for separating poly-
fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in the contaminated
water resulting 1n purified water 1n the treatment lake.
13. A ground water contamination remediation process as
in claim 12, further comprising the step of:
adding granular material from the group of sand, gravel,
or soil mixtures for providing a covering with a low
permeability or impermeable material from the group
of clay, silt, or membrane material for 1solating the
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PFAS under the added material, or removing from the
surface-water feature and 1solating the PFAS.
14. A ground water contamination remediation process as
in claim 12, further comprising the step of:
using a pump to remove remaining contaminated ground
water from the ground into the treatment lake.
15. A ground water contamination remediation process as
in claim 12, further comprising:
connecting the treatment lake to a natural body of water
for allowing treated water to to tlow out of the treat-
ment lake.
16. A ground water contamination remediation process
comprising the steps of:
identifying a source and location of land-based ground
water contamination;
excavating the soil above the location of the contamina-
tion to create a void;
increasing the void to a predetermined size until the
contaminated ground water 1s visible 1n the void;
creating a man-made treatment lake by allowing the
contaminated ground water to partially fill the void;
aerating water 1n the treatment lake to reduce the amounts
of hydrogen sulfide or methane in the contaminated
water;
adding an adsorbent material to the treatment lake;
mixing the adsorbent material into the water for separat-
ing per- and poly-tluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in the
contaminated water resulting 1n purified water in the
treatment lake: and
adding a granular material to the treatment lake for
isolating the PFAS under a granular maternial layer.
17. A ground water contamination remediation process as
in claim 16, further comprising the step of:
connecting the treatment lake to a natural body of water
for allowing the purified water to mix and be used
within the natural body of water.
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