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A method 1s disclosed for treating an anodized metal surface.
According to the method, polynuclear clusters comprising
aluminum oxide hydroxide are applied to the anodized metal
surface.

2 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet



U.S. Patent Oct. 18, 2022 US 11,473,201 B2

: -

FIG. T

FlG. 2A F1G. 28



US 11,473,201 B2

1

TREATED ANODIZED METAL ARTICLE
AND METHOD OF MAKING

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a division of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 15/476,453, filed Mar. 31, 2017, the disclosure of
which 1s incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

This disclosure relates to anodizing and anodized metal
articles.

Enhanced surface oxides can be formed by anodization
processing on a select group of metals and their base alloys:
aluminum, titamium, zirconitum, hafnium, niobium, tanta-
lum, tungsten, magnesium, zinc, and 1ron. Anodizing 1s used
to electrolytically modily metal surfaces of commercial
products, especially those on aluminum (Al) alloy structural
and decorative product components. Traditional MIL-A-
8625 type I or IB anodizing using chromic acid can generate
process fumes and waste streams containing hexavalent
chromium (Cr(VI)) species, which 1s being phased out for
environmental reasons.

In typical anodizing processes, a metal article 1s con-
nected as an anode of an electrolytic circuit 1n an electrolyte
bath to form a layer or region of metal oxide at the surface
of the metal article. When the metals are anodized 1n
clectrolytes 1n which the anodic oxides are not significantly
soluble, dense and self-limiting barrier anodic oxides are
tformed that can provide 1ncreased surface corrosion protec-
tion, hardness, and wear resistance. In other cases, anodiza-
tion can result mn the formation of non-limiting anodic
oxides which contain packed columnar pores growing from
a thin 1nner barrier layer. These thicker porous anodic oxides
provide enhanced interfacial adhesion with subsequently
applied primers, conversion coatings, paints, and metal
clectrodeposits, but are not as eflective for corrosion pro-
tection.

For both dense and porous anodized surfaces, the anodic
oxides can be sealed to enhance corrosion protection, such
as to meet a one thousand hour ASTM B117 salt fog test
performance requirement. Traditionally, sealing has been
conducted by treating the porous anodic oxide in boiling
water or steam, which reacts with the pore walls to fill the
pores with aluminum oxide hydroxide phases such as amor-
phous pseudo-boehmite. Additional corrosion protection can
be achieved by sealing the pores with sodium dichromate or
potassium dichromate treatments. However, alternative sur-
face treatments are needed, since Cr (VI)-containing chemi-
cals are being phased out or eliminated internationally
through the regulations of multiple governing bodies.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

In some embodiments, a method of treating an anodized
metal surface comprises applying polynuclear clusters com-
prising aluminum oxide hydroxide to the anodized metal
surface.

In some embodiments, a method of surface treating a
metal article comprises anodizing the metal article to form
an anodized surface on the metal article, and applying
polynuclear clusters comprising aluminum oxide hydroxide
to the anodized surface.

In some embodiments, an article comprises a metal body,
an anodized surface on the metal body, and polynuclear
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clusters comprising aluminum oxide hydroxide, or a reac-
tion product of said polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide
clusters, disposed on the anodized surface.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Subject matter of this disclosure 1s particularly pointed
out and distinctly claimed in the claims at the conclusion of
the specification. The foregoing and other features, and
advantages of the present disclosure are apparent from the
following detailed description taken 1n conjunction with the
accompanying drawings 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a schematic depiction of a treated anodized
article; and

FIGS. 2A and 2B each represents a schematic depiction of
an anodized surface, before and after treatment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

With reference now to the Figures, FIG. 1 1s a schematic
depiction of a treated anodized metal article 10. As shown 1n
FIG. 1, the article 10 includes a metal body 12 with an
anodized surface 14. The metal body can be made of any
anodizable metal (including both pure metals and their base
metal alloys), mncluding but not limited to aluminum, tita-
nium, zirconium, hafnium, niobium, tantalum, tungsten,
magnesium, zinc, and wron. In some embodiments, the
anodizable metal can be aluminum, including aluminum
alloys such as Aluminum Association Series numbered
alloys 1n the series 1000 through 8000. In some embodi-
ments, the anodizable metal can be 1n the form of a thin film
(e.g., Al) that 1s bonded to substrate that cannot be anodized.
Anodizing a metal body can be accomplished by placing the
metal article 1n an anodizing bath comprising an electrolyte.
The metal body 1s connected as an anode 1n a circuit with a
cathode 1n the anodizing bath and an electrical power source
connected to the anode and to the cathode. The determina-
tion of electrolyte and composition of the anodizing bath can
be made based on the composition of the metal article and
the target properties for the anodized surface. For example,
anodic oxides can be formed on aluminum (as used herein,
the term “aluminum” includes aluminum alloys unless
explicitly noted) or other metals such as titanium, magne-
sium, tungsten in aqueous baths containing acid electrolytes
in which the oxide 1s moderately soluble such as phosphoric
acid, sulfuric acid, boric acid, or organic acids such as
tartaric acid, citric acid, malic acid, oxalic acid, glycolic, or
malonic acid. Combinations of acids can be utilized, such as
sulfuric acid and an organic acid comprising two or more
carboxylic acid groups per molecule (e.g., sulturic acid and
tartaric acid), or sulfuric acid and boric acid. Chromic acid
1s not required, and 1 some embodiments, the anodizing
bath 1s chromium-iree. Aluminum, magnesium, iron, and
titanium can also be anodized 1n some aqueous salt-contain-
ing electrolytes of reduced acidity or that are non-acidic
(e.g., silicate salts, borate salts or tartrate salts).

During anodization, electric current 1s applied to the
circuit to electrolytically imnduce chemical and structural
modifications at the surface of the anode. The composition
of the electrolyte or concentrations of the components
thereol, temperature, electrical voltage, ramping rate, and
clectrical current can be controlled during anodization by the
skilled person to produce targeted modifications such as the
formation of metal oxide with targeted morphology, thick-
ness, and porosity at the metal surface. Anodization treat-
ment conditions that have been developed for a wide range
of substrates and applications can be used, for example, see
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MIL-A-8625F, Military Specification: Anodic Coatings for
Aluminum and Aluminum Alloys (10 Sep. 1993). With
reference again to FIG. 1, a layer or region of metal oxide
16 (hereafter “layer 16”) 1s shown at the anodized surface
14. It should be noted that although the layer 16 1s shown 1n

FIG. 1 as a single contiguous layer, 1t can comprise multiple
anodized layers such as the duplex anodized disclosed in US

published application US 2016/0017510 Al or PCT pub-
lished application WO 2015/195639 A1, the disclosures of
both of which are incorporated herein by reference 1n their
entirety. Additionally, 1t should be noted that although FIG.
1 depicts the layer 16 as a solid layer, 1t can be a porous layer
over a solid barrier layer or have other openings 1n some
embodiments, as discussed 1n more detail further below. As
used herein, the terms “pore” or “porous” refers to and
includes packed columnar pores (FIGS. 2A, 2B), and also
other surface topographical features such as interconnected
pore structures, wormhole-like pore structures, or other
surface topographical features that provide recesses or varia-
tions from planar smoothness 1n the surface topography. In
some embodiments, the total thickness of anodized metal
oxide layer(s) at the anodized surface can be 1n a range with
a lower end of 0.05 um, 0.5 um, or 1 um, and upper end of
10 um, 30 um, or 100 um. The thickness of the base barrier
layer 1s typically tens or hundreds of nanometers and varies
with the applied voltage. The geometry and the packing of
the pores can be a function of the applied voltage, the
clectrolyte composition, the bath temperature, the anodiza-
tion time, and the total current passed. Anodic oxide pore
diameters can range from several nanometers up to 100
nanometers. The pore densities can range from 5 to 90% of
the total anodic oxide volume. These endpoints can be
independently combined, and ranges with all possible com-
binations of the above lower and upper endpoints are hereby
explicitly disclosed.

As mentioned above, pores of an anodized surface can be
sealed by applying polynuclear clusters comprising alumi-
num oxide hydroxides to the anodized surface. As used
herein, the term “aluminum oxide hydroxide” means poly-
nuclear clusters of atoms comprising aluminum nucle1 con-
nected through oxide or hydroxide groups. The polynuclear
aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters can be prepared, for
example, starting with the dissolution of an aluminum salt or
salt precursor [e.g., AlCl;, AI(NO;),, AI(CH,CO,); (Al
triacetate), or AlJOCH(CH,)C,H:]; (Al tr1 sec-butoxide)] in
water to achieve an equivalent Al>* concentration of about
0.02 to 2.0 moles/liter. The polynuclear aluminum oxide
hydroxide clusters are synthesized by controlled neutraliza-
tion or hydrolysis of the Al°* solution at an elevated tem-
perature (e.g., 70° C.), by titrating with a base solution to
achieve a mole ratio (OH/Al)=2.1-2.6, preferably in the
range of 2.2-2.4, resulting 1n a pH of 4-7. The base solutions
for titration can include NaOH, KOH, ammonium hydroxide
(NH,OH), sodium bicarbonate (NaHCOQO,), and sodium car-
bonate (Na,(CO;). Any undesired counter-ions, such as can
be removed by 1on exchange (metathesis) with a salt (e.g.,
a sulfate such as Na,SO,, KSO,, BaSO,), or by 1on
exchange with anionic ligands (e.g., fluoride, carboxylate)
that weakly bind to the outer coordination sphere of the
polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters. These 10n
exchange reactions can result i precipitation of the poly-
nuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters. These precipi-
tates can be washed and filtered before reconstituting into a
liquid coating formulation. Other synthesis techniques can
also be used, such as the electroless reduction of anions and
water 1n AI(NO,), or other aluminum salt aqueous solutions,
such as disclosed i US patent application publication
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US2013/0084672A1, the disclosure of which 1s incorporated
herein by reference 1n 1ts entirety. Alternatively, the poly-
nuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters can be prepared
by aqueous electrolysis using sacrificial aluminum anodes,
following a similar method to aluminum electro-coagulation
technologies employed for water purification.

In some embodiments, the polynuclear clusters compris-
ing aluminum oxide hydroxide can be configured as Al, ,
Keggin cations, which can be characterized by the formula

[AIO,Al,,(OH),.(H,O)],,’*. In some embodiments, Al, .
Keggin cations are complexed with counter 1ons, and can be
characterized by the formula [A1O,Al,,(OH),,(H,O),,] **
[(7/m)X™"]’~ where X represents ‘—n’ charge-bearing X
counter-1on species and (7/n)X ™" are needed to neutralize the
total complex charge, e.g., [AlO,Al,,(OH),.(H,O),,] **
[7NO,"]’~. The Al,, cluster is the most prevalent large
polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide species, but other
polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters can be

formed, such as the aluminum species having the formula
[ALLO AL, (OH). .(H,0),.]'**, referred to as the ‘Al clus-

ter’, which can be formed by the condensation of two Al ,
clusters bridged with 4 monomeric aluminum ions.

Once synthesized, the polynuclear aluminum oxide
hydroxide clusters can be applied to an anodized surface,
schematically depicted mm FIG. 1 as a layer 18 of applied
polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters. This can be
accomplished in various ways. The 10onic characteristics of
the polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters can
provide compatibility with various liquid carriers such as
water for use 1 a liquid coating composition. The poly-
nuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters can be present in
a liquid coating composition 1n an amount 1n a range with a
lower end of 0.007 moles/liter (m/1), 0.010 m/1, or 0.0135 m/1,
and upper end of 0.07 m/1, 0.10 m/l, or 0.30 m/l of Al,,
clusters. These endpoints can be independently combined,
and ranges with all possible combinations of the above
lower and upper endpoints (excluding impossible combina-
tions where a ‘lower’ endpoint would be greater than an
“upper’ endpoint) are hereby explicitly disclosed. The liquid
carrier for the coating composition can be aqueous or an
organic solvent (e.g., a polar organic solvent such as metha-
nol, ethanol, 1sopropanol, butanol, acetic acid, formic acid,
dimethylformamide, ethyl acetate, tetrahydrofuran). Poly-
nuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters mn a liqud
coating composition can be applied using various tech-
niques, including but not limited to spraying, dipping, spin-
coating, painting (e.g., brush, sponge, roller painting), or
clectrophoresis (e.g., pulsed electrophoresis) to deposit posi-
tively-charged polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clus-
ters onto the negatively charged anodized surfaces (cath-
ode). An electrical bias may be applied on the anodized
components to facilitate the polynuclear aluminum oxide
hydroxide cluster infiltration using an electrophoretic driv-
ing force.

In some embodiments, the liquid coating composition can
include a surfactant to promote penetration of the coating
composition into the anodized surface layer 16 (FIG. 1).
Liquid coating compositions can also include various mate-
rials and additives including but not limited to organic or
polymeric binders, pH buflers, oxidants, corrosion inhibi-
tors, chelating agents, rheology modifiers, or monomeric
metal 1ons. In addition, anodization electrolyte species can
remain adsorbed on the pore wall surfaces and can ifluence
the pore wall charge interactions with the polynuclear alu-
minum oxide hydroxide clusters. These additives can serve
to accelerate the polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide
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coagulation, deposition, and adhesion with the anodic oxide
pore channels or other surface topographical features.

In some embodiments, the treatment to the anodized
surface can include coagulants, mn addition to the above-
referenced polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters.
Examples of materials that can be used as such additional
coagulants include salts of oxides of metals or semi-metals
such as silicon, molybdenum, tungsten, vanadium, iron,
chromium, zinc, or copper, and metal mixtures comprising
one or more ol the foregoing. In particular, the alkali,
alkaline earth, and ammonium salts of these metals (e.g.,
Na,MoQO,, Na,WO,, Mg.51,0,H,, or (NH,),MoO,) can be
used as added coagulants. In some embodiments, an added
coagulant can be included 1n the coating composition 1n an
amount characterized by an atomic ratio of A/M where Al
represents a quantity of aluminum atoms contained in the
polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters and M
represents a quantity of metal or semi-metal atoms in the
added coagulant. In some embodiments, an amount of
additional metal or semimetal containing coagulant 1n the
coating composition as expressed by the Al/M ratio can be
in a range of ratio values with a lower end of 1.3, 2.0, or 2.5,
and upper end of 5.0, 10.0, or 15.0. These endpoints can be
independently combined, and ranges with all possible com-
binations of the above lower and upper endpoints are hereby
explicitly disclosed. Although this disclosure 1s not bound
by any particular mechanism or theory of operation, 1n some
embodiments the added coagulant may impact precipitate
crystalline ordering, enhance phase transformation kinetics
of the coating as 1t consolidates, act as nucleation agents for
crystallization, or any combination of mechamsms including
one or more ol the foregoing. In some embodiments, the
added coagulant can include or be capable of releasing a
corrosion inhibitor and the polynuclear aluminum oxide
hydroxide clusters can serve as adjuvants for facilitating
corrosion inhibition. Examples of added coagulants that
function as anodic corrosion mhibitors mclude oxide clus-
ters of silicon, molybdenum, tungsten, vanadium, and chro-
mium(III). Examples of coagulants that function as cathodic
corrosion inhibitors include zinc, magnesium, or alkaline
carth hydroxide clusters, and rare earth metal cations. In
some embodiments, the added coagulant can be salts of
metal oxides, including ammonium salts, such as (NH,)
> MoQO,, (NH,),WO,, or (NH,),VO,, where that the NH_~
cation 1s released as NH; during application and drymg,,
without leaving residue). 111 some embodiments, 10n1C prop-
ertiecs ol the added coagulant can promote hydrophilic
properties of the coagulant, or the added coagulant 1s oth-
erwise hydrophilic (e.g., alkaline earth metal hydroxides). In
some embodiments, added coagulant can form clusters,
which may interact with or form an adduct with the poly-
nuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters. In some
embodiments, the coagulant can be separately prepared and
incorporated 1nto the coating composition. In some embodi-
ments, the coagulant can be separately applied, such as in a
coating composition separate from the coating composition
containing the polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clus-
ters. The separate application of added coagulants can occur
prior to, simultaneous with, or after the application of the
polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters, and in
some embodiments can serve to enhance coagulation after
they are infiltrated into the pore channels.

In some embodiments, one or more silicates can be
included 1n the coating composition as an added coagulant.
In some embodiments where silicate 1s included in the
coating composition, an amount of silicate 1n the coating
composition as expressed by an Al/S1 atomic ratio can be 1n
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a range of ratio values with a lower end of 1.0, 2.0, or 5.0,
and upper end of 10.0, 12.0, or 15.0. These endpoints can be
independently combined, and ranges with all possible com-
binations of the above lower and upper endpoints are hereby
explicitly disclosed. Examples of silicates include sodium
metasilicate (Na,S10,), sodium orthosilicate (Na,S10,), or
disodium disilicate Na,S1,0.. Silicates (including silicate
mixtures) can be itroduced 1into an aqueous solution to form
polynuclear silicic acid clusters, which can then react in
solution with the polynuclear clusters comprising aluminum
oxide hydroxide to form hydroxy aluminosilicate oligomers
that are less soluble and are precipitated out of solution. The
precipitated hydroxy aluminosilicate oligomer maternal can
be collected, washed and dried, reconstituted 1n a hiquid
coating formulation and applied to the anodized surface. The
silicate co-coagulants can also be prepared as a separate
sealant co-reactant feed solution.

The applied polynuclear clusters comprising aluminum
oxide hydroxide can be subjected to drying to remove water.
In the case of polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clus-
ters applied 1n a liquid coating composition, the applied
coating can optionally be titrated to a basic pH (e.g., 7-10)
betore drying to precipitate the applied polynuclear alumi-
num oxide hydroxide clusters and form a gel layer compris-
ing the polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters on
the anodized surface. Drying and removal of water from the
polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters can 1nitially
form amorphous AI(OH), or pseudo-boehmite structures
that can be represented by the formula AIOOH.H,O. Over
time, these structures can transform to protective aluminum
trihydroxide bayerite or gibbsite, or boechmite crystalline
structures. An optional heating step can be applied to pro-
mote a condensation reaction to form alumina. Any sealant
heat treatment conditions should be compatible with the
metal alloy substrate annealing, solution, and precipitation/
aging heat treatments applied to achieve specific metallur-
gical tempers, secondary phase characteristics, or mechani-
cal properties. For example, the component may be heated
to a temperature ranging of about 250-500° C. for about two
hours. During heating, ramp-up over temperatures of about
100 to about 500° C. will cause any remaining water,
ligands, and non-metallic counter-ions or additives present
in the coating to desorb or to decompose. Above 300° C.,
boehmite or aluminum trihydroxide can transform to a tully
dense transition-alumina phase (including -Al,O;,
Nn-Al,O;, or v-Al,O;), and any Al—S1 oxides/hydroxides
can transform to an amorphous aluminosilicate matrix. Full
alumina nanocrystallite transformation to a-Al,O; 15 pos-
sible at temperatures above 1000° C. Sintering can occur at
even higher temperatures, e.g., above 1100° C.

Additional disclosure regarding polynuclear aluminum
oxide hydroxide clusters, coating compositions and coatings
comprising the same, and application and processing of such
coating compositions can be found in co-pending U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 15/449,673 filed on Mar. 3, 2017,
entitled “Thermal Barrier Coating Compositions, Methods
of Manufacture Thereof and Articles Comprising the Same”,
the disclosure of which 1s incorporated herein 1n its entirety.

The polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide cluster sur-
face treatments described herein can be used to treat any
anodized surface, including as a top-coat over smooth or
high-density anodized surface layers. In some embodiments,
a beneficial technical eflect can be produced by applying the
polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters to seal
anodized surfaces having pores or other openings. Some
anodizing process such as phosphoric acid anodizing pro-
cess can produce oxides with an outer columnar pore layer.
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In some embodiments, the porosity of the anodized surface
layer can be 1n a range with a lower end of 5%, 10%, or 15%,
and upper end of 83%, 90%, or 95%, with percentages
expressed as volume percent of pore volume based on total
volume of the anodized surface layer. In some embodiments,
an anodized surface layer formed by phosphoric acid anod-
izing can include metal oxide filaments 1n a metal oxide
matrix, as disclosed in greater detail 1n the above-incorpo-
rated US 2016/0017510 A1 and WO 2015/195639 Al. In
some embodiments, the anodized surface layer can include
a cross-section filament areal density greater than 35%.
Areal filament density can be determined by examination of
a cross-section scanning electron microscope 1mage of the
layer 1n a plane perpendicular to the surface of the layer, and
visually measuring the area of the total area in the cross-
section represented by the filaments as a percentage of the
entire cross-section area. These endpoints can be mdepen-
dently combined, and ranges with all possible combinations
of the above lower and upper endpoints (excluding 1mpos-
sible combinations where a ‘lower’ endpoint would be
greater than an ‘upper’ endpoint) are hereby explicitly
disclosed. This structure can promote adhesion and bonding
to other materials through 1ts high surface area, but can also
be susceptible to corrosion. In some embodiments, as shown
in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the applied polynuclear aluminum
oxide hydroxide clusters can penetrate and seal pores of
anodized surfaces. FIGS. 2A and 2B schematically show a
magnified cross-sectional view that includes an anodized
surface such as 16 from FIG. 1, with pores. As shown 1n
FIGS. 2A and 2B, the anodized surface includes a thin inner
metal oxide barrier layer 20, with columnar pores or open-
ings 22 between columnar metal oxide structures 24. In FIG.
2B, polynuclear clusters comprising aluminum oxide
hydroxide 18 have been applied, and are shown as coagu-
lated and sealing the pores 22.

While the present disclosure has been described 1n detail
in connection with only a limited number of embodiments,
it should be readily understood that the present disclosure 1s
not limited to such disclosed embodiments. Rather, the
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present disclosure can be modified to incorporate any num-
ber of vanations, alterations, substitutions or equivalent
arrangements not heretofore described, but which are com-
mensurate with the spirit and scope of the present disclosure.
Additionally, while various embodiments of the present
disclosure have been described, 1t 1s to be understood that
aspects of the present disclosure may include only some of
the described embodiments. Accordingly, the present dis-
closure 1s not to be seen as limited by the foregoing
description, but 1s only limited by the scope of the appended
claims.

The mnvention claimed 1s:
1. A method of surface treating a metal article, compris-
ng:

anodizing the metal article to form an anodized surface on
the metal article; and

applying polynuclear aluminum clusters comprising alu-
minum oxide hydroxide to the anodized surface,
wherein the polynuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide
clusters comprise Al,, clusters according to the for-
mula:  [AlO,4Al,,(OH),,(H,0),,]"**[(7/n) X7~
where X™ represents ‘—n’ charge-bearing X counter-
ion species and (7/n) X7 are needed to neutralize the
total complex charge, or Al,, clusters formed by con-
densation of two of said Al, ; clusters bridged with four
monomeric aluminum ions.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein applying the poly-

nuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters comprises:

applying a coating composition comprising the poly-
nuclear aluminum oxide hydroxide clusters to the anod-
1zed surface:

optionally titrating the applied coating composition to an
alkaline pH to gel the applied coating composition;

drying the applied coating composition to remove water;
and

optionally subjecting the dried composition to heat treat-
ment.
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