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POWER AND COMMUNICATION
ARRANGEMENTS FOR AN ACCESS
CONTROL SYSTEM

BACKGROUND

There are several types of systems that require both
remote monitoring and a power supply. For example, an
access control system for a building typically requires three
separate cable runs to be able to provide power to the access
control devices and various controllers and readers, and to
monitor device status and provide communication to and
receive feedback from the access control system. Further-
more, the umit that powers the access control system 1s not
the same unit that manages the information sent to and
received from the control system, and 1n turn requires
separate connection points for the power supply and the
communication system. Therefore, further improvements 1n
the power and communication arrangements for access
control systems 1s needed.

SUMMARY

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, an
access control system may include an access controller
configured to be coupled to at least one access control device
associated with a door or another opeming of a building. The
access control device may include, for example, an elec-
tronically and/or magnetically controlled lock, trim, opera-
tor, strike or panic exit bar. The access controller 1s associ-
ated with a Power over Ethemet (PoE) buller
communicatively coupled to a PoE circuit to receive power
over an Ethernet cable for powering the access controller
and the access control device. The PoE circuit provides a
low voltage power supply that can be installed inexpensively
without the expertise and/or materials required for installa-
tion of higher voltage power lines. The PoE bufler 1s
connected to the access controller to provide power to the
access controller, and also to provide and receive commu-
nication signals to the access controller, all through a single
PoE connection.

The PoE builer 1s also connected to the access control
device either directly or indirectly through the access con-
troller to provide power to the access control device to, for
example, lock or unlock a lock. Further, the PoE buller
includes at least one capacitor active power supply that
stores power delivered from the PoE circuit over time for
powering the access control device 1 response to a high
momentary power event, such as, for example, locking or
unlocking a lock.

Further embodiments, forms, features, and aspects of the
present disclosure shall become apparent from the descrip-
tion and figures provided herewith.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The concepts described herein are illustrative by way of
example and not by way of limitation 1n the accompanying
figures. For simplicity and clarity of illustration, elements
illustrated 1n the figures are not necessarily drawn to scale.
Where considered appropnate, references labels have been
repeated among the figures to indicate corresponding or
analogous elements.

FIG. 1 1s a simplified block diagram of at least one
embodiment of an access control system;

FIG. 2 1s a simplified block diagram of at least one
embodiment of a computing system;
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2

FIG. 3 1s a simplified block diagram of one embodiment
of hardware architecture for use with the access control

system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 1s a simplified block diagram of another embodi-
ment of hardware architecture for use with the access control
system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 1s a simplified block diagram of another embodi-
ment of hardware architecture for use with the access control
system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 1s a circuit diagram of one embodiment of an active
power supply butler for providing power to an access control
system or other device;

FIG. 7 1s a circuit diagram of another embodiment of an
active power supply butler for providing power to the access
control system or other device of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram of another embodiment of an
access control system including a bufler circuit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Although the concepts of the present disclosure are sus-
ceptible to various modifications and alternative forms,
specific embodiments have been shown by way of example
in the drawings and will be described herein 1n detail. It
should be understood, however, that there 1s no intent to
limit the concepts of the present disclosure to the particular
forms disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention 1s to cover
all modifications, equivalents, and alternatives consistent
with the present disclosure and the appended claims.

References 1n the specification to “one embodiment,” “an
embodiment,” “an illustrative embodiment,” etc., indicate
that the embodiment described may include a particular
feature, structure, or characteristic, but every embodiment
may or may not necessarily include that particular feature,
structure, or characteristic. Moreover, such phrases are not
necessarilly referring to the same embodiment. It should
turther be appreciated that although reference to a “pre-
terred” component or feature may indicate the desirability of
a particular component or feature with respect to an embodi-
ment, the disclosure 1s not so limiting with respect to other
embodiments, which may omit such a component or feature.

Further, when a particular feature, structure, or character-
1stic 1s described 1n connection with an embodiment, it 1s
submitted that it 1s within the knowledge of one skilled 1n the
art to implement such feature, structure, or characteristic 1n
connection with other embodiments whether or not explic-
itly described. Additionally, it should be appreciated that
items 1ncluded 1n a list 1n the form of “at least one of A, B,
and C”” can mean (A); (B); (C); (Aand B); (B and C); (A and
C); or (A, B, and C). Stmilarly, items listed in the form of
“at least one of A, B, or C” can mean (A); (B); (C); (A and
B); (B and C); (A and C); or (A, B, and C). Further, with
respect to the claims, the use of words and phrases such as
“a,” “an,” “at least one,” and/or “at least one portion” should
not be interpreted so as to be limiting to only one such
clement unless specifically stated to the contrary, and the use
of phrases such as “at least a portion” and/or “a portion”
should be interpreted as encompassing both embodiments
including only a portion of such element and embodiments
including the entirety of such element unless specifically
stated to the contrary.

The disclosed embodiments may, in some cases, be imple-
mented 1in hardware, firmware, software, or a combination
thereof. The disclosed embodiments may also be i1mple-
mented as instructions carried by or stored on one or more
transitory or non-transitory machine-readable (e.g., com-

puter-readable) storage media, which may be read and
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executed by one or more processors. A machine-readable
storage medium may be embodied as any storage device,
mechanism, or other physical structure for storing or trans-
mitting information 1n a form readable by a machine (e.g.,
a volatile or non-volatile memory, a media disc, or other
media device).

In the drawings, some structural or method features may
be shown in specific arrangements and/or orderings. How-
ever, 1t should be appreciated that such specific arrange-
ments and/or orderings may not be required. Rather, in some
embodiments, such features may be arranged in a different
manner and/or order than shown 1n the illustrative figures
unless indicated to the contrary. Additionally, the 1inclusion
ol a structural or method feature i a particular figure 1s not
meant to imply that such feature 1s required 1n all embodi-
ments and, 1n some embodiments, may not be included or
may be combined with other features.

The terms longitudinal, lateral, and transverse may be
used to denote motion or spacing along three mutually
perpendicular axes, wherein each of the axes defines two
opposite directions. The directions defined by each axis may
also be referred to as positive and negative directions.
Additionally, the descriptions that follow may refer to the
directions defined by the axes with specific reference to the
orientations 1illustrated in the figures. For example, the
directions may be referred to as distal/proximal, left/right,
and/or up/down. It should be appreciated that such terms
may be used simply for ease and convenience of description
and, therefore, used without limiting the orientation of the
system with respect to the environment unless stated
expressly to the contrary. For example, descriptions that
reference a longitudinal direction may be equally applicable
to a vertical direction, a horizontal direction, or an off-axis
orientation with respect to the environment. Furthermore,
motion or spacing along a direction defined by one of the
axes need not preclude motion or spacing along a direction
defined by another of the axes. For example, elements
described as being “laterally offset” from one another may
also be offset in the longitudinal and/or transverse directions,
or may be aligned i1n the longitudinal and/or transverse
directions. The terms are therefore not to be construed as
turther limiting the scope of the subject matter described
herein.

Referring now to FIG. 1, the access control system 100
includes an access controller 102, a PoE source 104, at least
one reader 106 for reading a credential 108, and an access
control device 112. It should be appreciated that the access
control system 100 may control access to a passageway
through a movable barrier 110, such as a door or gate, to
grant or deny user access through the passageway based on
the credential 108 presented by the user. In particular, the
access controller 102 may be electrically and/or communi-
catively coupled to the credential reader 106 and configured
to make an access control decision based on credential data
received from a credential presented by a user to the
credential reader 106 (e.g., based on an access control
database that defines access permissions for various users/
credentials). However, inclusion of the credential reader 106
or any other type of reader i1s optional and may not be
required 1n all embodiments.

The access controller 102 may be electrically and/or
communicatively coupled to the electronic access control
device 112, such as a lock, door strike, door latch, exit panic
bar, a magnetic lock, an auto-operator, and/or other suitable
lock or opening/closing mechanism configured to lock/
unlock and/or open/close the corresponding passageway
barrier (e.g., door/gate) such that the access controller 102
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may struct or signal (e.g., via a relay) the lock mechanism
to permit/deny access through the barrier based on the
access control decision. The access controller 102 1s also
clectrically and communicatively coupled to a PoE builler
120. It should be appreciated that the access controller 102
and/or PoE bufler 120 can be integrated with an electronic
lock, or can be “peripheral” in the sense that it 1s not
integrated with an electronic lock. That 1s, 1 the 1llustrated
embodiment, the access controller 102 and/or PoE bufler
120 1s not mounted on the door/barrier, but 1s instead
mounted on or above a ceiling by the barner 110. In
addition, the reader 106 may be physically separate from the
access controller 102 by the barrier 110 (as shown m FIG.
1) or may be integrated with the access controller 102 so that
both are located by the barrier 110. In addition, the PoE
bufler 120 may be 1ntegrated 1nto the access controller 102
or may be provided as a unit separate from the access
controller 102.

The access controller 102 may be configured to commu-
nicate with the PoE source 104, such as, for example, a PoE
switch, router and/or another suitable PoE or low power
connection. The access controller 102 may also communi-
cate with one or more mobile devices (not shown), a
computer (not shown), a gateway device (not shown), and/or
reader or readers 106 using various communication connec-
tions or protocols. In particular, 1n some embodiments, the
access controller 102 may communicate with the PoE source
104 through the PoE builer 120 over an IP/PoE Ethernet
connection link 114 that may be provided as a single cable
connected to PoE bufler 120 to exchange firmware updates,
audits, an access control database or updates thereto, an
access control schedule, usage information, status iforma-
tion, diagnostics and/or other suitable data. In some embodi-
ments, the access controller 102 may communicate with the
one or more mobile devices (e.g., via a mobile application),
a computer, laptop, tablet, or other device over a wireless
connection such as a Bluetooth connection (e.g., BLE)
and/or a Wi-F1 connection. For example, the access control-
ler 102 may communicate with the mobile device(s) over a
BLE connection to exchange data with a relatively small file
s1ze (e.g., configuration data) and/or over a Wi-Fi connection
to exchange data with a relatively large file size (e.g.,
firmware updates, an access control database or updates
thereto, audits, and/or usage information). The access con-
troller 102 may also include a radio board or transceiver to
provide connectivity with the internet wirelessly and/or to
provide a gateway for an Internet of Things (Io'T) connec-
tion.

Further, 1t should be appreciated that the access controller
102 may be communicatively coupled to one or more
readers and/or access control devices. More specifically, in
some embodiments, the access controller 102 may be com-
municatively coupled to the reader 106 and/or to the access
control device 112 via one or more connection links 116,
such as a serial communication link, opto-i1solated sourced
digital iputs, or other suitable cable, optical, or wireless
connection link(s) 116. The connection link(s) 116 may also
provide power from the PoE provided over the connection
link 114 to the access control device 112 and/or the reader
106, cither directly from the PoE bufler 120 or indirectly
through the access controller 102.

In some embodiments, a management controller, such as
a computer, mobile device, tablet, laptop, etc., may connect
to the network and be configured to manage credentials,
provide updates to, and recerve information from the access
control system 100. For example, the access controller 102
has updated authorized credentials, whitelists, blacklists,
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device parameters, and/or other suitable data. Similarly, 1n
some embodiments, the management controller may be
responsible for registering credentials with the access con-
trol system 100 and/or distributing appropriate credentials
for authorized access through the passageway controlled by
the access controller 102. Additionally, as described herein,
the management controller may receive security data, audit
data, raw sensor data, and/or other suitable data from the
access controller 102 (e.g., directly or indirectly) for man-
agement of the access control system 100. In some embodi-
ments, the management controller may be communicatively
coupled with cloud server(s) and/or a cloud-based applica-
tion. In other embodiments, the management controller may
be embodied as an online server or a cloud-based server.

Further, in some embodiments, the management control-
ler may communicate with multiple access controllers 102 at
a single site (e.g., a particular building) and/or across
multiple sites. That 1s, in such embodiments, the manage-
ment controller may be configured to receive data from the
access controller(s) 102 distributed across a single building,
multiple buildings on a single campus, or across multiple
locations. The reader 106 may be embodied as any creden-
tial and/or credential enrollment reader configured to read
and/or enroll credentials.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, 1in use, the access controller 102 may
be coupled to a reader 106 to control access through a
passageway selectively blocked by barrier 110. As shown
and described 1n greater detail below, the access controller
102 may be electrically coupled (e.g., via an output relay) to
the access control device 112 such as a door strike, panic bar,
or other lock mechamism that may be controlled to be 1n a
locked state 1n which the access control device 112 prevents
access through the passageway defined by and blocked by
the barrier 110, and an unlocked state 1n which the access
control device 112 permits access through the passageway.
For example, in some embodiments, 1n response to a deter-
mination to grant access, a processor of the access controller
102 may transmit a signal to a corresponding output relay
which, 1n turn, may be transmitted to the access control
device 112 or another lock mechanism to electronically
unlock the corresponding lock mechanism. In some embodi-
ments, the access control device 112 1includes a lock mecha-
nism, such as a deadbolt, latch bolt, lever, and/or another
mechanism, adapted to move under electrical power
between the locked and unlocked state and perform the
functions described herein. However, it should be appreci-
ated that the lock mechanism may be embodied as another
mechanism suitable for controlling access through a pas-
sageway 1n other embodiments.

It should be appreciated that the access controller 102
may receirve power (e.g., 12-24V power) via PoE through
the PoE bufler 120. Further, the access controller 102 may
be electrically coupled to a door position sensor (DPS)
and/or other sensors 1 some embodiments. As shown 1n
FIG. 1, the access controller 102 may be located remotely
from the access control device 112 (e.g., above the room
ceiling) and may be configured to communicate with other
devices of the access control system 100 such as, for
example, via Wi-F1 and/or BLE communication protocols.

It should be appreciated that, 1n some embodiments, the
access controller 102 may include the hardware architecture
described in reference to FIGS. 3-5. The PoE bufler may, 1n
some embodiments, include the hardware architecture
described 1n reference to FIGS. 3-5, and/or the PoE bufller
120 may include the active power supply described 1n
retference to FIGS. 6 and 7. It should be further appreciated
that each of the access controller 102, the PoFE source 104,
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the reader 106, the access control device 112, and/or other
computing devices may be embodied as a computing device
including one or more features of the computing device 200
described below 1n reference to FIG. 2. For example, each
of the access controller 102, the PoE source 104, the reader
106, and/or the other devices may include a processing
device 202 and a memory 206 having stored thereon oper-
ating logic 208 for execution by the processing device 202
to control operation of a corresponding device.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a simplified block diagram of at
least one embodiment of a computing device 200 1s shown.
Depending on the particular embodiment, the computing
device 200 may be embodied as an access controller, a PoE
source, a reader, a credential device, an access control
device, a server, a desktop computer, a laptop computer, a
tablet computer, a notebook, a netbook, an Ultrabook™, a
mobile computing device, a cellular phone, a smartphone, a
wearable computing device, a personal digital assistant, an
Io'T device, a control panel, a processing system, a router, a
gateway, and/or any other computing, processing, and/or
another communication device capable of performing the
functions described herein.

The computing device 200 includes a processing device
202 that executes algorithms and/or processes data 1n accor-
dance with operating logic 208, an input/output device 204
that enables communication between the computing device
200 and one or more external devices 210, and memory 206
which stores, for example, data received from the external
device 210 via the mput/output device 204.

The mput/output device 204 allows the computing device
200 to communicate with the external device 210. For
example, the mput/output device 204 may include a trans-
ceiver, a network adapter, a network card, an interface, one
or more communication ports (e.g., a USB port, serial port,
parallel port, an analog port, a digital port, VGA, DVI,
HDMI, FireWire, CAT 3, or any other type of communica-
tion port or iterface), and/or other communication circuitry.
Communication circuitry may be configured to use any one
or more communication technologies (e.g., wireless or wired
communications) and associated protocols (e.g., Ethemnet,
Bluetooth®, BLE, WiIMAX, CDMA, LTE, GSM, IP, etc.) to
aflect such communication depending on the particular
computing device 200. The mput/output device 204 may
include hardware, software, and/or firmware suitable for
performing the techniques described herein.

The external device 210 may be configured as any type of
device that allows data to be mputted or outputted from the
computing device 200. For example, 1n various embodi-
ments, the external device 210 may be embodied as the PoE
source 104, an Ethernet, cloud server(s), a mobile device, a
gateway device, reader 106, and/or the access control device
112. Further, in some embodiments, the external device 210
may be embodied as another computing device, sensor,
switch, diagnostic tool, controller, printer, display, alarm,
peripheral device (e.g., keyboard, mouse, touch screen dis-
play, etc.), and/or any other computing, processing, and/or
communication device capable of performing the functions
described herein. Furthermore, in some embodiments, it
should be appreciated that the external device 210 may be
integrated into the computing device 200.

The processing device 202 may be embodied as any type
of processor(s) capable of performing the functions
described herein. In particular, the processing device 202
may be embodied as one or more single or multi-core
processors, microcontrollers, or other processor or process-
ing/controlling circuits. For example, 1n some embodiments,
the processing device 202 may include or be embodied as an
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arithmetic logic unit (ALU), central processing unit (CPU),
digital signal processor (DSP), and/or another suitable pro-
cessor(s). The processing device 202 may be a program-
mable type, a dedicated hardwired state machine, or a
combination thereof. The processing devices 202 with mul-
tiple processing units may utilize distributed, pipelined,
and/or parallel processing in various embodiments. Further,
the processing device 202 may be dedicated to performance
of just the operations described herein, or may be utilized 1n
one or more additional applications. In the illustrated
embodiment, the processing device 202 1s of a program-
mable variety that executes algorithms and/or processes data
in accordance with operating logic 208 as defined by pro-
gramming instructions (such as software or firmware) stored
in memory 206. Additionally or alternatively, the operating
logic 208 for processing device 202 may be at least partially
defined by hardwired logic or other hardware. Further, the
processing device 202 may include one or more components
of any type suitable to process the signals received from the
input/output device 204 or from other components or
devices and to provide desired output signals. Such compo-
nents may include digital circuitry, analog circuitry, or a
combination thereof.

The memory 206 may be of one or more types of
non-transitory computer-readable media, such as a solid-
state memory, electromagnetic memory, optical memory, or
a combination thereof. Furthermore, the memory 206 may
be volatile and/or nonvolatile and, 1n some embodiments,
some or all of the memory 206 may be of a portable varniety,
such as a disk, tape, memory stick, cartridge, and/or other
suitable portable memory. In operation, the memory 206
may store various data and software used during operation
of the computing device 200 such as operating systems,
applications, programs, libraries, and drivers. It should be
appreciated that the memory 206 may store data that is
manipulated by the operating logic 208 of processing device
202, such as, for example, data representative of signals
received from and/or sent to the input/output device 204 in
addition to or 1n lieu of storing programming instructions
defining operating logic 208. As shown in FIG. 2, the
memory 206 may be included with the processing device
202 and/or coupled to the processing device 202 depending
on the particular embodiment. For example, in some
embodiments, the processing device 202, the memory 206,
and/or other components of the computing device 200 may
form a portion of a system-on-a-chip (SoC) and be incor-
porated on a single mtegrated circuit chip.

In some embodiments, various components ol the com-
puting device 200 (e.g., the processing device 202 and the
memory 206) may be communicatively coupled via an
input/output subsystem 212, which may be embodied as
circuitry and/or components to facilitate input/output opera-
tions with the processing device 202, the memory 206, and
other components of the computing device 200. For
example, the mput/output subsystem 212 may be embodied
as, or otherwise include, memory controller hubs, mput/
output control hubs, firmware devices, communication links
(1.e., pomnt-to-point links, bus links, wires, cables, light
guides, printed circuit board traces, etc.), radio board(s) that
are 1ntegrated or snapped into a printed circuit board,
transceiver, and/or other components and subsystems to
tacilitate the mput/output operations.

The computing device 200 may include other or addi-
tional components, such as those commonly found 1 a
typical computing device (e.g., various mput/output devices
and/or other components), in other embodiments. It should
be further appreciated that one or more of the components of
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the computing device 200 described herein may be distrib-
uted across multiple computing devices. In other words, the
techniques described herein may be employed by a com-
puting system that includes one or more computing devices.
Additionally, although only a single processing device 202,
an I/0 device 204, and memory 206 are 1llustratively shown
in FIG. 2, 1t should be appreciated that a particular comput-
ing device 200 may include multiple processing devices
202, I/0O devices 204, and/or memories 206 in other embodi-
ments. Further, in some embodiments, more than one exter-
nal device 210 may be 1n communication with the comput-
ing device 200.

FIG. 3 depicts a hardware architecture 300 of an illustra-
tive embodiment ol the access control system 100. As
shown, the 1llustrative hardware architecture 300 includes
the access control device 102, the PoF bufler 120, the reader
106 and the access control device 112. The PoE butler 120
1s connected to the PoE connection link 114 which provides
a constant source of power that 1s used to charge one or more
capacitors for storage on a bufller circuit 122. In the 1llus-
trated embodiment, the PoE bufler circuit 122 1s connected
to the access controller 102 with a power out connection
130, and 1s connected to the access control device 112 with
a power boost out connection 132. The connections 130, 132
provide power to power the access controller 102 and the
access control device 112. In addition, a reader power
connection 134 1s provided between access controller 102
and the reader 106 to provide power to the reader 106 via the
access controller 102. A switched input connection 136
provides updates, status, diagnostics and other signals to and
from the access controller 102 and the PoE source 104

through the PoE butler 120 via the PoE connection 114.
The bufler circuit 122 of the PoE bufler 120 can operate
as an unmnterrupted power supply for the access controller
102, the access control device 112, and the reader 106. In
addition, the PoE bufler 120 can provide power boosting
capabilities to allow for operation of high current devices. It
should be appreciated that, 1n some embodiments, the access
controller 102 of FIG. 1 may include additional and/or
alternative components relative to the components depicted

in the hardware architecture 300. Similarly, 1n some embodi-
ments, one or more components of the hardware architecture
300 may be omitted from the access controller 102. As
shown, the illustrated access controller 102 and the PoE
bufler 120 of FIG. 3 can be secured to and/or positioned
within a common housing or enclosure or separate housings
or enclosures.

FIG. 4 depicts an alternate hardware architecture 300' for
another embodiment of the access control system 100. As
shown, the illustrative hardware architecture 300' includes
the access control device 102, the PoF butfter 120, the reader
106 and the access control device 112. The PoE butler 120
1s connected to the PoE connection link 114 which provides
power that 1s stored on a butler circuit 122. In the 1llustrated
embodiment, the bufler circuit 122 1s connected to the access
controller 102 with a power out connection 130'. However,
in contrast to hardware architecture 300, the access control-
ler 102 1s connected to the access control device 112 with a
power out connection 132' to provide power to the access
control device 112 from the PoE buller 120 through the
access controller 102. The connection 130' provides power
to the access controller 102 from the bufler circuit 122, and
the connection 132' provides the bufler circuit power to the
access control device 112. In this embodiment, in response
to the power being terminated, power can be provided from
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the butler circuit 122 for a period of time to power the access
controller 102, the reader 106 and/or the access control

device 112.

FIG. 5 depicts an alternative hardware architecture 300"
for another illustrative embodiment of the access control
system 100. As shown, the 1llustrative hardware architecture
300" 1s the same hardware architecture 300 of FIG. 3, except
that only the access control device 112 1s connected to the
butler circuit 122 via the power connection 132. The access
controller 102 receives power from the PoE connection 114
directly so that the access controller 102 fails-safe as soon as
power 1s removed. However, the buller circuit 122 can still
provide power for a period of time after the power outage to

unlock the access control device 112.

The 1llustrative PoE butler(s) 120, 120", 120" include an
Ethernet interface 121 (FIG. 3) for receiving Ethernet data
communication and PoE from the PoE source 104, such as
a router, switch, or other suitable device. For example, the
Ethernet interface may support PoE IEEE 802.3af (up to
15.4 W) and/or PoE+ IEEE 802.3at (up to 25.5 W). In other

embodiments, 1t should be appreciated that the access con-
troller 102, the reader 106, and/or the access control device
112 may, additionally or alternatively, be powered via a
battery or another independent power source.

The illustrative bufler circuit 122 and/or other circuitry in
the PoE bufler 120 and/or the access controller 102 1s
configured to convert power recerved from the interface 121
from the PoE power supply into power usable by the access
controller 102, the reader 106 and/or the access control
device 112. For example, 1n the illustrated embodiment, the
power circultry can be configured to convert the supplied
power mto 12V power (e.g., for the reader), 3.3V power
(e.g., for other circuit components), and/or wet power (e.g.,
to power the wet strike, wet auxiliary, and/or wet alarm
components via relays). Further, the power circuitry may
handle the PoE power and include power LEDs and suitable
power storage such as, for example, at the bufler circuit 122.

Referring to FIG. 6, 1llustrated therein 1s one embodiment
of the butler circuit 122. The bufler circuit 122 1s configured
to operate an access control device with a power supply only

capable of producing 12V at 5 Watts for a maximum duty
cycle with sustainability. The builer circuit 122 includes at
least one capacitor 140, such as an ultra-capacitor, an RTC
supercapacitor, or any suitable solid state capacitor, which 1s
charged by a low voltage power source (PS), thereby pro-
viding a low cost to istall and low cost power. The bufler
circuit 122 uses a Lambda 5 W 12V 420 mA switching
power supply to charge a circuit of 13.5V 5F capacitance.
Arranged parallel with the capacitor circuit 1s a Zener/LED
circuit 144 that includes an LED to indicate a charged status
of the capacitor 140 to an end user. For example, the LED
can include differently colored indicators to indicate a
charging status as completely charged, no charge, and charg-
ing conditions in between completely charged and no
charge.

In one embodiment, the charging of the capacitor 140 can
be accomplished with a resistor specified for the last two
volts so that when the switching power supply sees a load
with a high current value, 1t “hiccups™ and folds back and
tries again to charge every hall second. Each time the
switching power supply folds back, the capacitor(s) 140 are
charged incrementally until the capacitor(s) 140 are able to
charge with constant current for the rest of the cycle, thereby
allowmg the bufler circuit 122 to be responsive at maintain-
ing the charge once the capacitor(s) 140 are charged. The
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capacitor(s) 140 can also be charged eflectively using pulse
width modulation from a microcontroller through a field-
cllect transistor (not shown).

FIG. 7 1s illustrative of another embodiment of a builer
circuit 122' that 1s operable with a 12 VDC 2A low voltage
power supply to supply power for charging five capacitors
140'. The bufler circuit 122' operates at a maximum duty
cycle of 25 W to operate up to five access control devices
112. Since PoE does not have the same “hiccup” as the
switching power supply shown in the FIG. 6 embodiment,
the buller circuit 122" includes a dual stage charging circuit
142. The dual stage charging circuit 142 charges across a 6.8
ohm resistor until 7.3 V of charge 1s achieved, and then a
relay switches the charge resistance to a 3.3 ohm resistor to
reduce the charge cycle.

In another embodiment, the builer circuit 122' 1s provided
as a separate “power pack”™ that can be recharged and then
transported to the various locks to locally re-charge capaci-
tors 1n the local PoE buflers 120. For example, the power
pack can be plugged directly into the local PoE bufler(s) 120
to re-charge or refresh the capacﬂor(s) In one embodiment,
the power pack 1s part of an ofl-line access control system
in which the PoE buffer 120 includes capacitors and 1is
readily transported around the facility.

FIG. 8 shows another embodiment of an access control
system 100' that 1s similar to the access control system 100
discussed above, and like elements are designated with like
reference numerals. The access control system 100" includes
one or more access control devices 112 and an access
controller 102'. The access control device 112 can include
one or more wireless locks, panic devices, trims, strikes,
magnetic locks, and any other security product adapted for
use with door access control. The access control device 112
can provide one or more signals to the access controller 102",
such as signals for a door position, an output from a
magnetic bond sensor, a signal indicating a request to exit,
a latchbolt monitor signal, or any other signal from an access
control device 112. The access control device 112 can also
provide and receive wired and wireless signals from the
Internet and/or the IoT, and also provide connectivity to
clectronic credential readers and other mput devices for
access control, including cell phones and other wireless
protocols.

The access controller 102' includes an interface 121 to
receive a PoE mput from the PoE source 104. The interface
121 1s connected to a supply source, such as a bufler circuit
122, which provides a constant power supply or constant
current supply for charging the balanced capacitor array
140". The capacitor array 140" includes one or more capaci-
tors for storing power over time and providing power for
operating the access controller 102' and/or the access control
device 112.

The access controller 102" also includes a microcontroller
146 that 1s provided with non-volatile memory and active
RAM. The microcontroller 146 may also include an IP PoE
chip for managing the PoE/PoE+ switching and power
management. The microcontroller 146 also includes con-
nectivity on bus for digital and analog 1/0, relay circuitry,
radio board connectivity, fire alarm relay control, status and
lighting circuitry, and Ethernet digital communications. In
one embodiment, the microcontroller 146 includes a screw
header or other connector that allows digital and analog 1I/O
of solid state or relay type for connectivity to security
products as well as wired IoT devices. The firmware embed-
ded in the microcontroller 146 can be upgradable and
updatable, and can allow monitoring, access control, diag-
nostics, settings, and connectivity to the IoT.
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The access controller 102' also includes an optional radio
card 148 that can be integrated into the access controller 102"
or having snap-in connection with the microcontroller 146.
The radio card 148 can provide connectivity to the IoT or
any other existing or future radio frequency technology.

According to an embodiment, a access control system
may include an electrically powered access control device
for locking and unlocking a door, an access controller
configured to be coupled to the access control device, a
Power over Ethernet (PoE) circuit configured to receive
power over an Ethernet cable for powering the access
control device and the access controller, and at least one
active power supply builer connecting the access control
device and the access controller with the PoE circuait.

In some embodiments, the access control device 1s one of
an electronic panic bar, an electronic lock, a magnetic lock,
an auto-operator and an electronic strike for a door. In other
embodiments, the access controller includes a radio board
for wireless connectivity to the Internet. In still other
embodiments, the power supply bufler includes a first power
connection with the access controller and a second power
connection with the access control device.

In some embodiments, the access controller includes a
third power connection with an electronic reader device
configured to recerve one or more credentials to be analyzed
for an access control decision. In other embodiments, the
access controller includes a signal connection with the
power supply bufler to provide communication signals
between at least one of the access control device and the
access controller to a PoE source connected with the PoE
circuit.

In some embodiments, the power supply bufler includes
a bufler circuit connected to each of the access controller and
the access control device via respective ones of the first
power connection and the second power connection. In other
embodiments, the power supply bufler includes a buller
circuit, and wherein the access control device 1s connected
to the bufller circuit. In still other embodiments, the power
supply bufller includes a first power connection with the
access controller, and wherein the access controller includes
a second power connection with the access control device.

In some embodiments, the access controller includes a
third power connection with a reader device that 1s config-
ured to receive one or more credentials to be analyzed for an
access control decision.

In some embodiments, wherein the at least one active
power supply bufler includes a bufler circuit with at least

[ 1

one capacitor that 1s charged with power from the PoE
circuit.

In some embodiments, the bufler circuit of the at least one
active power supply buller includes two or more capacitors.
In other embodiments, the buffer circuit of the at least one
active power supply bufler includes five capacitors.

According to another embodiment, an access control
system may include an electrically operated access control
device for locking and unlocking a door, a Power over
Ethernet (PoE) circuit configured to receive power over an
Ethernet cable for powering the access control device, and
at least one active power supply buller connecting the access
control device with the PoE circuit, wherein the at least one
active power supply bufler includes at least one capacitor
configured to store power for operating the access control
device.

In some embodiments, the at least one active power
supply bufler includes two or more capacitors. In other
embodiments, the at least one active power supply buller
includes five capacitors. In still other embodiments, the
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active power supply butfler includes a dual stage charging
circuit for charging the capacitors.

According to yet another embodiment, a method for
powering an access control system may include connecting
an electrically powered access control device configured for
locking and unlocking a door and an access controller
associated with the access control device to a Power over
Ethernet (PoE) circuit configured to receive power over an
Ethernet cable, storing power from the PoE circuit in a
bufler circuit, and powering at least one of the access control
device and the access controller with power stored 1n the
PoE buller circuit.

In some embodiments, connecting the electrically pow-
ered access control device includes at least one active power
supply bufler connecting the access control device and the
access controller with the PoE circuit. In other embodi-
ments, storing power from the PoE circuit includes storing
power on at least one capacitor of the bufller circuit. In still
other embodiments, storing power from the PoE circuit

includes storing power on five capacitors ol the buller
circuit.

"y

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An access control system, comprising:

an electrically powered access control device comprising
a lock for locking and unlocking a door;

an access controller configured to be coupled to the access
control device;

a Power over Ethernet (PoE) circuit configured to receive
power over an Ethernet cable for powering the access
control device and the access controller; and

at least one active power supply bufler connecting the
access control device and the access controller with the
PoE circuit, the at least one active power supply buller
including a bufler circuit with at least one capacitor to
store power suilicient to operate the access control
device during a termination ol power from the PoE
circuit and a high momentary power event requiring a
higher current draw, wherein the at least one capacitor
1s charged with power from the PoE circuit;

wherein the at least one active power supply buller
includes a power out connection connected to the
access controller and a power out boost connection that
connects the access control device to the at least one
capacitor of the bufler circuit; and

wherein the at least one capacitor provides a power boost
to the lock of the access control device 1n response to
the higher current draw corresponding to locking or
unlocking of the lock.

2. The access control system of claim 1, wherein the lock

1s one ol an electronic panic bar, an electronic lock, a
magnetic lock, an auto-operator, or an electronic strike for
the door.

3. The access control system of claim 1, wherein the
access controller includes a radio for wireless connectivity
to the Internet.

4. The access control system of claim 1, wherein the
access controller includes a third power connection that
powers an electronic reader device configured to receive one
or more credentials to be analyzed for an access control
decision.

5. The access control system of claim 1, wherein the
access controller includes a signal connection with the
power supply bufller to provide communication signals
between at least one of the access control device and the
access controller to a PoE source connected with the PoE
circuit.
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6. The access control system of claim 1, wherein only the
access control device 1s connected to the buller circuit.

7. The access control system of claim 1, wherein the
bufler circuit of the at least one active power supply buller
includes two or more capacitors.

8. The access control system of claim 1, wherein the
butler circuit of the at least one active power supply bufler
includes five capacitors connected to operate five connected
access control devices.

9. The access control system of claim 1, wherein the
power supply buller i1s located adjacent the door.

10. The access control system of claim 1, wherein the
power supply buller 1s integrated into the lock.

11. The access control system of claim 10, wherein the
power supply buller i1s integrated into the access control
device or the access controller.

12. An access control system, comprising:

an electrically operated access control device comprising
a lock for locking and unlocking a door;

a Power over Ethernet (PoE) circuit configured to receive
power over an Ethernet cable for powering the access
control device; and

at least one active power supply bufler connecting the
access control device with the PoE circuit, wherein the
at least one active power supply buller includes a bufler
circuit with at least one capacitor configured to store
power from the PoE circuit for operating the access
control device during a termination of power from the
PoE circuit and during a high momentary power event
requiring a higher current draw, and wherein the at least
one capacitor 1s charged with power from the PoE
circuit;

wherein the at least one active power supply buller
includes a power out connection connected to the
access controller and a power out boost connection that
connects the access control device to the at least one
capacitor of the bufler circuit; and

wherein the at least one capacitor provides a power boost
to the lock of the access control device 1n response to
the higher current draw corresponding to locking or
unlocking of the lock.

13. The access control system of claim 12, wherein the at

least one active power supply bufler includes two or more
capacitors.

.
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14. The access control system of claim 12, wherein the at
least one active power supply buller includes five capacitors
connected to operate five connected access control devices.
15. The access control system of claim 14, wherein the
active power supply butfler includes a dual stage charging
circuit for charging the capacitors, the dual stage charging
circuit including a first circuit with a first charge resistance
to charge the five capacitors to a first charge, and a second
circuit with a second charge resistance less than the first
charge resistance to charge the five capacitors to a second
charge greater than the first charge.
16. A method for powering an access control system,
comprising;
connecting an electrically powered access control device
comprising a lock configured for locking and unlocking,
a door and an access controller associated with the
access control device to a Power over Ethernet (PoE)
circuit configured to receive power over an Ethernet
cable, wherein the connecting includes connecting a
power out connection of an active power supply buller
to the access controller and connecting a power out
boost connection of the active power supply buller to
the access control device, the power out boost connec-
tion connecting at least one capacitor of a bufler circuit
in the active power supply to the access control device;

storing power from the PoE circuit by charging the at least
one capacitor of the bufler circuit of the active power
supply bufler with the power from the PoFE circuit; and

powering the access control device with power stored 1n
the at least one capacitor of the buller circuit to operate
the access control device during a termination of power
from the PoE circuit and a high momentary power
event requiring a higher current draw; and

wherein the at least one capacitor provides a power boost

to the lock of the access control device 1n response to
the higher current draw corresponding to locking or
unlocking of the lock.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein storing power from
the PoE circuit includes storing power on five capacitors of
the bufler circuit to operate five connected access control
devices.
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