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DISPLAY PANEL AND DISPLAY DEVICE
INCLUDING THE SAMLEL

This application claims priority to Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2019-0139510, filed on Nov. 4, 2019, and all

the benefits accruing therefrom under 35 U.S.C. § 119, the

content of which 1n 1ts entirety 1s herein incorporated by
reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The disclosure relates to a display panel and a display
device including the display panel.

2. Description of the Related Art

A display device 1s a device for displaying an image, and
typically includes a liquid crystal display (“LCD™), an
organic light emitting diode (“OLED”) display, or the like.
Such a display device 1s used in various electronic devices
such as mobile phones, navigation systems, digital cameras,
clectronic books, portable game machines, and various
terminals.

In a conventional display device, an 1image 1s typically
displayed on a center portion of a front side. However, 1n
recent years, display devices for displaying images on front
edges and display devices for displaying images on side
edges, has been developed.

The display device may include a display panel where a
plurality of pixels are disposed on a substrate. In order to
display an 1mage not only on front edges but also on side
edges of the display device, edges of the display panel may
be bent. A driving circuit may be installed at one edge of the
display device to drive the display panel, and a side surface
where the driving circuit 1s installed may be desired to have
a bending structure different from those of other side sur-
faces.

SUMMARY

Exemplary embodiments provide a display device, in
which a display panel 1s bent to provide a display screen at
side surfaces. Such embodiments provide a display device
having a structure in which the screen may be provided on
side surfaces of the display panel where a driving circuit 1s
installed.

According to an exemplary embodiment, a display device
includes: a display panel including a first area, a second area,
and a bending portion between the first area and the second
area; and a cover window disposed on the display panel,
where the first area of the display panel 1s disposed between
the cover window and the second area of the display panel
when the display panel 1s 1n a bent state. In such an
embodiment, the bending portion includes a first bending
portion extending from the first area, a second bending
portion extending from the first bending portion, and a third
bending portion between the second bending portion and the
second area, where the first bending portion 1s disposed
between the cover window and the third bending portion
when the display panel 1s in the bent state. In such an
embodiment, a radius of curvature of the second bending
portion 1s less than a radius of curvature of the first bending,
portion, and the radius of curvature of the second bending
portion 1s less than a radius of curvature of the third bending,
portion.
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In an exemplary embodiment, the radius of curvature of
the first bending portion may be less than a radius of
curvature of a portion of the cover window corresponding
thereto.

In an exemplary embodiment, the radius of curvature of
the third bending portion may be less than the radius of
curvature of the first bending portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, the first bending portion
may include an outer surface which faces the cover window
and an mner surface which faces the third bending portion,
and a radius of curvature of the inner surface may be less
than or equal to a radius of curvature of the outer surface.

In an exemplary embodiment, the radius of curvature of
the third bending portion may be less than the radius of
curvature of the first bending portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, the cover window may
cover the first area and the first bending portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, the cover window may not
cover at least a part of the second bending portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, a shortest distance to the
cover window from a tangent line of the second bending
portion that 1s parallel with the first area may be greater than
about 0.1 millimeter (mm) and less than about 1.0 mm.

In an exemplary embodiment, the cover window may
cover the first area, the first bending portion, and the second
bending portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, a shortest distance to the
cover window from a tangent line of the second bending
portion which 1s parallel with the first area may be greater
than about zero (0) mm and less than about 1.0 mm.

In an exemplary embodiment, a distance between the first
bending portion and the third bending portion may be
substantially constant.

In an exemplary embodiment, a distance between the first
bending portion and the third bending portion may be
gradually decreased or gradually increased as going closer to
the second bending portion at a portion adjacent to the
second bending portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, the display device may
turther includes a spacer disposed between the first area and
the second area and between the first bending portion and the
third bending portion when the display panel 1s in the bent
state, where an opening, which 1s located at a boundary
between the first area and the first bending portion, 1s defined
in the spacer.

In an exemplary embodiment, a planar shape of the
opening may include at least one shape selected from a bar
shape, a horizontal stripe pattern, a vertical stripe pattern, a
lattice pattern, and a dot pattern.

In an exemplary embodiment, the spacer may be further
located 1n a region surrounded by the second bending
portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, the display device may
turther include a support member disposed between the first
arca and the second area of the display panel and between
the first bending portion and the third bending portion when
the display panel 1s 1n the bent state, where the spacer may
be located between the support member and the second area
of the display panel and between the support member and
the third bending portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, the display device may
turther include a first protection film disposed between the
support member and the first area of the display panel and
between the support member and the first bending portion;
and a second protection film disposed between the support
member and the second area of the display panel and
between the support member and the third bending portion.
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In an exemplary embodiment, the second protection film
may be disposed between the spacer and the second area of
the display panel and between the spacer and the third
bending portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, the display device may
turther include a driving circuit chip disposed on the second
area of the display panel.

According to an exemplary embodiment, a display panel
includes: a first area and a second area which at least
partially overlap each other 1n a bent state; a first bending,
portion extending from the first area; a second bending
portion extending from the first bending portion; and a third
bending portion between the second bending portion and the
second area. In such an embodiment, a radius of curvature
of the second bending portion 1s less than a radius of
curvature of the first bending portion, and the radius of
curvature of the second bending portion 1s less than a radius
of curvature of the third bending portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, the radius of curvature of
the third bending portion may be less than the radius of
curvature of the first bending portion.

In an exemplary embodiment, the first bending portion
may include an inner surface which faces the third bending
portion and an outer surface opposite to the mner surface,
and a radius of curvature of the inner surface may be less
than or equal to a radius of curvature of the outer surface.

According to exemplary embodiments, an edge portion of
the display panel include a plurality of bending portions,
cach having a different radius of curvature such that the
screen may be provided at a side surface of the display
device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a top plan view of a display device according to
an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view, taken along line II-1I of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view of the display device of
FIG. 2 1n a partially bent state.

FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional view of the display device of
FIG. 2 1n a finally bent state.

FIG. 5 1s a cross-sectional view of the display device
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 6 1s a cross-sectional view of a display device
according to a comparative example.

FIG. 7 1s a cross-sectional view of a display device
according to an alternative exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 8 1s a cross-sectional view of the display device
according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 9 1s a cross-sectional view of the display device
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 10 1s a top plan view of a display device according
to another alternative exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 11 1s a cross-sectional view, taken along line XI-XI
of the display device of FIG. 10, when the display device 1s
in a bent state.

FIG. 12 1s a cross-sectional view of a display device
according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 13 1s a cross-sectional view of a display device
according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 14 1s a cross-sectional view of a display device
according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 15 1s a cross-sectional view of a display device

according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The mmvention will be described more fully heremafter
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
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exemplary embodiments of the mvention are shown. As
those skilled 1n the art would realize, the described embodi-
ments may be modified 1n various different ways, all without
departing ifrom the spirit or scope of the mvention.

The drawings and description are to be regarded as
illustrative 1n nature and not restrictive. Like reference
numerals designate like elements throughout the specifica-
tion.

In addition, since the size and thickness of each configu-
ration shown 1n the drawing are arbitrarily expressed for
better understanding and ease of description, the present
invention 1s not necessarily limited to that shown. In the
drawings, the thickness of layers and regions are exagger-
ated for clarity. In the drawings, the thickness of some layers
and regions 1s exaggerated for better understanding and ease
ol description.

It will be understood that when an element such as a layer,
f1lm, region, or substrate 1s referred to as being “on” another
clement, i1t can be directly on the other element or interven-
ing clements may also be present. In contrast, when an
clement 1s referred to as being “directly on” another element,
there are no mtervening elements present. The word “on” or
“above” means positioned on or below the object portion,
and does not necessarily mean positioned on the upper side
of the object portion based on a gravitational direction.

It will be understood that, although the terms “first,”
“second,” “third” etc. may be used herein to describe various
clements, components, regions, layers and/or sections, these
clements, components, regions, layers and/or sections
should not be limited by these terms. These terms are only
used to distinguish one element, component, region, layer or
section from another element, component, region, layer or
section. Thus, “a first element,” “component,” “region,”
“layer” or “‘section” discussed below could be termed a
second element, component, region, layer or section without
departing from the teachings herein.

The terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and 1s not intended to be
limiting. As used herein, the singular forms *“a,” “an,” and
“the” are intended to include the plural forms, including “at
least one,” unless the content clearly indicates otherwise.
“Or” means “and/or.” As used herein, the term “and/or”
includes any and all combinations of one or more of the
associated listed items. It will be further understood that the
terms “comprises” and/or “comprising,” or “includes” and/
or “including” when used 1n this specification, specily the
presence ol stated features, regions, mtegers, steps, opera-
tions, elements, and/or components, but do not preclude the
presence or addition of one or more other features, regions,
integers, steps, operations, elements, components, and/or
groups thereol.

Further, in this specification, the phrase “on a plane”
means viewing a target portion from the top, and the phrase
“on a cross-section” means viewing a cross-section formed
by vertically cutting a target portion from the side.

“About” or “approximately” as used herein 1s inclusive of
the stated value and means within an acceptable range of
deviation for the particular value as determined by one of
ordinary skill in the art, considering the measurement 1n
question and the error associated with measurement of the
particular quantity (i.e., the limitations of the measurement

system). For example, “about” can mean within one or more
standard deviations, or within +30%, 20%, 10%, 5% of the

stated value.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
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which this disclosure belongs. It will be further understood
that terms, such as those defined 1n commonly used diction-
aries, should be interpreted as having a meaning that is
consistent with their meaning in the context of the relevant
art and the present disclosure, and will not be interpreted 1n
an 1dealized or overly formal sense unless expressly so
defined herein.

Exemplary embodiments are described herein with refer-
ence to cross section illustrations that are schematic 1llus-
trations of 1dealized embodiments. As such, variations from
the shapes of the illustrations as a result, for example, of
manufacturing techniques and/or tolerances, are to be
expected. Thus, embodiments described herein should not
be construed as limited to the particular shapes of regions as
illustrated herein but are to include deviations 1n shapes that
result, for example, from manufacturing. For example, a
region 1llustrated or described as flat may, typically, have
rough and/or nonlinear features. Moreover, sharp angles that
are 1llustrated may be rounded. Thus, the regions 1llustrated
in the figures are schematic 1n nature and their shapes are not
intended to illustrate the precise shape of a region and are
not intended to limit the scope of the present claims.

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the invention will
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying,
drawings.

First, a display device according to an exemplary embodi-
ment will be described with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4.

FIG. 1 1s a top plan view of a display device according to
an exemplary embodiment, and FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional
view, taken along the line II-II of FIG. 1. FIG. 3 1s a
cross-sectional view of the display device of FIG. 2, 1 a
partially bent state, and FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional view of
the display device of FIG. 2, in a finally bent state.

In an exemplary embodiment, as shown in FIG. 1 to FIG.
4, a display device 1000 includes a display panel 100
including a plurality of pixels PX that displays an image, and
a cover window 490 disposed on the display panel 100.

The display panel 100 includes a first area Al, a second
area A2, and a bending portion BA disposed between and
connected to the first area Al and the second area A2. The
display panel 100 may be changed in various shapes by
including or being formed of a flexible material. The display
panel 100 may be flexible, stretchable, foldable, bendable, or
rollable. The bending portion BA 1s an area in which the
display panel 100 1s bent, FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 1llustrate a state
betore the display panel 100 1s bent or the display panel 100
in an unbent state, FI1G. 3 illustrates an intermediate portion
in which the display panel 100 1s bent, and FIG. 4 illustrates
a final state 1n which the display panel 100 1s bent. In an
exemplary embodiment, as show in FIG. 4, only the bending
portion BA of the display panel 100 1s bent, and other areas,
excluding the bending portion BA, that 1s, the first area Al
and the second area A2, may be formed flat or rigid.
However, this 1s merely exemplary, and the display panel
100 may additionally include a bendable area. In one exem-
plary embodiment, for example, at least a part of the first
arca Al or the second area A2 of the display panel 100 may
be bent or bendable.

The first area Al of the display panel 100 1s extending to
the bending portion BA. The first area A1 may have a
rectangular shape including a long side and a short side, and
may have a shape having a curved surface with chamiered
corners. However, such a shape of the first area Al 1s merely
exemplary, and the first area A1 may be variously modified
to have another shape. Since the plurality of pixels PX are
disposed mostly 1n the first area Al, an 1image 1s disposed on
the first area A1. However, no pixel PX may be disposed in
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a part of an edge area of the first area Al, and no image may
be displayed thereon. In one exemplary embodiment, for
example, only a lower edge of the first area Al 1s extending
to the bending portion BA as shown 1n FIG. 1 to FIG. 4.
Alternatively, an upper edge, a left edge, or an right edge of
the first area A1 may be bent, and at least a part of the bent
portions may display a screen.

In an exemplary embodiment, the plurality of pixels PX
may be arranged 1in a matrix format, and may receive an
image signal and display an image based on the image
signal. In such an embodiment, the alignment format of the
plurality of pixels PX may be variously modified. Although
it 1s not 1llustrated, the display panel 100 may further include
a plurality of signal lines. The signal lines may include a
plurality of scan lines, a plurality of control lines, a plurality
of data lines, a plurality of driving voltage lines, and the like.
The signal lines may respectively transmit a scan signal, a
control signal, a data signal, a driving voltage, and the like.
The plurality of signal lines may be disposed to cross each
other 1n a row direction or a column direction. In an
exemplary embodiment, each pixel PX may include a plu-
rality of transistors connected to the plurality of signal lines,
a capacitor, and a light emitting element, e.g., a light
emitting diode (“LED”). In such an embodiment, the display
panel 100 may be an organic light emitting display panel.
However, the type of the display panel 100 1s not limited
thereto, and may be provided as various types of panels. In
one exemplary embodiment, for example, the display panel
100 may be a liquid crystal panel, an electrophoretic display
panel, an electrowetting display panel, or the like.

The second area A2 of the display panel 100 15 extending
to the bending portion BA. The second area A2 1s a non-
display area where no image 1s displayed, and does not
include pixels PX. Elements and/or wires that generate
and/or transmit various signals applied to the pixels PX are
disposed 1n the second area A2.

A driving circuit chip 250 and a flexible circuit board 200
may be disposed on the display panel 100. The driving
circuit chip 250 1s connected to the elements or the wires
disposed in the second area A2 to transmit various signals to
the pixels PX disposed in the display panel 100. In one
exemplary embodiment, for example, the driving circuit
chip 250 may supply a scan signal, a control signal, a data
signal, and the like. The flexible circuit board 200 may be
attached to an edge of the second areca A2 of the display
panel 100. The flexible circuit board 200 may include or be
formed of a flexible material. A circuit for controlling
driving of the display panel 100 1s disposed 1n the flexible
circuit board 200.

The bending area BA of the display panel 100 1s disposed
between the first area Al and the second area A2 and
establishes a connection therebetween. The first area A1 and
the second area A2 overlap each other while the display
panel 100 1s 1n a bent state. The bending portion BA of the
display panel 100 may be located to be connected to one
short side of the first area A1. However, the location of the
bending portion BA 1s merely exemplary, and may be
vartously modified. In one exemplary embodiment, for
example, the bending portion BA may be located to be
connected to both short sides of the first area Al or a long
side of the first area Al.

The bending portion BA of the display panel 100 includes
a first bending portion B1 extending from the first area Al,
a second bending portion B2 extending from the first bend-
ing portion B1, and a third bending portion B3 between the
second bending portion B2 and the second area A2.
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The first bending portion Bl of the display panel 100 1s
bent with a predetermined radius of curvature. One edge of
the first bending portion B1 of the display panel 100 1s
extending to the first area Al, and another edge of the first
bending portion Bl 1s extending to the second bending
portion B2. The first bending portion B1 of the display panel
100 may have a width that 1s similar to or substantially the
same as that of one short side of the first area Al. In an
exemplary embodiment, the width of the first bending por-
tion B1 may have be gradually reduced when moving away
from the first area Al. However, this 1s merely exemplary,
and the shape of the first bending portion B1 may be
variously modified. The first bending portion B1 of the
display panel 100 may include pixels PX that display an
image. An entire area of the first bending portion B1 may
include pixels PX and thus may display an image. However,
this 1s merely exemplary, and some area of the first bending,
portion Bl includes pixels PX, and other arecas may not
include pixels PX. In one exemplary embodiment, for
example, a portion of the first bending portion B1, located
adjacent to the first area Al of the display panel 100, may
include pixels PX, and a portion of the first bending portion
B1, located adjacent to the second bending portion B2 of the
display panel 100, may not include pixels PX. In such an
embodiment, a ratio of the area that includes the pixels PX
in the entire area of the first bending portion B1 may be
variously changed. In one exemplary embodiment, for
example, a ratio of the area that includes the pixels PX 1n the
entire area of the first bending portion B1 may be in a range
ol about 50% or about 70%.

The second bending portion B2 of the display panel 100
may be bent with a predetermined radius of curvature. The

radius of curvature of the second bending portion B2 of the
display panel 100 may be different from that of the first
bending portion Bl

One edge of the second bending portion B2 of the display
panel 100 1s connected to the first bending portion B1, and
another edge of the second bending portion B2 1s connected
to the third bending portion B3. A width of the second
bending portion B2 of the display panel 100 may be less than
a width of the edge of the first bending portion B1, con-
nected to the second bending portion B2. However, this 1s
merely exemplary, and the width of the second bending
portion B2 of the display panel 100 may be substantially the
same as that of the first bending portion B1. The second
bending portion B2 may not include pixels PX that display
an 1mage. However, this 1s merely exemplary, and at least a
part of the second bending portion B2 may include pixels
PX.

In an exemplary embodiment, the third bending portion
B3 of the display panel 100 1s bent with a predetermined
radius of curvature. The radius of curvature of the third
bending portion B3 of the display panel 100 may be different
from that of the second bending portion B2. In such an
embodiment, the radius of curvature of the third bending
portion B3 of the display panel 100 may be different from
that of the second bending portion B2. One edge of the third
bending portion B3 of the display panel 100 1s connected to
the second bending portion B2, and another edge of the third
bending portion B3 is connected to the second area A2. A
width of the third bending portion B3 of the display panel
100 may be similar to or substantially the same as the width
of the second bending portion B2. However, this 1s merely
exemplary, and the width of the third bending portion B3
may be different from the width of the second bending
portion B2.
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In an exemplary embodiment, as shown 1n FIG. 4, each of
the first bending portion B1, the second bending portion B2,
and the third bending portion B3 of the display panel 100 1s
bent with a predetermined radius of curvature. The radius of
curvature of the first bending portion B1 1s similar to or
substantially the same as that of the third bending portion
B3. The radius of curvature of the second bending portion
B2 is less than the radius of curvature of the first bending
portion B1 and the radius of curvature of the second bending
portion B2 1s less than the radius of curvature of the third
bending portion B3. The first bending portion B1 of the
display panel 100 1s bent downward with respect to the first
arca Al. The first bending portion B1 1s shaped like an arc
with a central angle of approximately 90 degrees. The
second bending portion B2 of the display panel 100 1s bent
in the lateral direction with respect to the first bending
portion B1. The second bending portion B2 1s shaped like an
arc with a central angle of approximately 180 degrees. The
third bending portion B3 of the display panel 100 1s bent
upward with respect to the second bending portion B2. The
third bending portion B3 1s shaped like an arc with a central
angle of approximately 90 degrees.

The radius of curvature of the second bending portion B2
may be substantially similar to or substantially the same as
half the distance between the first bending portion B1 and
the third bending portion B3. The distance between the first
bending portion B1 and the third bending portion B3 may be
substantially constant. In one exemplary embodiment, for
example, where the distance between the first bending
portion B1 and the third bending portion B3 1s about 1
millimeter (mm), the radius of curvature of the second
bending portion B2 may be about 0.5 mm.

In an exemplary embodiment, while the display panel 100
1s 1n a bent state, the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3 overlap each other, and the third bending
portion B3 1s located at an 1nner side of the first bending
portion B1. In such an embodiment, the radius of curvature
of the third bending portion B3 may be less than that of the
first bending portion B1l. The distance between the first
bending portion B1 and the third bending portion B3 may be
substantially constant. A diflerence between the radius of
curvature of the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3 may be substantially the same or similar
to or substantially the same as the distance between the first
bending portion B1 and the third bending portion B3. In one
exemplary embodiment, for example, where the distance
between the first bending portion B1 and the third bending
portion B3 1s about 1 mm, the radius of curvature of the first
bending portion B1 may be about 4 mm and the radius of
curvature of the third bending portion B3 may be about 3
mm.

The first bending portion B1 of the display panel 100 may
include an outer surface 102 that faces the cover window
490 and an mner surface 104 that faces the third bending
portion B3. In such an embodiment, a radius of curvature of
the 1nner surface 104 of the first bending portion B1 of the
display panel 100 may be less than a radius of curvature of
the outer surface 102 of the first bending portion B1 of the
display panel 100. A radius of curvature diflerence between
the outer surface 102 and the inner surface 104 of the first
bending portion Bl may be substantially similar to or
substantially the same as a thickness of the display panel
100. In an exemplary embodiment, the thickness of the
display panel 100 may be substantially thin, e.g., 1n a range
of about 20 micrometers (um) to about 30 um, and the radius
of curvature of the inner surface 104 of the first bending
portion B1 of the display panel 100 may be substantially the
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same as that of the outer surface 102 of the first bending
portion Bl of the display panel 100. Thus, the radius of
curvature of the mnner surface 104 of the first bending portion
B1 of the display panel 100 may be less than or equal to the
radius of curvature of the outer surface 102 of the first
bending portion B1 of the display panel 100.

In an exemplary embodiment, as described above, the
display panel 100 of the display device 1000 has at least one
bent edge, and 1n such an embodiment, the bending portion
B A includes the first bending portion B1, the second bending
portion B2, and the third bending portion B3, which have
different radius of curvatures from each other, such that a
structure 1 which the screen i1s disposed even at an edge
surface of the display device 1000 may be easily imple-
mented. At least a part of the first bending portion B1 may
include pixels PX that display an image. The third bending
portion B3 overlaps the first bending portion B1 and 1s
located at an 1nner side of the first bending portion B1, and
a driving circuit chip 250 may be located on the second area
A2 that 1s connected to the third bending portion B3.

The cover window 490 may be located on one surface of
the display panel 100. The cover window 490 serves to
protect the display panel 100 from external interference. The
cover window 490 may overlap the first area Al of the
display panel 100. The cover window 490 may overlap the
entire first area Al of the display panel 100. Since the first
arca Al and the second area A2 of the display panel 100
overlap while the display panel 100 1s 1n a bent state, the
cover window 490 overlaps the first areca Al and the second
arca A2. While the display panel 100 1s 1n the bent state, the
first area Al of the display panel 100 1s disposed between the
cover window 490 and the second area A2 of the display
panel 100. The shape of the cover window 490 1s similar to
or substantially the same as the shape of the display panel
100. A portion of the cover window 490, overlapping the
first area Al of the display panel 100, may be {flat.

The cover window 490 may overlap the bending portion
BA of the display panel 100. The cover window 490 may
overlap the first bending portion B1 of the display panel 100.
Since the first bending portion B1 and the third bending
portion B3 of the display panel 100 overlap while the display
panel 100 1s 1n the bent state, the cover window 490 overlaps
the first bending portion Bl and the third bending portion
B3. While the display panel 100 1s in the bent state, the first
bending portion B1 of the display panel 100 1s disposed
between the cover window 490 and the third bending portion
B3. The shape of the cover window 490 1s similar to or
substantially the same as the shape of the display panel 100.
A portion of the cover window 490, overlapping the bending
portion BA of the display panel 100, may have a bent shape.
In such an embodiment, the radius of curvature of the first
bending portion B1 of the display panel 100 may be less than
that of the cover window 490. Here, the radius of curvature
of the cover window 490 may be a radius of curvature of the
portion thereof having the bent shape. A radius of curvature
difference between the first bending portion Bl of the
display panel 100 and the cover window 490 may be similar
to or substantially the same as a gap between the first
bending portion B1 of the display panel 100 and the cover
window 490. Here, the radius of curvature of the cover
window 490 means a radius of curvature of the outer surface
of the cover window 490. Here, the gap between the {first
bending portion B1 of the display panel 100 and the cover
window 490 means a distance from the first bending portion
B1 of the display panel 100 to the outer surface of the cover
window 490. In one exemplary embodiment, for example,
where the distance between the first bending portion Bl of
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the display panel 100 and the cover window 490 1s about 0.5
mm, the radius of curvature of the first bending portion B1
of the display panel 100 may be about 4 mm and the radius
of curvature of the cover window 490 may be about 4.5 mm.

The cover window 490 may not overlap at least a part of
the second bending portion B2 of the display panel 100. in
an exemplary embodiment, as shown 1n FIG. 2 to FIG. 4, the
cover window 490 does not overlap the second bending
portion B2 of the display panel 100. However, this 1s merely
exemplary, and alternatively, the cover window 490 overlaps
a part of the second bending portion B2 of the display panel
100 and may not overlap the remaining part of the second
bending portion B2. In such an embodiment, a shortest
distance d1 from the tangent line of the second bending
portion B2 that 1s parallel to the first area Al of the display
panel 100 to the cover window 490 may be greater than or
equal to about 0.1 mm and less than or equal to about 1.0
mm, but not being limited thereto.

Heremafiter, a structure of an exemplary embodiment of
the display device including a chassis to protect a portion of
the display panel 100, not covered by the cover window 490,
will be described 1n detail.

FIG. 5 1s a cross-sectional view of the display device
according to an exemplary embodiment, and FIG. 6 1s a
cross-sectional view of a display device according to a
comparative example.

In an exemplary embodiment, as shown in FIG. 5, the
display device 1000 may further include a chassis 600 that
1s disposed below the display panel 100. The chassis 600 1s
disposed to cover a lower portion and a part of a side surface
of the display panel to protect the display panel 100 and
constituent elements of the display device 1000, provided
between the display panel 100 and the chassis 600. The
chassis 600 may cover a portion of the display panel 100 not
covered by the cover window 490. Thus, the portion of the
display panel 100 not covered by the cover window 490 may
be protected by the chassis 600. Accordingly, a structure in
which the cover window 490 does not cover a part of the
display panel 100 may be implemented. Thus, a ratio of the
cover window 490 to a portion of the display device 1000 fo
displaying an image may be reduced. In such an embodi-
ment, other constituent elements may be located or accom-
modated 1n a space S1 defined by the bending portion of the
display panel 100 and the chassis 600.

Heremalter, a comparative example will be described
with reference to FIG. 6. As shown 1n FIG. 6, a conventional
display device may include a single bending portion at an
edge thereof. A chassis 600 1s disposed to cover a lower
portion and a side surface of a display panel 100. In such a
structure, a cover window 490 1s desired to be formed to
cover the entire display panel 100 to protect the display
panel 100. Thus, a ratio of the cover window 490 to a portion
of the display device 1000 for displaying an image 1is
relatively great.

Referring back to FIG. 1 to FIG. S5, an exemplary embodi-
ment of the display device will be described 1n detail.

An adhesive layer 480 may be disposed between the
display panel 100 and the cover window 490. The adhesive
layer 480 may include or be formed of an optically clear
adhesive (“OCA”), an optically clear resin (“OCR™), a
pressure sensitive adhesive (“PSA”), or the like. The adhe-
sive layer 480 serves to bond between the display panel 100
and the cover window 490.

A first protection film 410 and a second protection film
420 may be further disposed or provided on a surface of the
display panel 100. The first protection film 410 may be
located on or to overlap the first area B1 and the first bending
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portion B1 of the display panel 100. The second protection
f1lm 420 may be located on or to overlap the second area A2
and the third bending portion B3 of the display panel 100.
The display panel 100 includes or 1s formed of a flexible
material, and has a substantially thin thickness. In an exem-
plary embodiment, the first protection film 410 may be
attached to the first area Al and the first bending portion B1
of the display panel 100 to maintain a shape of the first area
Al and the second bending portion B1 of the display panel
100. In an exemplary embodiment, the second protection
f1lm 420 may be attached to the second area A2 and the third
bending portion B3 of the display panel 100 to maintain a
shape of the second area A2 and the third bending portion B3
of the display panel 100. The first protection film 410 and the
second protection film 420 may include or be formed of a
polymer such as polyethylene terephthalate, polyethylene
naphthalate, polyimide, polyethylene sulfide, or the like, but
not being limited thereto. Each of the first protection film
410 and the second protection film 420 may have a thickness
in a range of about 50 um and about 150 um, but not being
limited thereto.

In an exemplary embodiment, although not 1llustrated, an
adhesive layer may be further provided between the first
protection film 410 and the first area Al of the display panel,
and between the first protection film 410 and the first
bending portion B1 of the display panel 100, to improve
adherence between the first protection film 410 and the
display panel 100. In an exemplary embodiment, an adhe-
sive layer may be further provided between the second
protection film 420 and the second area A2 of the display
panel 100 and between the second protection film 420 and
the third bending portion B3 of the display panel 100 to
improve adherence between the second protection film 420
and the display panel 100.

In an exemplary embodiment, since the radius of curva-
ture of the second bending portion B2 of the display panel
100 1s less than those of the first and third bending portions
B1 and B3, the first protection film 410 and the second
protection film 420 may not be disposed on the second
bending portion B2 of the display panel 100 such that the
second bending portion B2 may be effectively or smoothly
bent. In such an embodiment, a bending portion protection
f1lm 470 may be provided on the second bending portion B2
of the display panel 100 to protect the second bending
portion B2 of the display panel 100. In an exemplary
embodiment, although not 1llustrated, an adhesive layer may
be further provided between the second bending portion B2
of the display panel 100 and the bending portion protection
film 470 to improve adherence between the second bending
portion B2 and the bending portion protection film 470.

In an exemplary embodiment, the bending portion pro-
tection film 470 may be further located not only on the
second bending portion B2 of the display panel 100 but also
on the first bending portion B1 and the third bending portion
B3. The bending portion protection film 470 and the first
protection {1lm 410 may overlap each other. In an exemplary
embodiment, the bending portion protection film 470 and
the second protection film 420 may overlap each other. In
such an embodiment, the bending portion protection film
4’70 and the first protection film 410 are located on different
sides of the display panel 100. In such an embodiment, the
bending portion protection film 470 and the second protec-
tion film 420 are located on diflerent sides of the display
panel 100. In one exemplary embodiment, for example,
when the display panel 100 1s 1n an unbent state or a flat state
as shown i FIG. 2, the first protection film 410 and the
second protection film 420 may be located on a lower
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surface of the display panel 100. In such an embodiment, as
shown 1n FIG. 2, the bending portion protection film 470
may be located on an upper surface of the display panel 100.
While the display panel 100 1s 1n a bent state, as shown 1n
FIG. 4, the first protection film 410 and the second protec-
tion film 420 may be located 1n an iner side of the display
panel 100. The first area Al and the second area A2 overlap
cach other 1n a state where the display panel 100 1s bent. In
such an embodiment, the first protection film 410 and the
second protection film 420 overlap each other when the
display panel 100 1s 1n the bent state. In such an embodi-
ment, the bending portion protection film 470 1s located on
an outer side of the display panel 100 when the display panel
100 1s 1n the bent state.

In an exemplary embodiment, a support member 430 may
be further provided on one surface of the display panel 100.
The support member 430 may be disposed on or to overlap
the first area Al and the first bending portion B1 of the
display panel 100. The first protection film 410 may be
disposed between the first area Al of the display panel 100
and the support member 430, and between the first bending
portion B1 of the display panel 100 and the support member
430. In such an embodiment, the first area Al of the display
panel 100, the first protection film 410, and the support
member 430 may overlap each other. In such an embodi-
ment, the first bending portion B1 of the display panel 100,
the first protection film 410, and the support member 430
may overlap each other. The support member 430 serves to
maintain the display panel 100 at a predetermined shape,
together with the first protection film 410.

When the display panel 100 i1s 1in the bent state, the
support member 430 1s disposed between the {irst protection
{1lm 410 and the second protection film 420. In an exemplary
embodiment, although 1t 1s not 1llustrated, an adhesive layer
may be further provided between the support member 430
and the first protection film 410 to improve adherence
between the support member 430 and the first protection
film 410.

A spacer 500 may be further located on one surface of the
display panel 100. The spacer 500 may be located on an edge
of the first area Al and the first bending portion B1 of the
display panel 100. When the display panel 100 1s 1n the bent
state, the spacer 500 overlaps the first area Al and the second
arca A2 of the display panel 100. In an exemplary embodi-
ment, the spacer 500 1s disposed between the first area Al
and the second area A2 of the display panel 100 when the
display panel 100 1s 1n the bent state, and may serve to
maintain a constant gap between the first areca A1 and the
second area A2. In such an embodiment, the second protec-
tion film 420 may be disposed between the spacer 500 and
the second area A2 of the display panel 100. In such an
embodiment, the spacer 300 overlaps the first bending
portion B1 and the third bending portion B3 of the display
panel 100. In such an embodiment, the spacer 500 1s
disposed between the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3 of the display panel 100 to maintain a
constant gap between the first bending portion B1 and the
third bending portion of the display panel 100. The second
protection film 420 may be disposed between the spacer 500
and the third bending portion B3 of the display panel 100.
In an exemplary embodiment, as shown 1n FIG. 5, the spacer
500 may not be located on the second bending portion B2.
In such an embodiment, the spacer 300 may not be located
on a portion of the first bending portion B1, adjacent to the
second bending portion B2.

Since the spacer 500 serves to maintain a constant gap
between the first area Al and the second area A2 while the
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display panel 100 1s 1n a bent state, a planar shape of the
spacer 500 may be determined based on a planar shape of a
portion where the first areca A1 and the second area A2
overlap each other. In such an embodiment, since the spacer
500 serves to maintain a constant gap between the first area
Al and the third area A3 while the display panel 100 1s in
a bent state, a planar shape of the spacer 500 may be
determined based on a planar shape of a portion where the
first area A1 and the third area A3 overlap each other. In one
exemplary embodiment, for example, a planar shape of the
spacer 500 may be substantially similar to or substantially
the same as those of the second and third areas A2 and S3.

In an exemplary embodiment, an opening 510 may be
defined 1n the spacer 500. The opeming 510 may be located
at a boundary between the first area Al and the first bending
portion B1. When the display panel 100 1s in the bent state,
a boundary between the first area A1 and the first bending
portion B1 may substantially match a boundary between the
second area A2 and the third bending portion B3. Thus, the
opening 510 1s located at the boundary between the second
area A2 and the third bending portion B3. The opening 510
may be located not only at the boundary between the first
area Al and the first bonding portion B1 and the boundary
between the second area A2 and the third bending portion
B3, but also at the periphery thereof. The boundary between
the first area Al and the first bonding portion B1 and the
boundary between the second area A2 and the third bending
portion B3 are portions where a bending process of the
display panel 100 1s performed, and the bending process
may be easily performed by forming the opening 510 1n the
corresponding area first arca Al. A planar shape of the
opening 510 may be a bar shape. However, this 1s merely
exemplary, and the planar shape of the opening 510 may be
variously modified.

In an exemplary embodiment, an optical layer 460 may be
turther located on one surface of the display panel 100. The
optical layer 460 may be disposed between the display panel
100 and the cover window 490. In such an embodiment, the
adhesive layer 480 may be disposed between the optical
layer 460 and the cover window 490. The optical layer 460
may overlap the first area Al and the first bending portion
B1 of the display panel 100. While the display panel 100 1s
in the bending state, the optical layer 460 may overlap the
first area Al, the second area A2, the first bending portion
B1, and the third bending portion B3 of the display panel
100. The optical layer 460 may be embedded in the display
or 100. The optical layer 460 may include a phase delay
layer, a polarizer layer, and the like. The optical layer 460
may have a single layer structure or a multi-layer structure
in which a plurality of layers are stacked one on another.

Next, a display device according to an alternative exem-
plary embodiment will be described.

An exemplary embodiment of a display device shown 1n
FIG. 7 1s substantially the same as the exemplary embodi-
ments of the display device described above with reference
to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4 except that a cover window 490 covers
up to a second bending portion B2. The same or like
clements shown 1n FIG. 7 have been labeled with the same
reference characters as used above to describe the exemplary
embodiments of the display device shown in FIG. 1 to FIG.
4, and any repetitive detailed description thereof will here-
inafter be omitted or simplified.

FIG. 7 1s a cross-sectional view of a display device
according to an alternative exemplary embodiment. FIG. 7
shows an exemplary embodiment of a display panel 1s 1n a
bent state.
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In an exemplary embodiment, as shown m FIG. 7, a
display device includes a display panel 100 including a first
area Al, a second area A2, and a bending portion BA, and
a cover window 490 disposed on the display panel 100. The
bending portion BA includes a first bending portion Bl, a
second bending portion B2, and a third bending portion B3,
cach bent with a predetermined radius of curvature.

In an exemplary embodiment, as shown in FIG. 4, the
cover window 490 overlaps the first area A1 and the second
area A2 of the display panel 100, and overlaps the first
bending portion B1 and the third bending portion B3. In
such an embodiment, the cover window 490 does not
overlap at least a part of the second bending portion B2 of
the display panel 100. In an alternative exemplary embodi-
ment, as shown 1n FIG. 7, the cover window 490 overlaps
the first area Al and the second area A2 of the display panel
100, and overlaps the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3. In such an embodiment, the cover
window 490 may also overlap the second bending portion
B2 of the display panel 100. In such an embodiment, the
cover window 490 may cover not only the first area Al, the
second area A2, the first bending portion B1, and the tthd
bending portion B3 of the display panel 100, but also up to
the second bending portion B2. The cover window 490 may
cover the entire second bending portion B2. In such an
embodiment, the cover window 490 may cover a space that
1s located at a lower side of the second bending portion B2.
A shortest distance d2 from the tangent line of the second
bending portion B2 that 1s parallel to the first area Al of the
display panel 100 to the cover window 490 may be greater
than or equal to about zero (0) mm and less than or equal to
about 1.0 mm, but not being limited thereto.

Next, a display device according to another alternative
exemplary embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 8.

An exemplary embodiment of a display device shown 1n
FIG. 8 1s substantially the same as the exemplary embodi-
ments of the display device described above with reference
to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, except that a distance between a first
bending portion B1 and a third bending portion B3 of a
display panel 100 1s irregular. The same or like elements
shown 1n FIG. 8 have been labeled with the same reference
characters as used above to describe the exemplary embodi-
ments of the display device shown n FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, and
any repetitive detailed description thereof will heremafter be
omitted or simplified.

FIG. 8 1s a cross-sectional view of the display device
according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.
FIG. 8 shows an exemplary embodiment of the display
device 1n a bent state.

In an exemplar embodiment, a display device includes a
display panel 100 including a first area Al, a second area A2,
and a bending portion BA, and a cover window 490 located
on the display panel 100. The bending portion BA includes
a first bending portion B1, a second bending portion B2, and
a third bending portion B3, each bent with a predetermined
radius of curvature.

In an exemplary embodiment, as shown i FIG. 4, a
distance between the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3 of the display panel 100 may be sub-
stantially constant. In an alternative exemplary embodiment,
as shown in FIG. 8, a distance between the first bending
portion B1 and the third bending portion B3 of the display
panel 100 1s at least partially irregular. A distance between
the first bending portion B1 and the third bending portion B3
may be constant in a portion that 1s adjacent to the first area
Al and the second area A2 of the display panel 100. A
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distance between the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3 may not be constant 1n a portion that 1s
adjacent to the second bending portion B2 of the display
panel 100. In such an embodiment, a distance between the
first bending portion B1 and the third bending portion B3 1n
the portion adjacent to the second bending portion B2 of the
display panel 100 may be gradually reduced as going closer
to the second bending portion B2. In such an embodiment,
a constant distance between the first bending portion B1 and
the third bending portion B3 1s maintaimned, and then the
distance may be gradually reduced as going closer to the
second bending portion B2 from the portion adjacent to the
second bending portion B2.

In such an embodiment, the radius of curvature of the
second bending portion B2 1s similar to or substantially the
same as half a shortest distance between the first bending
portion B1 and the third bending portion B3. In such an
embodiment, the radius of curvature of the second bending
portion B2 1s similar to or substantially the same as half the
distance between the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3 at a location adjacent to the second
bending portion B2.

Next, a display device according to another alternative
exemplary embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 9.

An exemplary embodiment of a display device shown 1n
FIG. 9 1s substantially the same as the exemplary embodi-
ments of the display device described above with reference
to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4 except that a distance between a first
bending portion B1 and a third bending portion B3 of a
display panel 100 1s irregular. The same or like elements
shown 1n FIG. 9 have been labeled with the same reference
characters as used above to describe the exemplary embodi-
ments of the display device shown 1n FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, and
any repetitive detailed description thereof will hereinatiter be
omitted or simplified.

FIG. 9 1s a cross-sectional view of the display device
according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.
FIG. 9 shows an exemplary embodiment of the display
device 1n a bent state.

In an exemplary embodiment, a display device includes a
display panel 100 including a first area A1, a second area A2,
and a bending portion BA, and a cover window 490 located
on the display panel 100. The bending portion BA includes
a first bending portion B1, a second bending portion B2, and
a third bending portion B3, each bent with a predetermined
radius of curvature.

In an exemplary embodiment, as shown i FIG. 4, a
distance between the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3 of the display panel 100 may be sub-
stantially constant. In an alternative exemplary embodiment,
a distance between the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3 of the display panel 100 1s at least
partially irregular. A distance between the first bending
portion B1 and the third bending portion B3 may be constant
in a portion that 1s adjacent to the first area Al and the
second area A2 of the display panel 100. A distance between
the first bending portion B1 and the third bending portion B3
may not be constant 1 a portion that 1s adjacent to the
second bending portion B2 of the display panel 100. In such
an embodiment, a distance between the first bending portion
B1 and the third bending portion B3 1n the portion adjacent
to the second bending portion B2 of the display panel 100
may be gradually increased as going closer to the second
bending portion B2. In such an embodiment, a constant
distance between the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3 1s maintained, and then the distance may
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be gradually increased as going closer to the second bending
portion B2 from the portion adjacent to the second bending
portion B2.

In such an embodiment, the radius of curvature of the
second bending portion B2 1s similar to or substantially the
same as hall a shortest distance between the first bending
portion B1 and the third bending portion B3. In such an
embodiment, the radius of curvature of the second bending
portion B2 1s similar to or substantially the same as half the
distance between the first bending portion B1 and the third
bending portion B3 at a location adjacent to the second
bending portion B2.

Next, a display device according to another alternative
exemplary embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 10 and FIG. 11.

An exemplary embodiment of a display shown 1n FIG. 10
and FIG. 11 1s substantially the same as the exemplary
embodiments of the display device described above with
reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, except for a planar shape of

an opening 310 of a spacer 500. The same or like elements
shown 1n FIG. 10 and FIG. 11 have been labeled with the

same reference characters as used above to describe the
exemplary embodiments of the display device shown 1n
FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, and any repetitive detailed description
thereol will hereinafter be omitted or simplified.

FIG. 10 1s a top plan view of a display device according
to another alternative exemplary embodiment. FIG. 11 1s a
cross-sectional view, taken along line XI-XI of the display
device of FIG. 10, when the display device in a bent state.

In an exemplary embodiment, a display device includes a
display panel 100 including a first arca Al, a second arca A2,
and a bending portion BA, and a cover window 490 located
on the display panel 100. The bending portion BA 1ncludes
a first bending portion B1, a second bending portion B2, and
a third bending portion B3, each bent with a predetermined
radius of curvature.

In an exemplary embodiment, a spacer 300 may be further
located on one surface of the display panel 100. The spacer
500 may be located on an edge of the first area Al and the
first bending portion B1 of the display panel 100. While the
display panel 100 1s 1n a bent state, the spacer 500 may be
disposed between the first area A1 and the second area A2
of the display panel 100 and between the first bending
portion B1 and the third bending portion B3 of the display
panel 100.

In such an embodiment, an opening 510 1s defined 1n the
spacer 300. The opeming 5310 may be located at a boundary
between the first area Al and the first bending portion Bl
and the periphery thereof. When the display panel 100 1s 1n
the bent state, a boundary between the first areca A1 and the
first bending portion B1 may substantially match a boundary
between the second area A2 and the third bending portion
B3. Thus, the opening 310 1s located at the boundary
between the second area A2 and the third bending portion
B3. A planar shape of the opening 510 may have a horizontal
stripe shape. In an exemplary embodiment, as shown 1n FIG.
10 and FIG. 11, the opening 510 may have two horizontal
stripe shapes spaced apart from each other. However, this 1s
merely exemplary, and the shape of the opening 510 may be
vartously modified. In one exemplary embodiment, for
example, the opening 510 may have three or more horizontal
stripe shapes.

Next, a display device according to another alternative
exemplary embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 12.

An exemplary embodiment of a display device shown 1n
FIG. 12 1s substantially the same as the exemplary embodi-
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ments of the display device described above with reference
to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4 except of a planar shape of an opening
510 of a spacer 500. The same or like elements shown 1n
FIG. 12 have been labeled with the same reference charac-
ters as used above to describe the exemplary embodiments
of the display device shown 1 FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, and any
repetitive detailed description thereof will heremaiter be
omitted or simplified

FIG. 12 1s a cross-sectional view of a display device
according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.
FIG. 12 shows an exemplary embodiment of the display
device 1n an unbent state.

in an exemplary embodiment, a display device includes a
display panel 100 including a first area A1, a second area A2,
and a bending portion BA, and a cover window 490 disposed
on the display panel 100. The bending portion BA includes
a first bending portion B1, a second bending portion B2, and
a third bending portion B3, each bent with a predetermined
radius of curvature.

A spacer 500 may be further located on one surface of the
display panel 100. In such an embodiment, openings 510
may be defined in the spacer 500. The openings 510 of the
spacer 500 may be located at a boundary between the first
area Al and the first bending portion B1 and the periphery
thereol. A planar shape of each opening 510 may have a
vertical stripe shape. In an exemplary embodiment, as
shown 1 FIG. 12, a plurality of openings 510, each having
a vertical stripe shape, are arranged at regular intervals.
However, this 1s merely exemplary, and the shape of the
opening 510 may be variously modified. In one exemplary
embodiment, for example, the opening 510 may be 1n a
plurality of vertical stripe shapes having diflerent gaps or
intervals therebetween.

Next, a display device according to another alternative
exemplary embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 13.

An exemplary embodiment of a display device shown 1n
FIG. 13 1s substantially the same as the exemplary embodi-
ments of the display device described above with reference
to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, except for a planar shape of an opening,
510 of a spacer 500. The same or like elements shown 1n
FIG. 13 have been labeled with the same reference charac-
ters as used above to describe the exemplary embodiments
of the display device shown 1n FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, and any
repetitive detailed description thereof will herematfter be
omitted or simplified

FIG. 13 1s a cross-sectional view of a display device
according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.
FIG. 13 shows an exemplary embodiment of the display
device 1n an unbent state.

In an exemplary embodiment, a display device includes a
display panel 100 including a first area Al, a second area A2,
and a bending portion BA, and a cover window 490 located
on the display panel 100. The bending portion BA includes
a first bending portion B1, a second bending portion B2, and
a third bending portion B3, each bent with a predetermined
radius of curvature.

A spacer 500 may be further located on one surface of the
display panel 100. An opening 510 may be defined in the
spacer 300. The openming 510 may be located at a boundary
between the first area Al and the first bending portion Bl
and the periphery thereof. The planar shape of the opening
510 of the spacer 500 may be 1n a lattice pattern in which
horizontal and vertical stripes intersect. In an exemplary
embodiment, as shown in FIG. 13, the opening 510 may
have a shape 1n which one horizontal stripe and a plurality
of vertical stripes intersect. However, this 1s merely exem-
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plary, and the shape of the opening 510 may be variously
modified. In one exemplary embodiment, for example, the
opening 310 may have a shape i which a plurality of
horizontal stripes and a plurality of vertical strips intersect.
Alternatively, the opening 510 may have a shape in which
horizontal stripes and vertical stripes intersect obliquely.

Next, a display device according to another alternative
exemplary embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 14.

An exemplary embodiment of a display device shown 1n
FIG. 14 1s substantially the same as the exemplary embodi-
ments of the display device described above with reference
to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4 except for a planar shape of an opening
510 of a spacer 500. The same or like elements shown 1n
FIG. 14 have been labeled with the same reference charac-
ters as used above to describe the exemplary embodiments
of the display device shown 1 FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, and any
repetitive detailed description thereof will heremaiter be
omitted or simplified

FIG. 14 1s a cross-sectional view ol a display device
according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.
FIG. 14 shows an exemplary embodiment of the display
device 1n an unbent state.

In an exemplary embodiment, a display device includes a
display panel 100 including a first area Al, a second area A2,
and a bending portion BA, and a cover window 490 disposed
on the display panel 100. The bending portion BA includes
a first bending portion B1, a second bending portion B2, and
a third bending portion B3, each bent with a predetermined
radius of curvature.

A spacer 500 may be further located on one surface of the
display panel 100. Openings 510 may be defined 1n the
spacer 500. The opemings 510 of the spacer 500 may be
located at a boundary between the first area Al and the first
bending portion B1 and the perniphery thereof. A planar
shape of the opening 510 of the spacer 300 may have a dot
shape. In an exemplary embodiment, as shown 1n FIG. 14,
a plurality of dot patterns are arranged at regular intervals.
However, this 1s merely exemplary, and the shape of the
opening 510 may be variously modified. In one exemplary
embodiment, for example, the opening 510 may be 1n a
plurality of dot patterns that are arranged at diflerent gaps or
intervals. Alternatively, the opening 510 may be in a plu-
rality of dot patterns, each having a different size.

Next, a display device according to another alternative
exemplary embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 15.

An exemplary embodiment of a display device shown 1n
FIG. 15 1s substantially the same as the exemplary embodi-
ments of the display device described above with reference
to FI1G. 1 to FIG. 4, except for a spacer 5300. The same or like
clements shown in FIG. 15 have been labeled with the same
reference characters as used above to describe the exemplary
embodiments of the display device shown 1n FIG. 1 to FIG.
4, and any repetitive detailed description thereotf will here-
inafter be omitted or simplified

FIG. 15 1s a cross-sectional view of a display device
according to another alternative exemplary embodiment.
FIG. 15 shows an exemplary embodiment of the display
device 1n a bent state.

In an exemplary embodiment, a display device includes a
display panel 100 including a first areca Al, a second arca A2,
and a bending portion BA, and a cover window 490 located
on the display panel 100. The bending portion BA includes
a first bending portion B1, a second bending portion B2, and
a third bending portion B3, each bent with a predetermined
radius of curvature.
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In an exemplary embodiment, a spacer 300 may be further
located on one surface of the display panel 100. When the
display panel 100 1s 1n the bent state, the spacer 500 may be
disposed between the first areca A1 and the second area A2
of the display panel 100, and may be disposed between the
first bending portion B1 and the third bending portion B3 of
the display panel 100. In such an embodiment, the spacer
500 may be further located 1n a space S2 surrounded by the
second bending portion B2 of the display panel 100. In an
exemplary embodiment, as shown 1n FIG. 4, the spacer 500
1s not located on the second bending portion B2. In an
alternative exemplary embodiment, as shown 1n FIG. 15, the
spacer 500 1s also disposed on the second bending portion
B2. In such an embodiment, the spacer 300 extends further
than i the exemplary embodiment shown 1n FIG. 4.

The mvention should not be construed as being limited to
the exemplary embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these
exemplary embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough and complete and will fully convey the
concept of the invention to those skilled in the art.

While the invention has been particularly shown and
described with reference to exemplary embodiments thereof,
it will be understood by those of ordinary skill 1n the art that
various changes 1 form and details may be made therein

without departing from the spirit or scope of the invention as
defined by the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A display device comprising:

a display panel including a first area, a second area, and
a bending portion between the first area and the second
area; and

a cover window disposed on the display panel,

wherein

the first area of the display panel 1s disposed between the
cover window and the second area of the display panel
when the display panel 1s 1n a bent state,

the bending portion comprises:

a first bending portion extending to the first area,

a second bending portion extending to the first bending
portion, and

a third bending portion that links between the second
bending portion and the second area,

the first bending portion 1s disposed between the cover
window and the third bending portion when the display
panel 1s 1n the bent state,

a radius of curvature of the second bending portion 1s less
than a radius of curvature of the first bending portion,
and

the radius of curvature of the second bending portion 1s
less than a radius of curvature of the third bending
portion, and

wherein the display panel further comprises a spacer
disposed between the first area and the second area and
between the first bending portion and the third bending
portion when the display panel 1s in the bent state,

wherein an opening, which 1s located at a boundary
between the first area and the first bending portion, 1s
defined in the spacer.

2. The display device of claim 1, wherein the radius of
curvature of the first bending portion is less than a radius of
curvature ol a portion of the cover window corresponding
thereto.

3. The display device of claim 2, wherein the radius of
curvature of the third bending portion 1s less than the radius
of curvature of the first bending portion.
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4. The display device of claim 3, wherein

the first bending portion comprises an outer surface which
faces the cover window and an imner surface which
faces the third bending portion, and

a radius of curvature of the inner surface 1s less than or
equal to a radius of curvature of the outer surface.

5. The display device of claim 1, wherein the radius of
curvature of the third bending portion 1s less than the radius
of curvature of the first bending portion.

6. The display device of claam 1, wherein the cover
window covers the first area and the first bending portion.

7. The display device of claim 6, wherein the cover
window does not cover at least a part of the second bending
portion.

8. The display device of claim 7, wherein a shortest
distance to the cover window from a tangent line of the
second bending portion which 1s parallel with the first area
1s greater than about 0.1 mm and less than about 1.0 mm.

9. The display device of claim 1, wheremn the cover
window covers the first area, the first bending portion and
the second bending portion.

10. The display device of claim 9, wherein a shortest
distance to the cover window from a tangent line of the
second bending portion which 1s parallel with the first area
1s greater than about zero mm and less than about 1.0 mm.

11. The display device of claim 1, wherein a distance
between the first bending portion and the third bending
portion 1s substantially constant.

12. The display device of claim 1, wherein a distance
between the first bending portion and the third bending
portion 1s gradually decreased or gradually increased as
going closer to the second bending portion at a portion
adjacent to the second bending portion.

13. The display device of claim 1, wherein a planar shape
of the opening includes at least one shape selected from a bar
shape, a horizontal stripe pattern, a vertical stripe pattern, a
lattice pattern, and a dot pattern.

14. The display device of claim 1, wherein the spacer 1s
turther located 1n a region surrounded by the second bending
portion.

15. The display device of claim 1, further comprising:

a support member disposed between the first area and the
second area of the display panel and between the first
bending portion and the third bending portion when the
display panel 1s 1n the bent state,

wherein the spacer 1s located between the support member
and the second area of the display panel and between
the support member and the third bending portion.

16. The display device of claim 13, further comprising:

a first protection film disposed between the support mem-
ber and the first area of the display panel and between
the support member and the first bending portion; and

a second protection film disposed between the support
member and the second area of the display panel and
between the support member and the third bending
portion.

17. The display device of claim 16, wherein the second
protection film 1s disposed between the spacer and the
second area of the display panel and between the spacer and
the third bending portion.

18. The display device of claim 1, further comprising:

a driving circuit chip disposed on the second area of the

display panel.

19. A display panel comprising:

a first area and a second area which at least partially
overlap each other 1n a bent state;

a first bending portion extending from the first area;




US 11,357,118 B2

21

a second bending portion extending from the first bending,
portion;

a third bending portion between the second bending
portion and the second area; and

a spacer disposed between the first area and the second
area and between the first bending portion and the third
bending portion when the display panel 1s in the bent
state,

wherein

a radius of curvature of the second bending portion 1s less
than a radius of curvature of the first bending portion,
and

the radius of curvature of the second bending portion 1s
less than a radius of curvature of the third bending
portion, and

wherein an opening, which 1s located at a boundary
between the first area and the first bending portion, 1s
defined in the spacer.

20. The display panel of claim 19, wherein the radius of

curvature of the third bending portion 1s less than the radius
of curvature of the first bending portion.

21. The display panel of claim 20, wherein

the first bending portion comprises an inner surface which
faces the third bending portion and an outer surface
opposite to the mner surface, and

a radius of curvature of the mner surface 1s less than or
equal to a radius of curvature of the outer surface.
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22. A display device comprising:

a display panel including a first area, a second area, and
a bending portion between the first area and the second
area; and

a cover window disposed on the display panel,

wherein

the first area of the display panel 1s disposed between the
cover window and the second area of the display panel
when the display panel 1s 1n a bent state,

the bending portion comprises:

a first bending portion extending to the first area,

a second bending portion extending to the first bending
portion, and

a third bending portion that links between the second
bending portion and the second area,

the first bending portion 1s disposed between the cover
window and the third bending portion when the display
panel 1s in the bent state,

a radius of curvature of the second bending portion 1s less
than a radius of curvature of the first bending portion,
and

the radius of curvature of the second bending portion is
less than a radius of curvature of the third bending
portion,

wherein the cover window covers the first area, the first
bending portion and the second bending portion.
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