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FIG. 2
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FIG. 5
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FIG. 8
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FIG. 9
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FIG. 13
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MEMORY DEVICE FOR REDUCING
RESOURCES USED FOR TRAINING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS D

This application claims priority under § 119 to a Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2020-0052587 filed on Apr. 29,

2020, and a Korean Patent Application No. 10-2020-
0091254 filed on Jul. 22, 2020, in the Korean Intellectual 1°©
Property Office, the disclosures of each of which are incor-
porated herein 1n their entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND
15

Example embodiments relate to a semiconductor device,
and more particularly, to a memory device for reducing
resources used for training.

Electronic devices such as smartphones, graphics accel-
erators, and/or artificial intelligence (Al) accelerators pro- 20
cess data using memory devices such as Dynamic Random
Access Memory (DRAM). As the amount of data to be
processed by the electronic devices increases, a memory
device having high capacity and high bandwidth 1s required.

In particular, 1n order to process data at high speed, the use 25
of memory devices that provide wide mput/output of a
multi-channel interface method such as High Bandwidth
Memory (HBM) has increased.

The memory device may exchange data with an external
device (e.g., a host device or a memory controller) through 30
a plurality of data pins to provide high bandwidth. As the
number of data pins of the memory device increases, the
external device can process data at a high speed. However,
when training 1s performed for each pin, the traiming may
take a long time and resources used for training may increase 35
as the number of data pins increases.

SUMMARY

Example embodiments may provide a memory device 40
capable of performing training for a plurality of data pins by
cach group to reduce training resources for the plurality of
data pins.

According to some example embodiments, a memory
device includes first power pins 1n a first power area and 45
configured to receive a first power voltage, data pins con-
figured to transmit or receive data signals, the data pins 1n a
first region and a second region, the first region and the
second region each including a portion of the first power
area, control pins configured to transmit or receive control 50
signals, the control pins in the first region and the second
region, second power pins 1n a second power area between
the first region and the second region, the second power pins
configured to receive a second power voltage diflerent from
the first power voltage, and ground pins 1n the second power 55
area and configured to receive a ground voltage, The data
pins and the control pins are divided into a plurality of pin
groups, and a training value corresponding to each of the
plurality of pin groups 1s based on training with regard to at
least one pin from among pins of each of the plurality of pin 60
groups.

According to some example embodiments, a memory
device includes a first pin group including a first data pin
configured to transmit or recerve a first data signal and a first
control pin configured to transmit or receive a first control 65
signal, a second pin group including a second data pin
configured to transmit or receive a second data signal and a

2

second control pin configured to transmit or recerve a second
control signal, a third control pin configured to receive a
write data strobe signal, first power pins configured to
receive a lirst power voltage, second power pins configured
to receive a second power voltage different from the first
power voltage, ground pins configured to receive a ground
voltage, and a write data strobe tree circuitry configured to
transmit a first internal write data strobe signal with a first
toggle timing to a first circuit block corresponding to the first
pin group and to transmit a second 1nternal write data strobe
signal with a second toggle timing to a second circuit block
corresponding to the second pin group, based on the write
data strobe signal. The first power pins are located 1n a first
power area positioned in each of a first region 1n which the
first pin group 1s located and a second region in which the
second pin group 1s located. The second power pins are
located 1n a second power area positioned between the first
region and the second region. The ground pins being located
in the second power area. The first toggle timing 1s different
from the second toggle timing.

According to some example embodiments, a memory
device 1includes a write data strobe pin configured to receive
a write data strobe signal, a first group of pins configured to
receive first data signals sampled based on the write data
strobe signal, and a second group of pins configured to
receive second data signals sampled based on the write data
strobe signal. A first training value corresponding to the first
group ol pins 1s based on training with respect to a first pin
from among the first pin groups, and a second training value
corresponding to the second group of pins 1s based on
training with respect to a second pin of the second group of
pins.

According to some example embodiments, a memory
system 1ncludes a memory device configured to receive a
write data strobe signal through a write data strobe pin, to
receive first data signals through pins of a first pin group
corresponding to the write data strobe pin, and to receive
second data signals through pins of a second pin group
corresponding to the write data strobe pin, and a memory
controller configured to transmit the first data signals to the
memory device based on a first transmission timing deter-
mined through training with respect to one pin of the first pin
group and to transmit the second data signals to the memory
device based on a second transmission timing determined
through training with respect to one pin of the second pin
group while transmitting the toggling write data strobe
signal to the memory device.

According to some example embodiments, a memory
system 1ncludes a memory device configured to receive a
write data strobe signal through a write data strobe pin, to
transmit first data signals through a first pin group corre-
sponding to the write data strobe pin, and to transmit second
data signals through a second pin group corresponding to the
write data strobe pin, and a memory controller configured to
transmit the toggling write data strobe signal to the memory
device, to sample the first data signals received from the
memory device based on a first receiving timing determined
through traiming with respect to one pin of the first pin group,
and to sample the second data signals received from the
memory device based on a second receiving timing deter-
mined through training with respect to one pin of the second
pin group.

According to some example embodiments, a memory
system 1ncludes an interposer substrate, a system-on-chip
stacked on the interposer substrate and including at least one
processor, and a memory device stacked on the interposer
substrate and including (a) a bufler die configured to com-
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municate first signals with the system-on-chip through a first
bump group and to communicate second signals with the
system-on-chip through a second bump group and (b) a
plurality of core dies stacked on the bufler die through a
silicon through electrode and each including memory cells.
The system-on-chip i1s configured to communicate the first
signals with the bufler die based on a first training result
determined through training on a first bump of the first bump
group, and to communicate the second signals with the
bufler die based on a second training result determined
through training with respect to a second bump of the second
bump group.

According to some example embodiments, a Dynamic
Random Access Memory (DRAM) device includes a clock
terminal configured to receive a clock signal, a data clock
terminal configured to receive a data clock signal, and an
m-number of unit blocks coupled to the data clock signal,
cach of the m-number of unit blocks on a monolithic silicon
substrate and 1n a shifted and/or mirrored relationship with
other unit blocks, and each unit block imncluding n-number of
data terminals configured to respectively receive n-number
of data signals, m and n are integers greater than or equal to
three. Each of the m-number of unit blocks 1s configured to
perform a data bus training affecting a timing window
between the data clock signal and a representative data
signal, and the representative data signal 1s a representative
one out of the n number of data signals in the unit block 1n
which the data bus training 1s performed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Some example embodiments of inventive concepts will be
more clearly understood from the following detailed
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating a memory system
according to an example embodiment;

FI1G. 2 1s a flowchart 1llustrating an example operation of
the memory system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a diagram illustrating an example of a read
training operation and a write training operation of the
memory system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 1s a block diagram of the memory device of FIG.
3 according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 5 1s a flowchart 1illustrating an example of a read
training operation of the memory controller of FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart illustrating an example of a write
training operation of the memory controller of FIG. 3;

FIG. 7 1s a block diagram schematically illustrating the
memory system of FIG. 3 according to an example embodi-
ment;

FIG. 8 1s a timing diagram 1illustrating an example in
which the memory device of FIG. 7 samples data signals;

FIG. 9 1s a diagram 1illustrating an example configuration
of the memory device of FIG. 7;

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram schematically illustrating the
memory system of FIG. 3 according to an example embodi-
ment;

FIG. 11 1s a timing diagram illustrating an example in
which the memory device of FIG. 10 transmits data signals;

FI1G. 12 1s a diagram 1illustrating an example configuration
of the memory device of FIG. 10;

FIG. 13 1s a block diagram showing a stacked memory
device according to an example embodiment;

FI1G. 14 1s a block diagram showing an example embodi-

ment of the buffer die of FIG. 13;
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FIG. 15 shows an example pin map of pins included in the
stacked memory device of FIG. 13;

FIG. 16 shows an example configuration of a WDQS tree
corresponding to the pin map of FIG. 15;

FIG. 17 1s a diagram 1llustrating a semiconductor package
according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 18 1s a diagram 1llustrating a semiconductor package
according to an example embodiment; and

FIG. 19 1s a block diagram illustrating a computing
system according to an example embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
EMBODIMENTS

L1l

In the following, example embodiments illustrating the
inventive concepts will be described 1n detail so that those
skilled 1n the art easily carry out the inventive concepts.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating a memory system
according to an example embodiment. Referring to FIG. 1,
a memory system 10 may include a memory controller 100
and a memory device 200. The memory controller 100 may
control the overall operation of the memory device 200. For
example, the memory controller 100 may control the
memory device 200 such that data 1s output from the
memory device 200 and/or data 1s stored in the memory
device 200. The memory controller 100 may be i1mple-
mented as part of a system-on-chip (SoC), but example
embodiments are not limited thereto.

The memory controller 100 may include a host interface
circuit 110, a training controller 120, and a register 130. The
host 1nterface circuit 110 may generate a clock signal CK
and transmit the clock signal CK to the memory device 200.
The clock signal CK may be a signal that periodically
toggles between a high level and a low level. The host
interface circuit 110 may transmit command/address signals
CA including a command CMD and/or an address ADD to
the memory device 200 based on the toggle timing of the
clock signal CK. The command/address signals CA may be
transmitted to the memory device 200 through a plurality of
signal lines.

The host interface circuit 110 may also generate a write
data strobe signal WDQS and transmit the write data strobe
signal WDQS to the memory device 200. The write data
strobe signal WDQS may be or correspond to a signal that
periodically toggles between a high level and a low level
(See FIG. 8). The host mterface circuit 110 may transmit
data signals DQ including the data DATA to the memory
device 200 based on the toggle timing of the write data
strobe signal WDQS. The data signals DQ may be trans-
mitted to the memory device 200 through a plurality of
signal lines.

The host interface circuit 110 may receive a read data
strobe signal RDQS from the memory device 200. The read
data strobe signal RDQS may be or correspond to a signal
that periodically toggles between a high level and a low
level. The host mterface circuit 110 may receive the data
signals DQ from the memory device 200 and sample the data
signals D(Q) based on the toggle timing of the read data strobe
signal RDQS. Accordingly, the host interface circuit 110
may obtain data DATA from the data signals DQ.

The training controller 120 may control training opera-
tions for the memory device 200. The training controller 120
may determine a training value through training the memory
device 200. Specifically, the training controller 120 deter-
mining the training value represents the training controller
120 determining the transmission timing of each of the data
signals DQ transmitted from the host interface circuit 110,
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and determining the receiving timing of each of the data
signals DQ received by the host mterface circuit 110.
Accordingly, transmission timing information and receiving,
timing information on the data signals DQ may be gener-
ated. Here, the transmission timing corresponds to a timing 5
for the host interface circuit 110 to transmit the data signals
DQ including the data DATA to the memory device 200, and
the specific time (or timing) at which the data DATA 1s
transmitted to the memory device 200 may vary according,
to the transmission timing. The receiving timing corre- 10
sponds to a timing for the host interface circuit 110 to sample
the data signals DQ received from the memory device 200,
and the specific time (or timing) at which each of the data
signals DQ 1s sampled may vary according to the receiving
timing. 15

The training controller 120 may be implemented with
hardware including analog circuits and/or digital circuits,
and/or may be implemented with software including a
plurality of instructions executed by a central processing
unit (CPU) mside the memory controller 100. 20

The register 130 may store training values generated from
the tramning controller 120. For example, the register 130
may store transmission timing information and receiving
timing information generated through training.

In some example embodiments, after the training, the host 25
interface circuit 110 may transmit data signals D(Q) based on
the transmission timing information stored in the register
130, and may receirve data signals DQ based on the receiving
timing information stored in the register 130. The host
interface circuit 110 may adjust the transmission and recep- 30
tion time of the data signals DQ according to the transmis-
sion timing information and the receirving timing informa-
tion, respectively. For example, the host interface circuit 110
may delay the transmission time of each of the data signals
DQ according to the transmission timing information on the 35
data signals DQ. In this case, a time at which data DATA
included 1n the data signals DQ) 1s transmitted to the memory
device 200 may be delayed. The host interface circuit 110
may delay the reception time of the data signals D(Q accord-
ing to the receiving timing information. In this case, a time 40
at which the data DATA 1included 1n the data signals DQ 1s
obtained from the memory controller 100 may be delayed.

The memory device 200 may operate under the control of
the memory controller 100. For example, the memory device
200 may output stored data and/or may store data provided 45
from the memory controller 100 under the control of the
memory controller 100.

The memory device 200 may include a memory interface
circuit 210 and a memory bank 220. The memory nterface
circuit 210 may receive a clock signal CK from the memory 50
controller 100. The memory interface circuit 210 may
receive command/address signals CA from the memory
controller 100. The memory interface circuit 210 may
sample the command/address signals CA based on the toggle
timing (e.g., a rising edge and/or a falling edge) of the clock 55
signal CK. Accordingly, the memory interface circuit 210
may obtain a command CMD and/or an address ADD
included 1n the command/address signals CA.

FIG. 1 shows that the command CMD and the address
ADD are transmitted from the memory controller 100 to the 60
memory device 200 through the same channel (e.g., com-
mand/address signals CA) but the example embodiment 1s
not limited to this. For example, the command CMD and the
address ADD may be transmitted from the memory control-
ler 100 to the memory device 200 using diflerent channels. 65

The memory interface circuit 210 may receive a write

data strobe signal WDQS and data signals DQ from the
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memory controller 100. The memory interface circuit 210
may sample the data signals D(Q based on the toggle timing
(e.g., a rising edge and/or a falling edge) of the write data
strobe signal WDQS. Accordingly, the memory interface
circuit 210 may obtain data DATA from the data signals D(Q
based on the sampling.

The memory iterface circuit 210 may generate a read
data strobe signal RDQS and transmit the read data strobe
signal RDQS to the memory controller 100. The read data
strobe signal RDQS may correspond to a signal that peri-
odically toggles between a high level and a low level. In
some example embodiments, the memory interface circuit
210 may generate a read data strobe signal RDQS based on
the write data strobe signal WDQS received from the
memory controller 100. The memory interface circuit 210
may transmit data signals DQ to the memory controller 100
based on toggle timing of the write data strobe signal
WDQS. Accordingly, the data signals DQ may be aligned
with edge timing of the read data strobe signal RDQS and
transmitted to the memory controller 100. However,
example embodiments are not limited thereto, and the
memory interface circuit 210 may generate a read data
strobe signal RDQS based on the clock signal CK, and
transmit data signals DQ to the memory controller 100 based
on the read data strobe signal RDQS.

In some example embodiments, each of the write data
strobe signal WDQS and the read data strobe signal RDQS
may have a frequency which 1s two times greater than
(double of) the frequency of the clock signal CK. For
example, the frequency of the clock signal CK may be 1.6
GHz, and the frequency of each of the write data strobe
signal WDQS and the read data strobe signal RDQS may be
3.2 GHz. However, example embodiments are not limited
thereto, and the frequency of each of the write data strobe
signal WDQS and the read data strobe signal RDQS may be
N times (N 1s a natural number greater than or equal to two)
the frequency of the clock signal CK.

The memory interface circuit 210 may generate a control
signal 1ICTRL based on the command CMD and the address
ADD received from the memory controller 100 and may
provide the control signal 1ICTRL to the memory bank 220.
For example, the control signal 1ICTRL may include a row
address and a column address. However, the example
embodiments are not limited thereto.

The memory bank 220 may include a plurality of memory
cells connected to word lines and bit lines. For example,
cach of the plurality of memory cells may be or correspond
to a dynamic random access memory (DRAM) cell, e.g., a
one-transistor/one capacitor DRAM cell. In this case, the
host interface circuit 110 and the memory interface circuit

210 may communicate mput/output signals based on one of
standards such as Double Data Rate (DDR), Low Power

Double Data Rate (LPDDR), Graphics Double Data Rate
(GDDR), Wide 1/O, High Bandwidth Memory (HBM),
Hybrid Memory Cube (HMC), or the like. However,
example embodiments are not limited thereto, and each of
the plurality of memory cells may be various types of
memory cells such as a resistive RAM (RRAM) cell.

The memory bank 220 may write data DATA to memory
cells or read data DATA from memory cells 1n response to
the control signal iICTRL. Although not shown 1n FIG. 1, the
memory bank 220 may further include a row decoder, a
column decoder, and a sense amplifier for write and/or read
operations.

As described above, the memory controller 100 and the
memory device 200 may transmit and receirve data signals
DQ based on the transmission timing and the receiving
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timing determined through training. However, example
embodiments are not limited thereto. The training controller
120 may determine transmission timing and/or receiving
timing of various 1nput/output signals transmitted or
received based on the clock signal CK, the write data strobe
signal WDQS, and/or the read data strobe signal RDQS 1n
addition to the data signals DQ through training. For
example, the training controller 120 may determine trans-
mission timing and/or receiving timing of the command/
address signals CA and various control signals (e.g., data bus
inversion (DBI), data parity (DPAR), and the like) transmiut-
ted and/or received between the memory controller 100 and
the memory device 200. In the following, for convenience of
description, some example embodiments will be described
in detail based on the data signals DQ), but example embodi-
ments are not limited thereto, and example embodiments to
be described below may be applied to various 1mput/output
signals including the command/address signals CA.

FI1G. 2 1s a flowchart 1llustrating an example operation of
the memory system of FIG. 1. Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2,
in operation S11, the memory system 10 may perform
iitialization. When the memory system 10 1s powered-up,
the memory controller 100 and the memory device 200 may
perform 1mitialization according to a predetermined method.
During the initialization, for example, the memory controller
100 may provide a power voltage to the memory device 200,
perform various initial setting operations, and read neces-
sary information from the memory device 200.

In operation S12, the memory system 10 may perform a
read training operation. In order to optimize (or, improve)
the signal integrity or data-eye of the data DATA recerved
from the memory device 200 to the memory controller 100,
the memory controller 100 may determine receiving timing,
for the data signals DQ, and generate receiving timing
information.

In operation S13, the memory system 10 may perform a
write training operation. In order to optimize (or, improve)
the signal mtegrity or data-eye of data DATA transmitted to
the memory device 200 from the memory controller 100, the
memory controller 100 may determine transmission timing,
for the data signals DQ, and generate transmission timing
information.

After the mitialization and (read and write) training
operation of operations S11 to S13 described above are
performed, 1n operation S14, the memory system 10 may
perform a normal operation. For example, the memory
controller 100 may obtain the data DATA by sampling the
data signals DQ received from the memory device 200 based
on the receiving timing determined according to the read
training operation. The memory controller 100 may transmit
the data signals DQ to the memory device 200 based on the
transmission timing determined according to the write train-
ing operation.

In some example embodiments, before operation S12, the
memory system 10 may determine the transmission timing,
of the command/address signal CA by performing training
on the command/address signal CA. In some example
embodiments, before operation S12, the memory system 10
performs training on the write data strobe signal WDQS so
that the toggle timing of the clock signal CK and the toggle
timing of the write data strobe signal WDQS are aligned.

FIG. 3 1s a diagram illustrating an example of a read
training operation and a write training operation of the
memory system of FIG. 1. Referring to FIG. 3, the memory
device 200 may include a write data strobe pin W_P, a read
data strobe pin R_P, and data pmns D_P. The memory
controller 100 may transmit a write data strobe signal
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WDQS to the memory device 200 through a write data
strobe pin W_P, and receive a read data strobe signal RDQS
from the memory device 200 through a read data strobe pin
R_P. The memory controller 100 may transmit data signals
DQ to the memory device 200 through the data pins D_P

and/or may recerve data signals DQ from the memory device
200.

The data pins D_P of the memory device 200 may be
divided 1nto a first pin group PG1 and a second pin group
PG2. Each of the first pin group PG1 and the second pin
group PG2 may include at least two data pins (e.g., at least
or exactly eight data pins). For example, the first pin group
PG1 may include a first data pin D_P1 and a second data pin
D_P2, and the second pin group PG2 may include a third
data pin D_P3 and a fourth data pin D_P4. For example, the
first data pin D_P1 and the second data pin D_P2 may be
positioned adjacent to each other, and the third data pin
D_P3 and the fourth data pin D_P4 may be positioned to be
adjacent to each other. The memory controller 100 may
transmit the first to fourth data signals DQ1 to DQ4 to the
memory device 200 through the first to fourth data pins
D_P1 to D_P4, or recerve the first to fourth data signals DQ1
to DQ4 from the memory device 200.

The memory controller 100 may store group information
on pins of the memory device 200. For example, the memory
controller 100 may store information on data pins D _P
included 1n the first pin group PG1 and the second pin group
PG2. For example, group information on pins may be
predetermined by standards. For example, group informa-
tion on pins may be stored in the register 130 of FIG. 1.

The memory controller 100 may perform training for each
pin group. The memory controller 100 may determine a first
transmission timing TT1 corresponding to the first pin group
PG1 by performing a write training operation on the first pin
group PG1, and determine a second transmission timing TT2
corresponding to the second pin group PG2 by performing
a write training operation on the second pin group PG2. The
determined transmission timing 111 and TT2 may be stored
in the register 130 corresponding to the first pin group PGl
and the second pin group PG2, respectively. Transmission
timing of the data pins D_P included 1n one pin group may
be determined identically. For example, the transmission
timing of the first data pin D_P1 and the transmission timing
of the second data pin D_P2 may be determined by the same
value (e.g. the first transmission timing T11). The memory
controller 100 may determine a first receiving timing RT1
corresponding to the first pin group PG1 by performing a
read training operation on the first pin group PG1, and
determine a second receiving timing R12 corresponding to
the second pin group PG2 by performing a read traiming
operation on the second pin group PG2. The determined
receiving timing RT1 and RT2 may be stored 1n the register
130 corresponding to the first pin group PG1 and the second
pin group PG2, respectively. Receiving timing of the data
pins D_P included 1n one pin group may be determined
identically. For example, the receiving timing of the first
data pin D_P1 and the receiving timing of the second data
pin D_P2 may be determined by the same value (e.g. the first
receiving timing TT1). Accordingly, transmission timing
and recelving timing may be determined for each pin group.

According to some example embodiments, training for a
pin group may be performed by training for a specific pin
among pins of the pin group. The training value (e.g.
transmission timing or receiving timing) for the specific pin
may be used for the pin group. The training operation for a
specific pin of the memory device 200 refers to an operation
of determining an optimal transmission timing of a signal
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transmitted to a specific pin and/or refers to an operation of
determining an optimal recerving timing of a signal received
through a specific pin.

In the write operation after training, the memory control-
ler 100 may transmit the first data signal DQ1 and the second
data signal D(Q2 to the memory device 200 based on the first
transmission timing 111 and may transmit the third data
signal DQ3 and the fourth data signal D(Q4 to the memory
device 200 based on the second transmission timing TT12.
The memory device 200 may sample each of the first to
fourth data signals DQ1 to DQ4 based on the write data
strobe signal WDQS.

In a read operation after training, the memory device 200
may transmit the first to fourth data signals DQ1 to DQ4 to
the memory controller 100. The memory controller 100 may
sample the first data signal D(Q1 and the second data signal
DQ2 based on the first recerving timing R11 using the read
strobe signal RDQS, and may sample the third data signal
DQ3 and the fourth data signal DQ4 based on the second
receiving timing RT2.

FI1G. 3 illustrates that the data pins D_P are divided into
two pin groups PG1 and PG2, but example embodiments are
not limited thereto. For example, the data pins D_P may be
divided into three or more pin groups.

As described above, according to some example embodi-
ments of inventive concepts, training may be performed for
cach group of data pins D_P. In this case, the memory
controller 100 may store the transmission timing and rece1v-
ing timing for each group, without having to store the
transmission timing and receiving timing for each of the data
pins D_P. Therefore, when training 1s performed for each
group on the data pins D_P, the training speed may be
improved compared to when training i1s performed, e.g.
performed separately, for each pin for the data pins D_P,
and/or the capacity of the register 130 for storing the
transmission timing and the recerving timing may be
reduced. Accordingly, resources used for training may be
reduced.

FI1G. 4 1s an example block diagram of the memory device
of FIG. 3. Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the memory device
200 may include a first pin group PG1, a second pin group
PG2, and a write data strobe pin W_P, and may also include
a first circuit block 201 and a second circuit block 202. The
first circuit block 201 may receive the first data signals
DQ_1 through the first pin group PG1 and may receive the
write data strobe signal WDQS through the write data strobe
pin W_P. The second circuit block 202 may receive the
second data signals D(Q_2 through the second pin group PG2
and may recerve the write data strobe signal WDQS through
the write data strobe pin W_P. For example, the first circuit
block 201 and the second circuit block 202 may operate
based on one write data strobe signal WDQS.

The first circuit block 201 may sample the first data
signals D(Q_1 based on the write data strobe signal WDQS.
In this case, the first data signals DQ_1 may be transmitted
from the memory controller 100 based on one training value
(e.g., the first transmission timing TT1). The second circuit
block 202 may sample the second data signals DQ_2 based
on the write data strobe signal WDQS. In this case, the
second data signals DQ_2 may be transmitted from the
memory controller 100 based on one traiming value (e.g., the
second transmission timing TT12).

In some example embodiments, each of the first circuit
block 201 and the second circuit block 202 may include a
phase comparator. Each of the first circuit block 201 and the
second circuit block 202 may compare the phase of the write
data strobe signal WDQS and the data signal received

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

through the data pin through a phase comparator 1n a training
process for the data pin. For example, a phase comparison
result may be generated by sampling the data signal based on
the wnite data strobe signal WDQS through the phase
comparator. The memory controller 100 may determine a
training value for the data pin based on the result of the
phase comparison. For example, the memory controller 100
may transmit a data signal to the memory device 200 by
varying the phase (1.e. timing) of the data signal. The
memory controller 100 may receive phase comparison
results corresponding to various phases (1.e. timing) from the
memory device 200. The memory controller 100 may deter-
mine a training value such that a timing window between the
write data strobe signal WDQS and the data signal among
the phase comparison results 1s maximized.

In some example embodiments, the first pin group PG1
and the first circuit block 201 and the second pin group PG2
and the second circuit block 202 may be disposed on a single
silicon substrate. In some example embodiments, the first
pin group PG1 and the first circuit block 201 and the second
pin group PG2 and the second circuit block 202 are shifted,
and/or mirrored relationship.

FIG. 5 1s a flowchart illustrating an example of a read
training operation of the memory controller of FIG. 3.
Referring to FIGS. 3 and 5, 1n operation S101, the memory
controller 100 may select one data pin from a specific (or,
predetermined) pin group. For example, the memory con-
troller 100 may select a first data pin D_P1 from the first pin
group PG1 and select a third data pin D_P3 from the second
pin group PG2.

In operation S102, the memory controller 100 may per-
form read training on the selected data pin. The memory
controller 100 may perform read training to determine a
receiving timing of a data signal received from the memory
device 200 through the selected data pin. For example, the
memory controller 100 may determine the receiving timing
of the first data signal DQ1 as the first receiving timing RT1
by performing read training on the first data pin D_P1.

In operation S103, the memory controller 100 may deter-
mine the recerving timing determined according to the read
training as the receiving timing corresponding to the pin
group. The memory controller 100 may store the determined
receiving timing corresponding to the pin group. For
example, the memory controller 100 may determine a first
receiving timing RT1 determined according to read traiming
on the first data pin D_P1 as a receiving timing correspond-
ing to the first pin group PG1. The memory controller 100
may set the first receiving timing RT1 corresponding to the
first pin group PG1.

FIG. 6 1s a tlowchart illustrating an example of a write
training operation of the memory controller of FIG. 3.
Referring to FIGS. 3 and 6, 1n operation S111, the memory
controller 100 may select one data pin from a specific (or,
predetermined) pin group. For example, the memory con-
troller 100 may select a first data pin D_P1 from the first pin
group PG1 and select a third data pin D_P3 from the second
pin group PG2; however, example embodiments are not
limited thereto.

In operation S112, the memory controller 100 may per-
form write training on the selected data pin. The memory
controller 100 may perform write training to determine a
transmission timing of a data signal transmitted to the
memory device 200 through the selected data pin. For
example, the memory controller 100 may determine the
transmission timing of the first data signal DQ1 as the first
transmission timing TT1 by performing write training on the
first data pin D_P1. In this case, write traimning may be
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performed so that a timing window between the write data
strobe signal WDQS and the first data signal DQI1 1s
maximized.

In operation S113, the memory controller 100 may deter-
mine the transmission timing determined according to the
write training as the transmission timing corresponding to
the pin group. The memory controller 100 may store the
determined transmission timing corresponding to the pin
group. For example, the memory controller 100 may deter-
mine a first transmission timing 1TT1 determined according,
to write traiming on the first data pin D_P1 as a transmission
timing corresponding to the first pin group PG1. The
memory controller 100 may set the first transmission timing,
TT1 corresponding to the first pin group PG1.

In an example embodiment, unlike that shown in FIGS. 5
and 6, the memory controller 100 may perform training on
cach pin of one of the plurality of pin groups, and then
determine a training value corresponding to the pin group
based on training results for the pins. In an example embodi-
ment, the training value determined corresponding to one
pin group may be used to determine a training value for
another pin group. In this case, training for each pin of
another pin group may be omitted.

As described above, After read training 1s performed for
cach group on the data pins D_P, the memory controller 100
may sample each of the data signals received from the
memory device 200 through one pin group at the same (e.g.,
substantially the same) time. In other words, sampling
timing skew between sampling timing for the data signals
may be minimized (or, reduced or removed). In this case, in
order to optimize (or, improve) the data bit error rate of the
sampled data signals, each of the data signals transmitted
from the memory device 200 through one pin group should
or must be transmitted to the memory controller 100 at the
same time. In other words, the data skew between data
signals inputted to the memory controller 100 should or
must be minimized (or, reduced or removed).

As described above, after write training 1s performed for
cach group on the data pins D_P, the memory controller 100
may transmit each of the data signals corresponding to one
pin group to the memory device 200 at the same time. In
other words, the data skew between data signals outputted
from the memory controller 100 may be minimized. In this
case, memory device 200 may sample each of the data
signals inputted to the memory device 200 at the same time.
In other words, sampling timing skew between sampling
timing for the data signals mputted to the memory device
200 may be minimized. Since each of the data signals 1s
transmitted from the memory controller 100 at the same
time, when each of the data signals inputted to the memory
device 200 1s sampled at the same time, the data bit error rate
of the sampled data signals may be optimized.

In the following, 1n order to the data bit error rate of the
data signals sampled by the memory controller 100 in read
operation, the memory system 10 that mimimizes data skew
between the data signals mputted to the memory controller
100 through one pin group will be described in detail. And,
in order to the data bit error rate of the data signals sampled
by the memory device 200 1n write operation, the memory
system 10 that minmimizes sampling timing skew between
sampling timing for the data signals mputted to the memory
device 200 through one pin group will be described 1n detail.

FIG. 7 1s a block diagram schematically illustrating the
memory system of FIG. 3. For convenience of explanation,
configurations of the memory system 10 for performing a
write operation according to the write training result (1.e.,
first and second transmission timing 111 and TT12)
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described with reference to FIG. 3 are described, but
example embodiments are not limited thereto.

Referring to FIG. 7, the memory controller 100 may
include a write data strobe pin W_P', a first pin group PG1',
and a second pin group PG2'. The write data strobe pin
W_P', the first pin group PG1', and the second pin group
PG2' may correspond to the write data strobe pin W_P, the
first pin group PG1, and the second pin group PG2 of the
memory device 200. The memory controller 100 may
include a phase locked loop 111, a phase controller 112, a
delay circuit 113, a first transmitter group 114, and a second
transmitter group 115. For example, the phase locked loop
111, the phase controller 112, the delay circuit 113, the first
transmitter group 114, and the second transmitter group 115
may be included in the host interface circuit 110 of FIG. 1.

The phase locked loop 111 may generate a write data
strobe signal WDQS that toggles with a specific (or, prede-
termined) phase. The write data strobe signal WDQS may be
provided to the phase controller 112 and may be transmitted
to the memory device 200 through the write data strobe pin
W_P'. In an example embodiment, although not shown 1n
FIG. 7, the write data strobe signal WDQS may be trans-
mitted to the memory device 200 through a separate trans-
mitter (or buller) positioned between the phase locked loop
111 and the write data strobe pin W_P".

The phase controller 112 may generate a write data strobe
signal pWDQS whose phase 1s adjusted by adjusting a phase
of the write data strobe signal WDQS. For example, the
phase controller 112 may adjust the phase of the write data
strobe signal WDQS so that the phase diflerence between the
write data strobe signal WDQS and the phase-adjusted write
data strobe signal pWDQS 1s 90 degrees.

The delay circuit 113 may delay the write data strobe
signal pWDQS whose phase 1s adjusted according to the
write training result. The delay circuit 113 may delay the
write data strobe signal pWDQS whose phase 1s adjusted
according to the first transmission timing TT1 corresponding
to the first pin group PG1 to generate the first write delay
signal WDS1. The delay circuit 113 may delay the write data
strobe signal pWDQS whose phase 1s adjusted according to
the second transmission timing T12 corresponding to the
second pin group PG2 to generate the second write delay
signal WDS2. The first write delay signal WDS1 may be
provided to the first transmitter group 114, and the second
write delay signal WDS2 may be provided to the second
transmitter group 115. In this case, the first write delay signal
WDS1 may have a toggle timing corresponding to the first
transmission timing 1TT1, and the second write delay signal
WDS2 may have a toggle timing corresponding to the
second transmission timing TT72.

The first transmaitter group 114 may transmit data signals
including data to the memory device 200 through the first
pin group PG1' based on the toggle timing of the first write
delay signal WDS1. For example, the first transmitter group
114 may transmit the first data signal DQ1 including the first
data DATA1 to the memory device 200 through the first data
pin D_P1' based on the toggle timing of the first write delay
signal WDS1. The first transmitter group 114 may transmit
the second data signal DQ2 including the second data
DATA2 to the memory device 200 through the second data
pin D_P2' based on the toggle timing of the first write delay
signal WDS1. Accordingly, the first transmitter group 114
may transmit each of the data signals to the memory device
200 at the same transmission timing (1.¢., the first transmis-
sion timing TT1).

The second transmitter group 115 may transmit data
signals including data to the memory device 200 through the
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second pin group PG2' based on the toggle timing of the
second write delay signal WDS2. For example, the second
transmitter group 115 may transmit the third data signal
DQ3 including the third data DATA3 to the memory device
200 through the third data pin D_P3' based on the toggle
timing of the second write delay signal WDS2. The second
transmitter group 115 may transmit the fourth data signal
DQ4 including the fourth data DATA4 to the memory device
200 through the fourth data pin D_P4' based on the toggle
timing of the second write delay signal WDS2. Accordingly,
the second transmitter group 115 may transmit each of the
data signals to the memory device 200 at the same trans-
mission timing (1.e., the second transmission timing TT12).

Data signals outputted through the first pin group PG1'
may be transmitted to the first pin group PG1 through
corresponding signal lines. In this case, signal lines may be
configured to maintain minimized data skew between data
signals transmitted to the first pin group PG1. For example,
lengths and/or resistances of signal lines connecting the data
pins of the first pin group PG1' and the data pins of the first
pin group PG1 may be the same or substantially the same.
As described above, since the data skew between the data
signals outputted through the first pin group PG1' can be
mimmized, when the lengths of signal lines through which
data signals are transmitted are the same (assuming that the
physical properties of the signal lines are also the same),
mimmized data skew between data signals may be main-
tained until data signals reach the first pin group PG1. For
example, when the length of the first signal line DIL1 through
which the first data signal DQ1 1s transmitted and the length
of the second signal line DL2 through which the second data
signal DQ2 1s transmitted are the same, data skew between
the first and second data signals DQ1 and DQ2 mputted to
the memory device 200 through the first and second data
pins D_P1 and D_P2 may be kept minimized. Accordingly,
cach of the data signals transmitted from the first transmitter
group 114 may be inputted to the memory device 200 at the
same time.

Likewise, signal lines may be configured to maintain
mimmized data skew between data signals transmitted to the
second pin group PG2. For example, lengths and/or resis-
tances ol signal lines connecting the data pins of the second
pin group PG2' and the data pins of the second pin group
PG2 may be the same. For example, when the length of the
third signal line DL3 through which the third data signal
DQ3 1s transmitted and the length of the fourth signal line
DL4 through which the fourth data signal DQ4 1s transmiut-
ted are the same, data skew between the third and fourth data
signals DQ3 and DQ4 received by the memory device 200
through the third and fourth data pins D_P3 and D_P4 may
be mimimized. Accordingly, each of the data signals trans-
mitted from the second transmitter group 115 may be
inputted to the memory device 200 at the same time.

The memory device 200 may include a write data strobe
signal (WDQS) tree 211, a first receiver group 212, and a
second receiver group 213. For example, the write data
strobe signal (WDQS) tree 211, the first receiver group 212,
and the second receiver group 213 may be included in the
memory interface circuit 210 of FIG. 1. For example, the
write data strobe signal (WDQS) tree 211, the first receiver
group 212, and the second receiver group 213 may corre-
spond to the first circuit block 201 and the second circuit
block 202 of FIG. 4. The WDQS tree 211 may transmit to
the first recerver group 212 the first internal write data strobe
signal dWDQS1 toggling based on the write data strobe
signal WDQS received through the write data strobe pin
W_P and transmit the toggled second internal write data
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strobe signal dWDQS2 to the second receiver group 213. In
an example embodiment, the WDQS tree 211 may 1nclude a
plurality of repeaters, and may transmit the first internal
write data strobe signal dWDQS1 and the second internal
write data strobe signal dWDQS2 through the repeaters.

In an example embodiment, the first internal write data
strobe signal dWD(QS1 and the second internal write data
strobe signal dWDQS2 may be/correspond to signals gen-
crated by delaying the write data strobe signal WDQS
through the WDQS tree 211. In this case, toggle timing of
the write data strobe signal WDQS and the first internal
write data strobe signal dWDQS1 may be different from
cach other, and toggle timing of the write data strobe signal
WDQS and the second internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS2 may be diflerent from each other. The toggle
timing skew between the write data strobe signal WDQS and
internal write data strobe signal (e.g. dWDQS1 or
dWDQS2) may be generated by the WDQS tree 211. In this
case, the transmission timing determined through traiming 1n
the memory controller 100 may compensate for the toggle
timing skew by the WDQS tree 211. Accordingly, a skew
between the write data strobe signal WDQS and the first
internal write data strobe signal dWDQS1 may be compen-
sated by the first transmission timing TT1, and a skew
between the write data strobe signal WDQS and the second
internal write data strobe signal dWDQS2 may be compen-
sated by the second transmission timing TT2.

FIG. 7 1llustrates an example 1n which the first and second
internal write data strobe signals dWDQS1 and dWDQS2
are generated by delaying the write data strobe signal
WDQS through the WDQS tree 211, but example embodi-
ments are limited thereto. In some example embodiments,
the first internal write data strobe signal dWDQS1 and the
second internal write data strobe signal dWDQS2 may be
signals generated by delaying the divided write data strobe
signal through the WDQS tree 211. In this case, a write data
strobe signal divided from the write data strobe signal
WDQS may be generated through a divider located between
the write data strobe pin W_P and the WDQS tree 211.

The first receiver group 212 may sample each of the data
signals received through the first pin group PG1 based on the
toggle timing of the first internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS1. Accordingly, the first recerver group 212 may
obtain data from data signals received through the first pin
group PG1. For example, the first receiver group 212 may
sample the first data signal DQ1 received through the first
data pin D_P1 to obtain the first data DATA1 based on the
toggle timing of the first internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS1 and obtain the second data DATA2 by sampling
the second data signal DQ?2 received through the second data
pin D_P2.

The second receiver group 213 may sample each of the
data signals received through the second pin group PG2
based on the toggle timing of the second internal write data
strobe signal dWDQS2. Accordingly, the second receiver
group 213 may obtain data from data signals received
through the second pin group PG2. For example, the second
receiver group 213 may obtain the third data DATA3 by
sampling the third data signal DQ3 received through the
third data pin D_P3 based on the toggle timing of the second
internal write data strobe signal dWDQS2 and obtain the
fourth data DATA4 by sampling the fourth data signal DQ4
received through the fourth data pin D_P4.

In such a manner, when each of the data signals received
through one pin group 1s sampled based on the same toggle
timing (e.g., the toggle timing of the first internal write data
strobe signal dWDQS1 or the toggle timing of the second




US 11,309,013 B2

15

internal write data strobe signal dWD(QS2), sampling timing
skew for data signals can be minimized.

As described above, 1n relation to the memory system 10
according to some example embodiments of inventive con-
cepts, the memory controller 100 may transmit each of the
data signals to the memory device 200 through one pin
group at the same transmission time. The memory device
200 may sample each of the data signals mputted through
one pin group at the same sampling time. Accordingly, even
if the write training 1s performed for each pin group, the data
bit error rate of data signals transmitted from the memory
controller 100 to the memory device 200 in the write
operation can be optimized.

FIG. 8 1s a timing diagram 1llustrating an example in
which the memory device of FIG. 7 samples data signals.
Referring to FIGS. 7 and 8, a write data strobe signal WDQS
received by the memory device 200 through a write data
strobe pin W_P may have a toggle timing at a first time point
tl. The first internal write data strobe signal dWDQSI1
transmitted to the first receiver group 212 by the WDQS tree
211 has a toggle timing at the second time point t2, and the
second internal write data strobe signal dWD(QS2 transmit-
ted to the second receiver group 213 by the WDQS tree 211
may have a toggle timing at a third time point t3. Accord-
ingly, a first skew SK1 between the first internal write data
strobe signal dWDQS1 and the write data strobe signal
WDQS may be generated, and a second skew SK2 between
the second internal write data strobe signal dWDQS2 and
the write data strobe signal WDQS may be generated. For
example, the first skew SK1 i1s different from the second
skew SK2.

The first data signal DQ1 including the first data DATAI1
and the second data signal DQ2 including the second data
DATA2 may be transmitted to the first receiver group 212
according to the first transmission timing TT1 for compen-
sating for the first skew SK1. The first data signal DQ1 and
the second data signal DQ2 transmitted to the first receiver
group 212 may be sampled based on the toggle timing of the
first internal write data strobe signal dWDQS1. In this case,
a sampling margin for the first data DATA1 and the second
data DATAZ2 1s secured (or, improved), so that a data bit error
rate can be optimized.

The third data signal DQ3 including the third data DATAS3
and the fourth data signal DQ4 including the fourth data
DATA4 may be transmitted to the second receiver group 213
according to the second transmission timing 112 for com-
pensating for the second skew SK2. The thurd data signal
DQ3 and the fourth data signal DQ4 delivered to the second
receiver group 213 may be sampled based on the toggle
timing of the second internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS2. In this case, a sampling margin for the third data
DATA3 and the fourth data DATA4 1s secured (or,
improved), so that the data bit error rate can be optimized.

As described above, the sampling timing skew for data
signals transmitted through one pin group of the memory
device 200 may be minimized. For example, the sampling
timing for the first data signal DQ1 and the sampling timing
for the second data signal DQ2 are the same. Hereinafter, a
detailed configuration of a memory device for minimizing
sampling timing skew for data signals transmitted through
one pin group will be described with reference to FIG. 9.

FIG. 9 15 a diagram 1llustrating an example configuration
of the memory device of FIG. 7. Referring to FIGS. 7 and
9, the memory device 200 may include a plurality of

repeaters 211a to 211e and a plurality of recervers 212a,
212b, 213a, and 213b. The repeaters 211a to 211e may be

included 1 the WDQS tree 211. The receivers 212a and
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2125 may be included 1n the first receiver group 212, and the
receivers 213a and 2135 may be included in the second
receiver group 213.

The write data strobe signal WDQS received through the
write data strobe pin W_P may be transmitted to the receiv-

ers 212a and 212b, respectively, as the first internal write
data strobe signal dWDQS1, through the repeaters 211a,
2115, 211¢, and 211d on the first path. The write data strobe
signal WD(QS may be transmitted to the receivers 213a and
213b as a second 1nternal write data strobe signal dWDQS2
through the repeaters 211q, 2115, 211¢, and 211e on the
second path. For example, when the length of and/or resis-
tance of the first signal line SL.1 connecting the repeater 211c¢
and the repeater 211d on the first path 1s different from the
length of/resistance of the second signal line SL.2 connecting
the repeater 211¢ and the repeater 211e on the second path,
as described with reference to FIG. 8, the toggle timing of
the first internal write data strobe signal dWDQS1 and the
toggle timing of the second internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS2 may be different. For example, each of the repeat-
ers 211a to 211e may be implemented with at least one
bufler or at least one inverter.

The recerver 212a may sample the first data signal DQ1
received through the first data pin D_P1 based on the toggle
timing of the first internal write data strobe signal dWDQS1
and output the first data DATA1. The receiver 21256 may
sample the second data signal DQ2 received through the
second data pin D_P2 based on the toggle timing of the first
internal write data strobe signal dWD(QS1 and output the
second data DATA2. In some example embodiments, 1n
order for the receivers 212a and 2126 to sample the data
signals DQ1 and DQ2 at the same toggle timing (1.e., 1n
order for the first internal write data strobe signal dWD(QS1
to reach the same timing with the receivers 212q and 2125),
the receivers 212a and 2125 may be disposed at the same
distance from the repeater 211d. In some example embodi-
ments, 1 order for the recervers 212a and 2125 to sample the
data signals DQ1 and DQ2 at the same toggle timing, the
length of the third signal line SL3 for transmitting the first
internal write data strobe signal dWDQS1 from the repeater
211d to the receiver 212a and the length of the fourth signal
line SL4 for transmitting the first internal write data strobe
signal dWDQSI1 from the repeater 211d to the receiver 2125
may be the same.

The recerver 212a may receive the first data signal DQ1
from the first data pin D_P1 through the fifth signal line SL5,
and the receiver 2126 may receive the second data signal
DQ2 from the second data pin D_P2 through the sixth signal
line SL6. In some example embodiments, 1n order for the
data signals DQ1 and DQ2 to be transmitted from the first
and second data pins D_P1 and D_P2 to the receivers 212qa
and 2125 at the same timing, the length of the fifth signal
line SIS and the length of the sixth signal line SLL6 may be
the same.

The recerver 213a may sample the third data signal DQ3
received through the third data pin D_P3 based on the toggle
timing of the second internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS2 and output the third data DATA3. The receiver
2130 may sample the fourth data signal DQ4 received
through the fourth data pin D_P4 based on the toggle timing
of the second internal write data strobe signal dWDQS2 and
output the fourth data DATA4. In some example embodi-
ments, 1 order for the recervers 213a and 2135 to sample the
data signals DQ3 and DQ4 at the same toggle timing (e.g.,
in order for the second internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS2 to reach the same timing with the receivers 213a
and 2135), the recervers 213q and 2135 may be arranged to
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have the same distance from the repeater 21le. As an
example, the length of the seventh signal line SL7 {for
transmitting the second internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS2 from the repeater 211e to the receiver 213a and
the length of the eighth signal line SL8 for transmitting the
second internal write data strobe signal dWDQS2 from the
repeater 211e to the receiver 2135 may be the same.

The receiver 213a may receive the third data signal DQ3
from the third data pin D_P3 through the ninth signal line

SL9, and the recerver 2136 may receive the fourth data
signal DQ4 from the fourth data pin D_P4 through the tenth

signal line SL.10. In an example embodiment, in order for the
data signals DQ3 and D(Q4 to be transmitted from the third
and fourth data pins D_P3 and D_P4 to the recervers 213a
and 2135 at the same timing, the length of the ninth signal
line SL9 and the length of the tenth signal line SLL10 may be
the same.

When the memory device 200 1s configured as described
above, the internal write data strobe signal may be trans-
mitted to each of the receivers corresponding to one pin
group at the same time. Accordingly, the sampling timing
skew for data signals recerved through one pin group can be
mimmized. For example, the sampling timing skew may be
compensated by adding dummy loads such as regulating
length and/or resistance of signal lines.

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram schematically illustrating the
memory system of FIG. 3. For convenience of explanation,
configurations of the memory system 10 for performing a
read operation according to the read training result (e.g., first
and second receiving timing RT1 and R12) described with
reference to FIG. 3 are described, but the example embodi-
ment 1s not limited thereto.

Referring to FIG. 10, the memory controller 100 may
include a write data strobe pin W_P', a read data strobe pin
R_P', a first pin group PG1', and a second pin group PG2'.
The write data strobe pin W_P', the read data strobe pin
R_P', the first pin group PG1', and the second pin group PG2'
may correspond to the write data strobe pin W_P, the read
data strobe pin R_P, the first pin group PG1, and the second
pin group PG2 of the memory device 200.

The memory device 200 may include a WDQS tree 211,
a transmitter 214, a first transmitter group 215, and a second
transmitter group 216. For example, WDQS tree 211, a
transmitter 214, a first transmitter group 215, and a second
transmitter group 216 may be included 1n the host interface
circuit 210 of FIG. 1. The WDQS ftree 211 may transmit to
the transmitter 214 a third iternal write data strobe signal
dWDQS3 toggling based on the write data strobe signal
WDQS received through the write data strobe pin W_P. The
WDQS tree 211 may transmit the fourth internal write data
strobe signal dWD(QS4 toggling based on the write data
strobe signal WDQS to the first transmitter group 215, and
transmit the toggled fifth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQSS to the second transmitter group 216. For example,
the toggle timing of the fourth internal write data strobe
signal dWDQS4 may be the same as the toggle timing of the
first internal write data strobe signal dAWDQS1 of FIG. 7, and
the toggle timing of the fifth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS5 may be the same as the second internal write data
strobe signal dWDQS2 of FIG. 7. In some example embodi-
ments, the WDQS ftree 211 may include a plurality of
repeaters, and may transmit the third to fifth internal write
data strobe signals dWDQS3 to dWDQSS through the
repeaters.

The transmitter 214 may transmit the read data strobe
signal RDQS to the memory controller 100 through the read
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data strobe pin R_P based on the toggle timing of the third
internal write data strobe signal dWDQS3.

In some example embodiments, the third to fifth internal
write data strobe signals dWDQS3 to dWDQSS may be
signals generated by delaying the write data strobe signal
WDQS through the WDQS tree 211. In this case, toggle
timing of the read data strobe signal RDQS generated based
on the third internal write data strobe signal dWD(QS3 and
the fourth internal write data strobe signal dWD(QS4 may be
different from each other, and toggle timing of the read data
strobe signal RDQS and the fifth internal write data strobe
signal dWDQS5 may be diflerent from each other. Accord-
ingly, the toggle timing skew may be generated by the
WDQS tree 211. The receiving timing determined through
training 1n the memory controller 100 may compensate for
the toggle timing skew by the WDQS tree 211. Accordingly,
a skew between the read data strobe signal RDQS and the
fourth internal write data strobe signal dWDQS4 may be
compensated by the first recerving timing RT1, and a skew
between the read data strobe signal RDQS and the fifth
internal write data strobe signal dWDQSS may be compen-
sated by the second receiving timing RT72.

The first transmitter group 215 may transmit data signals
including data to the memory controller 100 through the first
pin group PG1 based on the toggle timing of the fourth
internal write data strobe signal dWD(QS4. For example, the

first transmitter group 215 may transmit the first data signal
DQ1 including the first data DATA1 to the memory con-

troller 100 through the first data pin D_P1 based on the
toggle timing of the fourth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS4. The first transmitter group 215 may transmit the
second data signal DQ2 1ncluding the second data DATAZ2 to
the memory controller 100 through the second data pin
D_P2 based on the toggle timing of the fourth internal write
data strobe signal dWDQS4. Accordingly, the first transmut-
ter group 215 may transmit each of the data signals to the
memory controller 100 at the same time.

The second transmitter group 216 may transmit data
signals mncluding data to the memory controller 100 through
the second pin group PG2 based on the toggle timing of the
fifth iternal wrte data strobe signal dWDQSS. For
example, the second transmitter group 216 may transmit the
third data signal DQ3 including the third data DATA3 to the
memory controller 100 through the third data pin D_P
based on the toggle timing of the fifth internal write data
strobe signal dWDQSS. The second transmitter group 216
may transmit the fourth data signal DQ4 including the fourth
data DATA4 to the memory controller 100 through the
fourth data pin D_P4 based on the toggle timing of the fifth
internal write data strobe signal dWDQSS. Accordingly, the
second transmitter group 216 may transmit each of the data
signals to the memory controller 100 at the same time.

In this way, when each of the data signals 1s outputted at
the same timing through one pin group, the data skew
between the output data signals can be minimized.

As described with reference to FIG. 7, the lengths of
signal lines connecting the first pin group PG1' and the first
pin group PG1 may be the same, and the lengths of signal
lines connecting the second pin group PG2' and the second
pin group PG2 may be the same. As described above, since
data skew between data signals outputted through one pin
group can be mimmized, when the lengths of signal lines
through which data signals are transmaitted are the same, data
skew may be kept minimized until data signals are trans-
mitted to the memory controller 100. Accordingly, each of
the data signals transmitted from the first transmitter group
215 may be mputted to the memory controller 100 at the
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same time, and each of the data signals transmitted from the
second transmitter group 216 may be nputted to the
memory controller 100 at the same time.

The memory controller 100 may include a phase locked
loop 111, a phase controller 112, a delay circuit 113, a first
receiver group 116, and a second receiver group 117. For
example, the phase locked loop 111, the phase controller
112, the delay circuit 113, the first receiver group 116, and
the second receiver group 117 may be included in the host
interface circuit 110 of FIG. 1.

The phase locked loop 111 may generate a write data
strobe signal WDQS that toggles with a predetermined
phase. The write data strobe signal WDQS may be trans-
mitted to the memory device 200 through the wrte data
strobe pin W_P'.

The phase controller 112 may receive the read data strobe
signal RDQS transmitted from the memory device 200
through the read data strobe pin R_P'. The phase controller
112 may generate a read data strobe signal pRDQS whose
phase 1s adjusted by adjusting a phase of the read data strobe
signal RDQS. For example, the phase controller 112 may
adjust the phase of the read data strobe signal RDQS so that
a phase difference between the read data strobe signal RDQS
and the phase adjusted read data strobe signal pRDQS 15 90
degrees.

The delay circuit 113 may delay the read data strobe
signal pRDQS whose phase 1s adjusted according to the read
training result. The delay circuit 113 delays the read data
strobe signal pRDQS whose phase 1s adjusted according to
the first receiving timing RT1 corresponding to the first pin
group PG1 to generate the first read delay signal RDS1. The
delay circuit 113 delays the read data strobe signal pRDQS
whose phase 1s adjusted according to the second receiving,
timing RT2 corresponding to the second pin group PG2 to
generate the second read delay signal RDS2. The first read
delay signal RDS1 may be provided to the first receiver
group 116, and the second read delay signal RDS2 may be
provided to the second receiver group 117. In this case, the
first read delay signal RDS1 may have a toggle timing
corresponding to the first receiving timing RT1, and the
second read delay signal RDS2 may have a toggle timing
corresponding to the second recerving timing RT2.

The first recerver group 116 may obtain data by sampling,
cach of the data signals received through the first pin group
PG1' based on the toggle timing of the first read delay signal
RDS1. For example, the first receiver group 116 may obtain
the first data DATA1 by sampling the first data signal DQ1
based on the toggle timing of the first read delay signal
RDS1. The first recerver group 116 may obtain the second
data DATA2 by sampling the second data signal DQ2 based
on the toggle timing of the first read delay signal RDS1.
Accordingly, the first receiver group 116 may sample each
of the data signals according to the same receiving timing
(e.g., the first recerving timing RT1).

The second recerver group 117 may obtain data by
sampling each of the data signals received through the
second pin group PG2' based on the toggle timing of the
second read delay signal RIDS2. For example, the second
receiver group 117 may obtain the third data DATA3 by
sampling the third data signal DQ3 based on the toggle
timing ol the second read delay signal RDS2. The second
receiver group 117 may obtain the fourth data DATA4 by
sampling the fourth data signal DQ4 based on the toggle
timing of the second read delay signal RDS2. Accordingly,
the second recerver group 117 may sample each of the data
signals according to the same recerving timing (e.g., the
second recerving timing R12).
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As described above, 1n relation to the memory system 10
according to some example embodiments of inventive con-
cepts, the memory device 200 may transmit each of the data
signals to the memory controller 100 through one pin group
at the same time. The memory controller 100 may sample
cach of the data signals received through one pin group at
the same time. Accordingly, even i the read training i1s
performed for each pin group, a data bit error rate of data
signals transmitted from the memory device 200 to the
memory controller 100 1n the read operation may be opti-
mized.

FIG. 11 1s a timing diagram 1illustrating an example 1n
which the memory device of FIG. 10 transmits data signals.
Referring to FIGS. 10 and 11, a write data strobe signal
WDQS received through a write data strobe pin W_P may
have a toggle timing at a first time point t1. The third internal
write data strobe signal dWDQS3 transmitted to the trans-
mitter 214 by the WDQS tree 211 and the read data strobe
signal RDQS may have a toggle timing at the second time
point t2. The {fourth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS4 transmitted to the first transmitter group 215 may
have a toggle timing at a third time point t3, and the fifth
internal write data strobe signal dWDQSS5 transmaitted to the
second transmitter group 216 by the WDQS tree 211 may
have a toggle timing at a fourth time point t4. Accordingly,
a first skew SK1 between the fourth internal write data
strobe signal dWDQS4 and the read data strobe signal
RDQS may be generated, and a second skew SK2 between
the fifth internal write data strobe signal dWDQSS5 and the
read data strobe signal RDQS may be generated.

The first data signal DQ1 including the first data DATAI1
and the second data signal DQ2 including the second data
DATA2 may be transmitted to the memory controller 100 at
a toggle timing of the fourth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS4. Accordingly, the first data DATA1 and the second
data DATA2 may be transmitted to the memory controller
100 at the same timing. The first data signal DQ1 and the
second data signal DQ2 transmitted to the first receiver
group 116 may be sampled based on a first receiving timing
RT1 for compensating for the first skew SK1. In this case,
a sampling margin for the first data DATA1 and the second
data DATA2 1s secured, so that the data bit error rate can be
optimized.

The third data signal DQ3 including the third data DATAS3
and the fourth data signal DQ4 including the fourth data
DATA4 may be transmitted to the memory controller 100 at
a toggle timing of the fifth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS5. Accordingly, the third data DATAS3 and the fourth
data DATA4 may be transmitted to the memory controller
100 at the same timing. The third data signal DQ3 and the
fourth data signal DQ4 transmitted to the second receiver
group 117 may be sampled based on the second receiving
timing R12 for compensating for the second skew SK2. In
this case, a sampling margin for the third data DATA3 and
the fourth data DATAM4 1s secured, so that the data bit error
rate can be optimized.

As described above, data skew between data signals
outputted from one pin group of the memory device 200 may
be mimimized. For example, the first data DATA1 and the
second data DATA2 are transmitted at the same time (e.g.
the fourth time point t4). Hereinafter, a detailed configura-
tion of a memory device that mimmizes data skew between
data signals outputted from one pin group will be described
with reference to FIG. 12.

FIG. 12 15 a diagram 1llustrating an example configuration
of the memory device of FIG. 10. Referring to FIGS. 10 and

12, the memory device 200 may include a plurality of
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repeaters 211a to 211f and a plurality of transmitters 214,
215a, 215b, 216a and 21656. The repeaters 211a to 211/ may

be included in the WDQS tree 211. The transmitters 21354

and 2156 may be included 1n the first transmitter group 215,
and the transmitters 216a and 2165 may be included 1n the
second transmitter group 216.

The write data strobe signal WDQS recerved through the
write data strobe pin W_P may be transmitted to the trans-
mitters 215a and 2155, respectively, as the fourth internal
write data strobe signal dWDQS4 through the repeaters
211a, 2115, 211c, and 211d on the first path. The write data
strobe signal WDQS may be transmitted to the transmitters
216a and 2165H as a fifth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQSS through the repeaters 211a, 2115, 211¢, and 211e
on the second path. The write data strobe signal WDQS may
be transmitted to the transmitter 214 as a third internal write
data strobe signal dWDQS3 through the repeaters 211a,

2115, 211c, and 211/ on the third path. For example, when

the length of the first signal line ML1 connecting the
repeater 211¢ and the repeater 2114 on the first path, the
length of the second signal line ML2 connecting the repeater
211 ¢ and the repeater 211e on the second path, and the length
of the third signal line ML3 connecting the repeater 211¢ and
the repeater 211f on the third path are difl

erent from each
other, as described with reference to FIG. 11, toggle timing
of the third to fifth internal write data strobe signals
dWDQS3 to dWDQSS may be different from each other.

The transmitter 214 may generate the read data strobe
signal RDQS based on the toggle timing of the third internal
write data strobe signal dWDQS3. The transmitter 215a may
transmit the first data signal DQ1 including the first data
DATA1 to the memory controller 100 through the first data
pin D_P1 based on the toggle timing of the fourth internal
write data strobe signal dWD(QS4. The transmitter 213556 may
transmit the second data signal DQ2 including the second
data DATA2 to the memory controller 100 through the
second data pin D_P2 based on the toggle timing of the
fourth internal write data strobe signal dWDQS4.

In an example embodiment, in order for the transmitters
215a and 21556 to transmit the data signals DQ1 and DQ?2 at
the same toggle timing (i.e., 1n order for the fourth internal
write data strobe signal dWDQS4 to reach the same timing
with the transmitters 215aq and 2155), the transmitters 2154
and 2156 may be disposed at the same distance from the
repeater 211d. As an example, 1n order for the transmitters
215a and 2155 to transmit the data signals DQ1 and DQ?2 at
the same toggle timing, the length of the fourth signal line
ML4 for transmitting the fourth internal write data strobe
signal dAWD(QS4 from the repeater 2114 to the transmitter
215a, and the length of the fifth signal line MLS {for
transmitting the fourth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS4 from the repeater 211d to the transmitter 21556
may be the same.

The first data signal DQ1 may be outputted through the
first data pin D_P1 connected to the sixth signal line ML,
and the second data signal D()2 may be outputted through
the second data pin D_P2 connected to the seventh signal
line ML7. In an example embodiment, 1n order for the data
signals DQ1 and DQ2 to be outputted from the data pins
D_P1 and D_P2 at the same timing, the length of the sixth
signal line ML6 and the length of the seventh signal line
ML7 may be the same.

The transmitter 216a may transmit the third data signal

DQ3 including the third data DATA3 to the memory con-
troller 100 through the third data pin D_P3 based on the
toggle timing of the fifth internal write data strobe signal

dWDQS5. The transmitter 2165 may transmit the fourth data

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

22

signal DQ4 including the fourth data DATA4 to the memory
controller 100 through the fourth data pin D_P4 based on the
toggle timing of the fifth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQSS5.

In an example embodiment, 1n order for the transmitters
216a and 2165 to transmit the data signals DQ3 and DQ4 at
the same toggle timing (i.e., 1n order for the fifth internal
write data strobe signal dWDQSS to reach the same timing
with the transmitters 216a and 2165), the transmitters 216a
and 2160 may be disposed at the same distance from the
repeater 211e. As an example, mn order for the transmitters
216a and 2164q to transmit the data signals DQ3 and DQ4 at
the same toggle timing, the length of the eighth signal line
MLS8 for transmitting the fifth internal write data strobe
signal dWDQSS from the repeater 211e to the transmitter
216a and the length of the ninth signal line ML9 for
transmitting the fifth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS5 from the repeater 211e to the transmitter 2165
may be the same.

The third data signal DQ3 may be outputted through the
third data pin D_P3 connected to the tenth signal line ML10,
and the fourth data signal DQ4 may be outputted through the
fourth data pin D_P4 connected to the eleventh signal line
ML11. In an example embodiment, in order for the data
signals DQ3 and DQ4 to be outputted from the data pins
D_P3 and D_P4 at the same timing, the length of the tenth
signal line ML10 and the length of the eleventh signal line
ML11 may be the same.

When the memory device 200 1s configured as described
above, toggle timing skew between internal write data strobe
signals transmitted to transmitters corresponding to one pin
group can be mimmized. For example, toggle timing skew
between the fourth internal write data strobe signal
dWDQS4 to transmitter 215a and the fourth internal write
data strobe signal dWD(QS4 to transmitter 2135. And data
skew between data signals outputted from transmitters
through one pin group can be minimized.

FIG. 13 1s a block diagram 1llustrating a stacked memory
device according to some example embodiments of mven-
tive concepts. Referring to FIG. 13, a stacked memory
device 300 may include a bufler die 310 and a plurality of
core dies 320 to 350. For example, the bufler die 310 may
also be referred to as an interface die, a base die, a logic die,
a master die, and the like, and each of the core dies 320 to
350 may also be referred to as a memory die, a slave die, or
the like. FIG. 13 shows that the four core dies 320 to 350 are
included in the stacked memory device 300, but the number
of core dies may vary. For example, the stacked memory
device 300 may include 8, 12 or 16 core dies.

The buffer die 310 and the core dies 320 to 350 are
stacked through a through silicon via (ISV) and may be
clectrically connected to each other. Accordingly, the
stacked memory device 300 may have a three-dimensional
memory structure in which the plurality of dies 310 to 350
are stacked. For example, the stacked memory device 300
may be implemented based on HBM or HMC standards, but
the example embodiment 1s not limited thereto.

The stacked memory device 300 may support a plurality
of functionally independent channels (or wvaults). For
example, as shown 1 FIG. 13, the stacked memory device
300 may support at least or exactly eight channels CHO to
CH’7. When each of the channels CHO to CH7 supports 128
data transmission paths (or, data iput/output path) (i.e.,
when there are 128 data pins corresponding to each of the
channels CHO to CH7), the stacked memory device 300 may
support 1024 data transmission paths. However, the example
embodiment 1s not limited thereto, and the stacked memory
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device 300 may support 1024 or more data transmission
paths, and may support 8 or more channels (e.g., 16 chan-
nels). For example, when the stacked memory device 300
supports 1024 data transmission paths and 16 channels, each
of the channels may support 64 data transmission paths.

Each of the core dies 320 to 350 may support at least one
channel. For example, as shown 1n FIG. 13, each of the core
dies 320 to 350 may support two channels CHO-CH2,
CHI1-CH3, CH4-CH6, or CHS-CHY7. In this case, the core
dies 320 to 350 may support different channels. However,
the example embodiment 1s not limited thereto, and at least
two of the core dies 320 to 350 may support the same
channel. For example, two of the core dies 320 to 350 may
support the first channel CHO.

Each of the channels can constitute an independent com-
mand and data interface. For example, each channel may be
independently clocked based on independent timing require-
ments, and may not be synchronized with each other.

Each of the channels may include a plurality of memory
banks 301. Each of the memory banks 301 may include
memory cells connected to word lines and bit lines, a row
decoder, a column decoder, a sense amplifier, and the like.
For example, each of the memory banks 301 may corre-
spond to the memory bank 220 of FIG. 1. For example, as
shown 1n FIG. 13, each of the channels CHO to CH7 may
include eight memory banks 301. However, the example
embodiment 1s not limited thereto, and each of the channels
CHO to CH7 may include eight or more memory banks 301.
FIG. 13 shows that memory banks included in one channel
are 1cluded in one core die, but memory banks included 1n
one channel may be distributed in a plurality of core dies.
For example, when the core dies 320 and 340 support the
first channel CHO, memory banks included in the first
channel CHO may be distributed 1n the core dies 320 and
340.

In an example embodiment, one channel may be divided
into two independently operated pseudo channels. For
example, the pseudo channels may share the command and
clock inputs (e.g., a clock signal CK and/or a clock enable
signal CKE) of the channel, but may independently decode
and execute commands. For example, when one channel
supports 128 data transmission paths, each of the pseudo
channels may support 64 data transmission paths. For
example, when one channel supports 64 data transmission
paths, each of the pseudo channels may support 32 data

transmission paths.
The bufler die 310 and the core dies 320 to 350 may

include a TSV region 302. TSVs configured to pass through
the dies 310 to 350 may be disposed 1n the TSV region 302.
The bufler die 310 may transmit/receive input/output signals
to and from the core dies 320 to 350 through TSVs. Each of
the core dies 320 to 350 may transmit/receive mput/output
signals to and from the bufler die 310 and other core dies
through TSVs. In an example embodiment, input/output
signals may be independently transmitted/received through
TSVs corresponding to each channel. For example, when an
external host device (e.g., the memory controller 100 of FIG.
1) transmits a data signal through the first channel CHO 1n
order to store data in the memory cell of the first channel
CHO, the bufler die 310 may transmuit a data signal to the first
core die 320 through TSV corresponding to the first channel
CHO to store data 1n a memory cell of the first channel CHO.

The bufler die 310 may include a physical layer (PHY)
311. The physical layer 311 may include interface circuits
for communication with a host device. In an example
embodiment, the physical layer 311 may include an interface
circuit corresponding to each of the channels CHO to CHY7.
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For example, each interface circuit may correspond to the
memory 1interface circuit 210 described with reference to
FIGS. 1 to 12. Input/output signals received from the host
device through the physical layer 311 may be transmitted to
the core dies 320 to 350 through TSVs.

In an example embodiment, the bufler die 310 may
include a channel controller corresponding to each of the
channels. The channel controller may manage memory
reference operations of a corresponding channel and may
determine a timing requirement condition of a correspond-
ing channel.

In an example embodiment, the stacked memory device
300 may include a plurality of pins for transmitting/receiv-
ing iput/output signals to or from the host device. For
example, a plurality of pins may be attached to the builer die
310. As described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 12, the
physical layer 311 of the bufler die 310 may receive a clock
signal CK, command/address signals CA, a write data strobe
signal WDQS, and data signals DQ from the host device
through a plurality of pins, and transmit a read data strobe
signal RDQS and data signals DQ to the host device. For
example, the stacked memory device 300 may include two
write data strobe pins for receiving the write data strobe
signal WDQS, and two read data strobe pins for transmitting,
the read data strobe signal RDQS 1n correspondence to 32
data pins for transmitting and receiving data signals DQ).

In an example embodiment, the stacked memory device
300 may further include an Error Correction Code (ECC)
circuit for detecting and correcting an error in data. For
example, 1n a write operation, the ECC circuit may generate
parity bits for data transmitted from the host device. In the
read operation, the ECC circuit may detect and correct an
error of data transmitted from one of the core dies 320 to 350
using parity bits, and transmit the error-corrected data to the
host device.

In an example embodiment, as described with reference to
FIGS. 1 to 12, data pins for transmitting and receiving data
signals DQ may be divided into at least two pin groups, and
training may be performed for each pin group by the host
device. Accordingly, the host device may determine the
transmission timing and receiving timing corresponding to
one pin group through training. In this case, the bufler die
310 of the stacked memory device 300 may be configured to
support training of the host device. Heremnaftter, the configu-
ration of the butler die 310 for supporting training of the host
device will be described with reference to FIG. 14.

FIG. 14 1s a block diagram showing an example embodi-
ment of the butler die of FIG. 13. Referring to FIG. 14, the
bufler die 310 may include a command address input/output
block AWORD and data input/output blocks DWORDO0 and
DWORD1. The command address input/output block
AWORD and the data input/output blocks DWORDO0 and
DWORD1 may be included in an interface circuit corre-
sponding to one of the plurality of channels. In FIG. 14, it
1s described that the bufler die 310 includes two data
input/output blocks DWORD0 and DWORDI1, but the bui-
fer die 310 may include various numbers of data mput/
output blocks.

The command address mput/output block AWORD may
include a CA recerver 312 and a command decoder 313. The
CA receiver 312 may sample each of the command/address
signals CA received from the first pins P1 based on the clock
signal CK received from the second pin P2 to obtain the
command CMD. The command decoder 313 may generate
the control signal C'TR based on the command CMD and
transmit the control signal CTR to the data input/output
blocks DWORDO0 and DWORDI1, respectively. Components
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of the data mput/output blocks DWORDO0 and DWORD1
may operate 1n response to the control signal CIR. The
clock signal CK may be transmitted to each of the data
input/output blocks DWORD0 and DWORDI.

The data mput/output block DWORDO0 may include a
WDQS divider 314, a WDQS tree 315, a {irst transmitter
316, first and second receivers 317a and 3175, and second
and third transmitters 318a and 3185. The WDQS tree 3135
may correspond to the WDQS tree 211 described with
reference to FIGS. 7 and 10, and the first transmitter 316
may correspond to the transmitter 214 of FIG. 10. The first
and second receivers 317a and 3175 correspond to the first
receiver group 212 of FIG. 7, and the second and third
transmitters 318a and 3186 may correspond to the first
transmitter group 215 of FIG. 10. For convenience of
explanation, the configuration of the buffer die 310 1s

described based on the data mput/output block DWORDO,
and the data mput/output block DWORDO0 and the data
input/output block DWORD1 may be configured 1dentically.

The WDQS divider 314 may generate internal write data
strobe signals dWDQS based on the write data strobe signal
WDQS recerved from the third pin P3. For example, the
WDQS divider 314 may generate internal write data strobe
signals dWDQS toggling with different phases based on the
write data strobe signal WDQS. In this case, the frequenc
of each of the internal write data strobe signals dWDQS may
be smaller than the frequency of the write data strobe signal
WDQS.

The WDQS tree 315 may transmit internal write data
strobe signals dWDQS to the recervers 317aq and 3175 and
the transmitters 316, 318a, 3185 of the data iput/output
block DWORDO through a plurality of repeaters. Accord-
ingly, each of the internal write data strobe signals

dWDQS11, dWDQS21, dwDQS22, dWDQS31, and
dWDQS32 provided to the first transmitter 316, the first and
second receivers 317a and 3175, and the second and third
transmitters 318a and 3186 may be signals 1n which the
internal write data strobe signals dWDQS are delayed by the
WDQS tree 315. For example, the internal write data strobe
signals dWDQS11 may be provided to the first transmitter
316 through repeaters on the first path, and the internal write
data strobe signals dWDQS21, dWDQS22, dWD(QS31, and
dWDQS32 may be provided to the first and second receivers
317a and 31754, and the second and third transmitters 318a
and 3185 through repeaters on the second path. In this case,
toggle timing of the internal write data strobe signals
dWDQS21, dWDQS22, dWDQS31, and dWDQS32 may be
the same. Accordingly, the toggle timing skew between the
internal write data strobe signals dWDQS21, dWDQS22,
dWDQS31, and dWDQS32 can be minimized.

FI1G. 14 illustrates that internal write data strobe signals
dWDQS generated from the write data strobe signal WDQS
are transmitted by the WDQS tree 315, but the example
embodiment 1s not limited thereto. For example, as
described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 12, the write data
strobe signal WDQS may be transmitted by the WDQS tree
315.

The first transmitter 316 may generate a read data strobe
signal RDQS based on toggle timing of the internal write
data strobe signals dWDQS11. The read data strobe signal
RDQS may be transmitted to the host device through the
fourth pin P4.

The first receiver 317a may sample the first data signal
DQ1 recerved from the fifth pin P35 of the pin group PG
based on toggle timing of the internal write data strobe
signals dWDQS21. The second receiver 3176 may sample
the second data signal DQ2 received from the sixth pin P6
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of the pin group PG based on toggle timing of the internal
write data strobe signals dWDQS22. For example, when the
toggle timing of the internal write data strobe signals
dWDQS21 and the internal write data strobe signals
dWDQS22 are the same, the first and second receivers 317a
and 317b may sample the first data signal DQ1 and the
second data signal D(Q2 at the same time. As described with
reference to FIGS. 1 to 12, since the first data signal DQ1
and the second data signal DQ2 from the host device are
inputted at the same timing through the fifth pin P5 and the
sixth pin P6 according to the training result for the pin group
PG, even if the first data signal DQ1 and the second data
signal DQ2 are sampled at the same time, the data bit error
rate may be optimized.

The second transmitter 318a may transmit the first data
signal DQ1 to the host device through the fifth pin P5 of the
pin group PG based on toggle timing of the internal write
data strobe signals dWDQS31. The third transmitter 3185
may transmit the second data signal DQ2 to the host device
through the sixth pin P6 of the pin group PG based on toggle
timing of the internal write data strobe signals dWD(QS33.
For example, when the toggle timing of the internal write
data strobe signals dWDQS31 and the internal write data
strobe signals dWDQS32 are the same, the second trans-
mitter 318a and the third transmaitter 3186 may transmit the
first data signal DQ1 and the second data signal DQ2 to the
host device at the same time. And the first data signal DQ1
and the second data signal D()2 may reach the host device
at same time. Accordingly, even 1f the host device samples
the first data signal DQ1 and the second data signal DQ2 at
the same time according to the training result for the pin
group PG, the data bit error rate can be optimized.

FIG. 14 1illustrates that the data input/output block
DWORDO transmits and receives data signals through one
pin group PG, but the example embodiment 1s not limited
thereto. For example, the data input/output block DWORDO
may transmit/recerve data signals through at least two or
more pin groups, as described with reference to FIGS. 3 to
12.

FIG. 15 shows an example pin map of pins included in the
stacked memory device of FIG. 13. Specifically, the pin map
PMAP of FIG. 15 may correspond to one data input/output

block DWORD of one channel.

Referring to FIGS. 13 and 15, a ground voltage VSS and
power voltages VDDQ and VDDQL may be supplied to the
physical layer 311 through pins of a pin map PMAP. Also,
the physical layer 311 may receive mput/output signals such
as 1irst to 32nd data signals DQ1 to DQ32, first and second
error correction code signals ECC1 and ECC2, data parity
signal DPAR, first and second redundant data signals RD1
and RD2, write data strobe signals WDQS_t and WDQS_c,
first to fourth data bus mversion signals DBI1 to DBI4, first
and second error severity signals SEV1 and SEV2, and a
data error signal DERR from the host device or transmit the
input/output signals to the host device through pins 1n the pin
map PMAP.

The power supply voltage VDDQ may be a voltage used
for the overall operation of the butfler die 310, and the power
supply voltage VDDQL may be a voltage used to transmit
input/output signals from the bufler die 310 to the core dies
320 to 350 through a TSV. In an example embodiment, the
power voltage VDDQ may be greater than the power voltage
VDDQL. For example, the power voltage VDDQ may be
1.1V, and the power voltage VDDQL may be 0.4V.

Each of the first to 32nd data signals DQ1 to D(Q32 may
be a signal for transmaitting data. Each of the first and second
error correction code signals ECC1 and ECC2 may be a
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signal for controlling enable or disable of the ECC circuit.
The data parity signal DPAR may include a parity bit

associated with data included in the data signals DQ1 to
DQ32. The first and second redundant data signals RD1 and
RD2 may be signals for transmitting additional data other

than the data included 1n the first to 32nd data signals DQ1
to DQ32. The write data strobe signals WDQS_t and
WDQS_c may be received from the host device as a
differential pair. The first to fourth data bus inversion signals
DBI1 to DBI4 may be signals indicating whether code
iversion encoding 1s applied to the first to 32nd data signals
DQ1 to DQ32. The first and second error severity signals
SEV1 and SEV2 may be signals indicating an amount of
error when an error of data 1s detected based on a parity bait.
The data error signal DERR may be a signal indicating
whether an error 1s detected according to the error detection
by the ECC circuit. Input/output signals including data
signals DQ1 to DQ32 may be sampled based on write data
strobe signals WDQS_t and WDQS_c or transmitted to a
host device, as described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 12.

Pins for transmitting/receiving input/output signals of a
pin map PMAP may be divided mnto a plurality of pin
groups. In this case, each of the pin groups may include pins

for transmitting and receiving one or more data signals D(Q
and one or more control signals (e.g., WDQS, RDQS, DBI,

DPAR, ECC, DERR, SEV, and the like). For example, as
shown 1 FIG. 15, pins for transmitting and receiving
input/output signals of the pin map PMAP may be divided
into first to sixth pin groups PG1 to PG6.

The first to sixth pin groups PG1 to PG6 may be disposed
in the first to sixth regions PGA1 to PGA®6, respectively. The
first to sixth regions PGA1 to PGA6 may include the power
areca PA1. Pins for receiving the power voltage VDDQL may
be disposed 1n the power area PAl. In an example embodi-
ment, the pins of each of the first to sixth pin groups PG1 to

PG6 may be disposed to be symmetrical with respect to the
power area PAl. For example, the pins DQ1, DQ2, D(Q3,

and ECC1 of the first pin group PG1 and the pins DQ9,
DQ10, DQ11, and ECC2 of the first pin group PG1 may be
disposed to be symmetrical with respect to the power area
PA1. However, the example embodiment 1s not limited
thereto.

The power area PA2 may be positioned between the first
to third regions PGA1 to PGA3 and the fourth to sixth
regions PGA4 to PGA6. Pins for receiving the power
voltage VDDQ and the ground voltage VSS may be dis-
posed 1n the power area PA2. That 1s, the first to third regions
PGA1 to PGA3 and the fourth to sixth regions PGA4 to
PGA6 may be symmetrically positioned with respect to the
power area PA2.

Each of the first to sixth pin groups PG1 to PG6 may
include pins for transmitting and receiving one or more data
signals D(Q and one or more control signals. In this case, the
pin arrangement structures of the first to third pin groups
PG1 to PG3 may be the same, and the pin arrangement
structures of the fourth to sixth pin groups PG4 to PG6 may
be the same. In addition, the second pin group PG2 includes
pins for receiving write data strobe signals WDQS_t and
WDQS_c, and the remaining pin groups PG1 and PG3 to
PG6 may not include pins for receiving write data strobe
signals WDQS_t and WDQS_c. FIG. 15 shows that each of
the pin groups include at least or exactly eight pins for
transmitting and receirving input/output signals (1.e., data
signals DQ and control signals), but the example embodi-
ment 1s not limited thereto, and the number and type of pins
included in one pin group may be variously changed.
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For each of the first to sixth pin groups PG1 to PG6,
training may be performed for each pin group, as described
with reference to FIGS. 1 to 12. For example, transmission
timing and/or receiving timing corresponding to the pin
group may be determined through traiming on one of the pin
groups. Accordingly, a traiming value (e.g., transmission
timing of mput/output signals or receiving timing of input/
output signals) corresponding to one pin group may be
determined 1dentically.

Each of the data signals DQ transmitted and received
through one pin group may be sampled at the same time or
transmitted to the host device at the same time, as described
with reference to FIGS. 1 to 12. For this, the internal write
data strobe signals dWDQS generated from the write data
strobe signals WDQS_t and/or WDQS_c¢ may be respec-
tively reached to each of the transmitters and each of the
receivers for transmitting and recerving (1.e. sampling) data
signals DQ according to the same delay time by the WDQS
tree (e.g., the WDQS tree 315 in FIG. 14). For example, the

internal write data strobe signals dWDQS may be reached to
cach of the transmitters and each of the receivers for
transmitting and receiving data signals DQ1, DQ2, DQ3,
DQ9, DQ10, and DQ11 according to the same delay time.

FIG. 16 shows an example configuration of a WDQS tree

corresponding to the pin map of FIG. 15. Referring to FIGS.
15 and 16, the WDQS tree W1TREE may include a plurality

of repeaters RPT1 to RPT4. The plurality of repeaters RPT1
to RPT4 may be disposed on a region 1n which pins of the
pin map PMAP are arranged. For example, the plurality of
repeaters RPT1 to RPT4 may be disposed on the first to sixth
regions PGA1 to PGAG6. For example, the repeaters RP11 to
RPT4 may transmit the write data strobe signal WDQS to
circuits (e.g., a transmitter and a receiver) on each region by
an H-tree method.

The first repeater RP11 may receive internal write data
strobe signals dWDQS generated from write data strobe
signals WDQS_t and/or WDQS_c, and transmait the internal
write data strobe signals dWDQS to the second repeaters
RPT2. Each of the second repeaters RPT2 may transmit
internal write data strobe signals dWDQS transmitted from
the first repeater RPT1 to the third repeaters RPT3. For
example, the second repeater RPT2 disposed 1n the second
region PGA2 transmits the internal write data strobe signals
dWDQS to the third repeaters RPT3 disposed 1n the first to
third regions PGA1 to PGA3.

Each of the third repeaters RP13 may transmit internal
write data strobe signals dWDQS transmitted from the
second repeater RPT2 to the fourth repeaters RPT4. For
example, the third repeater RPT3 disposed 1n the first region
PGA1 transmits the internal write data strobe signals
dWDQS to the fourth repeaters RPT4a and RPT45b disposed
in the first region PGAL.

Each of the fourth repeaters RPT4 may transmit the
internal write data strobe signals dWDQS transmitted from
the third repeater RPT3 to adjacent transmitters and receiv-
ers. For example, the fourth repeater RPT4a may transmit
internal write data strobe signals dWDQS to each of the
transmitters and each of the receivers for transmitting and
receiving data signals DQ1, DQ2, and DQ3. The fourth
repeater RPT4b may transmit the internal write data strobe
signals dWDQS to each of the transmitters and each of the
receivers for transmitting and receiving data signals D(Q9,
DQ10, and DQ11. In this case, the fourth repeaters RPT4a
and RPT4b may be arranged such that internal write data
strobe signals dWDQS are reached to the each of the
transmitters and each of the receivers according to the same
delay time. For example, the fourth repeaters RP14aq and
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RPT4b may be disposed to have the same distance from the
third repeater RPT3 of the first region PGA1. Accordingly,
the internal write data strobe signals dWDQS are reached at
the same timing to each of the transmitters and each of the
receivers for transmitting and receiving data signals D(Q1,
DQ2, DQ3, DQ9, DQ10, and DQ11 through repeaters on
different paths.

In an example embodiment, repeaters on two of the
regions PGA1 to PGA6 may be arranged to be symmetrical
with respect to the power area PA2 of FIG. 15. For example,

the third repeaters RPT3 and the fourth repeaters RPT4 on
the first region PGA1 and the third repeaters RPT3 and
tourth repeaters RP14 on the fourth region PGA4 may be
arranged to be symmetric with respect to the power area
PA2. In this case, the layouts of the repeaters RPT3 and
RPT4 on the first region PGA1 and the layouts of the
repeaters RPT3 and RPT4 on the fourth region PGA4 may
be the same. In this way, layouts of circuits disposed on two
of the regions PGA1 to PGA6 may be the same.

In an example embodiment, repeaters on two of the
regions PGA1 to PGA6 may be arranged to be symmetrical
with respect to the power area PA2 of FIG. 15. For example,
the fourth repeaters RP14 on the first region PGA1 may be
disposed to be symmetrical with respect to the power area
PA1.

As described above, when the internal write data strobe
signals dWDQS are transmitted based on the plurality of
repeaters RPT1 to RPT4, each of the data signals DQ
received through one data pin group may be sampled at the
same time, and each of the data signals DQ may be trans-
mitted to the host device at the same time through one data
pin group.

FIG. 16 shows that the transmission timing of the internal
write data strobe signals dWDQS 1s controlled through the
same number of repeaters (e.g., four repeaters RPT1 to
RPT4), but the example embodiment 1s not limited thereto.
For example, by setting the drive capability of repeaters
differently or by using a separate resistor or a circuit element
such as a capacitor, toggle timing of the internal write data
strobe signals dWDQS transmitted to each of the transmit-
ters and each of the receivers may be adjusted. Accordingly,
the sampling timing skew in the write operation and/or data
skew 1n the read operation may be compensated by adding
dummy loads.

FI1G. 17 1s a diagram 1llustrating a semiconductor package
according to some example embodiments of inventive con-
cepts. Referring to FIG. 17, the semiconductor package
1000 may include a stacked memory device 1100, a system-
on-chip 1200, an interposer 1300, and a package substrate
1400. The stacked memory device 1100 may include a builer
die 1110 and core dies 1120 to 1150. The bufler die 1110 may
correspond to the bufler die 310 of FIG. 13, and each of the
core dies 1120 to 1150 may correspond to each of the core
dies 320 to 350 of FIG. 13.

Each of the core dies 1120 to 1150 may include memory
cells for storing data. The bufler die 1110 may include a
physical layer 1111 and a direct access region (DAB) 1112.
The physical layer 1111 may be electrically connected to the
physical layer 1210 of the system-on-chip 1200 through the
interposer 1300. The stacked memory device 1100 may
receive mput/output signals from the system-on-chip 1200
through the physical layer 1111 or may transmit input/output
signals to the system-on-chip 1200. The physical layer 1111
may 1include the interface circuit of the bufler die 310
described with reference to FIG. 14.

The direct access region 1112 may provide an access path
for testing the stacked memory device 1100 without going
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through the system-on-chip 1200. The direct access region
1112 may include conducting means (e.g., ports or pins)
capable of direct communication with an external test
device. The test signal received through the direct access
region 1112 may be transmitted to the core dies 1120 to 1150
through TSVs. Data read from the core dies 1120 to 1150 for
testing the core dies 1120 to 1150 may be transmitted to the
test apparatus through TSVs and the direct access region
1112. Accordingly, a direct access test for the core dies 1120
to 1150 may be performed.

The bufler die 1110 and the core dies 1120 to 1150 may
be electrically connected to each other through TSVs 1101
and bumps 1102. For example, the bumps 1102 may corre-
spond to the pins described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 16.
The butfler die 1110 may receive mput/output signals pro-
vided to each channel from the system-on-chip 1200 through
the bumps 1102 allocated for each channel, or transmit
input/output signals to the system-on-chip 1200 through the
bumps 1102. For example, the bumps 1102 may be micro
bumps.

The system-on-chip 1200 may execute applications sup-
ported by the semiconductor package 1000 using the stacked
memory device 1100. For example, the system-on-chip 1200
may include at least one processor among a Central Pro-
cessing Unit (CPU), an Application Processor (AP), a
Graphics Processing Unit (GPU), a Neural Processing Unit
(NPU), a Tensor Processing Umt (TPU), a Vision Processing,
Unit (VPU), an Image Signal Processor (ISP), and a Digital
Signal Processor (DSP) to execute specialized operations.

The system-on-chip 1200 may control the overall opera-
tion of the stacked memory device 1100. The system-on-
chip 1200 may include a physical layer 1210. The physical
layer 1210 may include an interface circuit for transmitting
and receiving input/output signals to and from the physical
layer 1111 of the stacked memory device 1100. For example,
the system-on-chip 1200 and the physical layer 1210 may
correspond to the memory controller 100 and the host
interface circuit 110 described with reference to FIGS. 1 to
12, respectively. The system-on-chip 1200 may provide
various 1nput/output signals to the physical layer 1111
through the physical layer 1210. Signals provided to the
physical layer 1111 may be transmitted to the core dies 1120
to 1150 through an interface circuit of the physical layer
1111 and the TSVs 1101.

The iterposer 1300 may connect the stacked memory
device 1100 and the system-on-chip 1200. The interposer
1300 may connect between the physical layer 1111 of the
stacked memory device 1100 and the physical layer 1210 of
the system-on-chip 1200, and provide physical paths formed
using conductive matenials. Accordingly, the stacked
memory device 1100 and the system-on-chip 1200 are
stacked on the interposer 1300 to transmit/receive input/
output signals.

Bumps 1103 may be attached to an upper portion of the
package substrate 1400, and solder balls 1104 may be
attached to a lower portion of the package substrate 1400.
For example, the bumps 1103 may be flip-chip bumps. The
interposer 1300 may be stacked on the package substrate
1400 through the bumps 1103. The semiconductor package
1000 may transmit and receive signals with other external
packages or semiconductor devices through the solder ball
1104. For example, the package substrate 1400 may be a
printed circuit board (PCB).

In an example embodiment, the system-on-chip 1200
trains the bumps 1102 for transmitting input/output signals
to the physical layer 1111 by each group, as described with
reference to FIGS. 1 to 16. According to training, output
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timing of data signals outputted from the physical layer 1210
through one bump group of the system-on-chip 1200 may be
the same. In order for the output data signals to reach the
physical layer 1111 at the same timing, lengths of signal
lines of the interposer 1300 connecting one bump group of
the system-on-chip 1200 and the corresponding bump group
of the stacked memory device 1100 may be the same.

FIG. 18 15 a diagram 1llustrating a semiconductor package
according to some example embodiments of inventive con-
cepts. Referring to FIG. 18, the semiconductor package
2000 may include a plurality of stacked memory devices
2100 and a system-on-chip 2200. The stacked memory
devices 2100 and the system-on-chip 2200 may be stacked
on the interposer 2300, and the mterposer 2300 may be
stacked on the package substrate 2400. The semiconductor
package 2000 may transmit and receive signals to and from
other external packages or semiconductor devices through a
solder ball 2001 attached under the package substrate 2400.

Each of the stacked memory devices 2100 may be imple-
mented based on the HBM standard. However, the example
embodiment 1s not limited thereto, and each of the stacked
memory devices 2100 may be implemented based on
GDDR, HMC, or Wide I/0O standards. The stacked memory
devices 2100 may correspond to the stacked memory
devices 300 and 1100 of FIGS. 13 and 17, respectively.

The system-on-chip 2200 may include at least one pro-
cessor such as a CPU, AP, GPU, and NPU, and a plurality
of memory controllers for controlling the plurality of
stacked memory devices 2100. Each of the memory con-
trollers may correspond to the memory controller 100 of
FIG. 1. The system-on-chip 2200 may transmit/receive
input/output signals to and from a corresponding stacked
memory device through a memory controller.

FIG. 19 1s a block diagram illustrating a computing
system according to some example embodiments of mnven-
tive concepts. The computing system 3000 may be imple-
mented as a single electronic device, or may be distributed
and implemented on two or more electronic devices. For
example, the computing system 3000 may be implemented
with at least one of various electronic devices such as
desktop computers, laptop computers, tablet computers,
smartphones, autonomous vehicles, digital cameras, wear-
able devices, healthcare devices, server systems, data cen-
ters, drones, handheld game console, Internet of Things
(Io'T) devices, graphic accelerators, Al accelerators, and the
like.

Referring to FIG. 19, the computing system 3000 may
include a host 3100, an accelerator subsystem 3200, and an
interconnect 3300. The host 3100 may control the overall
operation of the accelerator subsystem 3200, and the accel-
erator subsystem 3200 may operate under the control of the
host 3100. The host 3100 and the accelerator subsystem
3200 may be connected through the interconnect 3300.
Various signals and data may be transmitted and received
between the host 3100 and the accelerator subsystem 3200
through the interconnect 3300.

The host 3100 may include a host processor 3110, a host
memory controller 3120, a host memory 3130, and an
interface 3140. The host processor 3110 may control the
overall operation of the computing system 3000. The host
processor 3110 may control the host memory 3130 through
the host memory controller 3120. The host processor 3110
may control the accelerator subsystem 3200 connected
through the interconnect 3300. For example, the host pro-
cessor 3110 may transmit a command to the accelerator
subsystem 3200 to allocate a task to the accelerator subsys-

tem 3200.
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The host processor 3110 may be a general-purpose pro-
cessor or a main processor that performs general operations
related to various operations of the computing system 3000.
For example, the host processor 3110 may be a CPU or an
AP.

The host memory 3130 may be a main memory of the
computing system 3000. The host memory 3130 may store
data processed by the host processor 3110 or may store data
received from the accelerator subsystem 3200. For example,
the host memory 3130 may be implemented with DRAM.

The mterface 3140 may be configured to allow the host
3100 to communicate with the accelerator subsystem 3200.
The host processor 3110 may transmit control signals and
data to the accelerator subsystem 3200 through the interface
3140 and may receirve signals and data from the accelerator
subsystem 3200. In an example embodiment, the host pro-
cessor 3110, the host memory controller 3120, and the
interface 3140 may be implemented as a single chip.

The accelerator subsystem 3200 may perform a specific
function under the control of the host 3100. For example, the
accelerator subsystem 3200 may perform operations spe-
cialized for a specific application under the control of the
host 3100. The accelerator subsystem 3200 may be 1imple-
mented 1n various forms such as a module, a card, a package,
a chip, or a device so as to be physically or electrically
connected to the host 3100, or may be connected to the host
3100 by wire or wirelessly. For example, the accelerator
subsystem 3200 may be implemented as one of the semi-
conductor packages described with reference to FIGS. 17
and 18. For example, the accelerator subsystem 3200 may be
implemented as a graphics card or accelerator card. For
example, the accelerator subsystem 3200 may be imple-
mented based on a Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA)
or an Application Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC).

In an example embodiment, the accelerator subsystem
3200 may be implemented based on one of various pack-
aging techmiques. For example, the accelerator subsystem
3200 may be implemented with a packaging techmque such
as Ball Grid Arrays (BGAs), MCP (Multi Chip Package),
SOP (System on Package), SIP (System 1n Package), POP
(Package on Package), Chip scale packages (CSPs), waler
level package (WLP), or panel level package (PLP). As an
example, some or all components of the accelerator subsys-
tem 3200 may be connected through copper-to-copper bond-
ing. As an example, some or all components of the accel-
crator subsystem 3200 may be connected through an
interposer such as a silicon interposer, an organic interposer,
a glass 1terposer, or an active interposer. As an example,
some or all components of the accelerator subsystem 3200
may be stacked based on the TSV. As an example, some or
all of the components of the accelerator subsystem 3200
may be connected through a high-speed connection passage
(e.g., a silicon bridge).

The accelerator subsystem 3200 may include a dedicated
processor 3210, a local memory controller 3220, a local
memory 3230, and a host interface 3240. The dedicated
processor 3210 may operate under the control of the host
processor 3110. For example, the dedicated processor 3210
may read data from the local memory 3230 through the local
memory controller 3220 1n response to a command of the
host processor 3110. The dedicated processor 3210 may
process data by performing an operation based on the read
data. The dedicated processor 3210 may transmit the pro-
cessed data to the host processor 3110 or may write the
processed data to the local memory 3230.

The dedicated processor 3210 may perform operations
specialized for a specific application based on a value stored
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in the local memory 3230. For example, the dedicated
processor 4210 may perform operations specialized for
applications such as artificial intelligence, streaming analy-
s1s, video transcoding, data indexing, data encoding/decod-
ing, and data encryption. Accordingly, the dedicated proces-
sor 3210 may process various types of data such as image
data, voice data, motion data, biometric data, and key values.
For example, the dedicated processor 3210 may include at
least one of GPU, NPU, TPU, VPU, ISP, and DSP.

The dedicated processor 3210 may include one processor
core, or may include a plurality of processor cores such as
a dual core, a quad core, and a hexa core. In an example
embodiment, the dedicated processor 3210 may include a
larger number of cores than the host processor 3110 for an
operation specialized 1n parallelism. For example, the dedi-
cated processor 3210 may include 1000 or more cores.

The local memory controller 3220 may control the overall
operation of the local memory 3230. In an example embodi-
ment, the local memory controller 3220 may perform Error
Correction Code (ECC) encoding and ECC decoding, or
perform data verification using a cyclic redundancy check
(CRC) method, or may perform data encryption and data
decryption.

The local memory 3230 may be used exclusively by the
dedicated processor 3210. In an example embodiment, the
local memory 3230 may be implemented 1n various forms
such as a die, a chip, a package, a module, a card, or a device
to be mounted on one board together with the dedicated
processor 3210, or connected to the dedicated processor
3210 based on a separate connector.

In an example embodiment, the local memory controller
3220 may correspond to the memory controller 100 of FIG.
1, and the local memory 3230 may correspond to the
memory device 200 of FIG. 1 and the stacked memory
device 300 of FIG. 13. Accordingly, the local memory
controller 3220 may perform training for each group on the
pins of the local memory 3230, and the local memory
controller 3220 and the local memory 3230 may be config-
ured to support group-specific training.

In an example embodiment, the local memory 3230 may
include a logic circuit capable of performing some opera-
tions. The logic circuit may perform a linear operation, a
comparison operation, a compression operation, a data con-
version operation, an arithmetic operation, or the like on
data read from the local memory 3230 or data to be written
to the local memory 3230. Accordingly, the size of data
processed by the logic circuit can be reduced. When the data
size 1s reduced, bandwidth efliciency between the local
memory 3230 and the local memory controller 3220 may be
improved.

The host interface 3240 may be configured such that the
accelerator subsystem 3200 communicates with the host
3100. The accelerator subsystem 3200 may transmit signals
and data to the host 3100 through the host interface 3240 and
may receive control signals and data from the host 3100. In
an example embodiment, the dedicated processor 3210, the
local memory controller 3220, and the host mterface 3240
may be implemented as a single chip.

The interconnect 3300 provides a data transmission path
between the host 3100 and the accelerator subsystem 3200,
and may serve as a data bus or data link. The data trans-
mission path may be formed by wire or wireless. The
interface 3140 and the host interface 3240 may communi-
cate based on a predetermined protocol through the inter-
connect 3300. For example, the interfaces 3140 and 3240
may communicate based on one of various standards such as
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(SATA), external SATA (e-SATA), Small Computer Small
Interface (SCSI), Sernial Attached SCSI (SAS), Peripheral
Component Interconnection (PCI), PCI express (PCle),
NVM express (NVMe), Advanced eXtensible Interface
(AXI), ARM Microcontroller Bus Architecture (AMBA),
IEEE 1394, universal serial bus (USB), secure digital (SD)
card, multi-media card (MMC), embedded multi-media card
(eMMC), Umiversal Flash Storage (UFS), compact flash
(CF), Gen-Z, and the like. Alternatively, the interfaces 3140
and 3240 may communicate based on a communication link
between devices such as open Coherent Accelerator Proces-
sor Interface (CAPI), Cache Coherent Interconnect for
Accelerators (CCIX), Compute Express Link (CXL), and
NVLINK. Alternatively, the interfaces 4140 and 4240 may
communicate based on a wireless communication technol-
ogy such as LTE, 5G, LTE-M, NB-IoT, LPWAN, Bluetooth,
Near Field Communication (NFC), Zigbee, Z-Wave,
WLAN, and the like.

In an example embodiment, the accelerator subsystem
3200 may further include a sensor capable of detecting
image data, voice data, motion data, biometric data, and
surrounding environment information. When the sensor 1s
included 1n the accelerator subsystem 3200, the sensor may
be connected to other components (e.g., the dedicated pro-
cessor 3210 and the local memory 3230) based on the
above-described packaging technique. The accelerator sub-
system 3200 may process data sensed through a sensor
based on specific operations.

FIG. 19 shows that the dedicated processor 3210 uses one
local memory 3230 through one local memory controller
3220, but the example embodiment 1s not limited thereto. As
an example, the dedicated processor 3210 may use a plu-
rality of local memories through one local memory control-
ler 3220. As another example, the dedicated processor 3210
may use a local memory corresponding to each of the
plurality of local memory controllers. As another example,
the dedicated processor 3210 may use a local memory
corresponding to each of the plurality of local memory
controllers.

Certain elements described herein such as a “controller”
or a “tree” or a “repeater”’ or a “unit block”, and/or certain
clements ending in “-er” or *““-or’, may be embodied as
hardware or a combination of hardware and software. For
example, elements may include processing circuitry such as
hardware including logic circuits; a hardware/software com-
bination such as a processor executing software; or a com-
bination thereol. For example, the processing circuitry more
specifically may include, but 1s not limited to, a central
processing unit (CPU), an arithmetic logic umt (ALU), a
digital signal processor, a microcomputer, a field program-
mable gate array (FPGA), a System-on-Chip (S0C), a pro-
grammable logic unit, a microprocessor, application-specific
integrated circuit (ASIC), etc.

While the inventive concepts has been particularly shown
and described with reference to embodiments thereof, 1t will
be understood that various changes in form and details may
be made therein without departing from the spirit and scope
of the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1is:

1. A memory device comprising:

first power pins disposed 1n a first power area and con-
figured to receive a first power voltage;

data pins configured to transmit or receive data signals,
the data pins being disposed 1n a first region and a
second region, the first region and the second region
cach including a portion of the first power area;
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control pins configured to transmit or receive control
signals, the control pins being disposed 1n the first
region and the second region;

second power pins disposed 1n a second power area
between the first region and the second region, the
second power pins configured to receive a second
power voltage different from the first power voltage;
and

ground pins disposed in the second power area and
configured to receive a ground voltage,

wherein the data pins and the control pins are divided into
a plurality of pin groups, and

wherein a training value including transmission timing or
receiving timing for each pin group of the plurality of
pin groups 1s determined based on training at least one
pin from each group of the plurality of pin groups.

2. The memory device of claim 1, wherein control pins of

a first pin group from among the plurality of pin groups
comprise a pin configured to recerve a write data strobe
signal, and

control pins of a second pin group from among the
plurality of pin groups do not comprise the pin config-
ured to recerve the write data strobe signal.

3. The memory device of claim 2, wherein the memory
device 1s configured to sample the data signals and the
control signals based on the write data strobe signal.

4. The memory device of claim 2, wherein the memory
device 1s configured to transmit the data signals and the
control signals based on the write data strobe signal.

5. The memory device of claim 2, further comprising;:

a plurality of repeater circuitries configured to transmit
the write data strobe signal to a region 1 which the
second pin group 1s located.

6. The memory device of claim 5, wherein from among
the plurality of repeater circuitries, a first repeater circuitry
and a second repeater circuitry are arranged to be symmetri-
cal with respect to the first power area.

7. The memory device of claim 2, wherein the control pins
of the second pin group comprise a pin configured to
transmit or to receive at least one of an error correction code
signal, a data parity signal, a data bus inversion signal, an
error severity signal, and a data error signal.

8. The memory device of claim 1, wherein the first power
voltage 1s less than the second power voltage.

9. The memory device of claim 1, wherein pins of each of
the plurality of pin groups are arranged to be symmetrical
with respect to the first power area.

10. The memory device of claim 1, wherein each of the
plurality of pin groups comprises at least eight pins.

11. A memory device comprising:

a first pin group including a first data pin configured to
transmit or receive a first data signal and a first control
pin configured to transmit or receive a first control
signal;

a second pin group ncluding a second data pin configured
to transmit or receive a second data signal and a second
control pin configured to transmit or receirve a second
control signal;

a third control pin configured to receive a write data strobe
signal;

first power pins configured to receive a first power volt-
age, the first power pins being located 1n a first power
area positioned in each of a first region 1 which the
first pin group 1s located and a second region 1n which
the second pin group 1s located;

second power pins configured to receive a second power
voltage different from the first power voltage, the
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second power pins being located 1n a second power
area positioned between the first region and the second
region;

ground pins configured to receive a ground voltage, the
ground pins being located 1n the second power area;
and

a write data strobe tree circuitry configured to transmit a
first internal write data strobe signal with a first toggle
timing to a first circuit block corresponding to the first
pin group and to transmit a second internal write data
strobe signal with a second toggle timing to a second
circuit block corresponding to the second pin group,
based on the write data strobe signal,

wherein the first toggle timing 1s different from the second
toggle timing.

12. The memory device of claim 11, wherein pins of the
first pin group and pins of the second pin group are arranged
to be symmetrical with respect to the second power area.

13. The memory device of claim 11, wherein a first
training value including transmission timing or receiving
timing of the first pin group 1s determined based on training
one of the first data pin and the first control pin, and a second
training value including transmission timing or receiving
timing of the second pin group 1s determined based on
training one of the second data pin and the second control
pin.

14. The memory device of claim 11, wherein the first
circuit block configured to receive the first data signal and
the first control signal transmitted through the first pin group
and to sample the first data signal and the first control signal
based on the first internal write data strobe signal, and

the second circuit block configured to receive the second
data signal and the second control signal transmaitted
through the second pin group and to sample the second
data signal and the second control signal based on the
second internal write data strobe signal.

15. The memory device of claim 11, wherein the write
data strobe tree circuitry includes first repeater circuitries on
the first region and second repeater circuitries on the second
region, and the first repeater circuitries and the second
repeater circuitries are arranged symmetrical with respect to
the second power area.

16. The memory device of claim 11, wherein a layout of
circuits on the first region 1s the same as a layout of circuits
on the second region.

17. A memory device comprising:

a write data strobe pin configured to receive a write data

strobe signal;

a first pin group configured to receive first data signals
sampled based on the write data strobe signal; and

a second pin group configured to receive second data
signals sampled based on the write data strobe signal,

wherein a first training value of the first pin group 1is
determined based on training a first pin of the first pin
group, and

a second training value of the second pin group of pins 1s
determined based on training a second pin of the
second pin group.

18. The memory device of claim 17, further comprising;:

a first recerver group configured to receive the first data
signals transmitted through the first pin group;

a second recerver group configured to receive the second
data signals transmitted through the second pin group;
and

a write data strobe tree circuitry configured to transmit a
first internal write data strobe signal to the first receiver
group through repeater circuitries on a first path and to
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transmit a second internal write data strobe signal to the
second recerver group through repeater circuitries on a
second path, based on the write data strobe signal
transmitted through the write data strobe pin,
wherein the first recerver group 1s configured to sample 5
the first data signals based on toggle timing of the first
internal write data strobe signal, and
the second recerver group 1s configured to sample the
second data signals based on toggle timing of the
second internal write data strobe signal. 10
19. The memory device of claim 18, wherein receivers of
the first receiver group are arranged at the same distance
from a repeater circuitry of the repeater circuitries located
last on the first path.
20. The memory device of claim 18, wherein lengths of 15
signal lines that transmit the first data signals from the first

group ol pins to the first recerver group are the same.
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