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COMMUNICATION APPARATUS AND
METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 USC § 119(a)
of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2019-0170827, filed
on Dec. 19, 2019, in the Korean Intellectual Property Oflice,
the entire disclosure of which 1s 1corporated herein by
reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND
1. Field

The following description relates to a communication
apparatus and commumication method.

2. Description of Related Art

With the development of information and communication
technologies, Internet of Things (IoT) devices that transmit
and recerve data in real time by attaching sensors to various
devices or components, have become common. IoT devices
are subminiature wireless transceivers that perform commu-
nications at low power to exchange and process information
among distributed components. To implement subminiature
and low-power communication systems of IoT devices,
wireless communication systems with adequate reception

sensitivity and low power should be performed without a
response delay.

SUMMARY

This Summary 1s provided to introduce a selection of
concepts 1 a sumplified form that are further described
below 1n the Detailed Description. This Summary 1s not
intended to i1dentily key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor 1s 1t intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

In a general aspect, a communication apparatus includes
an antenna configured to receive a wireless signal, an
oscillator, configured to be driven by a driving current, and
configured to generate an oscillating signal based on the
wireless signal, a measurer configured to measure an oscil-
lation degree of the oscillating signal; and an accumulator
configured to accumulate a difference between a target value
and a measurement value of the oscillation degree, wherein
a value of the wireless signal 1s determined based on a
cumulative signal corresponding to the accumulate difler-
ence.

The value of the wireless signal may be determined based
on a change trend 1n the cumulative signal over a period of
time.

The value of the wireless signal may be determined based
on a determination that the cumulative signal gradually
increases or decreases over a period of time.

The driving current may be controlled based on the
cumulative signal.

A magnitude and/or a duty ratio of the driving current may
be controlled based on the cumulative signal.

The oscillator may be further configured to generate the
oscillating signal with a startup time that decreases as a
magnitude and/or a duty ratio of the driving current
Increases.
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2

The driving current 1s controlled to reduce a magnitude of
the cumulative signal.

The measurement value may be determined based on any
one or any combination of a frequency of the wireless signal
and a magnitude and a duty ratio of the driving current.

The driving current may have a period less than or equal
to 2 times a modulation period of the wireless signal.

The oscillator and the measurer may be configured to
operate 1n an interval in which the driving current 1s high.

The oscillator may be further configured to operate 1n a
free running mode.

The oscillator may be further configured to generate the
oscillating signal that oscillates at one frequency among
predetermined irequencies, based on the wireless signal.

The target value may be a value that ranges between
measurement values output from the measurer 1n response to
wireless signals received at the communication apparatus.

The driving current may be quenched.

the apparatus may include a delta-sigma modulator
(DSM) configured to output the driving current, and control
a variable capacitor of the oscillator based on a transmission
signal, and transmit the transmission signal.

The wireless signal may be a signal that 1s modulated by
any one or any combination of a frequency shift keying
(FSK), an amplitude shift keying (ASK), and a phase shiift
keying (PSK).

The apparatus may include an amplifier configured to be
driven by the driving current, and configured to amplify the
oscillating signal and transfer the amplified oscillating signal
to the measurer.

In a general aspect, a communication apparatus includes
a radio frequency (RF) receiver configured to be driven by
a driving current, and configured to generate an oscillating
signal based on a receirved wireless signal, or configured to
amplily the wireless signal, an integrator configured to
integrate a frequency or a phase of the amplified wireless
signal or the generated oscillating signal to generate an
integrated oscillating signal; and a quantizer configured to
quantize the integrated oscillating signal, wherein the value
of the wireless signal 1s determined based on the quantized
signal.

A magnitude and/or a duty ratio of the driving current may
be controlled based on the quantized signal.

In a general aspect, a communication method includes
generating an oscillating signal based on a wireless signal
input to an antenna 1n a state 1n which a driving current 1s on,
measuring an oscillation degree of the oscillating signal; and
accumulating a difference between a target value and a
measurement value of the oscillation degree, wherein the
value of the wireless signal 1s determined based on a

cumulative signal corresponding to the accumulated difler-
ence.

Other features and aspects will be apparent from the
tollowing detailed description, the drawings, and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate an example communication
apparatus, in accordance with one or more embodiments.

FIGS. 3 through 5 illustrate an example process of con-
trolling a drniving current 1n an example communication
apparatus, in accordance with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 6 1llustrates an example timing diagram of a signal
processed by a communication apparatus, 1 accordance
with one or more embodiments.
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FIG. 7 illustrates an example multi-channel that may be
processed 1n a communication apparatus, 1n accordance with

one or more embodiments.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example communication apparatus
that transmits and receives a wireless signal, in accordance
with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 9 1llustrates an example transmission operation of a
communication apparatus, 1n accordance with one or more
embodiments.

FIGS. 10 and 11 illustrate examples of a communication
apparatus, 1n accordance with one or more embodiments.

FI1G. 12 1llustrates an example communication method, in
accordance with one or more embodiments.

Throughout the drawings and the detailed description,
unless otherwise described or provided, the same drawing
reference numerals will be understood to refer to the same
clements, features, and structures. The drawings may not be
to scale, and the relative size, proportions, and depiction of
clements 1n the drawings may be exaggerated for clarity,
illustration, and convenience.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description 1s provided to assist
the reader 1in gaining a comprehensive understanding of the
methods, apparatuses, and/or systems described herein.
However, various changes, modifications, and equivalents
of the methods, apparatuses, and/or systems described
herein will be apparent after an understanding of the dis-
closure of this application. For example, the sequences of
operations described herein are merely examples, and are
not limited to those set forth herein, but may be changed as
will be apparent after an understanding of the disclosure of
this application, with the exception of operations necessarily
occurring 1n a certain order. Also, descriptions of features
that are known, after an understanding of the disclosure of
the application, may be omitted for increased clarity and
CONcCIseness.

The terminology used herein 1s for describing various
examples only, and 1s not to be used to limit the disclosure.
The articles “a,” “an,” and “the” are intended to include the
plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise. The terms “comprises,” “includes,” and *“has”
specily the presence of stated features, numbers, operations,
members, elements, and/or combinations thereot, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, numbers, operations, members, elements, and/or
combinations thereof.

Throughout the specification, when an element, such as a
layer, region, or substrate, 1s described as being “on,”
“connected 10,” or “coupled to” another element, 1t may be
directly “on,” “connected to,” or “coupled to” the other
clement, or there may be one or more other elements
intervening therebetween. In contrast, when an element 1s
described as being “directly on,” “directly connected to,” or
“directly coupled to” another element, there can be no other
clements intervening therebetween.

As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any one and
any combination of any two or more of the associated listed
items.

Although terms such as “first,” “second,” and “third” may
be used herein to describe various members, components,
regions, layers, or sections, these members, components,
regions, layers, or sections are not to be limited by these
terms. Rather, these terms are only used to distinguish one
member, component, region, layer, or section from another

member, component, region, layer, or section. Thus, a first
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4

member, component, region, layer, or section referred to in
examples described herein may also be referred to as a
second member, component, region, layer, or section with-
out departing from the teachings of the examples.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms, including technical
and scientific terms, used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which this disclosure pertains after an understanding of the
disclosure of this application. Terms, such as those defined
in commonly used dictionaries, are to be interpreted as
having a meaning that 1s consistent with their meaning in the
context of the relevant art and the disclosure of the present
application, and are not to be interpreted in an 1dealized or
overly formal sense unless expressly so defined herein.

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate an example communication
apparatus 100, 1n accordance with one or more embodi-
ments.

Referring to FIG. 1, the communication apparatus 100
may include an antenna 110, an oscillator 120, a time-to-
digital converter (TDC) 130, a subtractor 140, an accumu-
lator 150, a digital low-pass filter (DLF) 160, a current
source 170, and a capacitor-bank (C-bank) 180. The com-
munication apparatus 100 may be an apparatus configured to
receive or transmit a wireless signal, and may be imple-
mented, as non-limiting examples, as a subminiature wire-
less transceiver, for example, a low-power communication
device, an Internet of things (IoT) device, a bio-embedded
communication device, or a medical implant communication
system (MICS). Herein, it 1s noted that use of the term ‘may’
with respect to an example or embodiment, e.g., as to what
an example or embodiment may include or implement,
means that at least one example or embodiment exists where
such a feature 1s included or implemented while all
examples and embodiments are not limited thereto.

The antenna 110 receives a wireless signal. The wireless
signal 1s a signal transmitted and received via a wireless
communication and may include, as non-limiting examples,
a radio frequency (RF) signal. The RF signal may be a signal
that 1s modulated by a frequency shiit keying (FSK). The RF
signal may be a signal that 1s modulated by an amplitude
shift keying (ASK), an on-ofl keying (OOK), or a phase shiit
keying (PSK). For convenience of description, the following
description 1s provided based on an example in which a
wireless signal 1s modulated by the FSK so that a wireless
signal with a frequency of 1, represents “0” and a wireless
signal with a frequency of I, represents “1”. In this example,
when a difference between the frequencies of 1, and {1,
decreases, a spectrum efliciency increases. However, a high-
resolution TDC that may sense a fine frequency difference
may be beneficial. A method of implementing the high-
resolution TDC will be described below.

The oscillator 120 1s an apparatus that 1s driven by a
driving current and 1s configured to generate an oscillating
signal based on the wireless signal received from the
antenna 110, and may be, for example, an inductor capaci-
tor-voltage controlled oscillator (LC-VCQO). The wireless
signal received from the antenna 110 may be amplified by a
low noise amplifier (LNA) and transferred to the oscillator
120.

A driving current may be 1 a form of a pulse with a
predetermined amplitude and a duty ratio. In an example,
when the driving current 1s high or on, the oscillator 120 may
be driven to generate an oscillating signal based on the
wireless signal. In another example, when the driving cur-
rent 1s low or ofl, the oscillator 120 may not be driven. In this
example, an oscillating signal may not be generated, and
accordingly power may not be consumed. When the driving
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current 1s set to be high 1n a short interval and to be low 1n
most 1intervals within a single period, the oscillator 120 may
only be driven in the short interval in which the drniving
current 1s high, and accordingly an active state of the
communication apparatus 100 may be minimized to mini-

mize power consumption of the communication apparatus
100.

The oscillator 120 operates 1n a free running mode that 1s
not fixed at a predetermined frequency, to generate an
oscillating signal with a frequency corresponding to the
wireless signal. In an example, when the wireless signal with
the frequency 1, 1s received by the antenna 110, the oscillator
120 may generate an oscillating signal with the frequency {,.
In another example, when the wireless signal with the
frequency 1, 1s recerved by the antenna 110, the oscillator
120 may generate an oscillating signal with the frequency 1.

The TDC 130 1s a measurer configured to measure an
oscillation degree of an oscillating signal. The TDC 130 1s
also driven by the driving current. The TDC 130 1s driven 1n
an interval 1n which the drniving current 1s high, and mea-
sures the oscillation degree of the oscillating signal.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a correlation among an
oscillating signal V ¢, a driving current I ;. and Tgp, Ty
and T,y When the driving current 1,5, 1s high, the
oscillator 120 may generate the oscillating signal V -, and
the TDC 130 may measure a time length of an interval in
which a magnitude of the oscillating signal V . 1s greater
than a predetermined threshold magnitude.

Referring to FIG. 2, T, 1s an interval in which the
magnitude of the oscillating signal V.. 1s less than the
threshold magmtude, and indicates a start-up time that 1s
needed until the oscillating signal V.~ with a magnitude
greater than a predetermined magnitude 1s output from the
oscillator 120. Additionally, T,,; 1s an interval in which the
magnitude of the oscillating signal V .~ 1s greater than the
threshold magnitude, and corresponds to the time length
measured by the TDC 130. A sum of T and T,,, may be
Wowe 1opr may be a measurement value output from the
I'DC 130 and expressed as a positive number. Also, W ;.
1s a pulse width in which the driving current 1, 1s high,
and corresponds to an interval in which a current 1s supplied
to the oscillator 120 to drive the oscillator 120.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the TDC 130 may generate a
measurement value corresponding to a frequency of the
oscillating signal. An oscillation degree of the oscillating
signal with the frequency 1, and an oscillation degree of the
oscillating signal with the frequency 1, measured by the
TDC 130 may be different from each other. In other words,
a measurement value T 5, ,, of the oscillating signal with the
frequency 1, and a measurement value T, of the oscil-
lating signal with the frequency 1, may be different from
cach other.

The subtractor 140 calculates a diflerence between the
measurement value T ,,,-of the TDC 130 and a target value
phase control word (PCW). The target value PCW 1s a
predetermined value, and includes, for example, a value
ranging between measurement values that may be output
from the TDC 130 based on a wireless signal. For example,
the target value PCW may have a value between the mea-
surement value T,,,,, of the oscillating signal with the
frequency 1, and the measurement value T, of the oscil-
lating signal with the frequency f,. The target value PCW
may correspond to a measurement value of an oscillating
signal oscillating at a central frequency 1. between the
frequencies 1, and ;. The target value PCW 1s set as
described above, and accordingly the difference calculated
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6

by the subtractor 140 based on a frequency of a wireless
signal may be a positive number or a negative number.

The accumulator 150 may accumulate values calculated
by the subtractor 140. For example, the accumulator 150
may accumulate a diflerence between a target value and a
measurement value of an oscillation degree.

A value or format of the wireless signal may be deter-
mined based on a cumulative signal output from the accu-
mulator 150. The value or format of the wireless signal may
be determined based on a change trend 1n the cumulative
signal over time. For example, when the cumulative signal
gradually increases over time, the wireless signal may be
determined to be “0”. When the cumulative signal gradually
decreases over time, the wireless signal may be determined
to be “1”. Depending on examples, the value or format of the
wireless signal may be determined in contrast to the above
description.

The DLF 160 may perform a filtering operation that
passes a low-frequency component of the cumulative signal
output from the accumulator 150. The current source 170
may be controlled based on a signal passing through the
DLF 160, and a low-pass filtering of the cumulative signal
may be performed to prevent the current source 170 from
being rapidly controlled. Depending on examples, a value or
format of the wireless signal may be determined based on
the cumulative signal passing through the DLF 160.

The current source 170 may generate a driving current
with a predetermined magnitude and a duty ratio. The
driving current 1s quenched to be periodically high or low,
or on or ofl. The current source 170 may be a pulse generator
configured to generate a driving current 1in a pulse form. The
driving current generated by the current source 170 1is
provided to the oscillator 120. The communication appara-
tus 100 may have a feedback loop in which the driving
current 1s controlled based on the cumulative signal.

The C-bank 180 may include a plurality of capacitors
applied to the oscillator 120. The C-bank 180 may be
controlled to adjust a driving frequency of the oscillator 120.

In FIG. 1, an amplifier 1135 disposed between the antenna
110 and the oscillator 120 may amplily the wireless signal
received by the antenna 110 and transfer the amplified
wireless signal to the oscillator 120. An amplifier 125
disposed between the oscillator 120 and the TDC 130 may
amplily the oscillating signal output from the oscillator 120
and transfer the amplified signal to the TDC 130.

A structure of FIG. 1 may be expanded to a structure 1n
which an output of an RF 1nputter including the antenna 110
and the oscillator 120 1s mput to a delta-sigma TDC. In a
principle of a delta-sigma structure, a value of an input
signal 1s approximately predicted and an error 1s obtained
and gradually corrected using accumulated errors. Based on
the principle, when a cumulative error value 1s finite, an
average value of input signals and an average value of output
signals may be the same.

FIGS. 3 through 5 illustrate an example process of con-
trolling a driving current in a communication apparatus, in
accordance with one or more embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 3, a driving current of a communication
apparatus may be controlled through a feedback loop. When
a wireless signal 1s received by an antenna 310, an oscillat-
ing signal corresponding to the wireless signal 1s generated
by an oscillator 320, and an oscillation degree, for example,
an oscillation time or an oscillation interval, of the oscillat-
ing signal may be measured by a TDC 330. A subtractor 340
calculates a diflerence between a measurement value T ;-
of the TDC 330 and a target value PCW, and an accumulator
350 accumulates a cumulative signal corresponding to the
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accumulated difference. A DLF 360 performs a filtering of
the cumulative signal, and a value or format of the wireless
signal 1s determined based on the filtered cumulative signal

and 1s output. The filtered cumulative signal 1s transierred to
a delta-sigma modulator (DSM) 370, and the DSM 370

controls a duty ratio and/or a magnitude of a driving current
output from a current source 390. The duty ratio 1s a ratio of
a current supplied within a single period of an operation
quenching clock of the oscillator 320, and 1indicates an active
interval. For example, a current source controller 380 con-
trols a duty ratio and/or a magnitude of a current. The current
source 390 generates a dniving current with the controlled
duty ratio and the controlled magnitude, and provides the
driving current to the oscillator 320.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a control to increase a
magnitude of a drniving current. A start-up time of an
oscillating signal before a magnitude of a driving current
lowe Increases 1s T, and 17, based on 1 1s determined
as “Wope—Tsr”. When the magnitude of the driving
current I, 1ncreases, the start-up time may decrease. For
example, when the magnitude of the driving current 1,
increases, 1. may be less than T, before the magnitude
of the driving current I, increases. Since a width W ;-
of the driving current 1, remains unchanged, T, may
become greater than 1 ,.,,. Thus, T ,;,~ may become greater
than T, although T, 1s not separately shown 1n FIG.
4. Based on a control of the magnitude of the driving current
lowe, @ value ot T, may also continue to be updated.

When T, 1s controlled based on a control of a driving
current and when the feedback loop 1s stabilized, T,,; 1s
expressed as shown 1n Equation 1 below.

PCWxIpr-=17, steady state Equation 1:

In Equation 1, T, denotes a period of a wireless signal.

FIG. 5 1llustrates an example of a control to increase a
duty ratio of a driving current. The duty ratio 1s a ratio of a
time 1 which the driving current 1s supplied with respect to
a single period. An interval in which the driving current 1s
supplied may also be referred to as an interval 1n which the
driving current 1s high or on. A high duty ratio indicates that
the driving current 1s mainly 1n a high state or an on state
rather than a low state or off state within a single driving
period. In FIG. 5, W5, and 1, indicate a state prior to
a duty ratio of a driving current 1, increases. When the
duty ratio of the driving current I, increases, a pulse
width of the drniving current 1,;.¢ also increases. Thus,
Wome, 18 greater than W,p,. A start-up time remains
unchanged despite an increase 1n the duty ratio of the driving,
current Iy, and accordingly T, may be maintained with-
out a change. W5, Increases even though Ty, remains
unchanged, and accordingly T .., becomes greater than T ;..
Thus, T,;,~ may become greater than T,, although
T 57 18 not separately shown 1n FIG. 5. Based on a control
of the duty ratio of the driving current 1,5, a value of 1,
may also continue to be updated.

Numerical values shown in FIGS. 4 and § are for conve-
nience of description and examples are not limited thereto.

A structure of FIG. 3 may be expanded to a structure in
which an output of an RF inputter including the antenna 310
and the oscillator 320 1s 1nput to a delta-sigma TDC. In a
principle of a delta-sigma structure, a value of an input
signal 1s approximately predicted and an error 1s obtained
and gradually corrected using accumulated errors. Based on
the principle, when a cumulative error value i1s finite, an
average value of input signals and an average value of output
signals may be the same.
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FIG. 6 illustrates an example timing diagram of a signal
processed by a communication apparatus, 1 accordance
with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 6 illustrates a wireless signal, an oscillating signal
Voses @ driiving current 1,55, a TDC measurement value
T .7 a cumulative signal, an output signal, a signal D[n] to
control a duty ratio of a driving current, and a signal I[n] to
control a magnitude of a driving current. For convenience of
description, a wireless signal with a frequency 1, and a
wireless signal with a frequency 1, are assumed to be
sequentially received. The driving current I, 1s 1n a form
of a pulse with a predetermined magnitude and a duty ratio.
When the driving current I,y 1s high or on, an oscillator
and a TDC may operate to generate an oscillating signal and
a measurement value. A period of the driving current I,
may be less than %2 times a modulation period of the wireless
signal. When the driving current 1, 1s high, an oscillating
signal corresponding to the wireless signal may be generated
in the oscillator and the wireless signal may be oversampled.

In an example, a pulse position of the driving current
lowe may be changed by a jitter. However, the value or
format of the wireless signal 1s determined based on a
cumulative signal corresponding to a difference between a
target value and a measurement value of the TDC, and
accordingly the wireless signal 1s not aflected by the jitter.
In other words, a communication apparatus may be consid-
erably robust against the jitter.

In the example of FIG. 6, when the wireless signal with
the frequency 1, 1s received, an oscillating signal V-
corresponding to the received wireless signal 1s generated
and a measurement value T,,,. of the oscillating signal
Voo may be to be “2”. A difference 1. between the mea-
surement value T, and a target value PCW may be
calculated by “PCW-T ,,,.”” and may be accumulated. When
the wireless signal with the frequency 1, 1s received, the
cumulative signal may continue to increase because the
difference 1,. 1s a positive number. When the wireless signal
with the frequency 1, 1s received, a measurement value T
of an oscillating signal V .~ corresponding to the received
wireless signal may be determined to be “3”, the difference
{~ may be determined as a negative number, and the cumu-
lative signal may continue to decrease.

In an iterval in which the cumulative signal gradually
increases, reception of the wireless signal with the frequency
f, may be verified, and accordingly the wireless signal 1s
determined to be “0”. In an interval in which the cumulative
signal gradually decreases, reception of the wireless signal
with the frequency 1, 1s verified, and accordingly the wire-
less signal 1s determined to be “17.

Based on the cumulative signal, a magnitude and/or a duty
ratio of the driving current I, may be controlled. The
driving current I, may be controlled to reduce a magni-
tude of the cumulative signal. In an example, when a
frequency of a received wireless signal 1s {,, T, may be
determined to be a value less than the target value PCW, and
accordingly the difference 1. may continue to increase. In
this example, a pulse width W, of the driving current
lowe may be controlled to increase, and T, may also

increase due to an increase 1n the pulse width W, as
described above. Thus, both the difference 1. and the cumu-
lative signal may decrease. Similarly, when a frequency of
a recerved wireless signal 1s the driving current 1,;,; may
also be controlled to reduce the cumulative signal.
Numerical values shown in FIG. 6 are for convenience of

description and examples are not limited thereto.
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FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a multi-channel that may
be processed 1n a communication apparatus, in accordance
with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a process of performing,
a multi-channel communication 1n a communication appa-
ratus. As described above, a measurement value of an
oscillating signal which 1s output from a TDC changes based
on a frequency of a wireless signal, and accordingly the
multi-channel communication may be performed based on
the above characteristic. Since the measurement value of the
TDC 1ncludes frequency information of the wireless signal,
a separate frequency synthesizer 1s not required. Addition-
ally, based on the measurement value of the TDC, a deter-
mination may be made with regard to whether an interfer-
ence occurs, an interference may be avoided, and a listen-
before-talk (LBT) communication may also be
implemented. When a resolution of the TDC increases by a
method of processing a wireless signal 1n a time domain, a
data rate may also increase. Numerical values shown 1n FIG.
7 are for convenience of description and examples are not
limited thereto.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example communication apparatus
that transmits and receives a wireless signal, in accordance
with one or more embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 8, the communication apparatus may
transmit, as well as receive, a wireless signal. The commu-
nication apparatus may include a switch 810 configured to
select one of a reception mode and a transmission mode.
When the communication apparatus operates 1n the recep-
tion mode, the switch 810 may be powered ofl. In a
non-limiting example, when the communication apparatus
operates 1n the transmission mode, the switch 810 may be
powered on, and when the communication apparatus oper-
ates 1n the transmission mode, a transmission signal
TX_DATA to be transmitted may be mput to a subtractor
820. An example of an operation of the communication
apparatus 1n the transmission mode will be further described
below with reference to FIG. 9.

FIG. 9 1llustrates an example transmission operation of a
communication apparatus, 1n accordance with one or more
embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 9, the communication apparatus may
operate 1n a transmission mode. A subtractor 910 receives, as
an mput, a transmission signal TX_DATA to be transmitted.
A DSM 920 controls a current source 930 and allows a
driving current to be output as a constant current instead of
being quenched. Accordingly, an oscillator 950 continues to
be driven. The DSM 920 also controls a C-bank 940 to fix
the oscillator 950 at an operating frequency corresponding to
the transmission signal TX_DATA. Here, a phase lock loop
(PLL) may be applied. A wireless signal generated by the
oscillator 950 at the operating frequency corresponding to
the transmission signal TX_ DATA 1s output through an
antenna.

FIGS. 10 and 11 illustrate examples of a communication
apparatus, 1n accordance with one or more embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 10, a communication apparatus 1000
includes an oscillator 1010, a phase integrator 1020, a
quantizer 1030, a scaler 1040, a current source 1050, a
digital filter 1060, and a decimation filter 1070. The com-
munication apparatus ol FIG. 10 may have a structure in
which an RF-front-end including an LNA and the oscillator
1010 1s combined with a delta-sigma analog-to-digital con-
verter (ADC). An output of the oscillator 1010 correspond-
ing to an RF mput, may be measured by a high-resolution
delta-sigma TDC.
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The oscillator 1010 may be driven based on a driving
current I .-, and generates an oscillating signal V ;. based
on a received wireless signal V... The phase integrator 1020
may integrate a phase of the oscillating signal V .-, and the
quantizer 1030 may quantize the integrated signal V . The
scaler 1040 may scale a quantized digital signal and control
the current source 1050. In an example, a magnitude and/or
a duty ratio of the driving current I, output from the
current source 1050 may be controlled. The current source
1050 functions as a digital-to-analog converter (DAC). A
period of the driving current 1, 1s set to be less than 12
times a modulation period of the wireless signal V., and
the wireless signal V.. 1s oversampled. Also, a signal
amplified by the scaler 1040 passes through the digital filter
1060 and the decimation filter 1070, and accordingly a
digital-converted reception signal RX_DATA corresponding
to the wireless signal V. 1s determined.

For example, an output of the quantizer 1030 1s trans-
ferred to the current source 1050 that functions as a DAC,
and 1s used to control a magnitude of a phase and/or a
frequency of the oscillating signal V .~ output from the
oscillator 1010. The magnitude of the phase of the oscillat-
ing signal V .. 1s accumulated in the phase integrator 1020
and represented as a digital output by passmg through the
quantizer 1030. An average of diflerences 1n a phase and/or
an mput frequency of a signal 1s represented as a difference
in an average value of high-resolution delta-sigma TDC
outputs, and thus an RF-modulated signal may be digitally
restored through the above-described structure.

Operations of blocks other than the oscillator 1010 may
be the same as operations of a delta-sigma TDC. The above
structure may be used as a general-purpose digital RF
structure by minimizing an analog block and maximizing a
block with a digital circuit in the communication apparatus.

Referring to FIG. 11, a communication apparatus may
include an amplifier 1110 instead of an oscillator. The
amplifier 1110 may be driven based on a driving current
lowe. and may generate an amplified signal V_, ,» by ampli-
tying a received wireless signal V... A duty ratio of the
driving current 1, may be controlled by a duty controller
1120. Operations of blocks other than the amplifier 1110
may be the same as operations of a delta-sigma TDC. The
above description of FIG. 10 1s also applicable to the
operations of the blocks, and thus further description thereof
1s not repeated herein.

FIG. 12 illustrates an example of a communication
method, 1n accordance with one or more embodiments. The
operations 11 FIG. 12 may be performed 1n the sequence and
manner as shown. One or more blocks of FIG. 2, and
combinations of the blocks, can be implemented by special
purpose hardware-based computer that perform the specified
functions, or combinations of special purpose hardware and
computer or processor instructions. In addition to the
description of FIG. 12 below, the descriptions of FIGS. 1-11
are also applicable to FIG. 12, and are incorporated herein
by reference. Thus, the above description may not be
repeated here.

The communication method of FIG. 12 may be performed
by, for example, a communication apparatus.

Referring to FIG. 12, 1n operation 1210, the communica-
tion apparatus generates an oscillating signal based on a
wireless signal input to an antenna, 1n a state 1n which a
driving current 1s on. In operation 1220, the communication
apparatus measures an oscillation degree of the oscillating
signal. In operation 1230, the communication apparatus
accumulates a difference between a target value and a
measurement value of the oscillation degree. The wireless
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signal may be determined based on a cumulative signal
corresponding to the accumulated difference.

As described above, even a communication apparatus
with a fimite battery size may measure a fine frequency
difference using a high-resolution TDC and may receive a
wireless signal with a high accuracy regardless of a jitter.
Although an example 1n which a wireless signal 1s modu-
lated by an FSK has been mainly described, the above
descriptions are also applicable to an example in which a
wireless signal 1s modulated by an ASK, an OOK or a PSK.

The above descriptions of FIGS. 1 through 11 are also

applicable to the communication method of FIG. 12, and
thus further description i1s not repeated herein.

The communication apparatus 100, communication appa-
ratus 1000, communication apparatus 1100, and other appa-
ratuses, devices, and other components described herein are
implemented as, and by hardware components. Examples of
hardware components that may be used to perform the
operations described 1n this application where appropriate
include controllers, sensors, generators, drivers, memories,
comparators, arithmetic logic umits, adders, subtractors,
multipliers, dividers, integrators, and any other electronic
components configured to perform the operations described
in this application. In other examples, one or more of the
hardware components that perform the operations described
in this application are implemented by computing hardware,
for example, by one or more processors or computers. A
processor or computer may be implemented by one or more
processing elements, such as an array of logic gates, a
controller and an arithmetic logic unit, a digital signal
processor, a microcomputer, a programmable logic control-
ler, a field-programmable gate array, a programmable logic
array, a microprocessor, or any other device or combination
of devices that 1s configured to respond to and execute
instructions 1n a defined manner to achieve a desired result.
In one example, a processor or computer includes, or is
connected to, one or more memories storing instructions or
software that are executed by the processor or computer.
Hardware components implemented by a processor or com-
puter may execute instructions or soltware, such as an
operating system (OS) and one or more software applica-
tions that run on the OS, to perform the operations described
in this application. The hardware components may also
access, manipulate, process, create, and store data 1n
response to execution of the instructions or software. For
simplicity, the singular term “processor” or “computer” may
be used 1n the description of the examples described 1n this
application, but in other examples multiple processors or
computers may be used, or a processor or computer may
include multiple processing elements, or multiple types of
processing elements, or both. For example, a single hard-
ware component or two or more hardware components may
be mmplemented by a single processor, or two or more
processors, or a processor and a controller. One or more
hardware components may be implemented by one or more
processors, or a processor and a controller, and one or more
other hardware components may be implemented by one or
more other processors, or another processor and another
controller. One or more processors, or a processor and a
controller, may implement a single hardware component, or
two or more hardware components. A hardware component
may have any one or more of different processing configu-
rations, examples ol which include a single processor,
independent processors, parallel processors, single-instruc-
tion single-data (SISD) multiprocessing, single-instruction
multiple-data (SIMD) multiprocessing, multiple-instruction
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single-data (MISD) multiprocessing, and multiple-instruc-
tion multiple-data (MIMD) multiprocessing.

The methods that perform the operations described 1n this
application, and 1illustrated 1n FIGS. 1-12, are performed by
computing hardware, for example, by one or more proces-
sors or computers, implemented as described above execut-
ing 1nstructions or software to perform the operations
described 1n this application that are performed by the
methods. For example, a single operation or two or more
operations may be performed by a single processor, or two
Or more processors, or a processor and a controller. One or
more operations may be performed by one or more proces-
sors, or a processor and a controller, and one or more other
operations may be performed by one or more other proces-
sors, or another processor and another controller, e.g., as
respective operations of processor implemented methods.
One or more processors, or a processor and a controller, may
perform a single operation, or two or more operations.

Instructions or software to control computing hardware,
for example, one or more processors or computers, to
implement the hardware components and perform the meth-
ods as described above may be written as computer pro-
grams, code segments, instructions or any combination
thereof, for mdividually or collectively instructing or con-
figuring the one or more processors or computers to operate
as a machine or special-purpose computer to perform the
operations performed by the hardware components and the
methods as described above. In one example, the instruc-
tions or software include machine code that 1s directly
executed by the one or more processors or computers, such
as machine code produced by a compiler. In another
example, the mnstructions or soitware include higher-level
code that 1s executed by the one or more processors or
computers using an interpreter. The instructions or software
may be written using any programming language based on
the block diagrams and the flow charts illustrated in the
drawings and the corresponding descriptions in the specifi-
cation, which disclose algorithms for performing the opera-
tions that are performed by the hardware components and
the methods as described above.

The mstructions or software to control computing hard-
ware, for example, one or more processors or computers, 1o
implement the hardware components and perform the meth-
ods as described above, and any associated data, data files,
and data structures, may be recorded, stored, or fixed 1n or
on one or more non-transitory computer-readable storage
media. Examples of a non-transitory computer-readable
storage medium 1nclude read-only memory (ROM), ran-
dom-access programmable read only memory (PROM),
clectrically erasable programmable read-only memory (EE-
PROM), random-access memory (RAM), dynamic random
access memory (DRAM), static random access memory
(SRAM), flash memory, non-volatile memory, CD-ROMs,
CD-Rs, CD+Rs, CD-RWs, CD+RWs, DVD-ROMs, DVD-
Rs, DVD+Rs, DVD-RWs, DVD+RWs, DVD-RAMs, BD-
ROMs, BD-Rs, BD-R LTHs, BD-REs, blue-ray or optical
disk storage, hard disk drive (HDD), solid state drive (SSD),
flash memory, a card type memory such as multimedia card
micro or a card (for example, secure digital (SD) or extreme
digital (XD)), magnetic tapes, floppy disks, magneto-optical
data storage devices, optical data storage devices, hard disks,
solid-state disks, and any other device that 1s configured to
store the instructions or software and any associated data,
data files, and data structures 1n a non-transitory manner and
provide the instructions or software and any associated data,
data files, and data structures to one or more processors and
computers so that the one or more processors and computers
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can execute the mnstructions. In one example, the instructions
or software and any associated data, data files, and data
structures are distributed over network-coupled computer
systems so that the instructions and software and any
assoclated data, data files, and data structures are stored,
accessed, and executed 1n a distributed fashion by the one or
more processors or computers.

While this disclosure includes specific examples, it will
be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art, after an
understanding of the disclosure of this application, that
various changes 1n form and details may be made 1n these
examples without departing from the spirit and scope of the
claims and their equivalents. The examples described herein
are to be considered 1n a descriptive sense only, and not for
purposes of limitation. Descriptions of features or aspects in
cach example are to be considered as being applicable to
similar features or aspects in other examples. Suitable
results may be achieved 1f the described techniques are
performed 1n a different order, and/or 1 components 1n a
described system, architecture, device, or circuit are com-
bined 1n a different manner, and/or replaced or supplemented
by other components or their equivalents. Therefore, the
scope ol the disclosure i1s defined not by the detailed
description, but by the claims and their equivalents, and all
variations within the scope of the claims and their equiva-
lents are to be construed as being included in the disclosure.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A communication apparatus comprising:

an antenna configured to receive a wireless signal;

an oscillator, configured to be driven by a driving current,

and configured to generate an oscillating signal based
on the wireless signal;

a measurer configured to measure an oscillation degree of

the oscillating signal; and

an accumulator configured to accumulate a difference

between a target value and a measurement value of the
oscillation degree,

wherein a value of the wireless signal 1s determined based

on a cumulative signal corresponding to the accumu-
lated difference.

2. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
value of the wireless signal 1s determined based on a change
trend 1n the cumulative signal over a period of time.

3. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
value of the wireless signal i1s determined based on a
determination that the cumulative signal gradually increases
or decreases over a period of time.

4. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
driving current 1s controlled based on the cumulative signal.

5. The communication apparatus of claim 4, wherein a
magnitude and/or a duty ratio of the driving current i1s
controlled based on the cumulative signal.

6. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
oscillator 1s further configured to generate the oscillating
signal with a startup time that decreases as a magnitude
and/or a duty ratio of the driving current increases.

7. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
driving current 1s controlled to reduce a magnitude of the
cumulative signal.

8. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
measurement value 1s determined based on any one or any
combination of a frequency of the wireless signal and a
magnitude and a duty ratio of the driving current.
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9. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
driving current has a period less than or equal to 12 times a
modulation period of the wireless signal.

10. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
oscillator and the measurer are configured to operate 1n an
interval 1n which the driving current 1s high.

11. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
oscillator 1s further configured to operate 1n a free running
mode.

12. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
oscillator 1s further configured to generate the oscillating
signal that oscillates at one frequency among predetermined
frequencies, based on the wireless signal.

13. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
target value 1s a value that ranges between measurement
values output from the measurer in response to wireless
signals received at the communication apparatus.

14. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
driving current 1s quenched.

15. The communication apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising;

a delta-sigma modulator (DSM) configured to output the
driving current, and control a variable capacitor of the
oscillator based on a transmission signal, and transmait
the transmission signal.

16. The communication apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
wireless signal 1s a signal that 1s modulated by any one or
any combination of a frequency shift keying (FSK), an
amplitude shift keying (ASK), and a phase shift keying
(PSK).

17. The communication apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising:

an amplifier configured to be driven by the driving
current, and configured to amplily the oscillating signal
and transfer the amplified oscillating signal to the
measuret.

18. A communication apparatus comprising:

a radio frequency (RF) receiver configured to be driven by
a driving current, and configured to generate an oscil-
lating signal based on a received wireless signal, or
configured to amplily the wireless signal;

an itegrator configured to integrate a frequency or a
phase of the amplified wireless signal or the generated
oscillating signal to generate an integrated oscillating
signal; and

a quantizer configured to quantize the integrated oscillat-
ing signal,

wherein a value of the wireless signal 1s determined based
on the quantized signal.

19. The communication apparatus of claim 18, wherein a
magnitude and/or a duty ratio of the driving current i1s
controlled based on the quantized signal.

20. A communication method comprising;

generating an oscillating signal based on a wireless signal
input to an antenna in a state in which a driving current
1S On;

measuring an oscillation degree of the oscillating signal;
and

accumulating a difference between a target value and a
measurement value of the oscillation degree,

wherein a value of the wireless signal 1s determined based
on a cumulative signal corresponding to the accumu-
lated difference.
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