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1
TRUCK BED UTILITY BAR

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a truck bed utility bar.

BACKGROUND

Pickup trucks are often used for hauling cargo. To prevent
the cargo from shifting during travel, the cargo must fre-
quently be tied down to anchoring devices located on the
truck or in the truck bed. Alternatively, a cross-beam may be
positioned 1n the bed of the pickup truck. Most pickup trucks
are manufactured to have a plurality of stake pockets spaced
around the bed of the pickup, which are recesses formed 1n
the upper wall of the bed that are configured for receipt of
a “stake” or pole of a rack system, bed cover, or the like.
These stake pockets may also be used for mounting the
alforementioned anchoring devices or cross-beams. Unfor-
tunately, many conventional cross-beams that are designed
to be seated 1n the stake pocket may be permanently attached
to the stake pocket, which can detract from the aesthetic
appearance of the vehicle and prevent mounting of other
devices to the truck bed. Alternatively, 11 the cross-beam 1s
removable, 1t can easily be stolen.

SUMMARY

According to a first aspect of the present disclosure, there
1s provided a utility bar configured to be secured to a pair of
stake pockets formed 1n opposing sidewalls of a bed of a
vehicle. Each of the stake pockets includes an opeming
formed 1n an upper wall of the sidewall, a first aperture that
1s not accessible from the bed, and a second aperture that 1s
accessible from the bed. The utility bar comprises a tubular
member, and a pair of end fittings attached to opposing ends
of the tubular member, wherein each end fitting includes a
tube receiving end configured for receipt of one of the
opposing ends of the tubular member and a lock receiving
end configured for insertion into the second aperture that 1s
accessible from the bed. The utility bar further comprises a
pair of lock assemblies. Each lock assembly 1s configured
for receipt within a respective opening of one of the stake
pockets, and each lock assembly 1s configured to mate with
the lock recerving end of a respective end fitting within the
stake pocket at a location positioned inboard from the
second aperture that 1s accessible from the bed. The lock
assemblies each include a locking mechamism configured to
secure the lock assembly and the end fitting to the first
aperture that i1s not accessible from the bed.

According to the first aspect of the present disclosure, the
lock assembly may include a casing that houses a movable
locking lever, the movable locking lever 1s movable between
a locked and an unlocked position, and 1n the locked position
the movable locking lever 1s configured to engage the first
aperture that 1s not accessible from the bed.

The movable locking lever may be moved by rotation of
a locking cylinder located within the casing, wherein the
locking cylinder includes a pair of prongs that are engaged
with the movable locking lever, and rotation of the prongs
moves the movable locking lever between the locked and
unlocked positions.

Alternatively, the movable locking lever may be moved
by rotation of a rod that 1s fixed to a depressible and rotatable
button that 1s attached to the casing.

According to the first aspect of the present disclosure, the
lock recerving end of the end fitting may include a boss and
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a pair of spaced-apart retaining flanges, wherein each retain-
ing flange includes a proximal portion that extends away
from the boss, and a distal portion that extends orthogonally
outward from proximal portion such that a slot 1s formed
between the boss and the distal portion.

According to the first aspect of the present disclosure, the
lock assembly may include a casing having an elongated slot
formed therein, and opposing edges of the elongated slot are
configured to mate with the slots formed between the boss
and the distal portions of the spaced-apart retaining flanges.

According to the first aspect of the present disclosure, the
utility bar may include a cleat or anchor device that 1s
attached to the tubular member.

According to the first aspect of the present disclosure, the
tubular member may include a first section telescopically
received within a second section.

According to a second aspect of the present disclosure,
there 1s provided a utility bar configured to be secured to a
pair of stake pockets formed in opposing sidewalls of a bed
ol a vehicle, wherein each of the stake pockets includes an
opening formed 1n an upper wall of the sidewall, a first
aperture that 1s not accessible from the bed, and a second
aperture that i1s accessible from the bed. The utility bar
comprises a tubular member; a pair of end fittings attached
to opposing ends of the tubular member, wherein each end
fitting 1includes a first end configured for receipt of one of the
opposing ends of the tubular member and an opposite
second end configured for insertion into the second aperture
that 1s accessible from the bed; and a pair of retainers
configured to be received within the openings of the stake

pockets, wherein each retainer includes a movable locking
lever that 1s movable between a locked and an unlocked
position, and 1n the locked position the movable locking
lever 1s configured to engage the first aperture that 1s not
accessible from the bed. Each of the retainers 1s configured
to mate with a respective second end of a respective end
fitting within the stake pocket at a location positioned
inboard from the second aperture.

According to the second aspect of the present disclosure,
cach retainer may include a casing that houses a locking
cylinder coupled to the movable locking lever, and the
movable locking lever 1s moved by rotation of the locking
cylinder located, wherein the locking cylinder includes a
pair ol prongs that are engaged with the movable locking
lever, and rotation of the prongs moves the movable locking
lever between the locked and unlocked positions.

Alternatively, according to the second aspect of the pres-
ent disclosure, each retaimner may include a casing that
houses a depressible and rotatable button that 1s coupled to
the movable locking lever by a rod, and the movable locking
lever 1s moved by rotation of the button and rod.

According to the second aspect of the present disclosure,
the casing may include a socket that supports the button and
a shoulder that 1s exposable upon depression of the button to
enable the retainer to be removed from the stake pocket.

According to the second aspect of the present disclosure,
the second end of the end fitting may include a boss and a
pair of spaced-apart retaining flanges, wherein each retain-
ing flange includes a proximal portion that extends away
from the boss, and a distal portion that extends orthogonally
outward from proximal portion such that a slot 1s formed
between the boss and the distal portion. The retainer may
include a casing having an elongated slot formed therein,
and opposing edges of the elongated slot are configured to
mate with the slots formed between the boss and the distal
portions of the spaced-apart retaining flanges.
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According to the second aspect of the present disclosure,
the utility bar may further include a cleat or anchor device
that 1s attached to the tubular member.

Lastly, according to the second aspect of the present
disclosure, wherein the tubular member may include a first
section telescopically received within a second section.

Further areas of applicability of the teachings of the
present disclosure will become apparent from the detailed
description, claims and the drawings provided heremafter,
wherein like reference numerals refer to like features
throughout the several views of the drawings. It should be
understood that the detailed description, including disclosed
embodiments and drawings referenced therein, are merely
exemplary in nature, mtended for purposes of illustration
only, and are not itended to limit the scope of the present
disclosure, its application or uses. Thus, variations that do
not depart from the gist of the present disclosure are
intended to be within the scope of the present disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a bed of a pickup truck
having a plurality of stake pockets;

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of a stake pocket located
within a sidewall of the bed, with an exterior panel of the
sidewall removed;

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view of an example lock
assembly configured to secure a utility bar according to the
present disclosure to opposing stake pockets located within
the sidewalls of the bed;

FI1G. 4 15 a perspective view of the utility bar according to
the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 1s a top-perspective view of an end {itting config-
ured to secure the utility bar to the lock assembly illustrated
in FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view of a first or utility bar
receiving end of the end fitting;

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view of a second or lock assembly
receiving end of the end fitting;

FIG. 8 1s a partial cross-sectional view of the end fitting
being attached to the utility bar;

FIG. 9 1s a cross-sectional view of a lock cylinder that
forms part of the lock assembly illustrated in FIG. 3;

FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view of the lock assembly
being mated with the end fitting;

FIG. 11 1s a cross-sectional view of another example lock
assembly configured to secure a utility bar according to the
present disclosure to opposing stake pockets located within
the sidewalls of the bed;

FIG. 12 15 a top perspective view of the lock assembly
illustrated 1in FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 1s a perspective view of a tool configured to
actuate the lock assembly illustrated 1n FIG. 11 between
locked and unlocked positions; and

FI1G. 14 1s a cross-sectional view illustrating a manner of
removing the lock assembly illustrated in FIG. 11 from a
stake pocket.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 1illustrates a bed 12 of a pickup truck. Bed 12

includes a pair of sidewalls 14, a tailgate (not shown), and
a front wall 18. Sidewalls 14 include an exterior sidewall 20,
an 1nterior sidewall 22 that faces an interior 24 of the bed 12,
and an upper wall 26 that connects exterior sidewall 20 and
interior sidewall 22. Stake pockets 28 having an opeming 30
are formed 1n upper walls 26 at locations proximate tailgate
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(not shown) and front wall 18. It should be understood,
however, that additional stake pockets 28 may be formed 1n
upper walls 26 at any number of locations between tailgate
16 and front wall 18.

An example stake pocket 28 is illustrated 1n FIG. 2, with
exterior sidewall 20 of bed 12 being removed. In the
illustrated embodiment, stake pockets 28 are monolithic
members formed separately from exterior and interior side-
walls 20 and 22, with the exception of opening 30 formed 1n
upper wall 26 of sidewall 14. Stake pockets 28 are generally
formed from steel or some other type of metal material so
that stake pockets 28 are rigid members, and are fixed to a
surface 32 of interior sidewall 22 that faces exterior sidewall
20 by a fastener, such as a screw or by welding, at a location
that corresponds to openings 30 formed in upper wall 26.
Alternatively, stake pockets 28 can be fixed to a surface (not
shown) of exterior sidewall 20 that faces surface 32 of
interior sidewall 22, or stake pockets 28 may be formed by
portions of the sheet metal that form exterior sidewall 20 and
interior sidewall 22, respectively, of sidewalls 14.

Stake pockets 28 include a primary surface 33 that 1s fixed
to surface 32 of imterior sidewall 22. Primary surface 33
includes a length L1 and a width W1, which may be selected
as desired. In general, length L1 1s 1n the range of 5 to 10
inches and width W 1s 1n the range of 2 to 4 inches. Stake
pockets 28 also include a plurality of side surfaces 34, and
a bottom surface 36. Side surfaces 34 have a length L2 that
1s less than L1 and a width W2 that 1s about equal to W1. A
first flange 38 extends outward from one of the side surfaces
34 that 1s configured to be fixed to surface 32 of interior
sidewall 22. Although not required, a second flange 40 may
extend orthogonal to primary surface 33 that may overlap
with one of the side surfaces 34. One of the side surfaces 34
includes at least one first aperture 42, formed therein, that
faces exterior sidewall 20. Because first aperture 42 faces
exterior sidewall 20, first aperture 42 1s not accessible from
interior 24 of bed 12. Primary surface 33 includes a second
aperture 44 formed therein that 1s aligned with a through-
hole 46 formed in interior sidewall 22, which 1s illustrated
in FIG. 3. Second aperture 44, therefore, 1s accessible from
interior 24 of bed 12 through through-hole 46.

Now referring to FIGS. 3 to 8, a utility bar 48 according
to the present disclosure 1s illustrated. Utility bar 48 may be
a unitary tubular member 50, or utility bar 48 may include
a pair ol sections 50a and 3506 that are telescopically
connected to one another (FIG. 4). In the event that utility
bar 48 includes sections 50a and 5056, one of the sections
(e.g., 50a) may include a diameter that 1s less than that of the
other section (e.g., 505) so that section 50a may be received
within section 505 (not 1llustrated). Regardless, utility bar 48
may be formed of a metal material such as steel or alumi-
num, or a polymeric material that 1s sufliciently rigid so as
to be able to support various loads on the utility bar 48.
Tubular member 50 may include a cross-sectional shape that
1s round, rectangular, square, or oval, without limitation. In
the 1llustrated embodiment, the cross-sectional shape 52 of
tubular member 50 1s rectangular with rounded side surfaces
54.

As shown in FIGS. 5 to 8, utility bar 48 includes a pair of
end fittings 56 that may be attached to tubular member 50
(see, e.g., FIG. 8) by a fastener, such as a set screw 38, so
that tubular member 50 can be easily removed from end
fittings 56. In the event that tubular member 50 1ncludes
sections 50a and 506 that are telescopically connected,
sections 50a and 505 may optionally be brazed or welded to
a respective end fitting 56 rather than using set screw 58.
End fittings 56 are configured to secure tubular member 50
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to stake pockets 28 on opposing sides of bed 12 through
through-hole 46 and second aperture 44, as will be described
in more detail later. In this regard, end fittings 56 include a
first or tubular member receiving end 60, configured for
receipt ol tubular member 50, and an opposite second or
lock receiving end 62, configured to be received within
through-hole 46, and second aperture 44 of stake pocket 28.
Because first end 60 1s configured for receipt of tubular
member 50, first end 60 includes an upper surface 64, a
lower surface 66, and a pair of curved side surfaces 68 that
define a hollow pocket 70 that 1s shaped to correspond to the
cross-sectional shape 52 of tubular member 50. In addition,
first end 60 1ncludes a rear wall 72 that defines a seat for
tubular member 50 when tubular member 50 1s received
within end fitting 56.

Second end 62 1s configured to be received within
through-hole 46 and second aperture 44 of stake pocket 28.
Second end 62 1s defined by an oval-shaped boss 74 that
extends outward from rear wall 72, and 1s shaped to corre-
spond to the shape of through-hole 46, formed in interior
sidewall 22. Through-hole 46 and boss 74, however, may
have different shapes without limitation, 11 desired. Regard-
less, boss 74 assists i locating end fitting 56 relative to
through-hole 46. A pair of spaced-apart retaining flanges 76
extend outward from boss 74. Each retaimng flange 76
includes a proximal portion 78 that extends away from boss
74, and a distal portion 80 that extends orthogonally outward
from proximal portion 78 such that a slot 82 1s formed
between boss 74 and distal portion 80. Slot 82 1s configured
for receipt of a portion of a retainer or lock assembly 84,
positioned within stake pocket 28 that reliably secures utility
bar 48 to stake pocket 28, and prevents thelt of utility bar 48.

An example lock assembly 84 1s 1llustrated in FIGS. 3, 9,
and 10. Reterring to FIG. 3, lock assembly 84 includes a
casing 86 that houses a locking mechanism 88. Casing 86
may be formed of a rigid material such as metal, remnforced
plastic, or any other material that 1s rigid and durable.
Example metal materials include steel, aluminum, and tita-
nium, and example reinforced plastic materials include
polyamide (e.g., Nylon®), without limitation so long as the
maternal 1s rigid and durable.

Locking mechanism 88 includes a lock cylinder 90 that 1s
rotatable between a locked position and an unlocked posi-
tion. To rotate lock cylinder 90, lock cylinder 90 may be
engaged with a key (not shown). A portion of lock cylinder
90, therefore, 1s accessible through a through-hole 92
formed 1n casing 86 (FIG. 9).

More particularly, referring to FIG. 9, lock cylinder 90 1s
a cylindrical-shaped member 94 having a first end 96 with
a first diameter D1 and a second end 98 having a second
diameter D2, where D2 1s less than D1. Lock cylinder 90 1s
inserted into through-hole 92, which 1s defined by first
cylindrical bore 100 that extends outward from casing 86,
having an 1inner diameter that 1s about equal to first diameter
D1, and a second cylindrical bore 102 that extends into
casing 86, having an inner diameter that 1s about equal to
second diameter D2. Because first cylindrical bore 100 has
an mner diameter that 1s greater than the inner diameter of
second cylindrical bore 102, a shoulder 104 1s formed
between first cylindrical bore 100 and second cylindrical
bore 102 that acts as a seat for first end 96 of lock cylinder
90. To retain lock cylinder 90 within first and second
cylindrical bores 100 and 102, a radially inwardly extending
retainer 106 1s formed at a terminal end 108 of second
cylindrical bore 102 that mates with a radially inwardly
extending slot 110 formed 1n second end 98 of lock cylinder
90. To mate retainer 106 with slot 110, lock cylinder 90 1s
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inserted 1nto through-hole 92 1n a first orientation and then
rotated to mate retainer 106 with slot 110.

Lock cylinder 90 includes a prong 112 at second end 98
that extends outward from second end 98. Prong 112 1s
designed to mate with a lever 114 that 1s movable between
a locked position and an unlocked position. In this regard,
lever 114 includes a proximal end 116 having an aperture
118 attached to prong 112 and a distal end 120 (FIG. 3) that
defines a hook 122 that 1s configured to mate with first
aperture 42 of the stake pocket 28 that 1s not accessible from
bed 12. When a key (not shown) is inserted into lock
cylinder 90 and rotated to lock casing 86 to stake pocket 28,
lock cylinder 90 and prong 112 will rotate along with the
key. As prong 112 1s rotated, the lever 114 will be moved
such that hook 122 can be engaged with first aperture 42.
When hook 122 1s engaged with first aperture 42, casing 86
1s prevented from being removable from stake pocket 28.

In order to secure utility bar 48 to lock assemblies 84
located at opposing ends of utility bar 48, second ends 62 of
end fittings 56 must {irst be mated with through-holes 46 and
second apertures 44. Once retaining flanges 76 of end
fittings 56 are inserted through second aperture 44 of stake
pocket 28, casing 86 i1s inserted mto stake pocket 28. As best
shown 1n FIG. 10, as casing 86 1s seated into stake pocket 28,
edges 124 of an elongated slot 126 formed 1n casing 86 will
mate with slots 82 formed between boss 74 and retaining
flanges 76 to secure end fittings 56 to casing 86, and prevent
end fittings 36 from being disengaged from second apertures
44 and through-holes 46. Then, locking mechanism 88 can
be actuated to engage hook 122 with first aperture 42 such
that casing 86 and end fittings 56 having tubular member 50
mated thereto are fixed to stake pocket 28. In this manner,
utility bar 48 1s reliably secured to stake pockets 28, and
prevented from being removed from stake pockets 28 unless
locking mechanism 88 1s actuated to the unlocked position
using the key.

Now referring to FIGS. 11 to 14, a lock assembly 128 that
1s different from lock assembly 84 1s illustrated. Lock
assembly 128 1s different from lock assembly 84 1n that the
lock mechamism does not include lock cylinder 90. In
contrast, a locking mechanism 130 of lock assembly 128
includes a depressible and rotatable cylindrical button 132.
As best shown 1n FIG. 11, casing 86 includes a cylindrical
socket 134 configured for receipt of button 132. Socket 134
has a depth that allows for button 132 to be depressed, as
will be described in more detail below. A base 136 of socket
134 defines a central opening 138 that acts as a guide for a
rod 140 of locking mechamism 130. In addition, socket 134
includes a shoulder 142 that 1s configured to engage with a
radially outwardly extending flange 144 of button 132. In
addition, shoulder 142 1s configured to act as a gripping
teature for removing casing 86 and locking mechanism 130
from stake pocket 28. In this regard, upon depression of
button 132 i1n socket 134, shoulder 142 will become
exposed, which allows the owner of the vehicle to grip the
shoulder 142 with a finger 143 and lift the casing 86 and
locking mechanism 130 from stake pocket 28 (FIG. 14).

Button 132, when rotated to the locked position to align
flange 133 with shoulder 142, 1s biased to abut shoulder 142
by a coil spring 146 seated between button 132 and base 136.
Rod 140 1s connected to one end thereof to button 132 1n a
manner that rod 140 will not rotate along with button 132
when button 132 1s rotated between the locked and unlocked
positions, but will move upward and downward along with
button 132. An opposite end of rod 140 1s attached to a lock
lever 148 including a hook 150 that i1s actuatable between a
locked and unlocked position. Lock lever 148 1s rotatably
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coupled to casing 86 at pivot point 149, and rod 140 includes
an arm 152 that extends orthogonally outward from rod 140
that 1s engaged with an angled slot 154 formed 1n lock lever
148. Lock lever 148, therefore, does not move upward and
downward upon application or removal of a downward force
on button 132. In contrast, as button 132 and rod 140 are
moved upward and downward (1.e., between locked and
unlocked positions), arm 152 1s designed to move through
angled slot 154 which will force hook 150 to move towards
first aperture 42 formed in stake pocket 28 and lock casing
86 to stake pocket 28.

To rotate button 132, button 132 may include a plurality
of depressions 156 that are designed to mate with prongs 158
of a special tool 160 that 1s designed to rotate button 132

(FIGS. 12 and 13). Although the 1llustrated design includes
depressions 156, 1t should be understood that button 132 can
have a contoured recess like that illustrated 1n the second
embodiment without departing from the scope of the present
disclosure. Regardless, because casing 86 1s configured to be
locked to stake pocket 28, casing 86 and utility bar 48 are
reliably secured to stake pocket 28, and are prevented from
being removed by anyone except the owner of the vehicle
that has tool 160.

It should be understood that utility bar 48 1s not neces-
sarily just a tubular member 50 that extends about the width
of bed 12 of the vehicle. In contrast, 1t should be understood
that utility bar 48 can include various accessories, such as a
cleat 162 or some other type of anchor device that 1s attached
to tubular member 50 at various locations along tubular
member 50. Another option 1s for tubular member 50 to
include a bike rack (not shown), gun rack, or some other
type of rack that can support and secure various items to bed
12.

The foregoing description of the embodiments has been
provided for purposes of illustration and description. It 1s not
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the disclosure. Indi-
vidual elements or features of a particular embodiment are
generally not limited to that particular embodiment, but,
where applicable, are interchangeable and can be used 1n a
selected embodiment, even if not specifically shown or
described. The same may also be varied in many ways. Such
variations are not to be regarded as a departure from the
disclosure, and all such modifications are intended to be
included within the scope of the disclosure.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A utility bar configured to be secured to a pair of stake
pockets formed 1n opposing sidewalls of a bed of a vehicle,
cach of the stake pockets including an openming formed 1n an
upper wall of the sidewall, a first aperture that 1s not
accessible from the bed, and a second aperture that is
accessible from the bed, the utility bar comprising:

a tubular member;

a pair of end fittings attached to opposing ends of the
tubular member, each of the end fittings including a
tube receiving end configured for receipt of one of the
opposing ends of the tubular member and a lock
receiving end configured for msertion into the second
aperture that i1s accessible from the bed; and

a pair of lock assemblies, each of the lock assemblies
being configured for receipt within a respective open-
ing ol one of the stake pockets, and each of the lock
assemblies configured to mate with the lock receiving
end of a respective end {itting within the stake pockets
at a location positioned mboard from the second aper-
ture that 1s accessible from the bed.,
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wherein each of the lock assemblies includes a locking
mechanism configured to secure the lock assembly and
the end fitting to the first aperture that 1s not accessible
from the bed.

2. The utility bar according to claim 1, wherein the lock
assembly 1ncludes a casing that houses a movable locking
lever, the movable locking lever being movable between a
locked position and an unlocked position, and 1n the locked
position the movable locking lever 1s configured to engage
the first aperture that 1s not accessible from the bed.

3. The utility bar according to claim 2, wheremn the
movable locking lever 1s moved by rotation of a locking
cylinder located within the casing.

4. The utility bar according to claim 3, wheremn the
locking cylinder includes a pair of prongs that are engaged
with the movable locking lever, and rotation of the prongs
moves the movable locking lever between the locked and
unlocked positions.

5. The utility bar according to claim 2, wherein the
movable locking lever 1s moved by rotation of a rod that 1s
fixed to a depressible and rotatable button that 1s attached to
the casing.

6. The utility bar according to claim 1, wherein the lock
receiving end of the end fitting includes a boss and a pair of
spaced-apart retaining flanges, each retaiming tlange includ-
ing a proximal portion that extends away from the boss, and
a distal portion that extends orthogonally outward from the
proximal portion such that a slot 1s formed between the boss
and the distal portion.

7. The utility bar according to claim 6, wherein the lock
assembly 1ncludes a casing having an elongated slot formed
therein, and opposing edges of the elongated slot are con-
figured to mate with the slots formed between the boss and
the distal portions of the spaced-apart retaining flanges.

8. The utility bar according to claim 1, further comprising,
a cleat or anchor device that 1s attached to the tubular
member.

9. The utility bar according to claim 1, wherein the tubular
member includes a first section telescopically received
within a second section.

10. A utility bar configured to be secured to a pair of stake
pockets formed 1n opposing sidewalls of a bed of a vehicle,
cach of the stake pockets including an opening formed 1n an
upper wall of the sidewall, a first aperture that 1s not
accessible from the bed, and a second aperture that is
accessible from the bed, the utility bar comprising:

a tubular member;

a pair of end fittings attached to opposing ends of the
tubular member, each of the end fittings including a first
end configured for receipt of one of the opposing ends
of the tubular member and an opposite second end
configured for msertion into the second aperture that is
accessible from the bed; and

a pair ol retainers configured to be received within the
openings of the stake pockets, each of the retainers
including a movable locking lever that 1s movable
between a locked position and an unlocked position,
and 1n the locked position the movable locking lever 1s
configured to engage the first aperture that i1s not
accessible from the bed,

wherein each of the retainers 1s configured to mate with a
respective second end of a respective end fitting within
the stake pockets at a location positioned inboard from
the second aperture.

11. The utility bar according to claim 10, wherein each of

the retainers imcludes a casing that houses a locking cylinder
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coupled to a movable locking lever, and the movable locking
lever 1s moved by rotation of the locking cylinder.

12. The utility bar according to claim 11, wherein the
locking cylinder includes a pair of prongs that are engaged
with the movable locking lever, and rotation of the prongs
moves the movable locking lever between the locked and
unlocked positions.

13. The utility bar according to claim 10, wherein each of
the retainers includes a casing that houses a depressible and

rotatable button that 1s coupled to the movable locking lever 19

by arod, and the movable locking lever 1s moved by rotation
of the button and the rod.

14. The utility bar according to claim 13, wherein the
casing includes a socket that supports the button and a
shoulder that 1s exposable upon depression of the button to
enable the retainers to be removed from the stake pockets.

15. The utility bar according to claim 10, wherein the
second end of the end fitting includes a boss and a pair of

15

10

spaced-apart retaining flanges, each of the retaiming flanges
including a proximal portion that extends away from the
boss, and a distal portion that extends orthogonally outward
from the proximal portion such that a slot 1s formed between
the boss and the distal portion.

16. The utility bar according to claim 15, wherein the
retainer includes a casing having an elongated slot formed
therein, and opposing edges of the elongated slot are con-
figured to mate with the slots formed between the boss and
the distal portions of the spaced-apart retaining flanges.

17. The utility bar according to claim 10, further com-
prising a cleat or anchor device that 1s attached to the tubular
member.

18. The utility bar according to claim 10, wherein the

tubular member includes a first section telescopically
received within a second section.

¥ ¥ # ¥ ¥
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