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1
TREADMILL WITH LIGHTED SLATS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation-in-part of International

Patent Application No. PCT/US2020/01°7447, filed Feb. 10,
2020, which claims priority to U.S. Provisional Application
Ser. No. 62/919,133, filed Feb. 28, 2019 and U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 16/418,234, filed May 21, 2019, now
U.S. Pat. No. 10,556,168, the contents of each herein

incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to exercise equipment including
motor driven and manual treadmills and to 1mprovements
thereol, and in particular, to exercise equipment with a
slatted tread, and lighting systems mounted on the treads.

BACKGROUND

Exercise treadmills allow people to walk, jog, run, or
sprint on a stationary machine with a moving tread. Tread-
mill treads can include a continuous belt or a slatted belt.
The treads of both motorized treadmills that move the tread
using a motor and manual treadmuills that rely on the user to
move the tread continue to move once a user of the treadmull
has stepped ofl the tread. The moving tread can make it
dificult for the user to continue using the treadmill once the
user continues to operate the treadmaill. Additionally, other
individuals nearby the moving tread may step onto the tread
unaware that 1t 1s moving. Motorized and manual treadmuills
also allow unauthorized users such as children or animals to
step onto the tread during or after use by an authorized user.
Further, motorized and manual treadmills do not provide an
alert to nearby individuals that the tread 1s moving.

Motorized and manual treadmills also often display infor-
mation to users using a display screen. Such displays may be
ineflective means to relay information to the user of the
treadmill or to observers of the user while the user is
operating the treadmull.

SUMMARY

One aspect of this disclosure 1s a treadmill including a
lighting system. The treadmill includes a tread that rotates
around a front axle and a rear axle, wherein the tread
comprises slats each having a tread surface and an under-
side. The lighting system comprises a light positioned on at
least one slat, wherein the light 1s configured to emit light
from the slat or through adjacent slats. A controller 1s 1n
communication with the light and configured to control the
light.

Another embodiment of a lighting system for a treadmall
includes a tread comprising slats each having a tread surface,
a leading edge and an underside, each slat attached at
longitudinal ends to a respective belt that rotates on bearings
around a front axle and a rear axle. The lighting system
comprises a light attached to the leading edge of a respective
slat such that one or more slats 1s i1lluminated from the
leading edge. A controller 1s 1n communication with each
light and configured to control at least one of on/ofl, color,
brightness, and light emission frequency of each light.

The lighting system embodiments can further comprise a
power rail positioned within the treadmill and extending
along at least a portion of a length of the tread, wherein the
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power rail receives power from a power source. A contactor
1s attached to the underside of each slat, the power rail
positioned such that each contactor contacts the power rail
while the tread rotates, the contactor configured to supply
power to the light when in contact with the power rail.

Also disclosed 1s a treadmill having a tread comprising
multiple slats 1s configured to rotate around a front axle and
a rear axle of the treadmill, wherein at least one of the
multiple slats 1s a lighted slat. The lighted slat comprises a
slat base having an upper surface, a leading edge and an
underside. A light 1s attached to the slat base. The treadmull
further comprises a power source for the light.

The treadmill can have a controller provided on the
underside of the slat base and 1n communication with the
light, the controller controlling at least one of on/ofl, inten-
sity and color.

The treadmill can have a light pipe extending along at
least a portion of the leading edge of the slat base and a light
source positioned on the slat base to illuminate the light
pipe.

The treadmill can have a light source that 1s one or more
of a micro LED, printed LED, and light paper.

The treadmill can have a light source that 1s positioned at
an end of the light pipe.

The treadmill can have a light source that 1s positioned
along a length of the light pipe between the leading edge and
the light pipe.

The treadmaill can have the upper surface of the slat base
including a user contact surface having apertures formed 1n
the user contact surface to create a pattern. The light can
comprise a liber optic associated with a respective aperture,
the fiber optic having a light end positioned at the underside
of the slat base and a lighted end of the fiber optic inserted
into the respective aperture, the lighted end substantially
flush with the user contact surface such that the lighted end
1s visible but does not protrude from the user contact surface.

The treadmill can include a controller provided on the
underside of the slat base and 1n communication with each
fiber optic, the controller configured to control each fiber
optic individually for one or more of on/off, color and
intensity.

The treadmill can have an upper surface of the slat base
that includes a user contact surface with a cut-out 1n a pattern
in the user contact surface. The light can comprise a light
guide 1n a shape of the pattern and configured to fit within
the cut-out and a light source positioned to illuminate the
light guide.

The treadmill can have two adjacent lighted slats, wherein
a first lighted slat of the two adjacent lighted slats has a first
upper surface including a first user contact surface with a
first cut-out 1n a first pattern in the first user contact surface.
A first light of the first lighted slat can comprise a first light
guide 1n a shape of the first pattern and configured to {it
within the first cut-out and a first light source positioned to
illuminate the first light guide. A second lighted slat of the
two adjacent lighted slats has a second upper surface includ-
ing a second user contact surface with a second cut-out 1n a
second pattern in the second user contact surface. The
second light of the second lighted slat can comprise a second
light guide 1n a shape of the second pattern and configured
to 1it within the second cut-out and a second light source
positioned to illuminate the second light guide, wherein the
first light gmide and the second light guide together form a
cohesive pattern.

The treadmill can have a power source that 1s a battery
carried on the underside of the slat base and in electrical
communication with the light.
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The treadmill can have a power source that includes a dual
conducting power rail extending parallel to the at least one
belt, the dual conducting power rail electrified by a primary
power source, and two carbon brushes connected to the
lighted slat and 1n contact with the dual conducting power
rail as the lighted slat moves along the dual conducting
power rail, the two carbon brushes electrified by the power
rail and 1n electrical communication with the light.

The treadmill can have a power source that includes a first
power rail and a second power rail extending parallel to the
first power rail, the first and second power rails positioned
proximate opposing ends of the lighted slat and powered by
a primary power source, and a first carbon brush attached to
the lighted slat and in contact with the first power rail and a
second carbon brush attached to the lighted slat and 1n
contact with the second power rail, wherein the first carbon
brush and the second carbon brush conduct power to the
light from the first and second power rails.

The treadmill can have a power source that includes a first
power rail and a second power rail extending parallel to the
first power rail, the first and second power rails positioned
proximate opposing ends of the lighted slat and powered by
a primary power source, and a first wire contact attached to
the lighted slat and in contact with the first power rail and a
second wire contact attached to the lighted slat and 1n
contact with the second power rail, wherein the first wire
contact and the second wire contact conduct power to the
light from the first and second power rails.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The disclosure 1s best understood from the following
detailed description when read in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings. It 1s emphasized that, according to
common practice, the various features of the drawings are
not to-scale. On the contrary, the dimensions of the various
features are arbitrarily expanded or reduced for clarity.

FIG. 1 1s a top perspective view of a treadmull.

FIG. 2 15 a top perspective view of a weight measurement
or presence detection system of the treadmull.

FIG. 3 1s a diagram of internal components of the tread-
muall.

FIG. 4 15 a side view of an embodiment of a lock.

FIG. SA 1s a flow diagram of an embodiment of a
user-initiation system and process.

FIG. 5B 1s a flow diagram of another embodiment of the
user-initiation system and process.

FIG. 6 1s a tflow diagram of a process of engaging a lock
when the lock has been disengaged and the treadmill has
been 1n use.

FIG. 7 1s a side view of an embodiment of a brake.

FIG. 8 1s a flow diagram of a process of operating a brake
while a tread of the treadmill 1s moving.

FIG. 9 1s a top perspective view of lights configured to
emit light through a first lens.

FIG. 10 1s a top perspective view of the first lens and a
third lens located 1n a cavity.

FIG. 11 1s a side view of the tread and the cavity in which
lights are located 1n the cavity and remain stationary relative

to the tread.

FIG. 12 1s a side view of a slat of the tread.

FIG. 13 1s a top perspective view ol a power rail.

FIG. 14 1s a partial rear view of the slat including a
contactor contacting the power rail according to one
embodiment.
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FIG. 15 1s a rear view of a portion of the slat including two
of the contactors contacting the power rail according to

another embodiment.

FIG. 16A 1s a 1s a top, partial cross-sectional view of a
portion of the slat conductoring a power rail according to
another embodiment.

FIG. 16B 1s a side view of a portion of a power rail
powering lighted slats around an axle.

FIG. 17 1s a top perspective view ol a portion of the slat
according to another embodiment.

FIG. 18 1s an exploded view of a portion of the slat
according to another embodiment.

FIG. 19A 15 an exploded view of another embodiment of
a lighted slat.

FIG. 19B 1s a cross-sectional view of the lighted slat of
FIG. 19A.

FIGS. 20A-20C are examples of light pipes that can be
used with the lighted slats described herein.

FIG. 21A 15 a plan view of a lighted slat using light fiber
optics.

FIG. 21B 1s a side view of the lighted slat in FIG. 21A.

FIGS. 22A and 22B are plan views of examples of lighted
slats using light guides to create a pattern over one or more
slats.

FIG. 22C 1s a cross-sectional view of the lighted slat of
FIG. 22A.

FIGS. 23A and 23B are views of a power disk used to
power the lighted slats as disclosed herein.

FIG. 24 15 a schematic of the power disk attached to a belt
wheel with a spring-loaded carbon brush together powering
a lighted slat as disclosed herein.

FIG. 25 1s a schematic of an example of a spring-loaded
carbon brush.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Described herein are devices, systems, and methods to
improve the operation of both motorized and non-motorized
treadmills. A locking system 1s described that may be
configured to stop rotation of a treadmull tread after a user of
the treadmill dismounts the treadmill. The locking system
may prevent operation of the treadmill until the system
determines that the next user 1s an authorized user. A braking
system 1s described that may be configured to slow rotation
of the tread when the user steps ofl of the tread and onto side
rails of the treadmill. The braking system may allow free
rotation of the tread when the system determines that the
user has stepped back onto the tread. Treadmill lighting
systems are also described. The lighting systems may alert
individuals near the treadmill that the treadmill 1s opera-
tional. The lighting systems may also convey information to
the user and observers of the user, including but not limited
to the user’s performance or biometric data.

FIG. 1 1s a top perspective view of a treadmill 100. The
treadmill 100 may include a tread 102, side skarts 104, side
rails 106, support members 108, a handrail 110, and a
display 112. The treadmill 100 may also include one or more
sensors, including but not limited to: infrared sensors,
welght sensors, heartrate sensors, proximity sensors, or any
other user detection or biometric sensor. In the illustrated,
non-limiting example shown in FIG. 1, the treadmill 100
includes presence sensors 116, weight sensors 118, and
proximity sensors 120.

The tread 102 1s a moving surface traversed by a user
operating the treadmill 100 and may include a continuous or
segmented belt. In the illustrated, non-limiting example
shown 1 FIG. 1, the tread 102 includes multiple slats.
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Longitudinal ends of each slat may be attached to a respec-
tive belt that rotates on fixed bearings (e.g., free-turning
roller bearings) around a front axle and a rear axle. The slats
may be configured with a space between adjacent slats or the
adjacent slats may be in contact with each other. In other
embodiments, the tread 102 may include a continuous
rubber belt. The tread 102 may be actuated by a motor (a
motorized treadmill) or may be moved under the power of
the user (a manual treadmill, also referred to a non-motor-
ized treadmill). The tread 102 may be supported by an
underlying frame (e.g., a rigid metal frame, not shown in
FIG. 1) such that the tread 102 may include a flat, curved,
inclined, or declined shape or orientation. The tread 102 may
include any other shape or orientation.

One or more side skirts 104 may be supported by the
underlying frame on opposing sides of the tread 102. Each
side skirt 104 may include a side rail 106 located on an upper
surface of the side skirt 104. The side rails 106 may be
integral with the side skirts 104 or may be separately located
on the side skirts 104. The side rail 106 provides a surface
for the user to safely stand on the treadmill 100. For
example, the user may stand on the side rails 106 to mount
or dismount the tread 102 or to mount or dismount the
treadmill 100 entirely while the tread 102 1s moving or
stationary. The side rails 106 may extend along any length
and width of the side skirts 104. Each of the side rails 106
may include a foot pad 122 designating one or more portions
of the side rails 106 on which the user may stand. The foot
pads 122 may be integral with the side rails 106 or may be
separately located on the side rails 106. The foot pads 122
may be illuminated by lights located on, above, around,
and/or underneath the foot pads 122 to indicate a location for
the user to stand on the side rails 106. For example, an
outline of a foot may be 1lluminated from below the side rail
106 using opaque or transparent plastic material through
which undermounted lights shine. The foot pads 122 may be
illuminated by the lights in response to detection of the user
by the proximity sensors 120, the presence sensors 116, or
an put on the display 112.

The support members 108 may include struts or any other
structural member. The support members 108 may be
coupled at one end to the underlying frame and/or the side
skirts 104 and at the other end to the handrail 110. The
support members 108 provide structural support to the
handrail 110 and may be coupled to any portion of the
underlying frame and/or side skirts 104 (e.g., in the middle
of the treadmill 100, at either end of the treadmaill 100, or at
any location therebetween). Any number of support mem-
bers 108 can be used. The frame 202 may support other
components of the treadmill 100 including but not limited to
axles, the side skirts 104, the side rails 106, the support
members 108, and/or the handrail 110. The frame 202 may
be made of any metal or any other material and may include
one or more structural members.

The handrail 110 1s coupled to the support members 108
and provides the user support while the user 1s operating the
treadmill 100. For example, the user may hold onto the
handrail 110 to mount or dismount the tread 102 or to mount
or dismount the treadmill 100 entirely. The handrail 110,
alone or in combination with other support members, sup-
ports the display 112. The display 112 may include any
screen (e.g., touchscreen) located on the handrail 110. The
display 112 may include a non-contact skin temperature
sensor 113 that may be configured to measure the tempera-
ture of the user while the user 1s present on the treadmall
without the need for the sensor to contact the user. The
display 112 may display information to the user including
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but not limited to: user heartrate, temperature, user calories
burned, or any other biometric data; distance traveled,
distance remaining, workout duration, workout time remain-
ing, tread speed, user running pace, or any other user
performance information; and/or data associated with
another treadmill user.

The treadmill 100 may include one or more systems to
improve functionality of the treadmill 100 and to enhance
the user’s experience. The treadmill 100 may include a lock
system configured to prevent rotation of the tread 102 while
the treadmill 100 1s not 1n use and to stop rotation of the
tread 102 1n response to the user dismounting the treadmall
100. The treadmill 100 may additionally include a braking
system configured to slow rotation of the tread 102 while the
treadmill 100 1s being operated but no user 1s present on the
tread 102. These systems may operate 1n response to signals
received from the weight sensors 118 and the presence
sensors 116.

One or more weight sensors 118 may be positioned such
that weight and/or presence 1s detected when a user stands
on the foot pads 122 and/or the side rails 106. The weight
sensors 118 may include strain sensors or any sensor con-
figured to detect the weight and/or presence of the user. For
example, two strain sensors may be positioned under each
foot pad 122 between the underlying frame and a bracket
200 shown 1n FIG. 2. The bracket 200 may be positioned
under the foot pads 122 and the tread 102 to evenly
distribute the user’s weight to the weight sensors 118 while
standing on the foot pads 122.

In the illustrated, non-limiting example shown 1n FIG. 2,
the bracket 200 has two opposing flanges 204 that overlay
the strain gauges. A plate 206 extends between the flanges
204 to connect the flanges 204. In the illustrated, non-
limiting example, the bracket 200 1s U-shaped. The flanges
204 may be itegral with the plate 206. For example, the
bracket 200 may include a one-piece, pre-formed plastic or
metal bracket. The bracket 200 can also include any con-
figuration and/or orientation relative to the frame 202.

The weight sensors 118 may measure the weight of the
user 1n response to the user stepping on the foot pads 122
overlying the bracket 200. In some embodiments, 1n
response to a request by the user to measure the user’s
weight (e.g., using the display 112), the foot pads 122 may
be 1lluminated by the lights to indicate to the user to stand
on the foot pads 122. The user’s weight may also be
automatically measured 1n response to the weight sensors
118 detecting the user’s presence on the foot pads 122. The
user’s weight may be displayed by the display 112.

Additionally and/or alternatively, the weight sensors 118
may detect the user’s presence on the foot pads 122 and/or
side rails 106. Additional weight sensors 118 may be posi-
tioned under the side rails 106 along a length of each side rail
106 for detecting presence. The treadmill 100 may be
activated by a controller (later described with respect to FIG.
3) in response to the weight sensors 118 detecting the
presence of the user on the foot pads 122 and/or the side rails
106. The treadmill 100 may also be deactivated by the
controller 1n response to the weight sensors 118 detecting
that no user 1s present on the foot pads 122 and/or the side
rails 106.

One or more of the presence sensors 116 may be located
on any portion of the support members 108, the handrail 110
or the display 112. The presence sensors 116 may include
inirared sensors, ultrasonic sensors, LED linear light sen-
sors, or any other sensor configured to detect a presence of
the user on the treadmill 100 (e.g., standing between the
support members 108, on the tread 102, the side rails 106,
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and/or the foot pads 122). The presence sensors 116 are
positioned such that presence of a person near but not on the
treadmill 100 will not be detected. The presence sensors 116
and the weight sensors 118 may operate together to detect
the presence of the user on any portion of the treadmall 100.

In one example, a user iitiation system and method
include weight sensors 118 under the foot pads 122 and side
rails 106, presence sensors 116, and a lock 316 (later
described with respect to FIG. 3). The user initiation method
includes a user approaching a treadmill 100 with the intent
to use the treadmill 100 that 1s not currently n use. IT
motorized, the power 1s ofl. In order to enable use of the
treadmill 100, the user steps on the foot pads 122 or side rails
106 to activate the weight sensors 118, which detect the
user’s presence. Additionally, the presence sensors 116
detect that the user 1s on an area of the treadmaill 100 1n
which desire to use may be inferred. The non-contact
temperature sensor 113 can also function as a presence
sensor 116, as the detection of a temperature equivalent to
that of a person will indicate that a user 1s present 1n an area
of the treadmill 1n which use could be itiated. The com-
bination of presence detected by both the weight sensors 118
and the presence sensors 116 can nitiate unlocking of the
lock 316, which when in the locking position, prevents
rotation of the tread 102 1n any direction. Additionally, the
user 1nitiation system and method may require that the user
input a code prior to unlocking the lock 316, as will be
described 1n more detail below. The user initiation system
and method prevent the tread 102 from moving if a person
or animal 1s on the treadmill 100 for reasons other than use.

FIG. 3 1s a diagram of internal components of the tread-
mill 100 including the lock and brake systems. In the
illustrated, non-limiting example, the frame 202 includes
two side members supporting the side skirts 104 and mul-
tiple cross-members extending between the side members.
The support members 108 are coupled to the side members
of the frame 202. The bracket 200 extends between the two
side members of the frame 202. Weight sensors 118 are
positioned on side members of the frame 202 underneath the
flanges 204 of the bracket 200. Additional weight sensors
118 are positioned on the side members of the frame 202
underneath the side skirts 104. The treadmill 100 may
include any number of weight sensors.

The treadmill 100 may include a front axle 300 and a rear
axle 302. The front axle 300 and the rear axle 302 may be
coupled to the frame 202 and may rotate relative to the frame
202 via bearings 312. The bearings 312 may allow two-way
or one-way rotation of the front axle 300 and the rear axle
302. One-way rotation allows the tread 102 to rotate 1n only
one direction and prohibits the tread 102 from moving
“backwards™ 1n the opposite direction.

The front axle 300 and the rear axle 302 may include a
front axle drum 304 and a rear axle drum 306 respectively.
The front axle drum 304 and the rear axle drum 306 may be
fixed to the front axle 300 and the rear axle 302 respectively
such that the front axle drum 304 and the rear axle drum 306
rotate with the front axle and the rear axle. The front axle
drum 304 and the rear axle drum 306 may enlarge the
diameter of the front axle 300 and the rear axle 302
respectively. The tread 102 may extend around the front axle
drum 304 and the rear axle drum 306 such that rotation of
the front axle drum 304 and/or the rear axle drum 306 results
in rotation of the tread 102. In embodiments where the
treadmill 100 1s motorized, an electric motor (not shown)
can be coupled to and may rotate the front axle 300, the rear
axle 302, the front axle drum 304, and/or the rear axle drum
306 when activated. The electric motor may be coupled to
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the front axle 300, rear axle 302, front axle drum 304, or rear
axle drum 306 via a belt or any other known means. For
example, a belt may be attached to the tread on either side
of the tread, the belt rotated around wheels 338 that are
turned by the axles/drums. The electric motor may be
directly coupled to the frame 202 or may be coupled to the
frame 202 via a bracket or any other intermediate compo-
nent.

In embodiments where the treadmill 100 1s non-motor-
1zed, the treadmill 100 may include an electric generator
308. The electric generator 308 may convert rotation of the
front axle 300, the rear axle 302, the front axle drum 304,
and/or the rear axle drum 306 to electrical energy stored 1n
the battery 310. The electric generator 308 may include a
dynamo generator, a magneto motor, or any other device
configured to convert rotation of the axles or axle drums to
energy used to power the battery 310. The electric generator
308 may be coupled to the front axle 300, the rear axle 302,
the front axle drum 304, or the rear axle drum 306 via a belt
or any other known means. The electric generator 308 may
be directly coupled to the frame 202 or may be coupled to
the frame 202 via a bracket or any other intermediate
component.

The battery 310 may include a 12/24 VDC battery but
may include one or more batteries of any type, operating at
any voltage. The battery 310 may be directly coupled to the
frame 202 or may be coupled to the frame 202 via a bracket
or any other intermediate component. In other embodiments,
the battery 310 may not be coupled to the frame 202. The
battery 310 may be external to the treadmill 100 (e.g., the
battery 310 may be located adjacent to the treadmill 100 or
beneath the treadmill 100 1n a space defined by the treadmull
100). The battery 310 may include a charging port to receive
power Irom an external power source. The charging port
may be used 11 the charge of the battery 310 is depleted. The
battery 310 may power any electrical component described
herein, including but not limited to any lights, sensors,
displays, or controllers. Additionally and/or alternatively,
the treadmill 100 may include a power cord configured to
clectrically connect to an external power source (e.g., a
power socket). Power received by the power cord may be
used to power the described electrical components.

The treadmill 100 may include a controller 314. The
controller 314 may receive data from the presence sensors
116, the weight sensors 118, the proximity sensors 120,
and/or any other sensors. The controller 314 may also be 1n
clectrical communication with any other described electrical
component, including but not limited to the display 112, the
clectric generator 308, and the battery 310. The controller
314 may be coupled to any portion of the frame 202 but may
be coupled to any portion of the treadmill 100. The control-
ler 314 may be coupled to the frame 202 via a bracket or any
other intermediate component or may be directly coupled to
the frame 202 or to a surface of the battery 310 (e.g., a top
surface of the battery 310).

The treadmill may also or alternatively include a wireless
charging system including a battery having features similar
to those of the battery, a power transmitter, and a power
receiver, each 1n communication with the controller. The
battery may be attached to any portion of the treadmill or
may be placed near the treadmill. The power transmitter 1s
configured to transmit power wirelessly from a power source
(e.g., a wall outlet) to the power receiver via inductive
coupling. In other embodiments, any suitable method of
wireless power transier may be used. The power receiver 1s
configured to receive the power from the power transmitter
and to supply the power to the battery for recharging.
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The lock 316 1s configured to automatically stop rotation
of the tread 102 1n any direction when the user 1s not present
on the treadmill 100 (e.g., not present on the tread 102 or the
side rails 106). Once the lock 316 1s engaged, such as when
the user steps ofl of the treadmull, the lock 316 may prevent
rotation of the tread 102 in any direction until the user 1s
again 1dentified by presence with the weight sensors, 1nfra-
red sensors and, in some embodiments, the entry of an
identification code.

The lock 316 may include a locking member 318, a
locking member receiver 320, an actuator 322, and an
actuator bracket 324. In the 1llustrated, non-limiting example
shown 1 FIG. 3, the locking member receiver 320 1s
coupled to the rear axle drum 306 and rotates with the rear
axle drum 306. The locking member receiver 320 may be
coupled to the rear axle drum 306 using keys, screws, nuts,
bolts, rivets, welding, or any other means of attachment. In
other embodiments, the locking member receiver 320 may
be coupled to the front axle 300, the front axle drum 304, or
the rear axle 302. The locking member receiver 320 1s
configured to receive the locking member 318. The locking
member receiver 320 may include a cam or any other device
capable of engaging with the locking member 318 to pro-
hibi1t rotation of the front axle 300, rear axle 302, front axle
drum 304, and/or the rear axle drum 306 1n any direction.

The actuator 322 1s configured to move the locking
member 318 between a locked position and an unlocked
position. The actuator 322 may include any type of spring,
motor, solenoid, electric cylinder having an integrated
motor, or any other device capable of moving the locking
member 318 to engage the locking member receiver 320.
The actuator 322 1s coupled to the actuator bracket 324 using
any described means of attachment. The actuator bracket
324 1s coupled to the frame 202 using any described means
of attachment. In other embodiments, the actuator 322 may
be directly coupled to any portion of the frame 202.

The actuator 322 1s configured to move the locking
member 318 to engage the locking member receiver 320.
The locking member 318 can include any bolt, rod, plate,
piston, or any other device configured to engage the locking
member receiver 320 to prohibit rotation of the front axle
300, rear axle 302, front axle drum 304, and/or the rear axle
drum 306 1n any direction.

To move the locking member 318 into the locked position,
the actuator 322 moves the locking member 318 towards the
locking member receiver 320 until the locking member 318
engages the locking member receiver 320. In the locked
position, contact between the locking member 318 and the
locking member receiver 320 prohibits the locking member
receiver 320 and the rear axle drum 306 from rotating 1n any
direction. Stopping rotation of the rear axle drum 306 results
in stopping rotation of the tread 102. In the unlocked
position, the locking member 318 does not contact the
locking member recetver 320 and the locking member
receiver 320 and the rear axle drum 306 1s allowed to rotate
freely. Multiple locks 316 may be used to stop rotation of the
front axle 300, the rear axle 302, the front axle drum 304, or
the rear axle drum 306. The lock 316 may be used in
embodiments where the treadmill 100 1s motorized or non-
motorized.

FI1G. 4 1s a side view of an embodiment of a lock 400 that
can be used as lock 316 and may include features similar to
those of the lock 316 except as otherwise described. An
actuator bracket 402 includes a first plate 404 and a second
plate 406. The first plate 404 can be disposed on one side of
any portion of the frame 202 and the second plate 406 can
be disposed on an opposing side of the portion of the frame
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202. The first plate 404 and the second plate 406 are coupled
using nuts and screws, but any other described means of
attachment can be used. The actuator bracket 402 1s not
limited to the structure shown in FIG. 4 but may include any
intermediate component of any shape and size coupling an
actuator to the frame 202.

The lock 400 includes a toothed cam 408 coupled to the
rear axle drum 306 such that the toothed cam 408 rotates
with the rear axle drum 306. The toothed cam 408 1s coupled
to the rear axle drum 306 using keys 409. The toothed cam
408 may include two halves that are coupled via tlanges 412
and fasteners such as nuts and bolts. The toothed cam 408
may include sidewalls on opposing sides of the toothed cam
408. The toothed cam 408 1s shown having four teeth but
may include any number of teeth. The teeth of the toothed
cam 408 may have any shape. In other embodiments, any
type of cam having any shape may be used. The lock 400
includes a solenoid 414 (e.g., a bi-state solenoid) coupled to
the first plate 404 of the actuator bracket 402 using screws,
bolts, or any other described means of attachment. The
solenoid 414 may include features similar to those of the
actuator 322 except as otherwise described. In other embodi-
ments, any other actuator may be used. The lock 400
includes a bolt 416 coupled to the solenoid 414. The bolt 416
may 1nclude features similar to those of the locking member
318 except as otherwise described.

The solenoid 414 1s configured to move the bolt 416
between locked and unlocked positions. To move the bolt
416 1nto the locked position (shown in broken lines), the
solenoid 414 moves the bolt 416 towards the toothed cam
408 until the bolt 416 engages a tooth of the toothed cam
408. Engagement between the bolt 416 and the tooth of the
toothed cam 408 stops the toothed cam 408 from rotating in
any direction. Stopping rotation of the toothed cam 408
stops rotation of the rear axle drum 306, which stops rotation
of the tread 102. To move the bolt 416 into the unlocked
position, the solenoid 414 1s configured to move the bolt
away from the toothed cam 408 until the bolt 416 does not
contact the toothed cam 408, allowing the toothed cam 408
to rotate freely. In embodiments where the solenoid 414 1s
a bi-state solenoid, once the solenoid 414 1s energized by the
battery 310 to move the bolt 416 to the locked position, the
bolt 416 remains 1n the locked position until the solenoid
414 1s energized again. In such embodiments, the bolt 416
may remain 1n the locked position even 1f no power 1s
supplied to the solenoid 414 or any other component of the
treadmill 100. Similarly, once the solenoid 414 1s energized
by the battery 310 to move the bolt 416 to the unlocked
position, the bolt 416 remains in the unlocked position until
the solenoid 414 is energized again.

The lock 316 (or lock 400) may be 1n electrical commu-
nication with the controller 314 and may operate 1 con-
junction with the weight sensors 118 and the presence
sensors 116 as a user-initiated system and method as fol-
lows. When not 1in use, the treadmill 100 will be locked, 1.e.,
the lock 316 will be 1n the locked position. For example, if,
during operation of the treadmill 100, the controller 314
determines that the user 1s not present on the tread 102 and
not present on the side rails 106, the controller 314 1s
configured to engage the lock 316 as previously described to
prevent movement of the tread 102 1n any direction. Engage-
ment of the lock 316 may be instant, 1.¢., as soon as the
sensors 118, 116 both fail to detect a user. Engagement of the
lock 316 may occur after a period of time. In embodiments
where the treadmill 100 1s motorized, the controller 314 may
disconnect (e.g., electrically disconnect) power to the elec-
tric motor (not shown) before engaging the lock 316. In
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embodiments where the treadmill 100 1s non-motorized, the
battery powers the actuator to engage the lock 316. Prior to
or 1n response to engaging the lock 316, the display 112 may
generate a notification indicating to the user that the lock 316
will be engaged and/or 1s engaged.

Once the controller 314 has engaged the lock 316, the
lock 316 remains engaged until the controller 314 deter-
mines that one or more 1mitiation criteria have been met. The
initiation criteria may include one or more in combination:
detection of the user’s presence on the foot pads 122 by the
weilght sensors 118; detection of the user’s presence on both
side rails 106 by the weight sensors 118; detection of the
user’s presence on any portion of the side rail 106 by the
weight sensors 118; detection of the user by the presence
sensors 116; a determination by the controller 314 that a user
weilght detected by the weight sensors 118 meets or exceeds
a threshold weight; and/or authorization of an 1dentification
code entered by the user (e.g., using the display 112).

In embodiments where the initiation criteria includes
authorization of the identification code, the controller 314
may verily the identification code by comparing the 1denti-
fication code to a list of authorized codes stored locally on
the treadmall 100 (e.g., in memory included 1n the controller
314) or remotely on a server device in communication with
the treadmill 100 (e.g., 1In communication with the controller
314) 1n response to receiving the user’s 1dentification code.
The controller 314 may disengage the lock 316 in response
to determining that the identification code entered by the
user matches one of the authorized codes. The identification
code prevents unauthorized users from using the treadmaill
100. In some embodiments, no i1dentification code 1is
required. Additionally and/or alternatively, the treadmaill 100
may verily the identity of the user using biometric informa-
tion detected by any sensors located on the treadmill 100
(e.g., lingerprint data, voice data, or facial recognition data).

FIG. 5A 1s a flow diagram of an embodiment of the
user-initiation system and process 300, imitiating use of the
treadmill 100 where the lock 316 1s 1n the engaged position.
It 1s contemplated that either or both of a weight sensor or
presence sensor may detect a user on the treadmill and turn
on the display. The display may direct the user to stand on
the foot pads 122 to unlock the tread. In operation 502, the
controller 314 receives a signal from the weight sensors 118
indicating detection of the user’s presence the foot pads 122.
In operation 504, the controller 314 determines whether the
weight of the user meets or exceeds a threshold weight in
response to the weight sensors 118 detecting the user’s
presence. The threshold weight can be preprogrammed 1nto
the controller or can be set by the owner or operator. As one
example, the weight threshold reduces the chance that a
child who should not be using the treadmull 1s able to unlock
the treadmill. In optional operation 506, the controller 314
receives an 1dentification code and determines whether the
identification code 1s an authorized code. It 1s contemplated
that the display may present a prompt for the user to input
his or her identification code prior to or once the user 1s
standing on the foot pads 122.

In operation 508, the controller 314 1mtiates disengage-
ment of the lock 316 in response to determiming that the user
1s present on the foot pads 122 and equals or exceeds the
threshold weight and optionally inputted the proper i1denti-
fication code, leaving the user free to use the treadmaill 100.
The disengagement 1s powered by the battery for a non-
motorized treadmill and 1s powered by the motor for a
motorized treadmill. For example, referring to the lock 400
shown 1n FIG. 4, the controller 314 may initiate the solenoid
414 to move the bolt 416 away from the toothed cam 408
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into the locked position. In operation 508, the controller 314
may also 1mtiate activation of any other electronic compo-
nents of the treadmill 100, including but not limited to any
displays, lights, motors, or controllers. The mitiation system
will not be needed again until the lock 1s 1n 1ts locked
position.

FIG. 5B 1s a flow diagram of another embodiment of the
user-mitiation system and process 520, mnitiating use of the
treadmill 100 where the lock 316 1s 1n the engaged position.
It 1s contemplated that either or both of a weight sensor or
presence sensor may detect a user on the treadmill and turn
on the display. The display may direct the user to stand on
the side rails for safety. In operation 522, the controller 314
receives a signal from at least one weight sensor 118 on at
least one side rail indicating detection of the user’s presence.
Alternatively, the system may require that the controller 314
receives a signal from at least one weight sensor 118 on each
side rail indicating presence of the user, 1.e., the user 1s
straddling the tread. In operation 524, the controller 314
receives a signal from the presence sensors 116 indicating
detection of the user 1n an area of the tread and/or side rails
suggesting an intent to use the treadmill. In operation 526,
the controller 314 receives an 1dentification code and deter-
mines whether the identification code 1s an authorized code.
It 1s contemplated that the display may present a prompt for
the user to input his or her identification code prior to or once
the user 1s standing on the foot pads 122.

In operation 528, the controller 314 initiates disengage-
ment of the lock 316 in response to determining that the user
1s present on the treadmill and has iput the proper 1denti-
fication code, leaving the user free to use the treadmaill 100.

FIG. 6 1s a flow diagram of a process 600 of engaging the
lock 316 when the lock has been disengaged and the
treadmill has been in use. In operation 602, the controller
314 recerves no signal from any of the weight sensors 118
associated with the foot pads 122 and the side rails 106. In
operation 604, the controller 314 receives no signal from any
presence sensor 116. In operation 606, the controller 314
determines that no user 1s present on the treadmill 100 1n
response to the lack of a signal from any weight sensor 118
and any presence sensor 116.

In embodiments where the treadmill 100 1s a motorized
treadmill, the process 600 may include operation 608. In
operation 608, the controller 314 disconnects the electric
motor from power 1n response to determining that no user 1s
present on the treadmaill 100. The controller 314 may 1mitiate
engagement of the lock 316 1n response to determining that
no user 1s present on the treadmill 100 and 1n response to

disconnecting the power to the electric motor. In embodi-
ments where the treadmaill 100 i1s a non-motorized treadmull,
the process 600 proceeds from operation 606 to operation
610. In operation 610, the controller 314 mitiates engage-
ment of the lock 316 1n response to determining that no user
1s present on the treadmill 100. The controller 314 may
initiate engagement of the lock 316 after a threshold period
has expired. In one example, the controller 314 may 1nitiate
engagement of the lock 316 1n response to determining that
no user 1s present on the treadmill 100 and to determiming
that the threshold period has expired. The threshold period
begins 1n response to determining that no user 1s present on
the treadmaill 100. The threshold period of time can vary and
can be set by the user of the treadmill or can be predeter-
mined. The lock 316 remains engaged until the mnitiation
process previously described 1s completed. The controller
314 may deactivate the display 112 and/or other electronic
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components of the treadmill 100 1n response to determining
that no user 1s present on the tread 102 and that no user 1s
present on the side rails 106.

Referring back to FIG. 3, the treadmill 100 may include
a brake 326. The brake 326 1s configured to slow rotation of
the tread 102 1n response to the user stepping oil of the tread
102 and onto the side rails 106 (e.g., while the user 1s
resting). By slowing but not completely stopping rotation of
the tread 102 while the user 1s resting on the side rails 106,
the user may step back onto the tread 102 and continue using,
the treadmill more easily. Additionally and/or alternatively,
the brake 326 may stop rotation of the tread 102 over a
period of time 1f the user 1s standing on the side rails 106 for
an extended period of time.

During use of the treadmill 100, a user may step on the
side rails 106 and offl of the tread 102 to take a drink, answer
a phone call, talk to someone present, or rest, as non-limiting
examples. When the user steps on the side rails 106 while the
tread 102 1s moving, the brake 326 engages to slow the tread
102 down so that when the user 1s ready to step back on the
tread 102, the tread 102 moves at a slower, more manageable
pace than when the user stepped ofl. If the treadmill 100 1s
a motorized treadmill, the power to the electric motor will be
temporarily disconnected while the brake 326 1s applied.
The brake 326 may be applied until the user steps back on
the tread 102, 1.e., no weight sensor 118 on the side rails 106
detects the user’s weight. The user will then bring the tread
102 up to the desired rotational speed, either under the user’s
own power (if the treadmill 100 1s non-motorized) or by
using a tread speed control on the display 112 (if the
treadmill 100 1s motorized). If the user remains off the tread
102 and on the foot pads 122 for a period of time, the brake
326 may be disengaged when a threshold time or speed 1s
reached, allowing the tread 102 to further slow under its own
momentum. Alternatively, the brake 326 can be applied until
the earlier of the tread 102 1s stopped or the user steps back
on the tread 102.

The brake 326 may include a brake actuator 328, a brake
actuator bracket 330, a braking member 332, and a braking
member receiver 334. In the illustrated, non-limiting
example, the braking member receiver 334 1s coupled to and
rotates with the front axle drum 304. The braking member
receiver 334 imcludes a channel 336 having an interior
profile corresponding to the exterior profile of the braking
member 332. The braking member receiver 334 may be
coupled to the front axle drum 304 using keys, screws, nuts,
bolts, rivets, welding, or any other means of attachment. In
other embodiments, the braking member receiver 334 may
be coupled to the front axle 300, the rear axle 302, or the rear
axle drum 306. The braking member receiver 334 1s con-
figured to receive the braking member 332. The braking
member receiver 334 may include a circular coupling or any
other device configured to receive the braking member 332
to slow rotation of the front axle 300, rear axle 302, {front
axle drum 304, and/or the rear axle drum 306. Multiple
brakes 326 may be used to slow rotation of the front axle
300, the rear axle 302, or the rear axle drum 306. The brake
326 may be used 1n embodiments where the treadmill 100 1s
motorized or non-motorized.

The brake actuator 328 1s configured to move the braking
member 332 between a braking position and a non-braking,
position. The brake actuator 328 may include any type of
spring, motor, solenoid, electric cylinder having an inte-
grated motor, or any other device capable of moving the
braking member 332 to engage the braking member receiver
334. The brake actuator 328 1s coupled to the brake actuator
bracket 330 using any described means of attachment. The
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brake actuator bracket 1s coupled to the frame 202 using any
described means of attachment. In other embodiments, the
brake actuator 328 may be directly coupled to any portion of
the frame 202.

The brake actuator 328 1s configured to move the braking
member 332 to engage the braking member receiver 334.
The braking member 332 can include a brake pad, caliper, or
any other device configured to engage the braking member
recerver 334 to slow rotation of the front axle 300, rear axle
302, front axle drum 304, and/or the rear axle drum 306.

To move the braking member 332 into the braking posi-
tion, the brake actuator 328 moves the braking member 332
towards the braking member receiver 334 until the braking
member 332 engages the braking member receiver 334. In
the braking position, friction between the braking member
332 and the braking member receiver 334 reduces the
rotational speed of the front axle drum 304. In the non-
braking position, the braking member 332 does not engage
the braking member receiver 334 and the front axle drum
304 1s allowed to rotate freely. A reduction in rotational
speed of the front axle drum 304 results in a reduction 1n
rotational speed of the tread 102. In some embodiments, the
braking member receiver 334 is not required and the braking
member 332 directly engages the front axle 300, the rear
axle 302, the front axle drum 304, and/or the rear axle drum
306.

FIG. 7 1s a side view of an embodiment of a brake 700 that
can be used as brake 326 and may include features similar
to those of brake 326 except as otherwise described. In the
illustrated, non-limiting example, the brake 700 includes a
brake actuator bracket 702 including a first plate 704 and a
second plate 706. The first plate 704 can be disposed on one
side of any portion of the frame 202 and the second plate 706
can be disposed on an opposing side of the portion of the
frame 202. The first plate 704 and the second plate 706 are
coupled using nuts and screws, but any other described
means of attachment can be used. The brake actuator bracket
702 1s not limited to the structure shown in FIG. 7 but may
include any intermediate component of any shape and size
coupling a brake actuator to the frame 202.

The brake 700 includes a solenoid 708 (e.g., a bi-state
solenoid) coupled to the first plate 704 of the brake actuator
bracket 702 using screws, bolts, or any other described
means of attachment. The solenoid 708 1s an example of the
brake actuator 328 except as otherwise described. The brake
700 1ncludes braking member 710 having a bolt 712, a brake
pad retainer 714, and a brake pad 716. The braking member
710 may include features similar to those of the braking
member 332 except as otherwise described. The bolt 712 1s
coupled to a brake pad retainer 714. The brake pad retainer
714 may be integral with the bolt 712 or coupled separately
to the bolt 712. The brake pad retainer 714 includes a curved
shape. A brake pad 716 having a curved shape 1s coupled to
the brake pad retainer 714. The brake pad 716 may be made
of ceramic or any other suitable material. In other embodi-
ments, the brake 700 may not include the braking member
710 but may include any device configured to engage a
braking member receiver.

The brake 700 includes a circular coupling 718 extending
around the front axle drum 304. The circular coupling 718
may 1nclude features similar to those of the braking member
receiver 334 unless otherwise described. The circular cou-
pling 718 may include two halves that are coupled via
flanges 720 and fasteners such as nuts and bolts. The circular
coupling 718 1s coupled to the front axle drum 304 using
keys 722. The circular coupling 718 defines a channel 724

having an interior profile shaped to correspond to an exterior
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profile of the brake pad 716. In other embodiments, the
brake 700 may not include the circular coupling 718 but may
include any device configured to receive a braking member
(e.g., the bolt 712) to slow an axle or axle drum of the
treadmall 100.

The solenoid 708 1s powered by the battery 310 for a
non-motorized treadmill and moves the braking member 710
between the braking and non-braking positions. In the
braking position, the brake pad 716 contacts an interior
surtace of the channel 724 and iriction between the brake
pad 716 and the circular coupling 718 slows rotation of the
front axle drum 304. In the non-braking position of the
braking member 710, the brake pad 716 does not contact the
circular coupling 718 and the front axle drum 304 is allowed
to rotate freely. In embodiments where the solenoid 708 1s
a bi-state solenoid, once the solenoid 708 1s energized by the
battery 310 to move the braking member 710 to the braking
position, the braking member 710 remains 1n the braking
position until the solenoid 708 1s energized again. Similarly,
once the solenoid 708 1s energized by the battery 310 to
move the braking member 710 to the non-braking position,
the braking member 710 remains in the braking position
until the solenoid 708 1s energized again.

The brake actuator 328 may be 1n electrical communica-
tion with the controller 314 and may operate 1in conjunction
with the weight sensors 118 and the presence sensors 116 as
tollows. The presence sensors 116 located on the support
members 108 and/or the handrail 110 are configured to
detect the presence of the user on the treadmill 100 (e.g., the
user 1s standing on any portion of the tread 102 or side rails
106). The weight sensors 118 located underneath the side
rails 106 are configured to detect whether the user 1s present
on any portion of the side rails 106 and/or foot pads 122. In
response to the controller 314 determining that the user 1s
present on the tread 102 and that the user 1s not present on
either of the side rails 106, the brake 326 remains disen-
gaged, allowing the tread 102 to rotate ireely.

If, during operation of the treadmill 100, the controller
314 determines that the user 1s present on both the side rails
106 (e.g., simultaneously) and that the user 1s not present on
the tread 102 (e.g., the user has stepped ofl the tread 102
onto one or both of the side rails 106) the controller 314 may
engage the brake 326 to slow rotation of the tread 102 as
previously described. Optionally, the controller 314 may be
configured to apply the brake 326 only when the user is
standing on both foot pads 122, indicating a desire for the
brake to be applied. The display may indicate to the user
during use that stepping on the foot pads 122 will apply the
break during a rest period. In response to engaging the brake
326, the display 112 may generate a notification indicating
to the user that the brake 326 1s engaged. The brake 326 may
slow rotation of the tread 102 to threshold speed which may
be predetermined or may be set by the user. In response to
the controller 314 determining that the tread 102 1s rotating,
at the threshold speed, the controller 314 may fully or
partially disengage the brake. After the brake 326 has been
engaged, and 1n response to the controller 314 determining
that the user 1s present on the tread 102 and not present on
the side rails 106 (e.g., the user has stepped ofl of the side
rails 106 back onto the tread 102), the controller may
disengage the brake 326, allowing the tread 102 to rotate
freely. In embodiments where the treadmill 100 1s motor-
ized, the controller 314 may disconnect (e.g., electrically
disconnect) power to the electric motor before engaging the
brake 326 and reconnect power when the brake 326 1s
disengaged.
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FIG. 8 1s a flow diagram of a process 800 of operating the
brake 326 while the tread 102 1s moving. At operation 802,
the controller 314 receives a signal from the weight sensors
118 indicating the user’s presence on both of the side rails
106, c.g., the user 1s straddling the tread 102. At operation
804, the controller 314 receives a signal from the presence
sensors 116 indicating the user’s presence 1n the area of the
treadmill 100 indicating use. At operation 806, the controller
314 determines that the user 1s “resting” and that the brake
326 should be 1nitiated. In embodiments where the treadmall
100 1s a motorized treadmill, the process 800 may include
operation 808. In operation 808, the controller 314 discon-
nects the electric motor from power 1n response to deter-
mining that the user 1s present on both of the side rails 106.
In embodiments where the treadmaill 100 1s a non-motorized
treadmill, the process 800 proceeds from operation 806 to
operation 810.

At operation 810, the controller 314 1nitiates engagement
of the brake 326. For example, referring to the brake 700
shown 1n FIG. 7, the controller 314 can initiate the braking
member 710 to move such that the brake pad 716 contacts
the circular coupling 718. In some embodiments, the con-
troller 314 may mitiate engagement of the brake 326 in
response to determining the user 1s present on any portion of
cach side rail. In other embodiments, the controller 314 may
initiate engagement of the brake 326 in response to the user
being present on the foot pads 122. Additionally and/or
alternatively, the controller 314 may initiate engagement of
the brake 326 in response to the tread 102 reaching a
maximum speed. The maximum speed may be set by the
user or may be predetermined.

At operation 812, the controller 314 receives a signal from
the weight sensors 118 indicating that the user 1s not present
on either of the side rails 106 (e.g., the controller detects that
no signal 1s received from any weight sensor 118 on either
side rail 106). At operation 814, the controller receives a
signal (1.e., continues to receive the signal of presence of the
user) from the presence sensors indicating the user’s pres-
ence on the area of the treadmill 100 indicating use. At
operation 816, the controller determines the user 1s back on
the tread 102 to use the treadmill 100. At operation 818, the
controller 314 1nitiates disengagement of the brake 326 1n
response to determining that the user 1s present on the tread
102. For example, referring to the brake 700 shown 1n FIG.
7, the controller 314 can mitiate the braking member 710 to
move such that the brake pad 716 does not contact the
circular coupling 718.

The treadmill 100 may include lights and lighting systems
configured to provide information to the user and/or to
others (e.g., warn others in the vicinity that the treadmaill 100
1s operational).

Referring back to FIG. 1, one or more of the proximity
sensors 120 may be located on one or more of the side skirts
104. For example, one or more proximity sensors 120 can be
located on a side surface of the side skirts 104 such that the
proximity sensors 120 are spaced around a periphery of the
treadmill 100. Additionally and/or alternatively, the prox-
imity sensors can be located on any other portion of the
treadmill 100, including but not limited to the support
members 108, the handrail 110, or the display 112. The
proximity sensors 120 may include one or more infrared
sensors, ultrasonic sensors, LED linear light sensors, ther-
mal sensors or any other sensor configured to detect a
presence ol a person, animal, or object approaching the
treadmill 100. For example, the proximity sensors 120 may
be configured to detect the presence of any person within a
predetermined radius of the proximity sensor 120 (e.g.,
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20-48 inches). The controller 314 may receive signals from
the proximity sensors 120 indicating detection of the user or
another person approaching the treadmill 100.

When the controller 314 receives signals from at least one
of the proximity sensors 120 and the treadmaill 1s not 1n use,
the controller may initiate the display upon receipt of the
signal, and the display may provide the user-initiation steps
for using the treadmaill, as a non-limiting example. When the
controller 314 receives signals from at least one of the
proximity sensors 120 and the treadmaill 100 1s in use, the
display may warn the user that the treadmill i1s being
approached.

The treadmill 100 may include peripheral lights 124
configured to 1lluminate an area on the floor surrounding the
treadmill 100 to, for example, alert an approaching person
that he or she 1s approaching a treadmaill 100 that 1s 1n use,
1.€., the tread 102 1s moving. The peripheral lights 124 may
be located on and/or under the side skirts 104, side rails 106
or handrails peripheral 110, and may include LED lights,
lasers, projectors, or any other light source. The peripheral
lights 124 may be of any color and may illuminate according
to any predetermined or user-customized setting (e.g., flash-
ing). The peripheral lights 124 may also change color
according to any predetermined or user-customized setting.
The lights 124 may project any symbols, words, patterns, or
images onto the surrounding area in any configuration or
orientation. As a non-limiting example, the peripheral lights
124 can form a light wall 126 on the floor around the
treadmill 100 to warn approaching persons that the treadmall
100 1s i use. The light wall may be spaced from the
treadmill 100, such as 12-24 inches from the treadmill 100
and may surround the treadmaill 100 partially or completely.
The peripheral lights 124 can be yellow or red, for example,
which are typically used to indicate a warning such as yield
or stop.

The peripheral lights 124 may operate 1n conjunction with
the controller 314 and other components of the treadmaill 100
as follows. In response to the controller 314 determining that
a subject 1s present within a predetermined radius of a
treadmaill 100 that 1s 1n use (e.g., 1n response to the proximity
sensors 120 detecting the presence of an approaching per-
son), the controller 314 may activate the peripheral lights
124 to illuminate the area surrounding the treadmill. In
response to the proximity sensors 120 detecting the presence
of a person approaching the treadmill 100 (e.g., from the
side or from behind the treadmill 100), the display 112 may
generate a notification for the user indicating to the user the
approaching person’s presence and location relative to the
treadmall 100.

The controller 314 may activate the peripheral lights 124
to 1lluminate the area surrounding the treadmill and/or may
change the color of the peripheral lights 124 1n response to
engagement of the brake 326 or in response to engagement
of the lock 316. For example, the peripheral lights 124 may
not be activated when the lock 316 1s engaged.

One or more projectors 114 may be located on any portion
of the treadmill 100, including but not limited to any portion
of the handrail 110 (e.g., inside the handrail 110), the support
members 108, and/or the side skirts 104. The projectors 114
may be configured to project an 1image onto a projection area
115. The projection area 115 may include any area nearby
the treadmuill (e.g., floors, walls, or ceiling). The 1image may
include any previously described biometric and/or perfor-
mance data associated with the user or another treadmull
user. For example, the projectors 114 can project biometric
or user performance data on the tloor near the treadmaill 100
to be viewed by judges during a competition. Additionally
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and/or alternatively, the projectors 114 can project advertis-
ing or marketing information such as a company logo. The
projectors 114 may project the data onto any surface or
surfaces near the treadmill 100 1n response to a command
issued by the user. The controller 314 may activate the
projectors 114 1n response to determining the user 1s present
near the treadmill 100.

The treadmill 100 may include a lighting system config-
ured to emit light through or on the tread. The lighting
system may alert the user and other individuals that the
treadmill 100 1s operational, may warn 1ndividuals nearby
the treadmill 100 not to approach to the treadmill 100, may
communicate biometric or performance information to the
user or observers, such as judges 1n a competition, may be
used for aesthetics and may be used for advertisement.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, the tread 102 may be formed of
multiple slats. The slats are configured to form a surface on
which the user may exercise and are positioned next to
adjacent slats to mimic a continuous belt, and may have a
small space between adjacent slats or adjacent slats may
contact each other. The lighting system includes lights
positioned below the slats on which the user stands. The
lights are located in a cavity defined on the top and bottom
by the tread 102 that rotates on the front and rear axles 300,
302. The tread surface 1s the surface facing away from the
cavity and includes the surface on which the user exercises.
The lock 316, the brake 326, the front axle 300, rear axle
302, the front axle drum 304, and the rear axle drum 306
may be located 1n the cavity. The lights may be configured
to emit light away from the cavity and through the one or
more adjacent slats along any length of the tread 102.

The lights as disclosed herein have light sources that may
include LEDs, neon lights, light rope or lights of any other
type. A light rope includes lights, such as LEDs, encased in
a material such as PVC to create a string of lights. Light
sources may also include printed LEDs, micro LEDs, light-
paper and other sources know to those skilled in the art. A
combination of light sources may be used such as micro
LEDs and lightpaper. The lights may also include one or
more integrated circuits. When used herein, LED 1s consid-
ered to include an LED or an LED circuit board. Light pipes,
light tubes and light guides are physical structures used for
transmitting or distributing light from the light source, the
structures often curved but can be linear. A light pipe
transports light from a light source to an emitting area, and
can transport the light to a different surface or separate area
from the location of the light source. Light pipes can be
flexible. A lens can be a light pipe or a light guide. A light
guide distributes light from the light source to a particular
area that requires 1llumination, usually a larger area than
with a light pipe. The light pipe, light guide, light rope, etc.
structures may have a rectangular shape, a cylindrical shape,
a tubular shape, or any other shape and may can be of
varying dimensions. A light diffuser reduces the intensity of
light from a light source and spreads 1t over a wider area. A
light difluser 1s made from an optically opaque maternal,
while light guides and pipes are typically optically clear. The
lights may be a particular color, or may be able to change
color based on timing or a control mechamism. The term
“light guide™ and “light pipe” are not meant to be limiting
and may be used interchangeably with each other and other
terms, such a light tube or lens. The terms are means to
describe a structure between a light source and an 1llumi-
nation area. The term “light” as used herein refers to a light
source and may also include one or more of a light guide,
light pipe, lens, and diffuser. The term “lighted slat” refers
to a slat with a light.
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The lighting system may also include the controller 314 or
any other controller configured to control the lights. The
lights may be i communication (e.g., wired or wireless
communication) with the controller 314 or any other con-
troller. The lights may operate in conjunction with the
controller 314 and other components of the treadmill 100.
The controller 314 may control the activation, deactivation,
color, brightness, and/or light emission frequency of the
lights. The controller 314 may configured to control at least
one of the color, brightness, or light emission frequency of
the lights 1n response to recerving a signal from a biometric
sensor shown in FIG. 1. The biometric sensor may include
the non-contact skin temperature sensor 113, a heartrate
sensor, one or more of the weight sensors 118, or any other
sensor configured to detect biometric information associated
with the user. The biometric sensor may be located on any
portion of the treadmill 100. The controller 314 may also be
configured to control at least one of the color, brightness, or
light emission frequency of the lights in response to calcu-
lating biometric information of the user based on signals
received from the biometric sensor, including but not limited
to calories burned or body mass index. The biometric sensor
may detect biometric information data associated with the
user 1n response to a request from the user. Additionally
and/or alternatively, the biometric sensor may detect bio-
metric information associated with the user in response to
the weight sensors 118 detecting the user’s presence on the
foot pads 122 and/or side rails 106.

The controller 314 may control at least one of the color,
brightness, or light emission frequency of the lights based on
performance data associated by the user, including but not
limited to distance traveled, distance remaining, workout
duration, workout time remaining, tread speed, user running
pace, or any other user performance information; and/or data
associated with another treadmill user.

The controller 314 may also activate the lights 1n response
to recerving a signal from the proximity sensors 120 indi-
cating the presence of a user or another individual near the
treadmill 100. For example, when the treadmall 1s not 1n use,
the proximity sensors 120 may detect that a person 1s
approaching the treadmill 100 and send a signal to the
controller 314 to activate the lights. The lights may be
activated to invite the approaching person to use the tread-
mill 100, such as using certain colors or flashing lights. As
another example, when the treadmill 100 1s 1 use, the
proximity sensors 120 may detect that a person 1s approach-
ing the treadmaill 100 and send a signal to the controller 314
to tlash the already activated lights or to change the color of
the lights to a color such as vyellow or red to warn the
approaching person that the tread 102 1s moving.

The lights may include one or more sets of lights config-
ured to 1lluminate different portions of the treadmill 100. For
example, the lighting system may include a first set of lights
configured to be controlled by the controller 314 to 1llumi-
nate a front portion 128 (shown in FIG. 1) of the treadmill.
The front portion of the treadmill 100 1s associated with the
location where slats approach the front axle 300 and turn
around the front axle 300. The lighting system may include
a second set of lights configured to be controlled by the
controller 314 to illuminate a rear portion 130 (shown 1n
FIG. 1) of the treadmill, where the rear portion 130 1is
opposite the front portion 128. The rear portion 130 1is
associated with the location where slats approach the rear
axle 302 and turn around the rear axle 302. The lighting
system may also include a third set of lights configured to
illuminate a middle portion 130 (shown in FIG. 1) of the
treadmill, where the middle portion 132 extends between the
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front portion 128 and the rear portion 130. The front portion,
the rear portion, and the middle portion of the treadmill can
be separately 1lluminated by the lights 1n any color, bright-
ness, or light emission frequency in any combination. For
example, the controller 314 may be configured to 1lluminate
the front and rear portions of the treadmill 100 using a first
color (e.g., yellow) and to illuminate the middle portion
using a second color (e.g., green). By illuminating the front
and rear portions of the treadmill 100 using a color typically
associated with a warning, such as yellow, orange, or red, the
lighting system may alert individuals nearby the treadmall
100 to use caution while near the treadmall 100.

The lighting system may include lights located in the
cavity that remain stationary with respect to the tread 102.
FIG. 9 1s a top perspective view of lights 900 configured to
emit light through a first lens 902. The lights 900 may
include features similar to those of the lights previously
described. The first lens 902 may include a transparent or
semi-transparent member configured to receive light from
the lights 900 and to emit light through the tread 102 (not
shown 1n FIG. 9). The first lens 902 may be made of any
plastic such as acrylic, glass, or any other material config-
ured to refract light emitted by the lights 900. The first lens
902 may have a curved shape and may extend around a
portion of a circumierence of the front axle 300, the rear axle
302, the front axle drum 304, or the rear axle drum 306. For
example, the first lens 902 shown 1n FIG. 9 includes a plastic
sheet having curved shape such that the first lens 902 may
be attached to the treadmill 100 around a portion of a
circumierence of the front axle drum 304. The first lens 902
may be located upstream of the front axle 300 or the front
axle drum 304 1n relation to movement of the tread 102. In
this position, the first lens 902 may illuminate the front
portion of the treadmill when the lights 900 are activated.
The first lens 902 may include ribs 904 extending along a
length of the first lens 902 to structurally reinforce the first
lens 902.

A second lens (not shown) having features similar to those
of the first lens 902 may include a curved shape and may
extend around a portion of a circumierence of the rear axle
302 or the rear axle drum 306 such that the rear portion of
the treadmill 100 may be illuminated. The second lens may
be located 1n the cavity downstream of the rear axle 302 or
the rear axle drum 306 1n relation to the movement of the
tread 102. A second set of lights (not shown) having features
similar to those of the lights 900 may be attached to the
second lens.

The lights 900 may be positioned and/or configured 1n the
cavity such that the lights 900 emit light through the first
lens 902 to illuminate a portion of the tread 102. For
example, the lights may be positioned on an edge of the first
lens 902 such that light emitted by the lights 900 1s refracted
by the first lens 902 and emitted through the adjacent slats
of the tread 102. In the 1llustrated, non-limiting example, the
lights 900 are located on a housing 906. The housing 906 is
attached to an edge of the first lens 902 such that the lights
900 emait light through the first lens 902. In other embodi-
ments, the housing 906 may be attached to any portion of the
first lens 902. The housing 906 may include a bracket
configured to attach to the first lens 902, a transparent
flexible tube 1n which the lights 900 are located, an elongate
strip, or any other device configured to attach the lights 900
to the first lens 902. In other embodiments, the lights 900
may be directly attached to the first lens 902. In other
embodiments, the lights 900 may not be connected to the
first lens 902 and may be located near the first lens 902 such

that the lights 900 emait light through the first lens 902. The
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first lens 902 may include apertures 908 to attach the first
lens 902 to the frame 202, a lens bracket, or any intermediate
component, or any other component of the treadmall 100.

FIG. 10 1s a top perspective view of the first lens 902 and
a third lens 1002 located 1n a cavity 1000. The cavity 1000
may include features similar to those of the cavity previ-
ously described. In the illustrated, non-limiting example, the
first lens 902 1s attached to a lens bracket 1004 such that the
first lens 902 extends around the front axle drum 304. The
housing 906 1s attached to a bottom edge of the first lens 902.
The lens bracket 1004 1s attached to a member of the frame
202. The lens bracket 1004 may be attached to the first lens
902 and the frame 202 using any means of attachment. In the
position shown i FIG. 10, the first lens 902 may 1lluminate
the front portion of the treadmill when the lights 900 emit
light through the first lens 902. A second lens (not shown)
having features similar to those of the firsts lens 902 may be
similarly attached to the rear portion of the treadmill 100
such that the second lens may extend around the rear axle
drum 306 and illuminate the rear portion of the treadmall
100.

The third lens 1002 may include features similar to those
of the first lens 902 except as otherwise described. The third
lens 1002 may extend along a length of the middle portion
of the treadmill 100. In other embodiments, the third lens
1002 may extend along any length of the treadmill 100. The
third lens 1002 may include flanges 1005 and an arcuate
portion 1006 extending between the flanges 1005. The
flanges 1005 may be integral with the arcuate portion 1006
or may be separately connected to the arcuate portion 1006.
In other embodiments, the third lens may include any other
shape or orientation. The flanges 1005 may be attached to
top surfaces of bearing supports 1008. The bearing supports
1008 may support bearings used to rotate belts attached to
the slats (not shown) forming the tread 102. In other
embodiments, the third lens 1002 may be attached to any
portion of the frame 202 or any other component of the
treadmill 100. Lights 1010 having features similar to those
of lights 900 may be configured to emit light into the third
lens 1002 to i1lluminate the middle portion of the treadmaill
100. For example, the lights 1010 may be positioned on an
edge of the third lens 1002 such that light emitted between
adjacent slats of the tread 102. In the illustrated, non-
limiting example, the lights 1010 are located on a housing
1012 having features similar to those of the housing 906.
The housing 1012 1s attached to an edge of the third lens
1002 such that the lights 1010 emit light through the third
lens 1002. In other embodiments, the housing 1012 may be
attached to any portion of the third lens 1002.

In other embodiments, the treadmill 100 may include one
lens configured to extend along the length of the treadmall
100 and to extend around the front axle 300 and the rear axle
302. Lights and/or housings may be attached to the lens as
described such that the lights illuminate the front portion,
rear portion, and middle portion of the treadmaill 100.

FIG. 11 1s a side view of the tread 102 and the cavity 1000
in which lights 1100 are located in the cavity and remain
stationary relative to the tread 102. The lights 1100 may
include features similar to those of any lights previously
described. The lights 1100 may be attached to cross mem-
bers 1102, which may or may not be members of the frame
202. The cross members 1102 may be attached at opposing
longitudinal ends to the frame 202. In other embodiments,
the lights 1100 may be attached to any member of the frame
202 or any other component located 1n the cavity 1000. The
lights 1100 are configured to emit light away from the cross
members 1102 and through the adjacent slats. In the illus-
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trated, non-limiting example, the lights 1100 are connected
to cross members 1102 within the cavity 1000 such that the
lights 1100 illuminate the middle portion of the treadmall
100. In other embodiments, the lights 1100 may be con-
nected to cross members 1102 such that the lights 1100 also
illuminate the front and rear portions of the treadmill 100.
The controller 314 may control the color, brightness, and
light emission frequency of the lights 1100 based on the
position of the lights 1100 relative to the treadmill. For
example, the controller 314 may control lights 1100 located
near the front and rear portions of the treadmill 100 to emat
yellow light through the adjacent slats. The controller 314
may also control lights 1100 located near the middle portion
of the treadmill 100 to emit green light through the tread
102. The lights 1100 can be placed such that there 1s at least
one light associated with each slat. Alternatively, the lights
can be spaced at intervals 1n the cavity not associated with
the size of the slats.

The lighting system may include lights located on the
slats forming the tread 102 such that the lights rotate with the
tread 102 around the front axle 300 and the rear axle 302.
FIG. 12 1s a side view of a slat 1200. The slat 1200 may
include a tread surface 1202 on which the user exercises.
The slat 1200 may also include an underside 1204 which
includes any surface of the slat 1200 that 1s not the tread
surface 1202, including any side surfaces. One or more
lights 1206 may be attached to the underside 1204 of the slat
such that the lights 1206 emit light through the adjacent slats
1200 forming the tread 102. The lights 1206 may include
features similar to those of any lights previously described.
In the illustrated, non-limiting example, a series of lights
1206 are attached to the front surface of the underside 1204
of the slat 1200 (the leading edge). In other embodiments, a
series of lights 1206 may be attached to both of the front and
back surfaces of the underside 1204. The lights 1206 may be
attached to the underside 1204 of the slat 1200 and may
include, as previously described, a light rope, light pipe,
light guide or light bar attached to the leading edge of the
underside of each slat 1200.

The lights 1206 attached to each slat 1200 may be
controlled by a controller. The controller may include the
controller 314 or any other controller. The controller 314
may be configured to control the activation, deactivation,
color, brightness, and/or light emission frequency of the
lights 1206. Alternatively, each slat 1200 may 1nclude a light
controller attached to the underside 1204 of the slat 1200.
Each light controller may be configured to control the lights
1206 of each respective slat 1n the same manner as the
controller 314. Each light controller may be 1n communi-
cation with the controller 314.

The controller 314 may be configured to control the
activation, deactivation, color, brightness, and/or light emis-
s1on frequency of the lights 1206 attached to the slat 1200 1n
response to determining the position of the slat 1200 relative
to the treadmull. For example, the controller 314 may control
the lights 1206 to emait light 1n a first color (e.g., yellow) 1n
response to determining that the slat 1200 1s located 1n the
front portion or the rear portion of the treadmill 100. The
controller 314 may also control the lights 1206 to emait light
in a second color (e.g., green) 1n response to determining
that the slat 1200 1s located 1n the middle portion of the
treadmuill 100.

To power the lights attached to the slat 1200, the slat 1200
may include a contactor 1208 attached to the underside 1204
and 1n electrical communication with the lights 1206. The
contactor 1208 may be attached to the underside 1204 within
a recess defined by the underside 1204. The contactor 1208
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may receive power from a power rail (further described with
respect to FIG. 13) that extends along a length of the
treadmill 100 and that 1s located in the cavity 1000. The
power recerved by the contactor 1208 may be supplied to the
lights 1206. The contactor 1208 receives power from the
power rail, which remains stationary with respect to the
tread 102, 1n response to contacting the power rail while the
slat 1200 rotates around the front and rear axles. The
contactor 1208 may include a motor brush (e.g., carbon
brush) or any other component configured to receive power
from the power rail and supply the power to the lights 1206.
The slat 1200 may 1include multiple contactors 1208, includ-
ing a contactor for conducting a positive charge and a
contactor for conducting a negative charge. The slat 1200
may include contactors 1208 located at opposing longitudi-
nal ends of the slat 1200.

FIG. 13 15 a top perspective view ol a power rail 1300.
The power raill 1300 may include an elongate member
configured to supply power to the contactor 1208 1n
response to contacting the contactor 1208 as the slats (e.g.,
the slat 1200) rotate around the front and rear axles. The
power rail 1300 may receive power from the battery 310, the
power cord, the electric motor, or any other power source
(referred to heremn as a primary power source, such as a
battery, power outlet, motor, generator or other suitable
power source, typically one that provides power to the
treadmill or treadmill accessories, such as the display). The
power rail 1300 may be shaped to recerve the contactor 1208
as the contactor 1208 and the slat 1200 rotate around the
front and rear axles. For example, the power rail 1300 may
include one or more channels configured to receive the
contactor 1208.

The power rail 1300 may include one or more strips of
conductive material 1302 (e.g., copper) attached to an 1nsu-
lator member 1304. The strip of conductive material 1302
supplies power to the contactor 1208 while the strip of
conductive material 1302 and the contactor 1208 are 1n
contact. The insulator member 1304 may be made of any
insulating material (e.g., rubber or plastic) and may electri-
cally insulate the strips of conductive material 1302 from
other components of the treadmill 100. The 1nsulator mem-
ber 1304 may mclude a wall 1306 configured to electrically
insulate the strips of conductive material 1302 from each
other (e.g., to separate positive contact and negative
ground). Each of the strips of conductive material 1302 may
receive one contactor 1208. For example, one strip of
conductive material 1302 may receive a first contactor and
another strip of conductive material 1302 may receive a
second contactor. The msulator member 1304 may be con-
nected to the bearing supports 1008, to any portion of the
frame 202, or to any other component of the treadmaill 100
such that the contactor 1208 may contact the strips of
conductive material 1302 while the slat 1200 rotates around
the front and rear axles.

As the slats 1200 rotate around the front and rear axles,
the contactors 1208 attached to the undersides 1204 of the
slats 1200 contact the power rail 1300 and supply power to
the lights 1206 attached to the respective slats 1200. While
powered, the lights 1206 emait light through the adjacent slats
or 1n spaces between the adjacent slats to 1lluminate portions
of the treadmill 100. In some embodiments, every slat 1200
includes a contactor 1208. The contactor 1208 of each slat
may be configured to supply power to the lights 1206
connected to the underside 1204 of each respective slat 1200
in response to contacting the power rail 1300. In such
embodiments, when slats 1200 rotate such that the contac-
tors 1208 no longer contact the power rail 1300, the lights
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1206 attached to the slats 1200 are not powered and do not
emit light. The power rail 1300 may therefore be located 1n
positions within the cavity 1000 where 1llumination of the
treadmill 100 1s desired. For example, the power rail 1300
may be positioned near a top of the cavity 1000 such that the
power rail 1300 powers lights 1206 attached to slats 1200
that are presently located in the middle portion of the
treadmill 100 as the slats 1200 rotate around the front and
rear axles. In another example, portions of the power rail
1300 may extend around the front and rear axles of the
treadmill 100. In this configuration, the power rail 1300 may
power lights 1206 attached to slats 1200 to illuminate the
front, rear, and/or middle portions of the treadmaill 100 as the
slats 1200 rotate around the front and rear axles. The power
rail 1300 may be continuous or may be placed 1n intervals
along the path of the tread. The power rail 1300 may be
along an entire path of the tread so that the lights on the slats
are continuously lit. There may be a power rail 1300 only on
one side of the treadmill, or there may be a pair of power
rails positioned on opposing sides of the treadmill to provide
power to both sides of the slat lighting.

In other embodiments, only some of the slats forming the
tread 102 may include a contactor 1208. In such embodi-
ments, the slats including the contactor 1208 may be elec-
trically connected to slats not including the contactor 1208
using one or more conductors 1210 (shown 1n FIG. 12). The
conductor 1210 may be 1n electrical communication with the
contactor 1208. The conductor 1210 can include a jumper
wire or any other electrical connector. The conductor 1210
supplies power from the contactor 1208 1n contact with the
power rail 1300 to lights 1206 attached to slats 1200 that do
not include contactors 1208. In other words, the lights 1206
connected to slats other than the slat including the contactor
1208 may receive power from the conductor 1210 1n
response to the contactor 1208 contacting the power rail
1300. In this configuration, the number of slats 1200 1nclud-
ing contactors 1208 may be reduced. For example, 11 the
tread 102 mncludes 64 slats connected 1n series, one of every
32 slats 1n the series may include a contactor 1208 such that
one contactor 1208 1s always 1n contact with the power rail
1300 as the tread 102 rotates around the front and rear axles.
In this example, the lights 1206 attached to the 62 slats that
do not include a contactor 1208 may be powered by the
conductor 1210. The contactor 1208 and the conductor 1210

may power the lights 1206 attached to each slat 1200 to
illuminate the front, rear, and middle portions of the tread-
mall 100.

FIG. 14 1s a partial rear view of the slat 1200 including the
contactor 1208 contacting the power rail 1300 according to
one embodiment. In the illustrated, non-limiting example,
two contactors 1208 are attached to the underside 1204 of
the slat 1200. One end of each contactor 1208 1s 1n contact
with the strips of conductive material 1302 of the power rail
1300. The opposite end of each contactor 1208 includes an
actuator 1400 (e.g., spring) configured to maintain contact
between the contactor 1208 and the strip of conductive
material 1302. The strips of conductive material 1302 are
connected to the insulator member 1304. The wall 1306
separates and insulates the strips of conductive material
1302 from each other. The msulator member 1304 1s con-
nected to a bearing support 1402. The bearing support 1402
may support bearings (not shown) configured to enable
rotation of the belt 1404 around the front and rear axles. One
end of the slat 1200 i1s connected to the belt 1404. Another
belt (not shown) may be connected to the slat 1200 at the
opposite end of the slat 1200. The bearing support 1402 1s
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connected to the frame 202. The conductor 1210 1s con-
nected to the underside 1204 of the slat 1200 in a recess
1406.

FIG. 15 1s a rear view ol a portion of the slat 1200
including two contactors 1208 contacting the power rail
1300 according to another embodiment. In this embodiment,
the power rail 1300 1s a dual conducting power rail, meaning,
that 1t has parallel positive and negative rails 1n a single strip.
In the 1llustrated, non-limiting example, each of the contac-
tors 1208 includes a contact 1500 made of a conductive
material. Each of the contacts 1500 includes a protrusion
1501 configured to contact the strip of conductive material
1302 as the slat 1200 rotates around the front and rear axles.
The contact 1500 1s configured to receirve power from the
conductive material 1302. Each of the contactors 1208
includes an actuator 1502 (e.g., a compression spring)
configured to apply a force to the contact 1500. The force
applied to the contacts 1500 by each of the actuators 1502
allows the contacts 1500 to maintain electrical communica-
tion with the conductive material 1302. Each of the actuators
1502 receives power from the contacts 1500 and transmits
the power to a washer 1504 (e.g., a nickel-plated copper
washer). Each of the washers 1504 1s configured to transmit
the power recerved from the actuator 1502 to the lights 1206
via wiring (not shown). In other embodiments, the washers
1504 may include a plate or any other structure made of any
conductive material.

FIG. 16 A 1s a top, partial cross-sectional view of a portion
of the slat 1200 according to another embodiment. In the
illustrated, non-limiting embodiment, the treadmill 100 may
include two power rails 1300. Each of the power rails 1300
1s attached to one of the side rails 106 on opposing sides of
the tread 102, running parallel to at least a portion of the belt
and/or bearing rail. Only one side of the slat 1200 and one
of the power rails 1300 1s shown 1n FIG. 16A for clarity.
Each of the power rails 1300 includes at least one strip of
conductive material 1302 and an insulator member 1304
disposed around at least a portion of the conductive material
1302. Each of the power rails 1300 1s configured to receive
one contactor 1208 (e.g., one contactor 1208 for conducting
a positive charge and one contactor 1208 for conducting a
negative charge). One of the contactors 1208 described with
respect to FIG. 15 1s attached to each longitudinal end of the
slat 1200 within a recess 1600 defined by the slat 1200. The
contact 1500 of each contactor 1208 maintains electrical
communication with the conductive material 1302 of a
respective power rail 1300 as the tread 102 rotates around
the front and rear axles. FIG. 16B 1s a side view of the power
rail 1300 supported by the bearing support 1008, or bearing,
rail, the power rail 1300 extending around the front axle 300,
or front axle drum 304 11 a drum 1s used. The power rail 1300
may extend all along the top of the tread and around the rear
axle 302 or rear axle drum 306. Alternatively, the power rail
1300 may only extend around the front and rear axles 300,
302 or drums 304, 306 so that the top middle of the tread 1s
not lighted. As illustrated in FIG. 16B, the power rail 1300
stops as the slats 1200 move under the treadmill 100 as there
1s no need to light up under the treadmaill 100.

FIG. 17 1s a top perspective view of a portion of the slat
1200 according to another embodiment. In the illustrated,
non-limiting embodiment, the slat 1200 includes a spring

contact 1700, or contact wire, extending from each longi-
tudinal end of the slat 1200 instead of the contactors 1208

described with respect to FIGS. 12 and 14-16. Only one
spring contact 1700 and one longitudinal end of the slat 1200
are shown 1n FIG. 17 for clanty. Each of the spring contacts
1700 1s made of a conductive material and 1s configured to
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transmit power ifrom the power rails 1300 (not shown)
described with respect to FIG. 16 to the lights 1206. In other
embodiments, the spring contacts 1700 may extend from the
underside 1204 of the slat 1200 and may be configured to
transmit power from the power rails 1300 described with
respect to FIG. 14 to the lights 1206. Fach of the spring
contacts 1700 includes a wire configured to maintain contact
and electrical communication with a respective power rail
1300 while the tread 102 rotates around the front and rear
axles. For example, each of the spring contacts 1700 can act
as a compression spring such that a distal end 1702 of each
of the spring contacts 1700 exerts a force on the respective
power rail 1300 while the tread 102 rotates around the front
and rear axles.

FIG. 18 1s an exploded view of a portion of the slat 1200
according to another embodiment. The slat 1200 of FIG. 18
1s shown without the tread surface 1202 for clarity. A first
slat lens 1800 1s attached to an end portion 1802 of the slat
1200. The first slat lens 1800 may be, for example, a light
guide and include a transparent or semi-transparent member
configured to receive light from a light 1804 and to emit the
light to a second slat lens 1806. The first slat lens 1800 may
be made of any plastic such as acrylic, glass, or any other
material configured to refract light emitted by the light 1804.
The first slat lens 1800 may have a rectangular shape, a
cylindrical shape, a tubular shape, or any other shape and
may extend along any width of the slat 1200. The first slat
lens 1800 may include one or more protrusions 1803 con-
figured to attach the first slat lens 1800 to the slat 1200.

The light 1804 15 attached to a side of the first slat lens
1800 opposite the end portion 1802 of the slat 1200. In other
embodiments, the light 1804 may be disposed between the
end portion 1802 and the first slat lens 1800. The light 1804
may include features similar to those of the lights 1206. The
light 1804 may include a controller configured to control the
activation, deactivation, color, brightness, and/or light emis-
s1on frequency of the light 1804 or may be controlled by the
controller 314. The light 1804 1s 1n electrical communication
with the contactors 1208 via wiring 1807. An end cap 1808
1s configured to attach to the end portion 1802 of the slat
1200 and 1s configured to enclose the light 1804 and the first
slat lens 1800. The end cap 1808 includes a recess 1810 1n
which the first slat lens 1800 and the light 1804 are disposed
while the end cap 1808 1s attached to the slat 1200. The end
cap 1808 may be made of an opaque material such that light
emitted by the light 1804 1s not visible to the user through
the end cap 1808 or may be made of a transparent material
such that light emitted by the light 1804 1s visible to the user
through the end cap 1808. One first slat lens 1800, one light
1804, and one end cap 1808 may be attached to each
longitudinal end of the slat 1200, but only one of each are
shown 1n FIG. 18 for clarty.

The second slat lens 1806 1s attached to the front surface
(leading edge) of the underside 1204 of the slat 1200, but 1n
other embodiments may be attached to the back surface of
the underside 1204 or to any other portion of the slat 1200.
The tread surface 1202 may overhang the leading edge or
may be flush with the leading edge. The second slat lens
1806 may be, for example, a light pipe and include a
transparent or semi-transparent member configured to
receive light from the first slat lens 1800 and to emait the light
through the adjacent slats 1200 forming the tread 102. The
second slat lens 1806 may be made of any plastic such as
acrylic, glass, or any other material configured to refract
light emitted by the light 1804. The second slat lens 1806
may have a rectangular shape, a cylindrical shape, a tubular
shape, or any other shape and may extend along any length
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of the slat 1200. When activated, light emitted by the light
1804 1s refracted through the first slat lens 1800 and the
second slat lens 1806 such that the light 1s emitted through
the adjacent slats.

One or more of the slats 1200 may include one or more
brushes 1812 attached to the underside 1204 of the slat 1200.
The brushes 1812 are also shown i FIG. 16B. In the
illustrated, non-limiting embodiment, two brushes 1812 are
attached to a bottom surface of the slat 1200. Each of the
brushes 1812 1s configured to contact the conducive material
1302 of the power rail 1300 as the slat 1200 rotates around
the treadmill. The contact between the brushes 1812 and the
conductive material 1302 cleans dirt, dust, contamination,
and/or debris from the conductive material such that elec-
trical communication 1s maintained between the contactors
1208 and the power rail 1300. At least one brush 1812 may
be located on the underside 1204 of the slat 1200 adjacent
to each contactor 1208. In other embodiments, the brushes
1812 may be located on any portion of the slat 1200 so long
as they contact the power rail. Each brush 1812 may be
located upstream or downstream of a contactor 1208. In
some embodiments, multiple brushes 1812 may contact one
strip of conductive material 1302. In embodiments where
the power rail 1300 1s located to the side of the slats 1200,
one or more brushes 1812 may be located on one or more
sides of the slats 1200. Each slat 1200 may include one or
more brushes 1812, but in other embodiments only one slat
1200 may include one or more brushes 1812, or brushes
1812 may be located on slats (e.g., two slats) 1200 periodi-
cally spaced along the tread.

FIG. 19A 1s an exploded view of another embodiment of
a lighted slat 1900, similar to the embodiment 1n FIG. 18,
and FIG. 19B 1s a cross section of the slat 1900. The slat
1900 can be used with any contact and power rail supply
disclosed herein. The lighted slat 1900 1n this embodiment
1s formed of a base slat 1902 of plastic, aluminum, plasti-
cized fiber or other suitable material, typically made by
injection molding, with a user contact surface 1904 on which
the user steps. The user contact surface 1904 can be integral
with the base slat 1902 and can be of the same material or
ol a different material, or can be a separate overmold, such
as a rubber overmold, and can have non-slip protrusions
1905. The base slat 1902 has an underside 1906 which may
have one or more structural ribs, or may have no structural
ribs. A control printed circuit board 1908, or light controller,
can be attached to the underside 1906 of the base slat 1902,
such as on a rib. LED circuit boards 1910, 1f used, can also
be attached to the underside of the base slat 1902. There can
be a single LED circuit board configured to control multiple
LEDs or there can be an LED circuit board 1910 associated
with one or a portion of the LEDs. Alternatively, the LEDs
can be without a circuit board. The control circuit board
1908 can be wirelessly connected to a main controller that
receives input from the display 112, which can be a touch-
screen, or have preprogrammed lighting controls. The con-
trol circuit board 1908 and the LED circuit boards 1910 or
the LEDs themselves are 1n electronic communication,
either wired or wirelessly. The control circuit board 1908 1s
not required 11 the lights simply light up as one color when
powered by a power source. The LEDs can be powered from
the power source directly, and will light when powered and
be ofl when not powered. The slat 1900 also has a llght pIpE
1912 and an optional difluser 1914 over the light pipe 1912.
A curved light guide may be used on the corners of the slat
to Turther 1lluminate the corners. The base slat 1902 may be
recessed along the leading edge 1918 as needed to accom-

modate the light pipe 1912 and optional diffuser 1914. In
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addition to the LED circuit boards 1910 at the ends of the
lighted slat 1900, which can be the only light source, one or
more LEDs 1916, shown i FIG. 19B, can be positioned
between the leading edge 1918 of the base slat 1902 and the
light pipe 1916. Alternatively or additionally, an LED may
be positioned at each end 1920 of the light pipe 1912 rather
than an LED circuit board. The light pipe 1912 can be any

configuration of light pipe, examples of which are shown 1n

FIGS. 20A-20C. Light pipes 1912A-1912C are 1llustrated
with an optional diffuser 1914 and an LED 1916 for illus-
trative purposes. The light pipe 1912 and diffuser 1914 can
run the entire length of the slat 1900 or can be any portion
of the length of the slat. It 1s noted that the LEDs used 1n
these examples can be micro LEDs, printed LEDs, light
paper, ribbon LEDs cut to length across the leading edge, or
any other LED configuration known to those skilled in the
art, or can be another light source as previously discussed.
The LEDs can be soldered on a micro board and recessed 1n
the base slat. The LEDs are connected in parallel and to the
power source and can be connected to the control printed
circuit board. The control printed circuit board can control
the LEDs as well as wirelessly communicate with the
treadmill biometric sensors and/or the display.

FIG. 21A 15 a top plan view of another embodiment of a
lighted slat 2000, and FIG. 21B 1s a cross section of the slat
2000. The slat 2000 can be used with any contact and power
rail supply disclosed herein. The slat 2000 has a pattern of
light points 2002 formed into the user contact surface 2004.
Each light point 2002 1s created with a fiber optic 2006 that
1s fed up through apertures in the base slat 2008 and user
contact surface 2004 so that the fiber optic 2006 ends up
flush with or within the user contact surface 2004. The fiber
optic light 1s a flexible light pipe that transmaits light from a
light source, such as an LED. A user will not disrupt the fiber
optics 2006 when walking or running on the slats 2000. The
apertures that receirve the fiber optics that form the light
points 2002 can be created 1n any pattern desired or required,
with the pattern of rows illustrated in FIG. 21A as a
non-limiting example. The pattern may be a word or symbol
that 1s used as advertising, such as the name or logo of the
manufacturer of the treadmill or the gym in which the
treadmill 1s being used. The pattern may be used to signify
a speed or a biometric parameter. Each slat can have the
same or a different pattern. Only certain slats may be lighted
with a pattern. For example, the lighted slat may be pro-
grammed to only light up when a certain speed 1s reached,
indicating to the user to either speed up or slow down or
maintain the speed, based on a target speed a user mputs. A
slat with a specific pattern may light up to represent a
biometric parameter range has been attained, such as heart
rate. A different slat with a diflerent pattern may light up
when the speed or the biometric parameter are 1n a different
range. The fiber optics 1n a single slat may create more than
one lighted pattern, only lighting a portion of the fiber optics
to create the pattern. A controller can control which pattern
1s presented at which time. A light guide can run the length
of the pattern just under the user contact surtace 2004 as
desired to create a particular look. A control printed circuit
board 2010 can control the lighting of the pattern, and be
connected to the light source of each fiber optic.

FIGS. 22A-C 1illustrate another embodiment of a lighted
slat 2100. In this embodiment, rather than using fiber optic
strands to form a pattern with light points, a shape 1s formed
out of a light guide 2102 of acrylic or other suitable material
that 1s 1lluminated with one or more light sources. The user
contact surface 2104 1s cut to receive the light guide 2102
such that the light guide 2102 fits within and substantially
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flush, or just under flush, with the user contact surface 2104,
like a puzzle piece. As illustrated 1n FIG. 22A, a single
lighted slat 2100 may be used along with standard, unlighted
slats to form the tread 102, with the single lighted slat 2100
having a patterned light guide 2102, which can be in the
shape of anything, or provide a template for advertising a
name or presenting a word or phrase, represented by the
“XX” as non-limiting examples. More than one slat at
intervals along the tread can be a lighted slat 2100 with the
same or a diflerent pattern.

FIG. 22B 1illustrates the use of multiple adjacent lighted
slats 2100 to form a cohesive pattern across two or more
slats, the cohesive pattern seen as the tread 102 rotates
around the axles and between side rails 106. Using multiple
slats to present one cohesive pattern provides a larger
medium on which the cohesive pattern can be formed. Using,
two adjacent lighted slats as an example, a first light guide
2200 1s cut 1n a shape of a first pattern and configured to it
within a first cut-out 2202 of a user contact surface 2204 of
a first lighted slat 2206, and a first light source 1s positioned
to 1lluminate the first light guide 2200. For example, an LED
2208 may be positioned on the leading edge of the first
lighted slat 2206 where needed depending on the pattern to
illuminate the first light guide 2200. A second lighted slat
2210 adjacent to the first lighted slat 2206 has a user contact
surface 2204 with a second cut-out 2212 1n a second pattern
in the user contact surface 2204. A second light guide 2214
1s cut 1n a shape of a second pattern and configured to {it
within the second cut-out 2212. A second light source 2216
1s positioned to i1lluminate the second light guide 2214. It 1s
noted that the pattern 1n the second lighted slat 2210 has
three separate pieces so three separate cut-outs as a non-

limiting example. The first light guide 2200 and the second
light guide 2214 together form a cohesive pattern.

FI1G. 22C 1s a cross section of a lighted slat 2100, showing
the light guide 2102 cut into a pattern and fitted within a
cut-out 2103 of the user contact surface 2104, with at least
one light source 2106 associated with the light guide 2102.
The light source 2106 can be, for example, micro LEDs,
printed LEDs or light paper that do not interfere with the fit
between the light guide 2102 and the user contact surface
2104. A control circuit board, or controller, can be attached
to the underside of the slat to wirelessly control the light
source via a main controller receiving mput from a user
display/input panel or preprogrammed input.

FIGS. 23A-25 illustrate another means of providing
power to the lighted slats as disclosed herein. In this
embodiment the power rails rotate rather than remain sta-
tionary as in the power rails previously described. The
power rails are configured as rotating disks. Four metal
power discs 3000 are each anchored with fasteners 3003 to
a respective belt wheel 3002, a belt wheel 3002 positioned
at each end of each of the front and rear axles 300, 302 to
guide the belt about the axles. The two power discs on the
right side are positive or negative, and the two power disks
on the left side are the other of positive or negative. The
power disk 300 1s attached to the outer-facing side 3004 of
cach belt wheel 3002 as 1illustrated in FIG. 24. It should be
noted that the power discs 3000 can be made to attached
directly to the axles or the axle drums 11 used. However,
attaching the power discs 3000 to the existing plastic belt
wheels 3002 takes up less space and decreases costs. The
power disk 3000 does not need to be as deep as it 1s shown.
The power disk 3000 need only be as deep as the fasteners
3003 and provide a contact area for a spring-loaded carbon
brush 3020.
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The power disk 3000 1s illustrated 1n FIGS. 23A and 23B
and can be a solid disk with an opening 3006 for the axle
300, 302 or axle drum 1f used. However, to ensure contact
between the power disk 3000 and a slat conductor 3008, the
power disk can have slots 3010 cut at intervals along the
circumierence 3012 of the power disk 3000 to provide
flexibility at the point that the power disk 3000 contacts the
slat conductor 3008. Additionally, the circumierence 3012 of
the power disk 3000 can have a convex contact region 3014
to further ensure contact between the power disk 3000 and
the slat conductor 3008.

The lighted slat 1900, which can be any of the slats
disclosed herein, carries a slat conductor 3008 at each end of
its underside as illustrated 1n FIG. 24. Each end of the
lighted slat 1900 1s attached to a respective belt 1404 which
travels 1n the respective belt wheel 3002, moving the lighted
slat 1900 around the axles 300, 302. The slat conductor 3008
can be attached to the underside of the lighted slat 1900 via
a belt anchoring screw 3016, with two being 1llustrated but
not necessary. Alternatively, the slat conductor 3008 can be
separately attached to the lighted slat 1900. The slat con-
ductor 3008 1s 1llustrated as a hook to provide some spring
or flexibility to the slat conductor 3008 to further ensure
contact between the slat conductor 3008 and the power disk
3000. Alternatively, the belt anchoring screw 3016 can act as
the slat conductor, contacting the power disk 3000 directly.
Proper alignment between the components would need to be
ensured to provide the requisite contact between the power
disk 3000 and the belt anchoring screw 3016. In contact with
the belt anchoring screw 3016 1s a light contact 3018, which
1s wired to the light used in the lighted slat 1900. For
example, one or more LEDs may be wired to the light
contact 3018. The light contact 3018 may be wired to an
LED circuit board. More than one light source, such as LED,
may be run 1n parallel along the lighted slat 1900 between
the light contacts 3018 at each end of the lighted slat 1900.

A spring-loaded brush 3020 is associated with each of the
four power disks 3000. As used herein, h”

“carbon brush
denotes a sliding contact used to transmit electrical current
from a static to a rotating part. For example, the contactor
1208 1s a carbon brush that transmits electrical current from
the status power rail to the rotating slat. In this embodiment,
the carbon brush 3020 transmits electrical current or power
from the static brush to the rotating power disk 3000. Each
carbon brush 3020 i1s connected to a power source (referred
to herein as a primary power source, such as a battery, power
outlet, motor, generator or other suitable power source,
typically one that provides power to the treadmill or tread-
mill accessories, such as the display). The carbon brush 3020
provides power to the respective power disk 3000, which in
turn provides power to the slat conductor 3008, which in
turn provides power to the lighted slat 1900 via the light
contact 3018. The light contact 3018 can be, for example a
nickel-plated barium copper soldering clip. Each spring-
loaded carbon brush 1s mounted on the treadmill 100 on a
metal cross brace 3022, for example, such that it 1s aligned
for contact with the respective power disk 3000. Each
spring-loaded carbon brush 3020 has a housmg 3024 which
can be plastic or metal, a piston 3026, and a spring 3028 that
presses against the piston 3026 to keep the piston 3026 in
contact with the power disk 3000. The piston 3026 can be
bronze, for example. The piston 3026 should be a diflerent
materlal than the power disk 3000 to avoid corrosion.

FIG. 25 1s an 1illustration of an example of the spring-
loaded carbon brush 3020. It 1s noted that this 1s an example
of the intricacies that are required to align the piston
properly and maintain continuous contact with the power




US 11,291,881 B2

31

disk 3000. However, other means are contemplated that
produce the same function, achieving the same effect. The
housing 3024 is a threaded housing, with an outer housing
member 3030 attached to the treadmuill, such as to a cross-
bar or brace 3022 of the treadmill. An 1nner housing member
3032 is threaded to the outer housing member 3030. The
piston 3026 has a wire 3034, such as a stranded mesh copper
wire, soldered to 1t that electrically connects the piston 3026
to the battery wire 3036 via a stud 3038, such as a bartum
copper threaded stud, connected to a washer clip 3040 which
1s secured to the stud 3038 with screw 3042. The piston 3026
1s 1nserted into the housing 3030 with the wire 3034
attached. A spring 3044 1s then inserted and the wire 3034
connected to the stud 3038. The stud 3038 is attached to a
housing end 3046 which i1s threaded into the end of the
housing 3030, threaded to both the outer housing member
3030 and the mnner housing member 3032. The washer clip
3040 1s attached with screw 3042, connecting the power
source to the piston 3026.

To ensure that the piston 3026 properly contacts the power
disk 3000, the mner housing member 3032 can be adjusted,
thus adjusting the piston 3026, by turning the housing end
3046. The spring 3044 1s under pressure so that it applies
constant pressure to the piston 3026 once the piston 1is
properly aligned for contact with the power disk 3000. A
metal lock screw 3048 1s used to lock the inner housing
member 3032 against the outer housing member 3030 so the
alignment of the piston 3026 1s secured. This embodiment,
with the power disk 3000 and the spring-loaded carbon
brush 3020, eliminates the need for a carbon brush, such as
contactor 1208, on each slat to be lighted. In this embodi-
ment, each slat to be lighted only needs a simple slat
conductor 3008 on each end. Because the slats only contact
the power disk 3000 when traveling around either the front
or rear axles 300, 302, the slats may only be lit at such times.
In one embodiment, each slat lights up yellow when the slat
conductor 3008 1s 1n contact with the power disk 3000. At
any given time, the number of slats that will be powered by
the power disks will be the same, about 4-6 slats around each
of the front and rear axle. These yellow-lit slats are a visual
warning to those around the treadmill that the treadmall 1s 1n
use and the tread 1s rotating. To light the slats when traveling
between the front and rear axles 300, 302, the light on each
slat can be electrically connected 1n series to an adjacent
light, thereby being powered by the power disk 3000
through the slat conductors 3008 that are in contact with 1t,
which will continually change as the tread moves.

As an alternative power source for any of the lighted slats
disclosed herein, a lighted slat may carry a battery to power
the light source on the lighted slat, the battery connected to
the underside of the base slat. This power option may be
suitable for the lighted slat 2100 in which the lighted slat 1s
used for advertisement rather than lighting up a particular
section of the tread that may coincide with a power rail, for
example. A wireless controller may control the battery based
on operation of the treadmill, the controller wirelessly tied
to a main treadmill controller.

Other means of providing power to the lighted slats as
known to those skilled in the art are contemplated. As
another example, plastic vanes can be attached to the under-
side of the slats, with the slat having two contact points
where the light source wires are connected, one on each side.
As the slats move around the axles, the vanes make contact
with a stationary power rail, lighting up the slats.

The treadmaill 100 may include one or a combination of
any of the stationary lighting located 1n the cavity 1000 and
lights attached to any part of the slats as disclosed herein. As
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previously described, the lighting system may include a first
set of lights configured to illuminate a front portion of the
treadmill 100, a second set of lights configured to illuminate
a rear portion of the treadmill 100, and a third set of lights
to 1lluminate a middle portion of the treadmill 100. Any of
first set of lights, the second set of lights, or the third set of
lights may include embodiments of the lighting system
described with respect to FIGS. 9-22 1n any combination.
For example, the first set of lights may include the first lens
902 extending around the front axle drum 304 and the lights
900 attached to the lens 902 as previously described. The
second set of lights may include the second lens extending,
around the rear axle drum 306 and the lights attached to the
second lens as previously described. The third set of lights
may 1include the lights 1206 attached to the slats 1200
forming the tread 102. The power rail 1300 may extend
along a length of the middle portion of the treadmill 100
such that the lights 1206 are only powered to emit light as
they rotate through the middle portion of the treadmill 100
along a top of the cavity 1000. In this configuration, the
lights 1206 are not powered as the slats 1200 are rotated
through the front and rear portions of the treadmuill. In other
embodiments, the power rail 1300 may also be positioned
such that the lights 1206 are only powered as the slats 1200
are rotated through the front and/or rear portions of the
treadmill. Alternatively, the lights 1206 may be controlled
by the controller 314 to emit light 1n response to the
controller 314 determining that the lights 1206 are located 1n
the middle portion of the treadmaill 100. In another example,

the third set of lights may include the lights 1100 attached to
cross members 1102 within the cavity 1000 such that the
lights 1100 emat light through the adjacent slats to 1lluminate
the middle portion of the treadmall 100.

The lighting systems described herein can be used in
many different ways, some of which are described here. For
example, the lights may be turned on when the proximaity
sensor detects a person approaching the treadmill 100. The
lights may be controlled to flash as a warning to the
approaching person. The lights may be turned on and to a
color such as green inviting the approaching person to use
the treadmill 100. The lighting systems may be used while
the treadmuill 1s 1n operation. The lights may be used while
the tread 1s rotating to warn others around the treadmall that
the tread 1s moving. The lights may be used to vary color in
response to the user’s temperature as measured by the
non-contact temperature sensor or may represent values of
other biometrics of the user. The lights may be used to
indicate the speed of the tread. The lights may be used to
indicate a safe region on the tread for which the user to stay
when exercising. The lights may be used to be aesthetically
pleasing. The lights may be used for advertisements.

Some or all of the lighting systems herein can be used
with other machines such as moving escalators or moving
sidewalks. The lighting herein can be modified for use with
exercise bikes, rowing machines and stair climbers, as
non-limiting examples.

The word “example” 1s used herein to mean serving as an
example, instance, or illustration. Any aspect or design
described herein as “example” 1s not necessarily to be
construed as preferred or advantageous over other aspects or
designs. Rather, use of the word “example” 1s mtended to
present concepts in a concrete fashion. As used in this
application, the term “or” 1s intended to mean an inclusive
“or” rather than an exclusive “or”. That 1s, unless specified
otherwise, or clear from context, “X includes A or B i1s
intended to mean any of the natural inclusive permutations.

That 1s, 1f X 1ncludes A; X includes B: or X includes both
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A and B, then “X includes A or B” 1s satisfied under any of
the foregoing instances. The articles “a” and “an” as used in
this application and the appended claims should generally be
construed to mean “one or more” unless specified otherwise
or clear from context to be directed to a singular form.
Moreover, use of the term “‘an implementation” or “one
implementation” throughout 1s not intended to mean the
same embodiment or implementation unless described as
such.

Implementations of the controller 314 and any other
controller described herein (and the algorithms, methods,
instructions, etc., stored therecon and/or executed thereby)
can be realized in hardware, software, or any combination
thereof. The hardware can include, for example, computers,
intellectual property (IP) cores, application-specific inte-
grated circuits (ASICs), programmable logic arrays, optical
processors, programmable logic controllers, microcode,
microcontrollers, servers, microprocessors, digital signal
processors or any other suitable circuit. The terms “signal”™
and “data” are used 1nterchangeably. Further, portions of the
controller 314 or any other described controller do not
necessarily have to be implemented 1n the same manner.

Further, in one aspect, for example, the controller 314 can
be implemented using a general-purpose computer or gen-
eral-purpose processor with a computer program that, when
executed, carries out any of the respective methods, algo-
rithms and/or instructions described herein. In addition, or
alternatively, for example, a special purpose computer/
processor can be utilized which can contain other hardware
for carrying out any of the methods, algorithms, or mstruc-
tions described herein.

Further, all or a portion of implementations of the present
disclosure can take the form of a computer program product
accessible from, for example, a computer-usable or com-
puter-readable medium. A computer-usable or computer-
readable medium can be any device that can, for example,
tangibly contain, store, communicate, or transport the pro-
gram for use by or in connection with any processor. The
medium can be, for example, an electronic, magnetic, opti-
cal, electromagnetic, or a semiconductor device. Other suit-
able mediums are also available.

While the disclosure has been described in connection
with certain embodiments, 1t 1s to be understood that the
disclosure 1s not to be limited to the disclosed embodiments
but, on the contrary, 1s intended to cover various modifica-
tions and equivalent arrangements included within the scope
of the appended claims, which scope 1s to be accorded the
broadest interpretation so as to encompass all such modifi-
cations and equivalent structures as 1s permitted under the
law.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A treadmill having a tread comprising multiple slats
configured to rotate around a front axle and a rear axle of the
treadmill, wherein at least one of the multiple slats 1s a
lighted slat, the lighted slat comprising:

a slat base having an upper surface, a leading edge and an

underside; and

a light attached to the slat base, the treadmill further

comprising;

a power source for the light.

2. The treadmill of claim 1, further comprising a control-
ler provided on the underside of the slat base and 1n
communication with the light, the controller controlling at
least one of on/ofl, intensity and color.

3. The treadmill of claim 1, wherein the light comprises:

a light pipe extending along at least a portion of the

leading edge of the slat base; and
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a light source positioned on the slat base to 1lluminate the
light pipe.

4. The treadmuill of claim 3, wherein the light source 1s one

or more of a micro LED, printed LED, and light paper.

5. The treadmill of claim 3, wherein the light source 1s
positioned at each end of the light pipe.

6. The treadmill of claim 3, wherein the light source 1s
positioned along a length of the light pipe between the
leading edge and the light pipe.

7. The treadmill of claim 1, wherein the upper surface of
the slat base includes a user contact surface having apertures
formed 1n the user contact surface to create a pattern, and
wherein the light comprises:

a fiber optic associated with a respective aperture, the
fiber optic having a light end positioned at the under-
side of the slat base and a lighted end of the fiber optic
inserted mto the respective aperture, the lighted end
substantially flush with the user contact surface such
that the lighted end 1s visible but does not protrude from
the user contact surface.

8. The treadmill of claim 7, further comprising a control-
ler provided on the underside of the slat base and 1n
communication with each fiber optic, the controller config-
ured to control each fiber optic individually for one or more
ol on/ofl, color and intensity.

9. The treadmill of claim 1, wherein the upper surface of
the slat base includes a user contact surface with a cut-out in
a pattern 1n the user contact surface, the light comprising:

a light guide 1n a shape of the pattern and configured to fit
within the cut-out; and

a light source positioned to i1lluminate the light guide.

10. The treadmill of claim 9, further comprising a con-
troller provided on the underside of the slat base and in
communication with the light source, the controller control-
ling at least one of on/ofl, ntensity and color.

11. The treadmill of claim 9, wherein the light source 1s
one or more of a micro LED, printed LED, and light paper.

12. The treadmill of claim 1, comprising two adjacent
lighted slats, wherein a first lighted slat of the two adjacent
lighted slats has a first upper surface including a first user
contact surface with a first cut-out 1n a first pattern 1n the first
user contact surface, a first light of the first lighted slat
comprising:

a first light guide in a shape of the first pattern and

configured to fit within the first cut- out; and

a first light source positioned to i1lluminate the first light
guide; and

wherein a second lighted slat of the two adjacent lighted
slats has a second upper surface including a second user
contact surface with a second cut-out 1 a second
pattern 1n the second user contact surface, a second
light of the second lighted slat comprising:

a second light guide 1 a shape of the second pattern and
configured to fit within the second cut-out; and

a second light source positioned to 1lluminate the second
light guide, wherein the first light guide and the second
light guide together form a cohesive pattern.

13. The treadmill of claim 12, wherein the first light
source and the second light source are one or more of a
micro LED, printed LED, and light paper.

14. The treadmaill of claim 1, wherein the power source
COmprises:

a stationary power rail electrified by a primary power

source; and

two contactors connected to the lighted slat and 1n contact
with the stationary power rail.
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15. The treadmill of claim 14, wherein the stationary
power rail 1s a dual conducting power rail extending parallel
to at least one belt; and

the two contactors are two carbon brushes in contact with
the dual conducting power rail as the lighted slat moves
along the dual conducting power rail, the two carbon
brushes electrified by the dual conducting power rail
and 1n electrical communication with the light.

16. The treadmill of claim 14, wherein the stationary

power rail comprises:

a lirst power rail and a second power rail extending
parallel to the first power rail, the first and second
power rails positioned parallel with the at least one belt,
and wherein the two contactors comprise a first carbon
brush attached to the lighted slat and 1n contact with the
first power rail and a second carbon brush attached to
the lighted slat and in contact with the second power
rall, wherein the first carbon brush and the second
carbon brush conduct power to the light from the first
and second power rails.

17. The treadmill of claim 14, wherein the stationary

power rail comprises:

a lirst power rail and a second power rail extending
parallel to the first power rail, the first and second

36

power rails positioned parallel to at least one bellt,
wherein the two contactors comprise a first wire contact
attached to the lighted slat and 1n contact with the first
power rail and a second wire contact attached to the
lighted slat and 1n contact with the second power rail,
wherein the first wire contact and the second wire
contact conduct power to the light from the first and
second power rails.

18. A treadmill having a tread comprising multiple slats
configured to rotate around a front axle and a rear axle of the
treadmill, wherein at least one of the multiple slats 1s a
lighted slat, the lighted slat comprising:

a slat base having an upper surface, a leading edge and an
underside;

a light pipe attached to the leading edge of the slat base
and extending along the leading edge; and

a light source attached to the slat base and configured to
illuminate the light pipe, wherein the light source 1s at
least one LED, the treadmill further comprising:

a power source for the light source.

19. The treadmill of claim 18, wherein each of the

multiple slats 1s a lighted slat.
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