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|
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GENERATOR ASSEMBLIES, INTEGRATED
DRIVE GENERATORS, AND METHODS OF
MAKING GENERATOR ASSEMBLIES

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure 1s generally related to rotating
machines, and more particularly to supporting rotors in in
rotating machines like electrical generators.

Rotating machines, such as generators in aircrait electri-
cal systems, commonly 1nclude a rotor. The rotor 1s gener-
ally supported for rotation relative to a stator by a bearing.
The bearing restrains movement of the rotor to rotation
about a rotation axis, typically by providing a sliding 1n
interface between a rotating bearing portion fixed relative to
the rotor and a stationary bearing portion fixed relative to the
stator portion. In some rotating machines a clearance 1s
provided between the stationary bearing portion and the
housing to facilitate assembly of rotating machine. Such
clearances can allow the bearing to become misaligned
during service, increase loading on the bearing 1n rotating
machines having eccentrically rotating loads, and/or
increase dynamic loading of the bearing by reducing ire-
quency spacing between the bearing natural frequency and
the rotational speed of the rotating machine.

Such systems and methods have generally been accept-
able for their intended purpose. However, there remains a
need 1n the art for improved generator assemblies, integrated
drive generators, and methods of making generator assem-
blies and integrated drive generators having generator
assemblies.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

A generator assembly 1s provided. The generator assem-
bly includes a rotor carrying a magnetic element, a bearing,
assembly supporting the rotor for rotation about a rotation
ax1s, a bearing support structure extending circumierentially
about the bearing assembly and configured for fixation to a
housing, and a sleeve member. The sleeve member 1s
arranged radially between the bearing assembly and the
bearing support structure to limait a clearance defined radially
between the bearing assembly and the bearing support
structure.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may include that the bearing assembly 1s a radial
bearing assembly.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may include that the bearing assembly 1s a Con-
rad-type bearing assembly.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may include that the bearing assembly 1s a first
bearing assembly and that the generator assembly includes
second bearing assembly supporting the rotor for rotation
about the rotation axis.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments may include that
the second bearing assembly 1s a straight bearing assembly.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments may include that
the first bearing assembly 1s a radial bearing assembly or a
Conrad-type bearing assembly.
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In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments may include that
the sleeve member has an annular body defining a wedge-
shaped profile.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may include that the sleeve member has an 1nner
end and an axially opposite outer end, the wedge-shaped
profile tapering between the inner end and the outer end of
the wedge-shaped profile.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may include that the annular body defines an axial
slot extending axially through the annular body, the axial
slot spanning the wedge-shaped profile.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may include that the bearing assembly has a
bearing assembly axial width, the sleeve member has a
sleeve member axial width, and that the sleeve member axial
width 1s smaller than the bearing assembly axial width.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may include that the bearing assembly includes an
outer race defining a chamifered face, the chamifered faced
extending circumferentially about the outer race and seating
thereon the sleeve member.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may include that the chamifered face 1s arranged on
an outboard end of the bearing assembly.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may include that the outer race 1s an unbroken
outer race and the bearing assembly includes an inner race
extending circumierentially about the rotation axis and two
or more spherical elements distributed circumierentially
about the rotation axis between the inner race and the outer
race of the bearing assembly.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may include a clamp arranged axially between the
magnetic element and bearing support structure, the clamp
fixed relative to the bearing support structure.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the generator
assembly may 1nclude a housing with an interior enclosing
the rotor, the bearing support structure arranged within the
housing and fixing the bearing assembly to the housing.

An integrated drive generator 1s also provided. The 1nte-
grated drive generator includes a generator assembly as
described above and a constant speed drive. The constant
speed drive 1s operably connected to the rotor of the gen-
crator assembly.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the integrated
drive generator may include that the bearing assembly 1s a
radial bearing assembly or a Conrad-type bearing assembly,
the generator assembly further including a straight bearing
assembly supporting the rotor for rotation about the rotation
axis and arranged on a side of the magnetic element opposite
the radial bearing assembly or the Conrad-type bearing
assembly.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the integrated
drive generator may include that the sleeve member has an
annular body defining a wedge-shaped profile; the bearing
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assembly 1ncludes an outer race defining a chamiered face,
the chamiered faced extending circumierentially about the
outer race and seating thereon the sleeve member; and that
the bearing assembly has a bearing assembly axial width, the
sleeve member has a sleeve member axial width, and that the
sleeve member axial width 1s smaller than the bearing
assembly axial width.

A method of making a generator assembly 1s also pro-
vided. The method includes fixing a bearing support struc-
ture to a housing; arranging a sleeve member within the
bearing support structure; and seating a bearing assembly
within the bearing support structure, the bearing assembly
supporting a rotor carrying a magnetic element for rotation
about a rotation axis, and the bearing assembly and the
bearing support structure defining therebetween a radial
clearance. The sleeve member 1s translated axially along the
rotation axis relative to bearing assembly to limit a clearance
defined radially between the bearing assembly and the
bearing support structure.

In addition to one or more of the features described above,
or as an alternative, further embodiments of the method may
include closing the clearance between the bearing assembly
and the bearing support structure.

Technical effects of the present disclosure include the
capability to close a clearance between a bearing assembly
and a bearing support structure subsequent to assembly of
the bearing assembly and support assembly within a gen-
crator. In certain examples the bearing support structure,
bearing assembly, and rotor carrying a magnetic element are
assembled within a housing with a clearance defined
between the bearing support structure and the bearing
assembly, and the clearance thereafter closed by driving the
sleeve member axially to a position radially between the
bearing assembly and the bearing support structure. In
accordance with one or more examples closing the clearance
reduces (or eliminates entirely) bearing misalignment,
increases stiflness and/or natural frequency of the bearing,

and limit amplification of loading on the bearing assembly
due to eccentric rotation of the rotor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following descriptions should not be considered
limiting 1n any way. With reference to the accompanying
drawings, like elements are numbered alike:

FIG. 1 1s a schematic cross-sectional view of an aircraft
carrying a generator assembly constructed 1 accordance
with the present disclosure, showing an integrated drive
generator having a generator assembly;

FIG. 2 1s a schematic exploded view of the generator
assembly of FIG. 1 according to an example, showing sleeve
member and a clamp/bearing support structure assembly
seating a first bearing assembly supporting a rotor of the
generator assembly;

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional side view of a portion of the
generator assembly of FIG. 1 according to the example,
showing first bearing assembly captive within the clamp/
bearing support structure assembly with the sleeve member;

FIGS. 4-6 are perspective, end and cross-sectional views
of the sleeve member of FIG. 3, showing an axial slot and
a wedge-shaped profile defined by the sleeve member for
closing a radial clearance defined between the clamp/bearing
support structure assembly and the bearing assembly;

FIG. 7 1s a schematic view of a sleeve member arranged
radially between the bearing assembly and the bearing
support structure of the generator assembly of FIG. 1,
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showing the sleeve member translating relative to the bear-
ing assembly between the bearing assembly and the bearing
support structure; and

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram of a method of making a
generator assembly, showing operations of the method
according to an 1llustrative and non-limiting example of the
method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Retference will now be made to the drawings wherein like
reference numerals 1dentity similar structural features or
aspects of the subject disclosure. For purposes of explana-
tion and 1llustration, and not limitation, a partial view of an
example of a generator assembly constructed in accordance
with the disclosure 1s shown in FIG. 1 and 1s designated
generally by reference character 100. Other embodiments of
generator assemblies, integrated drive generators, and meth-
ods of making generator assemblies in accordance with the
present disclosure, or aspects thereof, are provided in FIGS.
2-8, as will be described. The systems and methods
described herein can be used to limit (or close entirely)
clearances between bearing assemblies and bearing support
structures 1n rotating machines, such as in integrated drive
generators for aircrait electrical systems, though the present
disclosure 1s not limited to integrated drive generators or to
generators assemblies 1n general.

Retferring to FIG. 1, a vehicle 10, e.g., an aircrait, 1s
shown. The vehicle 10 includes an electrical system 12, a
gas turbine engine 14, and a generator assembly 100. The
clectrical system 12 includes the generator assembly 100, an
clectrical load 16, and a power bus 18. The electrical load 16
1s connected to the generator assembly 100 by the power bus
18. The generator assembly 100 1s operably associated with
the gas turbine engine 14 and 1s configured to generate
clectrical power 20 using mechanical rotation 22 (shown 1n
FIG. 2) communicated thereto by the gas turbine engine 14.
In certain examples the generator assembly 100 1s operably
associated with the gas turbine engine 14 through an acces-
sory gearbox 24 to receive therethrough the mechanical
rotation 22. In accordance with certain examples the gen-
crator assembly 100 1s operably associated with the gas
turbine engine 14 through a constant speed drive 202 as an
integrated drive generator 200. Although shown and
described herein in generator assembly for an aircraft 1t 1s to
be understood and appreciated that other types of generators
can benefit from the present disclosure.

With reference to FIG. 2, the generator assembly 100 1s
shown. The generator assembly 100 includes a housing 102,
a stator winding 104, and a rotor 106. The generator assem-
bly 100 also 1includes a magnetic element 108, a first bearing
assembly 110, and a second bearing assembly 112.

The housing 102 has an interior 114. The stator winding,
104, the rotor 106, and magnetic element 108 are arranged
within the interior 114 of the housing 102. The magnetic
clement 108, the first bearing assembly 110 and the second
bearing assembly 112 are also arranged within the interior
114 of the housing 102.

The stator winding 104 1s electrically connected to the
power bus 18 (shown 1 FIG. 1) and 1s arranged with provide
a tlow of electric current. In this respect the stator winding
104 1s electromagnetically coupled to the magnetic element
108 such that rotation of magnetic element 108 relative to
the stator winding 104 induces a flow of electric current in
the stator winding 104. In certain examples the flow of
clectric current 1s an alternating current (AC) tlow.
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The magnetic element 108 1s fixed relative to the rotor
106. In certain examples the magnetic element 108 1ncludes
a permanent magnet 116. In accordance with certain
examples the magnetic element 108 includes a winding 118.
It 1s also contemplated that the magnetic element 108 can
include both the permanent magnet 116 and the winding 118.

The rotor 106 1s supported for rotation about a rotation
axis 120 within the interior 114 of the housing 102 by the
first bearing assembly 110 and the second bearing assembly
112. In certain examples the first bearing assembly 110 1s a
radial bearing assembly, e¢.g., a ball bearing assembly. In
accordance with certain examples the second bearing assem-
bly 112 1s a straight bearing assembly. Straight bearing
assemblies allow the rotor 106 to slide axially in response to
heating of the generator assembly 100 during operation,
such as due to differential between elongation of the rotor
106 and the housing 102 during operation. Although shown
and described herein as having a radial bearing assembly
and a straight bearing assembly, 1t 1s to be understood and
appreciated that rotating machines having other types of
bearing assemblies can also benefit from the present disclo-
sure.

With reference to FIG. 3, a portion of the generator
assembly 100 1s shown including the first bearing assembly
110. The first bearing assembly 110 includes an 1nner race
122, an outer race 124, and a plurality of spherical elements
126. The mnner race 122 1s fixed 1n rotation relative to the
rotor 106 for rotation with the rotor 106 about the rotation
axis 120. The plurality of spherical elements 126 are dis-
tributed circumierentially about the 1mnner race 122 and the
rotation axis 120. The outer race 124 extends circumieren-
tially about the inner race 122 and the plurality of spherical
clements 126, and 1s configured for fixation relative to the
housing 102. Fixation of the first bearing assembly 110 to
the housing 102 1s accomplished by a clamp 128, a bearing
support structure 130, and a retammer 132. In certain
examples the outer race 124 can be an unbroken race,
limiting load on the first bearing assembly 110 and thereby
extending the expected service life of the first bearing
assembly 110.

The bearing support structure 130 1s fixed within the
interior 114 of the housing 102 and has a bearing seat 134.
The bearing seat 134 radially bounds the first bearing
assembly 110, extends thereabout, and seats thereon the first
bearing assembly 110. A plurality of first fasteners 136
(shown 1 FIG. 2) extend through the bearing support
structure 130 and threadably fixes the bearing support struc-
ture 130 to the housing 102 and about the rotation axis 120.

The clamp 128 1s arranged within the interior 114 of the
housing 102 and has a bearing support structure seat 138.
The bearing support structure seat 138 radially bounds the
bearing support structure 130, extends about the bearing
support structure 130, and seats thereon the bearing support
structure 130. A plurality of second fasteners 140 extend
though the retainer 132 and the housing 102 to threadably fix
the clamp 128 against the bearing support structure 130 with
the first bearing assembly 110 captive between the clamp
128 and the bearing support structure 130. A radial clearance
142 1s defined between the outer race 124 and of the first
bearing assembly 110 and the bearing support structure 130.

As will be appreciated by those of skill in the art 1n view
of the presented disclosure, the clearance 142 {facilitates
assembly of the generator assembly 100 by allowing the
bearing support structure 130 to be fixed with the interior
114 of the housing 102 and receive thereon the rotor 106 and
the first bearing assembly 110 with the clamp 128 mounted
thereon. As will also be appreciated by those of skill in the
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art 1n view of the present disclosure, such clearances can, 1n
some generator assemblies, limait reliability of the generator
assembly. For example, clearances can allow the bearing
assembly to become misaligned relative to the rotation axis,
increasing the load exerted on the bearing assembly. Clear-
ances can also reduce the stifiness provided by the bearing
assembly, limiting the frequency spacing between the bear-
ing assembly and the nominal speed of rotor such that
dynamic loading of the bearing assembly, potentially reduc-
ing service life of the bearing assembly. And 1n some
generators such clearances can allow the outer race to orbit
relative to the generator stator—the orbiting 1n turn causing,
fretting wear occurring and/or generating debris, posing a
foreign object damage hazard. To limit misalignment,
increase stiflness, and/or present orbiting the generator
assembly 100 includes the sleeve member 144.

The sleeve member 144 1s arranged radially between the
first bearing assembly 110 the bearing support structure 130.
More specifically, the sleeve member 144 1s arranged
between the outer race 124 of the first bearing assembly 110
and the bearing seat 134 of the bearing support structure 130
to limit (or close entirely) the radial clearance 142. Limiting
(or closing entirely) the radial clearance 142 fixes the outer
race 124 of the first bearing assembly 110 relative to the
bearing support structure 130, reducing (or eliminating
entirely) misalignment of the first bearing assembly 110
relative to the rotation axis 120, stiffening the first bearing
assembly 110, and/or preventing orbiting of the outer race
124 relative to the bearing support structure 130. It 1s
contemplated that the radial clearance 142 be limited (or
closed entirely) subsequent to the assembly of the rotor 106
(carrying the first bearing assembly 110 and the clamp 128

thereon), the radial clearance 142 thereby facilitating assem-
bly of the generator assembly 100 prior to being limited (or
closed entirely).

With reference to FIGS. 4-6, the sleeve member 144 1s
shown. As shown 1n FIG. 4, the sleeve member 144 includes
an annular body 146 having an inboard edge 148, an
outboard edge 150, and a defines a slot 152 extending
between the mmboard edge 148 and the outboard edge 150.
The outboard edge 150 1s arranged to abut the bearing
support structure 130 (shown in FIG. 2) within the mterior
114 (shown 1n FIG. 2) of the housing 102 (shown in FIG. 2)
when the sleeve member 144 1s 1nstalled within the genera-
tor assembly 100 (shown in FIG. 1). The mnboard edge 148
1s arranged to oppose the clamp 128 (shown in FIG. 2)
within the interior 114 of the housing 102 when the sleeve
member 144 1s installed within the generator assembly 100
such that the clamp 128 1s arranged axially between the
sleeve member 144 and the magnetic element 108 (shown 1n
FIG. 2). It 1s contemplated that the slot 152 extend substan-
tially 1n parallel with the rotation axis 120 (shown 1n FIG. 2)
and between the bearing support structure 130 and the clamp
128.

As shown in FIG. 5, the annular body 146 extends
circumierentially about the rotation axis 120 (shown 1n FIG.
2) such that the outboard edge 150 1s radially oflset from the
rotation axis 120. In certain examples the sleeve member
144 1s clocked about the rotation axis 120 such that slot 152
1s positioned above the rotation axis 120 relative to gravity.
In accordance with certain examples the sleeve member 144
can be seated within the interior 114 of the housing 102 such
that the slot receives a pin 154, fixed relative to the housing
102, to fix position of the sleeve member 144 about the
rotation axis 120 during assembly of the generator assembly

100 (shown in FIG. 1).
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As shown in FIG. 6, the sleeve member 144 has a
wedge-shaped profile 156. The wedge-shaped profile 156
extends axially between the inboard edge 148 and the
outboard edge 150. It 1s contemplated that the wedge-shaped
profile 156 taper between the mmboard edge 148 and the
outboard edge 150, the inboard edge 148 having a smaller
surface area than the surface area of the outboard edge 150.
In certain examples the sleeve member 144 1s formed from
a metallic material 158. In accordance with certain examples
the metallic material 158 has a coeflicient of thermal expan-
s1on that corresponds to the coeflicient of thermal expansion
of the first bearing assembly 110, the bearing support
structure 130, and/or the clamp 128 such that clearance
remains limited (or closed) during heating and cooling of the
generator assembly 100 during operation.

With continuing reference to FIGS. 3 and 7, the sleeve
member 144 seats radially between the first bearing assem-
bly 110 and the bearing support structure 130. More spe-
cifically, the sleeve member 144 1s radially interposed
between the outer race 124 of the first bearing assembly 110
and the bearing support structure 130. In certain examples
the outer race 124 has radially-outer chamier 160. In certain
examples the sleeve member 144 has a sleeve member axial
width 162 that 1s smaller than a bearing member axial width
164. In accordance with certain examples the radially-outer
chamfer 160 1s defined on an axially outer edge 166 of the
outer race 124 such that a radially outer face 168 (shown 1n
FIG. 4) of the sleeve member 144 1s substantially parallel to
the rotation axis 120.

As shown in FIG. 7, the radially-outer chamier 160
cooperates with the wedge-shaped profile 156 such that, as
the sleeve member 144 translates axially along the rotation
axis 120 during assembly, the radial clearance 142 decreases
in radial width (or closes entirely) such that the outer race
124 of the first bearing assembly 110 1s fixed in rotation
relative to the bearing support structure 130. In this respect,
as shown at reference I, seating the first bearing assembly
110 within the bearing support structure 130 causes the first
bearing assembly 110 and the bearing support structure 130
to define a first gap width A between one another. As shown
at reference II, translating the sleeve member 144 along the
rotation axis 120 relative to the first bearing assembly 110
causes the first bearing assembly 110 and the bearing
support structure 130 to define between a second gap width
B between one another, the second gap width B larger than
the first gap width A—Ilimiting the radial clearance 142
between the first bearing assembly 110 and the bearing
support structure 130. In certain examples the radial clear-
ance 142 1s closed by translating the sleeve member 144
along the rotation axis 120 such that the first bearing
assembly 110 and the bearing support structure 130 define a
third gap width between one another, the third gap width C
larger than the second gap width B.

With reference to FIG. 8, a method 300 of making a
generator assembly, e.g., the generator assembly 100 (shown
in FIG. 1), 1s shown. As shown with box 310, the method
300 includes fixing a bearing support structure within the
interior of a housing for a generator assembly, e.g., the
bearing support structure 130 (shown 1n FIG. 2) within the
interior 114 (shown in FI1G. 2) of the housing 102 (shown 1n
FIG. 2). Fixation can be accomplished by fastening the
bearing support structure within the interior of the housing,
¢.g., with the plurality of first fasteners 136 (shown in FIG.
2).

As shown with box 320, the method 300 also includes
supporting a rotor carrying a magnetic element about a
rotation axis within the housing, e.g., the rotor 106 (shown
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in FIG. 2) carrying the magnetic element 108 (shown 1n FIG.
2). A clamp, e.g., the clamp 128 (shown i FIG. 2), 1s

positioned about the rotor, as shown with box 222. An inner

race of bearing assembly, the inner race 122 (shown 1n FIG.
3) of the first bearing assembly 110 (shown in FIG. 2), 1s
fixed to the rotor such that the 1nner race 1s fixed 1n rotation

relative to the rotor, as shown with box 224. The rotor,
including the clamp and the bearing assembly, 1s positioned
within the housing such that the bearing assembly 1s
arranged radially between the rotor and the bearing support
structure with a clearance, ¢.g., the radial clearance 142
(shown 1n FIG. 3), 1s defined therebetween, as shown with

box 326.

As shown with box 330, a sleeve member, e.g., the sleeve
member 144 (shown 1n FIG. 3), 1s arranged radially between
the bearing assembly and the bearing support structure. The
sleeve member 144 1s translated along the rotation axis
relative to the bearing assembly, as shown with box 340. As
the sleeve member translates along the rotation axis relative
to the bearing assembly the sleeve member limits the
clearance defined between the bearing assembly and the
bearing support structure, as shown with box 350, e.g., by
making a radial distance between the bearing assembly and
the bearing support structure smaller. In certain examples the
clearance between the bearing assembly and the bearing
support structure 1s closed, e.g., such that no radial distance
1s defined between the bearing assembly and the bearing
support structure, as shown by box 352. In accordance with
certain examples closing the clearance by translating the
sleeve member relative to the bearing assembly can create
an interference fit between the sleeve member and either (or
both) the bearing assembly and bearing support structure.

Rotating machines commonly employ bearings to support
rotary components for rotation relative to stationary com-
ponents. In some rotating machines there can be clearance
between the bearing and the stationary portion of the rotat-
ing machine, the clearance enabling assembly of the rotating
machine. While generally acceptable for its mtended pur-
pose clearance between the bearing and stationary compo-
nents of the rotating machine increase eccentric loading of
the bearing, potentially reducing the expect service life of
the bearing. Clearance between the bearing and stationary
components of the rotating machine can also result 1n
misalignment of the bearing, also potentially limiting the
expected service life of the bearing. And clearance between
the bearing and the stationary components can also reduce
bearing life due to misalignment and/or stiflness variation in
intermediate structures supporting the bearing relative to
other stationary structures.

In examples described herein a portion of clearance
between the bearing and the stationary structure of a rotating,
machine, e.g., a generator, 1s closed subsequent to assembly
of the rotor within the stator of the rotating machine. In
certain examples sleeve 1s arranged between the bearing and
the stator of the rotating machine. The sleeve can be closed
under outside and opened under 1nside pressure such that the
sleeve diameter can be changed, 1.e., be made smaller or
larger, depending upon the pressure applied to the sleeve. In
accordance with certain examples, when the sleeve 1is
installed between the bearing and stationary structure such
as a bearing support the sleeve diameter will self-adjust to
the mner diameter of the bearing support. Self-adjustment
can be accomplished, for example, by clamping the sleeve
between the stationary structure and a retaiming plate. It also
contemplated that, 1n accordance with certain examples, that
the material forming the sleeve be selected such that thermal
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expansion ol the sleeve corresponds, e.g., matches, that of
thermal expansion of the bearing.

Technical effects of the present disclosure can include
limiting (or preventing entirely) distortion of the outer race
of the bearing. Technical effects also include delaying (or
preventing entirely) the tendency of the bearing to orbit
within, and Irictionally against, the seat defined by the
stationary structure—Ilimiting (or preventing entirely) the
generation of debris from the orbiting which can otherwise
present a foreign object damage hazard to the rotating
machine. Technical effects additionally the employment of
bearings having unbroken (non-broken) outer races.

The term “about™ 1s intended to include the degree of error
associated with measurement of the particular quantity
based upon the equipment available at the time of filing the
application.

The terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and 1s not mtended to be
limiting of the present disclosure. As used herein, the
singular forms ““a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include
the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise. It will be further understood that the terms
“comprises” and/or “comprising,” when used in this speci-
fication, specily the presence of stated features, integers,
steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, integers, steps, operations, element components,
and/or groups thereof.

While the present disclosure has been described with
reference to an exemplary embodiment or embodiments, it
will be understood by those skilled in the art that various
changes may be made and equivalents may be substituted
for elements thereotf without departing from the scope of the
present disclosure. In addition, many modifications may be
made to adapt a particular situation or material to the
teachings of the present disclosure without departing from
the essential scope thereof. Therefore, 1t 1s mntended that the
present disclosure not be limited to the particular embodi-
ment disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying
out this present disclosure, but that the present disclosure
will include all embodiments falling within the scope of the
claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A generator assembly, comprising:

a rotor carrying a magnetic element;

a bearing assembly supporting the rotor for rotation about
a rotation axis;

a bearing support structure extending circumierentially
about the bearing assembly and configured for fixation
to a housing; and

a sleeve member arranged radially between the bearing
assembly and the bearing support structure to limit a
clearance defined radially between the bearing assem-
bly and the bearing support structure;

wherein the sleeve 1s wedge-shaped profile with a flat
iner surface and a sloped outer surface;

wherein the sleeve member has an inner end and an
axially opposite outer end, wherein the wedge-shaped
profile tapers between the inner end and the outer end
of the wedge-shaped profile.

2. The generator assembly of claim 1, wherein the bearing,

assembly 1s a radial bearing assembly.

3. The generator assembly of claim 1, wherein the bearing,

assembly 1s a Conrad-type bearing assembly.
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4. The generator assembly of claim 1, wherein the bearing
assembly 1s a first bearing assembly and further comprising
a second bearing assembly, the second bearing assembly
supporting the rotor for rotation about the rotation axis.

5. The generator assembly of claim 4, wherein the second
bearing assembly 1s a straight bearing assembly.

6. The generator assembly of claim 4, wherein the first
bearing assembly 1s a radial bearing assembly or a Conrad-
type bearing assembly.

7. The generator assembly of claim 1, wherein wherein
the annular body defines an axial slot extending axially
through the annular body, the axial slot spanning the wedge-
shaped profile.

8. The generator assembly of claim 1, wherein the bearing
assembly has a bearing assembly axial width, wherein the
sleeve member has a sleeve member axial width, and
wherein the sleeve member axial width 1s smaller than the
bearing assembly axial width.

9. The generator assembly of claim 1, wherein the bearing
assembly comprises an outer race defining a chamiered face,
the chamiered faced extending circumierentially about the
outer race and seating thereon the sleeve member.

10. The generator assembly of claim 9, wherein the
chamiered face 1s arranged on an outboard end of the
bearing assembly.

11. The generator assembly of claim 9, wherein the outer
race 1s an unbroken outer race, the bearing assembly further
comprising;

an 1ner race extending circumierentially about the rota-

tion axis; and

a plurality of spherical elements distributed circumieren-

tially about the rotation axis and between the 1nner race
and the outer race of the bearing assembly.

12. The generator assembly of claim 1, further comprising
a clamp arranged axially between the magnetic element and
bearing support structure, the clamp fixed relative to the
bearing support structure.

13. The generator assembly of claim 1, further comprising
a housing with an interior enclosing the rotor, wherein the
bearing support structure 1s arranged within the housing and
fixes the bearing assembly to the housing.

14. An mtegrated drive generator, comprising:

a constant speed drive; and

a generator assembly as recited 1n claim 1, wherein the

constant speed drive 1s operably connected to the rotor
of the generator assembly.

15. The integrated drive generator of claim 14, wherein
the bearing assembly 1s a radial bearing assembly or a
Conrad-type bearing assembly, and further comprising a
straight bearing assembly supporting the rotor for rotation
about the rotation axis and arranged on a side of the
magnetic element opposite the radial bearing assembly or
the Conrad-type bearing assembly.

16. The integrated drive generator of claim 14, wherein
the sleeve member has an annular body defining a wedge-
shaped profile; wherein the bearing assembly comprises an
outer race defining a chamifered face, the chamifered faced
extending circumierentially about the outer race and seating
thereon the sleeve member; and wherein the bearing assem-
bly has a bearing assembly axial width, wherein the sleeve
member has a sleeve member axial width, and wherein the
sleeve member axial width 1s smaller than the bearing
assembly axial width.

¥ ¥ H ¥ H



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

