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MODULATED DISPLAY AR TRACKING
SYSTEMS AND METHODS

BACKGROUND

Tracking codes, such as QR codes or NFC tags, can be
received by an 1image sensor to cause a processor to perform
a given operation. For example, a mobile device may detect
a tracking code and cause a web browser on the mobile
device to open a hyperlink. However, conventional tracking
codes take the form of a visible code perceptible to the
human eye.

In three dimensional content display (e.g., 3D movies
with active glasses), to present a separate image to the left
and right eyes, a shutter in the active glasses switches at a
high frequency between the two eyes. The content displayed
on the active glasses 1s based on content emitted by the
screen alternatively including left eye and right eye content.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This application relates generally to displaying content
based on embedded tracking codes emitted by one or more
devices and more specifically but not limited to displaying

interactive content based on embedded tracking codes emit-
ted within an entertainment venue.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments described herein include systems and meth-
ods of establishing AR tracking in a controlled environment
simultaneously with image content, including video content.
Embodiments can include image content displayed at a high
refresh rate, for example, on an LED screen with high speed
cameras to present both a static tracking pattern that 1s not
visible to the human eye and any arbitrary content that 1s
visible to the human eye. More specifically, embodiments
described herein include systems and methods for identity-
ing a tracking pattern associated with a graphical element for
an augmented reality display. or image recognition 1n gen-
eral.

In some embodiments, a modulated display AR tracking
system 1ncludes a display that emits first image content and
second 1mage content, where the second image content
includes a tracking pattern to be received by an image
sensor. First image content can be viewed by a user. Second
image content can include the tracking pattern to be received
by the user’s device 1n an alternative set of frames from the
first image content. Embodiments can minimize the amount
of time that the static tracking pattern 1s emitted to avoid
perception of the tracking pattern by the human eye.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS/FIGURES

FIG. 1 1s a schematic of a modulated display AR tracking
system, according to some embodiments.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are schematics of a modulated display
AR tracking system, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 3 1s a flow diagram of a method for providing
modulated display AR tracking an illustration of a modu-
lated display AR ftracking system, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 4 1s an illustration of a modulated display AR
tracking system, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5 1s an illustration of a modulated display AR
tracking system, according to some embodiments.
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FIGS. 6 A and 6B are 1llustrations of a modulated display
AR tracking system including displays having geometric

characteristics, according to some embodiments.

FIGS. 7 and 8 are 1llustrations of a modulated display AR
tracking system implemented 1n a venue, according to some
embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
INVENTION

L1

Modulated Display AR Tracking System

FIG. 1 illustrates a modulated display AR tracking system
according to some embodiments. Referring to FIG. 1, modu-
lated display AR tracking system 100 includes display 110
and device 120. The modulated display AR tracking system
100 1s provided to render image content for a user that
includes primary image content and augmented 1mage (1.e.,
augmented reality or AR) content. The augmented image
content can be based on a tracking code that 1s embedded
within the primary image content. In some embodiments, the
tracking code can be embedded within the primary image
content at a frame rate not perceptible to the human eye.

Display 110 1s configured to emit image content 111 to
users, for example, 1mage content to an audience. In some
embodiments, display 110 can be for example, a Liquid
Crystal Display (LCD), a Light-Emitting Diode (LED)
display, an Organic Light-Emitting Diode (OLED) display,
a projector-based display, an electronic paper display, or the
like. In some embodiments, display 110 can include more
than one display device.

Device 120 can be configured to recerve image content
111 from display 110 and discern a first image content 112
and a second image content 113. First image content
includes a population of first image content frames (e.g.,
frames 112.1 to 112.3) and second image content includes a
population of second image content frames (e.g., frames
113.1 to 113.3).

In a non-limiting example, device 120 can include an
image sensor, such as a camera configured to recognize
second 1mage content 113 within 1mage content 111. In
another example, device 120 can be a mobile device that
includes an 1mage sensor as described above and a display.
In some embodiments, device 120 can be configured to
receive frames at a suflicient frame rate to permit second
image content 113 to be embedded and not perceptible to the
human eye.

In some embodiments, device 120 can be configured to
recognize a tracking code within the second 1image content
frames 113.1 to 113.3. Based on the tracking code, device
120 augments the first image content (e.g., image content
frames 112.1. to 112.3) to include modified or additional
graphical elements.

Modulated Display AR Tracking System Including Pose
Extractor

FIG. 2A 1illustrates a modulated display AR tracking
system according to some embodiments. Elements 1n FIG.
2A with the same annotations as elements 1n FIG. 1 are
described above. Referring to FIG. 2A, modulated display
AR tracking system 200 includes display 110 and device
220. As above, modulated display AR tracking system 200
provides 1mage content to a user that can include image
content based on an embedded tracking code.

Device 220, which can be an embodiment of device 120
above, can be configured to receive image content 211 from
display 110 and discern first image content 212 and second
image content 213. First image content includes a popula-
tion of first image content frames (e.g., frames 212.1 to
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212.3) and second 1mage content includes a population of
second 1mage content frames (e.g., frames 213.1 to 213.3).

Device 220 includes an 1image sensor 222, processor 224
and memory 226. In a non-limiting example, device 220 can
be a mobile device operated by a user.

Image sensor 222 can be a camera or other photodetector
device that captures still or video digital images. In some
embodiments, 1mage sensor 222 can be an 1image sensor, or
plurality thereof, that includes a pixel array, such as a
charged coupled device (CCD), or a complementary metal-
oxide-semiconductor (CMOS) sensor, or the like. An
example of an 1mage sensor 1s the Stacked CMOS Image
Sensor available from Sony of Sony City, Japan or the
MT9V023 available from ON Semiconductor of Phoenix,
Ariz. In some embodiments, 1mage sensor 222 1s part of a
system-on-chip (SOC) with 1mage sensing capabilities. The
SOC may include a memory and/or an 1mage signal pro-
cessor (ISP) or other components. An example for such an
SOC 1s the OV5640 available from OmniVision Technolo-
gies Inc. of Santa Clara, Calif. In some embodiments, image
sensor 503 includes one or more optical lenses.

Processor 224 1s adapted to run instructions stored in
memory 226. Processor 224 may be a micro-controller unit
(MCU), a digital signal processor (DSP) and/or an Image/

Video Processing unit or like components that run mnstruc-
tions. An example of an MCU 1s a ST33G1IM2 32 bit MCU

with ARM SecurCore SC300 from ST Microelectronics of
(Geneva, Switzerland, or a MSP432P401x available from
Texas Instruments Inc. of Dallas, Tex. An example of a DSP
1s C3000 available from Texas Instruments Inc. of Dallas,
Tex. An example of an 1image/video processor 1s OMAP3325
avallable from Texas Instruments Inc. of Dallas, Tex. One or
more processors 224 may be present. Processor 224 may be
an independent component, it may also be embedded 1n
another component, such as 1 1mage sensor 222, or any
combination thereof.

Memory 226 may include random access memory (RAM)
and may also include nonvolatile memory, such as read only
memory (ROM) and/or flash memory. Memory 226 may be
an independent memory component, or may be embedded 1n
another component, such as processor 224 and/or 1mage
sensor 222, or may be a combination of two, or may include
a plurality of memory components. Memory 226 may
include a detachable memory module such as a flash
memory card. Memory 226 1s adapted to include software
modules (a module 1s a set of instructions). In particular,
memory 226 can include one or more resources (e.g., a
source code, a memory, a storage space, and the like)
contaiming modules 226.1 to 226.3.

Tracking pattern module 226.1 1s configured to receive an
input including a tracking pattern embedded within image
content and 1dentily the embedded tracking pattern. In an
example operation, tracking pattern module 226.1 may
retrieve a tracking pattern from memory or from an external
source. Then, tracking pattern module 226.1 may receive an
input that includes one or more frames (e.g., one or more of
frames 213.1 to 213.3) embedded within 1mage content.
Tracking pattern module 226.1 compares the tracking pat-
tern to the one or more frames 213.1 to 213.3 to determine
whether they include the tracking pattern. If the tracking
pattern 1s 1dentified within the image content 211 then
augmented content can be rendered and displayed by device
220, as further described below.

In some embodiments, the tracking pattern can be hard-
coded, pre-downloaded or streamed to the device to enable
the tracking pattern module 226.1 to be capable of compar-
ing i1mages captured by image sensor 222 to the tracking
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4

pattern. In a preferred embodiment, the tracking pattern can
be stored 1n memory 226 for optimal read access by tracking
pattern module 226.1. In other embodiments, the tracking
pattern can be retrieved from an external source, such as an
external server. In additional embodiments, the tracking
pattern can be retrieved from an external source and stored
temporarily in memory 226. For example, a tracking pattern
associated with a specific venue can be retrieved from an
external server and stored 1n memory 226 when a user of
device 220 visits the specific venue.

In some embodiments, tracking pattern module 226.1
identifies a finite number of features of the tracking pattern
and searches the one or more frames 213.1 to 213.3 for those
finite features. In some embodiments, tracking pattern mod-
ule 226.1 1dentifies three or more features of the tracking
pattern and attempts to detect the three or more features
within the one or more frames 213.1 to 213.3. In other
embodiments, tracking pattern module 226.1 1dentifies six
or more features of the tracking pattern and queried within
the one or more frames 213.1 to 213.3. In other embodi-
ments, {ifty four tracking pattern features are identified and
queried by tracking pattern module 226.1.

In some embodiments, the number of tracking pattern
teatures to be queried by tracking pattern module 226.1 can
be based on a likelihood of percerving individual features by
device 220 at a given distance from display 110. For
example, characteristics of a specific venue may be a factor
in how many tracking pattern features are queried by track-
ing pattern module 226.1. In a non-limiting example, the
number of tracking pattern features may be based on dimen-
sions of a given venue (e.g., surlace area). An average
distance between any display 110 to any device 220 operated
by a user within the venue can be calculated.

In some embodiments, an optimized number of querned
features can be pre-determined based on this calculation
(e.g., 1n a pre-determined tracking pattern 226.0). Then,
tracking pattern module 226.1 can include instructions to
query this pre-determined number of tracking pattern fea-
tures of pre-determined tracking pattern 226.0.

In some embodiments, tracking pattern module 226.1 can
be configured, upon detecting a tracking pattern within one
or more frames 213.1 to 213.3, to transmit an instruction or
other indicator (e.g., a flag) for enabling device 220 to omiut
the one or more frames 213.1 to 213.3 from a display
presented on device 220. For example, upon detecting a
tracking pattern within one or more frames 213.1 to 213.3,
tracking pattern module 226.1 may cause device 220 to
display or maintain a previous frame instead of the one or
more {rames that include the detected tracking pattern.

Pose extractor module 226.2 can be configured to identily
a position and orientation of device 220 relative to display
110. In some embodiments, pose extractor module 226.2 can
be configured to receive an input including the tracking
pattern and one or more frames, such as frames 213.1 to
213.3. In some embodiments, pose extractor module 226.2
can be configured to identity within frames 213.1 to 213.3
a number of tracking pattern features having a pre-deter-
mined mimmum tracking pattern matching score. For
example, pose extractor module may match a point (e.g., an
area of pixels) of frame 213.3 to a potential tracking pattern
feature and search previous frames 213.1 to 213.3 for the
same potential tracking pattern feature. If, based on the
previous frames 213.1 to 213.3, the comparison 1s below
some minimal threshold, then the point can be discarded as
not including the potential tracking pattern feature.

In some embodiments, when the number of points within
one or more frames 213.1 to 213.3 are successiully matched
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to a number of tracking pattern features (e.g., a tracking
pattern stored in memory 226), the pose extractor module
processes the matched features to determine the relative
distances and patterns between them. The processed features
are compared to the tracking pattern to determine a position
and coordinate of device 220 relative to display 110.

In a non-limiting example, i a tracking pattern includes
an asymmetric pattern, such as a constellation feature, pose
extractor module 226.2 queries frames 213.1 to 213.3 for
features of the constellation. In some embodiments, a con-
stellation feature can be provided to facilitate processing of
the relative pattern. A constellation feature may include one
or more geometric shapes. For example, a perfectly uniform
tracking pattern may increase the number of potential pose
solutions, complicating processing of the tracking pattern. In
some embodiments, the constellation feature can be formed
or provided to reduce the number of possible solutions to an
optimal number of potential solutions per pose, ideally only
one. When the constellation feature i1s identified within
frames 213.1 to 213.3, pose extractor module 226.2 can
perform an operation to relate this constellation feature back
to the content. Then, pose extractor module 226.2 can
determine from the tracking pattern any additional features
that are expected proximate to the constellation feature.
After additional features within the tracking pattern are
identified, frames 213.1 to 213.3 can be queried with
increased precision to determine a match to the tracking
pattern. After a suthicient number of features, such as con-
stellation features, are detected within frames 213.1 to
213.3, pose extractor module can be configured to output
one or more ol an orientation, a position or both, relative to
display 110.

Auvgmented display module 226.3 can be configured to
output 1mage content associated with a tracking pattern
matched to one or more frames 213.1 to 213.3, by tracking,
pattern module 226.2 and pose extractor module 226.1. In
some embodiments, an element (e.g., a graphical element)
associated with a tracking pattern matched by tracking
pattern module 226.2 can be retrieved and displayed by
device 220 based on a position, orientation or both identified
by pose extractor module 226.1.

For example, upon detection of a tracking pattern aug-
mented display module 226.3 retrieves a graphical element
associated with the matched tracking pattern stored in
memory 226 (e.g., from a database). Augmented display
module 226.3 generates 1mage content combining image
content 212 (e.g., one or more frames 212.1 to 212.3) and the
associated graphical element. The graphical element can be
superimposed with image content 212 1n a display output by
device 220. Based on a position and orientation identified by
pose extractor module 226.2, the graphical element can be
overlaid having a matched position and orientation.

FIG. 2B illustrates a modulated display AR tracking
system according to some embodiments. Elements 1n FIG.
2B with the same annotations as elements 1n FIG. 1 or 2A
are described above. Referring to FIG. 2B, modulated dis-
play AR ftracking system 200 includes display 210 and
device 220 to provide image content to a user that can
include 1mage content based on an embedded tracking code.

Display 210 includes display device 212 and display
driver 216. Display device 212 can be an LCD, LED, OLED,
projector, electronic paper display, or the like. Display driver
216 can be any display drniving device or system (e.g., a
passive matrix, active matrix, or any other type) suitable for
providing a signal to a display. In some embodiments,
display device 212 can be configured to display a signal
provided by display driver 216 at a frame rate of 60 frames
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6

per second or higher, preterably 120 frames per second or
higher, or 240 frames per second or higher.

Display driver 216 1s configured to output image signal to
display device 212. In some embodiments, display driver
216 1s configured to combine two or more 1mage signals for
output to display device 212. For example, display driver
216 can combine a content signal 216.1 and a tracking
pattern signal 216.2 into a single 1mage or video feed to be
displayed on display device 212. For example, display driver
216 can be configured to provide an 1image signal to display
device 212 by embedding a tracking pattern signal 216.2
within content signal 216.1.

In some embodiments, tracking pattern signal 216.2 can
be embedded at a different frame rate than content signal
216.1. In a non-limiting example, content signal 216.1 can
be provided at 60 frames per second which, 1f not aug-
mented, 1s suitable for human cognition. However, 11 track-
ing pattern signal 216.2 were embedded at the same frame
rate, a combined signal may be undesirable. For example,
tracking pattern signal 216.2 may be perceivable or other-
wise itroduce tlicker or other unwanted effects. In some
embodiments, display driver 216 can be configured to pro-
vide the content signal 216.1 at the native frame rate (e.g.,
60 frames per second) with tracking pattern signal 216.2
embedded at a higher frame rate (e.g., 240 frames per
second) that 1s not perceivable to the human eye.
Modulated AR Tracking Method

FIG. 3 illustrates an arrangement of a modulated AR
tracking method for displaying augmented image content.
Examples can incorporate any of the embodiments disclosed
herein to include methods and systems for modulated AR
tracking to provide augmented 1mage content to a user based
on an embedded tracking pattern.

Referring to FIG. 3, at operation 303, a device receives
first image content emitted from a display. The first image
content can include primary content, e.g., content intended
to be perceptible to a user of the display, and third 1image
content that includes one or more tracking patterns. Gener-
ally, the one or more tracking patterns are intended to be
concealed from the user, for example, by embedding the
third image content within the first image content at a frame
rate not perceptible to the human eye, but sutliciently high
to permit the device to recognize the third image content
within the first image content. First image content can be
captured at a frame rate suthiciently high to allow a low ratio
of the third 1image content within the first image content (to
avold perception of the third image content to the human
cye), while permitting a device, such as a mobile device to
capture the third image content. In some embodiments,
operation 305 includes capturing first 1mage content at a
frame rate of 120 frames to 240 frames per second, or a
frame rate higher than 240 frames per second.

At operation 310, based on the first image content, second
image content including second 1image content frames (e.g.,
frames 212.1 to 212.3) can be identified and distinguished
from third 1mage content including third image content
frames (e.g., frames 213.1 to 213.3). In one non-limiting
example, at operation 310 a histogram of a plurality of
frames of first image content (e.g., 1mage content 211) can
be performed to determine frames meeting a speciiied
minimum contrast threshold. If the minimum contrast
threshold 1s satisfied, the frame may be characterized as
potentially mcluding a tracking pattern. That i1s, the frame
may be classified as a third image content frame. If the frame
1s determined not to satisfy the minimum contrast threshold,
then the frame may be classified as a second 1image content
frame.
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Alternatively, in some embodiments, operation 310 may
be combined with a tracking pattern recognition operation
described below 1n operation 315. In other embodiments,
operation 310 can be omitted.

At operation 315. the device queries the third image
content (or first image content 1f operation 310 1s omitted)
for a tracking pattern within second image content frames.
The tracking pattern to form the query may be selected from
one or more pre-determined tracking patterns. For example,
the tracking pattern may be retrieved from memory or from
an external source, such as an external server. In some
embodiments, the tracking pattern can be retrieved from an
external source and stored temporarily 1n a memory of the
device (e.g., memory 226).

Then, based on one or more frames (e.g., frames 213.1 to
213.3) of image data embedded within the first 1mage
content, a tracking pattern matching the retrieved tracking
pattern can be i1denftified. At operation 315, the tracking
pattern can be compared to the one or more frames 213.1 to
213.3 to determine whether they include the tracking pat-
tern. In some embodiments, the match can be based on
identification of a finite number of tracking pattern features
at points within one or more frames 213.1 to 213.3. The
number of features may be pre-determined based on char-
acteristics of a given venue, as described above. For
example, at operation 315, three features of a retrieved
tracking pattern may be detected within the one or more
frames 213.1 to 213.3. In other embodiments, six or more
teatures of the retrieved tracking pattern may be queried for
frames 213.1 to 213.3. In some embodiments, a mimimum of
fifty-four tracking pattern features can be provided in a
grven tracking pattern. These characteristics are provided as
non-limiting examples and this disclosure 1s not limited to
these exemplary characteristics. Based on the pre-deter-
mined number of features to be matched, a query 1nstruction
can be formed to 1dentily tracking pattern features within the
one or more frames 213.1 to 213.3.

At operation 320, a relative position of the device can be
computed based on characteristics of the matched tracking
pattern. Operation 320 can include algorithms to identity a
position and ornientation of device (e.g., 220) relative to the
display. For example, one or more features of a tracking
pattern can be compared to one or more second content
frames 213.1 to 213.3 to satisly a pre-determined minimum
tracking pattern matching score. In a non-limiting example,
operation 320 includes matching one or more points of a
frame (e.g., frame 213.3) to a potential tracking pattern
feature of the retrieved tracking pattern and searching pre-
vious frames 213.1 to 213.2 for the same potential tracking,
pattern feature. Operation 320 includes determiming
whether, based on the previous frames 213.1 to 213.2, the
comparison 1s below a required threshold and, 11 so, the one
or more points can be discarded or otherwise characterized
as not including the potential tracking pattern feature.

If a number of points within one or more frames 213.1 to
213.3 are successiully matched to a number of tracking
pattern features, an algorithm compares the relative dis-
tances and patterns of the matched features to those of the
retrieved tracking pattern. Based on this comparison, a
position and coordinate of device 220 relative to display 110
are computed. For example, i a tracking pattern feature of
a first constellation feature 1s identified within one or more
frames 213.1 to 213.3, a process can be performed to relate
the first constellation feature back to the retrieved tracking
pattern. After additional features, such as a second constel-
lation feature and a third constellation feature, within the
retrieved tracking pattern are identified frames 213.1 to
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213.3 are queried for a match of these additional features.
After a suflicient number of features, such as first to third

constellation features, are detected within frames 213.1 to
213 .3 the orientation and position of the device relative to
the display can be computed.

At operation 325, fourth image content 1s associated with
the matched tracking pattern. In some embodiments, opera-
tion 325 includes processes of retrieving fourth image
content associated with the matched tracking pattern and
rendering fourth 1image content, including changing a posi-
tion and orientation of the image content. In some embodi-
ments, fourth 1mage content can be retrieved as part of a
separate process or algorithm, and the process 1s omitted 1n
operation 325. In that case, operation 325 can include a
process or rendering fourth 1mage content. In some embodi-
ments, the fourth image content includes 1image content to be
superimposed 1 a display at the point or points where the
matched tracking pattern 1s 1dentified. For example, a track-
ing pattern may be associated with an element such as a
graphical element (e.g., one or more characters, symbols,
images, animations, video recordings, or the like). Upon
detection of a tracking pattern in operation 315 above,
operation 325 retrieves a graphical element associated with
the matched tracking pattern stored 1n memory 226 (e.g.,
from a database).

At operation 330, the fourth 1mage content can be ren-
dered and output by the device. For example, the fourth
image content can be superimposed with second image
content and output on a display of the device. As described
above, the third image content having an embedded tracking
pattern can be excluded from the display. In some embodi-
ments, an element (e.g., a graphical element) associated with
a matched tracking pattern can be retrieved and displayed by
the mobile device based on a position, orientation or both
identified at operation 320.

In some embodiments, the fourth 1image content includes
the element associated with the matched tracking pattern, 1s
combined with the second 1image content (e.g., one or more
frames 212.1 to 212.3). The graphical element can be
superimposed with image content 212 1n a display output by
device 220. The graphical element can be overlaid having a
matched position and orientation based on a position and
orientation 1dentified by pose extractor module in operation
320.

In some embodiments, additional operations can be per-
formed separately or within one of operations 305 to 330.
For example, an additional operation can be performed to
minimize jitter 1n the output of augmented display rendered
in operation 330.

EXAMPLES

Exemplary Modulated AR Tracking Systems and Methods
Implemented 1n a Venue

FIGS. 4 to 8 1llustrate example applications of modulated
display AR tracking systems and methods. Referring to FIG.
4, a user operates a device, such as a mobile device 420
(which may be an embodiment of device 120 or 220) 1n
relation to a display 410 (which can be an embodiment of
display 110).

Display 410 may be an LCD, an LED display, an OLED
display, a projector-based display, or any other display
device configured to output 1mage content 411. Image con-
tent 411 1s emitted from display 410 to mobile device 420,
the 1image content 411 including first 1mage content frames
412 and second image content frames 413. As described
above, mobile device 420 can be configured to identily a
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tracking pattern (e.g., a pre-determined tracking pattern)
within second i1mage content frames 413. The tracking
pattern can be from one or more tracking patterns stored in
a memory ol mobile device 420, retrieved from an external
source, or both. 5

Based on the matched tracking pattern and characteristics
of the second 1image content frames, a relative position and
orientation of the mobile device can be determined. For
example, a matched tracking pattern can be associated with
a specific display within a plurality of displays arranged 1 10
a venue. Mobile device 420 1s configured to perform an
algorithm that computes the position and orientation based
on the matched tracking pattern and the relative spacing and
orientation of the identified tracking pattern within second
image content frames 413. More specifically, 1 a computed 15
spacing of 1dentified tracking pattern features 1s high relative
to a reference value of the retrieved tracking pattern, the
mobile device may be determined to be positioned near
display 410 at a certain distance. If, alternatively, the com-
puted spacing 1s low relative to the reference value, the 20
mobile device may be determined to be positioned far from
display 410. If the computed spacing of certain tracking
pattern features are low and the computed spacing of other
tracking pattern features are high, then the mobile device
may be determined to be positioned laterally with respect to 25
display 410.

Mobile device 420 then performs a function to output
augmented content, 1.e., a graphical element, based on the
first image content frames 412 and 1image content associated
with the retrieved tracking pattern. In some embodiments, 30
the graphical element 1s displayed relative to the first image
content based on a tracking location where the tracking
pattern was detected. In some embodiments, the orientation
of the graphical element 1s based on the computed orienta-
tion of the mobile device relative to display 410. 35

In some embodiments, a display may include one or more
transmission devices. While display 410 1s 1llustrated emit
image content 411 that includes first image content frames
412 and second image content frames 413, the invention 1s
not limited to this arrangement. FIG. 5 1llustrates an arrange- 40
ment where a display 510 (which may be an embodiment of
display 110, 210, or 410 above) 1s coupled to a device 515.
For example, device 5135 may be an infrared (IR) transmatter.

In some embodiments, mobile device 520 (which may be an
embodiment of device 120 or 220 above) can be configured 45
to receive 1image content 512 from display 510 and IR si1gnal
513 from device 515. Based on a pattern included i IR
signal 513, mobile device 520 performs a function to pro-
vide augmented video, as described above.

FIGS. 6 A and 6B each illustrate embodiments of modu- 50
lated display AR tracking systems including displays having
characteristics, such as a geometric shape, analyzed in
operations performed by a device of the system.

Referring to FIG. 6A, the position and orientation of a
mobile device relative to the 1image content can be based on 55
a characteristic (e.g., a shape) of the 1image content retrieved
from the display. In FIG. 6 A, 1image content of display 610A
(which may be an embodiment of display 110, 210, 410, or
510 above) 1s emitted 1n a triangular geometric form. In
capturing and processing the 1image content, mobile device 60
620 can determine, for example, what display from a plu-
rality of displays, 1s being captured. In FIG. 6B, image
content of display 610B (which may be an embodiment of
display 110, 210, 410, or 510 above) 1s emitted 1 a
rectangular geometric form having curvature. 65

In capturing and processing the image content, mobile
device 620 can determine, for example, which display from
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a plurality of displays (e.g., display 610A or 610B), 1s being
captured. Also, based on distortions 1n tracking pattern
features 1dentified from the captured 1image content relative
to tracking pattern features expected from a retrieved track-
ing pattern, a relative position and orientation of the mobile
device 620 to the given display (e.g., display 610A or 610B)
can be determined.

In a non-limiting example, FIG. 7 illustrates a modulated
display AR tracking system implemented 1n a venue. Refer-
ring to FIG. 7, a domed (e.g., spherical or hemispherical)
venue 701 includes a plurality of displays 710 (which may
be an embodiment of display 110, 210, 410, 510, or 610
above). In some embodiments, a tracking pattern can be
provided an external device, such as an IR transmitter
(which can be an embodiment of device 515 described
above). In other embodiments, a tracking pattern can be
simultaneously provided by all displays 710. For example,
displays 710 can be frame-locked with respect to the track-
ing pattern, where many simultaneous displays are captured
in the video feed.

A user operating a mobile device 720 (which can be an
embodiment of mobile device 120, 220, 420, 520, or 620) 1s
enabled to view augmented image content based on first
image content 712, which can be arbitrary video content,
and second 1image content 713, which can be 1mage content
including one or more tracking patterns. Mobile device 720
1s configured to relate content captured by an 1image sensor
disposed 1n the mobile device (e.g., 1image sensor 222) to
content associated with the captured content. In the context
of a hemispherical venue, such as venue 701, the mobile
device can be configured to expect patterns emitted from
display 710 to be distorted in certain ways as a result of the
venue curvature. The expected distortion provides cues
enabling tracking patterns to be identified with a higher
degree of accuracy than in a venue having no content
distortions.

By mmplementing pose extraction with a high degree of
accuracy, data based on a three dimensional model of venue
701 can be processed to i1dentily an exact or substantially
exact position of the mobile device 720 within the venue
701. Based on this position and orientation, augmented
display can be provided on mobile device 720 to a user. For
example, if venue 701 1s Radio City Music Hall in New
York, N.Y., image content including a graphical element can
be retrieved and overlaid on an augmented display to
include, for example, a virtual Rockette greeting the mobile
device user. Alternatively, a graphical element may include
a graphical object that the mobile device user can touch or
input to and open a hyperlink to retrieve additional infor-
mation about Radio City Music Hall.

In another example, FIG. 8 illustrates an embodiment of
FIG. 7 with two unique mobile device users. Referring to
FIG. 8, two unique users may operate mobile devices 720
and 820 (which can be an embodiment of mobile device 120,
220, 420, 520, or 620), respectively. Mobile device 720 can
be configured and onented, as described above, to receive
video content from displays 710 and 810. The user operating
mobile device 720 1s enabled to view augmented image
content based on the image content emitted by display 710,
based on a computed position and orientation enhanced
based on 1mage content distortions expected within the
(hemispherical) venue 701. Mobile device 840 can be con-
figured and oriented similarly, but to receive video content
from displays 710 and 810 (which may be an embodiment
of display 110, 210, 410, 510, or 610 above). The augmented
display rendered on mobile device 820 can be distinct from
that rendered on mobile device 720, based on different
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tracking patterns emitted by displays 710 and 810, respec-
tively, and based on the computed position and orientation
of the mobile devices relative to the respective displays. In
some embodiments, the mobile devices 720 and 840 can
track a combined, frame-locked signal over the whole sur-
tace of displays 710 and 810.

Furthermore, each mobile device (e.g., mobile devices
720 and 820) can be associated with a virtual avatar appear-
ing, for example, 1n real time. Specifically, mobile device
720 can be configured to associate a graphical element to a
user of mobile device 820, and vice versa. More specifically,
a modulated display AR tracking system can be imple-
mented to provide second 1mage content (e.g., 713 and 813)
that includes a tracking code associated with the mobile
devices. For example, mobile device 720 1s configured to
receive second video content 713 that can include a tracking
pattern associated with mobile device 820. Then, based on
the system and methods described above, a graphical ele-
ment representative of mobile device 820 and a user of the
mobile device can be superimposed on 1mage content dis-
played by mobile device 720. Likewise, mobile device 820
1s configured to receive second video content 813 that can
include a tracking pattern associated with mobile device 720
and display the graphical element superimposed on image
content displayed by mobile device 820. In a non-limiting
example, an augmented display of each mobile device 720
and 820 may include a virtual spaceship having each user’s
avatar and an interactive game where each user 1s enabled to
perform operate the mobile device to shoot at an asteroid or
other virtual object.

A system 1includes a display and a device configured to
transmit first image content, the image content including a
first image content frame and a second 1mage content frame.
The device includes an 1mage sensor, a processor and a
memory. The device 1s configured to 1dentily the first image
content frame and the second image content frame by
distinguishing at least one feature of the first image content
frame, recognize at least one tracking pattern embedded of
the second 1image content frame, retrieve a graphical element
based on the at least one tracking pattern of the second
image content frame; and display augmented image content
including the first image content frame and the graphical
clement. In some embodiments, the at least one tracking
pattern includes one or more geometric shapes. In some
embodiments, the augmented image content does not
include the second image content frame. The device is
configured to recognize at least one pre-determined tracking
pattern in the second 1mage content frame. In some embodi-
ments, the device 1s configured to recognize the at least one
pre-determined tracking pattern by reading the pre-deter-
mined tracking pattern from the memory and comparing the
pre-determined tracking pattern to the second 1image content
frame to determine i1f the second image content frame
includes the pre-determined tracking pattern. In some
embodiments, the display 1s configured to transmit the
second 1mage content frame within the 1mage content at a
frame rate not perceptible to the human eye. In some
embodiments, the display 1s configured to transmit the
second 1mage content frame within the image content at or
greater than a frame rate of 240 frames per second. The
memory includes a pose extractor module having a function
to determine from the second video frame a position of the
device relative to the first display device.

A method includes receiving, by a user device, first image
content from a video display, the first image content includ-
ing first 1mage content frames, wherein the first image
content frames 1nclude one or more second 1mage content
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frames and one or more third 1image content frames. The
method further includes identifying, by the user device and
based on the first image content frames, second i1mage
content including the second content video frames and third
image content including the third image content frames. The
method also includes mputting, by the user device, the first
image content frames to a pose extractor module of the user
device. Additionally, the method includes recogmzing, by
the pose extractor module of the user device, at least one
tracking pattern embedded 1n the second image content
frames. The method includes retrieving, by the user device,
fourth 1mage content based on the at least one tracking
pattern in the second 1image content frames. The method also
includes displaying, by the user device, the second 1mage
content and the fourth image content. In some embodiments,
the third 1mage content 1s not displayed by the user device.
The recognmizing the at least one tracking pattern in the
second 1mage content frames can include recognizing at
least one pre-determined tracking pattern in the second
image content frames. The recognizing the at least one
pre-determined tracking pattern in the second 1image content
frames can 1include retrieving a pre-determined tracking
pattern from a memory; and comparing the pre-determined
tracking pattern to one or more frames of the second 1mage
content frames to determine 1f the second image content
frames includes the pre-determined tracking pattern. The
first 1image content frame can include the second image
content frames that are transmitted by the video display at
frame rate not perceptible to the human eye. In some
embodiments, the second image content frames are trans-
mitted by the video display at or above 60 to 120 frames per
second. In other embodiments, the second 1mage content
frames are transmitted by the video display at or above 60
to 240 frames per second. In other embodiments, the second
image content frames are transmitted by the video display at
or above 240 frames per second.

A mobile device includes an 1image sensor, a processor;
and at least one memory operable to store a plurality of
instructions that, when executed by the processor performs
operations. The operations include receiving first 1image
content, the first video including first image content frames,
identifving second image content based on the first image
content frames including second content video frames and
third 1mage content including third 1image content frames,
recognizing at least one tracking pattern embedded in the
second 1mage content frames, retrieving fourth image con-
tent based on the at least one tracking pattern in the second
image content frames, and displaying the second image
content and the fourth image content. In some embodiments,
the third 1mage content 1s not displayed by the user device.
The recognmizing the at least one tracking pattern in the
second 1mage content frames can include recognizing at
least one pre-determined tracking pattern in the second
image content frames. In some embodiments, the recogniz-
ing the at least one pre-determined tracking pattern in the
second 1mage content frames includes retrieving a pre-
determined tracking pattern from a memory; and comparing
the pre-determined tracking pattern to one or more frames of
the second 1mage content frames to determine 11 the second
image content frames includes the pre-determined tracking
pattern. In some embodiments, the mobile device 1s config-
ured to receive the first image content at a frame rate at or
above 240 frames per second. In some embodiments, the
fourth image content includes one or more graphical objects,
and the displaying the second image content and the fourth
image content includes displaying the one or more graphical
objects superimposed on the second 1image content.
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It 1s to be appreciated that the Detailed Description
section, and not the Summary and Abstract sections, 1s
intended to be used to interpret the claims. The Summary
and Abstract sections may set forth one or more but not all
exemplary embodiments of the present invention as con-
templated by the mventor(s), and thus, are not itended to
limit the present invention and the appended claims 1n any
way.
The present invention has been described above with the
aid of functional building blocks illustrating the implemen-
tation of specified functions and relationships thereof. The
boundaries of these functional building blocks have been
arbitrarily defined herein for the convemience of the descrip-
tion. Alternate boundaries can be defined so long as the
specified functions and relationships thereot are appropri-
ately performed.
The foregoing description of the specific embodiments
will so fully reveal the general nature of the invention that
others can, by applying knowledge within the skill of the art,
readily modily and/or adapt for various applications such
specific embodiments, without undue experimentation,
without departing from the general concept of the present
invention. Therefore, such adaptations and modifications are
intended to be within the meaning and range of equivalents
of the disclosed embodiments, based on the teaching and
guidance presented herein. It 1s to be understood that the
phraseology or terminology herein 1s for the purpose of
description and not of limitation, such that the terminology
or phraseology of the present specification 1s to be inter-
preted by the skilled artisan in light of the teachings and
guidance.
The breadth and scope of the present invention should not
be limited by any of the above-described exemplary embodi-
ments, but should be defined only in accordance with the
following claims and their equivalents.
What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A system, comprising:
a display configured to display first image content, the
first 1mage content including a first 1mage content
frame and a second 1mage content frame, the first image
content frame being displayed at a first frame rate that
1s perceivable to a human eye and the second 1mage
content frame being displayed at a second frame rate
that 1s not perceivable to the human eye; and
a device configured to:
analyze the second 1image content frame as the second
image content frame 1s being displayed by the dis-
play to identify at least one tracking pattern embed-
ded in the second 1mage content frame and a relative
position of the at least one tracking pattern relative to
the device or a relative orientation of the at least one
tracking pattern relative to the device,

retrieve second 1mage content based on the at least one
tracking pattern and the relative position or the
relative orientation, and

display the second image content.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one tracking,
pattern includes one or more geometric shapes.

3. The system of claam 1, wherein the second image
content does not include the second image content frame.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one tracking
pattern comprises at least one pre-determined tracking pat-
tern.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the device i1s further
configured to:

retrieve the at least one pre-determined tracking pattern;
and
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compare the second 1mage content frame to the at least
one pre-determined tracking pattern to identify the at
least one tracking pattern.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the device 1s further
configured to:

identily at least one distortion in the at least one tracking

pattern relative to the at least one pre-determined
tracking pattern; and

identily the relative position or the relative orientation

based upon the at least one distortion.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the at least one
distortion results from a curvature of a venue.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the display 1s config-
ured to display the second image content frame within the
first 1mage content, and

wherein the display 1s configured to display the second

image content frame at or greater than a frame rate of
60 frames per second.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the device is further
configured to determine the relative position or the relative
orientation from the second 1mage content frame.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one
tracking pattern 1s associated with a graphical element, and

wherein the device 1s configured to:

identily a position or an orientation of the graphical
clement content to be superimposed within the first
1image content based upon the relative position or the
relative orientation;

overlay the graphical element onto the first image
content based upon the position or the orientation of
the graphical element content; and

display the first image content.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein the device 1s further
configured to:

analyze the second 1image content frame 1n response to the

device being at a first location;

analyze the second image content frame to identify a

second relative position of the at least one tracking
pattern relative to the device or a second relative
orientation of the at least one tracking pattern relative
to the device 1n response to the device being at a second
location;

retrieve third image content based on the at least one

tracking pattern and the second relative position or the

second relative orientation; and

display the third 1mage content.

12. The system of claim 1, wherein the display and the
device are from among a plurality of displays and a plurality
of devices, respectively, and

wherein the system further comprises:

a second display from among the plurality of displays
configured to display third image content, the third
image content including a third 1image content frame
and a fourth image content frame, the third image
content frame being displayed at the first frame rate
and the fourth 1mage content frame being displayed
at the second frame rate; and

a second device from among the plurality of devices
configured to:
analyze the fourth image content frame as the fourth

image content frame 1s being displayed by the
second display to identily at least one second
tracking pattern embedded in the fourth image
content frame and a second relative position of the
at least one second tracking pattern relative to the
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second device or a second relative orientation of
the at least one second tracking pattern relative to
the second device,
retrieve fourth image content, different from the
second 1mage content, based on the at least one
second tracking pattern and the second relative
position or the second relative orientation, and
display the fourth image content.
13. The system of claim 1, wherein the device 1s further
configured to compare the relative position or the relative
orientation to a model of a venue to 1dentily a position of the
device within the venue.
14. A method, comprising:
receiving, by a user device, first image content from a
video display, the first image content comprising a first
image content frame and a second 1mage content frame,
the first image content frame being displayed at a first
frame rate that 1s perceivable to a human eye and the
second 1mage content frame being displayed at a sec-
ond frame rate that 1s not perceivable to the human eye;

analyzing, by the user device, the second 1mage content
frame as the second image content frame 1s being
displayed to 1dentity at least one tracking pattern
embedded 1n the second image content frame and a
relative position of the at least one tracking pattern
relative to the user device or a relative orientation of the
at least one tracking pattern relative to the user device;

retrieving, by the user device, second 1mage content based
on the at least one tracking pattern in the second 1image
content and the relative position or the relative orien-
tation; and

displaying, by the user device, the second 1image content.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the second content
frame 1s not displayed by the user device.

16. The method of claim 14, wherein the analyzing
comprises analyzing the second image content frame to
identify at least one pre-determined tracking pattern in the
second 1mage content frame.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the analyzing further
COmMprises:

retrieving the at least one pre-determined tracking pattern

from a memory; and

comparing the second 1mage content frame to the at least

one pre-determined tracking pattern to i1dentify the at
least one pre-determined tracking pattern embedded 1n
the second 1mage content frame.

18. The method of claim 14, wherein the receiving
COmMprises:

receiving the second 1mage content frame at or above 60

frames per second.

19. A mobile device, comprising:

an 1mage sensor configured to receive {irst image content,

the first image content comprising a first image content
frame and a second 1mage content frame, the first image
content frame being displayed at a first frame rate that
1s perceivable to a human eye and the second 1mage
content frame being displayed at a second frame rate
that 1s not perceivable to the human eye;

a processor; and

at least one memory configured to store a plurality of

instructions that, when executed by the processor,

cause the processor to perform operations, the opera-

tions comprising:

analyzing a second 1mage content {frame as the second
image content frame 1s being displayed to 1dentily at
least one tracking pattern embedded 1n the second
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image content frame and a relative position of the at
least one tracking pattern relative to the mobile
device or a relative orientation of the at least one
tracking pattern relative to the mobile device;

retrieving second 1mage content based on the at least
one tracking pattern in the second image content
frame and the relative position or the relative orien-
tation; and

displaying the second 1mage content.

20. The mobile device of claim 19, wherein the displaying
the second image content does not include displaying the
second 1mage content frame.

21. The mobile device of claim 19, wherein the analyzing
COmMprises:

analyzing the second 1mage content frame to i1dentify at
least one pre-determined tracking pattern 1n the second
image content frame.

22. The mobile device of claim 21, wherein the analyzing

further comprises:
retrieving the at least one pre-determined tracking pattern;
and
comparing the second image content frame to the at least
one pre-determined tracking pattern to identily the at
least one pre-determined tracking pattern embedded 1n
the second 1mage content frame.
23. The mobile device of claim 19, wherein the image
sensor 1s configured to recerve the second image content
frame within the first image content at a greater frame rate
than the first 1mage content frame within the first 1image
content, and
wherein the greater frame rate comprises a frame rate at
or above 60 frames per second.
24. The mobile device of claim 19, wherein displaying the
second 1mage content comprises displaying one or more
graphical objects superimposed on the second image con-
tent.
25. A system, comprising:
a server configured to provide first 1mage content to a
display, the first image content including a first image
content frame and a second 1image content frame,
wherein the display 1s configured to display the first image
content, wherein the first image content frame 1s dis-
played at a first frame rate that 1s perceivable to a
human eye and the second image content frame 1is
displayed at a second frame rate that 1s not perceivable
to the human eye; and
a device configured to:
analyze the second 1image content frame as the second
image content frame 1s being displayed by the dis-
play to identify at least one tracking pattern embed-
ded in the second 1mage content frame and a relative
position of the embedded tracking pattern relative to
the device or a relative orientation of the embedded
tracking pattern relative to the device, and

communicate the at least one tracking pattern and the
relative position or the relative orientation to the
Server,

wherein the server 1s further configured to:

retrieve second 1mage content based on the at least one
tracking pattern in the second 1mage content frame
and the relative position or the relative orientation to
the device, and

provide the second image content to the device for
display.
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