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ROLLER ASSEMBLY FOR USE WHEN
DRAWING A CABLE THROUGH A CABLE
TRAY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to means and methods by
which a cable 1s routed along a cable tray and relates, more
particularly, to apparatus having surfaces which are acted
against as a cable 1s drawn through a cable tray.

Cable tray systems are capable of supporting insulated
clectrical cables, or wires, throughout a building and can
often provide an acceptable alternative to cable-supporting
schemes which mmvolve open wiring or electrical conduit
systems. In this regard and when 1t 1s desirable to change the
cable, or wiring, system within a building, new cables can be
drawn 1nto place along a cable tray during installation, rather
than having to be pulled through a conduit or pipe.

The class of tray systems with which this ivention 1s
concerned 1includes those of a ladder-style construction
having a plurality of spaced-apart transverse rungs, or struts,
upon which a cable i1s adapted to lie when installed. There
are known to exist cable-engaging rollers for reducing the
amount of friction generated as a cable 1s pulled, or drawn,
into place along the length of the tray. Examples of such
cable-engaging rollers are shown and described 1n U.S. Pat.
Nos. 2,103,811, 3,426,988, 3,602,467 and 3,770,233.

It 1s an object of the present invention to provide a new
and 1mproved roller assembly which provides cable-engag-
ing surfaces positionable within a cable tray of the afore-
described class to facilitate the drawing of a cable along the
length of the tray.

Another object of the present invention is to provide such
a roller assembly which utilizes an improved scheme for
securing the roller assembly to a cable tray.

Still another object of the present invention 1s to provide
such a roller assembly whose construction enables the
assembly to be readily attached to or detached from a cable
tray.

Yet still another object of the present invention 1s to
provide such a roller assembly whose construction 1s well-
suited for use along a straight section of, along a curve or at
a corner of, or along a change 1n elevation of the cable tray.

A turther object of the present invention 1s to provide such
a roller assembly whose construction accommodates the
stacking of roller assemblies of like construction to form a
resulting apparatus which provides, for example, a multi-
sided passageway through which a cable can be drawn.

One more object of the present invention 1s to provide
such a roller assembly which 1s uncomplicated 1n structure,
yet eflective 1n operation.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention resides 1n a roller assembly for facilitating
the drawing of a cable along a cable tray having at least one
transversely-extending strut having a longitudinal axis.

The roller assembly includes a roller having a peripheral
surface which 1s capable of being engaged by a cable drawn
across the roller and further includes an elongated attach-
ment portion having a longitudinal axis and a cross-sectional
shape which i1s substantially U-shaped 1n form having a pair
of substantially parallel legs and a base which extends
between the two legs. Furthermore, the attachment portion 1s
positionable about a transversely-extending strut of the cable
tray by directing the opening of the U of the cross-sectional
shape of the attachment portion over the strut. The assembly
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2

also includes means for attaching the roller to the attachment
portion to permit the roller to rotate with respect to the
attachment portion, and a fastener 1s provided for binding at
least one leg of the attachment portion to the elongated strut
when the strut 1s accepted by the U of the cross-sectional
shape of the attachment portion to thereby secure the attach-
ment portion to the transversely-extending strut.

In a particular embodiment of the roller assembly, the
attachment portion has two opposite ends and the roller 1s a
first roller which 1s adapted to rotate about a first rotational
axis, and the roller assembly further includes a bracket
which 1s mounted upon the attachment portion adjacent one
of 1ts two opposite ends and a second roller having a
peripheral surface which 1s capable of being engaged by a
cable drawn across the second roller and which 1s rotatably
mounted upon the bracket for rotation with respect thereto
about a second rotational axis. The bracket 1s attached to the
attachment portion so that the rotation axis of the second
roller 1s arranged 1n a substantially normal relationship to the
first rotation axis so that the peripheral surfaces of the first
and second rollers collectively provide two sides of a
multi-sided cable-accepting passageway through which a
cable can be drawn.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of an embodiment of a roller
assembly within which features of the present invention are
incorporated and a fragment of a cable tray upon which the
roller assembly 1s secured.

FIG. 2 1s a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the FIG.
1 roller assembly.

FIG. 3 1s a side view of the FIG. 1 roller assembly as
viewed along lines 3-3 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 15 a perspective view of an alternative embodiment
of a roller assembly within which features of the present
invention are incorporated, shown exploded.

FIG. § 1s a perspective view of another embodiment of a
roller assembly within which features of the present inven-
tion are incorporated and a fragment of a curved cable tray
upon which this roller assembly embodiment 1s secured.

FIG. 6 15 a perspective view of the FIG. 5 roller assembly,
shown exploded.

FIG. 7 1s a frontal view of still another embodiment of a
roller assembly within which features of the present inven-
tion are incorporated, shown exploded.

FIG. 7a 1s a cross-sectional view of a fragment of the
roller assembly of FIG. 7 taken along line 7a-7a of FIG. 7.

FIG. 7b 1s a cross-sectional view of a fragment of the
roller assembly of FIG. 7 taken along line 756-7b of FIG. 7.

FIG. 8 1s a perspective view of yet another embodiment
of a roller assembly within which features of the present
invention are incorporated, shown exploded.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN
ILLUSTRATIVE EMBODIMENT

Turning now to the drawings 1in greater detail and con-
sidering first FIG. 1, there 1s illustrated an embodiment,
generally indicated 20, of a roller assembly within which
features of the present mvention are embodied and shown
secured to a cable tray 22 which 1s adapted to support an
clectrical cable, such as a cable 28, routed throughout a
building. The roller assembly 20 includes a roller 24 (e.g. at
least one roller) having a peripheral surface 26 along which
a cable, such as the cable 28, can be routed during the pulling
or drawing of the cable 28 along the length of the tray 22 (for
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example, 1n the direction indicated by the arrow 18) during
a cable-installation process. In this connection and during a
cable-installation process, the cable 28 1s routed across the
peripheral surface 26 of the roller 24 so that when pulled
thereacross, the roller 24 reduces the drag which must be
overcome when the cable 28 1s drawn along the length of the
tray 22. Since the cable trays installed within some buildings
are relatively long, any reduction 1n the amount of drag
which opposes the pulling of a cable along a tray can be
desirable.

The cable tray 22 of FIGS. 1 and 2 1s exemplary of a class
of cable trays with which the roller assembly 20 1s securable
for routing of the cable 28 along the length of the tray 22.
More specifically, the tray 22 includes a pair of side rails 30,
32 which are arranged 1n a substantially parallel relationship
with one another and extend along the length of the tray 22
and also includes a plurality of bars, or struts 34, which
extend substantially transversely across the tray 22 and are
arranged 1n spaced relationship with one another so that
when assembled, the tray 22 resembles a ladder wherein the
struts 34 provide the rungs of the ladder. Fach strut 34 can
be athixed at each end to the rails 30, 32 by any of a number
of schemes, such as with welds or J-bolts, and 1s commonly
provided with a series of through-openings 30 disposed
therealong. In addition, the tray 22 can have any number of
straight sections, curved sections or changes in elevation
(1.e. vertically-disposed sections or sections which are
sloped with respect to the horizontal) along the length
thereof.

It will be understood, however, that the construction of the
struts 34 of the tray 22 is not limited to any particular style.
For example, one commonly-used framing system which 1s
available from Alkore International, Inc. Of Harvey, Ill.
under the trade designation UNISTRUT includes a channel
of substantially U-shaped cross section which 1s well-suited
for use as a strut 34 of the tray 22. In addition, the assignee
of the present invention oflers a product which 1s suitable for
use as a strut 34 capable of being secured, as with J-bolts, to
the side rails 30, 32 of the tray 22 and whose side openings
are disposed therealong so as to be capable of being aligned
with preformed openings provided in the sides of an attach-
ment portion (described herein) associated with the roller
assembly 20. Accordingly, the strut 34 of the exemplary tray
22 can possess any of a number of construction styles.

With reference to FIGS. 1-3, the roller 24 of the depicted
roller assembly 20 includes a body 40 having a central bore
42 within which an internal bearing 44 1s secured to facilitate
the rotation of the roller 24 about a rotational axis 46. In
addition and when viewed 1n the longitudinal cross-sectional
view ol FIG. 2, the peripheral surface 26 of the roller 24 1s
substantially U-shaped so that the peripheral surface 26 1s
closest to the rotational axis 46 at locations disposed about
midway between 1ts ends. As a cable 28 1s drawn across, for
example, the upper surface of, the roller 24, the U-shaped
cross section of the peripheral surface 26 provides a guide-
way within with a cable 28 normally remains centered
between the opposite ends of the roller 24. The body 40 of
the depicted roller 24 can be constructed of any of a number
of materials, such as hard plastic.

The roller assembly 20 also includes an elongated chan-
nel, or attachment, portion 60 having a longitudinal axis 62
and a cross sectional shape (best shown 1n FIG. 3) which 1s
substantially U-shaped in form. The U-shaped cross section
of the attachment portion 60 includes a pair of substantially
parallel legs 64, 66 and a base 68 which extends between the
two legs 64, 66. For purposes of securement of the assembly
24 to a strut 34, each leg 64, 66 of the attachment portion 60
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includes a plurality of (1.e. two) sets of through-openings 70,
72, 74 adapted to accept the shanks of fasteners directed
therethough. In addition, the attachment portion 60 1s posi-
tionable about the transversely-extending strut 34 of the
cable tray 22 by directing the opening of the U of the
cross-sectional shape of the attachment portion 60 down-
wardly, as viewed 1n FIG. 3, over the strut 34 so that the strut
34 1s accepted by the U of the cross-sectional shape of the
attachment portion 60. Thus, the cross-sectional shape of the
attachment portion 60 enables the roller assembly 20 to be
readily dropped into place over a strut 34 of the cable tray
22.

The roller 24 1s mounted upon the attachment portion 60
by way of a pair of post members 100, 102 each having two
opposite ends 104, 106 (1.e. upper and lower ends, respec-
tively, as viewed in FIGS. 1-3) and wherein each post
member 100 or 102 1s aflixed (e.g. welded) at one end 106
to the base 68 of the attachment portion 60 so that the
opposite end 106 extends from the surface of the base 68 1n
a direction opposite the direction 1 which the legs 64, 66
extend. In addition, each post member 100 or 102 1ncludes
a substantially centrally-disposed through-opening 108
which 1s aligned with the through-opening 108 of the other
post member 102 or 100, and the assembly 20 further
includes a threaded bolt 110 (FIG. 2) which 1s adapted to be
secured through both the aligned through-openings 108 and
the central bore 42 of the body 40 of the roller 24 to rotatably
mount the roller 24 upon the attachment portion 60. In other
words, by positioning the body 40 of the roller 24 between
the post members 100, 102 so that the bore 42 of the roller
body 40 1s aligned with the through-openings 108 of the post
members 100, 102, and then directing the bolt 110 shank
end-first through the aligned central bore 42 and the

through-openings 108, the roller 24 is iree to rotate about the
shank of the bolt 110 by way of the internal bearing 44. A

nut 112 (FIG. 2) can be threadably positioned about the end
of the bolt 110 opposite the head thereof to secure the roller
24 between the post members 100, 102.

For securement of the roller assembly 20 1n place about
the strut 34, any of a number of styles of fasteners, generally
indicated 80 1n FIG. 1, can be used. For example and 1n the
event that one of a set of through-openings 70, 72 or 74 are
aligned with corresponding through-opening 50 provided
along the length of the strut 34, the fasteners 80 can take the
form of a headed bolt 88 having a shank which can be
inserted shank end-first through the aligned through-open-
ings provided 1n both the attachment portion 60 and the strut
34 and secured therethrough with a nut 90 so that the
attachment portion 60 1s pinned to the strut 34 by way of the
shank of the bolt 88. Similarly and 1n the event that one of
a set of through-openings 70, 72 or 74 1s disposed beneath
the lowermost (as viewed 1n FIGS. 1-3) edges of the strut 34,
the shank of a headed bolt 88 can be 1nserted through the set
of through-openings 70, 72 or 74 and secured therethrough
by way of the nut 90 so that the strut 34 1s captured between
the (underside of) the base 68 of the attachment portion 60
and the shank of the bolt 88.

In the alternative and if any of the through-openings 70,
72 or 74 1s imnternally-threaded and 1s backed by an exposed
surface of the strut 34 (e.g. an outer surface of the leg 64 or
66 of the connector portion 60), a headed bolt 92 (FIG. 3)
can be threaded within the internally-threaded through-
opening 70, 72 or 74 and tightened against the exposed strut
surface so that the headed bolt 92 acts as a set screw for
securing the attachment portion 60 to the strut 34. A similar
purpose can be served by providing a preformed opening in
one leg 64 or 66 of the connector portion 60 and then
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securing (as with a weld) an internally-threaded nut (not
shown) to the one leg 64 or 66 about the preformed opening.
In this instance, the internal threads of the secured nut are
thereby 1n condition for threadably accepting the shank of a
headed bolt which, when threadably accepted by the secured
nut and thereatfter tightened against a surface of the strut 34,
acts as a set screw for securing the attachment portion 60 to
the strut 34.

It follows from the foregoing that the channel-shaped
attachment portion 60 provides a convenient means by
which the roller assembly 20 can readily be positioned in
place upon the strut 34 and secured thereto with the fasteners
80. By comparison, the roller assembly 20 can be readily
removed from the strut 34 by removing the fasteners 80 from
the aligned sets of through-openings 70, 72 or 74 and simply
lifting the attachment portion 60 from the strut 34.

With reference to FIG. 4 and 1f 1t 1s desired to construct
a roller assembly, generally indicated 114 i FI1G. 4, which
includes a plurality of rollers 24, 24" arranged 1n a stacked
relationship with one another, another pair of post members
120, 122 having a plurality of bolt-accepting through-open-
ings 124, 126 can be secured to the roller assembly 20 by
way of the bolt 110 (and nut 114), and another roller 24" of
identical construction to that of the atoredescribed roller 24
can be secured to the post members 120, 122 by way of a
bolt 128 (and nut 130). In other words, by removing the bolt
110 from the roller assembly 20, positioning each of the
additional post members 120, 122 against the post members
100, 102 so that the through-openings 124 of the additional
post members 120, 122 are aligned with the through-open-
ings 108 and the bore 42 (FIG. 2) of the roller body 40 and
so that the opposite ends (1.e. the upper ends as viewed 1n
FIG. 4) of the additional post members 120, 122 extend
upwardly from the post members 100, 102, and then re-
securing the bolt 110 1n place through the through-openings
124, 108 and bore 42, the additional post members 120, 122
are thereby secured to the post members 100, 102.

The additional roller 24' can then be positioned between
the upwardly-extending (as viewed in FIG. 4) ends of the
post members 120, 122 so that the central bore 42' thereof
1s aligned with the through-openings 126 of the post mem-
bers 120, 122. At that point, the bolt 128 can be iserted
shank end-first through the aligned through-openings 126
and the bore 42' of the roller 24", and the nut 130 can be
threadably positioned upon the shank end of the bolt 128 to
thereby rotatably secure the roller 24' in a superposed
relationship with the roller 24. The resulting stacked rela-
tionship of rollers 24, 24' provides a substantially enclosed
passageway, indicated 132 in FIG. 4, between the peripheral
surfaces 26, 26 of the rollers 24, 24' through which a cable
28 can be drawn and i1s thus well-suited for use along a
section of a cable tray immediately preceding or following
a change 1n elevation of the cable tray provided, for
example, by a vertical or sloped section of the tray. In
addition, the stacked arrangement of rollers 24, 24' provided
by this roller assembly 114 could also be advantageously
used 1n an application 1n which one cable 1s desired to be
pulled or drawn across the peripheral surface 26 of one roller
24 while another cable 1s desired to be pulled or drawn
across the peripheral surface 26 of the other roller 24'.

It 15 also a feature of the roller assembly 114 of FIG. 4 that
its sets of post members 100, 102 and 120, 122 are adapted
to cooperatively iterlock with one another at the opposite
ends of the rollers 24, 24' to prevent movement of the post
members 100, 120 and 102, 122 relative to one another. To
this end, each post member 100, 102, 120 or 122 has a

cross-sectional shape which resembles a U-shaped channel,
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and the opening of the U of the U-shaped channel of each
post member 1s adapted to closely accept the U-shaped
channel of a corresponding post member. In particular, by
positioning the post member 120 along the length of the post
member 100 so that the U-shaped channels thereof are
arranged 1n a nested relationship (1.e. at which the U-shaped
channel of one post member 120 1s closely accepted by the
U-shaped channel of the other post member 100), the post
members 100, 120 are prevented from moving (or rotating)
relative to one another upon securement of the bolt 110
through aligned opemings thereof. Similarly, by positioning
the post member 122 along the length of the post member
102 so that the U-shaped channels thereof are arranged 1n a
nested relationship, the post members 102, 122 are pre-
vented from moving (or rotating) relative to one another
upon securement of the bolt 110 through aligned openings
thereof.

With reference to FIGS. 5 and 6, there 1s depicted another
embodiment, generally indicated 140, of a roller assembly
within which features of the mvention are embodied and a
cable tray 142 or, more specifically, a cable tray strut 34, to
which the roller assembly 140 1s securable. Briefly, the roller
assembly 140 includes a first arrangement 144 of rollers
which are rotatably mounted upon a first attachment portion
146 wherein the roller arrangement 144 includes at least one
roller 148 which 1s rotatably mounted upon the attachment
portion 146 for rotation about a rotation axis 150 which 1s
disposed substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the
strut 34. Meanwhile, the roller assembly 140 includes a
second arrangement 1435 of rollers including at least one
roller 152 which 1s rotatably attached to a second attachment
portion 147 for rotation about a rotation axis (e.g. an axis
154) which 1s disposed substantially normal to the longitu-
dinal axis of the strut 34. Consequently, the rotational axis
150 of the first arrangement 144 of rollers And that of the at
least one roller 152 are substantially normal to one another.
As will be apparent herein, the first and second roller
arrangements 144, 145 are well-suited for use along the
length of the cable tray 142 at which a corner, or turn, 1n the
tray 142 1s present.

Within the depicted embodiment 140, the first attachment
portion 146 1s channel-shaped 1n form (like that of the
attachment portion 60 of the roller assembly 20 of FIGS.
1-3) so as to provide the attachment portion 146 with a
substantially U-shaped cross section having a pair of legs
158, 160 arranged 1n a substantially parallel relationship
with one another and a base 162 which extends between the
legs 158, 160. Furthermore and as i1s the case with the
attachment portion 60 of the roller assembly 20 of FIGS.
1-3, each leg 158 or 160 of the first attachment portion 142
of the roller assembly 140 defines a plurality of (e.g. two)
sets of through-openings 82, 84, 86 which can be used with
fasteners 80 (e.g. fasteners 88 or 72 of FIG. 5) for securing
the roller assembly 140 upon the strut 34.

Meanwhile, the first arrangement 144 of rollers includes
a pair of rollers 148, 148' which are arranged 1n an end-to-
end relationship upon the base 162 of the first attachment
portion 146 and are rotatably mounted thereupon by way of
an arrangement ol mounting brackets 167, 171 and 175 (best
shown 1n FIG. 6) and a lengthy pin, or headed bolt 156. Each
roller 148 or 148' includes a body 157 having a central bore
159 or 159", respectively, an internal bearing 161 mounted
within the central bore 159, and an outer (e.g. cylindrically-
shaped) peripheral surface 163. As will be apparent herein,
the peripheral surfaces 163 of the rollers 148, 148' collec-
tively provide a relatively lengthy surface along which a
cable (or cables) can be drawn.
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As best shown 1n FIG. 6, the first attachment portion 146
includes two opposite ends 164, 165 and one mounting
bracket 167 (which 1s substantially box-shaped 1n form) 1s
secured (e.g. welded) upon the base 162 adjacent one end
164 of the attachment portion 146. In addition, the bracket
167 includes a pair of opposing sidewalls within which a
bolt-accepting through-opening 169 i1s defined. Meanwhile,
a second mounting bracket 171 (which 1s triangular 1n form)
1s secured (e.g. welded) along one of 1ts sides upon the base
162 at a location disposed substantially midway along the
length of the attachment portion 14 and defines a centrally-
disposed, bolt-accepting through-opeming 173. The third
mounting bracket 175 (whose sides somewhat resemble a
three-sided box) 1s secured (e.g. welded) upon the base 162
adjacent the other end 165 of the attachment portion 146,
and two of its sides form a pair of parallel flanges 177, 179
which are arranged substantially normal to the plane of the
base 162 and through which a set of through-openings 181
are defined. In addition, another side of the bracket 175
defines a centrally-disposed bolt-accepting through-opening
183.

In order to mount the rollers 148, 148' upon the first
attachment portion 148, one roller 148 1s positioned between
the first and second mounting brackets 167, 171 so that its
central bore 159 1s aligned with the bolt-accepting openings
169, 173, the other roller 148' 1s positioned between the
second and third mounting brackets 171, 175 so that the
central bore 159" thereof 1s aligned with the bolt-accepting
openings 173, 183 of the second and third mounting brackets
171, 175, and then the lengthy bolt 156 1s directed 1n
sequence through the opening 183 of the third mounting
bracket 175, the central bore 159 of the roller 148, the
opening 173 of the second mounting bracket 171, the central
bore 159" of the roller 148', and then through the opeming
169 of the first mounting bracket 167, and 1s then secured
through these aligned openings with a nut 136.

With reference still to FIGS. 5 and 6, the second arrange-
ment 145 of rollers includes a pair of rollers 152, 152" which
are rotatably mounted upon the second attachment portion
147 1n a side-by-side relationship with one another and so
that the rotational axes 154, 154' thercol are substantially
parallel to one another. To this end, the second attachment
portion 147 includes a substantially U-shaped bracket 184
having a planar base portion 186 having two opposite ends
188, 190 and a pair of end plates 192, 194 which are
mounted at the opposite ends 188, 190 of the planar base
portion 186 so as to extend to one side thereof. Two sets of
through-openings 196, 196' are defined through the end
plates 192, 194 for mounting the rollers 152, 152' to the
bracket 184. The bracket 184 1s, in turn, mounted the first
attachment portion 142 adjacent the end 164 thereolf. To this
end, the end plate 194 1s joined (e.g. welded) to the first
mounting bracket 167 so that the U of the U-shaped opening,
ol the bracket 184 opens 1n a direction which 1s substantially
parallel to the rotational axis 150 of the second arrangement
144 of rollers 148, 148'.

Furthermore, a mounting bracket 199 including a pair of
flanges 200, 202 1s attached to the end plate 192 of the
bracket 184 so as to be disposed outboard of the U of the
U- Shaped bracket 184. Aligned through-openings 204 are
defined 1n the flanges 200, 202, and the spaced distance
between the flanges 200, 202 of the mounting bracket 199 1s
slightly smaller than the distance between the flanges 177,
179 of the mounting bracket 175 to accommodate the
attachment of the entire roller assembly 140 to a roller
assembly 140' (FIG. 7) of 1dentical construction, as will be
apparent herein.
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With reference again to FIG. 6, each roller 152 or 152
includes a body 208 having a central bore 210 or 210", an
internal bearing 212 mounted within the central bore 210,
and an outer (e.g. cylindrically-shaped) peripheral surface
212. In order to mount the rollers 152, 152' within the
bracket 184, each roller 152 or 152' 1s positioned between
the end plates 192, 194 of the bracket 184 so that the central
bores 210, 210' of the rollers 152, 152" are aligned with a
corresponding set of through-openings 196 or 196', and bolts
214 are directed shank end-first through the aligned through-
openings 196 or 196' and through the central bore 210 or
210" of the roller 152 or 152'. Each roller 152 or 152" 1s then
secured 1n place with nuts 216 which are threadably secured
upon the bolts 214 so that the end plates 192, 194 are
captured between the heads of the bolts 214 and the nuts
216.

With the rollers 152, 152' (or more specifically, the
rotational axes 154. 154" thereol) arranged 1n a substantially
normal relationship to the longitudinal axis 150 of the rollers
148, 148' of the first arrangement 144 of rollers, the periph-
eral surfaces 212 of the rollers 152, 152' and the peripheral
surfaces 160 of the rollers 148, 148' provide somewhat of an
L-shaped arrangement of surfaces (as viewed generally from
the left 1n FIG. 5) across which a cable can be drawn during
a cable-drawing operation. Such an L-shaped surface
arrangement 1s particularly well-suited for positioning at a
curve or corner of a cable tray, as 1s depicted by the
arcuate-shaped side rail, indicated 143 in FIG. 5, wherein the
peripheral surfaces 212, 212 of the rollers 152, 152' are
disposed along the 11181de (so as to face ouhwardly) of the
curve defined along the tray 142. More specifically and
when a cable 1s pulled through a corner of the cable tray 142
at which the roller assembly 140 1s mounted, the peripheral
surfaces 163, 163 of the rollers 148, 148' provide a (e.g.
generally horizontally-disposed) surface upon which the
cable can rest in the event that the cable experiences
slackness at the corner, and the peripheral surfaces 212, 212
of the rollers 152, 152' provide (e.g. generally vertically-
disposed) surfaces against which the cable can bear if the
cable experiences tautness as 1t moves through the curve.

With reference to FIG. 7, there 1s illustrated a roller
assembly, generally indicated 220, which provides an
enclosed, rectangular-shaped passageway, or throughway
222, whose sides are provided by the peripheral surfaces of
a plurality of cylindrical rollers. In this connection, the roller
assembly 220 includes one roller assembly 140 (of FIGS. 5
and 6) and another roller assembly 140" which 1s 1dentical 1n
construction to the roller assembly 140. Accordingly, com-
ponents of the roller assembly 140" of FIG. 7 which are
identical to those of the roller assembly 140 of FIGS. 5 and
6 bear the same reference numerals.

Within the roller assembly 220 of FIG. 7, the roller
assembly 140' 1s arranged 1n an iverted relationship with
respect to the roller assembly 140 and so that the brackets
199 and 175 of the roller assembly 140 are arranged in
mating relationship with the brackets 175 and 199, respec-
tively, of the roller assembly 140'. That 1s to say—and with
reference to FIGS. 7a and 75, the brackets 199, 175 of the
roller assemblies 140, 140" are arranged so that the through-
openings 204 of each bracket 199 are aligned with the
through-openings 181 of a corresponding bracket 175 of the
other roller assembly 140 or 140'. The roller assemblies 140,
140" are then secured together with bolts 224 (and cooper-
ating nuts 226) which extend through the aligned through-
openings of the brackets 199 and 175.

As a demonstration of the versatility of the aforedescribed
roller assembly 140 of FIGS. 5 and 6 or, more particularly,
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of the components thereof, reference can be had to FIG. 8
wherein an embodiment, generally indicated 300, of a roller
apparatus 1s 1llustrated which includes principal components
ol the earlier-described roller assembly 140 of FIGS. S and
6 and which 1s well-suited for use during the pulling of a
cable through a cable tray. The roller apparatus 300 includes
a plurality of roller assemblies 140 (of FIGS. 5 and 6) whose
attachment portions 146 are spaced to be positionable over
(and thus securable to) a corresponding strut (not shown)
provided along the length of the tray. There are also provided
along the length of the chain arrangement of the depicted
roller apparatus 300 a plurality of roller arrangements,
generally indicated 304, wherein each roller arrangement
304 1s comprised of the assemblage of the second arrange-
ment 145 of rollers 148" and the second attachment portion
1477 of the roller assembly 140. Accordingly, the components
of the roller apparatus 300 which are identical to those of the
roller assembly 140 (or to the components thereol) bear the
same reference numerals.

Within the chain arrangement 302 of the roller apparatus
300, each roller arrangement 304 1s disposed between adja-
cent pairs of roller assemblies 140 present along the length
of the chain arrangement 302. In order to join the roller
arrangements 304 to the adjacent roller assemblies 140,
there 1s provided a pair of plates 310 having two opposite
ends and wherein a bolt-accepting opening 312 1s defined at
cach of the opposite ends of the plates 310. The plates 310
can be secured, or pinned, to a corresponding roller arrange-
ment 304 or roller assembly 140 by aligning an opening 312
with a corresponding central bore 210 or 210' of a roller 152
or 152" and utilizing a bolt 316 (and cooperating nut 318) to
secure the plates 310 between the roller arrangement 304
and the adjacent roller assembly 140.

In addition, the roller apparatus 300 further includes an
additional roller assembly 140" which 1s joined to one of the
roller assemblies 140 (in the 1dentical manner 1n which the
roller assembly 140 1s joined to the roller assembly 140 in
FIG. 7 to provide the apparatus 300 with a substantially
enclosed, multi-sided passageway through which a cable can
be routed. To this end, the roller assembly 148" 1s disposed
in an 1nverted relationship with one of the roller assemblies
140, and the roller arrangement of the roller assembly 140
1s joinable to the roller arrangement of the roller assembly
140 by way of the mateable sets of flanges 177, 179 and 200,
202 disposed at the end 165 of the attachment portion 146
or at one end of the U-shaped bracket 184.

To use the roller apparatus 300, the roller apparatus 300
1s preferably positioned within a cable tray at a location
therealong at which a corner 1s present and so that the chain
arrangement of the roller apparatus 300 1s disposed along the
inside of the corner. With the roller apparatus 300 thus
arranged at a corner of the cable tray, the peripheral surfaces
of the rollers 152, 152" are 1n position to provide vertically-
disposed surfaces against which the cable can bear when the
cable 1s pulled taut through the corner and the peripheral
surfaces of the rollers 148, 148' provide upwardly-directed
surfaces against which the cable can rest i1f the cable
experiences slackness at the corner. Meanwhile, the
assembled arrangement of the apparatus 300 comprised of a
roller assembly 140 and roller assembly 140" provides an
enclosed, rectangular-shaped passageway through which a
cable can be drawn during a cable-pulling operation.

It will be understood from the foregoing that a roller
assembly has been described having rollers whose periph-
eral surfaces provide surfaces against which a cable can bear
during a cable-drawing operation mvolving the installation
of a cable along a cable tray having at least one transversely-
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extending strut. Each of the roller assembly embodiments
described herein incorporates an elongated attachment por-
tion for securement of the embodiment to a transversely-
extending strut of a cable tray, and some of the embodiments
described herein include a bracket to which additional
rollers are mounted. It will also be understood that 1n some
instances, the construction of the assembly embodiments
accommodate the securement thereto of roller assemblies of
like construction to provide multi-sided, or even substan-
tially enclosed, passageways through which a cable can be
routed during a cable-drawing operation. Such multi-sided
or substantially enclosed passageways are well-suited for
use along a curve or corner of a cable tray or along a section
ol a cable tray at which the elevation of the tray 1s altered.

It will be understood that numerous modifications and
substitutions can be had to the aforedescribed embodiments
without departing from the spirit of the mvention. Accord-
ingly, the aforedescribed embodiments are intended for the
purpose of 1llustration and not as limitation.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A roller assembly for facilitating the drawing of a cable
along a cable tray wherein the cable tray with which the
roller assembly 1s used includes at least one transversely-
extending strut having a longitudinal axis and an elongated
support surface which 1s entirely planar in form, oriented
substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the strut and
against which the roller assembly i1s positionable and
wherein the elongated support surface has a length and a
width, the assembly comprising;

a roller having a peripheral surface which 1s capable of
being engaged by a cable drawn across the roller and
wherein the roller 1s elongated 1n shape and has two
opposite ends;

an eclongated attachment portion having a longitudinal
axis and a length as measured along the longitudinal
axis of the elongated attachment portion and a cross-
sectional shape which 1s substantially U-shaped 1n form
having a pair of substantially parallel legs and a sub-
stantially planar base which extends between the two
legs and lies 1n a plane which 1s substantially normal to
the legs of the attachment portion and wherein the
attachment portion 1s positionable about a transversely-
extending strut of the cable tray by directing the
opening of the U of the cross-sectional shape of the
attachment portion over the strut so that the base of the
attachment portion engages the elongated support sur-
face of the strut along substantially the entire length of
the attachment portion and across substantially the
entire width of the support surface, and wherein one leg
of the elongated attachment portion defines a pair of
openings therein;

means for attaching the roller to the attachment portion to
permit the roller to rotate about a rotation axis with
respect to the attachment portion wherein the rotation
axi1s of the roller extends through the two opposite ends
of the roller and 1s substantially parallel to the longi-
tudinal axis of the elongated attachment portion,
wherein the means for attaching includes a pair of posts
which are mounted upon the base of the attachment
portion and are disposed at opposite ends of the roller
so that the roller 1s positioned between the posts of the
pair of posts, and wherein the pair of posts are confined
between a pair of 1imaginary parallel planes which are
arranged normal to the longitudinal axis of the attach-
ment portion so that no portion of the posts 1s posi-
tioned outboard of the pair of parallel planes; and
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wherein each post of the pair of posts has an outer surface

which lies 1n a corresponding one of the pair of
imaginary parallel planes; and

wherein the pair of openings defined within the one leg of

axis, and the first and second rollers are arranged so that
the first and second rotation axes are substantially
parallel to one another.

12

portion and wherein the attachment portion 1s position-
able about a transversely-extending strut of the cable
tray by directing the opening of the U of the cross-
sectional shape of the attachment portion over the strut

the elongated attachment portion are disposed mboard s so that the strut is accepted by the U of the cross-
Of_ the pair of parallel‘pleimes; and _ sectional shape of the attachment portion and so that
a pair ol fasteners for bmc.hng the attachment portion to the base of the attachment portion engages the elon-
the transversely-extending  strut then the strut is gated support surface of the strut along substantially the
accepted by the.U of theicross-sectlonal shape of the entire length of the attachment portion and across
attachment portion wherein each fastener has a shank 10 bstantiallv the entire width of the suonort surface
which extends through a corresponding one of the pair oY dS h - oo of the vair of lep loos dofi ’
of openings defined 1n the one leg of the attachment AnE WASTEI OIE &6 © t = Dl OF patdliie? 1655 SIS
portion to thereby secure the attachment portion to the 4 palt of openings therein which commumca?te Wlt‘,l the
transversely-extending strut at locations disposed interior of the U of the. U-shaped cross-sectional shape
inboard of the pair of parallel planes and to prevent any 15 of the attachmfant portion;
lengthwise movement of the attachment portion along means for attaching the at least one roller to the attach-
the strut; and ment portion for rotation with respect thereto about a
wherein the elongated attachment portion has outboard- rotation axis which 1s substantially parallel to the
disposed portions which extend along the length of the longitudinal axis of the attachment portion and extends
attachment portion for engaging the transverse]y-ex- 0 thIOllgh the two opposite ends of the at least one roller,
tending strut when the attachment portion i1s secured wherein the means for attaching includes a pair of posts
thereto and which are disposed outboard of the opposite which are mounted upon the base of the attachment
ends of the roller wherein one of the outboard-disposed portion and are disposed at opposite ends of the at least
portions 1s disposed adjacent one of the two opposite one roller so that the at least one roller 1s positioned
ends of the roller and another of the outboard-disposed 25 between the posts of the pair of posts, and wherein the
portions 1s disposed adjacent the other of the two pair of posts are confined between a pair ol 1imaginary
opposite ends of the roller so that when the attachment parallel planes which are arranged normal to the lon-
portion 1s secured to the transversely-extending strut gitudinal axis of the attachment portion so that no
with the pair of fasteners and the pair of openings as portion of the posts 1s positioned outboard of the pair of
aforesaid, the attachment portion 1s secured to the 30 parallel planes; and
transversely-extending strut at locations therealong wherein each post of the pair of posts has an outer surface
which are inboard of the pair of parallel planes, the which lies 1 a corresponding one of the pair of
transversely-extending strut 1s engaged by the out- imaginary parallel planes; and
board-disposed portions, and the stability of the roller wherein the pair of openings defined within the one leg of
assembly about the strut 1s enhanced; and 35 the elongated attachment portion are disposed inboard
wherein the roller 1s a first roller and 1s adapted to rotate of the pair of parallel planes; and
relative to the attachment portion about a first rotation a pair ol fasteners wherein each fastener in the pair of
axis and the roller assembly includes a second roller fasteners has a shank which extends through a corre-
which 1s mounted upon the attachment portion for sponding opening defined 1n the one leg of the attach-
rotation with respect thereto about a second rotation 40 ment portion to thereby secure the attachment portion

to the transversely-extending strut at locations therea-
long which are disposed inboard of the pair of parallel
planes and to prevent any lengthwise movement of the

attachment portion along the strut; and

wherein the elongated attachment portion has outboard-
disposed portions which extend along the length of the
attachment portions for engaging the transversely-ex-
tending strut when the attachment portion 1s secured
thereto and which are disposed outboard of the opposite
ends of the at least one roller wherein one of the
outboard-disposed portions 1s disposed adjacent one of
the opposite ends of the at least one roller and another
of the outboard-disposed portions 1s disposed adjacent
the other of the two opposite ends of the at least one
roller so that when the attachment portion 1s secured to
the transversely-extending strut and the transversely-
extending strut 1s engaged by the outboard-disposed
portions, the stability of the roller assembly about the
strut 1s enhanced; and

wherein the at least one roller of the roller assembly
includes:

a first roller which 1s attached to the attachment portion
for rotation about a first axis; and

a second roller which 1s attached to the attachment portion
for rotation about a second axis, and the first and
second rotation axes are arranged in a substantially
parallel relationship.

2. The roller assembly as defined 1n claim 1 wherein the
peripheral surface of at least one of the first or second roller 45
1s substantially cylindrical in shape.

3. A roller assembly for facilitating the drawing of a cable
along a cable tray wherein the cable tray with which the
roller assembly 1s used includes at least one transversely-
extending strut having a longitudinal axis and an elongated 50
support surface which 1s entirely planar 1mn form, oriented
substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the strut and
against which the roller assembly 1s positionable and
wherein the support surtace has a width, the assembly
comprising: 55

at least one roller having a peripheral surface which 1s

capable of being engaged by a cable drawn across the
at least one roller and wherein the at least one roller 1s
clongated 1n shape and has two opposite ends;

an elongated attachment portion having a longitudinal 60

axis, a length as measured along the longitudinal axis

of the elongated attachment portion, opposite first and

second ends and a cross sectional shape which 1s
U-shaped in form having a pair of substantially parallel
legs and a substantially planar base which extends 65
between the two legs and lies 1 a plane which 1s
substantially normal to the legs of the attachment
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4. In combination:

a cable tray having at least one transversely-extending
strut having a longitudinal axis, two opposite sides and
an elongated support surface which extends between
the two opposite sides of the strut; and

a roller assembly for facilitating the drawing of a cable
along the cable tray wherein the roller assembly
includes

a first roller arrangement including at least one roller
having a peripheral surface which 1s capable of being
engaged by a cable drawn across the at least one roller
and wherein the at least one roller 1s elongated 1n shape
and has two opposite ends;

an clongated attachment portion having a longitudinal
axis, a length as measured along the longitudinal axis
of the elongated attachment portion, opposite first and
second ends and a cross sectional shape which 1s
U-shaped in form having a pair of substantially parallel
legs and a base which extends between the two legs and
wherein the attachment portion 1s positionable about a
transversely-extending strut of the cable tray by direct-
ing the opening of the U of the cross-sectional shape of
the attachment portion over the strut so that the strut 1s
accepted by the U of the cross-sectional shape of the
attachment portion and so that the base of the attach-
ment portion engages the elongated support surface of
the strut along substantially the entire length of the
attachment portion, and wherein one leg of the sub-
stantially parallel legs defines a pair of openings
therein;

a pair ol fasteners for binding the attachment portion to
the transversely-extending strut when the strut 1s
accepted by the U of the cross-sectional shape of the
attachment portion wherein each fastener has a shank
which extends through a corresponding one of the pair
of openings defined 1n the one leg of the attachment
portion to thereby secure the attachment portion to the
transversely-extending strut and to prevent any length-
wise movement of the attachment portion along the
strut;

means for attaching the at least one roller to the attach-
ment portion for rotation with respect thereto about a
first rotation axis wherein the first rotation axis 1is
substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the
transversely-extending strut when the attachment por-
tion 1s positioned about the transversely-extending strut
as aforesaid and wherein the first rotation axis extends
through the two opposite ends of the at least one roller,

wherein the means for attaching includes a pair of posts

which are mounted upon the base of the attachment
portion and are disposed at opposite ends of the at least
one roller so that the at least one roller 1s positioned
between the posts of the pair of posts, and wherein the
pair of posts are confined between a pair ol 1maginary
parallel planes which are arranged normal to the lon-
gitudinal axis of the attachment portion so that no
portion of the posts 1s positioned outboard of the pair of
parallel planes; and

wherein each post of the pair of posts has an outer surface
which lies 1 a corresponding one of the pair of
imaginary parallel planes; and

wherein the pair of openings defined within the one leg of
the elongated attachment portion are disposed mnboard
of the pair of parallel planes;

a second roller arrangement including two rollers which
are arranged in a side-by-side relationship with one
another wherein each of the two rollers of the second
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roller arrangement has a peripheral surface which 1s
capable of being engaged by a cable drawn across the
two rollers of the second roller arrangement;

a bracket for supporting the two rollers of the second
roller arrangement for rotation about rotation axes
which are substantially parallel to one another and
which 1s fixedly secured to the attachment portion
adjacent one end thereof so that the rotational axes of
the two rollers of the second roller arrangement are
substantially normal to the rotation axis of the at least
one roller of the first arrangement of rollers; and

wherein the elongated attachment portion has outboard-
disposed portions which extend along the length of the
attachment portion for engaging the transversely-ex-
tending strut when the attachment portion 1s secured
thereto and which are disposed outboard of the opposite
ends of the at least one roller wherein one of the
outboard-disposed portions 1s situated adjacent one of
the two opposite ends of the at least one roller and
another of the outboard-disposed portions 1s situated
adjacent the other of the two opposite ends of the at
least one roller so that when the attachment portion 1s
secured to the transversely-extending portion with the
fasteners and openings as aforesaid, the attachment
portion 1s secured to the strut at locations therealong
which are disposed inboard of the pair of parallel
planes, the transversely-extending strut 1s engaged by
the outboard-disposed portions, and the stability of the
roller assembly across the transversely-extending strut
1s enhanced.

5. The combination as defined in claim 4 wherein the
peripheral surfaces of the at least one roller of the first roller
arrangement and the two rollers of the second roller arrange-
ment cooperate to provide a cable passageway having two
sides wherein one side of the cable passageway 1s provided
by the peripheral surface of the at least one roller of the first
roller arrangement and the other side of the cable passage-
way 1s provided by the peripheral surfaces of the two rollers
of the second roller arrangement.

6. A roller assembly for facilitating the drawing of a cable
along a cable tray having at least one transversely-extending
strut having a longitudinal axis and an elongated support
surface which 1s oriented substantially parallel to the longi-
tudinal axis of the strut and against which the roller assem-
bly 1s positionable, the assembly comprising;:

a first roller arrangement including one roller having a
peripheral surface which 1s capable of being engaged
by a cable drawn across the first roller arrangement and
wherein the one roller 1s elongated in shape and has two
opposite ends;

an eclongated attachment portion having a longitudinal
ax1s, a length as measured along the longitudinal axis
of the elongated attachment portion, opposite first and
second ends and a cross sectional shape which 1s
U-shaped 1n form having a pair of substantially parallel
legs and a base which extends between the two legs and
wherein the attachment portion 1s positionable about a
transversely-extending strut of the cable tray by direct-
ing the opening of the U of the cross-sectional shape of
the attachment portion over the strut so that the strut 1s
accepted by the U of the cross-sectional shape of the
attachment portion and so that the base of the attach-
ment portion engages the elongated support surface of
the strut along substantially the entire length of the
attachment portion, and wherein one leg of the pair of
substantially parallel legs of the elongated attachment
portion defines a pair of openings therein;
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a pair of fasteners for binding the attachment portion to

the transversely-extending strut when the strut is
accepted by the U of the cross-sectional shape of the
attachment portion wherein each fastener has a shank
which extends through a corresponding one of the pair
of openings defined 1n the one leg of the pair of
substantially parallel legs of the attachment portion to
thereby secure the attachment portion to the trans-
versely-extending strut and to prevent any lengthwise
movement of the attachment portion along the strut;

means for attaching the one roller of the first roller

arrangement to the attachment portion for rotation with
respect thereto about a first rotation axis wherein the
first rotation axis 1s substantially parallel to the longi-
tudinal axis of the transversely-extending strut when
the attachment portion 1s positioned about the trans-
versely-extending strut as aforesaid and wherein the
rotation axis ol the one roller extends through the
opposite ends of the one roller of the first roller
arrangement, wherein the means for attaching includes
a pair ol posts which are mounted upon the base of the
attachment portion and are disposed at opposite ends of
the one roller of the first roller arrangement so that the
one roller of the first roller arrangement 1s positioned
between the posts of the pair of posts, and wherein the
pair of posts are confined between a pair ol 1maginary
parallel planes which are arranged normal to the lon-
gitudinal axis of the attachment portion so that no
portion of the posts 1s positioned outboard of the pair of
parallel planes; and

wherein each post of the pair of posts has an outer surface

which lies 1 a corresponding one of the pair of
imaginary parallel planes; and

wherein the pair of openings defined within the one leg of

the elongated attachment portion are disposed mnboard
of the pair of parallel planes;

a second roller arrangement including one roller having a

peripheral surface which 1s capable of being engaged
by a cable drawn across the second roller arrangement;
bracket which 1s fixedly secured to the attachment
portion adjacent one end thereof for supporting the one
roller of the second roller arrangement for rotation
about a rotation axis which 1s substantially normal to
the first rotation axis about which the one roller of the
first roller arrangement 1s adapted to rotate, and

wherein the one roller of the first roller arrangement and

the one roller of the second roller arrangement coop-
crate with one other so that the peripheral surfaces
thereol collectively form a cable-accepting passageway
having multiple sides against which a cable 1s capable
of bearing when the cable 1s drawn along the passage-
way; and

wherein the elongated attachment portion has outboard-

disposed portions which extend along the length of the
attachment portion for engaging the transversely-ex-
tending strut when the attachment portion 1s secured
thereto and which are disposed outboard of the opposite
ends of the one roller of the first roller arrangement
wherein one of the outboard-disposed portions 1s situ-
ated adjacent one of the two opposite ends of the one
roller of the first roller arrangement and another of the
outboard-disposed portions i1s situated adjacent the
other of the two opposite ends of the one roller of the
first roller arrangement so that when the attachment
portion 1s secured to the transversely-extending strut
with the fasteners and openings as aforesaid and the
transversely-extending strut 1s engaged by the out-
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board-disposed portions, the attachment portion 1is
secured to the strut at locations therealong which are
disposed 1nboard of the pair of parallel planes and the
stability of the roller assembly about the transversely-
extending strut 1s enhanced.

7. The roller assembly as defined 1n claim 6 wherein the
cable-accepting passageway formed by the peripheral sur-
faces 1s shaped so that when the roller assembly 1s viewed
along a path of intended movement of a cable being drawn
through the cable-accepting passageway, the multiple sides
of the cable-accepting passageway are contiguous with one
another.

8. The roller assembly as defined 1n claim 6 wherein the
cable-accepting passageway formed by the peripheral sur-
faces 1s shaped so that when the roller assembly 1s viewed
along a path of intended movement of a cable being drawn
through the cable-accepting passageway, the multiple sides
of the cable-accepting passageway form an L wherein one
leg of the L 1s defined by the peripheral surface of the one
roller of the first roller arrangement and the other leg of the
L 1s defined by the peripheral surface of the one roller of the
second roller arrangement.

9. A roller assembly for facilitating the drawing of a cable
along a cable tray wherein the cable tray with which the
roller assembly 1s used includes at least one transversely-
extending strut having a longitudinal axis and an elongated
support surface which 1s entirely planar in form, oriented
substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the strut and
against which the roller assembly 1s positionable and
wherein the elongated support surface has a length and a
width, the assembly comprising;

a roller having a peripheral surface which 1s capable of
being engaged by a cable drawn across the roller and
wherein the roller 1s elongated 1n shape and has two
opposite ends;

an eclongated attachment portion having a longitudinal
axis and a length as measured along the longitudinal
ax1is of the elongated attachment portion and a cross-
sectional shape which 1s substantially U-shaped in form
having a pair of substantially parallel legs and a sub-
stantially planar base which extends between the two
legs and lies 1n a plane which 1s substantially normal to
the legs of the attachment portion and wherein the
attachment portion 1s positionable about a transversely-
extending strut of the cable tray by directing the
opening of the U of the cross-sectional shape of the
attachment portion over the strut so that the base of the
attachment portion engages the elongated support sur-
face of the strut along substantially the entire length of
the attachment portion and across substantially the
entire width of the support surface, and wherein one leg
of the elongated attachment portion defines a pair of
openings therein;

means for attaching the roller to the attachment portion to
permit the roller to rotate about a rotation axis with
respect to the attachment portion wherein the rotation
axi1s of the roller extends through the two opposite ends
of the roller and 1s substantially parallel to the longi-
tudinal axis of the eclongated attachment portion,
wherein the means for attaching includes a pair of posts
which are mounted upon the base of the attachment
portion and are disposed at opposite ends of the roller
so that the roller 1s positioned between the posts of the
pair of posts, and wherein the pair of posts are confined
between a pair of 1imaginary parallel planes which are
arranged normal to the longitudinal axis of the attach-
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ment portion so that no portion of the posts 1s posi-
tioned outboard of the pair of parallel planes; and

wherein each post of the pair of posts has an outer surface

which lies 1n a corresponding one of the pair of
imaginary parallel planes; and

wherein the pair of openings defined within the one leg of

the elongated attachment portion are disposed inboard
of the pair of parallel planes; and

a pair ol fasteners for binding the attachment portion to

the transversely-extending strut when the strut 1s
accepted by the U of the cross-sectional shape of the
attachment portion wherein each fastener has a shank
which extends through a corresponding one of the pair
of openings defined 1in the one leg of the attachment
portion to thereby secure the attachment portion to the
transversely-extending strut at locations disposed
inboard of the pair of parallel planes and to prevent any
lengthwise movement of the attachment portion along
the strut; and

wherein the elongated attachment portion has outboard-

disposed portions which extend along the length of the
attachment portion for engaging the transversely-ex-
tending strut when the attachment portion 1s secured
thereto and which are disposed outboard of the opposite
ends of the roller wherein one of the outboard-disposed
portions 1s disposed adjacent one of the two opposite
ends of the roller and another of the outboard-disposed
portions 1s disposed adjacent the other of the two
opposite ends of the roller so that when the attachment
portion 1s secured to the transversely-extending strut
with the pair of fasteners and the pair of openings as
aforesaid, the attachment portion 1s secured to the
transversely-extending strut at locations therealong
which are inboard of the pair of parallel planes, the
transversely-extending strut 1s engaged by the out-
board-disposed portions, and the stability of the roller
assembly about the strut 1s enhanced; and
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wherein the attachment portion has two opposite ends and
the roller 1s a first roller which 1s adapted to rotate about
a first rotational axis, and the roller assembly further
includes

a bracket which 1s mounted upon the attachment portion

adjacent one of 1ts two opposite ends and

a second roller having a peripheral surface which 1s

capable of being engaged by a cable drawn across the
second roller and which 1s rotatably mounted upon the
bracket for rotation with respect thereto about a second
rotational axis; and

the bracket 1s attached to the attachment portion so that

the rotation axis of the second roller 1s arranged 1n a
substantially normal relationship to the first rotation
axis so that the peripheral surfaces of the first and
second rollers collectively provide two sides of a
multi-sided cable-accepting passageway through which
a cable can be drawn.

10. The roller assembly as defined 1n claim 9 wherein the
roller assembly 1s constructed to accommodate the joinder
thereto ol a second roller assembly of like construction to
form a substantially enclosed, multi-sided passageway
through which a cable can be drawn, wherein the second
roller assembly of like construction includes a first roller and
a second roller having peripheral surfaces capable of being
engaged by a cable drawn across the first roller and the
second roller.

11. The roller assembly as defined 1n claim 10 wherein the
multi-sided passageway 1s substantially rectangular in form
and the peripheral surfaces of the first and second rollers of
the roller assembly provide two adjacent sides of the rect-
angular-shaped passageway and the peripheral surfaces of
the first and second rollers of the second roller assembly of
like construction provide the other two adjacent sides of the
rectangular-shaped passageway.
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