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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR SESSION
BUILDING FROM PING-LEVEL DATA

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

This disclosure relates generally to audience measure-
ment, and, more particularly, to methods and apparatus for
session building from ping-level data.

BACKGROUND

Audience viewership data 1s collected and used by audi-
ence measurement entities (Ames) to determine exposure
statistics (e.g., viewership statistics) for different media.
Some viewership data may be collected through the use of
pings irom user devices. For example, these pings may be
transmitted by the user devices to an AMEN via one or more
networks. Information from the ping i1s processed by the
AME to determine useful media exposure data and associ-
ated statistics.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example environment 1n which an
example session builder builds sessions from ping-level data
in accordance with teachings disclosed herein.

FIG. 2 1s block diagram representative of the example
session builder of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram representative of an example
session partitioner included 1n the example session builder
of FIG. 2.

FI1G. 4 15 a flowchart representative of example machine-
readable 1nstructions which may be executed to implement
the session builder of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 15 a flowchart representative of example machine-
readable 1nstructions which may be executed to implement
an example threshold detector imncluded 1n the session par-
titioner of FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart representative of example machine-
readable instructions which may be executed to implement
the session partitioner of FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 1s a flowchart representative of example machine-
readable instructions which may be executed to implement
an example duration calculator included in the session
partitioner of FIG. 3.

FIG. 8 15 a flowchart representative of example machine-
readable 1nstructions which may be executed to implement
an example session partition selector included 1n the session
builder of FIG. 2.

FIG. 9 1s a block diagram of an example processing
platform structured to execute the 1nstructions of FIGS. 4, §,
6, 7 and/or 8 to implement the example session builder of
FIG. 2.

The figures are not to scale. In general, the same reference
numbers will be used throughout the drawing(s) and accom-
panying written description to refer to the same or like parts.

Descriptors “first,” “second,” “third,” etc. are used herein
when 1dentifying multiple elements or components which
may be referred to separately. Unless otherwise specified or
understood based on their context of use, such descriptors
are not intended to impute any meaning of priority, physical
order or arrangement 1n a list, or ordering 1n time but are
merely used as labels for referring to multiple elements or
components separately for ease ol understanding the dis-
closed examples. In some examples, the descriptor “first”
may be used to refer to an element in the detailed descrip-
tion, while the same element may be referred to 1n a claim
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2

with a different descriptor such as “second” or “third.” In
such 1nstances, 1t should be understood that such descriptors
are used merely for ease of referencing multiple elements or
components.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Audience viewership data may be acquired through the
use ol event-level data, such as ping-level data. In some
examples, audience measurement based on viewership pat-
terns relies on having access to the start times, end times and
durations of media viewing sessions or, more generally,
media exposure sessions. However, some media clients do
not report such session-level data and, instead, report ping-
level data. Ping-level data indicates when events occur 1n the
viewing session and may include media identification infor-
mation (e.g., program name, episode name, genre, applica-
tion, etc.) 1n the ping payload data. For example, the pings
may be triggered by events such as expiration of a heartbeat
interval (e.g., a 5 minute heartbeat interval), when content
changes, when advertisements are presented, etc.

In examples disclosed herein, a session 1s defined to be a
period of continuous exposure to (e.g., viewership of) (e.g.,
partitioned on the same program, episode, genre, applica-
tion) media on the same device during which one of more
characteristics of the media are unchanged. As such, a
session has a defined start and end time. In some examples,
the media characteristic(s) defining a session include one or
more of a program 1dentifier, an episode 1dentifier, a genre
identifier, and application identifier, etc. In examples dis-
closed herein, a set of ping-level data from a user device 1s
used to build exposure (e.g., viewing) sessions, generally
referred to as sessions, that represent the user’s media
exposure (e.g., viewership) during the time period the pings
in the ping-level data were acquired. Examples disclosed
herein transform the ping-level data to session-level data
identifying the start time, end time and duration of the
sessions. In examples disclosed herein, respective sessions
are built by determining corresponding session durations
from the ping-level data as described in further detail below.
For convenience, examples disclosed herein are described
from the perspective of building viewing sessions, but such
examples also apply to building any other type of media
exposure sessions (e.g., corresponding to exposure to media
other than visual media, such as audio media, tactile media,
etc.).

In some examples, viewing sessions are built from the
collected ping-level data based on a threshold defining an
upper limit on the duration of a viewing session. For
example, the ping-level data may be transformed to session-
level data to define a viewing session according to whether
the time difference between two reported pings 1s greater
than or equal to the threshold value. If a subsequent ping 1s
received within a time frame that 1s less than the threshold
value, the subsequent ping may be included into the session
with the prior ping (e.g., 1f the media characteristic(s) used
to partition the sessions has remained unchanged between
the prior ping and the subsequent ping). However, 11 the
subsequent ping 1s received within a time frame that 1s
greater than or equal to the threshold value, the subsequent
ping 1s determined to be the start of a new session. In some
examples, this threshold value can be defined based on 1mput
configuration data (e.g., entered by an operator) or empiri-
cally determined from previously determined viewing ses-
sion duration data. In some examples, the viewing duration
for a given viewing session 1s calculated as the difference
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between the start time associated with the first ping of the
session and the end time determined from the last ping of the
session, as described above.

Thus, 1n some examples, the viewing session durations
are determined based on the time between two consecutive
pings. However, this does not account for possible changes
in the media identification information of the ping-level
data, such as a change 1n a program name or episode name.
This can be problematic 1n examples where the timing
between two consecutive pings 1s less than the threshold, but
the program was changed between these two pings. If just
the time difference between the pings 1s considered when
building sessions, these two pings might be classified as
belonging to the same viewing session since the threshold
was not met to signify a change in viewing session. How-
ever, the change 1n program would correspond to the start of
a Nnew viewing session.

To address such technical problems, examples disclosed
herein determine viewing session durations by both com-
paring the time durations between pings to a threshold and
detecting changes 1n the payload data included 1n the pings.
In some examples, multiple session building procedures are
operated 1n parallel such that different session building
procedures perform session partitioning based on different
information included in the payload data of each ping (e.g.,
program names vs. genre identifiers) to enable multiple
partitioning schemes to be evaluated. The multiple session
building procedures may operate on pipelines running in
parallel 1n order to determine different possible durations for
the same viewing session. After the set of session building
procedures 1s completed for the different partitioming
schemes, the viewing sessions determined by the different
partitioning schemes are compared to determine which of
the partitioning schemes bult viewing sessions irom the
ping-level data that most align with the panel data. In some
examples, for each partitioning scheme, the viewing ses-
s1ons are compared to a demographics model generated from
the panel data. In some such examples, one of the partition-
ing schemes 1s chosen to represent the viewing sessions for
the set of ping data based on criteria when compared to the
demographic model from the panel data.

Examples disclosed herein provide technical solutions to
the technical problems described above by capturing
changes 1n the content of the ping-level data when deter-
mimng viewing sessions. Examples disclosed herein also
allow for a more flexible approach to determining viewing
sessions by testing diflerent partitioning schemes on the
ping-level data. This approach enables generation of view-
ing sessions from a particular set of ping data that satisfy one
or more criteria (e.g., a change in the genre content, a change
in the program name, a change in the episode name, etc.).

FIG. 1 1illustrates an example environment 100 1n which
an example session builder 105 build sessions from captured
ping-level data in accordance with teachings of this disclo-
sure. The example environment 100 of FIG. 1 includes an
example media device 110, an example network 115, an
example monitoring system 120, and an example panel
database 135. The example monitoring system 120 includes
the example session builder 105 and an example session
database 130.

In the 1llustrated example of FIG. 1, the media device 110
1s used to access and view different media. The example
media device 110 also sends ping data to the network 115 to
log viewing information associated with the access and/or
presentation of the media by the media device 110. The
example media device 110 can be implemented with any
device or combinations of devices that are able to connect to
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4

media such as, for example, a smart television (TV), a
personal computer, a smartphone, a tablet device, a set-top
box (STB), a game console, a digital video recorder (DVR),
an Apple TV, a Roku device, YouTube TV, an Amazon fire
device, etc., or any combination thereof.

The example network 115 of the illustrated example of
FIG. 1 provides communication between the user device 110
and the monitoring system 120. The example network 115 1s
implemented as a public network such as, for example, the
Internet. However, any other type of networks (e.g., wired/
cabled, wireless, mobile cellular, etc.) which may be public
or private, and any combination thereolf may additionally
and/or alternatively be used.

The monitoring system 120 of the illustrated example of
FIG. 1 receives ping data, also referred to as pings, from the
media device 110 via the network 115. The monitoring
system 120 captures the payload data included 1n the ping
data for use 1n the building of viewing sessions. The payload
of a ping received by the monitoring system 120 includes
information on the time the ping was transmitted by and/or
received from the media device 110, what device the ping
was received from, the media content that was viewed on the
media device 110 at the time the ping was transmitted (e.g.,
genre, program name, episode name, etc.), etc. The session
builder 105 extracts the time information from the payload
data of the ping data as well as the media content 1nforma-
tion from the payload data of the ping data to build the
viewling sessions.

The session builder 105 of the 1llustrated example of FIG.
1 determines viewing sessions from the ping data received
by the monitoring system 120. For example, the session
builder 105 determines viewing session durations from the
ping data reported by the mobile device 110 by determiming
the respective start and end pings for each viewing session.
The session builder 105 uses the payload data within the
reported ping data to determine whether the received ping 1s
a start ping for a new viewing session, an end ping for a
current viewing session, or a ping associated with the current
viewing session (€.g., 1s neither a start ping nor an end ping).
The session builder 105 of the illustrated example generates
viewing sessions from the ping data by determining dura-
tions for each of the viewing sessions using the ping data and
corresponding pavload data. An example implementation of
the session builder 105 1s illustrated 1in FIG. 2, which 1s
described 1n further detail below.

The session database 130 of the illustrated example of
FIG. 1 stores information describing the viewing sessions
determined by the session builder 105. However, other data
may additionally and/or alternatively be stored by the ses-
sion database 130. The session database 130 of the 1llus-
trated example of FIG. 1 1s implemented by any memory,
storage device, and/or storage disc for storing data such as,
for example, flash memory, magnetic media, optical media,
solid state memory, hard drive(s), thumb drive(s), etc. Fur-
thermore, the data stored in the example session database
130 may be 1n any data format such as, for example, binary
data, comma delimited data, tab delimitated data, structured
query language (SQL) structures, etc. While the session
database 130 1s 1llustrated as a single device 1n the 1llustrated
example of FIG. 1, the session database 130 and/or any other
data storage devices described herein may be implemented
by any number and/or type(s) or memories.

The example panel database 135 of the illustrated
example of FIG. 1 stores that panel data collected by meters
and/or meter applications associated with and/or executed
by media devices of panelists. In examples disclosed herein,
the panel data 1s collected from panelists to monitor the
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operation of the media devices and/or the media presented
by the media devices. The panel data can include session
level data characterizing the viewing sessions, as well as
ping data reported by the panelists’ media devices. The ping
data can be compared with corresponding session level data
for respective ones ol the monitored media devices to
determine relationships between ping data and sessions.

The example panel database 1335 provides the panel data
information to be used by the session bulder 105. As
described above, the panel data includes session level data
and ping data from panelists’ media devices, and this
information can include, for example, viewing session data,
panelists demographics information, etc. However, other
data may additionally and/or alternatively be stored by the
panel database 135. The example panel database 135 pro-
vides the session builder 105 with viewing session informa-
tion that can be used as reference viewing sessions when
determining viewing sessions from the ping-data received
by the monitoring system 120. The panel database 135 of the
illustrated example of FIG. 1 1s implemented by any
memory, storage device, and/or storage disc for storing data
such as, for example, flash memory, magnetic media, optical
media, solid state memory, hard drive(s), thumb drive(s),
ctc. Furthermore, the data stored in the example panel
database 135 may be 1 any data format such as, for
example, binary data, comma delimited data, tab delimitated
data, structured query language (SQL) structures, etc. While,
in the illustrated example of FIG. 1, the panel database 135
1s 1llustrated as a single device, the panel database 135
and/or any other data storage devices described herein may
be implemented by any number and/or type(s) or memories.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram 1llustrating an example imple-
mentation of the example session builder 105 of FIG. 1. The
example session builder 105 of FIG. 2 includes an example
session partitioner 200, an example threshold calculator 205,
and an example session partition selector 210.

The example session partitioner 200 of the illustrated
example of FIG. 2 receives the ping data from the network
115 of FIG. 1. In examples disclosed herein, the session
partitioner 200 determines viewing sessions from ping-level
data using different partitioning schemes. The different
partitioning schemes may include partitioning based on
genre, program name, episode name, etc. However, on any
other content categories may additionally or alternatively be
used for partitioning. In the illustrated example of FIG. 2,
three session partitioners 200 are shown. However, any
number ol session partitioners 200 may additionally or
alternatively be used. For example, a session builder 1035
depicted in FIG. 2 may contain, for example, five session
partitioner 200 circuits. Utilizing additional session parti-
tioners 200 enables additional partitioning schemes to be
evaluated when determining viewing sessions. For example,
having three session partitioners 200 allows for comparison
of viewing sessions built according to three different parti-
tioming schemes. In the illustrated example, the session
partitioners 200 are operated 1n parallel to improve efli-
ciency ol building the viewing sessions.

The example threshold calculator 205 of the illustrated
example of FIG. 2 receives the panel data from the panel
database 135. The example threshold calculator 205 deter-
mines a threshold value based on the reference viewing
sessions data stored 1n the panel data from the panel database
135. The threshold calculator 205 selects viewing session
durations from the reference viewing sessions data based on
a criterion. For example, the criterion may be the 10%
longest viewing session durations stored in the panel data-
base 135. However, other criterions may additionally or
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alternatively be used. The threshold calculator 205 averages
the viewing session durations selected and sets the threshold
value to the average found. The threshold value determined
by the threshold calculator 205 i1s used by the session
partitioner 200 to build the viewing sessions, which 1s
discussed below 1n connection with FIG. 3.

The example session partition selector 210 of the 1llus-
trated example of FIG. 2 determines which of the viewing
sessions built i the session partitioner 200 to select to
represent the set of ping-level data received. In the examples
disclosed herein, the viewing sessions from the different
partitioning schemes implemented by the session partit-
ioner(s) 200 are tested against a demographics model con-
structed from the panel data in the panel database 133 to
determine which partitioning scheme aligns best with the
expected viewing sessions from the demographics model.
The performance of the viewing sessions compared to the
demographics model 1s determined by a performance crite-
rion. For example, the performance criterion may be a
percentage of similarity between the viewing session from
the session partitioner 200 and the viewing session from the
demographics model. However, the other criteria may addi-
tionally or alternatively be used when determining the
performance. The example session partition selector 210
stores the selected the viewing sessions 1n the session
database 130.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram illustrating an example imple-
mentation of the session partitioner 200 of FIG. 2. The
example session partitioner 200 of FIG. 3 includes an
example ping identifier 305, an example payload change
identifier 310, an example ping timer 315, an example
threshold detector 320, an example start ping 1dentifier 325,
an example end ping identifier 330, an example duration
calculator 335, and an example duration adjuster 340.

The example ping 1dentifier 303 of the illustrated example
of FIG. 3 receives a ping from the network 115 of FIG. 1.
The example ping 1dentifier 305 determines 11 the ping is the
initial ping from a client/device. The example ping 1dentifier
305 outputs the ping to the start ping i1dentifier 325 if the
ping 1dentifier 305 determines that the ping 1s the first ping
from the client/device. The example ping identifier outputs
the ping data to the payload change i1dentifier 310 11 the ping
identifier 305 determines that the ping 1s not the first ping
from the client/device.

The example payload change identifier 310 of the 1llus-
trated example of FIG. 3 accesses the ping from the ping
identifier 300 when the payload data of the ping indicates the
ping 1s not a first ping from the device/client. The example
payload change identifier 310 determines if the payload data
from the ping indicates a change 1n content, such as a change
in genre, program name, or episode name. However, other
categories of content may additionally or alternatively be
used. In examples disclosed herein, genre 1s defined to be a
subcategory of media content (e.g., action, comedy, mystery,
etc.), program name 1s defined to be a descriptor of the name
of the media program such as, for example, a television
program (e.g., Game of Thrones, Saturday Night Live, etc.),
and episode name 1s defined to be a descriptor of the
program name that indicated the name of the episode of the
program (e.g., episode 1, 101, ep. 4, etc.). However, the
genre, program name, and episode name are not limited to
these examples, and other examples of the content categories
may additionally or alternatively be used in determiming a
change in content. The example payload change identifier
310 determines 1f there 1s a change in the payload data
depending on the partitioning scheme being used by the
session partitioner 200. For example, 1 the session parti-
tioner 200 1s partitioning viewing sessions based on genre,
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then the payload change identifier 310 determines 1t there
are changes in the genre content of the payload data from the
received ping. For example, 11 the payload data indicates that
the genre of the media changed from action to comedy, the
example payload change i1dentifier 310 would indicate that
there was a change in the payload data. In examples dis-
closed herein, the payload change identifier 310 may use any
combination of the partitioning criteria (e.g. genre, program
name, episode name, etc.) when determiming a change in
content of the payload data. The example payload change
identifier 310 outputs the ping to the start ping 1dentifier 3235
il the payload change 1dentifier 310 determines that there 1s
a change 1n the content of the payload data based on the
partitioning scheme. The example payload change 1dentifier
310 output the ping data to the ping timer 315 11 the payload
change 1dentifier 310 determines there was no change in the
content of the payload data based on the partitioning
scheme.

The example ping timer 315 of the 1llustrated example of
FIG. 3 accesses the ping from the payload change 1dentifier
310 when the payload data of the ping indicates no change
in the media characteristic(s) according to the partitioning
scheme 1implemented by the payload change i1dentifier 310.
The example ping timer 315 1s provided to determine the
time difference between the current ping and the preceding
ping. The example ping timer 315 calculates the amount of
time between the current ping and the preceding ping using,
the ping data. In some examples, a ping includes one or more
time stamps corresponding to a time or times at which the
ping was transmitted by and/or received from the media
device 110. In the illustrated example, the ping timer 3135
determines the difference between the time stamp(s) of the
current ping and the time stamp(s) of the preceding ping, and
outputs the difference to the threshold detector 320.

The example threshold detector 320 of the illustrated
example of FIG. 3 accesses the ping and the time difference

between the ping and the preceding ping from the ping timer
315. The threshold detector 320 accesses a threshold value

from the threshold calculator 205 of the example FIG. 2. The
example threshold detector 320 determines whether the time
difference between the accessed ping and the preceding ping
satisfies the threshold value. For example, threshold detector
320 determines whether the time difference between the
accessed ping and the preceding ping 1s greater than or equal
to the threshold value. The example threshold detector 320
outputs the ping data to the start ping i1dentifier 325 i1 the
time difference determined by the ping timer 315 1s greater
than or equal to the threshold value from the threshold
calculator 205. The example threshold detector 320 output
the ping data to the end plng identifier 330 1f the time
difference determined by the ping timer 315 1s less than the
threshold value from the threshold calculator 2085.

The example start ping identifier 325 of the illustrated
example of FIG. 3 accesses the ping from the ping identifier
300, the payload change identifier 310, or the threshold
detector 320 when the ping 1s 1indicated to be the start ping
for a new viewing session. The example start ping identifier
325 labels the ping as a start ping for the new viewing
session. This label may be a flag that 1s attached to the ping
to signily the ping as a start ping for a viewing session.
However, other labels may additionally or alternatively be
used such as, for example, the addition of a special character
to the ping data, highlighting the ping data, etc. The start
ping identifier 325 outputs the ping data to the duration
calculator 335 when a viewing session duration needs to be
calculated. The viewing session duration 1s calculated once
an end ping 1s found for the viewing session.
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The example end ping i1dentifier 330 of the illustrated
example of FIG. 3 accesses the ping from the threshold
detector 320 when the ping 1s indicated to not be the start
ping for a new viewing session. The example end ping
identifier 330 stores the accessed ping as a candidate end
ping for the viewing session. If a next ping after the accessed
ping 1s labeled a start ping for a new viewing session by the
example start ping identifier 325, the example end ping
identifier 330 labels the accessed ping as an end ping for the
prior viewing session. The label may be a flag that 1s
attached to the ping data to signify the ping as an end ping
for a viewing session. However, other labels may addition-
ally or alternatively be used such as, for example, the
addition of a special character to the ping data, highlighting
the ping data, etc. If the next ping after the accessed ping 1s
not labeled a start ping for a new viewing session by the
example start ping identifier 325, the example end ping
identifier discards the stored candidate end ping and stores
the next ping as a candidate end ping. The end ping 1dentifier
330 outputs the ping data of the labeled end ping to the
duration calculator 335.

The example duration calculator 335 of the illustrated
example of FIG. 3 accesses the ping data from the start ping
identifier 325 and the ping data from the end ping 1dentifier
330. The example duration calculator 330 takes the difler-
ence 1n time between the ping from the start ping identifier
325 and the ping from the end ping identifier 330. This time
difference 1s determined to be the overall duration of the
viewing session. The example duration calculator 335 out-
puts the viewing session duration to the duration adjuster
340.

The example duration adjuster 340 of the illustrated
example of FIG. 3 1s provided to determine whether addi-
tional time 1s to be added to the viewing session duration
calculated by the duration calculator 335. The example
duration adjuster 340 generates a probability distribution of
end durations from the panel data in the panel database 135.
The panel data includes information on the general trends 1n
viewing session durations across panelists from different
demographic categories (e.g., age, gender, etc.). The panel
data also includes the payload data information on the
viewing session durations (e.g., the program name, episode
name, genre, etc.). The example duration adjuster 340 gen-
crates a probability distribution that reflects the viewing
session durations from different panelists. For example, the
probability distribution might reflect the viewing session
durations for the same episode of a program that different
panelists all watched. The example probability distribution
may reflect that the viewing session duration that occurred
the most for that particular episode of a program across the
panelists has the highest probability of occurring. In the
illustrated example, the probability distribution from the
duration adjuster 240 reflects the end durations for difierent
programs, episodes, genres, etc. that occur the most across
the panelists. The example duration adjuster 340 randomly
selects an end duration from the range of possible end
durations according to the generated probability distribution.
The example duration adjuster 340 adds the selected end
duration to the time of the end ping in the viewing session.
An end duration 1 examples disclosed herein 1s the addi-
tional duration of time after the last ping of the viewing
session, and 1s included 1nto the viewing session duration.
The end duration selected by the duration adjuster 340 1s
added to the time of the end ping 1n order to account for the
likelihood that the viewing session ended a certain amount
of time after the labeled end ping of the viewing session. The
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example duration adjuster 340 outputs the new viewing
session duration to the session partition selector 210 of FIG.
2.

While an example manner of implementing the session
builder 105 of FIG. 1 1s illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, one or
more of the elements, processes and/or devices illustrated in
FIGS. 2 and 3 may be combined, divided, re-arranged,
omitted, eliminated and/or implemented 1n any other way.
Further, the example session partitioner 200, the example
threshold calculator 205, the example session partition
selector 210, the example ping 1dentifier 300, the example
payload change 1dentifier 310, the example ping timer 315,
the example threshold detector 320, the example start ping
identifier 3235, the example end ping identifier 330, the
example duration calculator 335, the example duration
adjuster 340 and/or, more generally, the example session
builder 105 of FIG. 1 may be implemented by hardware,
soltware, firmware and/or any combination of hardware,
solftware and/or firmware. Thus, for example, any of the
example session partitioner 200, the example threshold
calculator 203, the example session partition selector 210,
the example ping 1dentifier 300, the example payload change
identifier 310, the example ping timer 315, the example
threshold detector 320, the example start ping identifier 325,
the example end ping identifier 330, the example duration
calculator 333, the example duration adjuster 340 and/or,
more generally, the example session builder 105 could be
implemented by one or more analog or digital circuit(s),
logic circuits, programmable processor(s), programmable
controller(s), graphics processing unit(s) (GPU(s)), digital
signal processor(s) (DSP(s)), application specific integrated
circuit(s) (ASIC(s)), programmable logic device(s) (PLD(s))
and/or field programmable logic device(s) (FPLD(s)). When
reading any of the apparatus or system claims of this patent
to cover a purely software and/or firmware implementation,
at least one of the example session partitioner 200, the
example threshold calculator 205, the example session par-
tition selector 210, the example ping identifier 300, the
example payload change identifier 310, the example ping
timer 315, the example threshold detector 320, the example
start ping 1dentifier 325, the example end ping identifier 330,
the example duration calculator 335, and/or the example
duration adjuster 340 1s/are hereby expressly defined to
include a non-transitory computer readable storage device or
storage disk such as a memory, a digital versatile disk
(DVD), a compact disk (CD), a Blu-ray disk, etc. including
the software and/or firmware. Further still, the example
session builder 105 of FIG. 1 may include one or more
clements, processes and/or devices 1n addition to, or instead
of, those illustrated 1n FIGS. 2 and 3, and/or may include
more than one of any or all of the illustrated elements,
processes and devices. As used herein, the phrase “in
communication,” including variations thereof, encompasses
direct communication and/or indirect communication
through one or more mtermediary components, and does not
require direct physical (e.g., wired) communication and/or
constant communication, but rather additionally includes
selective communication at periodic intervals, scheduled
intervals, aperiodic intervals, and/or one-time events.

A flowchart representative of example hardware logic,
machine readable 1nstructions, hardware implemented state
machines, and/or any combination thereof for implementing,
the session builder 105 of FIG. 1 1s shown 1n FIGS. 4. 5§, 6,
7, and 8. The machine readable instructions may be one or
more executable programs or portion(s) ol an executable
program for execution by a computer processor such as the
processor 912 shown 1n the example processor platiorm 900
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discussed below 1n connection with FIG. 9. The program
may be embodied 1n software stored on a non-transitory
computer readable storage medium such as a CD-ROM, a
floppy disk, a hard drive, a DVD, a Blu-ray disk, or a
memory associated with the processor 912, but the entire
program and/or parts thereof could alternatively be executed
by a device other than the processor 912 and/or embodied in
firmware or dedicated hardware. Further, although the
example program 1s described with reference to the tlow-
chart illustrated in FIGS. 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, many other
methods of implementing the example session builder 1035
may alternatively be used. For example, the order of execu-
tion of the blocks may be changed, and/or some of the blocks
described may be changed, eliminated, or combined. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, any or all of the blocks may be
implemented by one or more hardware circuits (e.g., discrete
and/or integrated analog and/or digital circuitry, an FPGA,
an ASIC, a comparator, an operational-amplifier (op-amp), a
logic circuit, etc.) structured to perform the corresponding
operation without executing software or firmware.

The machine readable istructions described herein may
be stored 1n one or more of a compressed format, an
encrypted format, a fragmented format, a compiled format,
an executable format, a packaged format, etc. Machine
readable instructions as described herein may be stored as
data (e.g., portions of instructions, code, representations of
code, etc.) that may be utilized to create, manufacture,
and/or produce machine executable instructions. For
example, the machine readable instructions may be frag-
mented and stored on one or more storage devices and/or
computing devices (e.g., servers). The machine readable
instructions may require one or more of installation, modi-
fication, adaptation, updating, combimng, supplementing,
configuring, decryption, decompression, unpacking, distri-
bution, reassignment, compilation, etc. 1 order to make
them directly readable, interpretable, and/or executable by a
computing device and/or other machine. For example, the
machine readable instructions may be stored in multiple
parts, which are idividually compressed, encrypted, and
stored on separate computing devices, wherein the parts

when decrypted, decompressed, and combined form a set of
executable instructions that implement a program such as
that described herein.

In another example, the machine readable instructions
may be stored 1n a state 1n which they may be read by a
computer, but require addition of a library (e.g., a dynamic
link library (DLL)), a software development kit (SDK), an
application programming interface (API), etc. in order to
execute the mstructions on a particular computing device or
other device. In another example, the machine readable
instructions may need to be configured (e.g., settings stored,
data input, network addresses recorded, etc.) before the
machine readable mstructions and/or the corresponding pro-
gram(s) can be executed in whole or i part. Thus, the
disclosed machine readable mstructions and/or correspond-
ing program(s) are mntended to encompass such machine
readable instructions and/or program(s) regardless of the
particular format or state of the machine readable nstruc-
tions and/or program(s) when stored or otherwise at rest or
in transit.

The machine readable instructions described herein can
be represented by any past, present, or future instruction
language, scripting language, programming language, etc.
For example, the machine readable instructions may be
represented using any of the following languages: C, C++,
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Java, C #, Perl, Python. JavaScript, HyperText Markup
Language (HTML), Structured Query Language (SQL),
Swilt, etc.

As mentioned above, the example processes of FIGS. 4,
5, 6,7, and 8 may be implemented using executable instruc-
tions (e.g., computer and/or machine readable 1nstructions)
stored on a non-transitory computer and/or machine read-
able medium such as a hard disk dnive, a flash memory, a
read-only memory, a compact disk, a digital versatile disk,
a cache, a random-access memory and/or any other storage
device or storage disk 1n which information 1s stored for any
duration (e.g., for extended time periods, permanently, for
brief instances, for temporarily buflering, and/or for caching,
of the information). As used herein, the term non-transitory
computer readable medium 1s expressly defined to include
any type ol computer readable storage device and/or storage
disk and to exclude propagating signals and to exclude
transmission media.

“Including” and “comprising” (and all forms and tenses
thereol) are used heremn to be open ended terms. Thus,
whenever a claim employs any form of “include” or “com-
prise” (e.g., comprises, includes, comprising, including,
having, etc.) as a preamble or within a claim recitation of
any kind, it 1s to be understood that additional elements,
terms, etc. may be present without falling outside the scope
of the corresponding claim or recitation. As used herein,
when the phrase “at least” 1s used as the transition term 1n,
for example, a preamble of a claim, it 1s open-ended 1n the
same manner as the term “comprising” and “including” are
open ended. The term *“and/or” when used, for example, 1n

a form such as A, B, and/or C refers to any combination or
subset of A, B, C such as (1) A alone, (2) B alone, (3) C

alone, (4) A with B, (5) A with C. (6) B with C, and (7) A
with B and with C. As used herein in the context of
describing structures, components, items, objects and/or
things, the phrase “at least one of A and B” 1s intended to
refer to implementations mcluding any of (1) at least one A,
(2) at least one B, and (3) at least one A and at least one B.
Similarly, as used herein 1n the context of describing struc-
tures, components, 1tems, objects and/or things, the phrase
“at least one of A or B” 1s intended to refer to implemen-
tations including any of (1) at least one A, (2) at least one B,
and (3) at least one A and at least one B. As used herein 1n
the context of describing the performance or execution of
processes, 1nstructions, actions, activities and/or steps, the
phrase “at least one of A and B” 1s intended to refer to
implementations including any of (1) at least one A, (2) at
least one B, and (3) at least one A and at least one B.
Similarly, as used herein 1 the context of describing the
performance or execution of processes, mstructions, actions,
activities and/or steps, the phrase “at least one of A or B” 1s
intended to refer to implementations including any of (1) at
least one A, (2) at least one B. and (3) at least one A and at
least one B.

As used herein, singular references (e.g., “a” “an”, “first”,
“second”, etc.) do not exclude a plurality. The term “a” or
“an” enftity, as used herein, refers to one or more of that
entity. The terms “a” (or “an’), “one or more”, and “at least
one” can be used interchangeably herein. Furthermore,
although individually listed, a plurality of means, elements
or method actions may be implemented by, e.g., a single unit
or processor. Additionally, although 1individual features may
be 1ncluded i different examples or claims, these may
possibly be combined, and the inclusion in diflerent
examples or claims does not imply that a combination of
features 1s not feasible and/or advantageous.
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FIG. 4 1s a flowchart illustrating an example process 400
that 1s representative of example machine-readable 1nstruc-
tions which may be executed to implement the example
session builder 105 of FIG. 2. The program of FIG. 4 begins
execution at block 405 at which the session partitioner 200
accesses the pings and corresponding payload data from the
network 115. At block 410, the threshold calculator 205
accesses the panel data from the panel database 135. The
example threshold calculator 2035 accesses reference view-
ing sessions data from the panel data 1in the panel database
135. At block 420 the threshold calculator 205 calculates
threshold wvalue(s) for the diflerent session partitioning
scheme(s). As described 1n further detail below, the example
flowchart 420 of FIG. 5 represents example instructions that
may be implemented to calculate the threshold value(s) for
the session partitioning scheme(s).

At block 430, the session partitioner 200 uses different
partitioning criteria to build corresponding diflerent viewing
sessions from the ping data. As described 1n further detail
below, the example flowchart 430 of FIG. 6 represents
example instructions that may be implemented to use dii-
ferent partitioning criteria to build corresponding different
viewing sessions ifrom the ping data.

At block 440, the session builder 125 determines 1f the
session building 1s complete. If the session builder 125
determines that the session building 1s completed, then
process 400 continues to block 440. I the session builder
125 determines that the session building 1s not complete vyet,
then process 400 returns to block 430. At block 4350, the
session partition selector 210 performs the viewing session
selection process. As described 1n further detail below, the
example flowchart 450 of FI1G. 8 represents example mstruc-
tions that may be implemented to perform the viewing
session selection.

At block 460, the session partition selector 210 stores the
selected viewing sessions 1n the session database 130. Once
the selected viewing sessions are stored, process 400 ends.

FIG. 5 1s a flowchart illustrating the process 420 of FIG.
4 and 1s representative of example machine-readable mstruc-
tions which may be executed to implement the example
threshold calculator 205 of FIG. 2. The program 420 of FIG.
5 begins execution at block 510 at which the threshold
calculator 205 selects durations from the panel data based on
a first criteria. In the examples disclosed herein, the first
criteria may be a certain percentage of the durations in a
cutoll ranked from highest to lowest in the panel data. For
example, the first criteria may be ten percent of the durations
in the cutofl ranked from highest to lowest 1n the panel data.
However, any other criteria may additionally or alternatively
be used for the first criteria.

At block 520, the threshold calculator 205 calculates an
average value from the selected durations based on the first
criteria. After the average 1s calculated, process 420 contin-
ues to block 530 where the threshold calculator 205 sets the
threshold value to be the average from the selected dura-
tions. Once the threshold value 1s set, process 420 completes
and returns to process 400 of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart illustrating the example process 440
of FIG. 4 that 1s representative of machine-readable mstruc-
tions which may be executed to implement the example
session partitioner 200 of FIG. 3. The program of FIG. 6
begins execution at block 610 at which the session parti-
tioner 200 chooses a partitioning scheme to use when
building viewing sessions. The partitioning scheme may be
chosen to be the genre name, the program name, the episode
name, etc., or any combination thereof, included in the ping
payload data. At block 615, the ping identifier 300 receives
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a ping and corresponding payload data from the network
115. At block 620, the example ping identifier 300 deter-
mines 1f the current ping and corresponding payload data
indicate that the current ping 1s the first ping received from
the client/device. If the example ping identifier 300 deter-
mines that the current ping 1s the first ping from the
client/device, then process 440 continues to block 645 where
the current ping 1s labeled as the start ping of a new viewing,
session. If the example first ping identifier 300 determines
that the current ping 1s not the first ping from the client/
device, then process 440 continues to block 625.

At block 625, the payload change identifier 310 deter-
mines 1f the current ping and corresponding payload data
from the first ping i1dentifier 300 indicate that there has been
a change 1n the payload data. The payload change identifier
310 determines 1f there has been a change in the payload
data for the partitioning scheme chosen at block 610. For
example, 11 the genre name partitioning scheme was chosen
at block 610, the payload change identifier would determine
if there was a change 1n the genre content of the payload
data. If the example payload change identifier 310 deter-
mines that the payload data of the current ping has changed,
then process 440 continues to block 643 at which the current
ping 1s labeled as the start ping of a new viewing session. I
the example payload change 1dentifier 310 determines that
the payload data of the current ping has not changed, then
process 440 continues to block 630.

At block 630, the ping timer 315 determines the time
difference between the current ping and the previous ping
received. At block 635, the threshold detector 320 accesses
a threshold value for a viewing session from the threshold
calculator 205. At block 640, the threshold detector 320
determines 1f the time diflerence between the current ping
and the previous ping calculated by the ping timer 315 is
greater than or equal to the threshold value recerved from the
threshold calculator 205. If the example threshold detector
320 determines that the time difference between the current
ping and the previous ping 1s greater than or equal to the
threshold value, then process 440 continues to block 635
where the previous ping 1s labeled as the end ping of the
existing viewing session and the current ping 1s labeled as
the start ping of a new session. If the example threshold
detector 320 determines that the time difference between the
current ping and the previous ping 1s less than the threshold
value, then process 440 continues to block 650 where the
current ping 1s included 1n the existing viewing session.

At block 645, the current ping 1s set to be the start ping
of a new viewing session. Block 6435 executes when the
current ping and corresponding payload data i1s determined
to be a start ping by the example ping 1dentifier 300 or the
example payload change identifier 310. At block 650, the
current ping 1s mcluded in the existing session. Block 650
executes when the current ping and corresponding payload
data 1s determined to be included 1n the existing session by
the example threshold detector 320. At block 660, the
previous ping 1s set to be the end ping 1n the existing session
and the current ping 1s set to be the start ping of a new
session. Block 660 executes when the current ping and
corresponding payload data 1s determined to be an end ping
by the example threshold detector 320. After execution of
any one of blocks 645, 650, and 655, process 440 continues
to block 660 where the session partitioner 200 determines 11
there 1s a next ping in the ping data set. If the session
partitioner 200 determines that there 1s another ping left in
the ping data set, then the process 440 returns to block 615
where the ping 1dentifier 300 accesses a ping and 1ts corre-
sponding payload data from the ping data set. If the session
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partitioner 200 does not determine that there 1s a next ping
in the ping data set, then process 440 continues to block 665.

At block 665, the session partitioner 200 determines 1f
there are any partitioning schemes left that have not been
run. If the session partitioner 200 determines that there are
partitioning schemes that still need to be run, then process
440 returns to block 610 where the session partitioner 200
selects another partitioning scheme to run. If the session
partitioner 200 determines that there are no partitioming,
schemes leit to run, then process 440 continues to block 670.

At block 670, the duration calculator 335 calculates the
viewing session durations for the diflerent partitioning
scheme(s) run. After block 670, the process 440 returns to
process 400 of FIG. 4.

FIG. 7 1s a flowchart illustrating a process 700 that 1s
representative of machine-readable instructions which may
be executed to implement the duration adjuster 340 of the
session partitioner 200 of FIG. 2. The program of FIG. 7
begins at block 705 at which the duration adjuster 340
accesses the panel data from the panel database 135. At
block 710, the duration adjuster 340 generates a probability
distribution of end durations from the panel data. The panel
data includes information on the general trends 1n viewing
session durations across panelists from different demo-
graphic categories (e.g., age, gender, etc.). The panel data
also includes the payload data information on the viewing
session durations (e.g., the program name, episode name,
genre, etc.). The duration adjuster 340 generates a probabil-
ity distribution from the viewing session duration informa-
tion in the panel data. For example, the probability distri-
bution may reflect the viewing session durations for the
same episode of a program that different panelists all
watched. The example probability distribution may reflect
that the viewing session duration that occurred the most for
that particular episode of a program across the panelists has
the highest probability of occurring. The probability distri-
bution from the duration adjuster 240 reflects the end
durations for different programs, episodes, genres, etc. that
occur the most across the panelists. An end duration 1n
example disclosed herein 1s the duration of time after the last
ping of the viewing session that 1s included into the viewing
session duration. The end duration accounts for the time
between the end ping of one viewing session and the start
ping of a second viewing session.

At block 720, the duration adjuster 340 randomly selects
an end duration according to the probability distribution
generated at block 710. The example duration adjuster 340
randomly selects an end duration from a range of possible
end duration from the probability distribution. At block 730,
the duration adjuster 340 adds the selected end duration to
the time of the end ping to augment the session duration. As
discussed above i1n connection with block 710, the end
duration 1s used to account for the time between the end ping
of one viewing session and the start ping of a second
viewing session. The end duration selected by the duration
adjuster 340 1s added to the time of the end ping 1n order to
account for the likelihood that the viewing session ended a
certain amount of time after the labeled end ping of the
viewing session. After block 730 1s completed, process 700
then ends.

FIG. 8 1s a flowchart illustrating a process 450 that 1s
representative ol machine-readable instructions which may
be executed to implement the session partition selector 210
of FIG. 2. The program of FIG. 8 begins execution at block
810 at which the session partition selector 210 accesses the
different viewing session durations from the selected parti-
tioning scheme(s) from the session partitioner 200. At block
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820, the session partition selector 210 compares one of the
different viewing session durations to a demographics
model. In examples disclosed herein, the demographics
model represents general trends seen in viewing session
durations across different demographics categories
accounted for 1n the panel data from the panel database 135.
For example, the panel data may include viewing session
duration statistics for the demographic of women ages
12-18. The demographics model would retlect the trends
seen 1n the viewing session duration data for women ages
12-18. The example session partition selector 210 compares
one of the possible viewing session durations built 1n the
session partitioner 200 based on the different partitioning
schemes to the demographics model that matches the demo-
graphics of the household that the ping data 1s from.

At block 830, the session partition selector 210 deter-
mines the performance of one of the different viewing
session durations from the demographic model. In example
disclosed herein, the performance may be a percentage value
for how similar the viewing session duration from the
session partitioner 200 1s to the viewing session durations
found 1n the demographics model. For example, the viewing
session duration from the session partitioner 200 may be
80% (or some other value) similar to the expected viewing
session duration based on the demographics model for the
household. However, other determinations of the perior-
mance may additionally or alternatively be used.

At block 840, the session partition selector 210 deter-
mines i there are partitioning schemes left. If the session
partition selector 210 determines that there are partitioning
schemes left, process 450 returns to block 810 where the
session partition selector 210 access different viewing ses-
s1on durations from the selected partitioning schemes. 11 the
session partition selector 210 determines that there are not
any partitioning schemes left, process 450 continues to
block 850.

At block 8350, the session partition selector 210 selects the
viewing session duration based on a performance criterion.
In examples disclosed herein, the performance criterion may
be the highest percentage of similanity across the different
viewing session durations. For example, if there was a
viewing session duration partitioned on genre, another view-
ing session duration partitioned on program name, and a
third viewing session duration partitioned on episode name,
the performance criterion would be which of the three had
the highest percentage of similarity found when compared to
the demographics model at block 840 above. However, any
other performance criterion may additionally or alterna-
tively be used. After the selection of the viewing session
durations, process 450 returns to process 400.

FIG. 9 1s a block diagram of an example processor
plattorm 900 structured to execute the instructions of FIGS.
4,5, 6,7, and 8 to implement the session builder 105 of FIG.
1. The processor platform 900 can be, for example, a server,
a personal computer, a workstation, a seli-learning machine
(e.g., a neural network), a mobile device (e.g., a cell phone,
a smart phone, a tablet such as an 1Pad™), or any other type
of computing device.

The processor platform 900 of the illustrated example
includes a processor 912. The processor 912 of the 1llus-
trated example 1s hardware. For example, the processor 912
can be implemented by one or more integrated circuits, logic
circuits, microprocessors, GPUs, DSPs, or controllers from
any desired family or manufacturer. The hardware processor
may be a semiconductor based (e.g., silicon based) device.
In this example, the processor implements the example
session builder 103, the example session partitioner 200, the
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example threshold calculator 205, the example session par-
tition selector 210, the example ping identifier 300, the
example payload change identifier 310, the example ping
timer 315, the example threshold detector 320, the example
start ping 1dentifier 325, the example end ping 1dentifier 330,
the example duration calculator 335, the example duration
adjuster 340.

The processor 912 of the illustrated example includes a
local memory 913 (e.g., a cache). The processor 912 of the
illustrated example 1s 1 communication with a main
memory including a volatile memory 914 and a non-volatile
memory 916 via a bus 918. The volatile memory 914 may
be implemented by Synchronous Dynamic Random Access
Memory (SDRAM), Dynamic Random Access Memory
(DRAM), RAMBUS® Dynamic Random Access Memory
(RDRAM®) and/or any other type of random access
memory device. The non-volatile memory 916 may be
implemented by flash memory and/or any other desired type
of memory device. Access to the main memory 914, 916 1s
controlled by a memory controller.

The processor plattorm 900 of the 1llustrated example also
includes an interface circuit 920. The interface circuit 920
may be implemented by any type of interface standard, such
as an Fthernet interface, a universal serial bus (USB), a
Bluetooth® interface, a near field communication (NFC)
interface, and/or a PCI express interface.

In the 1llustrated example, one or more mput devices 922
are connected to the interface circuit 920. The input
device(s) 922 permit(s) a user to enter data and/or com-
mands 1nto the processor 912. The mput device(s) can be
implemented by, for example, an audio sensor, a micro-
phone, a camera (still or video), a keyboard, a button, a
mouse, a touchscreen, a track-pad, a trackball, 1sopoint
and/or a voice recognition system.

One or more output devices 924 are also connected to the
interface circuit 920 of the illustrated example. The output
devices 924 can be implemented, for example, by display
devices (e.g., a light emitting diode (LED), an organic light
emitting diode (OLED), a liquid crystal display (LCD), a
cathode ray tube display (CRT), an in-place switching (IPS)
display, a touchscreen, etc.), a tactile output device, a printer
and/or speaker. The interface circuit 920 of the illustrated
example, thus, typically includes a graphics driver card, a
graphics driver chip and/or a graphics driver processor.

The terface circuit 920 of the illustrated example also
includes a communication device such as a transmitter, a
receiver, a transceiver, a modem, a residential gateway, a
wireless access point, and/or a network interface to facilitate
exchange of data with external machines (e.g., computing
devices of any kind) via a network 926. The communication
can be via, for example, an Fthernet connection, a digital
subscriber line (DSL) connection, a telephone line connec-
tion, a coaxial cable system, a satellite system, a line-of-site
wireless system, a cellular telephone system, etc.

The processor platform 900 of the illustrated example also
includes one or more mass storage devices 928 for storing
soltware and/or data. Examples of such mass storage devices
928 include floppy disk drives, hard drive disks, compact
disk drives, Blu-ray disk drives, redundant array of inde-
pendent disks (RAID) systems, and digital versatile disk
(DVD) drives. In some examples, the mass storage device(s)
928 can implement the session database 130 and/or the panel
database 135. In some examples, the volatile memory 914
can additionally or alternatively be used to implement the
session database 130 and/or the panel database 135.

The machine executable instructions 932 of FIGS. 4, 5, 6,
7 and/or 8 may be stored 1n the mass storage device 928, 1n
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the volatile memory 914, in the non-volatile memory 916,
and/or on a removable non-transitory computer readable
storage medium such as a CD or DVD.

From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that example
methods, apparatus and articles of manufacture have been
disclosed that build viewing session from ping-level data.
The disclosed methods, apparatus and articles of manufac-
ture improve the ethiciency of using a computing device by
providing the ability to build viewing sessions from ping-
level data according to different partitioning schemes. The
disclosed methods, apparatus, and articles of manufacture
build viewing sessions according to changes in the content
being viewed by a media device. The disclosed methods,
apparatus and articles of manufacture are accordingly
directed to one or more improvement(s ) in the functioning of
a computer.

Although certain example methods, apparatus and articles
of manufacture have been disclosed herein, the scope of
coverage of this patent 1s not limited thereto. On the con-
trary, this patent covers all methods, apparatus and articles
of manufacture fairly falling within the scope of the claims
of this patent.

The following claims are hereby incorporated into this
Detailed Description by this reference, with each claim

standing on 1ts own as a separate embodiment of the present
disclosure.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. An apparatus to build a session from ping-level data,
the apparatus comprising:
a threshold calculator to determine a threshold based on
reference sessions represented n panel data obtained
from panel meters; and
a session partitioner to:
determine 11 a first ping from a device corresponds to a
start ping of the session based on (1) the threshold
and (11) first payload data from the first ping;

determine 11 a second ping from the device corresponds
to an end ping of the session based on (1) the
threshold and (11) second payload data from the
second ping; and

determine a duration of the session based on a difler-
ence between a first time associated with the first
ping and a second time associated with the second
ping.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the threshold cal-
culator determines the threshold based on an average of
durations of reference sessions represented 1n the panel data.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the session parti-
tioner 1s to determine the first ping corresponds to the start
ping when at least one of (1) the first ping 1s an mnitial ping
received from the device, (11) the first payload data indicates
a change 1n session partitioning, or (111) a time difference
between the first ping and a preceding third ping satisfies the
threshold.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the session parti-
tioner 1s to:

determine the second ping 1s included 1n the session when
a time diflerence between a third ping and the second
ping does not satisty the threshold, the third ping
received between the first ping and the second ping;
and

determine the second ping corresponds to the end ping of
the session when a time difference between the second
ping and a fourth ping satisfies the threshold, the fourth
ping received after the second ping.
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5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the session parti-
tioner 1s to:
generate a probability distribution of end durations from
panel data;
select a first end duration from a range of possible end
durations based on the probability distribution; and
add the first end duration to the second time of the second

ping.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the session 1s a first
session, and the session partitioner 1s to determine a plurality
of possible sessions from the ping-level data based on
different partitioning schemes executed 1n parallel, the plu-
rality of possible sessions including the first session.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein a first one of the
partitioning schemes 1s based on a change in genre content
in the first payload data, a second one of the partitioning
schemes 1s based on a change 1n program name 1n the first
payload data, and a third one of the partitioning schemes 1s
based on a change 1n episode name 1n the first payload data.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, further including a session
partition selector to select the session from the plurality of
possible sessions based on a performance criterion.

9. A method to build a session from ping-level data, the
method comprising:

determining, by executing an mstruction with a processor,

a threshold based on reference sessions represented 1n
panel data obtained from panel meters;

determiming, by executing an mstruction with a processor,

that a first ping from a device corresponds to a start
ping of the session based on (1) the threshold and (11)
first payload data from the first ping;
determining, by executing an mstruction with a processor,
that a second ping from the device corresponds to an
end ping of the session based on (1) the threshold and
(11) second payload data from the second ping; and

determining, by executing an mstruction with a processor,
a duration of the session based on a difference between
a first time associated with the first ping and a second
time associated with the second ping.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the determining of the
threshold includes determining the threshold based on an
average of durations of reference sessions represented in the
panel data.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the determining of the
duration of the session 1ncludes:

generating a probability distribution of end durations from

panel data;

selecting a first end duration from a range of possible end

durations based on the probability distribution; and
adding the first end duration to the second time of the
second ping.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the session 1s a first
session, and further including determining a plurality of
possible sessions from the ping-level data based on different
partitioning schemes executed 1n parallel, the plurality of
possible sessions including the first session.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein a first one of the
partitioning schemes 1s based on a change in genre content
in the first payload data, a second one of the partitioning
schemes 1s based on a change 1n program name 1n the first
payload data, and a third one of the partitioning schemes 1s
based on a change 1n episode name 1n the first payload data.

14. The method of claim 13, further including selecting
the session from the plurality of possible sessions based on
a performance criterion.

15. At least one non-transitory computer readable medium
comprising instructions that, when executed, cause at least
one processor to at least:
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determine a threshold based on reference sessions repre-

sented 1n panel data obtained from panel meters;

determine that a first ping from a device corresponds to a

start ping of a session based on (1) the threshold and (11)
first payload data from the {first ping;
determine that a second ping from the device corresponds
to an end ping of the session based on (1) the threshold
and (1) second payload data from the second ping; and

determine a duration of the session based on a difference
between a first time associated with the first ping and a
second time associated with the second ping.

16. The at least one non-transitory computer readable
medium of claim 15, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the at least one processor to determine the
threshold based on an average of durations of reference
sessions represented in the panel data.

17. The at least one non-transitory computer readable
medium of claim 15, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the at least one processor to:

generate a probability distribution of end durations from

panel data;

select a first end duration from a range of possible end

durations based on the probability distribution; and
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add the first end duration to the second time of the second

ping.

18. The at least one non-transitory computer readable
medium of claim 15, wherein the session 1s a first session,
and wherein the instructions, when executed, cause that at
least one processor to determine a plurality of possible
sessions from ping-level data based on diflerent partitioning
schemes executed 1n parallel, the plurality of possible ses-
sions including the first session.

19. The at least one non-transitory computer readable
medium of claim 18, wherein a first one of the partitioming
schemes 1s based on a change 1n genre content in the first
payload data, a second one of the partitioning schemes 1s
based on a change 1n program name 1n the first payload data,
and a third one of the partitioning schemes 1s based on a
change 1n episode name 1n the first payload data.

20. The at least one non-transitory computer readable
medium of claim 19, wherein the instructions, when
executed cause at least one processor to select the session
from the plurality of possible sessions based on a perfor-
mance criterion.




	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

