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METHOD FOR MANUFACTURING
NICKEL-METAL HYDRIDE BATTERY AND
NICKEL-METAL HYDRIDE BATTERY

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This non-provisional application claims priority to Japa-

nese Patent Application 2017-247501 filed on Dec. 25,
2017, with the Japan Patent Oflice, the entire contents of
which are hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

Field

The present disclosure relates to a technique for increas-
ing the capacity of a nickel-metal hydride battery.

Description of the Background Art

Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2014-207789 discloses
a technique for restoring the capacity of a nickel-metal
hydride battery. In this techmique, a nickel-metal hydride
battery including a negative electrode having a deteriorated
discharging capacity 1s overcharged to supply the negative
clectrode with hydrogen. Accordingly, the discharging
capacity of the negative electrode can be restored, thereby
restoring the capacity of the entire battery.

SUMMARY

In the technique disclosed in Japanese Patent Laying-
Open No. 2014-207789, the nickel-metal hydride battery 1s
overcharged to supply the negative electrode with hydrogen,
thereby restoring the discharging capacity of the negative
clectrode.

However, the capacity of the nickel-metal hydride battery
1s deteriorated due to not only the deterioration of the
capacity of the negative electrode but also deterioration of
the capacity of a positive electrode. Depending on how the
nickel-metal hydride battery 1s used, the deterioration of the
positive electrode may be dominant. When the deterioration
of the positive electrode 1s dominant, 1t 1s concerned that the
capacity of the mickel-metal hydride battery cannot be
cllectively restored by the technique disclosed in Japanese
Patent Laying-Open No. 2014-207789.

The present disclosure has been made to solve the above-
described problem, and has an object to increase the capacity
ol a positive electrode of a nickel-metal hydnide battery.

(1) A method for manufacturing a nickel-metal hydride
battery according to the present disclosure includes: prepar-
ing a first mckel-metal hydride battery having a positive
clectrode including nickel hydroxide; and manufacturing a
second nickel-metal hydride battery by charging the first
nickel-metal hydride battery to change, into nickel oxade, at
least part of the nickel hydroxide in the positive electrode of
the first nickel-metal hydride battery. Nickel in the nickel
oxide has a valence of more than 3.

According to the above-described method, by charging
the first nickel-metal hydride battery in the manufacturing of
the second nickel-metal hydride battery, the part of the
nickel hydroxide (N1(OH),) included in the positive elec-
trode of the first nickel-metal hydrnide battery 1s changed 1nto
the nickel oxide (for example, N1OOK, ;). The nickel 1n the
nickel oxide (for example, N1OOK, ;) has a valence of more
than 3. That 1s, the nickel in the nickel oxide after the change
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has a valence (for example, 3.66) that 1s larger than “2”
which 1s the valence of the nickel in the original nickel oxide

(N1(OH),), and larger than “3” which 1s the valence of mickel

in nickel oxyhydroxide (N1OOH) that may be also generated
during normal charging. Therefore, a capacity for accepting
hydrogen in the positive electrode of the second nickel-
metal hydride battery manufactured in the manufacturing of
the second nickel-metal hydride battery becomes larger than
a capacity for accepting hydrogen in the positive electrode
of the first nickel-metal hydride battery. As a result, the
capacity of the positive electrode of the nickel-metal hydride
battery can be increased.

(2) In a certain embodiment, an amount of electric power
supplied to the first nickel-metal hydride battery in the
manufacturing of the second nickel-metal hydride battery 1s
more than or equal to 600% of a rated capacity of the first
nickel-metal hydride battery.

According to the above-described embodiment, the
capacity of the positive electrode can be increased by
supplying the first nickel-metal hydride battery with the
amount of electric power of more than or equal to 600% of
the rated capacity of the first nickel-metal hydride battery in
the manufacturing of the second nickel-metal hydride bat-
tery in order to cause the above-described structural change
of the positive electrode.

(3) In a certain embodiment, the positive electrode of the
first nickel-metal hydride battery further includes, 1n addi-
tion to the nickel hydroxide, nickel oxide deactivated due to
deterioration.

According to the above-described embodiment, by charg-
ing, 1n the manufacturing of the second nickel-metal hydride
battery, the first mickel-metal hydride battery having the
positive electrode including the nickel oxide (N1,0,) deac-
tivated due to the deterioration, remaining nickel hydroxide
(N1(OH),) having not been deactivated yet can be changed
into nickel oxide (for example, N1OOK, ;). Accordingly, the
capacity of the positive electrode of the first nickel-metal
hydride battery can be restored.

(4) Another method for manufacturing a nickel-metal
hydride battery according to the present disclosure includes:
preparing a first nickel-metal hydrnide battery having a
positive electrode including nickel hydroxide; and manufac-
turing a second nickel-metal hydride battery by supplying
the first nickel-metal hydride battery with an amount of
clectric power of more than or equal to 600% of a rated
capacity of the first nickel-metal hydride battery.

According to the above-described method, it 1s presumed
that by supplying the first nickel-metal hydride battery with
the amount of electric power of more than or equal to 600%
of the rated capacity of the first nickel-metal hydride battery
in the manufacturing of the second nickel-metal hydride
battery, part of nickel hydroxide (N1(OH),) included 1n the
positive electrode of the first nickel-metal hydride battery 1s
changed 1nto nickel oxide (for example, NiOOK, ;). Nickel
in the nickel oxide (for example, NiOOKl ) has a valence
of more than 3. That 1s, the nickel 1n the nmickel oxide after
the change has a valence (for example, 3.66) that 1s larger
than “2”, which 1s the valence of the nickel i the nickel
oxide (NI(OH)Z) before the change and larger than *“37,
which 1s the valence thereof in the nickel oxyhydroxide
(N1OOH) that may be also generated during normal charg-
ing. Therefore, a capacity for accepting hydrogen in the
positive electrode of the second nickel-metal hydride battery
manufactured i the manufacturing of the second nickel-
metal hydride battery becomes larger than a capacity for
accepting hydrogen in the positive electrode of the first
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nickel-metal hydride battery. As a result, the capacity of the
positive electrode of the nickel-metal hydride battery can be
increased.

(5) A nickel-metal hydride battery according to the pres-
ent disclosure includes a positive electrode. The positive
clectrode includes nickel hydroxide and mickel oxide. Nickel
in the nickel oxide has a valence of more than 3.

The positive electrode of the mickel-metal hydride battery
includes not only the nickel hydroxide (N1(OH),) but also
the nickel oxide (for example, N1OOK, ;). Nickel in the
nickel oxide has a valence (for example, 3.66) that 1s larger
than “2” which 1s the valence of nickel 1n the mickel oxide
(N1(OH),), and larger than “3” which 1s the valence thereof
in nickel oxyhydroxide (N1OOH) that may be also generated
during normal charging. Therefore, the nickel-metal hydride
battery according to the present disclosure has a larger
capacity for accepting hydrogen in the positive electrode
than that of a conventional nickel-metal hydride battery
having a positive electrode including no nickel oxide (for
example, N1OOK, ;). As a result, there can be obtained a
nickel-metal hydride battery including a positive electrode
having a capacity increased as compared with that 1n the
conventional technique.

The foregoing and other objects, features, aspects and
advantages ol the present disclosure will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the
present disclosure when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically shows an exemplary entire configu-
ration of a nickel-metal hydride battery and a charging/
discharging device.

FIG. 2 shows exemplary charging/discharging curves
when a test 1s conducted to confirm an increase of capacity
by 600% overcharging.

FIG. 3 shows a result of the test conducted to confirm the
increase of capacity by the 600% overcharging.

FIG. 4 1s a flowchart showing a procedure of a method
(re-manufacturing method) for manufacturing the nickel-
metal hydride battery.

DESCRIPTION

The following describes embodiments of the present
disclosure with reference to figures in detail. It should be
noted that the same or corresponding portions in the figures
are given the same reference characters and are not
described repeatedly.

FIG. 1 schematically shows an exemplary entire configu-
ration of a nickel-metal hydride battery 200 and a charging/
discharging device 1 used i a manufacturing method
according to the present embodiment.

It should be noted that the following describes a method
(re-manufacturing method) for re-manufacturing nickel-
metal hydride battery 200 by using charging/discharging
device 1 to restore the capacity ol nickel-metal hydride
battery 200 having been deteriorated due to use (repeated
charging and discharging). However, the manufacturing
method according to the present disclosure 1s not limitedly
applied to the re-manufacturing method. For example, the
manufacturing method according to the present disclosure 1s
applicable to a method (manufacturing method) for manu-
facturing a finished product of nickel-metal hydride battery
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200 by increasing the capacity of an unfinished (unused)
nickel-metal hydride battery 200 using charging/discharging
device 1.

Nickel-metal hydride battery 200 includes a positive
clectrode terminal 210 and a negative electrode terminal
220. An internal structure of nickel-metal hydride battery
200 before applying the manufacturing method according to
the present disclosure 1s equivalent to that of a known
nickel-metal hydride battery. That 1s, although not shown in
the figure, nickel-metal hydride battery 200 includes a
positive electrode plate, a negative electrode plate, and an
clectrolyte solution that ionically combines them with each
other. The positive electrode plate includes a positive elec-
trode active material including nickel hydroxide (N1(OH),).
The negative electrode plate includes a hydrogen storage
alloy. Moreover, the electrolyte solution 1s an alkaline aque-
ous solution mcluding KOH.

Charging/discharging device 1 1s configured to charge and
discharge nickel-metal hydride battery 200. Charging/dis-
charging device 1 includes a charger/discharger 10, mea-
surement terminals T1, T2, lead wires L1, 1.2, and a con-
troller 100.

Measurement terminals T1, T2 are respectively connect-
able to positive electrode terminal 210 and negative elec-
trode terminal 220 of nickel-metal hydrnide battery 200.
Measurement terminals T1, T2 are connected to charger/
discharger 10 by lead wires L1, L2.

When measurement terminals T1, T2 are connected to
positive electrode terminal 210 and negative electrode ter-
minal 220 of nickel-metal hydride battery 200 as a result of,
for example, an operator’s manual operation, nickel-metal
hydride battery 200 1s brought into such a state that nickel-
metal hydride battery 200 can be charged and discharged by
charger/discharger 10. In this state, charger/discharger 10 1s
operated 1in accordance with a control signal from controller
100 to charge and discharge nickel-metal hydride battery
200.

Further, a voltage sensor 11 and a current sensor 12 are
provided 1n charging/discharging device 1. Voltage sensor
11 measures voltage between lead wires L1, L2 (voltage
between positive electrode terminal 210 and negative elec-
trode terminal 220 of nickel-metal hydride battery 200) and
transmits the measurement result to controller 100. Current
sensor 12 measures current flowing in lead wire L1 (current
flowing between nickel-metal hydride battery 200 and char-
ger/discharger 10) and transmits the measurement result to
controller 100. It should be noted that when a monitoring
unit including a voltage sensor, a current sensor, and the like
1s included 1n nickel-metal hydride battery 200, information
from the monitoring unit may be transmitted to controller
100.

Controller 100 includes a CPU (Central Processing Unit)

and a memory (not shown), and controls charger/discharger
10 based on information stored in the memory or informa-
tion from each of sensors 11, 12.
The re-manufacturing method according to the present
embodiment 1s a method for re-manufacturing nickel-metal
hydride battery 200 having a capacity restored by using
charging/discharging device 1 to overcharge nickel-metal
hydride battery 200 having a deteriorated capacity. Herein-
alter, the re-manufacturing method according to the present
embodiment will be described 1n detail.

<Method for Re-Manufacturing Nickel-Metal Hydnde
Battery 200>

The capacity of a nickel-metal hydride battery can be
deteriorated gradually due to use thereof. It 1s considered
that one of the causes of the deterioration of the capacity 1s
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deterioration of the capacity of a negative electrode due to
dissociation of hydrogen from a hydrogen storage alloy of
the negative electrode. In the technique disclosed 1n Japa-
nese Patent Laying-Open No. 2014-207789, the nickel-
metal hydride battery 1s overcharged to supply the negative
clectrode with hydrogen, thereby restoring the capacity of
the negative electrode.

However, the capacity of the nickel-metal hydride battery
1s deteriorated due to not only the deterioration of the
capacity of the negative electrode but also deterioration of
the capacity of a positive electrode. Specifically, part of
nickel hydroxide (Ni(OH),), which 1s a positive electrode
active material, becomes nickel oxide (N1,0,) due to the
deterioration and 1s accordingly deactivated. Accordingly,
the capacity of the positive electrode may be deteriorated.

When the deterioration of the capacity of the positive
clectrode 1s dominant, 1t 1s concerned that the capacity of the
nickel-metal hydride battery cannot be eflectively restored
even though the discharging capacity of the negative elec-
trode 1s restored by performing overcharging in the conven-
tional manner 1n order to supply the negative electrode with
hydrogen as disclosed 1in Japanese Patent Laying-Open No.
2014-207789.

As aresult of experiments and examinations conducted by
the inventors of the present application to solve such a
problem, 1t has been found that the deteriorated capacity of
the positive electrode of the mickel-metal hydride battery can
be restored by performing a process (hereinafter, also
referred to as “600% overcharging”) for supplying the
nickel-metal hydride battery with an amount of electric
power of 600% of the rated capacity of the nickel-metal
hydride battery. Hereinafter, this point will be described.

In normal charging (charging in which the nickel-metal
hydride battery 1s supplied with an amount of electric power
of less than the rated capacity), nickel hydroxide (N1{OH), ),
which 1s a positive electrode active material, 1s changed to
nickel oxyhydroxide (N1OOH).

However, when the 600% overcharging 1s performed, 1t 1s
presumed that part of the nickel hydroxide (Ni(OH),)
becomes nickel oxyhydroxide (N1iOOH), which 1s then
changed 1nto nickel oxide (N1OOK, ;). That 1s, it 1s pre-
sumed that by performing the 600% overcharging, a reaction
shown 1n the following formula (1) takes place in the
positive electrode:

Ni(OH),—NiOOK, 4+5/3H* Formula (1)

The nickel (N1) included 1n the nickel oxide (N1OOK, ;)
alter the change has a valence of “3.66”. This valence 1is
larger than “2” which 1s the valence of the nickel (N1) 1n the
original nickel hydroxide (N1{OH),), and 1s larger than “3”
which 1s the valence of nickel (N1) 1n nickel oxyhydroxide
(NiOOH) that may be also generated during the normal
charging.

Therelore, a capacity for accepting hydrogen 1n the posi-
tive electrode of mickel-metal hydnide battery 200 (second
nickel-metal hydride battery) after the 600% overcharging
becomes larger than a capacity for accepting hydrogen 1n the
positive electrode of nickel-metal hydride battery 200 (first
nickel-metal hydride battery) betore the 600% overcharging.
As a result, the capacity of the positive electrode of nickel-
metal hydride battery 200 can be increased.

FIG. 2 shows exemplary charging/discharging curves
when a test 1s conducted to confirm an increase of capacity
by the 600% overcharging. In FIG. 2, the horizontal axis
represents a power storage capacity (unit: Ah (amp-hour)) of
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nickel-metal hydride battery 200, whereas the vertical axis
represents a voltage (unit: V) of nickel-metal hydride battery
200.

This confirmatory test was performed in the following
procedure. First, a nickel-metal hydride battery 200 having
a deteriorated capacity 1s connected to charger/discharger 10
and 1s completely discharged. A discharging curve DO
represents a locus 1n the case of complete discharging.

Next, charging (100% charging) 1s performed to check the
initial capacity thereol before the overcharging. A charging
curve C1 represents a locus in the case of the 100%
charging. After the 100% charging, complete discharging 1s
performed again. A discharging curve D1 represents a locus
in this case.

Next, a first round of 600% overcharging 1s performed. A
charging curve C2 represents a locus in the case of the first
round of 600% overcharging. After the first round of 600%
overcharging, complete discharging 1s performed again. A
discharging curve D2 represents a locus 1n this case.

Next, a second round of 600% overcharging 1s performed.
Charging curve C3 represents a locus in the case of a second
round of 600% overcharging. After the second round of
600% overcharging, complete discharging 1s performed
again. A discharge curve D3 represents a locus 1n this case.

As shown 1n charging curves C1 to C3 and discharging
curves D1 to D3 in FIG. 2, 1t 1s understood that by perform-
ing the 600% overcharging, charging/discharging character-
istics are changed. Specifically, by performing the 600%
overcharging, the charging and discharging curves indicate
a tendency of reduced voltage (tendency of reduced voltage
with respect to the same power storage capacity). This 1s
particularly noticeable in the case of the discharge curves.
This 1s presumably due to restoration of the capacity.

FIG. 3 shows a result of the above-described confirmatory
test. As the result of the confirmatory test, FIG. 3 shows the
discharging capacity (unit: Ah) after the charging as well as
a ratio of 1ncrease of capacity from the initial capacity upon
the checking of the imitial capacity, a ratio of increase of
capacity from the initial capacity after the first round of
overcharging, and a ratio of increase of capacity from the
initial capacity atter the second round of overcharging.

It should be noted that for comparison with the result of
the 600% overcharging, FIG. 3 also shows a result of 200%
overcharging. Specifically, FIG. 3 shows that among four
batteries A to D having substantially the same 1nitial capaci-
ties before the overcharging, batteries A, B were subjected
to the “200% overcharging” twice, and batteries C, D were
subjected to the above-described “600% overcharging”
twice. It should be noted that the “200% overcharging” 1s a
process for supplying the nickel-metal hydrnide battery with
an amount of electric power of 200% of the rated capacity
of the nickel-metal hydride battery, and corresponds to the
conventional overcharging for supplying the negative elec-
trode with hydrogen.

As understood from FIG. 3, the mmitial capacities of
batteries A to D are substantially the same, 1.e., about 0.53.
After performing the 200% overcharging (conventional
overcharging) twice, the capacities ol batteries A, B are
restored only to about 1.1 times as large as the initial
capacity. This 1s presumably because the capacity of the
negative electrode 1s restored by supplying hydrogen to the
hydrogen storage alloy of the negative electrode 1n the 200%
overcharging (conventional overcharging).

On the other hand, after performing the 600% overcharg-
ing according to the present disclosure twice, the capacity of
cach of batteries C, D 1s restored to about 1.4 times as large
as the itial capacity. From this result, it can be understood
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that the 600% overcharging 1s very eflective to restore the
capacity. This 1s presumably due to the following reasons:
the capacity ol the negative electrode was restored by
supplying hydrogen to the hydrogen storage alloy of the
negative electrode; and the capacity of the positive electrode
was restored due to occurrence of a structural change
resulting from the reaction shown in the above-described
formula (1) 1n the positive electrode.

FIG. 4 1s a flowchart showing a procedure of the manu-
facturing method (re-manufacturing method) according to
some embodiments. The manufacturing method according
to some embodiments includes: a first step (step S10) of
preparing a nickel-metal hydride battery 200 (first nickel-
metal hydride battery) having a positive electrode including,
nickel hydroxide (N1({OH),); and a second step (step S20) of

performing the above-described 600% overcharging to pre-
pared nickel-metal hydride battery 200 (first nickel-metal
hydride battery).

In the first step (step S10), nickel-metal hydride battery
200 that was deteriorated due to use, for example, 1s pre-
pared and 1s connected to charger/discharger 10. This pro-
cess 1s performed by an operator’s manual operation, for
example.

In the second step (step S20), controller 100 controls
charger/discharger 10 to perform the 600% overcharging to
prepared nickel-metal hydrnide battery 200. Accordingly, the
structural change shown 1n the above-described formula (1)
occurs 1n the positive electrode, thereby manufacturing
nickel-metal hydride battery 200 having the positive elec-
trode with a restored capacity.

As described above, the method for manufacturing the
nickel-metal hydride battery according to some embodi-
ments includes: the first step of preparing nickel-metal
hydride battery 200 (first nickel-metal hydride battery) hav-
ing the positive electrode including nickel hydroxide (Ni
(OH),); and the second step of manufacturing nickel-metal
hydride battery 200 (second nmickel-metal hydride battery) by
performing the 600% overcharging to the prepared nickel-
metal hydride battery.

According to this method, as shown in the above-de-
scribed formula (1), 1t 1s presumed that part of the nickel

hydroxide (N1{OH),) included in the positive electrode of
nickel-metal hydride battery 200 1s changed into the nickel
oxide (N1OOK, ;). Nickel i the nickel oxide (IN1OOK, ;)
alter the change has a valence of “3.66”. This valence 1s
larger than “2” which 1s the valence of the nickel in the
nickel hydroxide (N1(OH),) before the change, and 1s larger
than “3” which 1s the valence thereof 1n the nickel oxyhy-
droxide (N1OOH) that may be also generated during the
normal charging. Therefore, the capacity for accepting
hydrogen in the positive electrode of nickel-metal hydride
battery 200 manufactured in the second step and having
been through the 600% overcharging becomes larger than
the capacity for accepting hydrogen in the positive electrode
of the first mickel-metal hydride battery not having been
through the 600% overcharging yet. As a result, the capacity
of the positive electrode of the nickel-metal hydride battery
can be increased.

In other words, according to the manufacturing method
according to some embodiments, a nickel-metal hydride
battery having a new structure can be manufactured in which
a positive electrode includes not only mickel hydroxide
(N1(OH),) but also mickel oxide (N1OOK, ;). Hence, there
can be obtained a nickel-metal hydride battery including a
positive electrode having a capacity increased as compared
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with that of the conventional nickel-metal hydrnide battery
having a positive electrode including no nickel hydroxide
(N1(OH),).

It should be noted that in the above-described embodi-
ments, 1t has been illustratively described that the “600%
overcharging” 1s performed 1n the second step. However, the
amount of electric power supplied to nickel-metal hydride
battery 200 in the second step 1s not necessarily limited to
“600%” of the rated capacity as long as the amount of
clectric power supplied to mickel-metal hydride battery 200
in the second step 1s an amount of electric power that can
cause occurrence ol the structural change of the positive
clectrode as shown 1n the formula (1).

For example, an amount of electric power of more than
600% of the rated capacity may be supplied to nickel-metal
hydride battery 200 1n the second step. Also in this way, 1t
1s presumed that the structural change shown 1n the formula
(1) can occur 1n the positive electrode. It should be noted that
the upper limit of the amount of electric power supplied to
nickel-metal hydride battery 200 1s considered to be set to a
value (for example, 1000% of the rated capacity) that does
not cause abnormalities 1 each portion of nickel-metal
hydride battery 200.

Moreover, the amount of electric power supplied to
nickel-metal hydride battery 200 1n the second step may be
set to less than 600% of the rated capacity (for example,
590%) as long as the structural change of the positive
clectrode shown 1n the formula (1) can be caused. It should
be noted that the lower limit of the amount of electric power
supplied to nickel-metal hydride battery 200 1s considered to
be set to at least a value of more than 200% of the rated
capacity in view of the above-described result shown in FIG.
3.

Moreover, as described at the beginning, the manufactur-
ing method according to the present disclosure 1s not lim-
itedly applied to the re-manufacturing method for restoring
the capacity of the mickel-metal hydride battery deteriorated
due to use. The manufacturing method according to the
present disclosure 1s also applicable to a method for manu-
facturing a finished product of a nickel-metal hydride battery
by increasing the capacity of an unfinished (unused) nickel-
metal hydride battery.

Although the present disclosure has been described and
illustrated 1n detail, it 1s clearly understood that the same 1s
by way of illustration and example only and 1s not to be
taken by way of limitation, the scope of the present disclo-
sure being iterpreted by the terms of the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method for manufacturing a nickel-metal hydride
battery, the method comprising:
preparing a first nickel-metal hydride battery having a
positive electrode including nickel hydroxide; and
manufacturing a second nmickel-metal hydride battery by
charging the first nickel-metal hydride battery to
change, into nickel oxide, at least part of the nickel
hydroxide 1n the positive electrode of the first nickel-
metal hydride battery, wherein manufacturing the sec-
ond nickel-metal hydride battery comprises:
performing a first round of overcharging of the first
nickel-metal hydride battery with an amount of elec-
tric power ol more than or equal to 600% of a rated
capacity of the first nickel-metal hydride battery;
completely discharging the first nickel-metal hydride
battery; and
performing a second round of overcharging of the first
nickel-metal hydride battery with an amount of elec-
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tric power of more than or equal to 600% of a rated

capacity of the first nickel-metal hydride battery; and

wherein nickel 1n the nickel oxide has a valence of more
than 3.

2. The method for manufacturing the nickel-metal hydride
battery according to claim 1, wherein the positive electrode
of the first nickel-metal hydrnide battery further includes, 1n
addition to the nickel hydroxide, nickel oxide deactivated
due to deterioration.

3. The method for manufacturing the nickel-metal hydride
battery according to claim 1, wherein the nickel oxide
comprises the formula NOOK, ;.

4. The method for manufacturing the nickel-metal hydride
battery according to claim 1, wherein the nickel oxide has a
valence of 3.66.

10
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