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A patient monitoring and repositioning system includes a
mattress, a sheet residing on an upper surface of the mat-
tress, a housing contaiming a drive mechanism, and a sensor
adapted to sense a position of a patient resting on the
mattress. The drive mechanism 1s operable to pull the sheet
and thereby pull the patient resting thereon. The housing
receives the sheet through a slot. In the event that the patient
1s 1n an undesirable position on the mattress as detected by
the sensor, a controller directs the drive mechanism to pull
the sheet so as to pull the patient thereon from the undesir-
able position to a desirable, predetermined position. The
controller may direct the drive mechanism automatically or
indicate the undesirable position to a caregiver so that the
caregiver may direct the drive mechanism accordingly.
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PATIENT MONITORING AND
REPOSITIONING SYSTEM AND RELATED
METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 16/284,208, filed Feb. 25, 2019 which 1s a
divisional of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 15/121,230,
filed Aug. 24, 2016 (now U.S. Pat. No. 10,258,525) which
1s a U.S. National Phase Application of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/US15/20489, filed Mar. 13, 2015 which
claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
61/952,380, filed on Mar. 13, 2014, the disclosures of which

are incorporated by reference herein in their entirety.

Applicant’s U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/837,183,
filed Mar. 15, 2013 (now U.S. Pat. No. 9,205,012) (herein-
after “the 012 patent”) 1s also expressly incorporated by
reference herein, 1n its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present mnvention relates to patient repositioning and,
more particularly, to a system that reduces and relieves
interface pressures between a patient and a bed support
surface by reducing concentrated forces on the patient, such
as friction and shear forces, 1n order to reduce the likelihood

of discomiort, pressure ulcers, and/or other injuries to the
patient.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Applicant’s 012 patent discloses various details and
embodiments of a patient repositioning system wherein the
system moves a sheet and the patient supported thereon
toward a head end of the bed, such as a healthcare bed that
articulates to improve patient comifort. The 012 patent
discloses numerous features and details related to the gen-
eral concept of patient repositioning in this manner, such as
the sheet having a width greater than that of the mattress.

Nonetheless, the 012 patent focuses on reducing and
simplifying the eflorts needed by a caregiver to reposition a
patient toward a head end of the bed. Generally, the care-
giver repositions the patient by physically activating the
inputs to the system, and those inputs are part of, or at least
associated with, a sheet receiver located partially below the
top surface of the mattress.

The present disclosure focuses on additional aspects of
the patient repositioning system shown in the 012 patent.
That 1s, the present disclosure focuses on a patient moni-
toring and repositioning system for detecting and identifying,
the need to reposition a patient, prior to the actual reposi-
tioming of the patient via such a patient repositioning system.
This feature 1s helptul 1n reducing the occurrence of pressure
ulcers with the patient, which could otherwise be caused by
the patient remaining in an undesirable position rather than
a desirable, predetermined position on the mattress. Accord-
ing to various embodiments of the patient monitoring and
repositioning system disclosed herein, there 1s no need for a
caregiver to be physically present, next to the bed, to detect
that a patient has migrated down in the bed to an undesirable
position and needs to be repositioned to a desirable position,
which may also be referred to heremn as a predetermined
position or a normal position. Rather, the need for reposi-
tioming can be communicated to the caregiver via an alarm
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2

and/or some other indicator or call system, or it could be
addressed automatically at the bed, with or without an alarm
or indicator.

Once the need to reposition the patient has been detected,
then that need can be addressed 1n any one of several ways.
For example, the monitoring system can communicate to the
repositioning system to automatically reposition the patient.
Alternatively, the monitoring system can communicate the
need for patient repositioning without prompting the repo-
sitioning system to automatically reposition the patient, such
as requesting human intervention to reposition the patient at
the bed-side, or requesting remote activation from a separate
location, a central control station in another portion of the
building, or even miles away at another location. In the
context of this specification, a controller may be located on
or near the bed or remotely from the bed for communicating
with the bed via a wired or a wireless connection. With such
remote patient repositioning capabilities and a plurality of
such patient repositioning systems in place i a single
facility, any desired number of such repositioning systems
could be monitored and activated at the same time. Thus,
any desired number of patients could be remotely reposi-
tioned at the same time, without requiring a like number of
caregivers to 1teract with each repositioning system. How-
ever, for practical reasons, it may be that the actual patient
repositioning 1s not performed remotely, but 1s instead
initiated by a caregiver, or by the patient, who 1s physically
present. But even 1n that case, the caregivers can be more
cilicient with their available time, because the present sys-
tem 1s capable of simultaneously detecting, identifying, and
communicating the need for repositioning of patients to one
or more caregivers. In other words, this disclosure focuses
on the coupling of a monitoring system for detecting patient
position with a repositioning system for repositioning the
patient, so that ultimately the patient can be repositioned,
whether remotely or with a caregiver physically present. In
addition, the control system, such as a central control system
in the form of a hospital information system, operatively
connects to the patient monitoring and repositioning system.
The control system may further monitor the patient not
being in the predetermined position, a time that the patient
1s not 1n the predetermined position, an amount of patient
repositionings, a frequency of patient repositionings 1n a
facility, an amount of sheet already used, a need to change
or reset the sheet on the bed, a distance migrated by the
patient on the bed, a time of the patient 1n each position on
the bed, a time delay before repositioning the patient on the
bed, a duration of repositioning the patient on the bed, a
position of the patient on the bed, a time of day the patient
was repositioned, and a frequency of patient repositionings
executed on the bed.

According to one aspect of a patient monitoring and
repositioning system of the type disclosed herein, each of a
plurality of patient repositioning systems (of the type dis-
closed i the 012 patent) 1s preferably equipped with a
sensor arrangement for sensing the position of the patient.
The sensor arrangement could employ one or more load
cells, infrared beams, capacitors, resistors, cameras with
image detection, magnets, or any other type of structure for
sensing the position of the patient on the mattress (e.g.,
acoustic, sonar, ultrasonic, efc.).

According to another aspect of the invention, with the
sensor arrangement in place, and operatively connected to
the drive mechanism, and the sensor arrangement also
operatively connected to an alarm and/or a control system,
the monitoring system senses when the patient has moved
toward the foot end of the bed. More particularly, the sensor
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arrangement senses substantially the entire top surface of the
mattress for sensing patient movement. When such patient
moves toward the foot end from the desirable position to the
undesirable position, and the sensor arrangement detects and
signals that the patient has moved toward the foot end of the
bed, the monitoring system automatically requests the repo-
sitioning system to reposition the patient and/or uses an
indicator, such as an alarm, to communicate the need to
reposition the patient to the caregiver. As such, the indicator
operatively indicates the position of the patient relative to
the mattress at all times during use. Any one or more of a
number of different types of visual and/or audible indicators
may be used. For example, the indicator may be a display,
one or more LEDs, a graphic display message, an audible
signal, a wired transmission message, a wireless transmis-
sion message, and/or a parallel or serial message. Thereatter,
the patient can be repositioned toward the head end of the
bed automatically or either via remote actuation of the drive
mechanism without a caregiver physically present proxi-
mate to the bed, or via actuation of the drive mechanism by
the caregiver who 1s physically present proximate to the bed
via a user interface. This repositioming can then also be
detected by the monitoring system to indicate that a logical
sequence of events has been completed, and that the patient
1s 1n the predetermined position. Once the patient has been
restored to the predetermined position, the monitoring sys-
tem ceases to indicate and/or communicate the need to
reposition the patient. The monitoring system may alterna-
tively or additionally communicate that the patient was
repositioned.

Still further, with a plurality of such patient monitoring
and repositioning systems of this type in use 1n a facility, and
operatively connected to a central control station, the central
control station can enable the operator of the facility to
monitor various events and parameters, including the patient
not being in the predetermined position, a time that the
patient 1s not in the predetermined position, an amount of
patient repositiomings, a frequency of patient repositionings
in a facility, an amount of sheet already used, a need to
change or reset the sheet on the bed, a distance migrated by
the patient on the bed, a time of the patient 1n each position
on the bed, a time delay belore repositioning the patient on
the bed, a duration of repositioning the patient on the bed, a
position of the patient on the bed, a time of day the patient
was repositioned, and a frequency of patient repositionings
executed on the bed.

In use, according to an exemplary embodiment, the
patient rests on a mattress, but slides from the predetermined
position toward the foot end of the bed to an undesirable
position. The sensor arrangement detects the undesirable
position of the patient and identifies the need to reposition
the patient from the undesirable position to the predeter-
mined position. A controller, operatively connected to the
sensor arrangement, automatically directs the drive mecha-
nism to pull the sheet toward the head end and, 1n turn, return
the patient to the predetermined position. Alternatively,
according to another exemplary embodiment, the controller,
operatively connected to the sensor arrangement, 1s further
connected to an indicator, such as an audible alarm. The
controller activates the audible alarm 1n order to indicate to
a caregiver that the patient has moved to an undesirable
position. In turn, the caregiver operatively actuates the drive
mechanism to pull the sheet toward the head end and, in
turn, return the patient to the predetermined position. The
caregiver may operatively actuate the drive mechanism by
interacting with a user interface proximate to the bed or by
remotely directing the drive mechanism. In turn, the audible
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alarm 1s deactivated to signal that the patient 1s 1n the
desirable position. By way of example, the above scenarios
may be completed by the patient repositioning system
disclosed 1n the *012 patent in conjunction with the patient
monitoring and repositioning system described herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a diagram of a plurality of patient monitoring,
and repositioning systems operatively connected to a hos-
pital information system via a network according to a first
exemplary embodiment of the mvention.

FIG. 2 1s a diagram of a sheet receiver of a patient
monitoring and repositioning system operatively connected
to a network as shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3A 1s a side view of the patient monitoring and
repositioning system of FIG. 1 with a patient 1n an unde-
sirable position on a health care bed.

FI1G. 3B is the side view similar to FIG. 3A, but with the
patient 1n a desirable, predetermined position on the health
care bed.

FIG. 4 1s a schematic perspective view of the patient
monitoring and repositioning system according to the first
exemplary embodiment of the imnvention.

FIG. 5A 1s a schematic section view of an embodiment of
a sensor of the patient monitoring and repositioning system
shown 1 FIG. 4.

FIG. 5B 1s a schematic section view of another embodi-
ment of a sensor of the patient monitoring and repositioning
system shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 1s a schematic perspective view of a patient
monitoring and repositioning system according to a second
exemplary embodiment of the mvention.

FIG. 7 1s a schematic perspective view of a patient
monitoring and repositioning system according to a third
exemplary embodiment of the imnvention.

FIG. 8A 1s a schematic section view of a sensor of the
patient monitoring and repositioming system shown 1n FIG.
7.

FIG. 8B 1s a schematic section view of the sensor shown
in FIG. 8A depressed by a force of a patient thereon.

FIG. 9 1s a schematic perspective view of a patient
monitoring and repositioning system according to a fourth
exemplary embodiment of the mmvention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
INVENTION

L1

With reference to FIGS. 1-3B, a patient monitoring and
repositioning system 10aq includes a sensor arrangement
124, a sheet receiver 14a, and a sheet 16 for use with a health
care bed 18. The sensor arrangement 12a 1s more particu-
larly a plurality of sensors 20 configured to detect a position
ol a patient 22 resting on the health care bed 18. The sensor
arrangement 12a 1s at least one sensor 20, which senses the
position of the patient 22 and indicates to a controller 24
whether or not the patient 22 1s 1n a desirable, predetermined
position relative to a mattress 26 of the health care bed 18.
In the event that the patient 22 migrated along the mattress
26 to an undesirable position, which may also be referred to
herein as not being in the predetermined position, the
controller 24 automatically signals a drive mechamism 28
within a housing 29 of the sheet recerver 14a to pull the sheet
16 and, in turn, pull the patient 22 resting on the sheet 16
until the patient 22 returns to the predetermined position. As
an alternative to automatic repositioning by the controller
24, the caregiver may direct the controller 24 to pull the
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sheet 16, such as in response to one or more indicators 30,
32, 34 described below 1n additional detail. As described
herein, the term “predetermined position” means the desir-
able position and/or range of positions relative to the mat-
tress 26 1n which the patient 22, resting on the mattress 26,
benelfits from a reduced likelihood of injury, such as by
pressure ulcers, and an increased likelihood of patient com-
fort. This desirable position and/or range of positions may
refer to the patient’s translational position relative to the
mattress 26, the patient’s rotational position relative to the
mattress 26, or any combination thereof. To this end, the
predetermined position may be an approximation based on
a typical patient or tailored uniquely to a particular patient.
Similarly, the term “undesirable position” generally refers to
any patient position on the mattress 26 1n which the patient
22 1s not within the predetermined position. Furthermore, 1t
will be appreciated that the term “sense” with respect to the
sensor arrangement 12a may refer to actively sensing the
patient 22 1n both the predetermined position and the unde-
sirable position or actively sensing the patient 22 1n only one
of the predetermined and undesirable positions. As such, the
patient monitoring and repositioning system 10a may infer
the patient position 11 the patient 1s not actively sensed by the
sensor arrangement 12q. The term “sense” 1s thus not
intended to be limited to only actively sensing the patients
22. Thus, according to one embodiment, the controller 24
continuously senses the position of the patient relative to the
mattress 26 while the patient 22 rests on the mattress 26.

With respect to FIG. 1, a plurality of the patient moni-
toring and repositioning systems 10aq, 1056, 10z may be
operated within a single health care facility or throughout
multiple health care facilities. Each of the patient monitoring
and repositioning systems 10a, 105, 10% includes respective
sensor arrangements 12a, 126, 127 and sheet receivers 14a,
14b, 14n. The sheet receivers 14a, 145, 14n operatively
connect to a network 36, which also operatively connects to
a control system 38. The control system 38 1s more particu-
larly a central control system 38, such as a hospital infor-
mation system 38. The hospital information system 38 may
include a data information system, data management system.,
intranet, and/or software that interfaces with a hospital
scheduling system, conventional web server, e-mail server,
or any other software configured to indicate information
concerning the patient monitoring and repositioning system
10a to the caregiver. The hospital information system 38 1s
typically a device that includes a processor, a memory, and
a network interface and may commonly be referred to as a
computer. From the hospital information system 38, one or
more caregivers may recerve idications of patient position,
verily automatic repositioning of the patients by the patient
monitoring and repositioning systems 10a, 105, 10, verily
repositionings of the patient 22 by the caregiver located at
the bedside and/or direct the patient monitoring and repo-
sitioning systems 10aq, 105, 10z to perform patient reposi-
tioming as desired. Thus, the sheet receivers 14a, 146, 14n
and the hospital information system 38 are configured to
communicate back and forth via the network 36. It will be
appreciated that any number of patient momitoring and
repositioning systems 10a, 105, 102 may be used 1n accor-
dance with the principles discussed herein.

The sheet receiver 14a, as shown 1n FIGS. 2-3A, includes
the controller 24 operatively connected to the drive mecha-
nism 28, safety mterlock 40, and a transceiver 42 contained
within the housing 29. As shown, the controller 24 1s 1n the
sheet receiver 14a; however, the controller 24 may alterna-
tively be positioned remotely from the sheet receiver 14a.
The sheet recerver 14a also includes a user interface 44
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6

operatively connected to the controller 24 and has the
indicators 30, 32, 34 and input switches 46 configured for
use by the caregiver to direct the controller 24. The indica-
tors 30, 32, 34 are more particularly in the form of a display
30, such as a graphic touchscreen panel, one or more light
emitting diodes (“LEDs”) 32, and one or more audible
alarms 34 for indicating information to the caregiver. In one
embodiment, at least one of the indicators 30, 32, 34 1s
configured to indicate to the caregiver that the patient 22 1s
in the predetermined and undesirable positions. Alterna-
tively, one of the indicators 30, 32, 34 may only indicate the
position of the patient 22 when the patient 22 1s either 1n the
predetermined position or the undesirable position.

The transceiver 42 sends information to and receives
information from the network 36 such that the controller 24
communicates with the hospital information system 38 (see
FIG. 1). In some embodiments, the controller 24 may be a
microprocessor or generally any processing computer
device. The network 36 may include one or more networks,
such as the Internet. In some embodiments, the network 36
may include one or more wide area networks (WAN) or local
area networks (LLAN). The network 36 may utilize one or
more network technologies such as Ethernet, Fast Ethernet,
(Gigabit Ethernet, virtual private network (VPN), remote
VPN access, a variant of IEFE 802.11 standard such as
Wi-F1, and the like. Communication over the network 36
takes place using one or more network communication
protocols including reliable streaming protocols such as
transmission control protocol (TCP). As such, the trans-
ceiver 42 1s any device capable of communicating with both
the controller 24 and the network 36, such as by the
exemplary controllers and networks discussed briefly above.
The above examples of the controller 24, the network 36,
and the transceiver 42 are illustrative and not intended to
limit the present invention.

The sensor arrangement 12a 1s positioned proximate to
the mattress 26 so as to detect the patient 22 on the mattress
26 and communicate that detection to the controller 24 1n
order to indicate whether or not the patient 22 1s 1n the
predetermined position resting on the mattress 26 with the
sheet 16 positioned therebetween. Specifically, the sensor
arrangement 12a 1n conjunction with the controller 24 may
be configured to determine the patient’s translational posi-
tion relative to the mattress 26, the patient’s rotational
position relative to the mattress 26, or any combination
thereof. Alter receiving instructions automatically or manu-
ally from at least one of the user interface 44 and the hospital
information system 38, the controller 24 directs the drive
mechanism 28 to pull the sheet 16 only if the safety interlock
40 communicates to the controller 24 that the approprate
conditions exist for the repositioning of the patient 22. For
example, the safety interlock 40 may include more than one
lock out condition for preventing operation of the drive
mechanism 28 by the controller 24, such as the bed head
deck angle being too high, the sheet being improperly
loaded, the absence of the patient 22 on the mattress 26,
sheet contamination such as by a contamination sensor (€.g.,
high moisture content, soiling, bacteria presence, ascetic
detection, 1mage detection, etc.), and improper positions of
a hinged access door 47 of the sheet receiver 14a. It will be
appreciated that other lock out conditions may be used and,
as such, the invention 1s not limited to the safety interlock 40
described herein.

With the conditions for repositioning the patient 22 deter-
mined to be appropriate by the controller 24 as signaled by
the sensor arrangement 12a and the safety interlock 40, the
controller 24 directs the drive mechanism 28 to pull the sheet
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16. As discussed herein, the 012 patent describes one
example of a patient repositioning system as follows:

The mattress for repositioning the patient generally
includes the mattress foot end, the mattress head end, the
upper surface, and the pair of longitudinal sides as described
above. Generally, the pair of longitudinal sides 1s symmetric
with a generally uniform thickness, while the upper surface
has a substantially uniform width and length. The mattress
1s also covered 1n an outer ticking for effectively improving
the life and comfort of the mattress. In addition, each of the
retainers 1s attached to the outer ticking of the mattress in
spaced relation along the length of the mattress longitudinal
sides. However, the mattress head end also includes a head
end section of reduced thickness relative to the generally
uniform thickness of the remaining mattress. In this respect,
the head end section 1s a relatively thin portion of the
mattress and further includes a head end piece. The head end
piece folds about a fold line relative to the rest of the
mattress for improving access to the sheet receiver below the
upper surface of the mattress head end. However, 1t will be
appreciated that other respective portions of the mattress
may be otherwise movable for accessing the sheet receiver.

Furthermore, at least a portion of the sheet receiver 1s
positioned within a volume envelope of the mattress for
ellectively reducing an overall footprint of the mattress and
sheet recerver. The reduced thickness of the head end section
has a lower surface and a forward surface that collectively
define the volume envelope that would otherwise be occu-
pied by the mattress 1f not for the head end section of
reduced thickness. Thereby, the head end section 1s comple-
mentary 1n shape to a housing of the sheet receiver.

The housing at least partially fits within the volume
envelope against the lower surface and the forward surface
of the head end section. The housing has a length substan-
tially the same as the width of the mattress and includes a
slot extending horizontally along the length of the housing.
Additionally, the housing includes an extension protruding,
horizontally along the length of the housing and above the
slot. According to an exemplary embodiment of the mnven-
tion, the extension defines a lip against which the head end
piece abuts when the sheet receiver 1s positioned within the
volume envelope.

The housing of the sheet receiver includes an access door
adjacent a top panel. The head end piece folds back at the
fold line to expose the access door that hingedly connects to
the housing. As such, the operator may move the access door
by pivoting it up and against the mattress to open the sheet
receiver. However, 1t will be appreciated that the access door
may be movable 1n any way relative to the remainder of the
sheet recerver to open the sheet receiver. For example, the
access door may be unitary with or connected to the head
end piece such that folding back the head end piece simul-
taneously opens the access door. The access door opens at
the slot for reducing the number of openings into the
housing. The open sheet receiver exposes each of the
components within a sheet chamber defined by the housing.
The sheet chamber includes a portion of the sheet receiver
that may interact with the sheet, and thus, may require
periodic cleaning by the operator.

In this respect, the sheet receiver further includes a pulling
device operatively connected to the connecting structure that
operatively pulls the sheet into the sheet chamber. More
specifically, the pulling device includes a roller rotatably and
removably supported within the sheet chamber and gener-
ally parallel to the slot. The roller includes a central portion
and opposing outer portions. Each first end of the pair of
straps 1s secured to the central portion of the roller via at
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least one fastener. According to the exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the fastener 1s threaded and extends through
the first end and into the roller. Of course, it will be
appreciated that any structure or method of securing the
straps to the roller may be similarly used.

As the pulling device pulls the sheet into the sheet
chamber, the sheet 1s pulled to wrap about the roller.
According to the exemplary embodiment of the invention,
engaged attachment of the sheet to the sheet recerver occurs
when the sheet sufliciently wraps around the roller to trans-
mit enough torque from the roller to the sheet with enough
force to pull the patient. More particularly, the central
portion 1s generally larger in diameter than the opposing
outer portions. On one hand, the larger diameter of the
central portion transmits torque to the sheet while pulling
both the sheet and the patient resting thereon. On the other
hand, the reduced diameter of the opposing outer portions
accommodates the excess width of the sheet for both the
sheet longitudinal sides and the beaded edges during use. As
such, most of the force required to pull the patient transmuits
through the portion of the sheet on the upper surface and
about the head end section of the mattress, while less force
transmits through the sheet longitudinal sides.

In use, with a patient supported on the sheet and the sheet
located on the mattress, this patient repositioning system
enables an attendant to cause the sheet and the patient
supported thereon to move toward the head end of the
mattress, as the sheet 1s pulled into the slot formed in the
housing. Because the sheet has a width that 1s greater than
that of the mattress, and that additional width 1s retained
along opposing longitudinal sides of the mattress, as the
sheet moves, and the patient 1s repositioned the outer por-
tions of the sheet, 1.e. the sheet longitudinal sides move from
a substantially vertical orientation to a substantially hori-
zontal orientation as the sheet 1s pulled into the slot. For each
sheet, a number of such patient repositionings may occur,
until the system indicates via the sheet usage indicia that 1t
1s time to replace the sheet. Generally, the attendant causes
the sheet to move via operation of the inputs to the drive
mechanism, as described above.

To 1nitiate patient repositioning using this system, an
attendant places a sheet on the mattress, connects the sheet
to the mattress, and also operatively couples the sheet to the
drive mechanism. Typically, this connecting of the sheet to
the mattress involves securing opposite sheet longitudinal
sides of the sheet to oppositely located rows of retainers
spaced along the length of the mattress, and the sheet has
beaded edges along its longitudinal sides which allow for
longitudinal movement of the sheet along the retainers. To
operatively couple the sheet to the drive mechanism, the
attendant which may also be referred to as an operator,
releasably attaches the sheet to the drive mechanism, and the
drive mechanism 1s then used to pull the sheet toward the
head end of the mattress, to “bad” the sheet 1n preparation
for subsequent pullings of the sheet toward the head end of
the mattress with a patient residing thereon.

With respect to FIG. 3A, the patient 22 1s shown after
migrating from a head end 48 of the mattress 26 toward a
foot end 50 of the mattress 26. In other words, the patient 22
1s 1n the undesirable position with an increased risk of injury
and discomiort. The drive mechanism 28 thereby pulls the
sheet 16, as indicated by arrow 32, about the head end 48 of
the mattress 26, through a slot 54 1n the housing 29, and 1nto
the sheet receiver 14a. Thereby, the patient 22, resting
directly on the sheet 16, 1s similarly pulled toward the head
end 48 of the mattress 26 until the patient 22 reaches the
predetermined position.
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The sensor arrangement 12a configured to sense the
position of the patient 22 relative to the mattress 26 1s shown
in FIG. 4. The sensor arrangement 12q includes the sensors
20 positioned on an upper surface 56 of the housing 29, a
lower surface 38 or inner region of the mattress 26, and on

a bed deck 59 of the health care bed 18. More particularly,

sensors 20 are positioned on respective head and foot ends
48, 50 of the mattress 26 and on a head deck portion 60, a
central deck portion 62, and a foot deck portion 64, respec-
tively for sensing the patient’s position along substantially
the entire top surface of the mattress 26.

The sensor arrangement 12a senses the position of the
patient 22 by detecting patient weight along the health care
bed 18 and communicating the detected weight to the sheet
recerver 14a. As shown 1n FIG. 5A, each of the sensors 20
1s 1n the form of a capacitive sensor 20. The force F of the
patient’s weight sandwiches a top contact 66, a compressive
dielectric material 68, and a bottom contact 70 together. As
such, the capacitive sensor 20 detects a change 1n capaci-
tance value for communication to the controller 24. The
controller 24 collects the information from each of the
sensors 20, analyzes the collective information regarding the
weight distribution of the patient 22 as detected by the
sensors 20, and determines the patient position based on
detected capacitance from the entirety of the sensor arrange-
ment 12a.

According to another exemplary embodiment shown 1n
FI1G. 5B, a sensor 120 1s 1n the form of a resistive sensor 120.
The force F of the patient’s weight directs a top contact 166
against a bottom contact 170. As such, the resistive sensor
120 detects a change 1n resistance value for communication
to the controller 24. The controller 24 collects the informa-
tion from each of the sensors 120, analyzes the collective
information regarding the weight distribution of the patient
22 as detected by the sensors 120, and determines the patient
position based on detected resistance from the entirety of the
sensor arrangement 112a.

FIG. 6 shows a second embodiment of a sensor arrange-
ment 212a integrated within the health care bed 18. The
sensor arrangement 212a includes a plurality of sensors 220,
which are each 1n the form of strain gauges 220. The force
of the patient’s weight effectively bends the strain gauge 220
so as to change a resistance value of the strain gauge 220. As
such, the strain gauge 220 detects the changing resistance
values for communication to the controller 24. In addition,
strain gauges 220 have been included on pedestals 271

positioned between the bed deck 39 and a remaining frame
272 of the health care bed 18 supporting the bed deck 59

thereon. The controller 24 collects the information from
cach of the sensors 220, analyzes the collective information
regarding the weight distribution of the patient 22 as
detected by the sensors 220, and determines the patient
position based on detected resistance values from the
entirety of the sensor arrangement 212a.

A third exemplary embodiment of a sensor arrangement
312a 1s shown 1n FIGS. 7-8B. The sensor arrangement 312a
includes a plurality of sensors 320, which are each 1n the
form of a light sensor 320. A light source 374 directs light,
as indicated by arrows 376, along fiber-optic cable 378. The
force F of the patient’s weight eflectively bends the fiber-
optic cable 378 so as to change an amount of light passing
through the fiber-optic cable 378. As such, the light sensor
320 detects the changing light values for communication to
the controller 24. The controller 24 collects the information
from each of the sensors 320, analyzes the collective infor-
mation regarding the weight distribution of the patient 22 as
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detected by the sensors 320, and determines the patient
position based on detected light from the entirety of the
sensor arrangement 312a.

A fourth exemplary embodiment of a sensor arrangement
412a 1s shown in FIG. 9. The sensor arrangement 412a
includes a plurality of sensors 420, which are each 1n the
form of an optical sensor 420. Generally, the optical sensors
420 work 1n opposing pairs such that an infrared beam (not
shown) 1s directed therebetween. The presence of the patient
22 between the pair of optical sensors 420 interrupts the
inirared beam so as to indicate the position of the patient 22.
As such, the optical sensors 420 detect the changing infrared
beam for communication to the controller 24. The controller
24 collects the information from each of the sensors 420,
analyzes the collective information regarding blockage and/
or non-blockage of the infrared beams by the patient 22 as
detected by the sensors 420, and determines the patient
position based on the detected infrared beams from the
entirety of the sensor arrangement 412a.

In addition, the sensor arrangement 412q further includes
a camera 480 positioned proximate to the mattress 26 for
viewing the patient 22 on the mattress 26. For example, the
camera 480 may be attached to the health care bed 18 or on
a surface within the facility, such as a head wall, foot wall,
ceiling, or other location proximate to the bed 18. The
camera 480 visually collects light representing the patient 22
and directs the representation to the controller 24. The
controller 24 1s further configured to analyze the represen-
tation and identify the position of the patient 22 relative to
the mattress 26.

This specification shows and describes several embodi-
ments of the invention. However, those skilled 1n the art will
appreciate that the disclosed embodiments are susceptible to
a reasonable amount ol modification and/or permutation,
without departing from the overall scope of the invention.
By way of example, the operative connections described
herein may be either wired or wireless. Any number, loca-
tions, and combination of sensors 20, 120, 220, 320, 420
may be used in accordance with the invention discussed
herein. For example, one of the sensor arrangements 412a,
such as the camera 480, may be used 1n combination with
any of the other sensors 20, 120, 220, 320. By way for
turther example, fewer sensors 20, 120, 220, 320, 420 may
be more cost effective in some applications, whereas more
sensors 20 may provide better resolution of the patient’s
position 1n other applications. Furthermore, the actual con-
version of the individual sensor 20, 120, 220, 320, 420
outputs may be accomplished by controller 24 or a separate
additional controller dedicated to only performing the
patient 22 position calculation. This additional controller
would then communicate the position of the patient 22 to
controller 24 using a wired or wireless communication path.
Furthermore, the reference to the “sensors” 1s not intended
to limit the invention only to the sensors 20, 120, 220, 320,
420 shown and described herein. Rather, any sensor capable
of detecting the position of the patient 22 (e.g., magnetic
sensing ol heart location, fluid flow detection within the
body and hence location of organs by acoustic/Doppler/
ultrasonic detection of location of major organs, etc.), in
whole or 1n part, may be used in accordance with the
invention described herein.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A patient monitoring and repositioning system in com-
bination with a bed having a deck, comprising:

a mattress residing on the deck and having a head end, a

foot end, and an upper surface;

a sheet residing on the upper surface;
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a drive mechanism located near the head end of the
mattress and operable to pull the sheet toward the head
end of the mattress to thereby reposition the sheet
relative to the mattress, and also reposition a patient
residing on the sheet toward the head end of the
mattress, the sheet maintaining contact with the upper
surface of the mattress while the sheet 1s being repo-
sitioned relative to the mattress:

a housing containing the drive mechanism, the housing
including a slot extending therealong, and the drive
mechanism being operable to pull the sheet into the
housing via the slot;

a sensor operatively connected to the drive mechanism,
the sensor adapted to sense a position of the patient
relative to the mattress on the bed and to generate a
signal 1n response to the patient moving from a prede-
termined position;

a controller operatively connected to the drive mechamism
and the sensor; and

a safety interlock operatively connected to the controller,

wherein the controller prevents the patient from being
repositioned if the safety interlock detects at least one
of the following conditions: a bed head deck angle 1s
too high, the sheet 1s improperly loaded, the absence of
the patient on the mattress, and sheet contamination.

2. The patient monitoring and repositioning system of
claim 1 wherein the sensor 1s adapted to determine the
patient’s translational position relative to the mattress, the
patient’s rotational position relative to the mattress, or any
combination thereof.

3. The patient monitoring and repositioning system of
claim 1 further comprising:

an indicator operatively connected to the sensor, wherein
the 1indicator indicates the patient was repositioned.

4. The patient monitoring and repositioning system of
claim 1 wherein the housing further includes an access door
movable relative to the housing to thereby permit access to
the 1nside of the housing.

5. The patient monitoring and repositioning system of
claim 1 wherein the controller prevents the patient from
being repositioned 1f the safety interlock detects the access
door 1s open.

6. The patient monitoring and repositioning system of
claim 1 wherein the controller 1s located on at least one of
the housing and the bed and 1s operatively connected to a
user 1nterface, wherein the controller 1s operative to receive
an mput from the patient via the user interface to cause the
drive mechanism to reposition the patient.

7. A plurality of the patient monitoring and repositioning,
systems of the type described in claim 1 and further com-
prising:

a central control system operatively connected to the
controllers of the plurality of patient monitoring and
repositioning systems, for monitoring the positions of a
plurality of patients located respectively on a plurality
of beds, thereby for each of the patient monitoring and
repositioning systems to enable the ongoing monitoring
ol at least one of: the patient not 1n the predetermined
position, a time that the patient 1s not 1n the predeter-
mined position, an amount of patient repositionings, a
frequency of patient repositionings 1 a facility, an
amount of the sheet already used, a need to change or
reset the sheet on the bed, a distance migrated by the
patient on the bed, a time of the patient 1n each position
on the bed, a time delay before repositioning the patient
on the bed, a duration of repositioning the patient on the
bed, the position of the patient on the bed, a time of day

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

the patient was repositioned, and a frequency of patient

repositionings executed on the bed.

8. The plurality of patient monitoring and repositioning
systems of claim 7 wherein the central control system 1s
adapted to complete at least one of: provide indications of
patient position to one or more caregivers, verily automatic
repositioning of the patients by the plurality of patient
monitoring and repositioning systems, verily repositionings
of the patient by the caregiver located at the bedside, and
direct the plurality of patient momtoring and repositioning
systems to perform patient repositionings.

9. A system, comprising:

a patient monitoring and repositioning system in combi-

nation with a bed having a deck, comprising:

a mattress residing on the deck and having a head end.,
a foot end, and an upper surtace;

a sheet residing on the upper surface;

a drive mechanism located near the head end of the
mattress and operable to pull the sheet toward the
head end of the mattress to thereby reposition the
sheet relative to the mattress, and also reposition a
patient residing on the sheet toward the head end of
the mattress, the sheet maintaining contact with the
upper surface of the mattress while the sheet 1s being
repositioned relative to the mattress;

a housing containing the drive mechanism, the housing,
including a slot extending therealong and the drive
mechanism being operable to pull the sheet into the
housing via the slot;

a sensor operatively connected to the drive mechanism,
the sensor adapted to sense a position of the patient
relative to the mattress on the bed and to generate a
signal 1n response to the patient moving from a
predetermined position; and

a controller operatively connected to the drive mecha-
nism and the sensor; and

a central control system operatively connected to the

controller for monitoring the position of the patient
located on the bed to enable the ongoing monitoring of
at least one of: the patient not 1in the predetermined
position, a time that the patient 1s not in the predeter-
mined position, an amount of patient repositionings, a
frequency of patient repositionings 1n a facility, an
amount of the sheet already used, a need to change or
reset the sheet on the bed, a distance migrated by the
patient on the bed, a time of the patient 1n each position
on the bed, a time delay before repositioning the patient
on the bed, a duration of repositioning the patient on the
bed, the position of the patient on the bed, a time of day
the patient was repositioned, and a frequency of patient
repositionings executed on the bed.

10. The system of claim 9, further comprising:

a plurality of the patient monitoring and repositioning,

systems,

wherein the central control system 1s operatively con-

nected to the controllers of the plurality of patient and

monitoring and repositioning systems, for monitoring
the positions of a plurality of patients located respec-
tively on a plurality of beds.

11. The system of claim 10 wherein the central control
system 1s adapted to complete at least one of: provide
indications of patient position to one or more caregivers,
verily automatic repositioning of the patients by the plurality
of patient monitoring and repositioning systems, verily
repositionings of the patient by the caregiver located at the
bedside, and direct the plurality of patient monitoring and
repositioning systems to perform patient repositionings.
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12. The patient monitoring and repositioning system of
claim 9 wherein the housing further includes an access door
movable relative to the housing to thereby permit access to
the 1nside of the housing.

13. A method of monitoring and repositioning a sheet that
1s located on a mattress, the mattress having a head end and
a foot end and being supported by a bed frame, comprising:

causing the sheet and a patient supported thereon to move

toward the head end of the mattress, whereby the
causing further includes pulling the sheet into a slot
formed 1n a housing located adjacent the head end and
within a footprint of the mattress, the housing including
an access door movable relative to the housing to an
open position to permit access to the inside of the
housing, the access door being located within the
footprint of the mattress, the sheet being retained along
opposing longitudinal sides of the mattress;

prior to the causing, sensing a position of the patient and

determining that the sensed position of the patient
differs from a predetermined position on the mattress;
preventing the patient from being moved toward the end
of the mattress 1t a safety interlock detects at least one
of the following conditions: a bed head deck angle 1s
too high, the sheet 1s improperly loaded, the absence of

the patient on the mattress, and sheet contamination;
and
after the causing, determining that the patient 1s 1n the
predetermined position.
14. The method of claim 13 further comprising:
monitoring, via a controller, the sensing and the causing.
15. The method of claim 14 wherein the controller is
located proximate to the mattress and 1s capable of auto-
matically repositioning the patient.
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16. The method of claim 14 wherein the controller 1s
located 1n a room without the mattress and communicates
therewith via a wired or a wireless connection.

17. The method of claim 13 wherein a central controller
operatively connects to a plurality of controllers, each of the
controllers respectively associated with a different patient
monitoring and repositioning system, the central controller
being positioned 1 a room without the different patient
monitoring and repositioning systems, and further compris-
ng:

using the central controller to momitor at least one of the
following:

the positions of a plurality of patients located respec-
tively on a plurality of beds, thereby for each of the
different patient monitoring and repositioning sys-
tems to enable the ongoing monitoring of at least one
of: the patient not in the predetermined position, a
time that the patient 1s not in the predetermined
position, an amount of patient repositionings, a ire-
quency ol patient repositionings i a facility, an
amount of sheet already used, a need to change or
reset the sheet on the bed, a distance migrated by the
patient on the bed, a time of the patient in each
position on the bed, a time delay before repositioning
the patient on the bed, a duration of repositioning the
patient on the bed, the position of the patient on the
bed, a time of day the patient was repositioned, and
a frequency of patient repositionings executed on the

bed.
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