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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR ALLOCATING
MEDIA ACCESS CONTROL LAYER
RESOURCES IN A WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION ENVIRONMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/784,158, filed Mar. 4, 2013, which 1s a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/093,419,
filed Apr. 25, 2011, which 1s a continuation of and claims
priority to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/435,486, filed
May 17, 2006, entitled METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR
ALLOCATING MEDIA ACCESS CONTROL LAYER
RESOURCES IN A WIRELESS COMMUNICATION
ENVIRONMENT, which claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 60/683,223, filed May 19, 2005,
entitled METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR ALLOCATING
MAC LAYER RESOURCES, the entire contents of all of

which are herein incorporated by reference.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

N/A

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to wireless communications,
and 1n particular to a method and system for dynamically
allocating control and traflic media access control layer
resources at the packet level.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Wireless communication networks, such as cellular net-
works, operate by sharing resources among the mobile
stations operating in the communication network. As part of
the sharing process, resources relating to which channels,
codes, etc., are allocated by one or more controlling devices
within the system. These resources can be allocated at
different levels depending on the type of sharing that must
occur and the underlying network protocols of the system.

Many existing wireless communication networks, such as
those operating under the code division multiple access
(“CDMA”) or the UMTS standards allocate media access
control (“MAC”) layer resources for control signaling and
user/data trathc transmission at the circuit level. However,
this arrangement 1s ineflicient because MAC layer resources
may be allocated for the duration of a communication
session, even though there may be periods of inactivity
during the session. For example, voice over Internet protocol
(“VoIP”’) communication sessions typically have long silent
pertods during which the communication resources go
unused. Some estimates place resource 1nactivity at 60% of
the total communication session time. As such, once MAC
layer resources are allocated for circuit-based (also referred
to as “connection-based”) communication sessions, the
resources can not be used for other signaling or traflic, even
if the sessions are 1dle. It 1s therefore desired to have a MAC
resource allocation arrangement 1n which resources for both
traflic and control signaling can be allocated at a more
granular level than merely at the circuit/connection level, for
example, at the packet level.

However, even 11 MAC layer resources could be allocated
at the packet level, this increase in allocation effort means
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that more processing and signaling overhead resources
within the wireless communication system are required.
This 1s the case because signaling between the mobile
station and the base station are required so that each device
knows what MAC layer resources 1t should use (or are being
used). As such, even if the MAC layer resource allocation
problem was solved, the result would likely be an increased
use of other resources to allocate the MAC layer resources
more efliciently. Accordingly, 1t 1s also desired to have a
system and method that allows both the more granular
allocation of MAC layer resources as well as the eflicient
allocation of these MAC layer resources.

Given the size and cost of implementation of wireless
communication network hardware, system providers are
hesitant to spend the money as well as address the network
outage time that results to swap out hardware to upgrade
their networks, even 1f such hardware change might result in
improved ethciency. This 1s also the case where completely
new protocol environments are proposed such that network
designers and develops must learn anew and adopt the new
ground-up protocol. As such, 1t 1s desirable to have a method
and system that can enhance an existing protocol.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention advantageously provides a method
and system for dynamically allocating MAC layer resources
in a wireless communication environment 1n a manner that
also efliciently allocates these resources with respect to
processing and signaling resource overhead. The method
and system of the present invention can be implemented as
an enhancement to existing wireless communication proto-
cols such as evolution data-only (“EV-DO’") and orthogonal
frequency division multiplexing (“OFDM”), including vari-
ants such as broadband OFDM (*B-OFDM”) and multiple-
input multiple-output B-OFDM (“B-OFDM-MIMO”).

In accordance with one aspect, the present mvention
provides a system for allocating shareable wireless trans-
mission resources 1n which a station establishes a resource
pool. The resource pool 1s divided nto a plurality of physical
layer allocation units usable for wirelessly transmitting
control information and tratlic data. The station assigns
allocation units at a media access control layer for the
wireless transmission of the control information and traflic
data.

In accordance with another aspect, the present invention
provides a method for allocating shareable wireless trans-
mission resources in which a resource pool 1s established.
The resource pool 1s divided 1nto a plurality of physical layer
allocation units usable for wirelessly transmitting control
information and traflic data. Allocation units are assigned at
the media access control layer for the wireless transmission
of the control information and traflic data.

In accordance with still another aspect, the present inven-
tion provides a method for grouping control information for
wireless communication with mobile devices. One or more
multicast groups are defined. Fach of the one or more
multicast groups are defined by a multicast group ID and a
list of member mobile stations. At least a part of the control
information 1s transmitted by multicasting to a multicast
group ID.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of the present invention,
and the attendant advantages and features thereof, will be

more readily understood by reference to the following



US 11,096,155 B2

3

detailed description when considered in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a communication system
constructed in accordance with the principles of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram of an exemplary downlink
resource pool constructed in accordance with the principles
of the present invention;

FI1G. 3 1s a block diagram of another exemplary downlink
resource pool constructed in accordance with the principles
of the present invention; and

FI1G. 4 15 a table showing protocol enhancements used for
implementation of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
INVENTION

(L]

Referring now to the drawing figures in which like
reference designators refer to like elements, there 1s shown
in FIG. 1 a block diagram of a wireless communication
system constructed in accordance with the principles of the
present invention and designated generally as “10”. Com-
munication system 10 preferably includes one or more
mobile stations 12. Mobile stations 12 can be any wireless
device capable of performing the functions herein, including
but not limited to handheld wireless devices such as cellular
phones, PDAs, etc., wireless tower computers, wireless
vehicular mounted phones and wireless laptop computers.
Mobile stations 12 are in communication with one or more
base stations 14. Base stations 14 communicate via wireless
access network 16. External network 18 1s coupled to
wireless access network 16 and allows communication to
and from wireless access network 16 and other local devices
such as mobile stations 12. Wireless access network 16
facilitates communication between base stations 14 them-
selves and/or external services available via external net-
work 18 such as Internet access, VoIP services and the like.
Arrangements for communication within and between wire-
less access network 16 and external network 18 are known.

Wireless communication between mobile stations 12 and
base stations 14 are described in more detail herein, but
include the provisioning and use of resources at the MAC
layer level. Each of mobile stations 12 includes a central
processing unit, volatile and non-volatile storage (memory)
and a wireless communication section, described below 1n
detail, which receives and transmits wireless communication
signals to and from base stations 14. Sumilarly, base stations
14 include a central processing unit, volatile and non-
volatile storage (memory) and a wireless communication
section. These wireless communication sections include the
hardware and software used to implement the features and
functions of the present mvention. Mobile stations 12 and
base stations 14 can be of the type operable 1n accordance
with any of a variety of technologies, such as EV-DO and
various OFDM technologies such as B-OFDM and MIMO-
based OFDM.

Of note, an embodiment of the invention described herein
provides a method and system for allocating MAC layer
resources 1n a wireless communication system operating in
accordance with the code division multiple access
(“CDMA”) 1xEV-DO standard which 1s incorporated herein
by reference. Such allocation, and the corresponding fea-
tures can be performed by base station 14 and/or mobile
station 12 or any other suitable device within wireless access
network 16. It should be noted that the present invention 1s
not limited in this regard, and the system and methods
described herein are equally applicable to wireless commu-
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4

nication systems operating in accordance with various other
standards including the high speed OFDM packet access
(“HSOPA™) 3GPP standard. Also of note, references to
uplink (*UL”) communications refer to communications
from mobile station 12 to base station 14 and references to
downlink (*“DL”) refer to communications from base station
14 to mobile station 12.

An exemplary downlink resource allocation scheme for
the MAC layer constructed in accordance with the principles
of the present invention 1s described with reference to FIG.
2. As 1s shown 1in FIG. 2, downlink resources include
downlink resource pool 20 which 1s divided into a plurality
of allocation units 22. Allocation units 22 are defined by the
OSI physical layer. Resources can be allocated for control
information and/or tratlic, e.g., user data. Downlink resource
pool 20 1s arranged 1nto a multitude of intervals 24 1n which
cach 1nterval represents a transmission time interval
(““I'TT”), transmaission slot or scheduler interval depending
on the implementing technology. For ease of explanation,
these terms are collectively referred to as “TT1.” Of note,
although downlink resource pool 20 1s shown as a two-
dimensional space 1n which the allocation units and pool are
divided 1n time, the downlink resource pool can be further
divided into multi-dimensional space such as time, fre-
quency, code, layer, space, etc. In addition, although FIG. 2
shows similarly sized allocation units, 1t 1s contemplated that
different types of allocation units, for example allocation
umts that differ in size, can be defined within the physical
layer.

Keeping the physical layer arrangement described above
in mind, 1t 15 observed that downlink resource usage at the
MAC layer can be fully or semi-shared. With respect to full
sharing, a system access channel (“SACH”) 1s provided 1n
every TTI. A fixed number of allocation unit(s) are reserved
and used for transmitting key information such as informa-
tion on how to decode the remaining part of the TTI, thereby
enabling mobile stations 12 to understand how to process the
remaining portion of the TTI. All remaining available down-
link resources for the MAC layer provided by the physical
layer can be used dynamically depending on demand. As
noted above, the physical resources can be allocated within
the MAC layer for any type of service, including control and
traflic services. Because the allocation 1s dynamic, there 1s
no dedicated physical control or data channel.

With respect to the semi-sharing concept, the SACH 1s
provided 1n every TTI and a fixed number of allocation
unit(s) are reserved for transmitting key information such as
occurs with respect to full sharing, described above. To
enable power eflicient operation for mobile stations 12 that
are not active, some fixed physical resource may be dedi-
cated to alert i1dle/sleeping mobile stations 12. All remaining
available resources can be used as within the full-sharing
arrangement described above. Of note, the size of the
physical resource used for alerting i1dle mobile stations 12
can be updated slowly based on tratlic statistics. This update
can be broadcast to all mobile stations 12 within the com-
munication region.

Uplink resource allocation 1s described with reference to
FIG. 3. FIG. 3 shows uplink resource pool 26 arranged with
four different types of allocation units 1n a two-dimensional
space. Uplink resource pool 26 includes allocation units 284,
28b, 28¢ and 28d defined by the OSI physical layer. Similar
to the downlink, these allocation units are arranged into
intervals 30. The uplink resource provided to the MAC layer
by the physical layer 1s viewed as the uplink resource pool
26 shown 1n FIG. 3. As with downlink resource allocation,
uplink resource pool can be arranged into a multi-dimen-
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sional space, e.g., time, frequency, code, layer, space, efc.
Also as with downlink resource allocation, uplink resource
allocation can be arranged into multiple types of allocation
units which can be different 1n size. Accordingly, although
FIG. 2 shows a single allocation unit for downlink resource
allocation and FI1G. 3 shows four types of allocation units for
uplink resource allocation, the present invention 1s not
limited to such. Downlink resource allocation can be
arranged 1n multiple units and/or the uplink resource allo-
cation can be arranged into a single type of allocation unit,
etc.

It 1s contemplated that all available uplink resources
within the MAC layer (as provided by the physical layer)
can be semi-statically partitioned into multiple logical MAC
resources. As an example of this arrangement 1s shown in
FIG. 3 with the grouping of the allocation units into four
groups, 28a-28d. The partition arrangements can be broad-
cast through a system configuration method. For example,
allocation unmits 28¢ can be arranged as a fast feedback pool.
The fast feedback pool includes multiple resource units, of
a particular type, which are few in number and occupy a part
of the payload portion of the TTI. Fast feedback pool
allocation units enable mobile stations 12 to provide timely,
small-sized units of feedback information such as channel
quality, and feedback relating to MIMO operation.

Allocation units such as allocation units 28a can be
arranged 1nto an ACK pool. This pool includes multiple
resource units used to provide feedback, for example, one bit
ol information 1n the payload portion of the TTI the ACK
pool enables mobile station 12 to provide feedback for
downlink H-ARQ operation.

A ranging pool, for example allocation units 286, includes
multiple resource units. The ranging pool enables mobile
stations 12 to perform uplink time, power and frequency
adjustment as well as requesting uplink resources from base
stations 14. The remainder of the allocation units, shown as
allocation units 284, represent the uplink trathic pool and
enable mobile stations 12 to send uplink messages and traflic
to base stations 14. Of note, all pooled resources can be
assigned on an as-needed or demand basis among multiple
mobile stations 12, with the allocation lasting one or more
TTIs, e.g., intervals 24 and/or 30.

As noted above, allocation umits can be grouped and
assigned on a packet or as needed basis. The present
invention contemplates enhancing resource assignment sig-
naling efliciency through the use of downlink multicast
grouping. With downlink multicast grouping, multiple
mobile stations 12 sharing certain commonalities can be
grouped as a multicast group for enhancing MAC layer
resource assignment signaling efliciency, for example trans-
mitting at least a part of the control mformation by multi-
casting to a multicast group ID. Under this arrangement, a
multicast group 1s defined by a multicast group ID along
with a listing of the member mobile stations 12.

In a typical unicast arrangement a 10-bit user 1D, enough
to support 1,024 mobile stations 12, 1s assigned to a mobile
station. As such, each assignment must provide ten bits of
space for mobile station 12 identification. This arrangement
consumes a lot of resources. However, grouping mobile
stations 12 dynamically based on usage allows a significant
reduction 1n the required resources because fewer than ten
bits per assignment can be used. For example, consider an
arrangement which has two groups of mobile stations 12
such as a group ol mobile stations 12 using VoIP and another
group of mobile stations 12 using IP e-mail. If there are ten
total mobile stations 12 of which three mobile stations 12 are
in the VoIP group and seven mobile stations 12 are in the IP
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¢-mail group, the VoIP group requires two bits to identily a
mobile station 12 (sub-user) within the group and the IP
¢-mail group requires three bits to 1identify sub-users within
the group. As such, representing the VoIP group and a
sub-user requires two bits plus the number of bits needed to
support and identify the groups. In this case there are two
groups so only a single bit 1s needed for the group 1denti-
fication. Accordingly, only three total bits are needed to
identify a multicast frame which identifies the VoIP group
and a particular mobile station 12 within that group. Simi-
larly, complete 1dentification within the IP e-mail multicast
group requires four bits, one to 1dentify the IP e-mail group
and the remaining three to identily a mobile station 12
within that group. Accordingly, the present invention advan-
tageously allows the allocation of resources on a group-by-
group basis and 1n a manner 1n which the number of bits
needed to identify sub-users within a group can vary
depending on the quantity of sub-users within that group.

The present invention contemplates three different meth-
ods under which multicast groups can be generated, namely,
static, semi-static and dynamic. Each 1s explained in detail.
The static, which 1s OSI upper layer oriented and semi-
static, which 1s OSI layer 2 (MAC layer) oriented, groupings
apply equally to uplink and downlink multicast grouping.
Dynamic grouping differs slightly between downlink mul-
ticast grouping and uplink multicast grouping. With upper
layer-oriented multicast grouping, multicast IDs are pre-
defined for certain services, e.g., VoIP, e-mail, etc., or are
pre-defined for certain mobile stations 12 that are i the
same state, e.g., 1dle. Members of a multicast group are
updated when either a mobile station 12 starts or stops the
service, or a mobile station 12 enters or exits a state within
a service. Member updating 1n a multicast group, 1s broad-
cast or unicast through signaling which, in the case of static
multicast groups 1s not very frequent.

With OSI layer 2 oriented semi-static multicast grouping,
mobile stations 12 are temporarily grouped by their OSI
layer 2 commonality, e.g., downlink non-empty buflers, etc.
Multicast group creation and/or update can be accomplished
by broadcast or unicast through signaling, including the
multicast group i1dentification as well as 1dentification of all
member mobile stations 12. A group update can be accom-
plished relatively quickly as compared with static multicast
grouping, for example, every few seconds depending on
downlink trafiic.

Dynamic downlink multicast grouping 1s OSI layer 1,
¢.g., physical layer, oriented. Under this arrangement,
mobile devices sharing predetermined physical layer com-
monality, for example, the same data rate, are temporarily
grouped. The multicast group creation and update can be
accomplished by broadcast/unicast or signaling that includes
the multicast group ID as well as i1dentification of all
member mobile stations 12. Multicast group creation and
updating can also be accomplished by ad-hoc auto-grouping
through which a mobile station 12 joins a group based on its
preference. For example, a multicast group could include all
mobile stations 12 that request the same downlink data rate.
By indicating a preferred downlink data rate in the form of
a data rate index, a mobile station 12 automatically joins a
group that 1s i1dentified by this data rate. As such, the data
rate index can be used as the multicast group 1dentification.
As 1s readily observable, the updating of multicast groups
can be accomplished every TTI, thereby allowing a very
dynamic grouping structure.

Uplink multicast grouping strategy for dynamic physical
layer oriented grouping 1s similar to that described above
with respect to dynamic downlink multicast grouping with
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the exception that ad-hoc auto-grouping 1s not applicable to
uplink multicast grouping, As with downlink multicast
grouping, dynamic uplink multicast grouping allows for
temporarily grouping mobile stations 12 sharing some pre-
determined physical layer commonality such as the same
data rate, same H-ARQ), efc.

The previously described multicast grouping methods
result 1n a reduction of overhead resource requirements. Of
note, a mobile station 12 can participate 1n one or more
multicast groups, accordingly, one or more multicast group
IDs can be used to identily a mobile station 12. If multicast
group information 1s known to all mobile station members
through some form of update message that includes the
multicast ID and listing of member mobile devices, certain
elliciencies can be obtained. For example, a mobile device
can be 1dentified at the time the resource 1s allocated simply
by one or more multicast group IDs. I all mobile stations 12
in the group are allocated resources, it 15 not necessary to
include the listing of mobile device IDs, assuming the order
of mobile devices 1s the same as i1n the multicast group
update message that would have been previously sent. If not
all mobile stations 12 1 a group are allocated resources, a
bit map or oflf/on flag can be used to indicate whether the
resource to a particular mobile station 12 1s assigned.

When downstream interval usage code (“DIUC™), e.g.,
downlink modulation and a code scheme index, 1s used to
create a multicast group, each physical burst can be
described 1n the main MAP (resource assignment) message.
The descriptions include the umicast/multicast 1D, the data
rate index and location of the physical burst. Of course, the
unicast/multicast ID could also be the data rate index for an
ad-hoc auto-grouping. Within the physical burst including
data from multiple mobile stations 12, a burst-MAP provides
the mobile station 1D, MIMO control information, H-ARQ
control information, packet data unit (“PDU”") length, etc. In
this way, the main MAP length 1s reduced. Because MAP
length 1s a significant contributor to MAC layer overhead,
reducing the MAP length reduces MAC layer overhead.

The multicast grouping arrangements described above
also advantageously allow power savings within mobile
stations 12. When combined with main MAP and the sub-
MAP concepts described herein, the multicast group ID can
assist a mobile station 12 to determine which sub-MAP to
monitor. Of note, the MAP concept 1s known to those of skall
in the art, and 1s not described herein 1in detail. When a
physical burst includes short data packet such as occurs in
VoIP communications, from multiple mobile stations 12
sharing the same modulation and code scheme, a broadcast
ID can be used as may be known in the current OFDM
standards for this physical burst. As such, all mobile stations
12 need to decode the physical burst. A multicast grouping
ID defined for short packet or VoIP services can be used here
to prevent other mobile devices who do not belong to this
group to decode the physical burst. By avoiding the physical
burst decode, power savings result.

In order to facilitate MAC layer resource allocation,
embodiments of the present invention implement protocol
enhancements over 1XEV-DO such as for 3GPP2 environ-
ments. These enhancements may include enhancements
within the B-OFDM-MIMO environment. Of note, although
the followmg 1s explaimned with reference to B-OFDM-
MIMO, 1t 1s understood that the mvention can be imple-
mented in any B-OFDM environment and 1s not relegated to
the use of MIMO.

FIG. 4 shows the enhancements to various layers within
B-OFDM-MIMO. Table 32 shows that, at connection layer
34, B-OFDM-MIMO overhead and B-OFDM-MIMO idle
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state protocol functions are used. The B-OFDM-MIMO
overhead protocol provides broadcast messages including
information on the B-OFDM-MIMO system as well as
uplink and downlink resource pool definitions such as
resource pools 20 and 26 1n FIGS. 2 and 3. The B-OFDM-

MIMO 1dle state protocol provides procedures that a
B-OFDM-MIMO enabled mobile station 12 and a

B-OFDM-MIMO access network, e.g., a station 14, follow
when a connection 1s not open. These procedures include
ellicient paging mechanisms, location updates and periodic
ranging.

Media access control layer 36 includes functions for
B-OFDM-MIMO resource management and a B-OFDM-
MIMO ranging channel MAC protocol. The B-OFDM-
MIMO resource management MAC protocol implements
uplink and downlink resource management as described
above, and generates “assignment” messages to indicate
how the resources will be allocated. The B-OFDM-MIMO
ranging channel MAC protocol establishes the management
ranging procedure such as the loading indication and detec-
tion indication. Physical layer 38 implements an enhanced
B-OFDM-MIMO physical layer protocol which establishes
physical layer procedures for implementing the present
invention as 1s described herein.

The present invention, as described above, addresses how
resources are to be allocated, how the allocation 1s estab-
lished, how efliciencies can be obtained by grouping, etc.
The configuration information relating to these aspects of
the invention must be communicated among mobile stations
12 and base stations 14. Operational options of system
configuration information can be transmitted with a fixed
cycle, which 1s convenient for system parameter synchro-
nization ol non-active mobile stations 12, or transmitted at
a non-fixed cycle, which 1s convenient for system descrip-
tion updates for timely adaptation to traflic patterns, mobility
statistic changes and interference avoidance.

When transmitting with a fixed cycle, a sector description
message can be used as part of the overhead protocol n
connection layer 34. The sector description message
includes a sector ID, geographic information, neighbor
information, and information on air interface resource usage,
¢.g., uplink and downlink channel classifications and defi-
nitions. In addition, the control channel MAC protocol, not
shown 1n FIG. 4 but present in MAC layer 36, 1s modified
to enable fixed cycle transmissions.

If configuration information 1s transmitted with a non-
fixed cycle, the sector parameter message can be 1mple-
mented such that 1t includes the sector ID, geographic
information and neighbor information and transmaitted at
least once every N sector parameter B-OFDM-MIMO
frames. Transmitting with a non-fixed cycle 1s also 1mple-
mented with downlink and uphnk description messages. The
downlink description message 1s implemented as part of the
downlink traflic channel MAC protocol which 1s part of the
media access control layer 36 and 1s not shown 1n FIG. 4.
Similarly, the uplink description message 1s implemented as
part of the uplink trathic channel MAC protocol within media
access control layer 36. The downlink description message
includes downlink resource usage definition and 1s trans-
mitted at least once every M downlink description
B-OFDM-MIMO frames. The uplink description includes
uplink resource usage defimitions as discussed above, and 1s
transmitted at least once every X uplink description
B-OFDM-MIMO {rames.

Non-fixed cycle transmission further includes a quick
configuration message which includes the sector 1D, sector
signature, downlink description signature, uplink descrip-
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tion signature and corresponding next transmission sched-
ule. The quick configuration message 1s transmitted at a
fixed cycle which 1s more frequent than the sector parameter,
downlink description, uplink description message transmis-
S1011.

In order to convey how resources are assigned, the present
invention provides downlink resource assignment descrip-
tion and uplink resource assignment description protocol
enhancements. With respect to downlink resource assign-
ment description, the present mvention includes a frame
control message as part of the B-OFDM-MIMO resource
management MAC protocol. The frame control message 1s
transmitted at the very beginning of each B-OFDM-MIMO
frame. It establishes the fixed physical layer occupancy as
well as known physical layer parameters. It also occupies a
fixed portion of the MAC payload and includes the frame
number, establishes physical occupancy of the anchor mes-
sage length and also includes an alert message indicator
relating to the alert of 1dle mobile stations 12.

The anchor message includes a pointer to the alert mes-
sage, described below. The pointer to the alert message
includes an offset plus a vanable length which depends on
a number of assigned active mobile stations 12. One bit 1s
provided per mobile station. The anchor message also
includes pointers to the overhead message, 11 any, to the alert
message and to the assignment message, also discussed
below. The alert message, also part of downlink resource
assignment description provides downlink tratlic addressing
so that mobile devices 12 that are 1dle can be alerted when
there 1s information to be transmitted and/or recerved. The
assignment message, also part of the downlink resource
assignment description aspect of the present invention,
provides downlink data transmission parameters, including

a modulation and coding scheme (“MCS”) index, which 1s
determined based on feedback from mobile stations 12,
H-ARQ parameters, MIMO parameters based on feedback
from mobile stations 12 and resource allocation, e.g., ID of
allocation units.

Uplink resource assignment descriptions include the alert
message and assignment message. However, while the
downlink resource assignment for these message relates to
downlink traffic addressing and downlink data transmission
parameters, the uplink resource assignment description
aspects for the alert message and assignment message relate
to link ftraffic addressing and uplink data transmission
parameters.

The protocol enhancement aspect of the present invention
also provides for enhanced mobile station 12 addressing to
tacilitate the addressing arrangements discussed above. In
accordance with the present invention, the 7-bit MAC 1ndex
known as part of the B-OFDM-MIMO protocol can be used
to 1dentily active mobile stations 12. In this regard, the MAC
index assignment method can be used. The MAC index can
be unicast, multicast or broadcast. When assigned as a
unicast 1D, the ID 1s used for both uplink and downlink
communications. In other words, the unicast ID 1s used to
identify the mobile station 12, and not the direction of
communication. Further, the MAC 1ndex 1s used in the
assignment message for downlink broadcast and multicast,
and 1n both the uplink and downlink for unicast traflic.

An aspect of resource allocation involves an 1indication of
the downlink data rate. The data rate can be determined by
mobile station 12 or base station 14. If the data rate 1s
determined by mobile station 12, the explicit data rate
indication 1s not included in the assignment message. In
contrast, 11 the data rate 1s determined by base station 14, the
explicit data rate indication appears in the assignment mes-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

sage. Data rate determination can be static, 1.e. 1t 1s negoti-
ated at session set up or dynamic, 1.e. the data rate is
determined on a TTI-by-TTI basis. For dynamic data rate
determination, the present invention contemplates the use of
a flag to indicate the inclusion of data rate indication. For
example, 11 the data rate determined by base station 14 is the
same as that indicated by mobile station 12, no explicit data
rate indication 1s needed. Otherwise, the data rate indication
appears 1n the assignment message.

Another aspect for implementing resource allocation at
the MAC level 1s the use of feedback so that base station 14
has some 1dea as to various performance 1ssues relating to
the wireless communication. As such, the present invention
provides a feedback message which allows a mobile station
12 to provide information relating to downlink data rate,
cell/sector selection, MIMO-related teedback and permuta-
tions. This feedback data can be provided in the feedback
message via a feedback channel autonomously used by
mobile station 12 or in response to a feedback pooling
message received from base station 14. The feedback pool-
Ing message 1s an mquiry sent to mobile station 12 that
allows base station 14 and the remainder of components 1n
the system to obtain the feedback data.

The present invention also provides an uplink bandwidth
request message. The uplink bandwidth request message 1s
used by a mobile station 12 to request bandwidth resources
for uplink transmission. Of note, all available uplink
resources are shared among all active mobile stations 12,
and, 1 accordance with the present invention, it 1s not
necessary for an active mobile station 12 to have dedicated
uplink resources. Accordingly, uplink resource usage can be
provided on a request/grant basis. The band width request
message includes data necessary for identification of the
mobile station 12 requesting the band width as well as an
indication of how much band width i1s being requested.

The present invention also provides for time power and
frequency adjustment and network 1nitial access. Regarding
the latter, an access request message 1s provided which 1s
used for initial access and non-assisted handofl after a
successiul time, power and frequency (““IPF”) adjustment.
The access requested message also includes the mobile
device ID.

TPF adjustments are provided by a TPF adjustment
message that controls TPF transmission and periodic pool-
ing. The TPF adjustment message provides recommended
timing, power and frequency adjustments. A TPF adjustment
acknowledgement message 1s used to acknowledge receipt
of the TPF adjustment message. This 1s used for ranging
purposes after a successiul TPF adjustment.

The present mnvention provides a method and system that
allows MAC layer resources to be allocated on a dynamic,
e.g., per TTI, basis. In accordance therewith, the present
invention provides for the grouping of mobile stations 12
into multicast groups to increase resource efliciency by
decreasing the amount of control information that must be
communicated between mobile stations 23 and base stations
14. Further, the present invention provides enhancements to
known wireless communication protocols to facilitate
implementation of the resource allocation and multicast
group aspects of the present invention.

Unless mention was made above to the contrary, 1t should
be noted that all of the accompanying drawings are not to
scale. Significantly, this invention can be embodied 1n other
specific forms without departing from the spirit or essential
attributes thereof, and accordingly, reference should be had
to the following claims, rather than to the foregoing speci-
fication, as indicating the scope of the invention.
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What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method for receiving mobile station-specific control
information within a multicast group, the method compris-
ing, by a mobile station:

receiving control signaling associated with a first multi-

cast group ID indicating a resource location for a
physical burst transmission, wherein a first multicast
group 1s defined by the first multicast group 1D and by
a base station temporarily grouping mobile stations
sharing a layer commonality; and

receiving a multicast group control message from the base

station via multicasting to the first multicast group 1D
in the physical burst transmission associated with the
first multicast group ID, the multicast group control
message comprising the mobile station-specific control
information, wherein the physical burst transmission
comprises control information for a plurality, of mobile
stations of the first multicast group, wherein the mobile
station-specific control information comprises an 1den-
tifier corresponding specifically to the mobile station
and 1nformation corresponding specifically to the
mobile station.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the layer commonality
1s a layer 1 or a layer 2 commonality.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein defining the first
multicast group includes:

predefining a multicast group ID for each of at least one

supported service and/or state; and

including the mobile station having a supported service

and/or state as part of a predefined multicast group
having a corresponding multicast group 1D.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving
resource allocation signaling that allocates resources to
selected mobile stations in the first multicast group.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the first multicast
group 1D prevents other mobile stations that do not belong
to the first multicast group from decoding the physical burst
transmission.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the control signaling
associated with the first multicast group ID includes a data
rate index and a location of the physical burst transmission.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the method 1s applied
to a wireless protocol comprising one or more of: evolution
data-only (EV-DO), Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (UMTS), code division multiple access (CDMA),
orthogonal {requency division multiplexing (OFDM),
broadband OFDM (B-OFDM), broadband OFDM multiple
input multiple output (B-OFDM-MIMO) or a 3rd Genera-
tion Partnership Project 3GPP protocol.

8. A non-transitory, computer accessible memory medium
storing program 1instructions for receiving mobile station-
specific control information within a multicast group,
wherein the program instructions are executable by a pro-
cessor o a mobile station to perform operations comprising:

receiving control signaling associated with a first multi

cast group ID indicating a resource location for a
physical burst transmission, wherein a first multicast
group 1s defined by the first multicast group ID and by
a base station temporarily grouping mobile stations
sharing a layer commonality; and

receiving a multicast group control message from the base

station via multicasting to the first multicast group 1D
in the physical burst transmission associated with the
first multicast group 1D, the multicast group control
message comprising the mobile station-specific control
information, wherein the physical burst transmission
comprises control information for a plurality, of mobile
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stations of the first multicast group, wherein the mobile
station-specific control information comprises an iden-
tifier corresponding specifically to the mobile station
and 1nformation corresponding specifically to the
mobile station.

9. The non-transitory, computer accessible memory
medium of claim 8, wherein the layer commonality 1s a layer
1 commonality or a layer 2 commonality.

10. The non-transitory, computer accessible memory
medium of claim 8, wherein defimng the first multicast
group includes:

predefining a multicast group ID for each of at least one

supported service and/or state; and

including the mobile station having a supported service

and/or state as part of a predefined multicast group
having a corresponding multicast group ID.

11. The non-transitory, computer accessible memory
medium of claim 8, wherein the operations further comprise
rece1ving resource allocation signaling allocates resources to
selected mobile stations in the first multicast group.

12. The non-transitory, computer accessible memory
medium of claim 8, wherein the first multicast group 1D
prevents other mobile stations that do not belong to the first
multicast group from decoding the physical burst transmis-
S101.

13. The non-transitory, computer accessible memory
medium of claim 8, wherein the control signaling associated
with the first multicast group ID includes a data rate index
and a location of the physical burst transmaission.

14. The non-transitory, computer accessible memory
medium of claim 8, wherein the operations are applied to a
wireless protocol comprising one or more of: evolution
data-only (EV-DO), Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (UMTS), code division multiple access (CDMA),
orthogonal {frequency division multiplexing (OFDM),
broadband OFDM (B-OFDM), broadband OFDM multiple
input multiple output (B-OFDM-MIMO) or a 3rd Genera-
tion Partnership Project 3GPP protocol.

15. A mobile station configured to recerve mobile station-
specific control mformation within a multicast group, the
mobile station comprising:

communication circuitry, wherein the communication cir-

cuitry 1s configured to perform wireless communica-
tion; and

processing hardware coupled to the communication cir-

cuitry, wherein the processing hardware 1s configured

to operate with the communication circuitry to:

receive control signaling associated with a first multi-
cast group ID indicating a resource location for a
physical burst transmission, wherein a first multicast
group 1s defined by the first multicast group ID and
by a base station temporarily grouping mobile sta-
tions sharing a layer commonality; and

receive a multicast group control message from the
base station via multicasting to the first multicast
group ID 1n the physical burst transmission associ-
ated with the first multicast group 1D, the multicast
group control message comprising the mobile sta-
tion-specific control information, wherein the physi-
cal burst transmission comprises control information
for a plurality of mobile stations of the first multicast
group, wherein the mobile station-specific control
information comprises an identifier corresponding
specifically to the mobile station and information
corresponding specifically to the mobile station.

16. The mobile station of claim 135, wherein the layer
commonality 1s a layer 1 or a layer 2 commonality.
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17. The mobile station of claim 15, wherein defining the
first multicast group includes:

predefining a multicast group ID for each of at least one

supported service and/or state; and

including the mobile station having a supported service 5

and/or state as part of a predefined multicast group
having a corresponding multicast group ID.

18. The mobile station of claim 15, wherein the first
multicast group ID prevents other mobile stations that do not
belong to the first multicast group from decoding the physi- 10
cal burst transmission.

19. The mobile station of claim 15, wherein the control
signaling associated with the first multicast group ID
includes a data rate index and a location of the physical burst
transmission. 15

20. The mobile station of claim 15, wherein the process-
ing hardware 1s further configured to operate with the
communication circuitry to implement a wireless protocol
comprising one or more of: evolution data-only (EV-DO),
Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS), 20
code division multiple access (CDMA), orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing (OFDM), broadband OFDM
(B-OFDM), broadband OFDM multiple input multiple out-
put (B-OFDM-MIMO) or a 3rd Generation Partnership
Project 3GPP protocol. 25
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