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(57) ABSTRACT

A resealable airtight container system 1s provided for hold-
ing and storing paint that preserves and maintains the paint
in a clean, high quality condition for current and subsequent
use. Different embodiments of the system include a non-
cylindrical container component, a removable container
edge-protecting lip component that engages an upper edge
of the non-cylindrical container, and a sealing lid component
that provides an airtight seal to cover and seal the container.
The lip component may be stored in the lid component when
not in use. In one embodiment, the system provides a
non-cylindrical container that may function both as a paint-
ing tool carrier and as a resealable paint container.

16 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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RESEALABLE AIRTIGHT CONTAINER
SYSTEM FOR USING AND STORING PAINT

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 62/685,131, filed 14 Jun. 2018, the
disclosure of which 1s fully incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to resealable con-
tainers for holding liquids and specifically to a resealable
airtight container system for paint and similar liquids that
holds the paint or similar liquid during use and stores and
preserves the paint or stmilar liquid for subsequent use.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Painters of all levels of experience, from painting con-
tractors to do-it-yoursell project painters, have experienced
the frustrations and challenges of opening a can of paint,
using a portion of the quantity of paint 1n the can, and then
trying to reseal the can with the lid provided to save the
remaining paint to finish the job later or to use for another
10b. Most commercially available paint cans have a lid that
fits 1nto a circumierential recess 1n a rim at the top of the
paint can. Paint easily flows into the circumiferential recess
when these cans are opened and the paint 1s stirred and/or
poured into another container. Paint may also flow into the
circumierential recess as a painter’s brush 1s dipped 1nto the
paint and then wiped against the rnm. After a paint can has
been opened and the paint inside has been stirred and used,
it 1s diflicult and time-consuming to clean accumulated paint
out of the circumierential recess.

Even a small amount of paint that remains within the
circumierential recess may prevent the formation of an
airtight seal when the originally provided lid 1s put back on
the paint can. If the paint can 1s not sealed with an airtight
seal, the paint remaining inside may evaporate, deteriorate,

or become otherwise unusable, for example as a result of

impurities entering the paint. If usable, the saved paint may
not be of a quality that will produce as high quality a paint
10b as desired. When a painting contractor 1s not able to
preserve unused paint for subsequent reuse during the course
of a job, additional paint must be purchased, increasing the
cost of the job. This could add significantly to a job’s costs,
depending on the size of the job and the amount of paint that
must be purchased to replace that which was not usable.

The art has proposed solutions that attempt to solve some
of the foregoing challenges. Proposed solutions are directed
primarily to adapting or providing lids for commercially
available paint cans to improve sealing after the cans have
been opened. For example, one available lid 1s made of a
material that stretches and 1s intended to fit most gallon size
paint cans. While some of the proposed lids may solve some
1ssues related to paint overtlow, they may not seal paint cans
as eflectively as required to maintain saved paint 1n a high
quality reusable condition. As a result, the paint stored 1n
cans with such lids, while potentially reusable, might not
produce a high quality paint job. None of the available
solutions provides a reliable airtight seal 1n a container
system for using and storing paint that preserves the paint 1n
a clean, high quality condition for future use.

The configuration of currently available paint cans and
containers may also contribute to an accumulation of paint
in or around the lid and the prevention of an airtight seal.
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Paint cans and containers are available 1n a range of sizes
that typically ranges from a single quart, or less, to at least
five gallons. All of these cans and containers presently have
the same cylindrical shape. The circumierential recess has a
smaller diameter than the can or container diameter, and, as
noted above, excess paint wiped ofl the brush may accumu-
late 1n the circumierential recess. The excess paint may also
drip back into the can or container, taking with 1t any
impurities present in or around the circumierential recess
where the brush 1s wiped into the paint remaining in the can
or container. The art has suggested containers for paint and
other liguids that are not cylindrical. The available non-
cylindrical containers intended for paint hold a quantity of
paint temporarily for use during a painting job and are not
designed or mtended to be sealed to provide a clean system
that preserves the paint for future use.

There 1s a need, therefore, for a resealable airtight con-
tamner system for holding paint during use and then for
storing the paint for subsequent reuse that maintains the
paint 1n a clean, high quality condition.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s a primary object of the present invention, therefore,
to provide a resealable airtight container system for holding
and storing paint that maintains the paint 1n a clean, high
quality condition during initial use and for subsequent reuse.

It 1s another object of the present mnvention to provide a
resealable container for paint and similar liquids that has a
non-cylindrical configuration.

It 1s an additional object of the present imvention to
provide a resealable container for paint and similar liquids
with seal elements that ensure creation of an airtight seal
alfter the container has been opened and then resealed to
preserve and store paint or similar liquid remaining in the
container.

It 1s a further object of the present invention to provide an
integral painting tool carrier and resealable paint container
with airtight seal-creating elements that permits use of the
integral carrier and container to transport painting tools and
equipment, to hold paint during a painting job, and to store
and preserve paint 1 a clean airtight condition.

In accordance with the aforesaid objects, embodiments of
a resealable airtight container system for storing paint that
preserves and maintains the paint 1 a clean, high quality
condition for subsequent reuse are provided. In one embodi-
ment, the system includes a container with a non-cylindrical
shape and a multiple element sealing portion shaped to
engage an upper edge of the contamner, to cover a top
opening of the container, and to seal the container. In another
embodiment, the resealable airtight container system
includes a container with the shape of a trapezoidal solid
with a handle that facilitates use of multiple sizes of brushes
and painting rollers up to about 6 inches 1n length. A lip
clement may be configured to engage the container edge,
and a lid member may be configured to engage both the lip
clement and the container edge. An additional embodiment
of the system provides a non-cylindrical container that may
function as an integral painting tool carrier and resealable
paint container. When the system 1s not used as a painting
tool carrier, 1t may be used as a paint container, and a sealing,
portion may be provided to engage, cover, and seal the
non-cylindrical paint container to store and preserve paint in
a clean, high quality condition so that the paint may be used
at a later time.
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Other objects and advantages will be apparent from the
tollowing description, claims, and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a diagrammatic 1llustration of one embodiment
of the resealable airtight container system of the present
invention from a front view;

FIG. 2 1s a diagrammatic illustration of the resealable
airtight container system of the FIG. 1 turned about 90
degrees from the front view shown 1n FIG. 1;

FI1G. 3 1s a side cross-sectional view of a second embodi-
ment showing the components of this embodiment of the
resealable airtight container system of the present invention;

FIG. 4 1s an exploded perspective view of the FIG. 3
embodiment of the resealable airtight container system of
the present invention;

FI1G. 5 1llustrates the FIG. 3 embodiment of the resealable
airtight container system of the present mmvention fully
assembled;

FIG. 6 1s a top view of an edge or lip element usable with
the resealable airtight container system of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of a third embodiment of
the resealable airtight container system of the present inven-
tion, which provides an integral painting tool carrier and
paint holding and storage container;

FIG. 8A shows a perspective view of an outer container
section ol the embodiment of the resealable airtight con-
tainer system shown in FIG. 7;

FI1G. 8B shows a perspective view of an inner liner section
of the embodiment of the resealable airtight container sys-
tem shown in FIG. 7;

FIG. 8C shows a perspective view of a rim liner or lip
clement of the embodiment of the resealable airtight con-
tainer system shown in FIG. 7; and

FIG. 8D shows a perspective view of a lid that may
replace the rnm liner or lip element of FIG. 8C of the

embodiment of the resealable airtight container system
shown 1n FIG. 7.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The resealable airtight container system of the present
invention provides a versatile container system for holding
and storing paint and similar liquids, and its design may
allow a professional painter or other user to complete a job
or a painting project more quickly and with less paint than
may be possible with available paint containers and reseal-
able lids. The system of the present invention may be used
to hold paint during a job and to facilitate access to the paint
by different paint applicators. When not all of the paint 1n the
container has been used, for example, 1f the painting process
must be interrupted or when there 1s paint remaining after a
10b 1s completed, the container may be securely resealed in
a manner discussed below that preserves the paint 1n a clean,
high quality condition for later use. If all of the paint in the
container 1s used up, the resealable airtight container system
may be easily dissembled for cleaning and reuse.

Referring to the drawings, which may not be drawn to
scale, three different embodiments of the resealable airtight
container system of the present invention are shown. FIGS.
1 and 2 show a first embodiment of the resealable airtight
container system of the present invention from two different
views. The resealable airtight container system 10 includes
multiple components that are structurally and functionally
arranged to provide a holder for a quantity of paint or a
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similar liquid and to seal the holder with an airtight seal. A
non-cylindrical holder or paint container 12, which may also
be referred to as a paint bucket, may have the shape of a
truncated cone and resemble a flowerpot, with a bottom
surface 14 and a circumierential upper edge 16 that defines
a circular opening (not shown). The angled interior of the
container 12 may provide a surface for wiping excess paint
ofl a brush. The container 12 may be sized to hold different
quantities of paint or a similar liquid. Professional painters
use most frequently and are most familiar with the one
gallon and five gallon containers in which most paints are
currently sold, and 1t 1s contemplated that the container 12
of the present invention may be made to hold these volumes
of paint and may be sized accordingly. The present system
may also be constructed to hold any desired paint quantity.

A rnm element 18 may be formed integrally with the
container 12 or may be formed separately and then attached
to the container 12 to form the upper edge 16. The rim
clement 18 may have an overall rectangular shape with a
central opening that may be rectangular or that may have a
circular shape or another shape. The rim element 18 may be
formed with an edge projection 20 that extends outwardly of
the upper edge 16 completely or partially around the perim-
cter or the circumierence of the rim element. The rim
clement 18 may also include clamps 22 that may be spaced
on opposite sides of the rim element and/or 1n other locations
about the rim element as well. The rim element 18 may be
shaped to include pivot locations 24 that provide pivot
attachments for the clamps 22. The pivotal attachment of
clamps 22 allows the clamps 22 to be pivoted into and out
of engagement with a detachable edge cover 26. One of the
clamps 22 i1s shown in an engaged position within an
engagement recess 28 in the edge cover 26, and the opposite
clamp 22 1s shown 1n an unengaged or released position.

The edge projection 20 on the rnm element 18 may be
received within a corresponding receptacle 30 in a rim
clement-contacting surface 32 of the edge cover 26. The
edge cover 26 may include a recess 34 1n an outward surface
36 to recerve a lid projection 38 on a lid 40. The edge
projection 20 and the lid projection 38 may have different
configurations than those shown and may be sized with the
corresponding receptacle 30 and recess 34 to produce a
secure press fit when the edge cover 26 1s clamped into
engagement with the rim element 18 and when the 11id 40 1s
used to cover the entire assembly.

The clamps 22 may also be used to attach the lid 40 to the
rim element 18 when the edge cover 26 has been removed.
Ensuring a tight fit between the lid 40 and the nm element
18 will provide an airtight seal when paint remaining 1n the
container 12 1s to be stored. An engagement recess 41 may
be provided 1n the 11d 40 that engages the clamps 22. The Iid
40 may be adapted to have a slightly different configuration
than shown to fit securely on the edge projections of the rim
clement 18.

A handle 42 may be provided to help the user of the
resealable airtight container system carry the system and
attach 1t to a ladder or other structure. A handle 42 may be
formed integrally with the rnm element, as shown 1n FIGS.
2 and 3-5, or a handle 42 may be attached pivotally or 1n
another convenient manner. The embodiment of the present
invention shown 1n FIG. 7 has a pivotally attached handle.
If desired, a carabiner or like device (not shown) may be
attached to the handle to facilitate attachment of the system
to a painter’s work belt, a ladder, or to another other
location.

FIG. 2 illustrates, diagrammatically, the resealable airtight
container system 10 of the present mvention from a side
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view turned 90 degrees from the front view 1in FIG. 1. In this
view the relative locations of the clamp 22, pivot attachment
location 24, and the recesses 28 1n the edge cover 26 and 41
in the lid 40 can be seen. The integral attachment of the
handle 42 to the nm element 18 may also be seen.

The rim element 18, the edge cover 26, and the 1id 40 are
shown 1 FIGS. 1 and 2 with spacing between these system
components. When the container 12 is in use, and the edge
cover 26 1s clamped to the rim element 18 with the clamps
22 held within the engagement recesses 28, facing surfaces
of these system components are in contact. To temporarily
seal the system, the surface 36 of 1id 40 will contact the edge
cover 26. To seal the container with an airtight seal, the lid
40, as noted above, may be adapted to engage the edge
projection 20 on the rim element 18, and the clamps 22 will
engage the engagement recesses 41 1n the lid 40.

A second embodiment of the resealable airtight container
system of the present invention 1s shown 1n FIGS. 3-6. The
container or paint holding portion of the system may have
the shape of a trapezoidal solid, which 1s more clearly shown
in FIGS. 4 and 5. FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional diagrammatic
representation of the second embodiment of the system and
shows the relationship of the system components designed
to produce an airtight seal. A container 30, sized to hold a
desired quantity of paint, may be formed with a bottom
surface 52 having a smaller perimeter than the perimeter of
a top edge 34 of the container 50. A handle 56 may be
formed integrally with the container 50 or may be formed
separately and attached to an exterior surface of the con-
tainer 50. An exterior projecting rim 58 may be formed as an
integral element of the container 50 to enhance sealing. A
detachable lip 60 1s a separate element and may be formed
to fit securely onto the top edge 54 of the container 50 to
cover the edge 54 of the container, preventing paint from
reaching the edge 54. Spaced inner and outer attachment
legs 62 and 64 extend from the lip 60 to receive the upper
edge 54 of the container 50 within a receptacle 66 formed
between the inner attachment leg 62 and the outer attach-
ment leg 64. When the lip 60 1s securely attached to the
container 30, the outer leg 64 contacts the exterior projecting
rim 38. A lip projection 68 may be formed opposite the
receptacle 66 to extend outwardly of the lip 60 when it 1s 1n
place on the container top edge 54. A container cover or lid
70 may have inner and outer sealing elements 72 and 74 that
have the same spacing as the attachment legs 62 and 64 and
that form a recess 76 with the same dimensions as the
receptacle 66.

The detachable lip 60 functions as an edge protector that
keeps the top edge 54 of the container 50 clean and free from
paint when paint 1s mixed in the container, when excess
paint 1s wiped from a brush, and in other situations that
might cause paint to flow onto the top edge 54. If paint 1s to
be stored 1n the container 50, the lip 60 may be removed, and
the 1id 70 secured 1n place on the top of the container with
the top edge 54 held within the recess 76 between the lid
inner and outer sealing elements 72 and 74. As noted above,
the configurations of the attachment legs 62 and 64, the
sealing elements 72 and 72 and the corresponding receptacle
66, and recess 76 should be selected to form a press it or
other secure connection that will hold the lip 60 1n place on
the container 50 during use and that will ensure the airtight-
ness of the system when the lid 70 1s attached to the
container 50 to preserve paint for future use.

When the lip 60 1s detached from the container, 1t may be
cleaned and stored on top of the lid 70 so that 1t will be
available for future use with the paint preserved in the
container 50. The 11id 70 may include a projecting rim 78 that
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may be inserted into the receptacle 66 to provide a tempo-
rary connection for storage of the lip 60. FIG. 4 1llustrates an
exploded perspective view of these components of the
resealable airtight container system of the present invention.
The container 50 1s the bottom component shown, the lip 60
1s the top component shown, and the lid 70 holding the lip
60 1s the center component shown.

FIG. 5 1llustrates a perspective view of the components of
the second embodiment of the resealable airtight container
system of the present invention as they would appear when
the lip 60 has been removed and cleaned following a paint
job and the lid 70 has been applied to the container 50 to
preserve unused paint 1in the container. The lip 60 1s shown
in a stored position on the lid 70. FIG. 6 shows the lip 60 as
it appears 1n top view and the peripheral location of the lip
projection 68.

The trapezcndal solid shape of the contaimner 50 1s
designed to increase the efliciency of a painter using the
resealable airtight container system of the present invention
during a paint job. The angled sides allow paint to drip back
into the container without absorbing impurities from the
container, as 1s the case with available paint buckets and
containers. The lip 60 keeps the edge 54 of the container free
from paint so that a secure airtight seal may be created when
the 11d 70 1s placed on the edge 54 to seal the container 50.
The shape of the container may easily accommodate several
different types of brushes and a standard 6 inch paint roller,
which eliminates the need for a separate roller tray for many
painting jobs. As noted above, a carabiner, hook, or the like
may be attached to the handle to permit the container system
to be positioned 1n a range of different convenient locations
for easy access by the user. In addition, resealable airtight
container systems ol the present invention may be easily
stacked when not 1n use.

A third embodiment of the resealable airtight container
system of the present invention i1s shown 1 FIG. 7 and 1n
FIGS. 8A-8D. This embodiment employs a similar lip
element and lid member as the FIGS. 3-6 embodiment, but
with a different container component. The assembled com-
ponents ol the resealable airtight container system of this
embodiment are shown 1n FIG. 7. This resealable airtight
container system 80 may have a rectangular box-like con-
figuration and may be attached to wheels (not shown) for
case of movement and transport. It 1s designed to function
both as a tool box that may hold a painter’s tools and
equipment and as a resealable airtight container system to
store and preserve paint as described above. FIG. 8 A shows
the container outer component 82, which 1s a rectangular
box with a solid bottom 84, solid sides 86, and an open top
88. A peripheral recess 85 may be provided in a surface-
contacting bottom of the solid bottom 84. A removable insert
90 having the same rectangular box configuration as the
outer container 82 with slightly smaller dimensions to
enable 1t to fit within the outer container 82 may be formed
with one or more compartments or sections sized to hold
different painting tools, painting tools and paint, or difierent
quantities or colors of paint.

FIG. 8B 1llustrates an insert 90 with a single large section
92 that corresponds to about half of the mnsert 90 and three
smaller sections 94 that correspond to the other half of the
insert 90. Other combinations of different sized sections may
also be provided for the imsert 90. A handle 96 1s shown
pivotally attached to the insert 90, which permits easy
removal of the insert with the painting tools from the
container 82. When the insert 90 1s removed from the
container 82, the container may then be used to hold paint.
For ease of cleaning, a flexible plastic liner of the type used
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by painters may be inserted into the container 82 before
paint 1s added to the container. If the msert 90 1s divided 1nto
multiple sections so that 1t may be used to hold diflerent
colors of paint, each section of the insert may be provided
with a flexible liner to facilitate cleaning.

A lip element 98 (FIG. 8C), which has a structure similar
to that of lip 60 1n the second embodiment of the resealable
airtight container system, may be secured to the upper edge
83 of the open top 88 of the container 82 over the one or
more flexible liners (not shown). The lip element 98 keeps
the upper edge 83 of the container 82 clean and free from
paint during use of the container to hold paint. The lip
clement 98 may be removed and replaced by a lid 100,
shown 1n FIG. 8D, that has a structure similar to that of the
embodiment shown in FIGS. 3-6 to provide an airtight seal
for the container to preserve any paint to be stored for future
use 1n a clean high quality condition. The peripheral recess
85 in the lower surface of the container component 82 may
be configured to engage a peripheral projection 102 on a
non-sealing surface 104 of the Iid 100. Two or more of the
container systems 80 may be stacked so that the peripheral
projection 102 on the lid of one rectangular container 82
engages the peripheral recess 83 1n the bottom lower surface
of another rectangular container 82 stacked on top. When the
container 82 1s no longer needed to hold or store paint, 1t
may be cleaned and the insert 90 inserted to hold painting,
tools so that the system may function as a tool box. Multiple
ones of this embodiment of the resealable airtight container
system of the present invention may be loaded with painting
tools and paint and stacked together to provide all of the
equipment and paint needed for a job. As noted above,
wheels may be provided, such as on a bottom container, to
make 1t easier for a painter to move the stacked containers.
An arrangement ol three resealable airtight containers
according to the present invention stacked and moved, for
example by a wheeled hand truck, may be fitted with
disposable liners to provide multiple containers for paint and
may also carry all of the painting tools needed for a job. A
shoulder strap may be provided for a single resealable
airtight container of the present invention with a divided
insert 90 as discussed above 1n connection with FIGS. 7 and
8A-8C to hold both paint and painting tools in the same
container, leaving the painter with one or both hands free.

Professional painters often do not use five gallon buckets
of paint, which may be more cost eflective than using
multiple single gallons, but may also produce more wasted
paint 11 all of the paint 1s not used and the five gallon buckets
cannot be resealed securely, as described above. The reseal-
able airtight container of the present invention may be sized
to hold these large quantities of paint and then may be
securely resealed to preserve the paint for a longer time than
may be possible at the present time, including over a
weekend. In addition, larger paint rollers, for example 18
inch rollers, and larger brushes that will fit easily 1 such
containers may be used to cover more suriace area with paint
in a shorter time than the 9 inch rollers and smaller brushes
typically used by many professional painters and most
do-1t-yoursell painters.

It 1s contemplated that the container and lid components
of the resealable airtight container system of the present
invention may be made of a durable rigid plastic that will not
react chemically with the paint or stmilar liquids to be stored
in the sealed container. The lip component may be made of
a silicone material. Other suitable materials may also be
used to form the components of the resealable airtight
container system of the present invention.
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While the present invention has been described primarily
as a resealable airtight container system useful for holding
paints and for use by painters, the system of the present
invention may also be used to hold, store, and preserve
liquids with properties similar to those of paint.

While the present invention has been described with
respect to preferred embodiments, this 1s not mtended to be
limiting, and other arrangements and structures that perform
the required functions are contemplated to be within the
scope of the present mnvention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention will find 1ts primary applicability
when 1t 1s desired to provide a versatile container system
useful for holding paint and similar liquids during their
application and for preserving unused paint in a clean high
quality condition for future application.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A resealable airtight container system for holding,
using, and storing paint that preserves and maintains the
paint 1 a clean, high quality condition during use and
storage, comprising:

a. a non-cylindrical container with a configuration
designed to hold a quantity of paint, comprising a
surface-contacting bottom, an opening opposite said
surface-contacting bottom, and walls extending
between said surface-contacting bottom and said open-
ing to form an edge around said opening to hold said
quantity of paint;

b. a lip element having a shape corresponding to a shape
defined by said edge and to removably attachable to
said edge to form a protective cover keeping said edge
paint-free when said lip element 1s attached to said
edge, said lip element further being removably attach-
able to a I1d member when removed from attachment to
said edge;

c. said lid member having a shape corresponding to said
shape defined by said edge comprising a sealing portion
and a storage portion, said lid member sealing portion
being removably attachable to said lip element to cover
said lip element when said lip element 1s attached to
said edge, said lid member sealing portion forming an
airtight seal covering said edge when said lip element
1s removed from attachment to said edge, and said lip
clement being removably attachable to said storage
portion; and

d. attachment and sealing means for removably attaching
said lip element to said edge and to said lid member
storage portion, for removably attaching said lid mem-
ber sealing portion to said lip element, and for forming
said airtight seal between said lid member sealing
portion and said edge of said non-cylindrical container,
wherein said attachment and sealing means comprises
a stop element disposed about an exterior perimeter or
circumierence to project outwardly of said non-cylin-
drical container, said lip element comprises inner and
outer attachment legs spaced about a periphery of an
edge-contacting surface to receive said edge and
engage said stop element when said lip element is
removably attached to said edge, and a sealing projec-
tion extending about a periphery of a surface opposite
saild edge-contacting surface, and said lid member
comprises a sealing groove between projecting legs 1n
a said sealing portion with attachment legs spaced
about said sealing groove to engage said lip element
sealing projection when said lid member 1s removably



US 11,084,322 B2

9

attached to said lip element and to receirve said edge
with a lid member attachment leg engaging said stop
clement when said lip element 1s removed from attach-

ment to said edge.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein said non-cylindrical
container has a rectangular box configuration and has a
separate sectioned removable rectangular insert member
s1zed to fit within the rectangular box, said surface-contact-
ing bottom comprises a peripheral recess, and said hid
member further comprises a peripheral projection 1n said
storage portion to engage said surface-contacting bottom
peripheral recess when two or more of said non-cylindrical
containers are stacked with said surface-contacting bottoms
in contact with said lid member storage surfaces.

3. A resealable airtight container system for holding and
storing paint that preserves and maintains the paint in a
clean, high quality condition during use and storage, com-
prising:

a. a non-cylindrical container comprising a surface-con-
tacting bottom, an opening opposite said surface-con-
tacting bottom, and walls extending between said sur-
face-contacting bottom and said opening to form an
edge around said opening;

b. a lip element configured to correspond to a shape
defined by said edge and to cover said edge when said
lip element 1s removably attached to said non-cylindri-
cal container;

¢. a lid member configured to removably cover said lip
clement when said lip element i1s attached to said
non-cylindrical container to cover said edge and to
provide an airtight seal covering said edge when said
lip element 1s removed from attachment to said non-
cylindrical container and said lid member 1s attached
directly to said edge, wherein said lid member com-
prises a peripheral projection on an outer surface oppo-
site said edge configured to engage said lip element
iner and outer attachment legs to attach and store said
lip element when said lip element 1s removed from
attachment to said edge and said 1id member 1s attached
to said edge; and

d. attachment and sealing means for securing said lip
clement to said edge, said lid member to said lip
clement, and for securing and sealing said lid member
to said edge of said non-cylindrical container with an
airtight seal, wherein said attachment and sealing
means comprise a stop element disposed about an
exterior perimeter or circumierence of said non-cylin-
drical container, inner and outer attachment legs spaced
about a periphery of an edge-contacting surface of said
lip element to engage said edge and said stop element,
and a sealing projection extending about a periphery of
an opposite surface of said lip element to engage a
sealing groove 1n a sealing surface of said lid member.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein said non-cylindrical
container further comprises a handle integrally formed with
said container walls or separately formed and attached to
said container walls.

5. The system of claim 3, wherein said non-cylindrical
container has the shape of a trapezoidal solid with said edge
having a larger perimeter dimension than the perimeter
dimension of said surface-contacting bottom, and said lip
clement and said lid member have a rectangular shape.

6. The system of claim 3, wherein said non-cylindrical
container has the shape of a truncated cone with said edge
having a larger circumierential dimension than the circum-
terential dimension of said surface-contacting bottom and
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said walls comprise an angled interior surface between said
edge and said surface-contacting bottom to receive excess
paint from a paint brush.

7. The system of claam 3, wherein said non-cylindrical
container has the shape of a rectangular box and said system
turther comprises a separate sectioned removable rectangu-
lar msert member sized to fit within said rectangular box,
wherein said lip element and said lid member have a
rectangular shape and are sized to cover said edge when said
insert member 1s positioned within said rectangular box and
when said msert member 1s removed from said rectangular
box.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein said sectioned remov-
able insert comprises one or more sections sized to hold
paint and sized to hold painting tools and a handle pivotally
attached to said sectioned removable nsert.

9. The system of claim 7, wherein said surface-contacting,
bottom of said rectangular box comprises a peripheral recess

configured to engage a peripheral projection on a non-
sealing surface of said lid member, and two or more of said
rectangular boxes are stacked so that said peripheral pro-
jection on said lid member non-sealing surface of one
rectangular box engages said peripheral recess on said
surface-contacting bottom of another rectangular box
stacked on said one rectangular box.

10. The system of claim 9, further comprising a stack of
more than two of said rectangular boxes with a surface-
contacting bottom of said stack of more than two rectangular
boxes being stacked on a movable wheeled hand truck.

11. The system of claim 3, further comprising a rim
clement attached to said non-cylindrical container edge, and
said attachment and sealing means further comprises at least
a pair of clamps spaced about a periphery of said rim
clement pivotable 1nto and out of engagement with said lip
clement or said lid member.

12. The system of claim 3, wherein said attachment and
sealing means secure said lip element to said edge, said lid
member to said lip element, and said Iid member to said edge
by a press fit.

13. A method for holding, storing, and preserving paint for
reuse, comprising:

a. providing a resealable airtight container system com-
prising a non-cylindrical container with a lip element
removably attached to an open edge of said non-
cylindrical container to cover the edge, a lid member
configured to cover the lip element when the lip ele-
ment 1s attached to the non-cylindrical container and to
cover the edge when the lip element 1s removed from
attachment to the non-cylindrical container, the lip
clement and the lid member being formed with attach-
ment and sealing structures to form a secure and
atrtight seal when the lip element and the 1id member
are attached to the edge of the non-cylindrical con-
tainer:;

b. adding a quantity of paint to the non-cylindrical con-
tainer:;

c. attaching the lip element to the edge with the attach-
ment and sealing structures;

d. removing a portion of the quantity of paint from the
non-cylindrical container with a paint applicator 1n a
manner that causes excess paint to flow back into the
container or on the lip element;

¢. when no more of the quantity of paint 1s to be removed
from the non-cylindrical container, detaching the lip
clement from the edge and attaching and securing the
lid member with the attachment and sealing structures
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to the edge to provide an airtight seal for the non-
cylindrical container holding unused paint for storage
and preservation; and

f. cleaning the lip element and securing the cleaned lip
clement to an outward surface of the lid member with
the attachment and sealing structures.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the non-cylindrical
container has the shape of a rectangular box and has a

separate sectioned removable rectangular insert member
s1zed to {it within the rectangular box and comprising one or
more sections sized to hold paint and painting tools, the lip
clement has a rectangular shape sized to cover the edge, and
the lid member has a rectangular shape sized to cover the
edge and the lip element, further comprising inserting paint
or painting tools into the one or more sections of the 1nsert
member, mserting the msert member with the paint or tools
into the rectangular box, and attaching the lid member and
the lid element to the edge of the rectangular box.
15. The method of claim 14, further comprising:
a. providing a flexible liner and painting tools 1n the insert
member sections, removing the insert member from the
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rectangular box, lining the rectangular box with the
flexible liner, covering the rectangular box edge and the
flexible liner with the lip element, and adding the
quantity of paint to the lined rectangular box; and
b. when no more of the quantity of paint 1s to be removed,
detaching the lip element, removing the flexible liner,
iserting the insert member and painting tools, attach-
ing the lid member to the rectangular box edge, and
securing the lip element to the lid member.
16. The method of claim 14, further comprising providing
a peripheral recess on a surface-contacting bottom of the
rectangular box configured to engage a peripheral projection
on the outward surface of the lid member, stacking a first
rectangular box with the surface-contacting bottom on a
wheeled hand truck and stacking others of the rectangular
boxes with the peripheral projection on the lid member of
the first rectangular box engaging the peripheral recess of
the surface-contacting bottom of an upper rectangular box,
and moving the stack of rectangular boxes with the wheeled

20 hand truck.
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