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COMPUTER MEMORY MANAGEMENT
WITH PERSISTENT BACKUP COPIES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to computer
memory, and more particularly relates to managing com-
puter memory.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Dynamic memory allocation 1s generally used for man-
aging memory dynamically at run time. Dynamic memory
allocation can be used for allocating space for objects whose
sizes and lifetimes are not known statically (i.e. at compile
time). Unfortunately, dynamic memory allocators incur both
execution time overhead and space overhead. Within some
object oriented computer languages such as C and C++,
dynamic memory allocation 1s achueved by functions such as
malloc and free. However, such functions are not always
suflicient. For example, the performance of these types of
functions might not be suflicient for a particular application.
Also, these types of functions generally do not provide
garbage collection or persistent storage allocation in non-
volatile memory (e.g. disk storage).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, a system for managing computer
memory, the system comprising: a processor; a memory
communicatively coupled to the processor; and an intelli-
gent memory manager communicatively coupled to the
processor and the memory, the intelligent memory manager
for performing a method comprising: initializing a memory
allocator within the intelligent memory manager; allocating,
by the memory allocator, a plurality of main memory
objects; backing up, with the intelligent memory manager, at
least one main memory object i the plurality of main
memory objects 1n a persistent storage utilizing a backup
operation; monitoring, with the intelligent memory manager,
input-output bandwidth being consumed for storing infor-
mation in the persistent storage; and moditying, with the
intelligent memory manager, the backup operation based on
monitoring the bandwidth being consumed.

In another embodiment, a method for managing computer
memory 1s disclosed. The method comprises 1nitializing a
memory allocator within an intelligent memory manager in
a computing system; allocating, by the memory allocator, a
plurality of main memory objects; backing up, with the
intelligent memory manager, at least one main memory
object in the plurality of main memory objects in a persistent
storage utilizing a backup operation; monitoring, with the
intelligent memory manager, iput-output bandwidth being
consumed for storing information in the persistent storage;
and moditying, with the intelligent memory manager, the
backup operation based on monitoring the bandwidth being
consumed.

In another embodiment, a computer readable storage
medium comprises computer mstructions which, responsive
to being executed by a processor cause the processor to
perform operations, the processor being in an information
processing system comprised of a memory communicatively
coupled with the processor, and an intelligent memory
manager comprising a plurality of memory allocators, and
wherein the processor, responsive to executing the computer
instructions, performs the method described above.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying figures where like reference numerals
refer to 1dentical or functionally similar elements throughout
the separate views, and which together with the detailed
description below are incorporated in and form part of the
specification, serve to further illustrate various embodiments
and to explain various principles and advantages all 1n
accordance with the present invention, 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating one example of an
operating environment according to one embodiment of the
present 1nvention;

FIG. 2 shows one example of external fragmentation with
respect to computer memory;

FIG. 3 shows one example of a memory blocks for
illustrating a first fit memory allocation technique according
to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 1llustrates a binary buddy system for use with one
memory allocation technique according to one embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. § illustrates a quick fit system for use with one
memory allocation technique according to one embodiment
of the present 1nvention;

FIG. 6 1llustrates a filler block for use with one memory
allocation technique according to one embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIGS. 7-9 are operational flow diagrams illustrating vari-
ous processes for managing computer memory according to
one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As required, various detailed embodiments of the present
invention are disclosed herein; however, 1t 1s to be under-
stood that various disclosed embodiments are merely exem-
plary of the invention, which can be embodied 1n various
torms. Therefore, specific structural and functional details
disclosed herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but
merely as a basis for the claims and as a representative basis
for teaching one skilled 1n the art to variously employ the
present invention in virtually any appropriately detailed
structure. Further, the terms and phrases used herein are not
intended to be limiting; but rather, to provide an understand-
able description of the invention.

The terms ““a” or “an”, as used herein, are defined as one
as or more than one. The term plurality, as used herein, 1s
defined as two as or more than two. Plural and singular terms
are the same unless expressly stated otherwise. The term
another, as used herein, 1s defined as at least a second or
more. The terms including and/or having, as used herein, are
defined as comprising (i.e., open language). The term
coupled, as used herein, 1s defined as connected, although
not necessarily directly, and not necessarily mechanically.
The terms program, software application, and the like as
used herein, are defined as a sequence of instructions
designed for execution on a computer system. A program,
computer program, or software application may include a
subroutine, a function, a procedure, an object method, an
object implementation, an executable application, an applet,
a servlet, a source code, an object code, a shared library/
dynamic load library and/or other sequence of instructions
designed for execution on a computer system.

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary operating environment appli-
cable to various embodiments of the present invention. In
particular, FIG. 1 shows an imformation processing system
100 that 1s based upon a sutably configured processing
system adapted to implement one or more embodiments of
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the present invention. Similarly, any suitably configured
processing system can be used as the information processing,
system 100 by various embodiments of the present inven-
tion. The system 100 can be a standalone system or reside
within a multi-system environment such as a parallel-dis-
tributing environment.

The information processing system 100 includes a com-
puter 102. The computer 102 has a processor(s) 104 that 1s
connected to a main memory 106, a mass storage interface
108, and network adapter hardware 110. A system bus 112
interconnects these system components. The main memory
106, 1n one embodiment, comprises an intelligent memory
manager 120 and one or more memory allocators 122, which
are discussed 1n greater detail below. Although illustrated as
concurrently resident 1n the main memory 106, 1t 1s clear that
respective components of the main memory 106 are not
required to be completely resident 1n the main memory 3106
at all times or even at the same time. In one embodiment, the
information processing system 100 utilizes conventional
virtual addressing mechanisms to allow programs to behave
as 1I they have access to a large, single storage entity,
referred to herein as a computer system memory, mnstead of
access to multiple, smaller storage entities such as the main
memory 106 and mass storage device 114. Note that the term
“computer system memory” 1s used herein to generically
refer to the entire virtual memory of the information pro-
cessing system 100.

The mass storage interface 110 1s used to connect mass
storage devices, such as mass storage device 116, to the
information processing system 100. One specific type of
data storage device 1s an optical drive such as a CD/DVD
drive, which may be used to store data to and read data from
a computer readable medium or storage product such as (but
not limited to) a CD/DVD 116. Another type of data storage
device 1s a data storage device configured to support, for
example, NTEFS type file system operations.

Although only one CPU 104 1s illustrated for computer
102, computer systems with multiple CPUs can be used
equally eflectively. Various embodiments of the present
invention further incorporate intertfaces that each includes
separate, fully programmed microprocessors that are used to
ofl-load processing from the CPU 104. An operating system
(not shown) included 1n the main memory 1s a suitable
multitasking operating system such as any of the Linux,
UNIX, Windows, and Windows Server based operating
systems. Various embodiments of the present invention are
able to use any other suitable operating system. Some
embodiments of the present invention utilize architectures,
such as an object oriented framework mechanism, that
allows instructions of the components of operating system
(not shown) to be executed on any processor located within
the mnformation processing system 100. The network adapter
hardware 110 1s used to provide an interface to a network
118. Various embodiments of the present invention are able
to be adapted to work with any data communications con-
nections including present day analog and/or digital tech-
niques or via a future networking mechanism.

Various embodiments of the present invention provide
customized memory allocation that can be tailored to indi-
vidual applications via the IMM 120. The IMM 120 pro-
vides a variety of memory allocation configurations includ-
ing, but not limited to, first fit, best fit, multiple free list fit
I, multiple free list fit 11, quick fit, and buddy systems. See,
for example, “Scalability of Dynamic Storage Allocation
Algorithms™, Arun Iyengar, Proceedings of Frontiers *96,
herein incorporated by reference 1n 1ts entirety. Therefore, 1f
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4

an application has very specific memory allocation require-
ments, the IMM 120 can handle it efliciently.

Memory allocators should make eflicient use of memory.
However, conventional memory allocators typically waste
memory due to internal and external fragmentation. Internal
fragmentation occurs when a request 1s satisfied by a larger
block than 1s necessary. For example, 11 a request for a block
of 17 bytes 1s satisfied by a block of 32 bytes, 15 bytes are
wasted due to internal fragmentation. External fragmenta-
tion occurs when memory 1s wasted due to allocated blocks
being interspersed with free blocks. For example, in FIG. 2,
the system cannot satisfy a request larger than 14, even
though 24 bytes are free. This 1s because the 24 bytes are not
contiguous. For example, FIG. 2 shows that a first block 202
comprises 14 free bytes, a second block 204 comprises 12
allocated bytes, and a third block 206 comprises 10 free
bytes. As can be seen, the first and third blocks 202, 206 are
not contiguous.

Multiple methods for allocating memory can be used by
the IMM 120. One example 1s a first {it technique. Another
example 1s best {it techmque. In a first fit system, the first
block found that 1s large enough to satisty the request 1s
used. For example, 1n FI1G. 3 shows a plurality of blocks 302,
304, 306, 308, 310 each comprises a given number of bytes
shown 1n parenthesis. A first fit search of the list for a block
ol size 9 returns block B2 304. In a best it system, a smallest
block large enough to satisiy the request i1s used. Therefore,
using the example shown i FIG. 2 a best fit search returns
block B4 308. First {it has the advantage of generally being
faster. Best fit has the advantage of generally wasting less
memory. Best fit usually results 1n better memory utilization
cven 1n situations i which the memory allocator splits
allocated blocks to minimize internal fragmentation.

Another possible memory allocation system that the IMM
120 can use 1s a buddy system. FIG. 4 illustrates a binary
buddy system. In a buddy system memory 1s split in half to
try and obtain a best fit. For example, FIG. 4 shows a
plurality of blocks 402 each with a block size that 1s a power
of 2, as shown by box 404. In other words, memory 1is
allocated 1n powers of 2. When a free list block does not
exist a filler block 406 can be used to satisty the memory
request. Yet another memory allocation system that the IMM
120 can use 1s quick fit. In a quick fit system (such as the one
shown 1n FIG. §5), separate free lists (a free list 1s a list
containing free blocks 502) known as quick lists exist for
free blocks, which 1s a multiple of a grain size (up to a
maximum size; the grain size i FIG. 5 1s 512 as shown in
box 504). This results 1 fast allocation for block sizes
corresponding to quick lists.

FIG. 5 also shows a filler block 506 (sometimes referred
to as a tail). When quick fit 1s used, all of the quick lists are
mitially empty. If a quick list for a block of size n 1s empty,
the block of si1ze n 1s obtained from the filler block. The filler
block then decreases 1n size by n. Allocation from the filler
block 1s fast. After the block 1s de-allocated, 1t 1s stored on
the appropriate quick list. This 1s the manner by which quick
lists become populated.

A very fast memory allocation embodiment 1s shown 1n
FIG. 6. In this memory allocation embodiment, memory 1s
simply allocated from the filler block 602 and 1s never
de-allocated. While this approach 1s fast, 1t runs out of
memory quickly for applications that perform many alloca-
tions. For applications that run out of memory using this
approach, one of the earlier schemes that wastes less
memory 1s more beneficial. It should be noted that a wide
variety of other memory allocation methods can be used by
one or more embodiments of the present invention.
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One advantage of various embodiments of the present
invention 1s that memory allocation methods can be tailored
to the needs of specific applications. For example, 1f an
application makes a high percentage of memory allocation
requests for blocks of sizes 90,901; 2,007; 255,345; and
9,567,891, special free lists can be allocated specifically for
these sizes. In general, 1t may not be advisable to have
special free lists for those particular sizes because an appli-
cation would be unlikely to request many blocks of those
sizes. IT the application 1s known to request many blocks
corresponding to these sizes, then the IMM 120 provides a
memory allocator 122 with free lists specifically for blocks
ol these sizes for that application. For other applications, the
IMM 120 utilizes diflerent allocation configurations without
free lists specifically for the sizes 90,901; 2,007; 255,343;
and 9,567,891. This 1illustrates how the IMM 120 can
provide specific memory allocation methods for particular
applications.

Another advantage of various embodiments of the present
invention 1s that they allow multiple memory allocators, m,,
m,, m,, . .., m , to operate either in parallel or at separate
times. The use of multiple memory allocators 122 allows
different memory mangers to be tailored to different appli-
cation needs. For example, the system 100 might have an
application that almost never requests blocks of size larger
than 20. In this case, a memory allocator m, optimized for
allocating small blocks 1s appropnate. Another application
might have a high percentage of requests for blocks larger
than size 1000. A different memory allocator m, might be
appropriate for this type of application. If the applications
are running concurrently on the same system, having m, and
m, executing concurrently 1s important. It can also be the
case that a single application might execute more efliciently
if 1t uses multiple memory allocators to handle different
allocation needs that 1t may have. Thus, the ability to use
multiple memory allocators 1s advantageous.

Programmers have the ability to customize memory allo-
cation in several ways. These include, but are not limited to
the following: (1) picking an implementation of a particular
memory allocation algorithm, such as first fit, best fit,
multiple free list fit I, multiple free list fit II, quick fit, a
buddy system, etc; (2) tailoring free list allocations to certain
request sizes. For example, 1t was discussed above how free
lists for specific block sizes could be used 1n a memory
allocator; and (3) using multiple memory allocators concur-
rently, each tailored to different memory allocation needs.

In addition, the IMM 120 has the ability to monitor
memory allocation and de-allocation requests from execut-
ing programs and determine request patterns. Based on the
request patterns, the IMM 120 can select an appropnate
memory allocation configuration. For example, 1 the IMM
120 determines that a program 1s requesting block sizes that
are powers of 2, it can use a binary buddy system for that
program. If the IMM 120 determines that almost all request
s1zes are less than or equal to 30, 1t can use a quick fit system
with quick lists for blocks up to size 30.

One advantage of having the IMM 120 monitor requests
and select appropriate memory allocation methods based on
the requests 1s that the user does not have to make the
choices. The IMM 120 can make the choice of an appro-
priate memory manager automatically. This makes the pro-
grammer/user’s job easier. It can also allow the IMM 120 to
make intelligent choices about memory management at run
time based on information that the user might not have. This
can lead to better performance than 1s otherwise be possible.

The use of multiple memory managers also allows all
memory objects corresponding to a memory manager to be

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

de-allocated at once. Users have the ability to de-allocate all
memory objects belonging to a particular memory manager,
m,, 1n a single command. This provides some degree of
garbage collection. A programmer can allocate a set of
objects 1n a memory manager m,. At a later point, the
programmer can request that all memory objects 1n ml be
de-allocated.

By contrast, in programming languages such as C and
C++ 1n which memory 1s allocated dynamically using mal-
loc and de-allocated using free, there is no easy way to
de-allocate a group of dynamically allocated objects at once.
Instead, programmers typically keep track of individual
objects. When 1t 1s time to de-allocate a particular object o,,
0, 1s explicitly de-allocated by a call to free. Programmers
explicitly de-allocate each object by calls to free. If a
programmer mistakenly de-allocates an object which should
not have been de-allocated, this can cause the program to
function incorrectly. If, on the other hand, a programmer
tails to free objects that should be de-allocated, this can lead
to memory leaks in which the program consumes more
memory than it should. If the memory leak problem 1s
serious, this can greatly decrease the performance of the
system and even cause it to cease to function effectively.
Therefore, there 1s a need for one or more embodiments of
the present invention that provides more powertul methods
ol de-allocating multiple objects.

Another advantage of the IMM 120 1s that it provides
flexible options for backing up main memory objects 1n
persistent storage. Persistent storage 1s important for keep-
ing data around for long periods of time. Data in persistent
storage continues to exist after a program stops executing (or
crashes), for example. File systems and database manage-
ment systems (DBMS) are two examples of persistent
storage. This aspect also distinguishes one or more embodi-
ments of the present invention from dynamic memory
management via malloc and free. Malloc and free do not
provide capabilities for backing up main memory objects in
persistent storage. Instead, programmers are responsible for
writing their own code to back up main memory objects in
persistent storage.

With respect to backing up memory objects on disk, there
1s a trade-oil between performance and level of consistency
of copies of objects. If objects are backed up on disk
frequently, this improves consistency. However, it also has
higher overhead that can adversely affect performance. IT
objects are backed up on disk less frequently, this introduces
less overhead that can improve performance.

The options provided by the IMM 120 for backing up
memory objects 1n persistent storage include, but are not
limited to (1) store object 0, 1n persistent storage whenever
0, changes (e.g., a value associated with o, changes); (2)
store object 0, 1n persistent storage whenever the version of
0, 1n persistent storage has been obsolete for a time period
exceeding a threshold; and (3) store object o, on disk
whenever the number of updates to o, since the last version
of o, stored 1n persistent storage exceeds a threshold.

The IMM 120 provides 1s dynamic adjustment of how
memory objects are backed up in persistent storage in
response to run-time conditions. When there 1s suflicient I/O
bandwidth between main memory and persistent storage that
1s not being used, the IMM 120 can back up memory objects
more frequently. When the I/O channels between main
memory and disk are heavily used and on the verge of
becoming a bottleneck, the IMM 120 reduces the frequency
by which memory objects are backed up 1n persistent
storage. Since the IMM 120 can monitor I/0 usage and make
decisions dynamically based on spare I/O capacity, this
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simplifies the programmer’s job and allows the system to
achieve an optimal balance between performance and level
of consistency of objects backed up in persistent storage.

Using this feature, the IMM 120 often reduces the fre-
quency with which objects are backed up in persistent
storage 1n response to more 1/O bandwidth being consumed
for storing (and/or reading) data 1n persistent storage. Con-
versely, the IMM 120 often increases the frequency with
which objects are backed up 1n persistent storage 1n response
to less I/O bandwidth being consumed for storing (and/or
reading) data in persistent storage. The IMM 120 also can
monitor the amount of memory and persistent storage taken
up by a user. The IMM 120 can provide a wide variety of
statistics on memory and storage usage.

The IMM 120 also has features for environments in which
the usage of memory (and/or persistent storage) for indi-
vidual users needs to be carefully tracked and monitored.
For example, in multi-user and/or cloud computing envi-
ronments, there may be many users of a system. A given user
may have constraints on how much memory he/she 1s
allowed to use. In addition, the user might be billed for usage
of the platform. A fair billing system would consider how
much memory and/or persistent storage 1s being used to bill
the customer. For these types of environments, the IMM 120
has the capability to restrict the amount of memory (or
storage) a user requests. When the user reaches his/her
quota, he/she cannot receive more memory/storage.

The IMM 120 also allows costs to be assigned to a user
based on how the user uses memory (and/or persistent
storage). The simplest cost calculation approach 1s to assign
a cost that increases linearly with the amount of memory
being consumed. However, other cost calculation methods
are also provided. For example, during peak usage periods,
higher costs can be assigned for memory utilization than
during periods when the system 1s not being used as much.
This can encourage people to use the system during less
busy times. Another cost calculation method 1s to assign low
costs 1f the user maintains memory (storage) usage below a
certain threshold. After the user exceeds the threshold, costs
rise considerably. Additionally factors can be taken into
account for charging users. Memory (storage) utilization 1s
only be one factor. Input from the IMM 120 1s one of several
things that can ailect the total amount that 1s billed to a user.

The IMM 120, in one embodiment, can be implemented
in a programming language such as C++. In this embodi-
ment, a class referred to as MemoryManager implements
key tunctions for memory management. A memory allocator
can be comprised of an object belonging to the Memory-
Manager class. Multiple memory allocators can be created
by creating multiple MemoryManager objects. Many other
implementations are possible within the spirit and scope of
the invention. It should be noted that the IMM 120 can be
implemented 1in other programming languages as well.

As will be appreciated by one skilled 1n the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method,
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident soitware, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in
one or more computer readable medium(s) having computer
readable program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable
medium(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium
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may be a computer readable signal medium or a computer
readable storage medium. A computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but not limited to, an elec-
tronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semi-
conductor system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable
combination of the foregoing. More specific examples (a
non-exhaustive list) of the computer readable storage
medium would include the following: an electrical connec-
tion having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette,
a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only
memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a
portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an
optical storage device, a magnetic storage device, or any
suitable combination of the foregoing. In the context of this
document, a computer readable storage medium may be any
tangible medium that can contain, or store a program for use
by or 1n connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, 1n baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electromag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that 1s not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution
system, apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, includ-
ing but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable,
RF, etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects ol the present mmvention may be written 1n any
combination of one or more programming languages,
including an object oriented programming language such as
Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural
programming languages, such as the “C” programming
language or similar programming languages. The program
code may execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on
the user’s computer, as a stand-alone soiftware package,
partly on the user’s computer and partly on a remote
computer or entirely on the remote computer or server. In the
latter scenario, the remote computer may be connected to the
user’s computer through any type of network, including a
local area network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or
the connection may be made to an external computer (for
example, through the Internet using an Internet Service
Provider).

Aspects of various embodiments of the present invention
are described below with reference to tlowchart 1llustrations
and/or block diagrams of methods, apparatus (systems) and

computer program products according to one or more
embodiments of the invention. It will be understood that
cach block of the flowchart illustrations and/or block dia-
grams, and combinations of blocks 1n the flowchart 1llustra-
tions and/or block diagrams, can be implemented by com-
puter program 1nstructions. These computer program
instructions may be provided to a processor of a general
purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other pro-
grammable data processing apparatus to produce a machine,
such that the instructions, which execute via the processor of
the computer or other programmable data processing appa-
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ratus, create means for implementing the functions/acts
specified 1 the tlowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable medium that can direct a computer,
other programmable data processing apparatus, or other
devices to function 1n a particular manner, such that the
instructions stored in the computer readable medium pro-
duce an article of manufacture including istructions which
implement the function/act specified 1n the tflowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series ol operational steps
to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other devices to produce a computer 1imple-
mented process such that the instructions which execute on
the computer or other programmable apparatus provide
processes for implementing the functions/acts specified in
the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

Referring now to FIGS. 7-9, the flowcharts and block
diagrams 1n the Figures illustrate the architecture, function-
ality, and operation of possible implementations of systems,
methods, and computer program products according to
various embodiments of the present invention. In this regard,
cach block 1n the flowchart or block diagrams may represent
a module, segment, or portion of code, which comprises one
or more executable instructions for implementing the speci-
fied logical function(s). It should also be noted that, in some
alternative implementations, the functions noted 1n the block
may occur out of the order noted in the figures. For example,
two blocks shown 1n succession may, 1n fact, be executed
substantially concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be
executed 1n the reverse order, depending upon the function-
ality involved. It will also be noted that each block of the
block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, and combina-
tions ol blocks in the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, can be implemented by special purpose hard-
ware-based systems that perform the specified functions or
acts, or combinations of special purpose hardware and
computer nstructions.

FIG. 7 1s an operational tlow diagram illustrating one
example of managing computer memory, as discussed
above. The operational flow of FIG. 7 begins at step 702 and
flows directly into step 704. The intelligent memory man-
ager 120, at step 704, mitializes multiple allocators 122
within a system 100. The intelligent memory manager 120,
at step 706, determines that memory requests of different
sizes are being received. The intelligent memory manager
120, at step 708, configures a first memory allocator to
handle a first memory request size distribution based on
memory requests of diflerent sizes are being received. The
intelligent memory manager 120, at step 710, configures a
second memory allocator to handle a second memory
request size distribution based on memory requests of dii-
ferent sizes are being received. The intelligent memory
manager 120, at step 712, deploys at least the first memory
allocator and the second memory allocator within the sys-
tem. The control flow then exits at step 714.

FIG. 8 1s an operational tlow diagram illustrating another
example of managing computer memory, as discussed
above. The operational flow of FIG. 8 begins at step 802 and
flows directly into step 804. The intelligent memory man-
ager 120, at step 804, mitializes a memory allocator 122 1n
a system 100. The memory allocator 122 is customizable to
ciliciently handle a set of different request size distributions.
The memory allocator 122, at step 806, allocates a set of
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main memory objects. The intelligent memory manager 120,
at step 806, backs up, utilizing a backup operation, the set of
main memory objects that have been allocated 1n a persistent
storage. The intelligent memory manager 120, at step 808,
monitors mput-output bandwidth being consumed for stor-
ing information in the persistent storage. The intelligent
memory manager 120, at step 812, modifies the backup
operation based on monitoring the bandwidth being con-
sumed. The control tlow then exits at 814.

FIG. 9 1s an operational flow diagram illustrating yet
another example of managing computer memory, as dis-
cussed above. The operational flow of FIG. 9 begins at step
902 and tlows directly into step 904. The intelligent memory
manager 120, at step 904, in1tializes a memory allocator. The
intelligent memory manager 120, at step 906, deploys the
memory allocator on a multi-user system where users are
charged a monetary fee based on consumption of resources
thereby. The memory allocator 120, at step 908, determines
a consumption of at least one of a set of memory resources
or a set ol persistent storage resources by a user. The
memory allocator 135, at step 910, determines a cost asso-
ciated with the consumption that has been determined. The
intelligent memory manager 120, at step 912, determines a
monetary fee to charge the user based on the cost that has
been determined. The control flow then exits at step 914.

Although various embodiments of the invention have
been disclosed, those having ordinary skill in the art wall
understand that changes can be made to the various embodi-
ments without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention. The scope of the mvention 1s not to be restricted,
therefore, to the various embodiments, and 1t 1s intended that
the appended claims cover any and all such applications,
modifications, and embodiments within the scope of the
present mvention.

Although various example embodiments of the present
invention have been discussed in the context of a fully
functional computer system, those of ordinary skill 1n the art
will appreciate that various embodiments are capable of
being distributed as a computer readable storage medium or
a program product via CD or DVD, e.g. CD, CD-ROM, or
other form of recordable media, and/or according to alter-
native embodiments via any type of electronic transmission
mechanism.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method for managing computer memory, the method
comprising;

imitializing a memory allocator within an intelligent
memory manager 1n a computing system;

allocating, by the memory allocator, a plurality of main
memory objects;

backing up, with the intelligent memory manager, at least
one main memory object in the plurality of main
memory objects 1 a persistent storage utilizing a
backup operation;

monitoring, with the intelligent memory manager, input-
output bandwidth being consumed for storing informa-
tion 1n the persistent storage; and

backing up, with the intelligent memory manager, at least
one main memory object 1n the plurality of main
memory objects 1n a persistent storage by utilizing the
backup operation 1n a plurality of backups of the at least
one main memory object within a period of time more
frequently as a result of less mput-output bandwidth
being consumed for storing information in the persis-
tent storage.
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2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

backing up, with the intelligent memory manager, at least
one main memory object 1n the plurality of main
memory objects 1n a persistent storage in response to
determining that a version of the main memory object
stored within the persistent storage has been obsolete
for a time period exceeding a non-zero threshold.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the backing up 1s
performed after a value associated with the main memory
object has changed.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the persistent storage
comprises one of a file system and database management
system.

5. The method for managing computer memory of claim
1, wherein the memory allocator utilizes at least one
memory allocation method to allocate memory for the
computing system, further comprising:

monitoring a set of memory requests made by the com-

puting system; and

dynamically modifying the at least one memory allocation

method utilized by the memory allocator 1n response to
the set of memory requests that has been monitored, the
dynamically modifying improving at least one of per-
formance and memory utilization of the computing
system.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

backing up, with the intelligent memory manager, at least

one main memory object in the plurality of main
memory objects 1n a persistent storage by utilizing the
backup operation 1n a plurality of backups of the at least
one main memory object within a period of time less
frequently as a result of more mput-output bandwidth
being consumed for storing information in the persis-
tent storage.

7. The method of claim 5, further comprising;:

initializing at least one additional memory allocator, the at

least one additional memory allocator utilizing at least
one memory allocation method to allocate memory for
the computing system; and

dynamically modifying the at least one memory allocation

method utilized by the at least one additional memory
allocator 1n response to the set of memory requests that
has been monitored to improve at least one of pertor-
mance and memory utilization of the computing sys-
tem.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising;:

storing a plurality of memory objects by the memory

allocator.

9. The method of claim 8, turther comprising;:

determining that the stored plurality of memory objects

are no longer required; and

de-allocating, in response to the determining, memory

corresponding to the memory allocator.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the memory allocator
utilizes at least one of:

a first fit memory management method;

a best it management method;

a multiple free list {it I management method;

a multiple free list fit II management method;

a quick fit management method; and

a buddy system management method.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

initializing a plurality of memory allocators within the

computing system, wherein at least a first memory
allocator and a second memory allocator 1n the plurality
of memory allocators are each customizable to efth-
ciently handle a set of different memory request size
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distributions, wherein to efliciently handle memory
request size distributions comprises special free lists
tailored to store iree blocks of a plurality of particular
s1izes of the memory request size distributions, the free
blocks are allocated from the special free lists to handle
memory requests.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

customizing the first memory allocator to ethiciently

handle a first memory request size distribution deter-
mined by the computing system.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

customizing the second memory allocator to ethciently

handle a second memory request size distribution deter-
mined by the computing system, the second memory
request size distribution being different than the first
memory request size distribution.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

deploying at least the first memory allocator and the

second memory allocator in support of at least one
application, the deploying improving at least one of
performance and memory utilization of the at least one
application.

15. A system for managing computer memory, the system
comprising;

a Processor;

a memory communicatively coupled to the processor; and

an intelligent memory manager communicatively coupled

to the processor and the memory, the intelligent
memory manager for performing a method comprising;:
initializing a memory allocator within the intelligent
memory manager;
allocating, by the memory allocator, a plurality of main
memory objects;
backing up, with the intelligent memory manager, at
least one main memory object in the plurality of
main memory objects 1n a persistent storage utilizing
a backup operation;
monitoring, with the intelligent memory manager,
input-output bandwidth being consumed for storing
information 1n the persistent storage; and
backing up, with the intelligent memory manager, at
least one main memory object in the plurality of
main memory objects 1n a persistent storage by
utilizing the backup operation 1n a plurality of back-
ups of the at least one main memory object within a
period of time, at least one of:
more Irequently as a result of less input-output
bandwidth being consumed for storing informa-
tion 1n the persistent storage; or
less frequently as a result of more input-output
bandwidth being consumed for storing informa-
tion 1n the persistent storage.

16. The system of claim 135 wherein the backup operation
1s performed 1n response to determining that a version of the
main memory object stored within the persistent storage has
been obsolete for a time period exceeding a non-zero
threshold.

17. The system of claim 15 wherein the backup operation
1s performed 1n response to a number of updates to the main
memory object since a most recent version of the main
memory object was stored 1n the persistent storage exceed-
ing a given non-zero threshold.

18. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium,
comprising computer 1instructions which, responsive to
being executed by a processor cause the processor to per-
form operations, the processor being in an information
processing system comprised of a memory communicatively
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coupled with the processor, and an intelligent memory
manager comprising a plurality of memory allocators, and
wherein the processor, responsive to executing the computer
instructions, performs operations comprising;:
iitializing a memory allocator within the intelligent
memory manager:;
allocating, by the memory allocator, a plurality of main
memory objects;
backing up, with the intelligent memory manager, at least
one main memory object in the plurality of main
memory objects 1 a persistent storage utilizing a
backup operation;
monitoring, with the intelligent memory manager, mnput-
output bandwidth being consumed for storing informa-
tion in the persistent storage; and
backing up, with the intelligent memory manager, at least
one main memory object in the plurality of main
memory objects 1n a persistent storage by utilizing the

backup operation 1n a plurality of backups of the at least
one main memory object within a period of time more
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frequently as a result of less mput-output bandwidth
being consumed for storing information in the persis-
tent storage.

19. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 18 wherein the backing up 1s performed 1n response
to a number of updates to the main memory object since a
most recent version of the main memory object was stored
in the persistent storage exceeding a given non-zero thresh-
old.

20. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 18, turther comprising;:

backing up, with the intelligent memory manager, at least

one main memory object in the plurality of main
memory objects 1n a persistent storage by performing
the backup operation in a plurality of backups of the at
least one main memory object within a period of time
less frequently as a result of more mput-output band-
width being consumed for storing information 1n the
persistent storage.
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