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BIASING FEATURES FOR A BATTERY
MODULE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 14/675,618, entitled “BIASING FEATURES FOR
A BATTERY MODULE,” filed Mar. 31, 20135, now U.S.
Pat. No. 10,199,631 1ssued Feb. 5, 2019, which claims
priority from and the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application
Ser. No. 62/100,001, entitled “MECHANICAL AND ELEC-
TRICAL ASPECTS OF LITHIUM ION BATTERY MOD-
ULE WITH VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL CONFIGU-

MTIONS,” filed Jan. 5, 2015, which are hereby
incorporated by reference, 1n their entireties for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates generally to the field of
batteries and battery modules. More specifically, the present
disclosure relates to biasing features for a battery module.

This section 1s mtended to mtroduce the reader to various
aspects of art that may be related to various aspects of the
present disclosure, which are described below. This discus-
sion 1s believed to be helpiul 1n providing the reader with
background information to facilitate a better understanding,
of the various aspects of the present disclosure. Accordingly,
it should be understood that these statements are to be read
in this light, and not as admissions of prior art.

A vehicle that uses one or more battery systems for
providing all or a portion of the motive power for the vehicle
can be referred to as an xEV, where the term “xEV” 1s
defined herein to include all of the following vehicles, or any
variations or combinations thereot, that use electric power
for all or a portion of their vehicular motive force. For
example, xEVs include electric vehicles (EVs) that utilize
clectric power for all motive force. As will be appreciated by
those skilled 1n the art, hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs), also
considered xEVs, combine an internal combustion engine
propulsion system and a battery-powered electric propulsion
system, such as 48 Volt (V) or 130V systems. The term HEV
may include any variation of a hybrid electric vehicle. For
example, full hybrid systems (FHEVs) may provide motive
and other electrical power to the vehicle using one or more
clectric motors, using only an internal combustion engine, or
using both. In contrast, mild hybrid systems (MHEVs)
disable the internal combustion engine when the vehicle 1s
idling and utilize a battery system to continue powering the
air conditioning umt, radio, or other electronics, as well as
to restart the engine when propulsion i1s desired. The mild
hybrid system may also apply some level of power assist,
during acceleration for example, to supplement the internal
combustion engine. Mild hybnids are typically 96V to 130V
and recover braking energy through a belt or crank inte-
grated starter generator. Further, a micro-hybrid electric
vehicle (mHEV) also uses a “Start-Stop” system similar to
the mild hybrids, but the micro-hybrid systems may or may
not supply power assist to the internal combustion engine
and operate at a voltage below 60V. For the purposes of the
present discussion, it should be noted that mHEV's typically
do not technically use electric power provided directly to the
crankshaft or transmission for any portion of the motive
torce of the vehicle, but an mHEYV may still be considered
an XEV since 1t does use electric power to supplement a
vehicle’s power needs when the vehicle 1s 1dling with
internal combustion engine disabled and recovers braking
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2

energy through an integrated starter generator. In addition, a
plug-in electric vehicle (PEV) 1s any vehicle that can be

charged from an external source of electricity, such as wall
sockets, and the energy stored in the rechargeable battery
packs drives or contributes to drive the wheels. PEVs are a
subcategory of EVs that include all-electric or battery elec-
tric vehicles (BEVs), plug-in hybrid electric vehicles
(PHEVSs), and electric vehicle conversions of hybrid electric
vehicles and conventional internal combustion engine
vehicles.

xEVs as described above may provide a number of
advantages as compared to more traditional gas-powered
vehicles using only internal combustion engines and tradi-
tional electrical systems, which are typically 12V systems
powered by a lead acid battery module. For example, XxEVs
may produce fewer undesirable emission products and may
exhibit greater fuel efliciency as compared to traditional
internal combustion vehicles and, 1n some cases, such xEVs
may eliminate the use of gasoline entirely, as 1s the case of
certain types of EVs or PEVs.

As technology continues to evolve, there 1s a need to
provide improved power sources, particularly battery mod-
ules, for such vehicles and other implementations. For
example, 1t 1s now recognized that movement of unsecured
battery cells 1n a battery module may result 1n degradation
of the cells and their associated electrical connections,
thereby reducing the reliability and/or lifetime of the battery
module.

SUMMARY

A summary of certain embodiments disclosed herein 1s set
forth below. It should be understood that these aspects are
presented merely to provide the reader with a brief summary
of these certain embodiments and that these aspects are not
intended to limit the scope of this disclosure. Indeed, this
disclosure may encompass a variety of aspects that may not
be set forth below.

The present disclosure relates to a battery module that
includes a housing and a stack of battery cells disposed 1n a
receptacle area of the housing, where each battery cell of the
battery cell stack has a top having a battery cell terminal and
a bottom opposite the top, and where the stack of battery
cells 1s positioned such that the top of each battery cell faces
outwardly away from the receptacle area. The battery mod-
ule also 1ncludes an integrated sensing and bus bar subas-
sembly positioned against the stack of battery cells and
within the housing. The integrated sensing and bus bar
subassembly includes a carrier, a bus bar integrated onto the
carrier, and a biasing member integrated onto the carrier.
The bus bar 1s configured to electrically couple battery cells
of the stack of battery cells 1n an electrical arrangement. The
biasing member 1s positioned between the top of each
battery cell of the battery cell stack and the carrier, where the
biasing member has a first material that 1s more compliant
than a second material of the carrier, and the biasing member
biases the stack of battery cells inwardly toward the housing.

The present disclosure also relates to a lithium-1on battery
module that includes a housing and a stack of prismatic
battery cells disposed in a receptacle area of the housing,
cach prismatic battery cell of the stack of prismatic battery
cells has a top with a battery cell terminal and a bottom
opposite the top, where the stack of prismatic battery cells
1s positioned such that the top of each prismatic battery cell
faces outwardly away from the receptacle area. The battery
module also includes a thermal transfer layer positioned
adjacent to the bottom of the prismatic battery cells within
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the housing and configured to facilitate thermal transier
from the prismatic battery cells. The battery module has an

integrated sensing and bus bar subassembly positioned
against the stack of prismatic battery cells and within the
housing. The integrated sensing and bus bar subassembly
has a carrier, a bus bar integrated onto the carrier, a first
biasing member integrated onto the carrier, and a second
biasing member integrated onto the carrier. The bus bar 1s
configured to electrically couple prismatic battery cells of
the stack of prismatic battery cells 1n an electrical arrange-
ment. The first and second biasing members are positioned
between the top of each prismatic battery cell of the stack of
prismatic battery cells and the carrier, where the first and
second biasing members each have a strip having a first
material more compliant than a second material of the
carrier, the first and second biasing members bias the stack
of battery cells inwardly toward the housing, and a cell vent
of each prismatic battery cell of the stack of prismatic
battery cells 1s positioned between the first and second
biasing members.

The present disclosure further relates to an integrated
sensing and bus bar subassembly for a lithium-ion battery
module that includes a carrier, a bus bar integrated onto the
carrier, a lirst biasing member integrated onto the carrier,
and a second biasing member integrated onto the carrier. The
bus bar 1s configured to electrically couple battery cells of a
stack of battery cells 1n an electrical arrangement. The first
and second biasing members are integrated onto the carrier
via Iriction fits 1n which a first projection of the carrier 1s
positioned within a first recess of the first biasing member
and a second projection of the carrier 1s positioned within a
second recess of the second biasing member, where the first
and second biasing members are configured to be positioned
between a top of each battery cell of the stack of battery cells
and the carrier, the first and second biasing members each
have a first material more compliant than a second material
of the carrier, the first and second biasing members bias the
stack of battery cells inwardly toward the housing, and a cell
vent of each battery cell of the stack of battery cells 1s
positioned between the first and second biasing members.

DRAWINGS

Various aspects of this disclosure may be better under-
stood upon reading the following detailed description and
upon reference to the drawings in which:

FIG. 1 15 a perspective view of an XEV having a battery
system configured to provide power for various components
of the xEV, in accordance with an aspect of the present
disclosure:

FIG. 2 1s a cutaway schematic view of an embodiment of
the xEV that utilizes the battery system of FIG. 1, in
accordance with an aspect of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 1s an exploded view of a lithium 1on battery module
having compliant features and thermal transfer layers, in
accordance with an aspect of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 1s an illustration of a battery cell that may be biased
by one or more compliant features, 1n accordance with an
aspect of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 1s an 1llustration of an integrated sensing and bus
bar subassembly of the battery module of FIG. 3 with
compliant features, in accordance with an aspect of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 6 1s a back perspective view of the compliant
teatures coupled to the integrated sensing and bus bar
subassembly of FIG. 5, in accordance with an aspect of the
present disclosure;
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FIG. 7 1s an 1illustration of an interface for coupling the
compliant features to the integrated sensing and bus bar

subassembly of FIG. 5, 1n accordance with an aspect of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 8 1s an illustration of a cutaway portion of the
integrated sensing and bus bar subassembly of FIG. 7 for a
battery cell having a battery cell sleeve, 1n accordance with
an aspect of the present disclosure;

FIG. 9 1s an illustration of an expanded view of the
cutaway portion of FIG. 8 and a battery cell having a battery
cell having the battery cell sleeve, 1n accordance with an
aspect of the present disclosure;

FIG. 10 1s an 1illustration of another embodiment of an
interface for coupling the compliant features to the inte-
grated sensing and bus bar subassembly of FIG. 5 1n
accordance with an aspect of the present disclosure;

FIG. 11 1s an illustration of a top view of the compliant
teatures disposed on tops of battery cells, 1n accordance with
an aspect of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 12 1s a perspective view of a fully assembled battery
module that includes compliant features, 1n accordance with
an aspect of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One or more specilic embodiments will be described
below. In an eflort to provide a concise description of these
embodiments, not all features of an actual implementation
are described in the specification. It should be appreciated
that 1n the development of any such actual implementation,
as 1n any engineering or design project, numerous 1mple-
mentation-specific decisions must be made to achieve the
developers’ specific goals, such as compliance with system-
related and business-related constraints, which may vary
from one implementation to another. Moreover, it should be
appreciated that such a development effort might be com-
plex and time consuming, but would nevertheless be a
routine undertaking of design, fabrication, and manufacture
for those of ordinary skill having the benefit of this disclo-
sure.

One or more of the disclosed embodiments, alone or in
combination, may be useful for reducing movement of
battery cells within a battery module, thereby enhancing the
structural integrity of the battery cells and their associated
connections. For example, battery cells 1n a battery module,
if not secured, may move during use of the battery module
(e.g., as a result of movement of an XEV). Such movement
may result 1n degradation of the cells and their associated
clectrical connections, reducing the reliability and/or life-
time of the battery module. In certain battery modules, such
movement may be reduced using certain types of clamping
mechanisms, namely those using actuatable compression
mechanisms. However, 1t 1s now recognized that such
mechanisms can add significant bulk and/or weight to the
battery module, which reduces efliciency. Additionally, actu-
atable compression mechanisms may increase manufactur-
ing costs of the battery module. It 1s now recognized that
biasing members disposed on an integrated sensing and bus
bar subassembly may be used to compress the battery cells
inwardly toward the module housing, such as toward ther-
mal transier layers positioned within the housing. The
compression may also enable enhanced thermal transfer
between the battery cells and certain cooling features of the
module housing, and may facilitate the use of passive
cooling for the module instead of active cooling.

The present disclosure includes embodiments of a battery
module having a compliant feature (e.g., biasing feature)
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that interfaces with plastic ridges extending from a carrier
disposed over tops of battery cells disposed 1n a housing of
the module. For example, the compliant feature may press
against the tops of the battery cells to bias the battery cells
toward one or more thermal layers disposed between an
interior surface of the housing and the battery cells. In
accordance with an aspect of the present disclosure, each of
the battery cells may be compressed 1n substantially equal
fashion against the thermal layer via the compliant feature.
The compression caused by the compliant features may act
to substantially reduce movement and/or vibration of the
battery cells within the module housing, thereby enhancing,
battery performance and/or lifetime.

To help illustrate, FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of an
embodiment of a vehicle 10, which may utilize a battery
system 12 that includes compliant features that bias battery
cells towards a bottom of a battery module housing, as
described 1n the present disclosure. It 1s now recognized that
it 1s desirable for the non-traditional battery system 12 (e.g.,
a lithium 10on car battery including biasing features) to be
largely compatible with traditional vehicle designs. In this
respect, present embodiments include various types of bat-
tery modules for xEVs and systems that include xEVs.
Accordingly, the battery system 12 may be placed 1 a
location 1n the vehicle 10 that would have housed a tradi-
tional battery system (e.g., a standard 12V lead acid battery
or a 12V lithium 1on battery with no biasing features). For
example, as illustrated, the vehicle 10 may include the
battery system 12 positioned similarly to a lead-acid battery
of a combustion-engine vehicle (e.g., under the hood of the
vehicle 10).

A more detailed view of the battery system 12 1s described
in FIG. 2. As depicted, the battery system 12 includes an
energy storage component 14 coupled to an 1gnition system
16, an alternator 18, a vehicle console 20, and optionally to
an electric motor 22. Generally, the energy storage compo-
nent 14 may capture/store electrical energy generated 1n the
vehicle 10 and output electrical energy to power electrical
components in the vehicle 10. Additionally, the energy
storage component 14 may output electrical energy to start
(e.g., re-start or re-1gnite) an internal combustion engine 24.
For example, 1n a start-stop application, to preserve fuel, the
internal combustion engine 24 may idle when the vehicle 10
stops. Thus, the energy storage component 14 may supply
energy to re-start the mternal combustion engine 24 when
propulsion 1s demanded by the vehicle 10.

The battery system 12 may also supply power to compo-
nents of the vehicle’s electrical system, which may include
radiator cooling fans, climate control systems, electric
power steering systems, active suspension systems, auto
park systems, electric o1l pumps, electric super/turbocharg-
ers, electric water pumps, heated windscreen/defrosters,
window lift motors, vanity lights, tire pressure monitoring,
systems, sunrool motor controls, power seats, alarm sys-
tems, infotainment systems, navigation features, lane depar-
ture warning systems, electric parking brakes, external
lights, or any combination thereof. In the depicted embodi-
ment, the energy storage component 14 supplies power to
the vehicle console 20 and the 1gnition system 16, which
may be used to start (e.g., crank) the internal combustion
engine 24.

Additionally, the energy storage component 14 may cap-
ture electrical energy generated by the alternator 18 and/or
the electric motor 22. In some embodiments, the alternator
18 may generate electrical energy while the internal com-
bustion engine 24 1s running. More specifically, the alterna-
tor 18 may convert the mechanical energy produced by the
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rotation of the internal combustion engine 24 into electrical
energy. Additionally, or alternatively, when the vehicle 10
includes an electric motor 22, the electric motor 22 may
generate electrical energy by converting mechanical energy
produced by the movement of the vehicle 10 (e.g., rotation
of the wheels) into electrical energy. Thus, 1n some embodi-
ments, the energy storage component 14 may capture elec-
trical energy generated by the alternator 18 and/or the
clectric motor 22 during regenerative braking. As such, the
alternator and/or the electric motor 22 are generally referred
to herein as a regenerative braking system.

To facilitate capturing and supplying electrical energy, the
energy storage component 14 may be electrically coupled to
the vehicle’s electric system via a bus 26. For example, the
bus 26 may enable the energy storage component 14 to
receive electrical energy generated by the alternator 18
and/or the electric motor 22. Additionally, the bus 26 may
cnable the energy storage component 14 to output electrical
energy to the 1igmition system 16 and/or the vehicle console
20.

Additionally, as depicted, the energy storage component
14 may include multiple battery modules. For example, 1n
the depicted embodiment, the energy storage component 14
includes a lithium 1on (e.g., a first) battery module 28 and a
lead acid (e.g., a second) battery module 30, which each
includes one or more battery cells. Additionally, the energy
storage component 14 may include any number of battery
modules, all or some of which may include biasing features
in accordance with the present disclosure. Although the
lithium 10n battery module 28 and lead-acid battery module
30 are depicted adjacent to one another, they may be
positioned 1n different arecas around the vehicle. For
example, the lead-acid battery module 30 may be positioned
in or about the interior of the vehicle 10 while the lithitum 1on
battery module 28 may be positioned under the hood of the
vehicle 10.

In some embodiments, the energy storage component 14
may 1include multiple battery modules to utilize multiple
different battery chemistries. For example, when the lithium
ion battery module 28 1s used, performance of the battery
system 12 may be improved since the lithium 1on battery
chemistry generally has a higher coulombic etliciency and/
or a higher power charge acceptance rate (e.g., higher
maximum charge current or charge voltage) than the lead-
acid battery chemistry. As such, the capture, storage, and/or
distribution efliciency of the battery system 12 may be
improved.

To facilitate controlling the capturing and storing of
clectrical energy, the battery system 12 may additionally
include a control module 32 (e.g., a battery management
system). More specifically, the control module 32 may
control operations of components 1n the battery system 12,
such as relays (e.g., switches) within the energy storage
component 14, the alternator 18, and/or the electric motor
22. For example, the control module 32 may regulate an
amount of electrical energy captured/supplied by each bat-
tery module 28 or 30 (e.g., to de-rate and re-rate the battery
system 12), perform load balancing between the battery
modules 28 and 30, determine a state of charge of each
battery module 28 or 30, determine a temperature or voltage
of each battery module 28 or 30 (e.g., via a signal received
from one or more sensing components), control voltage
output by the alternator 18 and/or the electric motor 22, and
the like.

Accordingly, the control unit 32 may include one or more
processor units 34 and one or more memory components 36.
More specifically, the one or more processor units 34 may
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include one or more application specific integrated circuits
(ASICs), one or more field programmable gate arrays (FP-
(GAs), one or more general purpose processors, or any
combination thereol. Additionally, the one or more memory
components 36 may include volatile memory, such as ran-
dom access memory (RAM), and/or non-volatile memory,
such as read-only memory (ROM), optical drives, hard disc
drives, or solid-state drives. In some embodiments, the
control unit 32 may include portions of a vehicle control unit
(VCU) and/or a separate battery control module. Further-
more, as depicted, the lithium 1on battery module 28 and the
lead-acid battery module 30 are connected in parallel across
theirr terminals. In other words, the lithium i1on battery
module 28 and the lead-acid battery module 30 may be
coupled 1n parallel to the vehicle’s electrical system via the
bus 26.

To enhance the stability of the lithium 10n battery module
28, present embodiments, as discussed above, utilize one or
more compliant (e.g., biasing) features to interface with
plastic projections extending from a carrier to exert a biasing
force against battery cells within a housing of the module 28.
Each compliant (e.g., biasing) feature may, for example,
press against the tops of certain of the battery cells to bias
the battery cells toward one or more thermal layers disposed
proximate to bottoms of the battery cells, opposite the tops
of the battery cells. The tops and bottoms of the battery cells
will be further appreciated with reference to FIG. 4. In
accordance with an aspect of the present disclosure, each of
the battery cells may be compressed 1n substantially equal
fashion against the thermal layer regardless of height (e.g.,
measured bottom to top). Present embodiments may be
turther appreciated with reference to the battery module 28
in FIG. 3, which 1s a lithum i1on battery module 28.
However, the lithtum 1on battery module 28 is intended to
represent any battery module configuration that may benefit
from the present techniques.

As shown 1n the illustrated embodiment, lithium 1on
battery modules 28 1n accordance with the present disclosure
may include a plurality of battery cells 50. The battery cells
50 may be arranged 1n a first stack 52 and a second stack 54,
where the battery cells 50 are positioned adjacent one
another in orientations where their respective terminals 56
are positioned at the same side of the stacks 52, 54. Accord-
ingly, adjacent battery cells 50 will have terminals 56 that
are adjacent to one another 1n each of the first and second
stacks 52 and 54. As an example, the embodiment of FIG.
3 includes the first and second stacks 52, 54 1n a side-by-side
relationship. In other embodiments, the first and second
stacks 52, 54 may be configured 1n another orientation (e.g.,
a top to bottom relationship). In still further embodiments,
only one cell stack may be included 1n the battery module
28, or more than two cell stacks may be included (e.g., 3, 4,
5,6,7,8,9, 10, or more cell stacks). As also shown, the
plurality of battery cells 50 are positioned i the module 28
in a face-to-face stacked arrangement, but other configura-
tions may be utilized.

As shown 1 FIG. 3, the battery module 28 may include
a module housing 58 constructed of any appropriate mate-
rial, such as an amide-based polymer, a polyolefin (e.g.,
polypropylene), or any other material. The module housing
58 includes a cell receptacle region 60, where the battery cell
stacks 52 and 54 are positioned within the battery module
housing 58. In the 1llustrated embodiment, the battery cells
50 are positioned into the cell receptacle region 60 “bottom
first,” where the terminals 56 of each battery cell 50 point
outwardly toward an opening 62 of the receptacle region 60.
As shown in the illustrated embodiment, a first thermal
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transfer layer 63 and a second thermal transier layer 64,
which may be made of compliant and thermally conductive
materials, may be positioned between bottoms of the battery
cells 50 1n the battery cell stacks 52 and 54, respectively.
Accordingly, the first and second thermal transter layers 63,
64 may be positioned adjacent to an interior surface of the
battery module housing 58. In other embodiments, the
battery module 28 may include only one thermal transier
layer configured to be positioned between the bottoms of the
battery cells 50 of both battery cell stacks 52 and 54. The
thermal transier layers 63, 64 may facilitate a transfer of
thermal energy {from the bottoms of the cells 50 to thermal
management features of the battery module 28, such as a
heat sink, heat fins, etc. Such thermal management features
may be positioned on an exterior surface 635 of the housing.
Additionally, the thermal transfer layers 63, 64 may also
reduce movement of the battery cells 50 by acting as a shock
absorber. For example, the thermal transfer layers 63, 64
may include a compliant material that expands and com-
presses with movement of the battery module 28 such that
the battery cells 50 remain substantially stationary.

The presently disclosed battery module 28 may include
teatures configured to bias the battery cells 50 1n a direction
66 while positioned within the module housing 38. In FIG.
3, this 1s depicted as the biasing direction 66. In certain
embodiments, the biasing direction 66 may extend from the
tops of the battery cells 50 to bottoms of the battery cells 50
while positioned within the module housing 58. Thus, the
biasing features may bias the battery cells 50 toward the
thermal transier layers 63 and 64, thereby facilitating ther-
mal transfer during operation of the battery module 28. In
addition, the biasing members may, 1n combination with the
thermal transfer layers 63, 64 (e.g., layers having a compli-
ant material), provide a degree of shock absorption to reduce
the eflect of vibrations on the structural integrity of the
battery cells 50 and their associated electrical connections.

Additionally, the battery module 28 may include an
integrated sensing and bus bar subassembly 67. The inte-
grated sensing and bus bar subassembly may include a first
side 68 and a second side 69, opposite the first side 68. The
first side 68 may face the tops of the battery cells 50, and the
second side 69 may face outwardly toward the opening 62.
Compliant features, 1n accordance with the present disclo-
sure, may be included on the integrated sensing and bus bar
subassembly 67 to bias the battery cells 50 1n the biasing
direction 66.

To facilitate discussion of the present embodiments, FIG.
4 1llustrates a battery cell 50 that may be biased using one
or more of the compliant (e.g., biasing) features, 1n accor-
dance with aspects of the present disclosure. In a prismatic
cell configuration, as shown in FIG. 4, the battery cells 50
include a top portion 70 having at least one cell terminal 56
(the illustrated embodiment has two cell terminals 56 on the
top portion 70) and a cell vent 72 for allowing pressurized
gas to escape during a venting situation.

The 1llustrated battery cell of FIG. 4 also includes a first
face 74 and a second face 76, corresponding to the broadest
part of a casing 78 of the battery cells 50. A bottom portion
80 15 substantially opposite the top portion 70, and may, 1n
some embodiments, include a cell vent 1n lieu of the cell vent
72 on the top portion 70. The faces 74 and 76 extend
between the top and bottom portions 70, 80, and are coupled
by a first side 82 and a second side 84, which may be
straight, rounded, or any other suitable geometry. The casing
78 (e.g., housing) of the battery cell 50, which houses the
active electrochemical elements of the cell 50, may be
polymeric, metallic, composite, or any other suitable mate-
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rial. Further, it should be noted that the present embodiments
are not limited to battery modules having prismatic battery
cells, but are also intended to include embodiments where
the battery cells 50 are pouch battery cells, cylindrical
battery cells, and so forth. Furthermore, while described in
the context of a lithium 1on battery module having lithium
ion battery cells, the present disclosure 1s applicable to other
battery chemistries that may benefit from the biasing dis-
closed herein.

Certain components of the integrated sensing and bus bar
subassembly 67 (also referred to as a “carrier assembly”
herein), as shown 1n FIG. 3, mterface with the battery cells
50. As shown in FIG. 3, the integrated sensing and bus bar
subassembly 67 may be positioned adjacent to the top
portions 70 of the battery cells 50, which enables the
subassembly 67 to electrically interconnect the battery cells
50 1n a predetermined relationship using bus bars 90 1nte-
grated onto the subassembly 67. The interconnection of the
battery cells 50 by, for example, welding the bus bars 90 to
teatures of the battery cells 50, may enable a plurality of
series and/or parallel connections to be made, resulting 1n a
predetermined voltage and/or capacity of the overall battery
module 28. In certain embodiments (e.g., the embodiment
illustrated i FIG. 3), the battery module 28 may have, for
example, six battery cells 530 connected in series to produce
a voltage output that i1s the sum of the individual voltages of
the battery cells 50, and a capacity substantially equal to the
capacity of an individual cell 50. Other electrical connec-
tions, such as one or more parallel connections, would affect
the Voltage and capacity. In other embodlments the battery
module 28 may include less than six battery cells (e.g., 3, 4,
3, 2, or 1) or more than six battery cells (e.g., 7, 8,9, 10, 12,
15, 20, 25, 30, 33, 40, 45, 50, or more).

In addition to the bus bars 90 that interconnect the battery
cells 50, the integrated sensing and bus bar subassembly 67
may include a number of different features 92 for monitoring,
conditions 1n the battery module 28. FIG. 5 illustrates the
subassembly 67 having sensing features 92 (e.g., sensing
components, sensors), which may include voltage sense
components 94 configured to sense voltages at bus bars 90,
as well as temperature sense components 98 configured to
sense temperatures at the bus bar 90. These sensing com-
ponents 92 are coupled to cabling 100 configured to carry
signals generated by the sensing components 92 to the
control unit 32 (e.g., the BMS) shown in FIG. 2. For
example, the sensing features 92 may be electrically coupled
to the control unit 32 (e.g., via the cabling 100) and
configured to send signals (e.g., feedback) pertaining to a
temperature or a voltage of the battery module 28 over time.
In certain embodiments, the bus bars 90, the temperature
sense components 98 and voltage sense components 94, and
the cabling 100 are all integrated onto a carrier 102, which
may form a one-piece structure (e.g., the subassembly)
configured to carry and integrate these components. In
accordance with present embodiments, the carrier 102 may
include the biasing features described above. For instance,
while the second side 69 of the subassembly 67 1s shown 1n
FIG. 5, the first side 68, opposite the second side 69, faces
the battery cells 50 and may include the biasing features

An embodiment of the integrated sensing and bus bar
subassembly 67 including an example set of biasing mem-
bers 110 and 112 1s shown in FIG. 6. Specifically, the
embodiment of the subassembly 67 depicted 1n FIG. 6 1s
shown from a back perspective view, and depicts the first
side 68 of the carrier assembly 67 that faces toward the
battery cells 50 upon assembly. The illustrated embodiment
of the assembly 67 includes first 110 and second 112 biasing
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members, which, upon assembly of the battery module 28,
press against the top portions 70 of the battery cells 50 1n the
battery cell stack 52. The first and second biasing members
110 and/or 112 may be located within the carrier assembly
67 1n positions corresponding to either side of the vents 72
of the battery cells 50, as well as other cell features (e.g., fill
holes). In this way, the first and second biasing members 110
and/or 112 do not aflect (e.g., physically interfere with) vent
deployment. In accordance with present embodiments, the
location of the first and second biasing members 110 and/or
112 may be different depending on, for example, the geom-
etry and location of the vents 72 on the battery cells 50. A
third biasing member 114 and a fourth biasing member 116
may have a similar relationship with the second battery cell
stack 34.

The biasing features 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may be
configured to bias the battery cells 50 1n the biasing direction
66. In certain embodiments, the biasing direction 66 may
extend from the respective top portions 70 of the battery
cells 50 to the respective bottom portions 80 while posi-
tioned within the module housing 38. For example, the
biasing features 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 included on the
integrated sensing and bus bar subassembly 67 bias the
bottoms 80 of the battery cells 50 toward the thermal transter
layers 63, 64, thereby facilitating thermal transfer during
operation of the battery module 28. In addition, the biasing
members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may, in combination
with the thermal transfer layers 63, 64 (e.g., thermal layers
including compliant material), provide a degree of shock
absorption to reduce the effect of vibrations on the structural
integrity of the battery cells 50 and their associated electrical
connections. In other embodiments, the biasing direction 66
may extend from the respective bottom portions 80 of the
battery cells 50 to the respective top portions 70 of the
battery cells 50.

Because the operation of the battery cells 50 1s dependent
on a number of factors, including compression placed on the
cell 50, cell temperatures, and so forth, 1t may be desirable
to place a substantially equal amount of bias to each battery
cell 50 within the battery cell stacks 52 and 54. Accordingly,
the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may have a
length 118 that 1s suflicient to extend along all of the battery
cells 50 1n the battery cell stack 52 and/or 54. The width of
the biasing members 120 may be dependent on the available
space on the top portions 70 of the battery cells 50 for
abutment, the number of biasing members used on the
battery cells 50, and similar considerations.

The biasing force placed upon the battery cells 50 by the
biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may be depen-
dent on a number of factors, including the material compo-
sition of the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116, the
material composition of the casings 58 of the battery cells
50, the material composition of the compliant thermal trans-
ter layers 63, 64, the amount of compression applied by the
carrier assembly 67 when the module 28 1s assembled (e.g.,
compression force applied to the battery cells 50 via biasing
members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116), the size of the battery
cells 50, and so forth. For example, during assembly, the
carrier 102 may be secured to the module housing 58 (e.g.,
using module interface members 121 such as cantilevered
hooks, using adhesives, using laser welding, or similar
methods) and apply a compression force to the battery cells
50.

In view of the configuration shown 1n FIG. 3, it should be
noted that the total force (e.g., from the carrier 102, the
biasing members 110, 112, 114, 116, and other components)
applied to the battery cell casing 38 may be highly depen-
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dent on the material construction of the various features
(e.g., biasing members, compliant thermal transfer layers) in
physical contact with the battery cell 50, as well as the size
of the battery cells 50. In certain embodiments, the biasing
members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may account for varia-
tions 1n the height (e.g., from the bottom to top) between the
battery cells 50. For example, the biasing members 110, 112,
114, and/or 116 may apply unequal biasing forces (e.g.,
compression forces) to battery cells 50 having different
heights. The biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may
place a greater biasing force on taller battery cells (e.g., from
bottom to top) and a lesser biasing force on shorter battery
cells because the taller battery cells may be closer to the
biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 than the shorter
battery cells, for example. Accordingly, the battery cells 50
may be substantially aligned as a result of the varying forces
applied by the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116,
which may facilitate connection to the carrier assembly 67
(e.g., via the bus bars 90).

Furthermore, assuming that only the material composition
of the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 1s changed.,
the compliance of the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or
116 may be varied to adjust the amount of biasing force
placed upon an individual battery cell 50. Indeed, the
compliance of the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or
116 may be selected based on a balance between the desired
biasing force and the physical stress placed upon the battery
cell casing 58 by the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or
116. For instance, the physical stress, 1if too great, may
compromise the structural integrity of the casing 58, while
the compliance, 1f too great, may not provide a desired
amount of shock absorbance and physical restraint. Accord-
ingly, the Shore A hardness of the biasing members 110, 112,
114, and/or 116 may be seclected from a range of values,
which by way of non-limiting example, may include a Shore
A hardness value between 20 and 80, for example between
40 and 60. Such values may enable a desired degree of
compliance while still providing suflicient physical restraint
to maintain the positioning of the batter cells 30 in their
respective positions. In certain embodiments, the matenal
forming the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may
be more compliant (e.g., include a smaller Shore A hardness
value) than the material of the carrier 78. Accordingly, the
biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may exhibit
resiliency (e.g., compress when applying a biasing force on
the battery cells 50 and decompress to an original position
when the biasing force 1s removed), whereas the carrier 78
remains substantially rigid.

In certain embodiments, the hardness of the biasing

members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may be selected to
enable the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 to also
serve as a weather strip. Therefore, the biasing members
110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may be configured to not only bias
the battery cells and absorb vibrational forces, but may also
be configured to block the egress of moisture, vented gases,
or the like, from the cell vents 72 to other areas of the battery
module 28. For example, the sensing features 92 included on
the integrated sensing and bus bar subassembly 67 may be
sensitive to high temperatures, which may be created by
gases vented from the battery cells 50. Therefore, 1n certain
embodiments, the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or
116 may be configured to block such gases from contacting,
and potentially damaging, the sensing components 92,
thereby enhancing the life of the battery module 28. In
certain embodiments, the biasing members 110, 112, 114,
and/or 116 may direct the vented gases toward a specific
vent path, thereby preventing contact with any sensitive
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clectronic components (e.g., the sensing features 92) that
may be damaged by the gases.

By way of non-limiting example, the biasing members
110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may be formed from or otherwise
include one or more polymeric compounds, and, 1n certain
embodiments, may include one or more {iller materials. For
example, the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116
may include any one or a combination of an elastomer (e.g.,
polybutadiene), a polyolefin (e.g., polypropylene, polyeth-
ylene), a mixture of an elastomer and another polymer, such
as a polyolefin or polyarene (e.g., a mixture of polybutadiene
and polystyrene, such as a high-impact polystyrene (HIPS)
resin), a polyester (e.g., which may provide chemical and
stress crack resistance), and so forth. Fillers of the biasing
members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may include fillers that
provide structural reinforcement and/or chemical resistance,
such as fibers, particulates, and similar filler materials. The
filler material may be carbon-based, metallic, ceramic,
silica-based glass, borosilicate glass, or any other suitable
filler matenial.

The material properties of the biasing members 110, 112,
114, and/or 116 may also enable the biasing members 110,
112, 114, and/or 116 to be retained on the carrier 102 without
the use of adhesives or other securement mechanisms.
However, the present disclosure also encompasses embodi-
ments where the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116
are secured to the carrier 102 using adhesives, tie-downs,
over-molding, and so forth. In accordance with the embodi-
ment illustrated 1n FIG. 6, the biasing members 110, 112,
114, and/or 116 may be secured using a friction or interfer-
ence fit, where the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or
116 1nclude a recess 122 configured to receive a projection
124 of the carrier 102.

FIG. 7 depicts an expanded view of FI1G. 6, with the fourth
biasing member 116 removed from the carrier 102. As
shown, the carrier 102 includes an interface 126 for the
fourth biasing member 116, which includes the projection
124. The illustrated projection 124 includes a lipped edge
128, which may facilitate retention of the biasing member
116 on the carrier 102 by providing additional surfaces
oriented crosswise (e.g., perpendicular) to a direction 130
where the biasing member 116 would be pulled away from
the carrier 102. The recess 122 may include indentations 123
configured to conform to and receive the lipped edge 128,
thereby securing the projection 124 1n the recess 122.
Theretfore, when the projection 124 1s received 1n the recess
122, the lipped edge 128 may enable the biasing member
116 to resist mnadvertent removal from the interface 126.
Moreover, the mterface 126 may enable simpler and more
convenient assembly of the module 28 because the recess
122 of the biasing member 116 may simply be inserted over
the projection 124 to secure the biasing member 116 to the
carrier 102.

Additionally, the interface 126 may include a cutaway
portion 132, as illustrated in FIG. 8. For example, the
cutaway portion 132 may enable the biasing members 110,
112, 114, and/or 116 to have additional conformance to
certain features protruding from the battery cell. For
example, certain battery cells may be covered with a battery
cell sleeve such that these battery cells require additional
space relative to those without such sleeves. The additional
compliance provided by the cutaway portion 132 1n con-
junction with the material composition of the biasing mem-
bers 110, 112, 114, and/or 116, may enable the biasing
members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 to apply substantially the
same biasing force to all of the battery cells 50, regardless
of battery cell height (e.g., from bottom to top) and whether
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the battery cells 50 include a battery cell sleeve (e.g., middle
battery cells 1n FIG. 3 include a battery cell sleeve). The
battery cell sleeve or other such projections may be posi-
tioned over the battery cell casing 58 causing the battery cell
50 to 1ncur an increased height and width. For example, one
battery cell of the battery cells 50 that includes a battery cell
sleeve may be taller than the remaiming battery cells 50.
Theretore, the cutaway portion 132 enables the interface 126
to conform to the increased height, such that a force applied
to the battery cell with the battery cell sleeve does not cause
damage to the casing 58. In certain embodiments, the
cutaway portion 132 has a depth 134 corresponding to the
increased height of the battery cell sleeve (e.g., the difler-
ence between a battery cell with a battery cell sleeve and a
battery cell without a battery cell sleeve). Additionally, the
cutaway portion 132 may include a width 136 that corre-
sponds to the overall thickness of the battery cell 50 when
the battery cell sleeve 1s placed over the battery cell 50 (e.g.,
the combined thickness of the battery cell casing 78 and the
battery cell sleeve).

FIG. 9 illustrates an expanded view of the cutaway
portion 132 as well as a battery cell 50 having the battery cell
sleeve 133. As shown 1n the illustrated embodiment, the
battery cell sleeve 133 causes the battery cell 50 to incur an
increased height 137 and an increased width 138 1n com-
parison to the battery cells 50 without the battery cell sleeve
133 (e.g., the battery cells 50 to the rnight and to the left of
the battery cell 50 with the sleeve 133). Therefore, the depth
134 of the cutaway portion 132 may correspond to the
increased height 137, and the width 136 of the cutaway
portion 132 may correspond to a total width 139 of the
battery cell 50 having the battery cell sleeve 133 so that the
biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 may have
additional conformance to the battery cell 50 having the
battery cell sleeve 133.

Embodiments of the integrated sensing and bus bar sub-
assembly 67 may include channels 140 (e.g., notches, inden-
tations) having walls 142 and configured to receive portions
of one or more of the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or
116, as shown in FIG. 10. The biasing members 110, 112,
114, and/or 116 may be secured in the channels 140 via a
friction fit, using adhesives, or a combination thereof. In
such embodiments, the biasing members 110, 112, 114,
and/or 116 may be retained within the channels 140 using,
for instance, friction between an outermost surface 144 of
the biasing member 116 and the walls 142 of the channel
140. Accordingly, the biasing member 116 i1s secured into
the channel 140 1n a manner that resists inadvertent removal.
In certain embodiments, only a portion of the biasing
member 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 1s inserted into the
channel 140 such that a second portion protrudes from the
channel 140, such that the biasing member 110, 112, 114,
and/or 116 may apply the biasing force to the battery cells
50.

Further, the channels 140 may also include the projections
124 to enable an interference fit between the recess 122 1n
the biasing member 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 and the
projections 124, so that the biasing members 110, 112, 114,
and/or 116 are each retained on the carrier 102 using two
securement mechanisms (e.g., the friction between the chan-
nel surface and the outermost surface of a biasing member
and Iriction between the biasing member recess and a
surface of the projection and/or the lipped edge). In embodi-
ments employing the channels 140, the depth of the channels
140 may depend on the size of the biasing members 110,
112, 114, and/or 116, as well as the biasing force to be
applied to the battery cells 50. For example, the channels
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140 may be relatively shallow when a large biasing force 1s
desired. Conversely, the channels 140 may be deeper when
a smaller biasing force 1s desired.

When the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116 are
secured onto the carrier 102, the biasing members 110, 112,
114, and/or 116 may apply a biasing force to the battery cells
50 to reduce movement of the battery cells 50 1n the battery
module 28. FIG. 11 illustrates a top view of the biasing
members 110 and 112 disposed on the top portions 70 of the
battery cells 50. As shown in the 1llustrated embodiment, the
biasing members 110 and 112 are positioned, such that the
cell vent 72 1s between the biasing members 110 and 112.
Therefore, the biasing members 110 and 112 do not aflect
(e.g., physically interfere with) vent deployment. In certain
embodiments, the biasing members 110 and 112 may be
positioned between the cell terminals 56. In other embodi-
ments, the biasing members 110 and 112 may be positioned,
such that the cell terminals 56 are between the biasing
members 110 and 112. In still further embodiments, the
biasing members 110 and 112 may be positioned, such that
one of the cell terminals 56 1s between the biasing members
110 and 112.

In accordance with one aspect of the present disclosure,
the biasing members 110, 112, 114, and/or 116, in combi-
nation with the integrated sensing and bus bar subassembly
6’7, may provide a degree of compression suilicient to reduce
or altogether eliminate the need for additional compression
mechanisms. Such additional compression mechanisms
would typically include actuatable compression mecha-
nisms, such as those using threaded connections, cranking
mechanisms, moving compression plates, and so forth. Such
additional compression mechanisms may be expensive and
diflicult to implement into the battery module 28. In contrast,
battery modules 1n accordance with certain embodiments of
the present disclosure may only utilize compression pro-
vided by the carrier 102, the biasing members 110, 112, 114,
and/or 116, and the swelling of the battery cells 50 during
operation. An embodiment of a fully assembled version of
the battery module 28 having the biasing features of the
present disclosure 1s shown 1n FIG. 12. It should be appre-
ciated that the battery module 28, when substantially
assembled as shown, does not include an actuatable com-
pression mechanism.

In view of the foregoing, 1t should be appreciated that one
or more of the disclosed embodiments, alone or 1n combi-
nation, may be useful for providing the techmical effect of
reducing movement of battery cells within a battery module,
thereby enhancing the structural integrity of the battery cells
and their associated connections. For example, in one
aspect, i1t 1s now recognized that battery cells in a battery
module, 11 not secured using an actuatable compression
mechanism, may move during use of the battery module. It
1s also now recognized that such movement may result 1n
degradation of the cells and their associated electrical con-
nections, reducing the reliability and/or lifetime of the
battery module. To mitigate these unwanted eflfects and to
provide other advantages and technical effects, the present
disclosure uses biasing members positioned on an integrated
sensing and bus bar subassembly to bias the battery cells
inwardly toward the module housing, such as toward ther-
mal transier layers positioned within the housing. The
biasing may also enable enhanced thermal transier between
the battery cells and certain cooling features of the module
housing, and may facilitate the use of passive cooling for the
module 1nstead of active cooling. The technical effects and
technical problems 1n the specification are exemplary and
are not limiting. It should be noted that the embodiments
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described in the specification may have other technical
ellects and can solve other technical problems.

The specific embodiments described above have been
shown by way of example, and 1t should be understood that
these embodiments may be susceptible to various modifi-
cations and alternative forms. It should be further under-
stood that the claims are not intended to be limited to the
particular forms disclosed, but rather to cover all modifica-
tions, equivalents, and alternatives falling within the spirit
and scope of this disclosure.

The 1nvention claimed 1s:

1. A Iithtum-ion battery module, comprising:

a housing;

a stack of prismatic battery cells disposed 1n a receptacle
arca of the housing, each prismatic battery cell of the
stack of prismatic battery cells having a top comprising
a battery cell terminal and a bottom opposite the top,
wherein the stack of prismatic battery cells 1s posi-
tioned such that the top of each prismatic battery cell
faces outwardly away from the receptacle area;

a thermal transfer layer positioned adjacent to the bottom
of the prismatic battery cells within the housing and
configured to facilitate thermal transier from the pris-
matic battery cells; and

an 1ntegrated sensing and bus bar subassembly positioned
against the stack of prismatic battery cells and within
the housing, wherein the integrated sensing and bus bar
subassembly comprises a carrier, a bus bar integrated
onto the carrier, a first biasing member integrated onto
the carrier, and a second biasing member integrated
onto the carrier;

wherein the bus bar i1s configured to electrically couple
prismatic battery cells of the stack of prismatic battery
cells 1 an electrical arrangement; and

wherein the first and second biasing members are posi-
tioned directly between the top of each prismatic bat-
tery cell of the stack of prismatic battery cells and the
carrier, the first and second biasing members each
comprise a strip having a first material more compliant
than a second material of the carrier, the first and
second biasing members bias the stack of prismatic
battery cells inwardly toward the housing, a cell vent of
cach prismatic battery cell of the stack of prismatic
battery cells 1s positioned between the first and second
biasing members,

wherein the first and second biasing members are each
integrated onto the carrier via a friction fit created by a
first projection of the carrier 1s positioned within a first
recess of the first biasing member and a second pro-
jection of the carrier 1s positioned within a second
recess of the second biasing member.

2. The lithtum-10n battery module of claim 1, wherein the

thermal transier layer comprises a compliant material and 1s
configured to facilitate thermal transier from the stack of
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prismatic battery cells to a thermal management feature
disposed on an exterior surface of the housing, and wherein
the thermal management feature comprises a heat sink, a
heat fin, or another device configured to receive thermal
cnergy.

3. The lithtum-10on battery module of claim 1, wherein one
or more of the first and second biasing members comprise an
clastomer, a polyolefin, a mixture of an elastomer and
another polymer, a polyester, or any combination thereof.

4. The lithtum-ion battery module of claim 1, wherein the
first projection comprises a cutout configured to accommo-
date a battery cell sleeve disposed about one battery cell of
the stack of prismatic battery cells.

5. The lithium-1on battery module of claim 4, wherein the
cutout comprises a depth and a width corresponding to an
increased height and an increased width of the battery cell
caused by the battery cell sleeve.

6. The lithtum-1on battery module of claim 4, wherein the
stack of prismatic battery cells comprises a first battery cell,
a second battery cell having the battery cell sleeve, and a
third battery cell, the second battery cell 1s positioned
between the first battery cell and the third battery cell, and
the cutout 1s 1n a position on the first projection correspond-
ing to the second battery cell.

7. The lithtum-ion battery module of claim 1, wherein the
first projection comprises a lip configured to secure the first
biasing member on the first projection.

8. The lithium-1on battery module of claim 1, wherein the
first biasing member 1s integrated onto the carrier via an
adhesive.

9. The lithium-10n battery module of claim 1, wherein the
first biasing member and the second biasing member are
configured to abut the top of each prismatic battery cell such
that a vent of each prismatic battery cell 1s positioned
between the first biasing member and the second biasing
member.

10. The lithrum-ion battery module of claim 1, wherein
the first biasing member comprises a Shore A Hardness
value of between 40 and 60.

11. The lithtum-1on battery module of claim 10, wherein
the first biasing member further comprises a filler material
configured to provide structural reinforcement.

12. The lithium-1on battery module of claim 1, wherein
the lithium-1on battery module does not comprise an actu-
atable compression mechanism.

13. The lithtum-1on battery module of claim 1, wherein a
width of a recess of the first biasing member 1s less than a
thickness of the first projection.

14. The lithtum-ion battery module of claim 1, wherein
the first biasing member directly contacts the top of each
prismatic battery cell of the stack of prismatic battery cells
and the carrier.
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