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by an Intelligent Electronic Device (IED) of the mixed line.
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location of the fault based on a comparison of each estimate
with a threshold, wherein the threshold 1s estimated based on
the one or more signals, equivalent source impedance of

cach source and total line impedance.
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR LOCATING A
FAULT IN A MIXED POWER
TRANSMISSION LINE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application 1s a national stage entry under 35
USC § 371 of International Application No. PCT/IB2016/
054112, filed Jul. 8, 2016.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to locating faults in a mixed
power transmission line.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A mixed power transmission line (mixed line) 1s a trans-
mission line with non-uniform line impedance characteris-
tics. In other words, a mixed line has at least two line
sections, wherein 1mpedance characteristic (e.g. surge
impedance) of one section 1s different from impedance
characteristic of the other section(s). Such a transmission
line 1s preferred over a homogenous transmission line (1.¢. a
line with only one impedance characteristic) for a variety of
reasons including, but not limited to, safety considerations,
case ol accessibility of substations 1n thickly populated
locations, ease of grid connection between countries with
varying topology, and need for subsea electrification. An
example where a mixed power transmission line 1s preferred
instead of a homogenous transmission line, 1s when the
transmission line 1s expected to traverse across natural
vegetation, rivers etc.

Accurate fault location 1n mixed lines 1s very important
for maintenance crew to reach to a faulted section and
undertake repair work quickly. Fault location 1n a mixed line
1s challenging due to variance in surge impedances or
impedance characteristics (e.g. X/R ratio). Faults near to
junctions increase the problem multifold due to different
clectromagnetic wave propagation characteristics.

Fault location methods are classified into single ended or
two ended, based on the availability of input quantities.
Further, according to the fault location principle used, these
methods are also categorized as impedance based methods
or traveling wave based methods.

An impedance based fault location method typically uses
post fault relay measured impedance. The impedance from
the relay location to fault point 1s calculated using the
voltage and current measurements. The fault location 1n the
impedance method 1s calculated using the ratio of relay
measured i1mpedance and line impedance. 'Traditional
impedance based methods may not give accurate results for
mixed/non-homogeneous lines due to the varying imped-
ance characteristics of the different line sections.

Two end synchronous measurement based traveling wave
tault location methods are generally known. Communication
based solutions are typically considered more accurate and
reliable for impedance or traveling wave based methods.
However, the reliability and quality of a communication
channel 1s still a major challenge. In addition, accurate
synchronized sampling and transferring of data at both sides
1s an 1ncreased complexity with these communication based
solutions. Hence, single ended methods are generally pre-
terred over communication based solution.
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2

Thus, there 1s a need for an improved method and system
for locating a fault 1n a mixed power transmission line.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Various aspects of the present invention provide a method
and system for locating a fault 1n a mixed power transmis-
sion line (hereafter referred to a ‘mixed line’). A mixed line
1s a transmission line with non-uniform line 1mpedance
characteristics. In other words, a mixed line has two or more
line sections (or sections ), wherein impedance characteristic
(e.g. surge 1mpedance) of at least a first line section 1s
different from impedance characteristic of at least a second
line section(s). For example, the mixed line can have two
line sections, with one of the two sections being an overhead
line section, and the other section being a cable section.
Every two consecutive sections of the mixed line are con-
nected at a junction. Accordingly, in case of a mixed line
with two sections, there 1s one junction, and 1n case of a
mixed line with three sections, there are two junctions and
so forth.

The method 1s implemented by an Intelligent Electronic
Device (IED) for the mixed line. For example, the method
may be implemented by an IED associated with one of a line
section, a junction, a substation etc. The IED receives one or
more signals from one or more measurement equipment
connected to the mixed line. For example, the measurement
equipment can include a current transformer, a potential
transformer, a sensor-based measurement equipment (e.g.
Rogowski coils, non-conventional instrument transformers
ctc.) and/or the like, which provides a signal corresponding
to current, voltage or other information as sensed from the
mixed line. For example, a current transformer provides
single/multiple phase current signal and a potential trans-
former can provide single/multiple phase voltage signal to
the IED.

The IED may detect a travelling wave from the one or
more signals received from the one or more measurement
equipment. For example, a current signal may be digitized
and processed by the IED to detect a travelling wave. The
travelling wave 1s generated due to the fault or any other
disturbance 1n any line section of the mixed line.

The IED performs the step of identifying a line section
with the fault after detecting the travelling wave. The line
section with the fault 1s identified from the one or more
signals received from the one or more measurement equip-
ment. For instance, the IED may identify that a particular
line section (e.g. first line section) has a fault based on a
current/voltage signal.

In one embodiment, the IED i1dentifies the line section
with the fault based on a comparison of a characteristic of
the travelling wave with a corresponding threshold value.
For instance, the IED may determine a first peak of the
travelling wave and at least one of a peak width, a rise time
and a discharge time of the first peak. Further, the IED may
compare at least one of the peak width, the rise time and the
discharge time with a corresponding threshold value of each
junction. Here the corresponding threshold value(s) 1s pre-
determined for each junction and is stored in the IED.

According to the line section 1dentified with the fault, the
IED generates two or more estimates of the location of the
tault. Here, a first estimate of the two or more estimates may
correspond to a first half of the line section with the fault,
while a second estimate of the two or more estimates may
correspond to a second half of the line section with the fault.

Each estimate i1s generated based on a time difference
between arrival of two peaks of the travelling wave, a
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velocity of propagation of the travelling wave 1n the line
section 1dentified with the fault, and a length of one or more
line sections of the two or more line sections. For example,
if the IED detects that the fault 1s 1n the first line section, then
an estimate ‘d1’ can be obtained from the following equa-
tion:

Thvir =T X
dl:(Mz 2M1) V]

wherein, dl i1s the first estimate, 1,,-T,, 1s the time
difference between arrival of the first and the second peaks,
and v, 1s the velocity of propagation of the travelling wave
in the first line section. Similarly, the IED obtains another
estimate d2 using:

(T2 — Tag1) X vy
2

d2 =1L, —

wherein, d2 1s the second estimate and L1 1s the length of the
first line section.

The IED determines the location of the fault based on a
comparison ol each estimate with a threshold for the loca-
tion of the fault. For instance, the IED can select an estimate
ol the two or more estimates as the location of the fault based
on the comparison of each estimate with the threshold. The
threshold for the location of the fault 1s estimated based on
the one or more signals, equivalent source impedance of
cach source of the mixed line, and total line impedance of
the mixed line. For example, the threshold may be estimated
based on voltage and current measurements along with line
and source impedances. Also, the threshold for the location
of the fault can be a single value, or a range of values for the
location of the fault.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The subject matter of the mvention will be explained in
more detail 1n the following text with reference to exemplary

embodiments which are illustrated in attached drawings 1n
which:

FIG. 1 1s a simplified diagram of a system for locating a
fault 1n a mixed power transmaission line;

FIG. 2 1s a flowchart of a method for locating the fault in
the mixed power transmission line;

FIGS. 3-6 illustrate various Bewley-Lattice diagrams
showing travelling waves created by the fault;

FIG. 7 shows a simplified diagram of the power trans-
mission line with the fault at point F;

FIG. 8 shows an equivalent circuit of the power trans-
mission line during the fault; and

FI1G. 9 shows the post-fault circuit as well as the pre-fault
and the pure-fault/superimposed circuit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention provides a system and method for
locating a fault in a mixed power transmission line (referred
to as ‘mixed line’ hereafter). The mixed line typically
includes at least two line sections (or sections) having
different impedance characteristics (for example different
surge impedances). Every two consecutive line sections 1n a
mixed line are connected at a junction.
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4

A mixed line 1s 1llustrated 1n FIG. 1, which includes one
overhead line section (overhead section) denoted by a ret-
crence numeral 10A, and one cable section denoted by a
reference numeral 10B. Further, the overhead section 10A 1s
connected to the cable section 10B at a junction 10C. The
mixed line connects two substations E,, and E,, in the
embodiment illustrated in FI1G. 1. The overhead section 10
originates at the substation E,, and the cable section 10B
terminates at the substation E,, as shown in FIG. 1. Mea-
surement equipment may be connected at one or more of the
substations E, ,and E,,. The measurement equipment may be
a Current Transformer (CT), a Potential Transformer (PT),
capacitance coupled voltage transformer (CVT), a sensor-
based measurement equipment efc.

In accordance with the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 1, the
measurement equipment includes a current transformer 12A
and a voltage transformer 12B, and an Intelligent Electronic
Device (IED) 14 1s connected to voltage transformer 12B
and current transformer 12A. It would be apparent that IED
14 may be connected with the current transformer, or 1t may
receive a signal from other equipment, or from different type
of equipment (e.g. from both current and voltage transform-
ers). Also, IED 14 may be connected at a line section,
junction or other location.

When a fault (or disturbance) occurs at any line section of
the mixed line, travelling waves are generated. In order to
detect travelling waves, the signal(s) from the measurement
equipment are monitored, preferably continuously. For
example, IED 14 monitors the signal received from either
the current transformer 12A or potential transformer 12B
(depending upon whether current signals are to be sensed or
voltage signals are to be sensed). The measurements corre-
sponds to the point in the mixed line, wherein the measure-
ment equipment 1s connected. In case of A/C line, the
measurement will retlect current/voltage for each phase (of
the multi-phase line). It should be noted that the method 1s
not restricted to an A/C line, and can be implemented for a
D/C line.

The signal(s) 1s digitized and processed by the IED 14, to
detect a travelling wave therefrom. For example, at the IED
14, Clark transformation may be applied either to the current
signal or the voltage signal. Subsequently aerial mode (alpha
component or beta component) and ground mode compo-
nents of the (current or voltage) signal are obtained. The
alpha component or beta component 1s input for signal
processing, to filter out unwanted noise, and extract the
travelling waves within a predetermined frequency band.
This process can be applied for a single phase, or repeated
for each phase 1n a multi-phase line. Accordingly, the IED
can 1implement the method for single phase A/C line as well
as multi-phase A/C line. Also, the IED can similarly imple-
ment the method for a D/C line.

The IED 14 identifies a section to have a fault after
detecting the travelling wave. The IED may identily the line
section with the fault based on comparison of a travelling
wave characteristic, with a corresponding threshold value.
For this, the IED 14 may determine different travelling wave
characteristics such as peak width, rise time and discharge
time etc. Subsequently, the IED compares the travelling
wave characteristic (e.g. peak width of the first peak), with
the corresponding threshold value (e.g. threshold for peak
width of junction 10C).

The threshold values for peak width, rise time and dis-
charge time may be predetermined for the junction 10C (or
multiple junctions as the case may be) and are stored 1n the
IED. The threshold values may have been estimated based
on analysis of a fault history and/or electrical characteristics
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of the mixed line. Fault characteristics of a junction(s) of the
mixed line may be determined at the time of installation of
the mixed line, and such characteristics may be used for
defining the threshold value(s) for the junction. For an
existing mixed line, experiments may be conducted for
determining the threshold value(s) for the junction. Such
experiments can 1include physically/virtually simulating
taults for a line.

In case of a mixed line with multiple sections, the
travelling wave characteristic (i.e. value of one of peak
width, rise time, discharge time etc.) 1s compared with the
threshold values for the different junctions. The section with
the fault may be 1dentified to be the section that precedes the
junction for which the peak characteristic value exceeds the
threshold value. Take a case of a line with junctions 11, 32,
1, wherein tpdl, trtl, tdtl, tpd2, trt2, tdt2, . . . tpdn, trtn, tdin
represents the threshold values of peak width, rise time and
discharge time for 11, 12 . . . jn respectively. Here, the first
peak characteristic (say PDI 1s compared with tpdl,
tpd2 . . . tpdn). Assume that PDi<tp2 and PD1i>tp3. Accord-
ingly, IED 14 identifies that the fault 1s 1n the third section
that lies between 12 and j3. It will be apparent that there may
be different ways in which the threshold values may be used
tor comparing with the actual values and identifying the line
section with the fault.

The IED 14 can also identily which half of a section (line
section) has the fault by comparing the traveling wave
characteristic with the threshold for the mid-point of the
section. The information regarding the threshold for the
mid-point(s) can be determined 1 a manner similar to
junctions as described hereinabove. Alternately, the junction
threshold values can be interpolated according to character-
istics of the section to arrive at the threshold value for the
mid-points.

IED 14 may identify the fault section using other methods
such as impedance based methods, voltage/current based
methods or other travelling wave methods.

Once the line section with the fault has been identified,
IED 14 determines location of the fault in the section. For
this, the IED generates two or more estimates for the
location of the fault. The IED utilizes a time diflerence
between arrival of two peaks (for example difference
between arrival of first and second peak), along with the line
section lengths and wave propagation velocities to generate
the two or more estimates.

In case of a two section mixed line system as shown in
FIG. 1, where the first section (first line section) i1s an
overhead line section (OHL) and the second section (second
line section) 1s an underground cable section (UGC), there
are Tour possibilities of location of occurrence of fault: fault
in first half of first section, fault in second halt of first
section, fault in first half of second section and fault in
second half of second section. Depending on the section, the
IED can generate two or more estimates for the location of
the fault, 1.e. for the two halves of the section (which can be
OHL or UGC).

The IED also generates a value for a threshold for the
location of the fault. The IED may generate the value by
calculating a fault location using an impedance based
method. For instance, the fault location may be estimated
based on voltage and current measurements along with line
and source impedances. The threshold may have a single
value (1.e. the fault location as estimated) or a range of
values estimated taking into consideration the estimated
fault location and estimation and/or measuring errors.

In an implementation, the IED selects an estimate of the
two or more estimates as the location of the fault based on
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comparison ol each estimate with a threshold for the loca-
tion of the fault. For example, the IED can select the
estimate which 1s closest to the threshold as the fault
location. In another implementation, the IED determines the
location of the fault by taking an average of the two or more
estimates.

Retferring to FIG. 2, which illustrates a flowchart of a
method for locating the fault 1n the mixed power transmis-
sion line (such as mixed line described in conjunction with
FIG. 1). The method 1s implemented by an IED (such as IED
14).

At 202, the IED detects a travelling wave from the one or
more signals received from the one or more measurement
equipment. The IED digitizes and processes the signal(s) to
detect the travelling wave (refer para 0027). Thereaiter, the
IED 1dentifies a section (line section) with a fault from the
one or more signals. For example, the IED can i1dentity the
section with the fault based on travelling wave characteris-
tics (refer para 0028). Alternately, the IED may use other
single-ended travelling wave or impedance based methods
for 1dentifying the section with the fault.

According to the line section identified at 204, the IED
generates two or more estimates of the location of the fault
at 206. For generating the estimates, the IED may determine
a time difference between arrival of two peaks of the
travelling wave. For instance, the IED can determine the
time diflerence between arrival of the first and the second
peaks of the travelling wave. The IED utilizes the time
difference information along with wave propagation veloci-
ties and section lengths for generating two or more estimates
for the location of the fault.

At 208, a threshold for the location of the fault 1is
estimated by the IED (for example by using an impedance
based method). The threshold 1s estimated based on the one
or more signals, equivalent source impedance of each source
of the mixed line, and total line impedance of the mixed line.
For example, the threshold may be estimated based on
voltage and current measurements along with line and
source 1mpedances.

Also, the threshold for the location of the fault can be a
single value, or a range of values for the location of the fault.

At 210, the IED determines the location of the fault based
on a comparison of each estimate of the two or more
estimates with the threshold. For example, the IED selects
an estimate of the two or more estimates as the location of
the fault based on a comparison of each of the two or more
estimates with the threshold for the location of the fault.
Taking another example, the IED takes an average of the two
or more estimates to arrive at the location of the fault.

The following describes exemplary implementations of
the method, 1n accordance with various embodiments of the
invention.

Assume that a fault has occurred i the first half of the first
section (first line section) of the mixed line of FIG. 1. FIG.
3 illustrates the Bewley-lattice diagram showing the travel-
ling waves created by the fault in the first half. In accordance
with the method, the time T,,, and T,,, (the time corre-
sponding to when the reflection from the fault or remote
terminal reaches terminal M) are used to estimate the fault
location.

For a fault in the first half of the first section, from FIG.
3, the following relationship can be derived:

d equation (1)
Ty =10+ —
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-continued
IXd

V1

equation (2
T = 1o + q (2)

In equations (1) and (2), t, 1s the time of origination of the
travelling wave, T, ,, 1s the time of arrival of the first peak
of the travelling wave, T,,, 1s the time of arrival of the
second peak, d 1s the location of the fault and v, 1s the wave
propagation velocity in the first section. Upon subtracting
equation (2) from (1), the fault location ‘d” can be deter-
mined:

2xd

Vi

equation (3)

Ty =Tyl =

(Thio — Thg ) X vy equation (4)

d =
2

Now, consider a fault in the second half of the first section
(see FIG. 4) of the mixed line system, the following equa-
tions can be obtained:

d equation ()
Tyi =1+ —
V1

L —-d L

| |

equation (6)
T2 =1 +

In equation (6), L, 1s the length of the first section. The
fault location d 1n this case (i.e. 1n the second half of the first
section) can be obtained by subtracting equation (6) from

(5):

L, —2d

|

equation (/)

Tyo =Ty =

(Thio — Tar1 ) X vy equatiﬂn (8)

d=1 - 5

Consider a fault 1in the first half of the second section
(second line section) (see FIG. 5) of the mixed line system,
the following equations can be obtained:

d-L, L equation (9)
TMI = I + + —
V2 V]
d— L L d—L equation (10
Thr =15+ l+—1+2><( 1) 4 (9)
V2 V] V2

In equations (9) and (10) v, 1s the velocity of propagation
of the travelling wave in the second section. The fault

location d can be arrived at by subtracting equation 10 from
9:

d—1, equation (11)

(Thpr — Tag1 ) Xvr equati{m (12)

d=L; +
! 2

In case of a fault 1in the second half of the second section
(see FIG. 6), the following equations can be obtained:
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d—-L, L equation (13)
Twi =10+ + —
V2 V1
L+IL,-d L L, equation (14)
Thr =1 + + — + —
V2 V1 V2

In equation (14) L2 1s the length of the second section.

The fault location d can be arrived at by subtracting equation
14 from 13:

Ly +1,— d) equation (15)

TMZ _TMI = 2)((
V2

(Tarz — Tag1) X2
2

d=1L+ 1L, - equation (16)

For an n-section mixed line transmission system, the
generalized fault location equations are as shown 1n equa-
tions 17 and 18 below. When the fault has occurred in the

first half of section s, the fault location 1s given by:

5—1

equation (17)
d first half = Z I +
i=1

AT, Xv,
2

For a fault 1n the second half of section s, the fault location
1s given by:

S AT, X v, equation (18)

d_second half = Z [, — 5
i=1

In equations 17 and 18, AT_=T1,,-1,,; 1. 1s the length of
the i”” section of the n-section mixed transmission line
system 1n kilometers; and v, 1s the wave propagation velocity
in the 1’ section in kilometers/second.

It can be observed from equations 17 and 18 that, the
equations for fault location using the one-end travelling
wave method, 1s different for faults 1in the first haltf of the line
section and for faults 1n the second half of the line section.
This 1ndicates that the knowledge about which half of the
line section 1s faulted, 1s required for the one-terminal
travelling wave method for fault location to work alone
ciliciently. Hence 1n order to facilitate the selection of the
correct fault location from among the candidate locations, an
impedance based method for fault location 1s also used 1n
combination with the travelling wave method explained 1n
the previous section.

The impedance-based method 1s used to create a threshold
(fault zone), such that the fault location among the candidate
locations, which falls into this fault zone, can be selected as
the final output location. Consider a transmission line sys-
tem as shown in FIG. 7. The fault occurs at the point F,
which 1s half way between the source end terminal M and
the remote end terminal N. The equivalent circuit of the line
impedances during the fault 1s as shown in FIG. 8. In the
equivalent circuit, E_, ,and E _,; are the equivalent sources at
buses M and N respectively, Z_,, and Z_,, are equivalent
source 1mpedances of the two sources at M and N respec-
tively, Z,, 1s the total series line impedance matrix of the line
MN, F 1s the fault point on line MN, at a distance ‘d’ from
bus M, 1n kilometers, R 1s the resistance of the fault path,
assumed to be a purely resistive, 1. 1s the fault current and
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V., and I, , are fundamental components of the voltage and
current measurements at bus M during fault. The voltage/
current measurements may be obtained by applying a Fou-
rier transform on the voltage and current measurements
obtained from IEDI1 at bus M.

Using superposition theorem, the post-fault circuit of the
transmission system, can be split into pre-fault and pure-
fault/superimposed circuits as shown in FIG. 9. Applying
Kirchofl’s voltage law (KVL) to the two meshes 1n the
pure-fault equivalent circuit, the following two equations
can be formed:

MM(Z.';M+ dZL)-l_RFIF - VFPFE

AL Z N+ (1-d)Zp ARl 7=V

In the above Al,~=I, -1,/ and all the variables with
superscript ‘pre’ are the corresponding pre-fault values.
Since the accurate source impedance magnitudes are typi-
cally not available, E_, . and 7 _,, are calculated by system
studies of the particular system. Alternately, Z_, ,and 7Z _,,can
be provided as IED settings. Solving the equations 19 and
20, Al,; can be written as a function of Al,, and the source
and line 1impedances.

equation (19)

equation (20)

(Zspt +dZy)
(Zsy + (1 —d)Zy)

equation (21)

From the equivalent circuit of the post-fault system,
applying Kirchhofl’s voltage law in the first mesh the
following equation can be derived:

equation (22)

In equation 22, I.=Al, +Al
equation 21:

1 Substituting for Al from

equation (23)

(Zsm +dZy) ]

e =Alul 1l +
d ”( (Zsy + (1 —d)Zy)

Now, separating the equation 23 into real and imaginary
parts, the following two linear equations 1n terms of two
unknowns, d and R, are obtained:

Vi —dZi Iy —Aly(l + )R =0 equation (24)

Ly + C?,'ZL
L+ (1 — d)ZL

equation (25)

Equation 24 can be solved using any numerical method to
obtain the fault distance, d 1in kilometers. In the case of
multi-section lines, using the fault section information avail-
able, the impedance based method can be applied to the
faulted section alone. The voltages and currents shall be
accordingly replaced by the junction voltages and junction
currents as calculated.

There may be an error 1n the fault location results from the
impedance-based method. For instance, there may be an
error of less than 10% of the total length of the line, under
various system conditions. This information may be used to
deduce the fault zone (threshold) from the impedance based
method result. The minimum and maximum limits of the
fault zone can be calculated from the equations below:

Fault zone mimimum limit=(Impedance method out-
put)—(0.1*Total line length)

Fault zone maximum limit=(Impedance method out-
put)+(0.1*Total line length)
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After the line section with the fault i1s identified, the
travelling wave method gives two candidate fault locations,
one corresponding to the first half of the line section with the
fault and the second corresponding to the second half of the
line section with the fault. The impedance based method 1s
used 1n combination with the travelling wave method, in
order to solve the problem of selection of the correct fault
location from among the candidate fault locations. As
explained hereinabove, the impedance method gives a fault
zone (threshold), which can be used to eliminate the wrong
fault location, from among the two candidate locations. The
location which falls into the fault zone defined by the
impedance method 1s selected as the final fault location. In
the case, where both the candidate locations fall into the
fault zone, the one which 1s closest to the impedance method
output 1s selected as the final fault location. Alternately, an
average of the candidate locations can be taken to determine
the fault location.

Consider a test case where the fault 1s located at 109
kilometers. The candidate locations from the travelling wave
method are 109.012 and 110.988 kilometers. The fault
location calculated using impedance based method 1s 106
kilometers. The fault zone 1dentified 1s between 100 and 112
kilometers (1.e. from (106-6) to (106+6)). Obviously, both
the candidate locations fall into the fault zone. In this case,
the location closer to the output of the impedance based
method (106 kilometers), 1.e., 109.012 kilometers 1s selected
as the final fault location.

As an alternative to using the impedance based method,
the fault sub-section information can be used to determine
the fault location. Here, as per the half of the section with the
fault identified by the IED, the corresponding fault location
equation can be applied. For example, the IED may 1dentity
that the second half of the second section has the fault.
Accordingly, the fault location equation (i.e. equation 16)
can be used for locating the fault.

Thus, the mvention utilizes the advantages of both the
travelling wave based method and the impedance based

method, to form a very eflicient and highly accurate fault
locator for mixed line transmission systems.

The mnvention claimed 1s:

1. A method for locating a fault n a mixed power
transmission line comprising two or more line sections, the
method comprising:

recerving, by an Intelligent Electronic Device (IED) of the

mixed power transmission line, one or more signals
from one or more measurement equipment connected
to the mixed power transmission line;

detecting, by the IED, a travelling wave from the one or

more signals received from the one or more measure-
ment equipment, wherein the travelling wave 1s gen-
crated due to the fault 1n a line section where the fault
1s located of the two or more line sections;
identitying, by the IED, the line section where the fault 1s
located from the one or more signals received from the
one or more measurement equipment, including deter-
mining a first peak of the travelling wave and at least
one travelling-wave characteristic of the first peak
chosen from a peak width, a rise time, and a discharge
time and comparing the at least one travelling-wave
characteristic of the first peak with a corresponding
threshold value for each junction of one or more
junctions that connect consecutive line sections of the
two or more line sections of the mixed power trans-
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mission line, wherein the corresponding threshold
value for each junction 1s predetermined for each
junction of the one or more junctions and 1s stored in
the IED;

generating, by the IED, two or more estimates of a

location of the fault within the line section where the
fault 1s located, wherein each estimate ot the two or
more estimates 1s generated based on a time difference
between arrival of two peaks of the travelling wave, a
velocity of propagation of the travelling wave in the
line section where the fault 1s located t, and a length of
one or more line sections of the two or more line
sections; and

determining, by the IED, the location of the fault within

the line section where the fault 1s located based on a
comparison of each estimate of the two or more esti-
mates with a threshold for the location of the fault,
wherein the threshold for the location of the fault 1s
estimated based on the one or more signals, equivalent
source 1mpedance of each of multiple sources of the
mixed power transmission line, and total line 1imped-
ance of the mixed power transmission line.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the two peaks of the
travelling wave comprise the first peak of the travelling
wave and a second peak of the travelling wave respectively.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the
location of the fault comprises selecting an estimate of the
two or more estimates that 1s closest to the threshold for the
location of the fault.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein a first estimate of the
two or more estimates corresponds to a first half of the line
section where the fault 1s located, and a second estimate of
the two or more estimates corresponds to a second half of the
line section where the fault 1s located.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising estimating,
the threshold for the location of the fault based on voltage
and current measurements obtained from the one or more
measurement equipment, equivalent source impedance of
cach source of the mixed power transmission line, and total
line 1impedance of the mixed power transmission line.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the threshold for the
location of the fault comprises a single value for the location
of the fault or a range of values for the location of the fault.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising determining,
the range of values for the location of the fault based on an
estimation error, a measurement error, or both.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein determining the
location of the fault within the line section where the fault
1s located based on the comparison of each estimate of the
two or more estimates with the threshold for the location of
the fault comprises determiming each estimate of the two or
more estimates that 1s within the range of values.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein determining the
location of the fault within the line section where the fault
1s located based on the comparison of each estimate of the
two or more estimates with the threshold for the location of
the fault further comprises determining the location of the
fault based on each estimate of the two or more estimates
that 1s within the range of values.

10. A method comprising:

detecting, by an Intelligent Electronic Device (IED), a

travelling wave from one or more signals received from
one or more measurement equipment of a mixed power
transmission line;

identifying, by the IED, a line section of the mixed power

transmission line having a fault by comparing a char-
acteristic of the travelling wave with a corresponding
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threshold for each junction of a plurality of junctions of
the mixed power transmission line;

generating, by the IED and based on the identified line

section and a time difference between arrival of two
peaks of the travelling wave, at least two estimates of
a location of the fault within the 1dentified line section;
and

determining, by the IED, the location of the fault within

the 1dentified line section by comparing the at least two
estimates of the location of the fault to a reference
location determined as a function of a total line 1imped-
ance of the mixed power transmission line.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein comparing the
characteristic of the travelling wave with the corresponding
threshold for each junction of the plurality of junctions
comprises comparing a peak width of a peak of the travelling
wave with a corresponding threshold value for each junction
of the plurality of junctions.

12. The method of claim 10, wheremn comparing the
characteristic of the travelling wave with the corresponding
threshold for each junction of the plurality of junctions
comprises comparing a rise time of a peak of the travelling
wave with a corresponding threshold value for each junction
of the plurality of junctions.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein comparing a char-
acteristic of the travelling wave with a corresponding thresh-
old for each junction of the plurality of junctions comprises
comparing a discharge time of a peak of the travelling wave
with a corresponding threshold value for each junction of the
plurality of junctions.

14. The method of claim 10, wherein detecting the trav-
clling wave from the one or more signals comprises:

applying a Clark transformation to the one or more

signals;

obtaining aerial mode components and ground mode

components from the one or more signals;

filtering out, as a function of the aerial mode components,

noise from the one or more signals; and

extracting the travelling wave from a predetermined fre-

quency band of the one or more signals.
15. The method of claim 14, further comprising extracting
a travelling wave from each phase of a multiphase alternat-
ing current signal.
16. The method of claim 10, wherein determining the
location of the fault within the identified line section by
comparing the at least two estimates of the location of the
fault to the reference location determined as the function of
the total line impedance of the mixed power transmission
line comprises selecting, as the location of the fault within
the 1dentified line section, an estimate of the location that 1s
closest to the reference location.
17. The method of claim 10, wherein the reference
location 1s further determined by impedances of sources
connected to the mixed power transmission line.
18. The method of claim 17, further comprising deter-
mining, by the IED, a range of reference locations of the
fault based on one or more measuring errors.
19. A device comprising:
circuitry to:
detect a ftravelling wave from one or more signals
received from one or more measurement equipment of
a mixed power transmission line;

identily a line section of the mixed power transmission
line having a fault by comparing a characteristic of the
travelling wave with a corresponding threshold for each
of a plurality of junctions of the mixed power trans-
mission line;
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generate, based on the identified line section and a time
difference between arrival of two peaks of the travel-
ling wave, at least two estimates of a location of the
fault within the i1dentified line section; and
determine the location of the fault within the identified 5
line section by comparing the at least two estimates of
the location of the fault to a reference location deter-
mined as a function of a total line impedance of the
mixed power transmission line.
20. The device of claim 19, wherein the location of the 10
fault 1s determined by selecting an estimate of the at least
two estimates that 1s closest to the reference location.
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