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OIL-BASED DRILLING FLUIDS FOR HIGH
PRESSURE AND HIGH TEMPERATURE
DRILLING OPERATIONS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Non-Provisional
application Ser. No. 16/035,867 filed Aug. 6, 2018, which
claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No.
62/545,516 filed Aug. 15, 2017, both of which are incorpo-

rated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments of the present disclosure generally relate to
oil-based drilling fluids for use in high pressure and high
temperature drilling operations. More specifically, embodi-
ments of the present disclosure relate to oil-based drilling
fluids comprising an emulsifier.

BACKGROUND

Drilling operations to drill a new wellbore for hydrocar-
bon extraction, for example, include the common practice of
continuously circulating a drilling fluid (alternatively known
as a drilling mud) through the wellbore during the drilling
operation. The drilling fluid 1s pumped 1nto the drll pipe to
the bottom of the borehole where the drilling fluid then flows
upwardly through the annular space between the wellbore
wall and the drill pipe, and finally flows from the wellbore
where 1t 1s recovered for secondary processing. Specifically,
the drilling flmd 1s mechanically or chemically treated to
remove captured solids and drill cuttings from the drilling
fluid and before recirculation back through the wellbore.

Given the circulating nature of dnlling fluid and 1its
functionality 1n capturing solids and cuttings during drilling
operations, drilling fluids must be free-tflowing with a rela-
tively low viscosity in order to facilitate pumping while
having suflicient substance to retain and transport the cut-
tings and other solids and to suspend the weighting material
so as to maintain a drilling fluid column of umiform density
in the wellbore during static and circulating conditions. The
drilling fluid must also have a gel strength suflicient to
suspend the solids and cuttings 11 circulation of the drlling
fluid 1s stopped to prevent accumulation of solids at the
bottom of the wellbore. Solids accumulating at the bottom of
the wellbore would potentially result in jamming of the drill
as well as physical blockage of the drilling fluid’s flow path.

Drilling 1n deep wells 1s complicated by geological con-
ditions that involve high pressures and high temperatures
(HPHT). As wellbores are increased in depth, the pressure
and temperature at the base of the wellbore 1s elevated. The
industry-defined definition of HPHT conditions typically
include a wellbore temperature greater than 300° F. (149°
C.) and a wellbore pressure greater than 10,000 psi (68.9
MPa). Elevated temperatures have a detrimental effect upon
drilling fluids with breakdown of components unable to
sustain the elevated temperatures. At elevated temperatures
some drilling fluids may begin to solidily or experience
viscosity increases that may impede circulation.

SUMMARY

Known dnlling fluids typically contain emulsifiers,
among other constituent components, that are not suitable
tor HPHT drilling because they decompose under HPHT
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conditions. Thus, there are ongoing needs for drilling fluds
and included emulsifiers for drilling fluids that are thermally
stable under HPH'T conditions and while providing suitable
rheological properties.

Embodiments of the present disclosure are directed to
emulsifiers for oil-based drilling fluids, associated drilling
fluid compositions comprising the emulsifier, and methods
for making the oil-based drilling fluid.

According to one or more embodiments, an oil-based
drilling flmd includes an o1l phase which includes a base o1l,
an aqueous phase which includes water, at least one emul-
sifier, and one or more additives chosen from a wetting
agent, a rheology modifier, a flmd-loss control additive, and
a weighting additive. The at least one emulsifier comprises
an amino amide comprising the formula R—CO—NH—
R'—NH—R"—NH,, where R 1s a fatty acid alkyl and R' and
R" are alkyl groups.

According to another aspect, a method for making an
oil-based drilling fluid includes mixing a base oil, at least
one emulsifier, and optionally at least one wetting agent to
form a first mixture. The emulsifier includes an amino amide
having the formula R—CO—NH-—R—NH—R"—NH,,
where R 1s a fatty acid alkyl and R' and R" are alkyl groups.
Additionally, the method 1includes optionally, mixing at least
one rheology modifier, and alkalinity adjuster into the first
mixture to form a second mixture, optionally, mixing at least
one fluid-loss control additive into the second mixture to
form a third mixture, mixing a brine solution into the first
mixture or the third mixture to form a fourth mixture, and
mixing a weighting additive into the fourth mixture to form
the oil-based drilling fluid composition.

According to a further aspect, a method for drilling 1n a
subterranean well includes providing an oil-based drilling
fluid composition according to any one of the other aspects
and operating a drill in a wellbore 1n the presence of the
oil-based drilling fluid composition.

Additional features and advantages of the described
embodiments will be set forth 1n the detailed description
which follows, and 1 part will be readily apparent to those
skilled 1n the art from that description or recognized by
practicing the described embodiments, including the
detailed description which follows and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES

The following detailed description of the illustrative
embodiments can be understood when read 1n conjunction
with the following drawings.

FIG. 1 provides a graph of the viscosities of various tested
drilling fluids as a function of shear rate at both 0° C. and 50°
C.

FIG. 2 provides a graph of the storage modulus (G') and
the loss modulus (G") of various tested drilling fluids as a
function of percent strain at 50° C.

FIG. 3 provides a graph of the phase angle of various
tested drilling flmids as a function of percent strain at 50° C.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present disclosure are directed to
emulsifiers for oil-based drilling fluids and additionally
oil-based drilling fluid compositions incorporating the dis-
closed emulsifiers. The oil-based drilling fluid 1s a combi-
nation of an o1l phase, an aqueous phase, and at least one
emulsifier. The emulsifier may comprise an amino amide
comprising the formula R—CO—NH—R'—NH—R"—
NH,, where R 1s a fatty acid alkyl and R' and R" are alkyl
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groups. For convenience, the emulsifier comprising an
amino amide having the formula R—CO—NH—R'—NH—

R"—NH,, where R 1s a fatty acid alkyl and R' and R" are
alkyl groups, 1s alternatively also referred to as the Formula
1 emulsifier throughout this disclosure.

To drill a subterranean well, a drill string, including a dnll
bit and drill collars to weight the drill bit, 1s 1nserted into a
predrilled hole and rotated to cause the drill bit to cut into the
rock at the end of the hole. The drilling operation produces
rock fragments. To remove the rock fragments from the end
of the wellbore, a drilling fluid, such as the o1l-based drilling
fluid composition, 1s pumped downhole through the drill
string to the drll bit. The dnlling fluid cools the drill bit,
provides lubrication, and lifts the rock fragments known as
cuttings away from the drill bit. The drilling fluid carries the
cuttings uphole as the drilling fluid 1s recirculated back to the
surface. At the surface, the cuttings are removed from the
drilling fluid through a secondary operation, and the drillin
fluid 1s recirculated back downhole through the drll string to
the end of the wellbore for collection of further cuttings. It
will be appreciated by one skilled in the art that multiple
terms familiar to those skilled 1n the art may be used to
describe the same thing. For example, a subterrancan well
may alternatively be called a wellbore or borehole and usage
of one term 1s meant to encompass each of the related terms
as well.

Drilling fluids include drilling muds, packer fluids, sus-
pension fluds and completion fluids. Generically, drilling
fluids serve a number of functions with different types
specializing 1n a particular function or functions. In one or
more embodiments, the o1l-based drlling fluid composition
suspends the cuttings and weighting material and transports
the cutting to the wellbore surface with the oi1l-based drilling
fluid composition. Additionally, the oil-based drlling fluid
composition may absorb gases in the wellbore, such as
carbon dioxide (CO,), hydrogen sulfide (H,S), and methane
(CH,), and transport them to the wellbore surface for
release, sequestration, or burn-off. The oil-based drilling
fluid composition additionally provides buoyancy to the drill
string relieving the tension on the drill string as the length of
the wellbore increases. In one or more embodiments, the
oil-based drilling fluid composition also provides a cooling
and lubrication tunctionality for cooling and lubrication of
the bit and drill string utilized 1n boring operations. In other
embodiments, the oil-based drilling fluid composition also
controls subsurface pressures. Specifically, the oil-based
drilling fluid composition provides hydrostatic pressure 1n
the wellbore to provide support to the sidewalls of the
wellbore and prevent the sidewalls from collapsing and
caving 1n on the dnll string. Additionally, the oil-based
drilling fluid composition provides hydrostatic pressure 1n
the bore to prevent fluids in the downhole formations from
flowing into the wellbore during drilling operations.

Under certain extreme downhole conditions, such as
excessive temperature or dithcult formations, some of the
properties of the drilling fluid may be altered. For example,
interaction of a dnlling fluid with a formation having
swelling clay, dispersible clay, or both, or subjecting the
drilling flmid to extreme downhole temperatures may cause
the drilling fluid to thicken or thin resulting 1n an excessive
increase or decrease in viscosity, or any combination of
these. For example, a drilling fluid utilized in high pressure
and high temperature (HPHT) operations may experience a
wellbore temperature greater than 300° F. (149° C.) and a
wellbore pressure greater than 10,000 ps1 (68.9 MPa) which
1s the industry-defined definition of HPHT conditions.
Under HPHT conditions, drilling fluids may decompose or
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experience undesirable changes in rheology. Additionally,
gas influx into the wellbore may thin or chemically desta-
bilize the drilling fluid. Evaporite formations may also
destabilize the drilling fluid.

Embodiments of the oil-based drilling fluid composition
are formulated to provide improved rheology. Specifically,
the oil-based drlling fluid composition 1s formulated to
comprise a greater viscosity at low shear rates than com-
mercially available HPHT oil-based drilling fluids and a

lesser viscosity at high shear rates than commercially avail-
able HPHT o1l-based drilling fluids. As used in this disclo-

sure, a low shear rate 1s defined as less than 10 i1nverse
seconds (s™') and a high shear rate is defined as greater than
100 s=*. The greater viscosity at low shear rates enables the
oil-based drilling fluid composition to effectively hold cut-
tings when drilling operations are halted and retain the
weighting material 1n suspension. Conversely, the lesser
viscosity at high shear rates necessitates less power for
circulation of the o1l-based drilling fluid composition during
drilling operations.

The oil-based drilling fluid includes at least one emulsi-
fier. The emulsifier assists 1n the formation of an emulsion of
the aqueous phase of the o1l-based drilling fluid composition
within the o1l phase of the oil-based drnlling fluid composi-
tion. The inclusion of the emulsifier 1n the oil-based drilling
fluid compositions helps prevent separation of the o1l phase
and the aqueous phase and ensures that entrained solids
remain dispersed in the o1l phase. Emulsifiers also aflect the
performance of additives designed to viscosily the drilling
fluid, such as organophilic clays.

In one or more embodiments, the emulsifier comprises an
amino amide comprising the formula R—CO—NH—R'—
NH—R"—NH, (Formula 1 emulsifier) and has a chemical
structure as retlected infra.

O
U
R N./' \N..-""
H H

In one or more embodiments, the amount of the Formula
1 emulsifier 1in the dnlling fluid composition may be from
0.05 weight percentage (wt. %) to 5 wt. %, from 0.1 wt. %
to 2 wt. %, from 0.1 wt. % to 1.5 wt. %, from 0.1 wt. % to
1 wt. %, from 0.5 wt. % to 2.5 wt. %, from 0.5 wt. % to 2
wt. %, from 0.5 wt. % to 1.5 wt. %, from 0.5 wt. % to 1 wt.
%, trom 0.735 wt. % to 2.5 wt. %, from 0.75 wt. % to 2 wt.
%, trom 0.735 wt. % to 1.5 wt. %, from 0.75 wt. % to 1 wt.
%, from 0.8 wt. % to 1.1 wt. %, from 0.8 wt. % to 1 wt. %,
or from 0.9 wt. % to 1.1 wt. %, based on the total weight of
the drilling fluid composition. The oil-based drilling fluid
may 1include additional emulsifiers. Additional example
emulsifiers include an invert emulsifier and o1l-wetting agent
for synthetic based drilling fluid systems such as LE
SUPERMUL™ commercially available from Halliburton
Energy Services, Inc. and MUL XT commercially available
from M-I SWACO. LE SUPERMUL™ ;5 a carboxylic acid
terminated polyamide.

In one or more embodiments, the total amount of the
emulsifier 1 the dnlling fluid composition including both
the Formula 1 emulsifier and additional emulsifiers may be
from 0.05 wt. % to 5 wt. %, from 0.1 wt. % to 2.5 wt. %,
from 0.1 wt. % to 1.5 wt. %, from 0.1 wt. % to 1 wt. %, from
0.5 wt. % to 2.5 wt. %, from 0.5 wt. % to 2 wt. %, from 0.5
wt. % to 1.5 wt. %, from 0.5 wt. % to 1 wt. %, from 0.75
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% 1o 2.5 wt. %, from 0.75 wt. % to 2 wt. %, from 0.75
% to 1.5 wt. %, from 0.75 wt. % to 1 wt. %, from 0.8
wt. % to 1.1 wt. %, from 0.8 wt. % to 1 wt. %, or from 0.9
wt. % to 1.1 wt. %, based on the total weight of the drilling
fluid composition.

In one or more embodiments, the R group in the amino
amide comprising the formula R—CO—NH—R'—NH—
R"—NH, comprises a fatty acid alkyl. In various embodi-
ments, the R group may be C,.H,,, C,;H,;, C, H,, or
C.H,,CHCHC-H, ,.

In one or more embodiments, the R' group 1n the amino
amide comprlsmg the formula R—CO—NH—R'—NH
R"—NH, comprises an alkyl group. The term “alkyl,”
means a saturated straight or branched chain, substituted or
unsubstituted hydrocarbon radical having from 1 to 500
carbon atoms. The term “(C,-C,,)alkyl” means a alkyl
having 1 to 20 carbon atoms that 1s unsubstituted or substi-
tuted by one ore more R’. In one or more embodiments, the
R' group 1s an unsubstituted alkyl. Examples of unsubsti-
tuted (C,-C,)alkyl are unsubstituted (C,-C,)alkyl; unsub-
stituted (C,-C, ,)alkyl; unsubstituted (C,-C;)alkyl; methyl;
cthyl; 1-propyl; 2-propyl; 1-butyl; 2-butyl; 2-methylpropyl;
1,1-dimethylethyl; 1-pentyl; 1-hexyl; 1-heptyl; 1-nonyl; and
1-decyl. In one or more embodiments, the R' group 1s a
substituted alkyl. Examples of substituted (C,-C,)alkyl are
substituted (C,-C,,) alkyl, substituted (C,-C,,)alkyl, and
tritluoromethyl. In various embodiments, the R' group com-
prises 2 to 12 carbon atoms, 2 to 6 carbon atoms, or 2 carbon
atoms. In one or more embodiments, the R' group may be
C,H,, C.H,, or C,,;H,,.

In one or more embodiments, the R" group in the amino
amide Comprlsmg the formula R—CO—NH—R'—NH—
R"—NH, comprises an alkyl group. In one or more embodi-
ments, the R" group 1s an unsubstituted alkyl. Examples of
unsubstituted (C, -C,,)alkyl are unsubstituted (C,-C,, Jalkyl;
unsubstituted (C,-C, )alkyl; unsubstituted (C,-C;)alkyl;
methyl; ethyl; 1-propyl; 2-propyl; 1-butyl; 2-butyl; 2-meth-
ylpropyl; 1,1-dimethylethyl; 1-pentyl; 1-hexyl; 1-heptyl;
1-nonyl; and 1-decyl. In one or more embodiments, the R
group 1s a substituted alkyl. Examples of substituted (C, -
C,q)alkyl are substituted (C,-C,,) alkyl, substituted (C,-
C,)alkyl; and trifluoromethyl. In various embodiments, the
R' group comprises 2 to 12 carbon atoms, 2 to 6 carbon
atoms, or 2 carbon atoms. In one or more embodiments, the
R' group may be C.H,, C.H,, or C,H,,.

In one or more embodiments, the emulsifier comprises an

amino amide comprising the formula R—CO—NH—R'—
NH—R"—NH, where R 1s C,-H;., R' 1s C,H,, and R" 1s
C,H,.
In one or more embodiments, the emulsifier may have a
hydrophilic-lipophilic balance (HLB) of 3 to 5. The HLB
may be measured according to a standard technique, such as
Griflin’s method which states HLB=20xM,/M where M, 1s
the molecular mass of the hydrophilic portion of the mol-
ecule and M 1s the molecular mass of the whole molecule.
The resulting HLLB value gives a result on a scale of from O
to 20 m which a value of 0 corresponds to a completely
hydrophobic/lipophilic molecule and a value of 20 corre-
sponds to a completely hydrophilic/lipophobic molecule.
Generally, a molecule having an HLB of less than 10 1s
lipid-soluble (and thus water-insoluble) and a molecule
having an HLB of greater than 10 1s water-soluble (and thus
lipid-insoluble).

In one or more embodiments, the o1l phase includes a base
o1l. The o1l phase of the oil-based drilling fluids may include
a synthetic o1l or natural petroleum product as the base o1l.
The natural petroleum-derived product may include oils
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such as a diesel o1l or a mineral oi1l. The synthetic o1l may
comprise an ester or olefin. Further, the synthetic o1l or
natural petroleum product may be composed of hydrocar-
bons such as n-paraflins, 1so-paratlins, cyclic alkanes,
branched alkanes, or mixtures thereof. Example base oils
include DF-1 and EDC 99-DW available from Total S.A.
(Paris, France) and Escaid™ 110 available from ExxonMo-
b1l Chemical Company (Spring, Tex., USA). In various
embodiments, the oil-based drilling fluid composition may
have from 10 wt. % to 40 wt. %, from 10 wt. % to 25 wt.
%, from 10 wt. % to 18 wt. %, from 12 wt. % to 30 wt. %,
from 12 wt. % to 25 wt. %, from 12 wt. % to 20 wt. %, from
12 wt. % to 18 wt. %, from 15 wt. % to 20 wt. %, from 15
wi. % to 19 wt. %, from 15 wt. % to 18 wt. %, or from 15
wt. % to 17 wt. % base o1l based on the total weight of the
oil-based drilling fluid composition.

The aqueous phase of the oil-based drilling fluid may
include water and a salt source. In one or more embodi-
ments, the water includes one or more of deionized, tap,
distilled or fresh waters; natural, brackish and saturated salt
waters; natural, salt dome, hydrocarbon formation produced
or synthetic brines; filtered or untreated seawaters; mineral
waters; and other potable and non-potable waters containing
one or more dissolved salts, minerals or organic materials. In
some embodiments, the aqueous phase may comprise a salt
brine made up of water and a salt chosen from one or more
of calcium chlornide, calcium bromide, sodium chloride,
sodium bromide, and combinations thereof, for example.
The oil-based drilling fluid may contain from about 2 wt. %
to about 10 wt. % aqueous phase, based on the total weight
of the oil-based drilling fluid. In various embodiments, the
oil-based drilling fluid composition may have from 2 wt. %
to 8 wt. %, from 2 wt. % to 6 wt. %, from 2 wt. % to S5 wt.
%, from 3 wt. % to 10 wt. %, from 3 wt. % to 8 wt. %, from
3 wt. % to 6 wt. %, from 4 wt. % to 10 wt. %, from 4 wt.
% to 8 wt. %, from 4 wt. % to 6 wt. %, or from 4 wt. % to
S5 wt. % aqueous phase, based on the total weight of the
oil-based drilling fluid composition. In some embodiments,

the oil-based drilling fluid may have an o1l-to-water ratio by
volume of from 50:50 to 95:5, from 75:20 to 95:5, {from

85:15 to 95:5, or from 90:10 to 93:5, for example. The
o1l-to-water ratio of the oil-based drilling fluid composition
1s the volumetric ratio calculated as Oil:water=base o1l+
surfactant(s)+emulsifier(s)+wetting agent(s): water. The
water component includes the aqueous part of all brines
added plus any water present in other additives.

The o1l-based drilling fluid composition also includes one
or more additives. Example additives include a wetting
agent, a rheology modifier, a flmd-loss control additive, and
a weighting additive. The oil-based drilling fluid composi-
tion may also optionally include alkalinity adjusters, elec-
trolytes, glycols, glycerols, dispersion aids, corrosion inhibi-
tors, defoamers, and other additives or combinations of
additives.

In embodiments, the oil-based drilling fluid composition
may include a weighting additive to increase the density of
the o1l-based drilling fluid. Weighting additives may be used
to control formation pressures and to help combat the efiects
of sloughing or heaving shales that may be encountered 1n
stressed areas. Any substance that 1s denser than water and
that does not adversely aflect other properties of the drilling
fluid can be used as a weighting material. In some embodi-
ments, the weighting material may be a particulate solid
having a specific gravity (SG) suflicient to increase the
density of the drilling fluid composition by a certain amount
without adding excessive weighting material such that the
drilling fluid composition cannot be circulated through the
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wellbore. Examples of weight adjusting or density adjusting,
agents 1nclude barite (BaSO,), galena (PbS), hematite
(Fe,O;), magnetite (Fe 0, ), manufactured 1ron oxide, 1lme-
nite (FeO.T110,), siderite (FeCO,), celesite (SrSO,), dolo-
mite (CaCO,.MgCQ,), and calcite (CaCQO,).

The oil-based drilling fluid composition may include an
amount of weighting additive suflicient to increase the
density of the drilling tluid composition to allow the drilling
fluid composition to support the wellbore and prevent fluids
in downhole formations from tflowing into the wellbore. In
embodiments, the oil-based drilling fluid composition may
include from 1 wt. % to 80 wt. % weighting additive based
on the total weight of the oil-based drilling fluud composi-
tion. In some embodiments, the oil-based drilling fluid
composition may include from 1 wt. % to 75 wt. %, from 20
wit. % to 80 wt. %, from 20 wt. % to 75 wt. %, from 50 wt.
% to 80 wt. %, from 50 wt. % to 75 wt. %, from 60 wt. %
to 80 wt. %, from 60 wt. % to 75 wt. %, from 65 wt. % to
80 wt. %, or from 70 wt. % to 80 wt. % weighting additive
based on the total weight of the oil-based drilling fluid
composition. In some embodiments, the oil-based drilling
fluid composition may include from 64 wt. % to 85.3 wt. %
welghting additive based on the total weight of the oil-based
drilling fluid composition.

In embodiments, the oil-based drilling fluid composition
may include a rheology modifier, for example a viscosifier
to 1mpart non-Newtonian fluid rheology to the oil-based
drilling flmd composition to facilitate lifting and conveying
rock cuttings to the surface of the wellbore and to suspend
the weighting material. Examples of wviscosifiers may
include, but are not limited to, organophilic clay, sepiolite,
polyimide, dimeric or trimeric fatty acids, or combinations
of these viscosifiers. In some embodiments, the oil-based
drilling fluid composition may optionally include an organo-
philic hectorite clay, for example, VERSAGEL HT com-
mercially available from MI-SWACO, Houston, Tex. In
some embodiments, the oil-based drilling fluid composition
may optionally include an additional or different organo-
philic clay, for example Bentone® 42 commercially avail-
able from Flementis Specialties Inc, Highstown, N.J. An
example oil-based drilling fluid composition may optionally
include from 0.1 wt. % to 2 wt. % of a rheology modifier
based on the total weight of the oil-based drilling fluid
composition. In some embodiments, the oil-based drilling
fluid composition may optionally include from 0.25 wt. % to
0.5 wt. % of each of VERSAGEL HT and Bentone 42 based
on the total weight of the oil-based drilling fluid composi-
tion. The o1l-based drilling fluid composition may optionally
include other suitable viscosifiers without deviating from the
scope of the present subject matter.

The oil-based drilling fluid composition may optionally
include at least one alkalinity adjuster. In embodiments, the
oil-based drilling fluid composition may optionally 1nclude
at least one alkaline compound to adjust the alkalinity of the
oil-based drilling fluid composition. Examples of alkaline
compounds may include, but are not limited to, lime (cal-
cium hydroxide or calcium oxide), soda ash (sodium car-
bonate), sodium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide, other
strong bases, or combinations of these alkaline compounds.
It 1s noted that conjugate bases to acids with a pK _ of more
than about 13 are considered strong bases. The alkaline
compounds may react with gases, such as CO, or H,S for
example, encountered by the drilling fluid composition
during drilling operations to prevent the gases from hydro-
lyzing components of the oil-based drilling fluid composi-
tion. Some example oil-based drilling flmud compositions
may optionally include from 0.1 wt. % to 2 wt. %, 0.4 wt.
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% to 1.8 wt. %, or 0.6 wt. % to 1.5 wt. % lime. In
embodiments, the oil-based drilling tluid composition may
have an alkalinity of 0 to 15 grams per liter (g/L) excess line.

In one or more embodiments, surfactants such as wetting,
agents may be added to enhance the stability of suspensions
or emulsions in the oil-based drilling fluid composition.
Suitable wetting agents may include fatty acids, organic
phosphate esters, modified i1midazolines, amidoamines,
alkyl aromatic sulfates, and sulfonates. For example,
SUREWET®, which 1s commercially available from M-I
SWACO, Houston, Tex., 1s an o1l based wetting agent and
secondary emulsifier that may be used to wet fines and drill
solids to prevent water-wetting of solids. Moreover,
SUREWET® may immprove thermal stability, rheological
stability, filtration control, emulsion stability of wellbore
fluids. VERSAWET®, which 1s commercially available
from M-I LLC, Houston, Tex., 1s a further wetting agent and
1s especially eflective 1n diflicult to wet hematite systems.
An example oil-based drilling fluid composition may
optionally include from 0.1 wt. % to 2 wt. % of a wetting
agent based on the total weight of the o1l-based drilling fluid
composition. In some embodiments, the oil-based drilling
fluid composition may optionally include from 0.25 wt. % to
0.75 wt. % of each of SUREWET® based on the total
weight of the oil-based drilling fluild composition. The
oil-based drilling fluid composition may optionally include
other suitable wetting agents without deviating from the
scope of the present subject matter.

In one or more embodiments, fluid-loss control agents
may be added to the oi1l-based drilling fluid composition to
reduce the amount of filtrate lost from the oil-based drilling
fluid composition 1nto a subsurface formation. Examples of
fluid-loss control agents include organophilic (for example,
amine-treated) lignite, bentonite, manufactured polymers,
and thinners or detlocculants. When fluid-loss control agents
are used, they may comprise from about 0.5 wt. % to about
3.0 wt. % of the oil-based drnlling fluid composition, based
on the total weight of the drilling fluid. In various embodi-
ments, fluid-loss control agents may comprise from about
0.5 wt. % to about 1.5 wt. %, 0.5 wt. % to about 1.25 wt. %,
0.75 wt. % to about 2 wt. %, 0.75 wt. % to about 1.5 wt. %,
0.75 wt. % to about 1.25 wt. %, 1 wt. % to about 2 wt. %,
1 wt. % to about 1.5 wt. %, or 1 wt. % to about 1.25 wt. %
of the o1l-based drilling fluid composition, based on the total
weight of the drilling fluid. Example flmd-loss control
agents include VERSATROL™ VERSALIG™,
ECOTROL™ RD, ONETROL™ HT, EMI 789, and
NOVATECH™ F,| all commercially available from MI
SWACO, Houston, Tex., and ADAPTA® which 1s commer-
cially available from Halliburton Energy Services, Inc. In

some embodiments, the oil-based drilling fluid composition
may optionally include both ONETROL™ HT and

ECOTROL™ RD in about a 10:1 weight ratio respectively.

Optional suspending agents may be added to the oil-based
drilling fluid composition to adjust the viscosity of the
oil-based drilling flmmd composition at a low shear rate
suilicient to suspend all of the dnlling fluid components, by
which the settling of components of the oil-based drilling
fluid composition may be avoided. Examples of suspending
agents include fatty acids and fibrous materials. When
suspending agents are used, they may compose from about
0.0 wt. % to about 1.0 wt. % or 0.01 to 0.5 wt. % of the
oil-based dnlling fluid composition, based on the total
weight of the dnlling tluid.

To maintain suspension of solids and cuttings 1n the
oil-based drilling fluid composition during low speed drill-
ing or between drilling operations, viscosity greater than a
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threshold at lesser shear rates 1s advantageous. In one or
more embodiments, the oil-based drilling fluid has a viscos-
ity greater 400 cP at a shear rate of 10.22 seconds™ (s7')
measured at 50° C. In various embodiments, the oil-based
drilling fluid has a viscosity greater than 410 cP, greater than
420 cP, greater than 430 cP, or greater than 440 cP at a shear
rate of 10.22 s~ measured at 50° C. and atmospheric
pressure. Conversely, 1t 1s advantageous to also limit the
viscosity of the oil-based drilling tluid composition at lesser
shear rates to avoid excess energy or force required to
initiate or maintain drilling flmd circulation. In various

embodiments, the oil-based drilling fluid has a viscosity less
than 1500 cP, less than 1000 cP, less than 800 cP, or less than
600 cP at a shear rate of 10.22 s™' measured at 50° C.

Once drilling operations have commenced and the oil-
based drnilling fluid composition 1s circulating, the circula-
tion of the oil-based drilling fluild composition assists in
maintaining suspension of solids and cuttings in the oil-
based drilling fluid composition. To avoid excess energy
requirements for oil-based drilling fluid composition circu-
lation and to avoid applying excess pressure to the forma-
tions exposed 1n the borehole via the effect of the equivalent
circulating density, 1t 1s advantageous for the viscosity of the
oil-based drilling fluid composition to be less than a thresh-
old at greater shear rates. In one or more embodiments, the
oil-based drilling fluid has a viscosity less than 125 cP at a
shear rate of 170 s~ measured at 50° C. and atmospheric
pressure. In various embodiments, the oil-based drilling
fluid has a viscosity less than 122 cP, less than 120 cP, less
than 118 cP, or less than 115 cP at a shear rate of 170 s™*
measured at 50° C.

Having previously described the oil-based drnlling fluid
compositions according to various embodiments, illustrative
methods for preparing the oil-based drilling fluid composi-
tions will now be described. The methods for preparing the
oil-based drilling fluids may include mixing a base oil, at
least one emulsifier, and at least one wetting agent to form
a first mixture, in which the at least one emulsifier comprises
an amino amide comprising the formula R—CO—NH—
R'—NH-—R"—NH,, where R 1s a fatty acid alkyl and R' and
R" are alkyl groups. The imngredients of the first mixture may
be added to provide amounts previously described with
regard to embodiments of the oil-based drnlling fluid com-
positions. The methods for preparing the oil-based drilling
fluid compositions may optionally include mixing at least
one rheology modifier and alkalinity adjuster ito the first
mixture to form a second mixture. Again, the ingredients of
the second mixture may be added to provide amounts
previously described with regard to embodiments of the
oil-based drilling flmd compositions. The methods for pre-
paring the oil-based drilling fluid compositions may option-
ally include mixing at least one fluid-loss control additive
into the second mixture to form a third mixture. Again, the
ingredients of the third mixture may be added to provide
amounts previously described with regard to embodiments
ol the o1l-based drilling fluid compositions. The methods for
preparing the oil-based drilling fluid compositions may
turther include mixing a brine solution into the first mixture
or third mixture to form a fourth mixture. The ingredients of
the fourth mixture may be added to provide amounts pre-
viously described with regard to embodiments of the oil-
based drilling fluid compositions. The methods for preparing,
the o1l-based drilling fluid compositions may further include
mixing a weighting additive into the fourth mixture to form
the oil-base drilling fluid composition. The ingredients of the
o1l-based drilling fluid composition may be added to provide
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amounts previously described with regard to embodiments
of the oil-based drilling fluid compositions.

The oil-based drilling fluid compositions previously
described, may be well-suited for use 1n drilling operations
on subterranean formations, particularly for drilling opera-
tions performed under HPHT conditions of a wellbore
pressure greater than 10,000 ps1 and a wellbore temperature
greater than 300° F. (149° C.). Accordingly, embodiments of
methods for drilling in a subterranean well under high-
pressure high-temperature conditions may include providing
an oil-based drilling fluid composition according to any
embodiment described in this specification. The method for
drilling 1n a subterrancan well under high-pressure high-
temperature conditions comprises operating a drill 1n a
wellbore 1in the presence of the oil-based drilling fluid
composition.

EXAMPLES

The following examples 1llustrate one or more additional
teatures of the present disclosure. It should be understood
that these examples are not intended to limit the scope of the
disclosure or the appended claims 1n any manner.

Experimental Procedures

The general procedure for preparation of the amino amide
emulsifier comprising the formula R—CO—NH—R'—
NH—R"—NH, (Formula 1 emulsifier) in accordance with
this disclosure 111c1udes adding 0.28 grams (g) of 1 millimole
(mmol) fatty acid (stearic acid), 3.09 milligrams (mg) of
0.05 mmol boric acid, and 3 malliliters (ml) of toluene to a
flask equipped with Dean-Stark trap topped with a reflux
condenser. Subsequently, 0.12 g of 1.1 mmol amino amine
(diethylenetriamine) was added to the reaction mixture
under stirring. The reaction mixture was heated at reflux
overnight (approximately 14 to 16 hours). The mixture was
allowed to cool to room temperature and then was poured
with stirring into hexane leading to the immediate precipi-
tation of a solid which was filtered ofl and washed with
hexane to aflord the desired amino amide emulsifier com-
prising the formula R—CO—NH—R'—NH—R"—NH, 1n
accordance with embodiments of this disclosure.

To compare the physical and rheological properties of a
drilling fluid containing the Formula 1 emulsifier with those
of a drilling fluid containing an industry standard emulsifier,
two dnlling fluids were prepared. The two drilling fluids
were based on the M-I SWACO RHADIANT™ gsystem that
includes a blend of proprietary emulsifiers, wetting agents,
and flmd-loss control agents specially tailored for oil-based
fluid formulations. Specifically, a comparative drilling tluid,
Comparative Example 1, was prepared using SUREMUL®,
as an emulsifier. A second drilling fluid, Example 2, was
prepared by replacing SUREMUL® with the Formula 1
emulsifier. It 1s noted that the Formula 1 emulsifier was
reduced by 25% from the quantity of SUREMUL® in the
replacement because SUREMUL® 1s 75% emulsifier dis-
solved 1n the base o1l and the Formula 1 emulsifier was pure
emulsifier.

The Comparative Example 1 and Example 2 dnlling
fluids were formulated using the following ingredients:

Saraline 185V, a synthetic o1l drilling base flmid, available
from Shell; SUREMUL®, an amidoamine surfactant, avail-

able from M-I SWACO, LLC (Houston, Tex., USA);
SUREWET®, a wetting agent, available from M-I SWACQO,
LLC (Houston, Tex., USA); MUL X'T, an emulsifier for use

in non-aqueous fluid systems, available from M-I SWACO,
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LLC (Houston, Tex., USA); VERSAGEL HT, a hectorite
clay viscosifier for aiding 1n filtration control, available from
M-I SWACO, LLC (Houston, Tex., USA); ONE-TROL™
HT, an amine-treated tannin filtration control additive
designed for use in o1l and synthetic-base drnlling fluid
systems, available from M-I SWACO, LLC (Houston, Tex.,
USA); ECOTROL RD, a filtration control additive designed

for use 1 o1l and synthetic-base drilling fluid systems,
available from M-I SWACO, LLC (Houston, Tex., USA);

and barite (BaSO,) weighting agent, available from M-I
SWACO, LLC (Houston, Tex., USA).

The Comparative Example 1 and Example 2 drilling
fluids were prepared in 30.88 g and 25.98 g quantities
respectively using a magnetic stir bar. The formulations for
the Comparative Example 1 and Example 2 drilling fluids
are provided in Table 1. To prepare the drilling fluids, the
base o1l, emulsifiers, and wetting agents were mixed
together first for 10 minutes during stage 1. Specifically,
SUREMUL® was added to Comparative Example 1 as an
emulsifier and the Formula 1 emulsifier was added to
Example 2 as an emulsifier. Then the viscosity modifiers and
rheology modifiers were added and mixed for another 20
minutes during stage 2. Next, in stage 3 the fluid-loss control
additives were added and mixed for 20 minutes, followed by
brine and fresh water in stage 4 and barite 1n stage 5, which
were mixed for 30 minutes and 40 minutes, respectively. The
quantity of base o1l used and barite as a wt. % were slightly
different for Comparative Example 1 and Example 2 to
provide a specific gravity of 2.20 and an oil/water ratio of
90.0, for both Comparative Example 1 and Example 2.

TABLE 1

Formulation and Mixing Procedure for
HPHT Ou-Based Drilling Fluids

Comparative
Example 1 Example 2 Mixing Order
Ingredient Function (wt. %) (wt. %) and Time
Saraline 185V Base Oi1l 15.805 16.094 Stage 1
SUREMUL Emulsifier 1.296 0 (10 min)
Formula 1 Emulsifier 0 0.972
Emulsifier
SUREWET Wetting 0.518 0.519
Agent
MUL XT Emulsifier 0.518 0.519
VERSAGEL HT Rheology 0.356 0.357 Stage 2
Modifier (20 min)
Bentone 42 Rheology 0.356 0.357
Modifier
Lime Alkalinity 0.777 0.778
Modifier
ONE-TROL HT  Fluid Loss 1.036 1.038 Stage 3
Control (20 min)
Additive
ECOTROL RD  Fluid Loss 0.104 0.104
Control
Additive
CaCl, brine Internal 3.692 3.735 Stage 4
Phase (30 min)
Fresh water Internal 0.764 0.778
Phase
Barite Weighting 74.777 74750 Stage 5
Agent (40 min)
Total 99.999 100.001 120 min
Specific Gravity 2.20 2.20
Oi1l/Water Ratio (volumetric) 90.0 90.0

The Comparative Example 1 and Example 2 dnlling
fluids were lett statically after mixing for 17 hours and then
were mspected for sagging and fluid separation prior to
rheology measurements. Fluid separation and sagging were
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ispected visually. Specifically, imnspection of visual separa-
tion of solids and liquid was undertaken. Sagging was also
examined by 1serting a micro spatula into the mud to check
if the mud was of similar texture (subjectively hard or sofit)
throughout from top to bottom and if there was separation
and settlement of solids such that solids were no longer
homogenously distributed throughout the drilling fluad. IT
there was sagging, as evidenced by separation and settle-
ment of the solids, then the mud would appear soifter at the
top and become harder at the bottom of the vessel in which
the drilling flmd was statically left.

The viscosities of the drilling fluids were tested using a
stress and strain controlled rheometer (Discover Hybnd
Rheometer from TA Instrument, New Castle, Del.). The
geometry utilized in the rheometer was 25 mm rough
stainless steel parallel plates. This geometry was selected
due to the presence of barite 1n the sample. This geometry
with a roughened surface was selected to minimize slip
between the drilling fluid and plates due to the presence of
barite in the sample. The gap between the stainless steel
plates was set at 300 um. Viscosity measurements as a
function of shear rate were carried out from 0.004 to 2000
s~ at 0° C. and 50° C. at atmospheric pressure. When no
force was applied, the Comparative Example 1 and Example
2 drilling fluids gelled and were strong enough to hold drill
solids and weighting materials such as barite. Shear rate
experiments provide usetul viscosity information of the fluid
and whether the flmd has zero shears or 1s shear thinning.
The shear rate experiments also indicated shear rate at which
the drilling flmds deform.

Results from the viscosity testing, % Strain, Sagging, and
the fluid separation testing, are provided in Tables 2 and 3.

TABLE 2

HPHT Oil-Based Drnilling Fluids: Viscosities at 50° C.

Oil-Based Drilling Fluid  Viscosity at shear rate  Viscosity at shear rate

at 50° C. of 10.22 s7* of 170 s~
Comparative Example 1 358 128
Example 2 444 111

With reference to FIG. 1 and Table 2, both Comparative
Example 1 and Example 2 exhibited shear-thinning behavior
regardless of their formulation and temperature at testing.
However, at 50° C., Example 2 had greater viscosity at low
shear rates of 10.22 s™* than Comparative Example 1 at the
same temperature and shear rate, thus allowing the Example
2 drilling fluid to better hold solids while stationary than the
Comparative Example 1 drilling fluid. Conversely, at 50° C.
Example 2 had lesser viscosity at high shear rates of 170 s~
than Comparative Example 1 at the same temperature and
shear rate. The lesser viscosity of Example 2 translates to a
requirement for less energy to circulate the drilling fluid
during drilling operations than that which would be required
for Comparative Example 1. The viscosity of the Example 2
drilling fluid becomes less than the viscosity of the Com-
parative Example 1 drilling fluid at approximately 95 to 100
s~' and Example 2 and Comparative Example 1 have similar
viscosities around the shear rates of 80 s™'. The relative
viscosities ol Example 2 and Comparative Example 1 at 50°
C. mndicates Example 2 would be better to hold solids while
stationary as a result of the greater viscosities at low shear
rates while simultaneously exhibiting a need for less power
during drilling fluid circulation as a result of the lesser
viscosity at high shear rates when compared with Compara-
tive Example 1.
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Example 2 drilling fluid showed gel characteristics, such
that they would gel as soon as stress 1s removed. This
correlates to a drilling fluid which would gel as soon as
drilling 1s halted such that the drilling fluid would effectively
support cuttings.

TABLE 3

Oil-Based Drilling Fluids: % Strain and Separation

% Strain when

deformed
Oil-Based Drilling Flud at 50° C. Sagging Fluid Separation
Comparative Example 1 0.399 No Trace
Example 2 0.402 No Trace
Both Example 2 and Comparative Example 1 did not

show sagging and demonstrated only trace separation after
standing static for 17 hours after preparation. Both Example
2 and Comparative Example 1 deformed at approximately
the same strain at 50° C., as shown 1n Table and FIGS. 2-3,
therefore both would require similar power to initiate cir-
culation. Additionally, as shown i FIG. 2, Example 2
became more fluid (G">G') at lower strains than Compara-
tive Example 1, thereby requiring less power during circu-
lation. In FIG. 3, the phase angles of Example 2 and
Comparative Example 1 also confirmed that Example 2
becomes more fluidic at lower strains than Comparative
Example 1 at 50° C.

In FIGS. 2 and 3, the storage modulus (G'), loss modulus
(G") and phase angle measurements as a function of % strain
were monitored at a constant frequency of 1 radian per
second (rad s') and temperatures of 0° C. and 50° C. from
% strain of 0.01 to 10000 to i1dentily the linear viscoelastic
region. The test mnvolves applying small incremental oscil-
lating (clockwise then counter-clockwise 1n rotation)
stresses to the mud and monitoring its resulting strain (i.e.
deformation) response. These measurements could also be
used to identity the strength of the dispersion structure
(settling stability) and resilience. G', G" and phase angle
relate to the viscoelastic properties of the fluid. G' describes
the elastic properties of the drilling fluid while G" describes
the viscous properties of the drilling fluid. Therefore when
G' 1s greater than G" the drilling fluid behaves like a solid
material and when less than G" then as liquid. Gelled fluids
initially show linear viscoelastic region at low strains, but GG'
and G" decrease as % strain increases, G' eventually becom-
ing less than G" and resulting an an 1ncrease in phase angle.
Phase angle 1s G"/G' where the phase angle of a Newtonian
fluad such as water 1s 90°. It 1s noted that the stronger the gel,
the greater the strain required to break the gel, hence
requiring more power to start the circulation.

Example 2 and Comparative Example 1 were tested for
thermal stability. Thermal stability was tested using thermo-
gravimetric analysis (TGA). The TGA demonstrated
Example 2 retained thermal stability until 170° C. while
Comparative Example 1 demonstrated thermal stability until
only 100° C.

It should be understood that the various aspects of the
oil-based fluid composition, method of making the same,
and method for drilling a subterranean well utilizing the
same are described and such aspects may be utilized 1n
conjunction with various other aspects.

In a first aspect, the disclosure provides an oil-based
drilling fluid composition. The oil-based drilling tluid com-
position includes an o1l phase having a base o1l; an aqueous
phase; at least one emulsifier; and one or more additives
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chosen from a wetting agent, a rheology modifier, a tluid-
loss control additive, and a weighting additive. The at least

one emulsifier comprises an amino amide comprising the
formula R—CO—NH—R'—NH-—R"—NH,, where R 1s a

fatty acid alkyl and R' and R" are alkyl groups.

In a second aspect, the disclosure provides the drlling
fluid of the first aspect, 1n which the disclosure provides the
drilling flmid of the first aspect, 1n which R i1s selected from
CsHiy, € 7H;s, Gy Hys or Co—H, ,CHCHCSH .

In a third aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling fluid
of any of the first or second aspects, in which R' 1s selected
trom C,H,, C.H,, or C,,H,,.

In a fourth aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling fluid
of any of the first through third aspects, 1n which R" is
selected from C,H,, C.H,, or C,H,,.

In a fifth aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling fluid
of the first aspect, in which R 1s C,,H,., R"1s C,H,, and R’
1s C,H,.

In a sixth aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling tluid
of any of the first through fifth aspects, in which the
oil-based drilling fluid comprises from 10% by weight to
20% by weight base o1l, based on the total weight of the
oil-based drilling fluids.

In a seventh aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling
fluid of any of the first through sixth aspects, in which the
oil-based drilling fluid comprises from 0.05% by weight to
5.0% by weight emulsifier, based on the total weight of the
oil-based drilling tluids.

In an eighth aspect, the disclosure provides the drlling
fluid of any of the first through seventh aspects, in which the
oil-based dnlling fluid comprises from 0.1% by weight to
2.0% by weight wetting agent, based on the total weight of
the oil-based drilling fluids.

In a ninth aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling fluid
of any of the first through eighth aspects, in which the
oil-based dnlling fluid comprises from 0.1% by weight to
2.0% by weight rheology modifier, based on the total weight
of the oil-based drilling fluids.

In a tenth aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling tluid
of any of the first through ninth aspects, in which the
oil-based drilling fluid comprises from 0.5% by weight to
2.0% by weight fluid-loss control additive, based on the total
weight of the oil-based drilling fluids.

In an eleventh aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling
fluid of any of the first through tenth aspects, 1n which the
oil-based dnlling fluid comprises from 3.0% by weight to
5.0% by weight brine solution, based on the total weight of
the oil-based drilling tluids.

In a twellth aspect, the disclosure provides the drlling
fluid of any of the first through eleventh aspects, in which the
oil-based drilling fluid comprises from 64% by weight to
85.3% by weight weighting additive, based on the total
weight of the oil-based drilling fluids.

In a thirteenth aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling
fluid of any of the first through twellth aspects, 1n which the
oil-based drilling fluid comprises from 0.1% by weight to
2.5% by weight of the emulsifier, based on the total weight
of the oil-based drilling fluids.

In a fourteenth aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling
fluid of any of the first through thirteenth aspects, 1n which
the rheology modifier comprises one or more of an organo-
philic clay, a hectorite clay, a dimeric fatty acid, a trimeric
fatty acid, a polyamine, a sepiolite, and an attapulgite.

In a fifteenth aspect, the disclosure provides the drlling
fluid of any of the first through fourteenth aspects, 1n which
the weight additive comprises one or more of barite, calcite,
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aragonite, 1ron carbonate, zinc carbonate, manganese tetrox-
ide, zinc oxide, zirconium oxide, hematite, 1lmenite, and
lead carbonate.

In a sixteenth aspect, the disclosure provides the drilling
fluid of any of the first through fifteenth aspects, in which the
viscosity at a shear rate of 10.22 s™" measured at 50° C. is
greater than 400 cP.

In a seventeenth aspect, the disclosure provides the drill-
ing tluid of any of the first through sixteenth aspects, 1n
which the viscosity at a shear rate of 170 s™" measured at 50°
C. 1s less than 125 cP.

In an eighteenth aspect, the disclosure provides a method
for making an oil-based drilling fluid composition. The
method includes mixing a base oil, at least one emulsifier,
and optionally at least one wetting agent to form a first
mixture in which the at least one emulsifier includes an
amino amide having the formula R—CO—NH—R'—NH—
R"—NH,, where R 1s a fatty acid alkyl and R' and R" are

alkyl groups. The method turther includes optionally, mix-
ing at least one rheology modifier, and a alkalinity adjuster
into the first mixture to form a second mixture; optionally,
mixing at least one fluid-loss control additive 1nto the second
mixture to form a third mixture; mixing a brine solution into
the first mixture or the third mixture to form a fourth
mixture; and mixing a weighting additive into the fourth
mixture to form the oil-based drilling fluid composition:

In a nineteenth aspect, the disclosure provides the method
of the eighteenth aspect, in which R 1s selected from C, .H,,,
C,-H;, C,;H,; or CH,,CHCHC-H,,.

In a twentieth aspect, the disclosure provides the method
of any of the eighteenth or nineteenth aspects, in which R’
1s selected from C,H,, C.H,, or C,,H,;.

In a twenty-first aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through twentieth aspects,
in which R" 1s selected from C,H,, C;H,, or C,,H,;.

In a twenty-second aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through twenty-first aspects,
in which R 1s C,-H,., R"1s C,;H,, and R' 1s C,H,.

In a twenty-third aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through twenty-second

aspects, 1n which the oil-based drilling fluid composition
comprises from 10% by weight to 20% by weight base oil,
based on the total weight of the oil-based drilling fluid
composition.

In a twenty-fourth aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through twenty-third
aspects, 1 which the oil-based drnlling fluid composition
comprises from 0.05% by weight to 5.0% by weight emul-
sifier, based on the total weight of the oil-based drilling fluid
composition.

In a twenty-fifth aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through twenty-fourth
aspects, 1n which the oil-based drilling fluid composition
comprises from 0.1% by weight to 2.0% by weight wetting
agent, based on the total weight of the o1l-based drilling fluid
composition.

In a twenty-sixth aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through twenty-fifth
aspects, 1 which the oil-based dnlling fluid composition
comprises from 0.1% by weight to 2.0% by weight rheology
modifier, based on the total weight of the oi1l-based drilling
fluid composition.

In a twenty-seventh aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through twenty-sixth
aspects, 1 which the oil-based drlling fluid composition
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comprises from 0.5% by weight to 2.0% by weight fluid-loss
control additive, based on the total weight of the oil-based
drilling fluid composition.

In a twenty-eighth aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through twenty-seventh
aspects, 1 which the oil-based dnlling fluid composition
comprises from 3.0% by weight to 5.0% by weight brine
solution, based on the total weight of the oil-based drlling
fluid composition.

In a twenty-ninth aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through twenty-eighth
aspects, 1 which the oil-based drnlling fluid composition
comprises from 64% by weight to 85.3% by weight weight-
ing additive, based on the total weight of the oil-based
drilling fluid composition.

In a thirtieth aspect, the disclosure provides the method of
any of the eighteenth through twenty-ninth aspects, 1n which
the oil-based dnlling fluid composition comprises from
0.1% by weight to 2.5% by weight of the emulsifier, based
on the total weight of the oil-based drilling fluid composi-
tion.

In a thirty-first aspect, the disclosure provides the method
of any of the eighteenth through thirtieth aspects, 1n which
the rheology modifier comprises one or more of an organo-
philic clay and a hectorite clay.

In a thirty-second aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through thirty-first aspects,
in which the weight additive comprises one or more of
barite, hematite, 1lmenite, calcite, aragonite, iron carbonate,
zinc carbonate, manganese tetroxide, zinc oxide, zirconium
oxide, and lead carbonate.

In a thirty-third aspect, the disclosure provides the method
of any of the eighteenth through thirty-second aspects, 1n
which the viscosity of the oil-based drilling fluid composi-
tion at a shear rate of 10.22 s~ measured at 50° C. is greater
than 400 cP.

In a thirty-fourth aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the eighteenth through thirty-third aspects,
in which the viscosity of the oil-based drilling fluid com-
position at a shear rate of 170 s™' measured at 50° C. is less
than 125 cP.

In a thirty-fifth aspect, the disclosure provides a method
for drilling a subterranean well. The method includes pro-
viding an oil-based drilling tluid composition according to
any one of the first through seventeenth aspects; and intro-
ducing the oil-based drilling fluid composition into a well-
bore.

In a thirty-sixth aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of the thirty-fifth aspect, in which the method further
includes operating a drill 1n the wellbore.

In a thirty-seventh aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the thirty-fifth or thirty-sixth aspects, in
which the wellbore has a wellbore temperature greater than
300° F. (148.9° C.).

In a thirty-eighth aspect, the disclosure provides the
method of any of the thirty-fifth through thirty-seventh
aspects, mn which the wellbore has a wellbore pressure
greater than 10,000 ps1 (68,948 kPa).

It should be understood that any two quantitative values
assigned to a property may constitute a range of that
property, and all combinations of ranges formed from all
stated quantitative values of a given property are contem-
plated in this disclosure. It should be appreciated that
compositional ranges of a chemical constituent 1n a com-
position or formulation should be appreciated as containing,
in some embodiments, a mixture of 1somers of that constitu-
ent. It should be appreciated that the examples supply
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compositional ranges for various compositions, and that the
total amount of 1somers of a particular chemical composition
can constitute a range.

Having described the subject matter of the present dis-
closure 1n detail and by reference to specific embodiments,
it 1s noted that the various details described 1n this disclosure
should not be taken to imply that these details relate to
clements that are essential components of the various
embodiments described in this disclosure, even i1n cases
where a particular element 1s illustrated 1n each of the
drawings that accompany the present description. Rather,
the claims 1included 1n this application should be taken as the
sole representation of the breadth of the present disclosure
and the corresponding scope of the various embodiments
described in this disclosure. Further, 1t should be apparent to
those skilled 1n the art that various modifications and varia-
tions can be made to the described embodiments without
departing from the spirit and scope of the claimed subject
matter. Thus 1t 1s intended that the specification cover the
modifications and wvariations of the wvarious described
embodiments provided such modifications and variations
come within the scope of the appended claims and their
equivalents.

The 1nvention claimed 1s:

1. A method for drilling a subterranean well, the method
comprising:

providing an oil-based drnlling fluid composition; and

introducing the oil-based drilling fluid composition into a

wellbore;

wherein the oil-based drilling fluid composition com-

Prises:
an o1l phase comprising a base oil;
an aqueous phase comprising water;
at least one emulsifier, in which the at least one
emulsifier comprises an amino amide comprising
the formula R—CO—NH—R'—NH—R"—NH,,
where R 1s a fatty acid alkyl and R' and R" are
alkyl groups; and
one or more additives chosen from a wetting agent,
a rheology modifier a fluid-loss control additive,
and a weighting additive.
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2. The method of claim 1, where the method further
comprises operating a drill in the wellbore.

3. The method of claim 1, where the wellbore comprises
a wellbore temperature greater than 300° F.

4. The method of claim 1, where the wellbore comprises
a wellbore pressure greater than 10,000 psi.

5. The method of claim 1, where R 1s selected from
CysHs,, C5H;s, G Hys or CoH,CHCHCGH .

6. The method of claim 1, where R' 1s selected from C,H,,
CeH, 5 or CyoH0.

7. The method of claim 1, where R" 1s selected from
CoHy, CgHyp or CpHoy.

8. The method of claim 1, where R 1s C,-H;., R'1s C,H_,
and R' 1s C,H,.

9. The method of claam 1, where the oil-based drilling
fluid comprises from 0.05% by weight to 5.0% by weight
emulsifier, based on the total weight of the oil-based drilling
fluds.

10. The method of claim 1, where the oil-based drilling
fluid comprises from 0.1% by weight to 2.0% by weight
rheology modifier, based on the total weight of the oil-based
drilling fluids.

11. The method of claim 10, where the rheology modifier
comprises one or more ol an organophilic clay, a hectorite
clay, a dimeric fatty acid, a trimeric fatty acid, a polyamine,
a sepiolite, and an attapulgite.

12. The method of claim 1, where the oil-based drilling
fluid comprises from 64% by weight to 85.3% by weight
weilghting additive, based on the total weight of the o1l-based
drilling tluids.

13. The method of claim 12, where the weight additive
comprises one or more ol barite, calcite, aragonite, 1ron

carbonate, zinc carbonate, manganese tetroxide, zinc oxide,
zirconium oxide, hematite, i1lmenite, and lead carbonate.
14. The method of claim 1, where the viscosity at a shear
rate of 10.22 s™' measured at 50° C. is greater than 400 cP.
15. The method of claim 1, where the viscosity at a shear
rate of 170 s™' measured at 50° C. is less than 125 cP.
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