12 United States Patent

Venkataraman et al.

US011026561B2

US 11,026,561 B2
Jun. 8, 2021

(10) Patent No.:
45) Date of Patent:

(54) METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR
AUTOMATICALLY REPOSITIONING A
VIEWABLE AREA WITHIN AN ENDOSCOPE

(56) References Cited

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

2012/0083652 Al* 4/2012 Langlois A61B 1/00055

tttttttttttt

600/103
2014/0099066 Al1* 4/2014 Jang ..........cooeevveenn, G09G 5/006
386/230
(Continued)
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
JP 20053210414 7/2003
JP 2005334090 12/2005
(Continued)

OTHER PUBLICATTONS

International Search Report and Written Opinion dated Dec. 30,
2019 for International Application No. PCT/US2019/025673, 11

pages.

Primary Examiner — John R Schnurr

(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm — Womble Bond Dickinson
(US) LLP

(57) ABSTRACT

Embodiments described herein provide various examples of
displaying video images of a surgical video captured at a
first resolution on a screen of a surgical system having a
second resolution lower than the first resolution. In one

aspect, a process begins by receiving the surgical video and
selecting a first portion of the video 1images having the same
or substantially the same resolution as the second resolution.
The process subsequently displays the first portion of the
video 1mages on the screen. While displaying the first
portion of the video 1images, the process monitors a second
portion of the video images not being displayed on the
screen for a set of predetermined events, wherein the second
portion 1s not visible to the user. When a predetermined
event 1n the set of predetermined events 1s detected in the
second portion, the process generates an alert to notify the
user.

18 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets

DISPLAY A PORTION OF THE HIGH-RESCLUTION VIDED IMAGE 200

VIDEO VIEW
(71) Applicant: Verb Surgical Inc., Mountain View,
CA (US)
(72) Inventors: Jagadish Venkataraman, Menlo Park,
CA (US); Dave Scott, Oakland, CA
(US); Eric Johnson, Pacific Grove, CA
(US)
(73) Assignee: VERB SURGICAL INC., Santa Clara,
CA (US)
(*) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this
patent 1s extended or adjusted under 35
U.S.C. 154(b) by O days.
(21) Appl. No.: 16/361,075
(22) Filed: Mar. 21, 2019
(65) Prior Publication Data
US 2020/0304753 Al Sep. 24, 2020
(51) Int. CL
A6IB 1/00 (2006.01)
HO4N 7/01 (2006.01)
(Continued)
(52) U.S. CL
CPC ..... A6IB 1/00055 (2013.01); A61B 1/00045
(2013.01); A61B 1/3132 (2013.01);
(Continued)
(58) Field of Classification Search
CpPC ... HO4N 7/0117; HO4N 7/183; A61B 34/30;
A61B 90/37; A61B 1/00045;
(Continued)
IN‘I;{;EE“\\ : Diﬁ%gglﬂﬂ

TOOL TiF
214~

y

VWARNING
ARROW ™
224

EVENT
REGION
222~

S DISPLAY
M 2{]2

% OFF SCREEN
REGION
212

25600



US 11,026,561 B2
Page 2

(51) Int. CL
GO6K 9/00 (2006.01)
HO4N 7/18 (2006.01)
A61IB 90/00 (2016.01)
A6IB 1/313 (2006.01)
A6IB 34/30 (2016.01)
(52) U.S. CL
CPC .............. A6IB 3430 (2016.02); A61B 90/37
(2016.02); GO6K 9/00718 (2013.01); HO4N
770117 (2013.01); HO4N 77183 (2013.01);
A6IB 2090/373 (2016.02); GO6K 2009/00738
(2013.01)
(58) Field of Classification Search
CPC ........... A61B 1/3132; A61B 2090/373; A61B
1/00055; GO6K 9/00718; GO6K
2009/00738
See application file for complete search history.
(56) References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
2016/0345802 Al1™* 12/2016 Nir .......ooeevvvvnenn, GO02B 23/243
2017/0367559 Al* 12/2017 Takahashi .............. A61B 5/743
2018/0228557 Al* 8/2018 Darisse .............. A61B 1/00149
2019/0053857 Al*  2/2019 Sugie ................. A61B 1/00188
2019/0231444 Al1*  8/2019 Tojo .ooovvvvrvinnnnnn, A61B 1/0005
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
JP 5148022 2/2013
KR 20180136857 12/2018

* cited by examiner



U.S. Patent Jun. 8, 2021 Sheet 1 of 8 US 11,026,561 B2

FIG. 1




US 11,026,561 B2

Sheet 2 of 8

Jun. 8, 2021

U.S. Patent

70C ADOVINI
A3 1dWVSNMOJA

080}

ap9Le

00¢ OV
NOILNTOSIH-HOIH

c0¢ AV 1dSid

et
AAA A AAAAAANMNX R
e

e

A A MR NN
-l-I'I-l-I-I-HHI"IHIHH"H"HHHHHHF >

i

FY
™
FY
A A A K KA MM K

"
F
M
e
)
ol
|
A i

A_A
A
A A A M W M MM A

S
x:x P
A

)
]
)

]

e

]

e
o
P
o >,

A

E i H
x ]
E

HH.HHHHHHHH
HHHHHHHHHHHH
HHHHHHHHIHIHH

Hﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂ

LA A A AN K N NN N AR M

L i i )

X
]
AW AEMX EMXERERERRERERRR
AT XXX XTI EREEREREER
Al X ERENERERRERERNERERTR
A X XTEREXREETRESERRER
"H"H“l". ”l“ﬂ"ﬂ"l“lll"lﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂl .-.I.-..r.__ .r.__ & . .-..-..-...........-..i LR
EREETRE;, TEFEENF o A dr b b odr o i A oa
ERRERE,. K b J 0k M b ddr y oa o
R ERER s R . m e bk ow o i b
IR 1 b & b oa Jrodp f Jroa
EE F lll - ......1...;.............._..1.._........-.!1.1......__ -..___.-.
E K & a2 & i o bl i ko oaork
i h wa e
r __11.-..._.......1.._..-..-..._.|

a
-

o

ALK ”x”x”n“xuxu EE LR
e X
B o P P X T
o

x 7
F A
E_E -] - oA
| Ke_E 7 x - k
e
ERERSESN XX EXE XX - Mo M NN N M
- A oA A
- F F
- -y oA y
F ] F ] A 3
L

AKX XX XX

X :
o ;
I
X RN e
KRR N A,
X X XK K AR : ;
X A e XA
X X AL KR ol iy XA A KA K
-.nu“a”x HHHHHHHHxHan"n X x x xHanxxnnnxuannnnuannxnwrxnﬂ
| R X R X X A R A NN XA NN
o e R R R R R R R o ow xoam x o ww
N EERREERZXXX XA XXX
i i B ] RO R R X R R X A M a N N
X A A EERREERRXEER XXX XXX X
A A n ERREERRRRERRRH XXX NN
A X R X R XX X A A A AN
o ] R R R R R X R R M N MM
N EERREXREXZXXXZX XN
A e R R R R R R X R A X X M N
N EERREXERERER x
N ) ERREERERRRERERRSXX XX
A ERERREXRERX x
A A e )
A A AR K M A N X A EERZIXIRRXX x
p A L
r.xr.xr.nn Hx”xnx”x”xunnxn H Ha " e e e e e e anxnnﬂ
A ) x
"
x
x
x

)

A
o
v.xvx”r. X

X

i)
]
-5

H
H
H
H
H
KKK K K HHI IHIHIHHHHHHHHHH A KA HHH A .Hu..r.un

.

-

Y

M,

]

FY
F
Y
H
Al
Al

P N
|
x

X
R R JE R X e R P R A R R A A R A A R A AR A A A M AN
x nnnnn - xnx xuxnxnxnxnxnxxx e e e e e ” H H r”
PR KRR R R

.
s -
M ] ]

,

‘2
Al
Al
Al

HFHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

FFEFFHHHHHHHHH

2w

N
F

H
x
LA
x

»
F

=
‘2

L
3
A
N

k)

x.
x
o,
x
X
.
x.
x
.
x.
x
o,
x.
L
,

i
i

J F!H. HH. H.HH b

H
FY
W

E ]

L

]
LM,
LN

e
e
M

L
LM

Y
Y

i)
H
»

™
-
F

A,

W
d F
MM M M M o N oA M A
F
E
)
MR o N o Mo MM A

»

XX R XXX NN
AR T P P A A A
o y
AT P R A AL A AL AL A
X RN AKX

i

)
-]
Al
A
Al
A
E |
E |
o,
-
-]
Y
o
W

DONFIdNVSNMOQ HLIM 00C OV O3AIA NOILNIOS3a-HDIH V AV IdSIC

do80 L



US 11,026,561 B2

Sheet 3 of 8

Jun. 8, 2021

U.S. Patent

d¢ 9Old

d0952

N N N L) o S S M S NN
N N N s ) L S S S A S S N W)
Pl a3l . A I L M I L N
O S S O N
PP R MM

.
. x5
..__.r. L
A, xarn.xm..
Kt g

- - Ty A - “ “ “ “ = - > - Lo H “ “. 0 oy 2, “ * * Tt a 3 “ * H “ o ¥ a2, “ - “ L . * -
+ ’_k‘_k lt_lt .rl.._ .._l.r .._I .._I .._‘_.._ I.._ l.._ .._l... .ri #’.#’.#.14_‘ ‘ i i * .} _l.q ‘ ‘4 ._._i #’.4‘.#.1#.1; ._..‘._._ # ’. * .l .‘
L) * aa ]

e

A Ao A

X,
A_d A A A A
H:H:H:Hxﬂﬂ
M A

L |

AL AL

LA

A
L
o

HHIHII..
E .
X

LR |

i i i e i i i i
M
A
M
k.

A A

E |

M
oA KKK K A

"n;x:d
i e i i i
i
o
EY)
L
o

AR Illll " H"H ..ﬂ“ﬂ

NOIOZY ™~ &
memuwlu_n_o

x A
X

N
. HHHHH o HHH Hﬂ
.HHHHHHHHH HHHHH HH
x ]

.

X

"

|
Al
Al
X,
?E:H
Fl‘ﬂﬂﬂx
-
H:HHHH
Hlﬂxﬂ
M
.
-
x
o
|
Al
Al
Al
|

't i B
r Ea - .
“.__..4.4 i i i .4”...”..”&“ e “ I-_-_-_I-.""""I-.I-_

ul
o
Sal Sl
]
.__.._._.4.__..4.._...4.4.-.._4....-.._....44...4.4....44.4HHH ata e a"y -."I-_-.& -.-_“I-_ "
« T, N A A N

Wl i e i e i i e i e e
S e i i iy My g
LN ¥

E

A .HHHHHHHHH . HHH =
oM HHHHHHHHHHHHHHH HJ
M HHHHHHHHHHH HHH
A HHHHHHHHHH - HH

.

.

A

v
P
oy
i |

.
-'af'_nf:"
i

:nan
O
i
e
)
rx
L
i |
b

W i i i
LR M M NN M NN N NN NN

L o )

AR A AR R EER AN
i A

|

|

)

IHHH

M_M_A I-I-lnllﬂlﬂnﬂﬂﬂnﬂnﬂxi
A A_A
»

S el S L : .
et e e ARk Ak -

.-.

.....r.r.............................a......_.._._.

U X od o d L e
F I I A o A

ST A NN N N MM N N
&

i |
A A A AN AN
i |
i
X X
E )
)
x

na d d ke e de Aok e

e N .
.-..-.H...H.r“.r”.r”.r”...”...”.r”.._ H....H i L ey i M . 4. .
e e e e e U e e AN ] A . .
Fut - e e . : N - . .
AL NN AL A 3L R M A Al L) r oo . F

)

AAAAAAAAdd
| ]

i

F3

»

M A A ANANAAAMNAMME
)

"

"

T

»

¥

L

L}

.

.
L
»
X
L
r
i
b

L)
| ]
1]

-
¥
ty

i

r

™

r
*b

B
¥
F3
L
»
&
»
X
F3

iy Ly iyl iy e e a ke A e

Ll
F I

bl AL AL I dr b .

e - . . | ]
ill..-.l..r.__.__.._.._....l.........b.rl- L. s . T "
Bk b Lk X & . ; .
A R R A T . - -
i e . ]

¥

Fy

L)
r ¥
e
L
L
E
ol
X i

r
'rl'
F3
¥
Fy
L
¥
¥
F3
F3

»
L

Ik b dr ok d bk b i R
i dr iy
w dp i

E E x
llllllllllllll"ﬂlﬂ"lll"ﬂlllllr..
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIII”
XX R XXX XXX ERXITREXTREZTXEXERXZEX

. . .HHHHHHIHIHIHHHHHH HRHHHHHHI Iﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂxﬂﬂ HH

u.. u..

T T T ! ol ol ! : A x x X . ) . [T
- . - - . i i LA A i L A L L o A N N r
. E WA ¥ . ) Ll o b ) J oy ) : . .
4y "_ L B . x / T A i B P : :
LU . ’ L) R g e P R N, ;

.
" AR NN L
o

] ] I
ERRERXEEREREXEREXEXER
EE IIHIIIH IIHIH HIHIHIHIHI s
R I"H"l"l H"H"H H"H"H"H"I"Il
EREE IIIIH IIHII HIIIHIIHHII
ERERERY XX XXX XX E
KRR K KK X K R
EEREXREXERELXLEALRELRE

R RERX X XNRESXRER.]F
ERXEXREXXEXSXESXSER

XXX XXX XEXXER.
IIIHIIIHHHHHHHHHHHHHHIII
ERERERZXXEXENRZIERTFT
ERXEXXXEXESXSREDX E
ERXEX XX XX ER! LR
XXX X XXX ]
RERERIRERS .HNNRERTHR
EXXLERLEXENXEXREE

M I"I-IIII
A
A
A
A
A
I-Illl
A_A
A
A oo oA m
b |
,_"?l-?l_l
|

r e de e dp e dp o dp dr A o Wy i N ; ] R X NN N NN NN

MEA MWW A N A MAE

N o U ; iy ; X ; X7 ; " xR A X,
. ar i
aa T R

N A M N ! ! ! ! ! ! ] ] .
St A ALK ; C I X ' gom I (
. - '- - - - Ly - by Ly --- -- -- ' g . | .
._..‘._.. * M M . I " X R . . 'y A _ -—L_—LM ~ ﬂmg
W W R e e e e e e e bR e e d e ke e i e ! ) AR AL A M : i ’
AW e e e U e e U e e e U e e e ol ; : N o L A -

|
|
oA
i
n:x:x;1::‘*”"?::‘!:1'”‘3::"?”'"1
Mo .
MY A
F
o

o .
i ; E L
B X XXX XN X ” ; ”H“HHH”H“H” % 3
llﬂ!!ﬂﬂlﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂ! Hﬂ!ﬂ!ﬂl " L k k HHHHHHHHHHH

FE_ M 08 7 PN M N N MK i d 3 L MMM
REXERXEXEXENXNNNERE o L s L § xREXEX XX
EREX X KERKSX N XNXXERK ’ L KX K KK
XXX X XXX NN MR 3 o - xR XXX X
R EE R AN N N NN R R R K
] HHH“HHHHH“H”HHH HHHHI" Illlﬂllllll
oM KR KN N X N KR
.

vil!
|

X
A A
X
a
X

N
x

A
-
HHH
x_x
HHII
e r

)

i

d )
xxxxnxaxaxx”n:x'n
i,
i
i
i
|
i

E N
Al

N

AN N XMW
|

E | -

x?d?d?ﬂ

"HH
Mo A A N N N M

E |
HHH
E |
XN
Al
Al
Al
-
-
HJ
o
Al
A
Al
A
A
-H
Al
A_A_A K XK N

A
e,

L
e

H
'H?!
E
N
H
Ml A
N N
x
Al
H
|
o
Al
x
Al
Al
|
Al
M
IIHIIHIIHHH

A_N_A
I'il;‘lllll;‘lll'l'l"ﬂxﬂxﬁx!

__.. ._
WA xxnxxanﬂnnxnn“n“l
WA AW A R

A A

o
o
:l-!':i!xx'x:!:u;l:uxn
o
i
)
)
)
|

409 Le

E
~ HHIHHHHHIHIIIIIlIIIIIHIllllllll!lﬂlllﬂlllﬂlﬂlﬂl EER
EFEEERIERDENN

nnn__.
nannaaaaxn.xr.r. ..
" " "a“a"a“a"a“anxuﬂ_ __Hrr o ¥ AR M xHa“aHnHn“nHnH..“a”__.“.."a“a”a“a“a“a"a“a"a"a"a“a a“__.n.."a "X
e e iy ; i i I I i i
A XXX XXX X E XTI EEREEREERERERERRERRRR

T I R I

] “ﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂ“ﬂ"ﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂ
EARRERERERRERTETH
A, L
X : ﬂlllllllllﬂlllﬂﬂﬂl

F ]
]
.
-
Al
Al

|

FY
x
.
H
|
A_A_A

M
oA

)
£
e
o,
F
P,
M
A
A
A
A
M
£y

. . H
.?HHHJHJH?HHHHHH K, HHHHH KERKE X IHH KEREKERKIRKX HHH K ! ﬂlllﬂﬂllﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂ
K

A HH!HH .HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHIIIIIIIHIIHHIHIHHHH“HH“HHH o HHH i
LI Hd - o El i i i e i i i i i i e i i i i e : .
¢ g o i 4 L ] i T T T P P e K, .
] .nu_.....u__nnu__nn.u__rn.u__rn!Fn...u__n...In.llniu__niu__ril?i.-_u_.i.-_u_..inu_.inu_.rn.u_.xrn iy

i i Rl il il O e i e - TR T VR F TX FT Y NV OY_R VY N Y
J A J . a2 P,

L,
)
F
A
N
Al
R
l_ A
Ml Al
Al_ A
l_A
_
MM
l_A
A
Al
Al

|
Y
FY
l_ A
Ml Al
Al_ A
Al
Ml
Al
Ml
Al
Ml
Al

AL A A A A A N NN AN AN A
oo X M N

A_A

)

-]

o,

-

-]

o,

E |

E |

Al

-

E |

Mo A A AN N A A

Al

Al

A

H:Hx
H
[

MM
-l
-
F
EY
-
F
|
Al
Al
.
-
F
|
Mok A
E |
N
Al
Al
N
|
Al_d A M
N
Al
N
Al
xxx
.

] : - ; X . i) ¢ ) ) L

¥
hy
¥
¥
hy
¥
¥
hy
¥
¥
hy
”
"
"
”
"
"
”
"

R
W e ey dp U e e dr i e ke i )
e T T T T T T Y, o e

X

oL
¥ N

Al
Al
A

Al
E |
Al
A
|
‘e

R lﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂ
KRR Hﬂlﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂll
REREXEXZXEZXRNRIRNETHR
H“H”HHH“H“I l“l ]
KX X HHH HHHHHHH IHI
XEREXERELXEXLXEZXEXERRETHR
XXX A H“H HHHHHHH HHI ]
HIHHHHHHHHHHHHHI_!.H
M E X XN EXEREXERX o,

HIH

IHH“HHHHH”HHH
Rt
“llllﬂlﬂxﬂxﬂxﬂxﬂﬂﬂx

..
i - nan
Mo N
) x”x”x ;

H T MKW,
P 2 2 2 e . .
H ALK AR ;!
D R R KR K
AN NN MM MM W N NN
oo o™ o

3 A
X A

o
|

o

it

i

o

NN AW
o

A

i

A

i

|

a

.

i |

i |

i i |

o

o

a
|
|
|
L
|
|
L
|
F
i

Aaaa
x A A
o
i

FH:HHHHHH__
]
F!x?l?l
]
]

FY

A

A

Al

Al

Ml

Ml

Al I-l ||
Ml

H

H

H

-]

H

Ml

Ml

Al

Al_M A
M AN
H’Hxlnlalll
-]

Y
M

X,

N
e
R )

N N )
A
R
R A e aa e aa a  a a a
HHHHHHHHHHRHHHHxuunnxnxunnxnxuunxnx
P P g g P g PP P g g g Py Py P B 20 R D D DO T B D B2
xxxxxxxxxxxxux

EREREXZXEXSXXESXEDNR XXX NN
N

A
)
)
F

A
|
Ml
A
MM
F
]
o)
)
]
F
L)
o)

M
o ?ﬂxﬂnﬂnﬂlll

X
X
/ . WK K

A

] I"H HIH“HHI xR X
HHH HHHHHHHHHHH
HHH HHHHHHHHHHH HHH ]
LM K M N MK NN o
] H”H”HHH”H”H E”HHH r
LM M N M N KN
3 HHHHHHHHHHH HHHHH A

A

X,
F?E:H?l

M A NN

-

L N AR NN KN
g M M N M NN

A A
Al
Al
Al
Al
N
A
A
A_A
|
F
Al
E
E
F
]
E
]
E
Al
N
F
o
-5
»
-5
]
E ]
E N

o
)

i
i

o

i |
A

i

Y

i
i
|

X AL
i

o
o
AL

FY
iy
]

x
Ml
Al
Ml
M
Ml
Al
H
Ml
-
A
H
-
H
)
E
-
X
H
M
E
HHHHH:HH
-

A_A
A
N
Fxﬂxﬂﬂﬂﬂlll

A
Al

Al
H"H

A
)
MM
)
|

|

X

-

x

|

Y

Y

)

Y

-

)

Y

-

Y

)

o

X

o

AL AR

o

N

i)

-
i

x

x

e

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
NN N NN NN NN
”HHH”HHH AN A HHH H”H
o HHHHHHH A A A HHH HHH .
RN N NN KN NN
Hﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ XXM N HHH H”H HHE
o HHHHHHH .HHHHHHHH o
R EE M N NN NN KN NN
HH XX N HHH H”H HHH”HH
N
X, ] X,

X

X,

.

A

‘e
-]
-
Al
-]
Al
Al

..
A A K NN NN NN NN N NN

X NN AAAA A
E |

ol oA oA A A
x?dx?d"ﬂ"l"l-l-l
?d?dx?"?d

)
)
)

A
A
X
o
H
x
x
.
H
x
.
x
FY
H
H

A
W
2
A
|

e
2
o
i
S

K
|
]
.
x
]
o
x
]
o,
x
]
.

MMM
)

Al
Al
Al
o,
‘2
L,
)
o,
2
)
F
L,
)
2
)
‘2

r.
P
r
r
H.x.r..x.rﬂx.x.x e . ; A
" x
A,
A
o
A

i i
i i, i,
i, Y
S
X A

-

o A i A
i

i

Ml
Al
Ml
Ml
Al
A
Ml
-
A
X
¥
X
E
-
E
E
E
)
E
.

Al N NN
Al
-

)
)
)
M
A
|
i
)
)
)
)
)
.
)
i
)
)
)
.
o
X
!
|
M
M
M

x!’?’?”?”ﬂ"ﬂ'ﬂ'l'l M

F
xﬂxﬂxﬂ?ﬂﬂ
E I ]
F
Ml
o,
E
o,
o,
A
o)
A
M A
)
)
F
)
o)

K
i)
b

e M AN AN N
X,
|

M

M

i
M

|

M

)

.

i
2l
I

LA e e

M

M

M

)

)

.

)
X

-5

)

)

i
i)

!

-5

F

A o ]

o o e x a N A N A

)
|
|
|
A
e
)
i i
M A
)
|
X A A
X
|
|
)
)
X
)
X
X
X
)
T
)
)
-
e

Y
H
~
M
A
FY
FY

T i Hﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ EERE i
T AKX XXX XXX KN ]
- XERXEXEXEXEEXEXERETRE
o, HoE XXX KX X XN

X EE XX XX X XN
] HEXEXLXEEXEXXEDNR |
M
A

i)
N
o

X

.
Mo

X

.

*
o

F

)

L
Al
E ]
Al
Al
A
Al
E |
-
-
-
E |
E |
Al
HJ
-
-
-
HJ
-
e

‘e

M
a
.
o
|
o
|
]
X
X
X
X
)
A
X
X
.
x
o e
d e P
X
XA N
i

]

SN N M M M NN A A A A

xAAAEA
L
y X
2
|
)
|
X
L
|
X
|
L
!
|
)
X
)
|
X
x
!
|
X
)
-
!
i
FY)
N
-
FY)
o)
X
|
X
L
|
|
L
|
X

AL XN N N M
A NN NN N
E N N N
?d?d?dx?dr

k P PN K K N

L]
-
Al
|
|
|
Al
A
|
-
x
|
Al
-
.
.
x
-
x
-

H
HHHHHHHHHHHHHIIIII

o g o e e o A MM

HPH
FY
FY
Y
Ml
Al
Al

g

A

J PN J

k E ] .FHH!F B
A
A
oA

]

KX XXX XX K N N

N
E N N
I"I“I"I“I“I“ . H”H”HHH”HHHHH AN
HIIIHIHIHIHIH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

XXX XX X HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
.
x,
.
IIIIIIHIIHIHIHHHHHHHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
RREREXXXEXXEXZEXZEXXE XXX KX LA M X L -
KRR HHH H . HlHHHHﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂxﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬁuﬁlﬂ!ﬂnﬁxﬂx ar T i IIHIHHHHHHHHFHHH HHHHHHHHHHHH g o o

Al
-]
-]
E |
Al
-]
-
-]
N
XM
)
)

)
N

L
XX

x X2 REXEX XXX XX

x Hﬂﬂﬂlllllﬂlﬂﬂﬂlﬂ X X X

vic
dil JO0L

N
E N N N

JE A 8 N M NN N M M N NN A

o
.
i

oo

E
M RN NN
XN X HHH HHH HHHHHHH HH
. ]

]

>,
HHHHH!HHHHHHHPFPHHHIIH

]
F
)
]
o)
F

M,

i

|
)

|

|
M
i |
L

|

|

|

X

|

)

X

|

X
e
|

|

|
. x
o
k.

-
N

o

F
Y
FY
Ml

AN HHH H”H HHH HHH H”
LM N MM MM KRN N K
N HHH H”H HHH”HHH H”HH 3
N
. HHH HHH HHHHHHH .HHHHHH
JEAE R AN M N M N AN
HHH H”H HHH”HHH .”HHHHH”
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
]

i

F
M
M_A
A
M
F
A
M
F
o,
P,
F
P,
o,
F
)
£
F

]
M
H
A
|
]
F
H
]
A
A
A
Al
F
H
A
H
F
e
- ]
E
)
H
Al_ A
N
MM
A
Al
A_A
Ml

o
. .
]

o
]

,
]

A
]

L
]

,
]

A
]

o
]

o
]

A
]

i N N

Hxnr.xxxr.xx r.nxnr. )
ol A
X x”xu.xx Th o
; .Hxnxxx r.xxn C
N
AR X W
oo .r.Hr.
o R PP
A A AL KA A

M

|
Ill-h-
L

|
AA_A A

A

P

E |
-
>,

A
X
|
*
.
|

A

- |
A
X
*
.
A
|
.
X
*
A
|

X
X
|
X
*
X
)
X
X
2
e
)
2
Y
)
et
)
]

a e

o

L

HHP o L,
K i .H.vnx.x.un.x.xunkxﬂﬂxﬂ
x

)
xx.xuxx“
P P e

MR NNN
AL NN NN
PP T T R
PN NN NN
*

.
HHHHHHH“HHH
HHHHHHHHHH

]
Ml
Al
Al
H
M
M
Al
Ml
F
M
F
Y
HKHHHHHHHHHH
FY
Y
Hd

3 ]

R I R
] LM e M AN F X
s N
o .!HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH K

x_K_X
. K KK X X n_E X X F N
X R XX XX XXM E NN - R E X X X, E A M N NN NN

Fo
A
-
A

e i i i i )

‘2

L
AN M MM E
C A M M M NN N
oy -
H E
PN KK
o u..unu..u.. b
L
A
o A

)

)

i

)
e ad
o

'HxH’HHHHHHH

H

E |
A_A
o,
-]
Al
E |
-]
xﬂ”ﬂ

o,
‘e
-]
‘e
.
)
E |

N N N Y
A

i

AV
AV 1dSid

‘2
.
)
o

-

Y

EY)

|

)

»

o

X

)

x

|

|

)

|

x

)

!

P2 M

u.'-:x
X
FY)
M e

FY

o)
o)
o)
Al

HJ
-]
A
A
A
A
Al
A
A
-]
-
-
-]
- |
a
-]
-]
-
-
-
-
Y

)
i I I i

M
|
Al
|
Al
Al
A

)

|
.
oo

i
i)
i

x
x x
E H
EHHHEH”HE L
i g s
E ] y
x -
x x
H H

H
]
]
M
H
Al
Ml
Al
M
H
Y
M
Al
Ml
Al
Al
H
FY

o

.
.
.
*
X
H ” ; n"a"n“n“n"nnn - i
X X xﬂa“a HHHHHHHHNHHH H “
iy iy ERRE mREREEXR
M . __.Ham. lﬂ:ﬂlﬂlﬂ:ﬂlﬂlﬂ ~
N R
% o

XA . i

X
A
L)
|
L
]
]
3]

-
)
)
"
]
|

-
-
|
|
|
|
|
M
|
|
M
M
M
M
M
|
M
A
A
M
A
)
)
A
)

:u::u
’x

|

N 'a

E
-
|
N
X
F
]
|
|
A
|
]
F
]
]
HHH’HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
o)
)
P’HPHHHP
X
E

e
e
)
£

N I I I I
H
E
)
X
E
E
H
-

)
F

I
H
Al

LA e N e N M M N M

E |
F O N N B B N N N

]
o,
Al
Al
-
|
Al
|
Al
P N M M NN N NN
FE NN N N
]
xﬂ
-
]
H"HRHH
>

E
LA NN
A

.

]
.
x
]
x -
. x
] ,
. x
x x
] .
x x
x x
o ,
x -

|
N
E N

Y
A
E N N

]
A
AAAAAAANAMAMNAMNAAAKENXXENEXENEXE £XEXERM

o, o,
I I X
X HHHHHHH HH .HHHHHE .HH
-y E”HHH .ﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ. H”E HH i
. W YRR VRNV XK,
HH.H:. P S N
FHH A

L
]
]

Ml
E)
Al
H
F
Ml

. Al
E N

E N N N N N N B N
Al
A
Ml
Al
X
Ml
E
-
>
H
-
>
E
Ml

LR e e M M M M MM M M M NN
Al

A
o A A A
MR M M M N M N

F
Al
F
o
F
.
o
F
F
F
F
-
i
)
)
)
)
o
)
A
F
Al

A

i

KRR

A
)

o,
E |
-]
-
oA
E |
E |
-]
Al
E |
Y
-
‘e
o,
o
‘e

H’H'HHHHHHHHHHHHHH

i A

]

A N N
‘2
.

F N

]
.
x
o
x
L
]

!
A A
i

|

e
i
X

A

e
.
e
L
)

)
Sl
i
k.

]
.

)
)

Fo

)
.

Fo
L

A
i
.
|
A
|
iy |
i
i
X
-
i)
i
2
i)
X
i i
o
2 A
X
.
X
X
X
o)

|
)
)
)
)
)
)
!
X
)
X
X
)
X
.
X
)
o o
X
X
)
)
|
i |

-
F
M

-
H
F

2
]
)
‘2
L

-
‘e
o,
o

E k.

i H“H HHH F Y
Vi i
MM N HHH T HHH
PR R e e A
N M N M HHHH k. H!Hﬂxﬂx o
A A A WO

)
)
]
]
)
]
3 4 )
L S i
)
]
]
)
e
L
-]
)
F
]
k.
X
A
A X
A
A
-
k.

.
x

)
]
£
)
Lo
)
X!
)

|

x

Al

-

.
N
A

)
H
A
A

|
i W
|

E A
H
F
Al
H
Al
Al
M
Hd
Y
FY
FY
A

L N NN NN B B N N N B
]
A

e
o

Lo N

N
L I

]
w
e .
]
|

A A A A
A_A
Al
A
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
o
-
F
-
-
Al
-
-
F
-
-
F
-
Al
Al
Al
1?‘?!"?!?!
LI |
o A
g
i
o
F
N
N
- N
Al_
Y
L
F
F
-
'H:
-
o
)
E
-
e
N
E
E
E
-
F
-
-
-
-
-
-
)
N
F
oK
A_A
AA A A
A A
A_A
l-l
|
Ay

.
]
A

E |
-]
Ml
-
-]
)
- |
Al
- |
L]
N
-]
E?!
‘H
-]
E |
i ]
]
1!
L
x?d
X
L
F
)
L
i)
)
L
)
)
L
L]
L]
)
K
o

F
Al
Al A
Al
E N
F
!
F
A
Hﬂ
Al
Al
A
Ml
Al
Al
Ml
]
Al
]
F
H
]
H
o
F
Al
oo g
F
L
E
‘o
"
]
k]
M
o)
P
H
't
L
F ]
-
sl

A
]

-

o
A RN

-

Hx o

o

?!:H

o

2,
o

S

F
A

Y

;

i
|
|
|
X
)
X
X
x
X
X
X
X
x
x
x
x
x
X
)
|
X
)
x
*
X
)

x
x
S
X
x
X
i
X
x
-

x_=
M
N
;o
N
.
.
L)
Al
|
|
Al

X,
A

Y
Hd
FY

F

]

F
-
] -

£
] .
o
F
N N NN
.
F

e ot
Mo " H “ i e e o o o e e o e a
X ) o
x ) HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH oo o e oo o A oy
n N N N A o ; K T e BN K R B K K K K
EREERER XXX XXX N I I I L T Ko R P K B e K DK K
T e e e e e e e g e e e g g g P T, B N P B M B X N o X A AN A AN i AT AR R KR
eEr o PP N ) ) N X P 2 e L N XX ERER
R R X R X R o a w a A a x A A a w a A T g T o x e T K
B N N N N N N N Tl W R VR A e R R e R o
) ) ) . A AR . i h
e e e nxxxxxxxxxxﬂn ) HHHHH N o e e e e o X xHx. nxn“n“n .
N N N RN RN NN A, iy 2 TR
x
x

- A A N
AA A A A A NN ME

o iy o x xxxxxnnnnnanannnaa:.a Pt
A oMK KK K N X L XX x
; XX
X H.xxr... o o ~. x xR X
w L W XN - E ¥ - -
; x.:. L e ) e X A “ ey
J k . X
oo o .
x

o,
F
A A A A
-H
A
M
M
A
M
M
E |
M
HH
F
F
F
F
F
A
M
A
£
)
F
e
?d'

M
i i Wi
o

o,

i |
o
|
A
XM
)
A
o
)
X
XN
i i i
X
e
oA A A A
X AN
o
X AN
i i
i i |

A

H

x

.
PN

)
)
-

i
N N
o,
)

F
i
Al
A
A
Al
Ml
]
Al
H
Al
]
Al
H
H
]
Al
Al
Ml
Al
A
A
-
E
H
H
F
M
PH
e
F
‘e
A
A
A

»
Al
]
E
F
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
F
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
EY
Al

E R KX X XX XXX XXX XN M N N NN M N MR X EXE XX KX
XM X NN
- J
IIIIIHIHHHHHHHH XA XXX XN oM NN " AR A HH e
R RRE X oM K KN s BN NN
IIIIIIHH “HHHHHHHHHHPHHHHHHH.HH x. HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
KKK X E N N T’ X ~,
IHHHHHHHHHHHHHH E N A N AN A R P A P ) ;g P e .
XX
. E N .
XA XXX ol
. X

A A
N NN
o e
N NN
oo,

A
F
N N
H
A
AN A A A

ki)
iy ]

k)
o
E |

A
Ml
F
)
H 3
Ml
]
Al
H
F

Al
|
Al
Al
|
Al
Al
|
Al
Al
|
Al
Al
Al
E
H
H
>
N
AN A A A
M

o
i
)
L
-
X
o
|
x: ol
M .
)
o
-
X
FY)
-
X
i
o

E
]

|

-]

o)

)

E
E
]
Al
Ml
Al
-H-
A_A
Ml
Al
A
Ml
E
E
E
.
E
E
-
i
o
E
-
A
A A

LA

)

E |
-]
L]
|
E |
Al
E |
E |
)
|
E |
Al
E |
E |
Al
E |
E |
Al
- |
E |
Al
E |
E |
)
)
-
)
)
-
)
)
Fd
|

]
o AR KA K Y M X
N
P
AA A A AN AN A
AAAA AN AANAA

L
o

L X N,
R N N,
LA AL A A A
N A A

A A A

.
o,
A

X,

|

|

A

A

A

A

A

A

|

A

A

A

]

E N N
-
'HEHHH
Hxilil!!
I-lll
H-ilﬂﬂll
M

ki i i
Y

-
.HHHHHHHH N

L]
\e”
.*a
F
-
"
Al
Al
)
Ml
k.
A
X
A
e
A
A
i
M
)
L i i
£y P L
F i
A
Al
Al
Ml
Al
Al
Ml
Al
A
Ml
Al
Al
Ml
N
L i
LN
)
ool
i)
A
)
A
A
a2
A
F
A
a2
i
i
)
L%
a3
F
A
A
A
LA

0 022 002
NOLLOFHIA FOVINL

0d VAT OZAIA NOILLNTIOSHY-HOIH 3HL 40 NCLLHOd V AV 1dSIG



US 11,026,561 B2

Sheet 4 of 8

Jun. 8, 2021

U.S. Patent

Mo XM |
e by
AN XX

M IHH-H
R
H:H:"HHI"I".H
.‘.H-H: o A
-IHH"H
A Hﬂ?ﬂ

Ll ]
L
L
™

xTxly .
o

L
i

ML
i
Ve

i
o

vt
.
‘l

IS
F3
]

> ¥
N L)
*

F
et

N N N R AN
e e R
. N ]

o & W N
o I S ol ot

O O
-
l....__-..-.._.,_-_.._ ¥

i e

¥
X x

oy
o )
(3

Lk
X Bk
X x
Yk
¥
Ea N e

)
NN )
PN

i

»

e )

i ' dr b A b kb A U .
oy o oSl Pl ......4.........»......"!.1-1.... Xk drdr
: L3 l..fb.b.b.b. -_.i.r.:..fb.b..T.rb.l. *.T}..:..Tb.b.b..rb.ﬁ
' r
Ry R R R
oy
e
ok ae b dd
. b e A AL ¥ Py
ar

»
xTat,
I A

e
)
)

* i
& W » r Jr
iI-_HJH...”...H...H...”...H.............r”.._....4H...“...H...H...H...H.4|..”_.... .4”........._......4 * .rH...H.rH...H...”.__ .“....H...H. " ........-_...H.... "
I!!tl“....-_.-......r.-_t.rl.__.-..-...1..1..1._1..1......_ ..-.!tl..rti“.-.ltt.r.._kl i
U e e kA e de e e e ke e de ke AU R e ke ke R

II"."I}.I...'!...i'}.!i###l'#####k#k#k}.i1..1..1.:..;.1.1.
&
.

r
)

L L At I M Rl s P -
L C RN T e 1............_...................._..._.....tq......r...r.r....r...u....“.....r.......................q .
= - “--.".T"-I.T'.T1.'.T"" o -

P N L N P ML P FE P L IR

a_a
r
._..I"“H.a... o S N I ....H.q -
i
| ir

L]

R N )
F ] o &
e A

Cal s e ur
Cala)
S N )

W e e e X L)

:JrJr
Lt o
L)

X

MH r m . : . X . ; ; . ! *, JH*H......#”.__ .....”...H*H....q Cal ) -_.4“.-"-.4
. . ; . ) oA ( . ; ; o P TR M N e e W
Ay ; / Pl . . . L el sl

; ; .. e o : * i A A e A AR R

xrxxxnanaaxrr.fxxu”x ol

. . . . ) i
" " : : QPP P R A A
A e

+n “ - ”.....r.r.-..-_l.-.
gl N

A AT e e

X
X XX
o

"4-:#
: v
)

r
L}
¥

i i
r I & r b [
S Tatat
e e e e
W e e dr e ar ke e
M N M
Ll
L
E )
L )
LA
ot )
L e R
AR R

Pl
X X
L N

B N
»

¥ ki
r

F)
L ]

[}

X XA R " RN A A
T " “l"aﬂx”vﬂx”xa:
e A
o !
e w m X ;
I R A A AR A
e e e n e
e e e e A A
e

i i
A

] " e
“r.Hx”xnnnnuxﬂxuxnnnn“aaaunn
PR B

CX R

-
x_ K
vﬂv.nx”v.nxxa“a"ann R ]
x M TR RN

L

o E X

MK K XK X
XX K AN
MM -

]

" . . . . . . . . . . y ) . ) . ) . . . . . ey ey ey ! h ! y x H H H H v
i : : : L I I o L TEL P e PP JE PP
. . . . . .. ol LT T T T T L A . L A e . "y v.?v.upx”x”x”x”x” ”HHHHR”HF.?
i . . . . . . P . - L A ; 2 X L k N

. K
HHH!H:H:H:H:H:H:H:IH "
A A A A

ZO_._.OMW__D A S e _ S
14813
1O04L
NIIHOS-440

e
A A A W
o

N

H.__
o
:na:xx”xnx“nnxxx
R

R P P .
YK K
" i i

.

]
HH!H:HH .

2w
i
o oo

I:HH
i"i't::ll! x
>,
]
.

2
A
a

HH”H“HHI“H”H“!”F
HHHH KX XX XN
”HHH“HH!“HHR”H”H”!!H
xR E

l.:.
LA

AEE
o
Yo A
i
|

i
i
AL AL A

Al
Al
?dx?"x?l-lllll A

e i,
AN A M A A A N A
Hxﬂnﬂxﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂxﬂlllll

| A M

M_A_A

I"HH

Al

M M M N Mo M A A A
HHH

Al
o
|
e
A_A I-I
M_N I"H
"HH
Al
Al
Al
A
A
Al
A
A
H
x
o
x?l!
EY)
xﬁ

]

N
|
Al
x

A M
;x”r
LA NN
i |
L
A
AN
m_A
A A
|
L2 i)
P
AN
XN

a“a"a“ana“ana __.Hn
EEREXXEXR XXX RN N
TR A AR e A R e A
R ER XN NN KA
TP R A A A e AR e A A AL A
ERR XA XN .
e g P R R R K

HHHHHHF.

I N
i !H:H:H:HHH!H! .
E N
|
:"H"H
by
Al
Al

]

-

E

A

Al

A_A
A

-
-]
Al
E |
E |
A
Al

'Y
x
Al
A
|
A
A_A
Al

2
M

a

-]

Al

A
H!H A

i)
A A
i
|
)
i |

HHHHHHHHHHHHHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHHHHHHHHHHPH’.

~
|
Ml
A
M
A
|
Ml

xnxx.n aaaaaanxuaxxx”
Pt n

]
)
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al A
A
N
E |
Al

I
R e R R R
X

IIIHHHHHHHHF
EREXKRKX

FY
Y

FY
A A
oA
Al_M A
A

Ml

Al

Al

Ml

M

Ml

2
-
F
-

i)
A
i |
i

X
i i A
A e

F
A
o
F
|
A
Al
Al
Al
Al
-
F
.
-
EY

A
E
oA A N M
J -
LA e e A M M A
o,
~

)
o
HHHHH

F

Rgkghy

A A K
Al

|

)
n::a:xxxr
A WX
-

i

X

x

Y

x
.
*
A A
P P PPl i P P NP, X B P W P
Mo KX
X .
X
X

-]
Y
o
-]
o,
-
F |
Al A A
o

L PP P PP PP B
iy

J L N,
AN KX .xrx”x”xwxr Xy
L S
M e b

Al
L,
)
Al
‘2
)

)
2
-]

o
N N N
3 3 L

i)

-]
?":H:F'

M M

Al

F
-

J ]

-
oy
H"?l

E |

M

-]

-

H
o,
L,
|
Al
F
L,
o
F
L,
)

E |
o,
o
Y
-
o

A
k]

o,
E
o
F
‘e
‘e

xxxx

.:?!x?'

x‘?" .

o o

E

EY

i

E
e

EY

EY

W

Y
EY)
o
Y

X o x o a n
x

A AR
o

x:x:x
N
2w
2
EY)

] F
?d’?d - HFH

apgie

87432
NOILOZdId




U.S. Patent Jun. 8, 2021 Sheet 5 of 8 US 11,026,561 B2

400

START

DISPLAY A PORTION OF THE HIGH-
RESOLUTION VIDEO IMAGES ON A DISPLAY
OF A LOWER NATIVE RESOLUTION
402

MONITOR A SET OF PREDETERMINED
EVENTS IN THE OFF-SCREEN PORTION OF
THE HIGH-RESOLUTION VIDEG IMAGES
404

AN OFF-SCREEN
EVENT DETECTED?
400

YES

GENERATE A WARNING/ALERT MESSAGE TO
NOTIFY THE USER THAT AN OFF-SCREEN
EVENT HAS BEEN DETECTED
408

TAKE A PROACTIVE ACTION TO MINIMIZE
THE RISK OF THE DETECTED OFF-SCREEN
EVENT
410

END

FIG. 4
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500

START

DISPLAY A PORTION OF THE HIGH-
RESOLUTION VIDEO IMAGES ON A DISPLAY
OF A LOWER NATIVE RESOLUTION
502

DETECT AN END EFFECTOR IN THE PARTIAL-
IMMERSIVE-VIEW AND SUBSEQUENTLY
DETERMINE A LOCATION OF THE TOOL TIP
504

TRACK THE MOVEMENT OF THE TOOL TIP
FROM THE INITIAL LOCATION
506

LOCATION OF THE TOOL
TIP NEAR THE EDGE OF THE
VIEWING WINDOW?
508

YES

SELECT A NEW REGION OF INTEREST
WITHIN THE HIGH-RESOLUTION VIDEO
BASED ON THE CURRENT LOCATION OF THE
TOOL TiP
510

REPOSITION THE VIEWING WINDOW FROM
THE CURRENT LOCATION TO THE NEW RO
TO KEEP THE TOOL TiP ON-SCREEN
512

END

FIG. 5
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600

START

DISPLAY A PORTIN OF THE RHIGH-
RESOLUTION VIDEO IMAGES ON A DISPLAY
OF A LOWER NATIVE RESOLUTION

602

DETECT A GAZE F THE USER AND
SUBSEQUENTLY DETERMINE A LOCATION
OF THE USER'S GAZE ON THE DISPLAY

004

TRACK A MOVEMENT OF THE USER'S GAZE
FROM THE INITIAL LOCATION
006

THE
USER'S GAZE HAS SHIFTED
TO ANEW LOCATION?
008

YES

SELECT A NEW ROI WITHIN THE HIGH-
RESOLUTION VIDEO BASED ON THE
CURRENT LOCATION OF THE USER'S GAZE
610

REPOSITION THE VIEWING WINDOW FROM
THE CURRENT LOCATION TO THE NEW RO/
TO KEEP THE USER’S GAZE NEAR THE
CENTER OF THE DISPLAY
612

END

FIG. 6
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR
AUTOMATICALLY REPOSITIONING A
VIEWABLE AREA WITHIN AN ENDOSCOPE
VIDEO VIEW

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure generally relates to visualization
and user interface technology for displaying endoscopy
videos and, more specifically, to systems, devices and tech-
niques for displaying high-resolution endoscopy videos on
lower-resolution display devices.

BACKGROUND

Driven by the rapid growth of video and imaging tech-
nology, endoscope technology continues to evolve to allow
capturing increasingly higher resolution endoscope videos
and still images. Presently, endoscope systems with tull HD
resolution (1.e., 1080p) have become widely available and
highly affordable. Some advanced endoscope systems are
even capable of capturing videos at ultra-high definition
(UHD) resolutions such as at 4K resolution, making the
captured endoscopic 1mage qualities rival human vision 1n
open surgeries.

However, in many operating rooms, the displays/monitors
assisting surgeons performing endoscopy procedures are not
tully compatible with the captured endoscope 1mage reso-
lutions. For example, a typical HD monitor having a native
resolution of 1920px1080p cannot display higher resolution
images, such as UHD images, without downsampling the
images first to its native resolution. Unfortunately, display-
ing downsampled video 1mages on a display/monitor can
have a number of undesirable eflects. One of these undesir-
able eflects 1s the “black border” eflect when the down-
sampled video 1images do not occupy the full display area of
the monitor. This eflect typically arises when the display
aspect ratio 1s greater than the video-image aspect ratio. For
example, to display downsampled 2560px2160p endoscope
images on a full HD display of 1920px1080p native reso-
lution, the downsampled video 1images may have a 1280px
1080p resolution after mapping each 2x2 block of pixels of
2560px2160p 1mages 1nto a single pixel (e.g., using average/
medium of each of the RGB or YCbCr channels). However,
displaying 1280px1080p 1mages on a 1920px1080p display
results 1n a rather large black border on either side of the
display with the downsampled video images only being
shown 1n the display area between the two black borders.
Although these black borders can be used to display some
surgical-related information such as user-interface (UI)-
related 1cons, such information shown on the display screen
can cause various degrees of distraction to the surgeons
performing the surgical procedures.

SUMMARY

This patent disclosure provides various embodiments of
displaying high-resolution endoscopy videos on a display
device having a screen of a lower native resolution. In some
embodiments, the disclosed visualization system allows for
displaying a portion of the full-resolution endoscope video
centered around a region-of-interest (ROI), such as the tip of
a surgical tool, on the lower-resolution display device.
Moreover, the portion of the full-resolution endoscope
video, which can have the same or substantially the same
resolution as the native resolution of the display device
being displayed, 1s displayed at its original resolution with-
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out being downsampled, thereby providing the user with an
Immersive viewing experience.

In some embodiments, while displaying a portion of the
tull-resolution endoscope video on the display device having
a lower-resolution screen, the displayed portion of the
tull-resolution endoscope video can be changed from a
current ROI of the full-resolution endoscope video to a new
ROI of the full-resolution endoscope video. In various
embodiments, the new ROI can be determined based on a
detected surgical event within the endoscope video, a move-
ment of a surgical tool within the endoscope video, or based
on detecting a change of user’s gaze on the display screen.
In this manner, the full resolution of the display screen
serves as a “viewing window,” which selectively displays
different regions of the full-resolution endoscope video
having the same size as the display screen for the user to
VIEW.

Note that the disclosed visualization system creates an
on-screen/visible portion of the full-resolution endoscope
video (1.e., within the viewing window) and an ofl-screen/
non-visible portion of the full-resolution endoscope video
(1.., outside of the viewing window). In some embodiments,
while displaying a portion of the full-resolution endoscope
video, the disclosed visualization system can monitor the
ofl-screen/non-visible portion of the full-resolution endo-
scope video to detect specific surgical events, such as
complications taking place within the ofl-screen portion of
the full-resolution endoscope video. For example, the dis-
closed visualization system can use a machine-learning-
based and/or computer-vision-based technique on the ofl-
screen portion of the video 1mages to perform surgical event
detections. If such an event i1s detected in the ofl-screen
portion, the disclosed system can automatically notify the
surgeon that such an event 1s taking place and direct the
surgeon to the ofl-screen location associated with the
detected event. In some embodiments, the ofl-screen surgi-
cal events that can be monitored can include, but are not
limited to: surgical complications, such as surgical smoke
and bleeding; states of surgical tools that are ofi-screen, such
as whether the jaws of a surgical tool are closed or open; and
risks to critical anatomies ofl-screen, e.g., an ofl-screen
critical organ getting too close to a sharp surgical tool.

In some embodiments, while displaying a portion of the
tull-resolution endoscope video on the display device with a
lower-resolution screen, the disclosed visualization system
can monitor and track the movement of a surgical tool (e.g.,
the tip of the tool) within the viewing window. For example,
the disclosed visualization system can use a machine-learn-
ing-based and/or computer-vision-based technique on the
on-screen portion of the video images to perform tool
monitoring and tracking functionality. If the system detects
that the tool tip 1s about to go off-screen, the system can
automatically adjust/reposition the viewing window within
the full-resolution endoscope video to keep the tool tip on
the screen and visible, thereby preventing the surgeon from
having to manually adjust the location of the viewing
window or the endoscope camera inside the patient to keep
the tool tip on the screen. In some embodiments, the
disclosed system can combine the above-described tool-
tracking functionality and an eye-tracking functionality to
determine the focal point of the user’s eyes (1.e., the gaze)
on the display screen. The disclosed system can also adjust
the viewing window within the full-resolution endoscope
video by following the movement of the user’s gaze, so that
the viewing window can be centered around the location of
the user’s gaze. This technique also allows the user to move
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the viewing window within the full-resolution endoscope
video by simply changing the gaze.

In some embodiments, while displaying a portion of the
tull-resolution endoscope video on the display device with a
lower-resolution screen, the disclosed visualization system
allows the user to manually adjust the viewing window
within the full-resolution endoscope video from one ROI to
another ROI without having to move the endoscope 1nside
the patient. In particular, the disclosed visualization system
can be configured to allow the user to use one or more user
interface devices (UIDs), such as a foot pedal and/or a hand
controller to move the viewing window to a new ROI within
the endoscope video. In doing so, the new region of display
continues to occupy the tull viewing window to provide the
surgeon with an 1mmersive viewing experience without
creating any black border space on either side of the screen.

In one aspect, a process for displaying video images of a
surgical video captured at a first resolution on a screen of a
surgical system having a second resolution lower than the
first resolution 1s disclosed. This process can begin by
selecting a first portion of the video 1images having the same
or substantially the same resolution as the second resolution.
The process subsequently displays the first portion of the
video 1mages on the screen. While displaying the first
portion of the video images, the process also monitors a
second portion of the video 1mages not being displayed on
the screen for a set of predetermined events. This second
portion of the video 1mages 1s not visible to the user. When
a predetermined event 1n the set of predetermined events 1s
detected 1 the second portion of the video images, the
process generates an alert to notily the user that an ofl-screen
event has been detected.

In some embodiments, the first resolution 1s greater than
the second resolution 1n both the horizontal and the vertical
dimensions. Moreover, the first portion of the video images
1s substantially the center portion of the video images.

In some embodiments, the process selects the first portion
of the video 1image by selecting a portion of the video image
centered on a tip of a surgical tool captured by the video
1mages.

In some embodiments, while displaying the first portion
of the video 1mages, the first portion of the video 1mages
occupies the full display area of the screen without leaving
any blank space on the screen.

In some embodiments, the process monitors the second
portion of the video images for the set of predetermined
events by using one or more machine-learning models to
process the second portion of the video 1mages 1n order to
detect each of the set of predetermined events.

In some embodiments, the process generates the alert to
notily the user that an off-screen event has been detected by
displaying a warning message on the screen to prompt the
user to take appropriate action.

In some embodiments, the alert on the screen includes a
direction 1ndicator to show the user a direction 1n which the
ofl-screen event was detected.

In some embodiments, when the ofl-screen event 1s
detected, the process immediately changes the view on the
screen Irom the first portion of the video images to a third
portion of the video 1mages, which contains the detected
olil-screen event.

In some embodiments, the third portion of the video
images overlaps with the first portion and the second portion
of the video images and has the same size as the first portion
of the video 1mages.

In some embodiments, when the off-screen event 1is
detected, the process immediately changes the view on the
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screen from the first portion of the video 1mages to the full
video 1images displayed at a reduced resolution to make the
detected ofl-screen event visible to the user.

In some embodiments, after generating the alert to notify
the user that an ofl-screen event has been detected, the
process further includes the steps of: (1) providing the user
with a selection option to either change the view on the
screen from the first portion of the video 1images to another

il

portion of the video images containing the detected ofl-
screen event or change the view on the screen from the first
portion of the video images to the full video 1images dis-
played at a reduced resolution; (2) receiving a user selection
in response to the selection option; and (3) changing the
view on the screen based on the received user selection to
make the detected off-screen event visible to the user.

In some embodiments, after generating the alert to notily
the user that an ofi-screen event has been detected, the
process allows the user to manually change the view on the
screen from the first portion of the video 1images to another

il

portion of the video images containing the detected ofl-
screen event 1n response to the alert.

In some embodiments, the set of predetermined events
includes surgical smoke and bleeding.

In some embodiments, the set of predetermined events
includes a set of surgical tool-related events, which further
includes: (1) whether the jaws of a surgical tool detected
ofl-screen are closed or open; and (2) whether a tip of a
surgical tool detected ofl-screen 1s too close to a critical
anatomy.

In some embodiments, if the detected predetermined
event 1s one of the set of surgical tool-related events, the
process immediately deactivates functionalities or locking
motion of a surgical tool associated with the detected
surgical tool-related event.

In some embodiments, the surgical video i1s one of: an
endoscopic surgery video; a laparoscopic surgery video; a
robotic surgery video; and an open surgery video.

In another aspect, a system for displaying a surgical video
1s disclosed. This system can include: one or more proces-
sors; and a screen having a native resolution. Moreover, the
one or more processors are configured to: receive a surgical
video comprising a sequence of video 1mages captured at a
first resolution for display on the screen, wherein the first
resolution 1s greater than the native resolution of the screen;
for each video 1image in the sequence of video 1mages, select
a first portion of the video image having the same or
substantially the same resolution as the native resolution to
display on the screen; while displaying the first portion of
the video 1mages, monitor a second portion of the video
images not being displayed on the screen for a set of
predetermined events, wherein the second portion of the
video 1mages 1s not visible to the user; and if a predeter-
mined event 1n the set of predetermined events 1s detected 1n
the second portion of the video 1mages, generate an alert to
notify the user that an ofi-screen event has been detected.

In some embodiments, when the ofl-screen event 1s
detected, the one or more processors are further configured
to immediately change the view on the screen from the first
portion of the video 1images to a third portion of the video
images, which contains the detected ofl-screen event. Alter-
natively, when the off-screen event 1s detected, the one or
more processors can be further configured to immediately
change the view on the screen from the first portion of the
video 1mages to the full video images displayed at a reduced
resolution to make the detected ofl-screen event visible to
the user.
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In some embodiments, after generating the alert to notify
the user that an ofl-screen event has been detected, the one
or more processors are further configured to: provide the
user with a selection option to either change the view on the
screen from the first portion of the video 1images to another
portion of the video images containing the detected ofl-
screen event or change the view on the screen from the first
portion of the video images to the full video 1mages dis-
played at a reduced resolution; receive a user selection in
response to the selection option; and change the view on the

screen based on the received user selection to make the
detected off-screen event visible to the user.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The structure and operation of the present disclosure will
be understood from a review of the following detailed
description and the accompanying drawings in which like
reference numerals refer to like parts and 1n which:

FIG. 1 shows a diagram illustrating an exemplary oper-
ating room environment with a robotic surgical system for
implementing the disclosed visualization system 1n accor-
dance with some embodiments described herein.

FIG. 2A shows an exemplary visualization solution for
displaying a high-resolution endoscope video i1mage of
2560px2160p resolution on a display of 1920px1080p
native resolution 1 accordance with some embodiments
described herein.

FIG. 2B shows an exemplary visualization solution for
displaying the same high-resolution video 1mage of 2560px
2160p resolution on the display of 1920px1080p native
resolution without downsampling the high-resolution image
in accordance with some embodiments described herein.

FI1G. 3 1llustrates an exemplary scenario of detection of an
ofl-screen tool-related event while displaying a full-resolu-
tion endoscope video 1n the partial-immersive-view mode in
accordance with some embodiments described herein.

FIG. 4 presents a flowchart illustrating an exemplary
process for displaying a high-resolution endoscope video on
a display of a lower native resolution in the partial-immer-
sive-view mode while detecting an off-screen event 1n
accordance with some embodiments described hereim.

FIG. 5 presents a flowchart illustrating an exemplary
process for displaying a high-resolution endoscope video on
a display of a lower native resolution in the partial-immer-
sive-view mode while tracking the movement of a surgical
tool within the partial-immersive-view 1n accordance with
some embodiments described herein.

FIG. 6 presents a flowchart illustrating an exemplary
process for displaying a high-resolution endoscope video on
a display of a lower native resolution 1n the partial-immer-
sive-view mode while tracking a user’s focus/gaze on the
display in accordance with some embodiments described
herein.

FIG. 7 conceptually illustrates a computer system with
which some embodiments of the subject technology can be
implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description set forth below 1s itended as a
description of various configurations of the subject technol-
ogy and 1s not intended to represent the only configurations
in which the subject technology may be practiced. The
appended drawings are imncorporated herein and constitute a
part of the detailed description. The detailed description
includes specific details for the purpose of providing a
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thorough understanding of the subject technology. However,
the subject technology 1s not limited to the specific details
set forth herein and may be practiced without these specific
details. In some 1instances, structures and components are
shown 1n block diagram form in order to avoid obscuring the
concepts of the subject technology.

Recorded videos of medical procedures such as surgeries
contain highly valuable and rich information for medical
education and training, assessing and analyzing the quality
of the surgeries and skills of the surgeons, and for improving
the outcomes of the surgeries and skills of the surgeons.
There are many surgical procedures that involve displaying
and capturing video 1mages of the surgical procedures. For
example, almost all minimally 1nvasive procedures, such as
endoscopy, laparoscopy, and arthroscopy, involve using
video cameras and video images to assist the surgeons.
Furthermore, state-oi-the-art robotic-assisted surgeries
require 1ntraoperative video images being captured and
displayed on the monitors for the surgeons. Consequently,
for many of the atorementioned surgical procedures, e.g., a
gastric sleeve or prostatectomy, a large cache of surgical
videos already exists and continues to be created as a result
of a large number of surgical cases performed by many
different surgeons from different hospitals. The simple fact
of the existence of a huge (and constantly increasing)
number of surgical videos of a particular surgical procedure
allows for processing and analyzing the surgical videos of
the given procedure using machine-learning-based
approaches.

This patent disclosure provides various embodiments of
displaying high-resolution endoscopy videos on a display
device having a screen of a lower native resolution. In some
embodiments, the disclosed visualization system allows for
displaying a portion of the full-resolution endoscope video
centered around a region-of-interest (ROI), such as the tip of
a surgical tool, on the lower-resolution display device.
Moreover, the portion of the full-resolution endoscope
video, which can have the same or substantially the same
resolution as the native resolution of the display device
being displayed, 1s displayed at its original resolution with-
out being downsampled, thereby providing the user with an
Immersive viewing experience.

In some embodiments, while displaying a portion of the
tull-resolution endoscope video on the display device having
a lower-resolution screen, the displayed portion of the
full-resolution endoscope video can be changed from a
current ROI of the full-resolution endoscope video to a new
ROI of the full-resolution endoscope video. In various
embodiments, the new ROI can be determined based on a
detected surgical event within the endoscope video, a move-
ment of a surgical tool within the endoscope video, or
detecting a change of user’s gaze on the display screen. In
this manner, the full-resolution of the display screen serves
as a “viewing window,” which selectively displays difierent
regions of the full-resolution endoscope video having the
same size as the display screen for the user to view.

Note that the disclosed visualization system creates an
on-screen/visible portion of the full-resolution endoscope
video (1.e., within the viewing window) and an ofl-screen/
non-visible portion of the full-resolution endoscope video
(1.e., outside of the viewing window). In some embodiments,
while displaying a portion of the full-resolution endoscope
video, the disclosed visualization system can monitor the
ofl-screen/non-visible portion of the full-resolution endo-
scope video to detect specific surgical events, such as
complications taking place within the ofl-screen portion of
the full-resolution endoscope video. For example, the dis-
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closed visualization system can use a machine-learning-
based and/or computer-vision-based technique on the ofl-
screen portion of the video 1mages to perform surgical event
detection. If such an event i1s detected in the ofl-screen
portion, the disclosed system can automatically notify the
surgeon that such an event 1s taking place and direct the
surgeon to the ofl-screen location associated with the
detected event. In some embodiments, the ofl-screen surgi-
cal events that can be monitored can include, but are not
limited to: surgical complications, such as surgical smoke
and bleeding; states of surgical tools that are ofl-screen, such
as whether the jaws of a surgical tool are closed or open; and
risks to critical anatomies ofl-screen, e.g., an ofl-screen
critical organ getting too close to a sharp surgical tool.

In some embodiments, while displaying a portion of the
tull-resolution endoscope video on the display device with a
lower-resolution screen, the disclosed visualization system
can monitor and track the movement of a surgical tool (e.g.,
an end eflector or a tip of the tool) within the viewing
window. For example, the disclosed visualization system
can use a machine-learning-based and/or computer-vision-
based technique on the on-screen portion of the video
images to perform tool monitoring and tracking functional-
ity. If the system detects that the tool tip 1s ofl-center, close
to an edge of the screen, or about to go off-screen, the system
can automatically adjust/reposition the viewing window
within the full-resolution endoscope video to keep the tool
t1p visible and at the center of the screen, thereby preventing
the surgeon from having to manually adjust the location of
the viewing window or the endoscope camera inside the
patient to keep the tool tip on the screen. In some embodi-
ments, the disclosed system can combine the above-de-
scribed tool-tracking functionality and an eye-tracking func-
tionality to determine the focal point of the user’s eyes (1.e.,
the gaze) on the display screen. The disclosed system can
also adjust the viewing window within the full-resolution
endoscope video by following the movement of the user’s
gaze, so that the viewing window can be centered around the
location of the user’s gaze. This technique also allows the
user to move the viewing window within the tull-resolution
endoscope video by simply changing the gaze.

In some embodiments, while displaying a portion of the
tull-resolution endoscope video on the display device with a
lower-resolution screen, the disclosed visualization system
allows the user to manually adjust the viewing window
within the full-resolution endoscope video from one ROI to
another ROI without having to move the endoscope 1nside
the patient. In particular, the disclosed visualization system
can be configured to allow the user to use one or more user
interface devices (UIDs) and/or one or more foot pedals to
move the viewing window to a new ROI within the endo-
scope video. In doing so, the new region of display continues
to occupy the full viewing window to provide the surgeon
with an immersive viewing experience without creating any
black border space on either side of the screen.

FIG. 1 shows a diagram 1illustrating an exemplary oper-
ating room environment with a robotic surgical system 100
for implementing the disclosed wvisualization system 1n
accordance with some embodiments described herein. As
shown 1n FIG. 1, robotic surgical system 100 comprises a
surgeon console 120, a control tower 130, and one or more
surgical robotic arms 112 located at a robotic surgical
platform 116 (e.g., a table or a bed etc.), where surgical tools
with end eflectors are attached to the distal ends of the
robotic arms 112 for executing a surgical procedure. The
robotic arms 112 are shown as a table-mounted system, but
in other configurations, the robotic arms may be mounted 1n
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a cart, ceiling or sidewall, or other suitable support surface.
Robotic surgical system 100 can include any currently
existing or future-developed robot-assisted surgical systems
for performing robot-assisted surgeries.

Generally, a user/operator 140, such as a surgeon or other
operator, may use the user console 120 to remotely manipu-
late the robotic arms 112 and/or surgical instruments (e.g.,
teleoperation). User console 120 may be located 1n the same
operating room as robotic surgical system 100, as shown 1n
FIG. 1. In other environments, user console 120 may be
located 1n an adjacent or nearby room, or teleoperated from
a remote location 1n a different building, city, or country.
User console 120 may comprise a seat 132, foot-operated
controls 134, one or more handheld user intertace devices
(UIDs) 136, and at least one user display 138 configured to
display, for example, a view of the surgical site inside a
patient. As shown i1n the exemplary user console 120, a
surgeon located in the seat 132 and viewing the user display
138 may manipulate the foot-operated controls 134 and/or
UIDs 136 to remotely control the robotic arms 112 and/or
surgical mstruments mounted to the distal ends of the arms.

In some variations, a user may also operate robotic
surgical system 100 1n an “over the bed” (OTB) mode, 1n
which the user 1s at the patient’s side and simultaneously
mampulating a robotically driven tool/end effector attached
thereto (e.g., with a handheld user interface device (UID)
136 held in one hand) and a manual laparoscopic tool. For
example, the user’s left hand may be manipulating a hand-
held UID 136 to control a robotic surgical component, while
the user’s right hand may be manipulating a manual lapa-
roscopic tool. Thus, in these variations, the user may per-
form both robotic-assisted (minimally invasive surgery)
MIS and manual laparoscopic surgery on a patient.

During an exemplary procedure or surgery, the patient 1s
prepped and draped 1n a sterile fashion to achieve anesthesia.
Initial access to the surgical site may be performed manually
with robotic surgical system 100 in a stowed or withdrawn
configuration to facilitate access to the surgical site. Once
the access 1s achieved, 1mitial positioning and/or preparation
of the robotic system may be performed. During the proce-
dure, a surgeon 1n the user console 120 may use the
foot-operated controls 134 and/or UIDs 136 to manipulate
various surgical tools/end eflectors and/or imaging systems
to perform the surgery. Manual assistance may also be
provided at the procedure table by sterile-gowned personnel,
who may perform tasks including, but not limited to, retract-
ing tissues or performing manual repositioning or tool
exchange mmvolving one or more robotic arms 112. Non-
sterile personnel may also be present to assist the surgeon at
the user console 120. When the procedure or surgery 1s
completed, robotic surgical system 100 and/or user console
120 may be configured or set 1n a state to facilitate one or
more post-operative procedures including, but not limited to,
robotic surgical system 100 cleaning and/or sterilization,
and/or healthcare record entry or printout, whether elec-
tronic or hard copy, such as via the user console 120.

In some aspects, the communication between robotic
surgical platform 116 and user console 120 may be through
control tower 130, which may translate user commands from
the user console 120 to robotic control commands and
transmit them to robotic surgical platform 116. Control
tower 130 may also transmit status and feedback from
robotic surgical platform 116 back to user console 120. The
connections between robotic surgical platform 116, user
console 120 and control tower 130 can be via wired and/or
wireless connections, and can be proprietary and/or per-
formed using any of a variety of data communication
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protocols. Any wired connections may be optionally built
into the tloor and/or walls or ceiling of the operating room.
Robotic surgical system 100 can provide video output to one
or more displays, including displays within the operating
room as well as remote displays accessible via the Internet
or other networks. The video output or feed may also be
encrypted to ensure privacy and all or portions of the video
output may be saved to a server or electronic healthcare
record system.

In some embodiments, the disclosed visualization system
for displaying high-resolution endoscopy videos on display
devices with lower-resolution screens can be implemented
on control tower 130 to control the display of the captured
endoscopy videos from robotic surgical platform 116 on user
display 138, which may have a lower resolution than the
captured endoscopy videos. Moreover, other disclosed tunc-
tionalities of the proposed visualization system, such as
ofl-screen event detection can be performed on control
tower 130. Note that while FIG. 1 describes a robotic
surgical system for implementing the disclosed visualization
system, the application of the disclosed visualization system
1s not limited to robotic surgical systems. Generally, the
disclosed visualization system and its associated techniques
can be used within any surgical procedures that ivolve
capturing and displaying video images of the surgical pro-
cedures can employ. For example, these surgical procedures
can include almost all minimally invasive procedures, such
as endoscopy, laparoscopy, and arthroscopy, which mvolve
using video cameras and video 1mages to assist the surgeons.
We now describe the disclosed visualization system in more
detail below.

In some embodiments, when the native resolution of a
display screen of the display device (or stmply the “display,”
the “screen” or the “display screen” heremaiter, which are
used interchangeably) 1s less than the image resolution of an
endoscope video, the disclosed visualization system can use
the full resolution of the display screen to display a portion/
region of the full-resolution endoscope video at 1ts original
resolution, creating an effect of placing a viewing window of
the native resolution inside the full-resolution endoscope
video. For example, 1f the native resolution of a display
screen 15 1920px1080p, to display high-resolution video
images of 2560px2160p resolution, the disclosed visualiza-
tion system 1s configured to select just a 1920px1080p
portion (e.g., the center portion) of the 2560px2160p video
images to be displayed on the screen. In doing so, the
disclosed system can take advantage of the full screen
resolution of the display screen and the high-resolution
nature of the video 1mages to provide the user, such as a
surgeon 140 in robotic surgical system 100, with a full
Immersive viewing experience.

FIG. 2A shows an exemplary visualization solution for
displaying a high-resolution endoscope video image 200 of
2560px2160p resolution on a display 202 of 1920px1080p
native resolution in accordance with some embodiments
described herein. In the embodiment shown, to fit the entire
2560px2160p image 200 mnto display 202, which has a much
lower resolution than the image being displayed, the high
resolution 1image 200 1s first downsampled by mapping each
2x2 block of pixels of the 2560px2160p 1image mnto a single
pixel, which subsequently generates a downsampled 1mage
204 of 1280px1080p resolution (1llustrated as the shaded
area within the inset image 1 FIG. 2A). In some embodi-
ments, downsampling high-resolution 1image 200 1nvolves
computing the average/medium of each 2x2 block for each
of the RGB or YCbCr channels of the 2560px2160p 1mage.

The downsampled image 204, which has a lower resolution
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than the native resolution of display 202, can then be
displayed 1n its entirety on display 202.

As can be seen in FIG. 2A, when displaying down-
sampled 1image 204 within display 202, the vertical resolu-
tion ol downsampled 1mage 204 can {it in the full extent of
display 202. This display option would allow the surgeon to
always see the entire endoscope video (also referred to as
“endoscope view” heremafter) without ever missing an
event taking place within the full endoscope view. For this
reason, the visualization solution for the high-resolution
image or video depicted 1n FIG. 2A 1s also referred to as the
“full-image-view mode” below. However, the horizontal
resolution of downsampled 1mage 204 only takes up the
center region of display 202, thereby creating empty border
regions 264 and 208. Although one can use the border
regions 206 and 208 to display relevant surgical information,
such a one-screen display can feel like an annoyance or
distraction to some users/surgeons when viewing the down-
sampled video 1images on display 202. Moreover, plenty of
detailed/useful information in the original 2560px2160p
resolution 1mage 200 1s lost 1n the downsampled 1image 204
shown on display 202.

FIG. 2B shows an exemplary visualization solution for
displaying the same high-resolution video image 200 of
2560px2160p resolution on display 202 of 1920px1080p
native resolution without downsampling the high-resolution
image 200 1n accordance with some embodiments described
herein. In this embodiment, the disclosed visualization sys-
tem first selects a region of interest (ROI) 210 of 1920px
1080p 1n resolution/size from the original 2560px2160p
image 200, and subsequently extracts and displays the
selected ROI 210 on display 202. As shown i FIG. 2B,
because the extracted ROI 210 (shown by a dashed rectan-
gular box overlapping the display border of display 202) 1s
identical 1n size to the display resolution, when displaying
ROI 210 on display 202, ROI 210 takes up the entire
1920px1080p display area without leaving any blank space.
Note that this display technique separates high-resolution
video image 200 into an on-screen/visible region, 1.e., ROI
210 and an off-screen/non-visible region 212 outside of ROI
210. Off-screen region 212, which surrounds ROI 210, is
intentionally grayed out to indicate that 1t 1s not visible to a
user when ROI 210 1s being displayed. In the embodiment
shown 1n FIG. 2B, ROI 210 1s selected and extracted from
substantially the center region of the original video image
200. In other embodiments, ROI 210 can be selected so that
it 1s centered on a tip of a surgical tool captured 1n video
image 200, such as tool tip 214. In such embodiments, an
image processing technique with tool detection and recog-
nition functions (e.g., a machine-learning-based or a com-
puter-vision-based technique) can be used to first detect the
tool and subsequently determine the location of tool tip 214.
However, if no tool 1s mitially detected 1n 1mage 200, the
system can simply select and extract the center portion of
image 200 as the imitial ROI 210.

Using the partial-image-view (or “partial-view’ hereinat-
ter) technmique of FIG. 2B, each high-resolution video image
200 1s divided 1nto an on-screen portion that 1s visible to the
user and an ofl-screen portion that 1s not visible to the user.
The user looking at display 202 gets an immersive viewing
experience of the on-screen portion of the high-resolution
video 1mage 200 at 1ts original resolution, which fills up the
entire 1920px1080p screen resolution, without any of the
annoying blank space on either side of the displayed partial
image. Note that during an active surgical procedure, any
event taking place within the on-screen portion of the
tull-resolution endoscope video can be directly observed by
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the user at 1ts original resolution to trigger a proper response
from the user. However, without the complete view of the
tull-resolution endoscope video, an event taking place
within the off-screen region 212 of the video image 202
cannot be instantly observed by the user.

In the discussion below, the wvisualization technique
depicted i FIG. 2B 1s also referred to as the “partial-
immersive-view technique” because a portion of the high-
resolution 1mage 1s selected and displayed at its original
resolution on a display having the same or substantially the
same resolution as the portion of the high-resolution 1mage,
providing the user with an immersive viewing experience.
Similarly, the visualization solution for the high-resolution
image 200 and the associated high-resolution video as
depicted in FIG. 2B 1s also referred to as the “partial-
immersive-view mode” below, which 1s 1n contrast to the
full-image-view mode described above.

In some embodiments, when using the partial-immersive-
view technique to selectively access a portion of the high-
resolution video images without downsampling, a user can
manually navigate among the high-resolution video 1mages
to cause different portions of the high-resolution video
images to be displayed on the screen and become visible to
the user. In other words, the full display screen serving as the
“viewing window” can be “moved” around within the
boundary of the full endoscope view so that the user can
monitor different portions of the high-resolution video
images (e.g., of an endoscope video). For example, within
robotic surgery system 100 described 1n FIG. 1, surgeon 140
at the surgeon bridge/console 120 can use UIDs 136, a foot
pedal, or a combination of the UIDs and foot pedal, to
reposition the viewing window within the full endoscope
video. Referring to FIG. 2B for example, allowing the user
to manually navigate within the full 2560px2160p resolution
image 200 can enable the user to change the location of the
1920px1080p display area (i.e., the viewing window) to any
portion of full 2560px2160p image 200. For example, the
user can manually adjust the viewing window from the
initial ROI 210 at the center of video image 200 to ROI 216
(1.e., the dashed rectangular box 216) at the upper left
portion of the video image 200 along the direction 220.
Using this manual navigation technique, any portion of the
tull-resolution endoscope video 1s accessible to the user
even though only one portion of the full-resolution video can
be displayed/viewed at any given time.

In some embodiments, the full-image-view technique of
FIG. 2A and partial-immersive-view technique of FIG. 2B
can be combined to provide a user with a mechanism to
switch between these two viewing modes on a display. For
example, the disclosed visualization system may begin to
show the endoscope video in full-image-view mode to
provide the user with an overview of the anatomy and tool
placement/status at a reduced resolution. This display mode
also allows the user to view surgical-procedure-related
information displayed in the border regions (e.g., borders
206 and 208) on the screen. Next, when the user wants to
focus on the end eflector or tool-tip action at full resolution,
the user can use UIDs, a foot pedal, or a combination
thereol, to toggle the display model to the partial-immer-
sive-view mode, e.g., by interacting with a designated 1con
on the display.

In some embodiments, before switching the display/
viewing mode, the user can also physically adjust the
endoscope 1nside the patient so that the tip of the tool 1s
substantially at the center of the endoscope view. Hence, 11
the disclosed system automatically selects the center portion
of the full endoscope video for display in the partial-
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immersive-view mode, the corresponding partial-immer-
sive-view, 1.€., the display, can remain centered on the tip of
tool after the display mode has been switched. In other
embodiments, however, the user does not need to physically
adjust the endoscope to center on the tool tip before switch-
ing the display mode. Instead, the disclosed system can
apply a computer vision or a machine learning operation to
automatically locate the tool tip in the full endoscope video.
Next, when the user chooses to switch the display mode, the
system automatically selects and displays the portion of the
video 1mages that are centered on the determined tool tip
location 1n the partial-immersive-view mode. After a period
of time working 1n the partial-immersive-view mode, if the
user decides to switch back to the full-image-view mode, the
user can again manually (e.g., by interacting with the
designated 1con on the display) exit the partial-immersive-
view mode and return to the full-image-view mode.

Note that when a surgeon performs a surgical procedure
in the partial-immersive-view mode, even if the surgeon has
the option to navigate to another portion of the full endo-

scope view, and the option to switch back and forth between
the partial-immersive-view mode and the full-image-view
mode, the surgeon still cannot see the off-screen portion of
the full-resolution video images during the time period
associated with the partial-immersive-view mode. As a
result, the surgeon may not be able to react, or react fast
enough, to an event taking place 1n the ofl:

-screen portion of
the video 1mages that requires the attention or immediate
action of the surgeon.

Hence, this patent disclosure also provides wvarious
embodiments of an off-screen video 1mage processing tech-
nique that can process the high-resolution video 1mages in
the background independently of displaying the selected
portion/ROI of the high-resolution video images on the
screen. More specifically, while displaying a high-resolution
endoscope video 1n the partial-immersive-view mode, the
disclosed system can also run one or more monitoring
programs 1n the background that are designed to detect a set
of predetermmed events 1n the ofl-screen region (e.g., ofl-
screen region 212) of the video images. In some embodi-
ments, each of the monitoring programs can use a computer-
vision-based technique or a deep-learning (DL)-based
technique, or a combination of both. In some embodiments,
the predetermined events that can be detected within the
ofl-screen portion of the video 1images can include surgical
complications such as bleeding or surgical smoke, which
would often require the immediate attention of the surgeon
performing the procedure in the partial-immersive-view
mode. For example, if a patient 1s bleeding off-screen and
the surgeon does not realize this event 1s happening, the
disclosed system can automatically notity the surgeon that
this bleeding event 1s taking place and direct the surgeon to
the event location.

In some embodiments, multiple DL models can be con-
structed such that each of the DL models 1s used to detect a
particular type of surgical complication. In other embodi-
ments, a single DL model can be constructed to simultane-
ously detect two or more types ol surgical complications
including bleeding and surgical smoke. In various embodi-
ments, each of the DL models for detecting complication
events can include a regression model, a deep neural net-
work-based model, a support vector machine, a decision
tree, a Naive Bayes classifier, a Bayesian network, or a
k-nearest neighbors (KNN) model. In some embodiments,
cach of these DL models 1s constructed based on a convo-
lutional neural network (CNN) architecture, a recurrent
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neural network (RNN) architecture, or another form of deep
neural network (DNN) architecture.

By monitoring and detecting complication events in the
background while the display 1s in the partial-immersive-
view mode, the disclosed system can automatically notify
the surgeon once such an event has been detected, e.g., by
displaying a warning or an alert message on the display
screen. In some embodiments, the warning or the alert
message can be configured in the form of or 1n combination
with an arrow or other direction indicator to indicate and/or
direct the surgeon to the location of the detected off-screen
event. Referring to FIG. 2B, assuming that an off-screen
complication event has been detected within a region 222
near the lower left corner of the endoscope view, the
disclosed system can display a warning 1n the form of an
arrow 224 on display 202 pointing to the location of event
region 222.

In some embodiments, upon detecting the ofl-screen
complication event and displaying the associated warning/
alert, the disclosed system can automatically change the
partial-immersive-view on the display from the current ROI
to a new portion of the full endoscope view, which contains
the detected ofl-screen event. Alternatively, the disclosed
system can wait for a user response to the event warning/
alert and only change the view on the display to the region
containing the detected event when an 1nstruction 1s received
from the user 1n response to the event warning/alert. As yet
another alternative, the user can manually change the view
from the current immersive view to the portion of the tull
video 1mages containing the detected event by following an
on-screen direction indicator, such as arrow 224. In the
example shown i FIG. 2B, the user can reposition the
viewing window from ROI 210 to a new ROI 226 (1.¢., the
dashed rectangular box at the lower left portion of the full
image 200) of the same 1920px1080p size containing event
region 222 along the direction indicated by warning arrow
224,

In addition to detecting off-screen complications, the
disclosed system can also assist the surgeon 1n detecting and
identifving tool-related ofi-screen events. In some embodi-
ments, the tool-related ofl-screen events can include but are
not limited to: (1) types of the tools that are present in the
ofl-screen region of the endoscope view; (2) locations of the
tools that are present in the ofl-screen region of the endo-
scope view; and (3) states of the tools that are present in the
ofl-screen region of the endoscope view. A state of a tool
herein can refer to whether the jaws of the tool are closed
(clamped down) or open. Monitoring the type, location,
and/or state of tools present 1n the off-screen region of the
endoscope view can add a level of safety to the surgical
procedure. For example, monitoring the location of a given
tool can help 1n detecting when the tool tip 1s approaching
a critical anatomy 1n the off-screen region of the endoscope
view, or 1f a given tool 1s engaged on the tissue in the
ofl-screen region of the endoscope view when 1t 1s not
supposed to be engaged.

Note that multiple deep-learning models can be con-
structed to analyze ofl-screen portions of the video 1mages
to detect and 1dentify different types of tools, diflerent states
(e.g., open or closed) of a given tool, and different anatomies
in the vicinity of an off

-screen tool. In various embodiments,
cach of the multiple deep-learning models for detecting and
identifying different tool-related events can include a regres-
sion model, a deep neural network-based model, a support
vector machine, a decision tree, a Naive Bayes classifier, a
Bayesian network, or a k-nearest neighbors (KNN) model.
In some embodiments, each of these deep-learning models
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1s constructed based on a convolutional neural network
(CNN) architecture, a recurrent neural network (RNN)
architecture, or another form of deep neural network (DNN)
architecture.

When an off-screen tool-related event 1s detected that
indicates a suflicient level of risk (e.g., when a tool tip 1s
approaching a critical anatomy ofl-screen), the disclosed
system can display a warning or an alert on the screen to
prompt the user/surgeon to take appropriate action. In some
embodiments, upon detecting the ofl-screen tool-related
event and displaying the associated warning/alert, the dis-
closed system can automatically change the current partial-
immersive-view on the display from the current ROI to a
new portion ol the endoscope video that contains the
detected tool-related event. Alternatively, the disclosed sys-
tem can wait for a user response to the event warning/alert
and only change the view on the display to the region
containing the detected tool-related event when an 1nstruc-
tion 1s received from the user in response to the event
warning/alert. As yet another alternative, the user can manu-
ally change the view from the current immersive view to the
portion of the full video 1mages containing the detected
tool-related event by following an on-screen direction indi-
cator, such as an arrow. In some embodiments, as an added
level of safety, the disclosed system can immediately deac-
tivate functionalities or lock motion of a tool detected 1n the
ofl-screen region of the endoscope view. Additionally, the
disclosed system can generate a critical alert to the surgeon
i the detected tool 1s approaching a critical anatomy 1n the
ofl-screen region of the endoscope view, thereby allowing
the surgeon to take immediate action.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary scenario of detection of an
ofl-screen tool-related event while displaying a full-resolu-
tion endoscope video 1n the partial-immersive-view mode 1n
accordance with some embodiments described herein. As
can be seen 1n FIG. 3, a full-resolution video image 300
represents the tull 2560px2160p resolution endoscope view.
A portion of 1image 300 of 1920px1080p resolution within
the white rectangular box at the center of 1mage 300 repre-
sents the current partial-immersive-view/ROI 302 on a dis-
play (not explicitly shown) of the same 1920px1080p native
resolution. In one scenario, a surgeon 1s 1nitially looking at
the partial-immersive-view within ROI 302. Next, a tool 304
enters the full endoscope view from the upper right corner
but remains in the off-screen portion (i.e., regions outside
ROI 302) of image 300, thereby not being visible to the
surgeon. However, the disclosed system i1s configured to
detect tool 304 1n the off-screen portion of the image 300 and
subsequently generate an alert to the surgeon. Upon receiv-
ing the alert, the surgeon can take proper action to respond
to the alert, such as instructing the system to reposition the
viewing window from the current partial-immersive-view
within ROI 302 to the upper right region of 1image 300, or
to manually reposition the viewing window. Alfter reposi-
tioning the viewing window, the new partial-immersive-
view 1s then displayed iside a new ROI 310 of 1920px
1080p 1n size indicated by a white rectangular box with
dashed lines containing the detected ofl-screen tool 304.
Note that FIG. 3 also shows six short white lines with arrows
pointing outward from ROI 302 to six different directions,
such as directions 312 and 314. These arrows simply show
that the disclosed system can reposition the viewing window
from a current ROI to any portion of the full-resolution
endoscope video, subsequently making that portion of the
endoscope video wvisible. Hence, the disclosed viewing-
window/ROI repositioning technique 1s not limited to direc-
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tion 316 and ROI 310 in the upper right portion of the
tull-resolution endoscope video.

In some embodiments, after an ofl-screen event (which
can be an ofl-screen complication event or an ofl-screen
tool-related event) has been detected during the partial-
immersive-view mode, 1mstead of repositioning the viewing
window to make the event visible while staying in the
partial-immersive-view mode, the disclosed system can
switch the display mode from the partial-immersive-view
mode to the full-image-view mode so that the surgeon can
observe the entire endoscope view including both the
detected event and the current on-screen portion of the
endoscope view. This display option 1s useful when the
surgeon does not want to lose track of the current work
within the current partial-immersive-view but also wants to
see the detected ofl-screen event. To implement this display
option, the system can simply display a warning or an alert
message on the screen when the off-screen event 1s detected.
Next, the surgeon can respond to the warning or alert
message by manually switching the display mode to the
tull-image-view mode, e.g., by interacting with a designated
icon on the display. In some embodiments, after displaying
the warning or alert, the disclosed system can also provide
the surgeon with the options to either switch to the full-
image-view mode or to reposition the viewing window to
the event region while staying 1n the partial-immersive-view
mode. The disclosed system can then display the detected
oll-screen event using one of the two display options accord-
ing to a received decision from the surgeon. In yet another
embodiment, however, the disclosed system can automati-
cally switch the display to the full-image-view mode when
an ofl-screen event 1s detected without prompting and wait-
ing for a response from the surgeon. However, this display
option generates an abrupt display change on the display that
may not be desirable 1n terms of user experience.

FIG. 4 presents a flowchart illustrating an exemplary
process 400 for displaying a high-resolution endoscope
video on a display of a lower native resolution in the
partial-immersive-view mode while detecting an ofl-screen
event 1 accordance with some embodiments described
herein. In one or more embodiments, one or more of the
steps 1n FIG. 4 may be omitted, repeated, and/or performed

in a different order. Accordingly, the specific arrangement of

steps shown 1n FIG. 4 should not be construed as limiting the
scope of the technique. Moreover, although described 1n
terms of viewing and processing an endoscope video, the
process and the general concept described in conjunction
with FIG. 4 1s certainly not limited to just endoscope videos.
Generally, the process and the general concept described 1n

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

conjunction with FIG. 4 can be applied to any type of 50

medical procedure videos including, but not limited to,
endoscopy videos, laparoscopy videos, arthroscopy videos,
and open surgery videos, and to various types ol non-
surgical medical procedure videos, as well as various types
ol non-medical-related procedure videos.

As can be seen 1n FIG. 4, process 400 begins by display-
ing a portion of the high-resolution endoscope video 1mages
on a display of a lower native resolution in the above-
described partial-immersive-view mode (step 402). In other
words, the portion of the high-resolution video 1mages 1s
being displayed at the original resolution without downsam-
pling that portion of the video 1mages. In some embodi-
ments, the portion of the high-resolution video images being,
displayed is 1n the center area of the high-resolution video
images. While 1n the partial-immersive-view mode, process
400 also momitors a set of predetermined events in the
ofl-screen portion of the high-resolution video 1mages (step
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404). In some embodiments, one or more deep-learning
models can be used to detect each of the set of predeter-
mined events. As described above, the predetermined events
that can be detected within the off-screen portion of the
high-resolution video 1mages can include complication
events such as bleeding or surgical smoke, and tool-related
events such as a tool detected 1n the off-screen portion of the
video 1mages or a tool tip detected approaching a critical
anatomy in the ofl-screen portion of the video 1mages.

While monitoring the ofl-screen region, process 400 also
determines 1f a predetermined ofl-screen event has been
detected (step 406). If not, process 400 returns to step 404
and continues the monitoring operation at step 404. If a
predetermined ofl-screen event i1s detected, process 400
generates a warning/alert message to notity the user that an
oll-screen event has been detected (step 408). For example,
process 400 can display a warning or an alert message within
the partial-immersive-view to prompt the user to take appro-
priate action. Moreover, the displayed warning or alert
message can include a direction indicator to show the user
a direction mn which the off-screen event was detected.
Optionally, after detecting the ofl-screen event, process 400
can take a proactive action to minimize the risk of the
detected ofl-screen event, e.g., to immediately deactivate
functionalities or lock motion of a tool detected off-screen,
or to immediately change the view on the display from the
current partial-immersive-view/ROI to a new portion of the
high-resolution endoscope video that contains the detected
ofl-screen event (step 410).

In addition to automatically detecting off-screen compli-
cations and/or tool-related events while displaying the high-
resolution endoscope video in the partial-immersive-view
mode, the disclosed system can also detect tool movement
(assuming a tool 1s already displayed on the screen) and
automatically reposition the viewing window within the
tull-resolution endoscope view (i.e., the endoscope video
images) based on the detected tool movement, thereby
keeping the tool tip on-screen and visible to the user. In some
embodiments, when the disclosed system 1nitially enters the
partial-immersive-view mode, the disclosed system displays
the center portion of the high-resolution video images,
which typically includes the end/tip of the tool (or simply
“tool t1p™ hereaiter) and the movement of the tool tip, which
1s controlled by the surgeon who 1s operating the tool on the
tissue. However, due to the limited field of view (FOV) of
the viewing window, the surgeon can easily move the tool tip
away from the center of the screen toward an edge of the
partial-immersive-view, and even into the ofl-screen portion
of the endoscope view. As described above, the surgeon can
manually reposition the viewing window to another portion
of the full-resolution endoscope view so that the tool tip can
remain near the center of the display/partial-immersive-
view. However, manually moving the viewing window can
interfere with the surgical action being performed by the
Surgeon.

In some embodiments, the disclosed system can be con-
figured to automatically detect the end effector and the tool
tip and subsequently track the movement of the tool tip.
Note that the tracking can start when the tool tip 1s inside the
viewing window so that the location of the tool tip 1s
continuously tracked 1n the background. However, the loca-
tion of the viewing window within the full-resolution endo-
scope view 1s not yet changed. Next, when the location of
the tool t1p 1s determined to be near an edge of the viewing
window and about to go ofl-screen, the system can select a
new ROI of the size of the display within the full-resolution
endoscope view based on the current location of the tool tip.

.
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For example, the new region can be determined by mini-
mizing the distance between the center of the new region and
the current location of the tool tip. Next, the system can
automatically reposition the viewing window from the cur-
rent location to the new ROI so that the tool tip 1s brought
back to the center or closer to the center of the display.
Moreover, after the initial repositioming of the viewing
window, the system can start following the movement of the
tool tip by continuously adjusting the position of the viewing,
window based on the movement of the tool tip. Note that
when the disclosed function of automatically adjusting the
location of the viewing window 1s engaged, the surgeon no
longer needs to manually change the location of the viewing
window to follow the movement of the tool tip.

As an alternative embodiment, rather than nitially allow-
ing the tool tip to move toward the edge of the display, the
disclosed system can start repositioning the viewing window
within the full-resolution endoscope view at the same time
the system starts tracking the location of the tool tip. More
specifically, as the location of the tool tip 1s continuously
tracked, the system also continuously adjusts the location of
the viewing window based on the current location of the tool
tip to keep the tool tip at or close to the center of the display
or at least stay on-screen.

Similarly to detecting and tracking tools 1n the off-screen
portion of the endoscope view, detecting and tracking the
tool tip within the on-screen portion of the endoscope view
can also be implemented using a deep-learning-based tech-
nique. In some embodiments, the disclosed system can be
configured to simultaneously detect and track multiple tools
both in the on-screen and off-screen portions of the endo-
scope view. Note that as long as the tool tip remains 1n the
tull-resolution (e.g., 2560px2160p) endoscope view, the
disclosed system can keep tracking the tool tip movement
and reposition the viewing window to follow the detected
tool tip movement. However, the range of this program-
controlled repositioning operation 1s limited by the FOV of
the endoscope video. Hence, when the tool tip has moved to
the edge of the current FOV of the endoscope video, either
a manual or an automatic repositioning of the endoscope
camera has to be made to adjust the location of the FOV 1n
the body (e.g., 1n the direction of the tool tip movement),
thereby allowing the disclosed system to continue tracking
the tool tip within the full-resolution endoscope video.

FIG. 5 presents a flowchart illustrating an exemplary
process 500 for displaying a high-resolution endoscope
video on a display of a lower native resolution in the
partial-immersive-view mode while tracking the movement
of a surgical tool within the partial-immersive-view 1n
accordance with some embodiments described herein. In
one or more embodiments, one or more of the steps in FIG.
5 may be omuitted, repeated, and/or performed 1n a different
order. Accordingly, the specific arrangement of steps shown
in FIG. 5 should not be construed as limiting the scope of the
technique. Moreover, although described 1n terms of view-
ing and processing an endoscope video, the process and the
general concept described in conjunction with FIG. 5 1s
certainly not limited to just endoscope videos. Generally, the
process and the general concept described in conjunction
with FIG. 5 can be applied to any type of medical procedure
videos 1ncluding, but not limited to, endoscopy wvideos,
laparoscopy videos, arthroscopy videos, and open surgery
videos.

As can be seen 1n FIG. 5, process 500 begins by display-
ing a portion of the high-resolution endoscope video images
on a display of a lower resolution in the above-described
partial-immersive-view mode (step 502). In other words, the
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portion of the high-resolution video 1mages 1s being dis-
played at the original resolution without downsampling that
portion of the video mmages. In some embodiments, the
portion of the high-resolution video 1mages being displayed
1s 1n the center area of the high-resolution video images.
While 1n the partial-immersive-view mode, process 500 also
detects an end eflector 1in the partial-immersive-view and
subsequently determines an 1mitial location of the tool tip
(step 504). In some embodiments, the system uses one or
more deep-learning models to detect the presence of one or
more surgical tools. After determining the 1nitial location of
the tool tip, the systems start tracking a movement of the tool
tip from the mitial location (step 506).

While tracking the movement of the tool tip, the system
continuously determines whether the current location of the
tool tip 1s near an edge of the viewing window and therefore
about to go ofl-screen (step 508). For example, the system
can set a threshold distance that can be compared with a
distance between the current tool tip location and the edge
of the viewing window. If the distance to the edge of the
viewing window 1s below the threshold distance, the system
can consider that the tool tip 1s about to move ofl-screen.
Then, the system selects a new region of interest (ROI)
within the high-resolution endoscope video based on the
current location of the tool tip (step 510). Otherwise, 11 the
system determines that the tool tip 1s not about to go
ofl-screen, the system returns to step 306 and continues
tracking the movement of the tool tip. Next, the system
automatically repositions the viewing window from the
current location to the new ROI so that the tool tip 1s brought
back to the center or closer to the center of the display (step
512). Moreover, after the 1nitial repositioning the viewing
window, the system can optically follows the movement of
the tool tip by continuously adjusting the position of the
viewing window based on the detected movement of the tool
t1ip.

In addition to detecting surgical tool movements and
automatically repositioning the viewing window based on
the detected tool movements while displaying the high-
resolution endoscope video in the partial-immersive-view
mode, the disclosed system can also be integrated with an
eye-tracking module for detecting and tracking the sur-
geon’s gaze and automatically repositioning the viewing
window based on the location of the surgeon’s gaze/focus on
the display. In some embodiments, the eye-tracking module
of the disclosed system can determine the location of the
gaze, 1.€., the location on the display where the surgeon 1s
currently looking (i.e., the focal point of the gaze) based on
analyzing the eye and head movements of the surgeon. For
example, the disclosed system can include a camera
installed on the display or near the display pointing toward
the surgeon, which can capture videos of the surgeon’s eyes
and head during the surgical procedure. Hence, the eye-
tracking module of the disclosed system can process the
captured video 1mages of the surgeon’s eyes and head to
determine locations of the surgeon’s gaze on the display.

In some embodiments, if the location of the surgeon’s
gaze on the display 1s determined to have changed, the
disclosed system repositions the viewing window to a new
ROI within the high-resolution endoscope view. Alter repo-
sitioning the viewing window to the new ROI, the partial-
immersive-view can be centered around the new location of
the surgeon’s gaze on the display. Moreover, as the sur-
geon’s gaze moves, e.g., 1 one of the vertical, horizontal, or
angular directions, the eye-tracking module of the disclosed
system can “follow” the gaze by continuously determining
the current location of the surgeon’s gaze on the display, and
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continuously repositioning the viewing window so that 1t 1s
centered around the current location of the surgeon’s gaze,
thereby creating a smooth movement of the viewing window
that follows the surgeon’s gaze. In some embodiments, the
eye-tracking module includes one or more deep-learning
models that can be used to determine the location of the
surgeon’s gaze by analyzing the captured images of the
surgeon’s eyes and head. Each of these deep-learning mod-
els can include a regression model, a deep neural network-
based model, a support vector machine, a decision tree, a
Naive Bayes classifier, a Bayesian network, or a k-nearest
neighbors (KNN) model. In some embodiments, each of
these deep-learning models 1s constructed based on a con-
volutional neural network (CNN) architecture, a recurrent
neural network (RNN) architecture, or another form of deep
neural network (DNN) architecture.

As can be seen, by performing automatic gaze tracking
and viewing window repositioning, the disclosed system
allows the surgeon to directly control and move the viewing
window within the high-resolution endoscope video by
simply changing the gaze. In this manner, the current
partial-immersive-view can stay centered around the loca-
tion on the display corresponding to the surgeon’s gaze.
Note that using the gaze to directly control the position of
the viewing window relieves the surgeon of having to
manually reposition the viewing window. Moreover, when
using the gaze to control the position of the viewing window,
the above-described tool-tracking-based repositioning func-
tionality can be disabled. Furthermore, 1n cases when the
surgical tools 1n the FOVs are not moving but the surgeon
wants to see another region of the high-resolution video,
using the gaze to control the position of the viewing window
provides a straightforward but highly eflective solution.

FIG. 6 presents a flowchart illustrating an exemplary
process 600 for displaying a high-resolution endoscope
video on a display of a lower native resolution in the
partial-immersive-view mode while tracking a user’s focus/
gaze on the display 1n accordance with some embodiments
described herein. In one or more embodiments, one or more
of the steps 1n FIG. 6 may be omitted, repeated, and/or
performed in a different order. Accordingly, the specific
arrangement of steps shown in FIG. 6 should not be con-
strued as limiting the scope of the technique. Moreover,
although described 1n terms of viewing and processing an
endoscope video, the process and the general concept
described in conjunction with FIG. 6 1s certainly not limited
to just endoscope videos. Generally, the process and the
general concept described 1n conjunction with FIG. 6 can be
applied to any type of medical procedure videos including,
but not limited to, endoscopy videos, laparoscopy videos,
arthroscopy videos, and open surgery videos.

As can be seen 1n FIG. 6, process 600 begins by display-
ing a portion of the full-resolution endoscope video 1mages
on a display of a lower resolution in the above-described
partial-immersive-view mode (step 602). In other words, the
portion of the high-resolution video 1mages 1s being dis-
played at the original resolution without downsampling that
portion of the video images. In some embodiments, the
portion of the high-resolution video 1images being displayed
1s 1n the center area of the high-resolution video images.
While 1n the partial-immersive-view mode, process 600 also
detects a gaze of the user and subsequently determines an
initial location of the user’s gaze (e.g., the focal point of the
user’s gaze) on the display (step 604). In some embodi-
ments, the system uses one or more deep-learning models to
determine the location of user’s gaze on the display by
analyzing the captured 1images of the user’s eyes and head.
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After determining the 1nitial location of the user’s gaze, the
system starts tracking a movement of the user’s gaze from
the initial location, e.g., by using a deep-learning-based
gaze-tracking technique (step 606).

Next, the system determines 11 the user’s gaze has shifted
from a previously determined location to a new location
(step 608). If not, the system returns to step 606 and
continues tracking the user’s gaze. However, 11 the system
determines that the user’s gaze has shifted, the system
selects a new region of interest (ROI) within the high-
resolution video based on the current location of the user’s
gaze (step 610). Next, the system automatically repositions
the viewing window from the current location to the new
ROI to keep the user’s gaze near the center of the display
(step 612).

Note that each high-resolution endoscope view has a finite
range. For the above-described repositioning processes,
cither performed manually or automatically, the range of
repositioning of the viewing window 1s limited by the
dimensions of the endoscope view. Hence, when the new
ROI 1s approaching the boundary of the endoscope view, the
corresponding viewing window starts to go beyond the
boundary of the endoscope view. This 1s an indication that
the current endoscope view 1s not suflicient to handle the
movements ol the surgical procedure, and the endoscope
camera needs to be moved to a new view/location. In some
embodiments, when the location of the new ROI exceeds a
certain minimum distance to the boundary of the endoscope
view, the disclosed system can generate an alert to the user
to reposition the endoscope camera. Alter a proper reposi-
tioning of the endoscope camera, the new ROI should
remain inside the adjusted boundary of the endoscope view
so that the subsequent repositioning of the viewing window
can proceed normally.

FIG. 7 conceptually illustrates a computer system with
which some embodiments of the subject technology can be
implemented. Computer system 700 can be a client, a server,
a computer, a smartphone, a PDA, a laptop, or a tablet
computer with one or more processors embedded therein or
coupled thereto, or any other sort of computing device. Such
a computer system includes various types of computer-
readable media and interfaces for various other types of
computer-readable media. Computer system 700 includes a
bus 702, processing unit(s) 712, a system memory 704, a
read-only memory (ROM) 710, a permanent storage device
708, an mput device iterface 714, an output device inter-
face 706, and a network interface 716. In some embodi-
ments, computer system 700 1s a part of a robotic surgical
system.

Bus 702 collectively represents all system, peripheral, and
chipset buses that communicatively connect the numerous
internal devices of computer system 700. For instance, bus
702 communicatively connects processing unit(s) 712 with
ROM 710, system memory 704, and permanent storage
device 708.

From these various memory units, processing unit(s) 712
retrieves 1nstructions to execute and data to process 1n order
to execute various processes described 1n this patent disclo-
sure, including the above-described processes of displaying
a high-resolution endoscope video on a display of a lower
native resolution in the partial-immersive-view mode while
detecting an ofl-screen event, while tracking the movement
of a surgical tool, or while tracking a user’s focus/gaze on
the display in conjunction with FIGS. 2B and 3-6. The
processing unit(s) 712 can include any type of processor,
including, but not limited to, a microprocessor, a graphics
processing unit (GPU), a tensor processing unit (TPU), an
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intelligent processor unit (IPU), a digital signal processor
(DSP), a field-programmable gate array (FPGA), and an
application-specific itegrated circuit (ASIC). Processing
unit(s) 712 can be a single processor or a multi-core pro-
cessor 1n different implementations.

ROM 710 stores static data and instructions that are
needed by processing umt(s) 712 and other modules of the
computer system. Permanent storage device 708, on the
other hand, 1s a read-and-write memory device. This device
1s a non-volatile memory unit that stores instructions and
data even when computer system 700 1s ofl. Some 1mple-
mentations of the subject disclosure use a mass-storage
device (such as a magnetic or optical disk and 1ts corre-
sponding disk drive) as permanent storage device 708.

Other implementations use a removable storage device
(such as a floppy disk, flash drive, and 1ts corresponding disk
drive) as permanent storage device 708. Like permanent
storage device 708, system memory 704 1s a read-and-write
memory device. However, unlike storage device 708, system
memory 704 1s a volatile read-and-write memory, such as a
random access memory. System memory 704 stores some of
the 1nstructions and data that the processor needs at runtime.
In some implementations, various processes described in
this patent disclosure, including the processes of displaying,
a high-resolution endoscope video on a display of a lower
native resolution 1n the partial-immersive-view mode while
detecting an ofl-screen event, while tracking the movement
ol a surgical tool, or while tracking a user’s focus/gaze on
the display 1n conjunction with FIGS. 2B and 3-6, are stored
in system memory 704, permanent storage device 708,
and/or ROM 710. From these various memory units, pro-
cessing umt(s) 712 retrieve instructions to execute and data
to process 1n order to execute the processes of some 1mple-
mentations.

Bus 702 also connects to mput and output devices 714 and
706. Input devices 714 enable the user to communicate
information to and select commands for the computer sys-
tem. Input devices 714 can include, for example, alphanu-
meric keyboards and pointing devices (also called “cursor
control devices™). Output devices 706 enable, for example,
the display of images generated by computer system 700.
Output devices 706 can include, for example, printers and
display devices, such as cathode ray tubes (CRT) or liqud
crystal displays (LCD). Some implementations include
devices such as a touchscreen that functions as both mput
and output devices.

Finally, as shown 1n FIG. 7, bus 702 also couples com-
puter system 700 to a network (not shown) through a
network interface 716. In this manner, the computer can be
a part of a network of computers (such as a local area
network (“LAN”), a wide area network (“WAN™), an
intranet, or a network of networks, such as the Internet. Any
or all components of computer system 700 can be used 1n
conjunction with the subject disclosure.

The various 1llustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits,
and algorithm steps described i1n connection with the
embodiments disclosed 1n this patent disclosure may be
implemented as electronic hardware, computer software, or
combinations of both. To clearly illustrate this interchange-
ability of hardware and software, various illustrative com-
ponents, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have been
described above generally 1n terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality 1s implemented as hardware or
soltware depends upon the particular application and design
constraints 1imposed on the overall system. Skilled artisans
may implement the described functionality 1n varying ways
for each particular application, but such implementation
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decisions should not be interpreted as causing a departure
from the scope of the present disclosure.

The hardware used to implement the various illustrative
logics, logical blocks, modules, and circuits described 1n
connection with the aspects disclosed herein may be imple-
mented or performed with a general-purpose processor, a
digital signal processor (DSP), an application-specific inte-
grated circuit (ASIC), a field-programmable gate array
(FPGA) or other programmable-logic device, discrete gate
or transistor logic, discrete hardware components, or any
combination thereof designed to perform the functions
described herein. A general-purpose processor may be a
microprocessor, but in the alternative, the processor may be
any conventional processor, controller, microcontroller, or
state machine. A processor may also be implemented as a
combination of receiver devices, €.g., a combination of a
DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors,
one or more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP
core, or any other such configuration. Alternatively, some
steps or methods may be performed by circuitry that 1s
specific to a given function.

In one or more exemplary aspects, the functions described
may be immplemented 1n hardware, software, firmware, or
any combination thereof. If implemented in software, the
functions may be stored as one or more instructions or code
on a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium or
non-transitory processor-readable storage medium. The
steps of a method or algorithm disclosed herein may be
embodied 1n processor-executable instructions that may
reside on a non-transitory computer-readable or processor-
readable storage medium. Non-transitory computer-readable
or processor-readable storage media may be any storage
media that may be accessed by a computer or a processor. By
way ol example but not limitation, such non-transitory
computer-readable or processor-readable storage media may
include RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory, CD-ROM or
other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or other
magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that may be
used to store desired program code in the form of instruc-
tions or data structures and that may be accessed by a
computer. Disk and disc, as used herein, include compact
disc (CD), laser disc, optical disc, digital versatile disc
(DVD), floppy disk, and Blu-ray disc, where disks usually
reproduce data magnetically, while discs reproduce data
optically with lasers. Combinations of the above are also
included within the scope of non-transitory computer-read-
able and processor-readable media. Additionally, the opera-
tions of a method or algorithm may reside as one or any
combination or set of codes and/or instructions on a non-
transitory processor-readable storage medium and/or com-
puter-readable storage medium, which may be incorporated
into a computer-program product.

While this patent document contains many specifics, these
should not be construed as limitations on the scope of any
disclosed technology or of what may be claimed, but rather
as descriptions of features that may be specific to particular
embodiments of particular techniques. Certain features that
are described 1n this patent document in the context of
separate embodiments can also be implemented 1n combi-
nation 1n a single embodiment. Conversely, various features
that are described 1n the context of a single embodiment can
also be implemented 1n multiple embodiments separately or
in any suitable subcombination. Moreover, although features
may be described above as acting 1n certain combinations
and even 1in1tially claimed as such, one or more features from
a claimed combination can in some cases be excised from
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the combination, and the claimed combination may be
directed to a subcombination or variation of a subcombina-
tion.

Similarly, while operations are depicted 1n the drawings 1n
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring
that such operations be performed in the particular order
shown or 1n sequential order, or that all 1llustrated operations
be performed, to achieve desirable results. Moreover, the
separation of various system components in the embodi-
ments described in this patent document should not be
understood as requiring such separation in all embodiments.

Only a few implementations and examples are described,
and other implementations, enhancements and variations
can be made based on what i1s described and illustrated 1n
this patent document.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A computer-implemented method for displaying video
images of a surgical video captured at a first resolution on a
screen of a surgical system having a second resolution lower
than the first resolution, the method comprising:

for each video 1mage captured at the first resolution,

selecting a first portion of the video 1mage having the
same resolution as the second resolution of the screen,
wherein selecting the first portion of the video image
includes keeping the first portion of the video 1mage
substantially centered on a tool-tip of a surgical tool
displayed 1n the video 1mage;

displaying the first portion of the video image on the

screen without changing the resolution of the first
portion of the video 1mage;

while displaying the first portion of the video 1mage,

monitoring a second portion of the video image not
being displayed on the screen for a set of predetermined
events, wherein the second portion of the video 1image
1s not visible to the user; and

when a predetermined event 1n the set of predetermined

events 1s detected 1n the second portion of the video
image, generating an alert to notify the user that an
ofl-screen event has been detected,

wherein when the ofl-screen event 1s detected, immedi-

ately changing the view on the screen from the first
portion of the video 1mage to the full video 1image of the
surgical video displayed at a reduced resolution to
make both the first portion of the video image and the
detected ofl-screen event visible to the user on the
SCreen.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,

wherein the first resolution i1s greater than the second

resolution 1n both the horizontal and the vertical dimen-
sions; and

wherein the first portion of the video 1mage 1s substan-

tially the center portion of the video image.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein while displaying the first portion of the video
image, the first portion of the video 1image occupies the tull
display area of the screen without leaving any blank space
on the screen.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein monitoring the second portion of the video 1mage
for the set of predetermined events includes using one or
more machine-learming models to process the second portion
of the video 1mage in order to detect each of the set of
predetermined events.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein generating the alert to notily the user that an
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ofl-screen event has been detected includes displaying a
warning message on the screen to prompt the user to take
appropriate action.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the alert on the screen includes a direction 1indicator
to show the user a direction 1n which the ofl-screen event
was detected.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein when the off-screen event 1s detected, the method
further comprises immediately changing the view on the
screen from the first portion of the video image to a third
portion of the video image, which contains the detected
ofl-screen event.

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 7,
wherein the third portion of the video image overlaps with
the first portion and the second portion of the video 1mage
and has the same size as the first portion of the video 1mage.

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein after generating the alert to notily the user that an
off-screen event has been detected, the method further
COmprises:

providing the user with a selection option to either change

the view on the screen from the first portion of the
video 1mage to another portion of the video image
containing the detected ofl-screen event or change the
view on the screen from the first portion of the video
image to the full video 1mage displayed at a reduced
resolution;

receiving a user selection in response to the selection

option; and

changing the view on the screen based on the received

user selection to make the detected oil-screen event
visible to the user.

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein after generating the alert to notily the user that an
ofl-screen event has been detected, the method further
comprises allowing the user to manually change the view on
the screen from the first portion of the video image to
another portion of the video 1image containing the detected
ofl-screen event in response to the alert.

11. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the set of predetermined events includes surgical
smoke and bleeding.

12. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the set of predetermined events includes a set of
surgical tool-related events, which further includes: (1)
whether the jaws of a surgical tool detected ofl-screen are
closed or open; and (2) whether a tip of a surgical tool
detected ofl-screen 1s too close to a critical anatomy.

13. The computer-implemented method of claim 12,
wherein 11 the detected predetermined event 1s one of the set
of surgical tool-related events, the method fturther comprises
immediately deactivating functionalities or locking motion
of a surgical tool associated with the detected surgical
tool-related event.

14. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the surgical video 1s one of:

an endoscopic surgery video;

a laparoscopic surgery video;

a robotic surgery video; and

an open surgery video.

15. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein keeping the first portion of the video image sub-
stantially centered on the tool-tip of the surgical tool dis-
played 1n the video 1mage includes:
detecting, using a machine-learning-based technique, the

surgical tool 1n the video 1image;




US 11,026,561 B2

25

determining a location of the tool-tip of the detected
surgical tool; and

positioning the first portion of the video image based on
the location of the tool-tip.

16. A system for displaying a surgical video, comprising:

one or more processors; and

a screen having a native resolution,

wherein the one or more processors are configured to:

receive a surgical video comprising a sequence of video
images captured at a first resolution for display on

the screen, wherein the first resolution 1s greater than

the native resolution of the screen;

for each video 1image 1n the sequence of video images,
select a first portion of the video 1image having the
same resolution as the native resolution of the screen
to be displayed on the screen without changing the
resolution of the first portion of the video image,
wherein selecting the first portion of the video image
includes keeping the first portion of the video 1image
substantially centered on a tool-tip of a surgical tool
displayed in the video 1mage;

while displaying the first portion of the video image,
monitor a second portion of the video image not
being displayed on the screen for a set of predeter-
mined events, wherein the second portion of the
video 1mage 1s not visible to the user; and

if a predetermined event 1n the set of predetermined
events 1s detected 1n the second portion of the video
image, generate an alert to notify the user that an
ofl-screen event has been detected,
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wherein when the ofl-screen event 1s detected, imme-
diately change the view on the screen from the first
portion of the video image to the full video 1image of
the surgical video displayed at a reduced resolution
to make both the first portion of the video 1mage and
the detected oil-screen event visible to the user on
the screen.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein when the ofl-screen
event 1s detected, the one or more processors are further
configured to immediately change the view on the screen
from the first portion of the video image to a third portion of
the video i1mage, which contains the detected ofl-screen
event.

18. The system of claim 16, wherein aiter generating the
alert to notify the user that an off-screen event has been
detected, the one or more processors are further configured
to:

provide the user with a selection option to either change

the view on the screen from the first portion of the
video 1mage to another portion of the video image
containing the detected ofl-screen event or change the
view on the screen from the first portion of the video
image to the full video 1image displayed at a reduced
resolution;

recetve a user selection in response to the selection

option; and

change the view on the screen based on the received user

selection to make the detected ofl-screen event visible
to the user.
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