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bearing support assembly includes a plurality of load-bear-
ing beams. The seating assembly may receive the structural
load such that the seating assembly conducts the structural
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assembly collectively define a sealable enclosure within an
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may hold a plurality of separate pieces of a separate furniture
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detach from a remainder structure of the seal assembly to
enable removal of the plurality of separate pieces from the
enclosure through the opened aperture.
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FURNITURE OBJECT INCLUDING
SEALABLE ENCLOSURE FOR STORING
PIECE OF SEPARATE FURNITURE OBJECT

FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to furniture
objects, and more particularly to furniture sets (“furniture
assemblies™) including multiple separate furniture objects.

BACKGROUND

Furniture 1s often used 1n environments (€.g., residential,
commercial, industrial, etc.) to support or otherwise aid 1n
various human activities, such as seating, eating, sleeping,
storage, and the like. To this end, furniture may include
multiple furniture objects, referred to herein as a “furniture
set,” that collectively support or otherwise aid 1 one or
more human activities. Such support or aid i1s generally
referred to herein as providing “utility” to a human engaging,
(“interacting’) with the furniture objects of the furniture set.
A human 1nteracting with one or more furniture objects may
be referred to herein as a “user.”

As an example of a furniture set including multiple
tfurmiture objects that collectively provide utility to a user, a
sofa furniture set may include a first furniture object that 1s
a sofa and a second furniture object that 1s an ottoman, where
the sofa and the ottoman may collectively provide utility to
a user seated on the sofa (e.g., to rest the user’s legs on the
ottoman). In another example, a sofa furniture set may
include a first furniture object that 1s a sofa and a second
tfurmiture object that 1s a table, where the sofa and the table
may collectively provide utility to a user seated on the sofa
(e.g., to rest objects on the table for use and/or ease of access
by the user that i1s seated on the sofa).

In some cases, the various furniture objects of a furniture
set may be manufactured in one or more locations and
transported over significant distances to a merchant and/or
end-user of the furmiture set.

SUMMARY

According to some example embodiments, a furniture set
may include a first furniture object and a second furniture
object. The first furniture object may include a load-bearing
support assembly, a seating assembly on the load-bearing
support assembly, and a seal assembly on the load-bearing
support assembly. The load-bearing support assembly may
be configured to support a structural load. The load-bearing,
support assembly may include a plurality of load-bearing
beams. The seating assembly may be configured to receive
the structural load such that the seating assembly conducts
the structural load to the load-bearing support assembly. The
seal assembly may include a partition structure configured to
define a sealable aperture into an interior of the furniture
object. The second furniture object may include one or more
separate pieces. The second furniture object may include a
plurality of separate pieces that may be configured to be
detachably coupled to each other to assemble the second
turmiture object. The load-bearing beams, the seating assem-
bly, and the seal assembly may collectively define a sealable
enclosure within an mterior of the first furniture object, such
that the furniture object 1s configured to hold the one or more
separate pieces within the enclosure, and the partition struc-
ture 1s configured to detach from a remainder structure of the
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2

seal assembly to open the aperture to enable removal of the
one or more separate pieces from the enclosure through the
opened aperture.

The load-bearing beams may define side boundaries of the
enclosure. The seating assembly may define a top boundary
of the enclosure. The seal assembly may define a bottom
boundary of the enclosure.

The first furniture object may be a convertible sofa.

r

T'he second furniture object may be an ottoman.
The one or more separate pieces may be a plurality of
separate pieces that are configured to be coupled together 1n
different configurations to assemble the second furniture
object.

The plurality of load-bearing beams, the seating assembly,
and the seal assembly may collectively define a plurality of
enclosures within the interior of the first furniture object.
The plurality of enclosures may be i1solated from each other
by at least one load-bearing beam of the plurality of load-
bearing beams, such that the first furniture object 1s config-
ured to hold a plurality of separate pieces within separate,
respective enclosures of the plurality of enclosures, the
plurality of enclosures including the enclosure.

The partition structure may be configured to expose the
plurality of enclosures based on detaching from the remain-
der structure of the seal assembly.

Each enclosure of the plurality of enclosures may have a
s1ze that substantially matches a volume of a separate piece
of a plurality of separate pieces, such that each separate
piece occupies substantially an entirety of a separate enclo-
sure of the plurality of enclosures.

The partition structure may be configured to reversibly
detach from the remainder structure to reversibly open the
aperture.

The seal assembly may include a fastener assembly that 1s
configured to reversibly detach the partition structure from
the remainder structure.

According to some example embodiments, a furniture
object may include a load-bearing support assembly, a
seating assembly on the load-bearing support assembly, and
a seal assembly on the load-bearing support assembly. The
load-bearing support assembly may be configured to support
a structural load. The load-bearing support assembly may
include a plurality of load-bearing beams. The seating
assembly may be configured to receive the structural load
such that the seating assembly conducts the structural load
to the load-bearing support assembly. The seal assembly
may include a partition structure configured to define a
sealable aperture into an interior of the furniture object. The
load-bearing beams, the seating assembly, and the seal
assembly may collectively define a sealable enclosure within
an interior of the furniture object, such that the furniture
object 1s configured to hold one or more separate pieces of
a separate furniture object within the enclosure, and the
partition structure 1s configured to detach from a remainder
structure of the seal assembly to open the aperture to enable
removal of the one or more separate pieces from the enclo-
sure through the opened aperture.

The load-bearing beams may define side boundaries of the
enclosure. The seating assembly may define a top boundary
of the enclosure. The seal assembly may define a bottom
boundary of the enclosure.

The furniture object may be a convertible sofa.

-

T'he separate furmiture object may be an ottoman.
The plurality of load-bearing beams, the seating assembly,
and the seal assembly collectively define a plurality of
enclosures within the interior of the furniture object. The

plurality of enclosures may be 1solated from each other by
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at least one load-bearing beam of the plurality of load-
bearing beams, such that the furniture object 1s configured to
hold a plurality of separate pieces within separate, respective
enclosures of the plurality of enclosures, the plurality of
enclosures including the enclosure.

The partition structure may be configured to expose the
plurality of enclosures based on detaching from the remain-
der structure of the seal assembly.

Each enclosure of the plurality of enclosures may have a
s1ze that substantially matches a volume of a separate piece
of the plurality of separate pieces, such that each separate
piece occupies substantially an entirety of a separate enclo-
sure of the plurality of enclosures.

The partition structure may be configured to reversibly
detach from the remainder structure to reversibly open the
aperture.

The seal assembly may include a fastener assembly that 1s
configured to reversibly detach the partition structure from
the remainder structure.

According to some example embodiments, a method may
include providing a first furniture object, the first furniture
object imncluding a load-bearing support assembly, the load-
bearing support assembly configured to support a structural
load, the load-bearing support assembly including a plurality
of load-bearing beams; a seating assembly on the load-
bearing support assembly, the seating assembly configured
to receive the structural load such that the seating assembly
conducts the structural load to the load-bearing support
assembly; and a seal assembly on the load-bearing support
assembly, the seal assembly including a partition structure
configured to define a sealable aperture into an interior of the
tfurmiture object, wherein the load-bearing beams, the seating
assembly, and the seal assembly collectively define a seal-
able enclosure within an interior of the furniture object,
where one or more separate pieces ol a second furniture
object are located within the enclosure. The method may
turther include detaching the partition structure from a
remainder structure of the seal assembly to open the aperture
to expose the enclosure to an exterior of the first furniture
object, removing the one or more separate pieces from the
enclosure via the opened aperture. Where the one or more
separate pieces include a plurality of separate pieces, the
method may further include coupling the plurality of sepa-
rate pieces together to assemble the second furniture object.

The load-bearing beams may define side boundaries of the
enclosure. The seating assembly may define a top boundary
of the enclosure. The seal assembly may define a bottom
boundary of the enclosure.

The first furniture object may be a convertible sofa.

The second furniture object may be an ottoman.

Where the one or more separate pieces include a plurality
of separate pieces, the plurality of separate pieces may be
configured to be assembled 1n different configurations to
assemble the second furniture object.

The plurality of load-bearing beams, the seating assembly,
and the seal assembly may collectively define a plurality of
enclosures within the interior of the furniture object. The
plurality of enclosures may be 1solated from each other by
at least one load-bearing beam of the plurality of load-
bearing beams, such that a plurality of separate pieces may
be 1solated from each other and held within separate, respec-
tive enclosures of the plurality of enclosures, the plurality of
enclosures 1ncluding the enclosure.

The partition structure may be configured to expose the
plurality of enclosures based on detaching from the remain-
der structure of the seal assembly.
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Each enclosure of the plurality of enclosures may have a
s1ze that substantially matches a volume of a separate piece

of the plurality of separate pieces, such that each separate
piece of the one or more pieces may occupy substantially an
entirety of a separate enclosure of the plurality of enclosures.

The detaching the partition structure from the remainder
structure of the seal assembly may include reversibly
detaching the partition structure from the remainder struc-
ture to reversibly open the aperture.

The seal assembly may include a fastener assembly that 1s
configured to reversibly detach the partition structure from
the remainder structure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The various features and advantages of the non-limiting,
embodiments herein may become more apparent upon
review ol the detailed description in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings. The accompanying drawings are
merely provided for 1llustrative purposes and should not be
interpreted to limit the scope of the claims. The accompa-
nying drawings are not to be considered as drawn to scale
unless explicitly noted. For purposes of clarity, various
dimensions of the drawings may have been exaggerated.

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a furniture set including a
first furniture object and an assembled second furniture
object, according to some example embodiments.

FIGS. 2A, 2B, 2C, and 2D are perspective views of the
first furniture object shown 1n FIG. 1, according to some
example embodiments.

FIG. 3 1s a front view of the first furniture object shown
in FIG. 1, according to some example embodiments.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are left-side and right-side views,
respectively, of the first furmiture object shown i FIG. 1,
according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 5 15 a top view of the first furniture object shown 1n
FIG. 1, according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 6 1s a top view of the first furniture object shown 1n
FIG. 1, according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view of the assembled second
furmiture object shown i FIG. 1 1 a first assembled
configuration, according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 8 1s a perspective view of the assembled second
furniture object shown 1n FIG. 1 1 a disassembled configu-
ration, according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 9 1s a perspective view of the assembled second
furmiture object shown i FIG. 1 1 a second assembled
confliguration, according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 10 1s a front view of the second furniture object
shown 1n FIG. 1, according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 11 1s a side view of the second furmiture object
shown 1n FIG. 1, according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 12 15 a top view of the second furniture object shown
in FIG. 1, according to some example embodiments.

FIGS. 13A, 13B, and 13C are bottom-front views of the
first furniture object holding the disassembled second fur-
niture object shown 1n FIG. 1 1n sealable compartments of
the first furniture object, according to some example
embodiments

FIG. 14A 1s a cross-sectional view, along view line
XIVA-XIVA' in FIGS. 2A and 3, of the first furniture object
holding the disassembled second furniture object shown in
FIG. 1 1n sealable compartments of the first furniture object,
according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 14B 1s a cross-sectional view, along view line
XIVB-XIVB'1n FIGS. 2A and 5, of the first furniture object

holding the disassembled second furniture object shown in
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FIG. 1 1n sealable compartments of the first furniture object,
according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 14C 1s a cross-sectional view, along view line
XIVC-XIVC' 1 FIGS. 2A and 5, of the first furniture object
holding the disassembled second furniture object shown in
FIG. 1 1n sealable compartments of the first furniture object,
according to some example embodiments.

FIG. 15 1s a flowchart illustrating a method, according to
some example embodiments.

FIGS. 16A, 168, 16C, 16D, 16E, and 16F 1illustrate
manipulation of various elements of a furniture set accord-
ing to one or more operations of the method of FIG. 15,
according to some example embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPL.
EMBODIMENTS

L1

Some detailled example embodiments are disclosed
herein. However, specific structural and functional details
disclosed herein are merely representative for purposes of
describing example embodiments. Example embodiments
may, however, be embodied 1n many alternate forms and
should not be construed as limited to only the example
embodiments set forth herein.

Accordingly, while example embodiments are capable of
vartous modifications and alternative forms, example
embodiments thereol are shown by way of example in the
drawings and will herein be described 1n detail. It should be
understood, however, that there 1s no intent to limit example
embodiments to the particular forms disclosed, but to the
contrary, example embodiments are to cover all modifica-
tions, equivalents, and alternatives thereof. Like numbers
refer to like elements throughout the description of the
figures.

It should be understood that when an element or layer 1s
referred to as being “on,” “connected to,” “coupled to,”
“attached to,” “adjacent t0,” or “covering’ another element
or layer, 1t may be directly on, connected to, coupled to,
attached to, adjacent to or covering the other element or
layer or intervening elements or layers may be present. In
contrast, when an element 1s referred to as being “directly
on,” “directly connected to,” or “directly coupled to”
another element or layer, there are no 1ntervening elements
or layers present. Like numbers refer to like elements
throughout the specification. As used herein, the term “and/
or’ mcludes any and all combinations or sub-combinations
ol one or more of the associated listed items.

It should be understood that, although the terms first,
second, third, etc. may be used herein to describe various
clements, components, regions, layers and/or sections, these
clements, components, regions, layers, and/or sections
should not be limited by these terms. These terms are only
used to distinguish one element, component, region, layer, or
section from another region, layer, or section. Thus, a first
clement, component, region, layer, or section discussed
below could be termed a second element, component,
region, layer, or section without departing from the teach-
ings ol example embodiments.

Spatially relative terms (e.g., “beneath,” “below,”
“lower,” “above,” “upper,” and the like) may be used herein
for ease of description to describe one element or feature’s
relationship to another element(s) or feature(s) as illustrated
in the figures. It should be understood that the spatially
relative terms are intended to encompass diflerent orienta-
tions of the device 1n use or operation 1n addition to the
orientation depicted 1n the figures. For example, if the device
in the figures 1s turned over, elements described as “below™

=R B 4 4

27 L

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

or “beneath” other elements or features would then be

oriented “above” the other elements or features. Thus, the
term “below” may encompass both an orientation of above
and below. The device may be otherwise oriented (rotated 90
degrees or at other orientations) and the spatially relative
descriptors used herein interpreted accordingly.

The terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describ-
ing various example embodiments only and 1s not intended
to be limiting of example embodiments. As used herein, the
singular forms ““a,” “an,” and “the” are mtended to include
the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise. It will be further understood that the terms
“includes,” “including,” “comprises,” and/or “comprising,”
when used 1n this specification, specily the presence of
stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or
components, but do not preclude the presence or addition of
one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
clements, components, and/or groups thereof.

When the words “about” and “substantially” are used 1n
this specification in connection with a numerical value, 1t 1s
intended that the associated numerical value include a
tolerance of +10% around the stated numerical value, unless
otherwise explicitly defined.

Example embodiments are described herein with refer-
ence to cross-sectional illustrations that are schematic 1llus-
trations of example embodiments. As such, vanations from
the shapes of the illustrations are to be expected. Thus,
example embodiments should not be construed as limited to
the shapes of regions illustrated herein but are to include
deviations 1n shapes.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which example embodiments belong. It will be further
understood that terms, mncluding those defined 1n commonly
used dictionaries, should be interpreted as having a meaning
that 1s consistent with theirr meaning 1n the context of the
relevant art and will not be interpreted 1n an idealized or
overly formal sense unless expressly so defined herein.

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a furniture set 10 including,
a first fTurniture object 100 and an assembled second furni-
ture object 200, according to some example embodiments.

In some example embodiments, a furniture set 10 includes
multiple furniture objects that collectively provide utility to
a user (e.g., support or otherwise aid 1n one or more human
activities associated with and/or engaged in by the user). As
referred to herein, an individual “furniture object” will be
understood to be an instance of “furniture,” as the term 1s
commonly understood (e.g., a movable object configured to
support and/or aid one or more various human activities,
including seating (e.g., chairs, stools, and sofas), eating
(tables), storing (cabinets), and sleeping (e.g., beds)). A
furnmiture object configured to support a structural load of a
user (e.g., a sofa) may be distinguished from a cushioning
object (e.g., a pillow) on which a user may apply at least
some of said structural load, in that such a furniture object
configured to support a structural load includes a load-
bearing support assembly that 1s configured to support (e.g.,
“bear”) the structural load (e.g., conduct the structural load
through the load-bearing support assembly to an external
foundation (e.g., a floor upon which the furniture object
rests)) without deformation of the load-bearing support
assembly, while the cushioning object (e.g., pillow) 1s not
configured to do so. A load-bearing support assembly may
be referred to herein as simply a “load-bearing structure” or
a “frame structure” as the term 1s commonly understood.

- B 1
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As shown 1n FIG. 1, a furniture set 10 may include a first
furnmiture object 100 and a second furniture object 200 that
are configured to collectively provide utility to a user. For
example, 1n the example embodiments shown 1n FIG. 1, the
first furniture object 100 1s a convertible sofa and the second
tfurmiture object 200 1s an ottoman, as the terms “convertible
sofa” and “ottoman’ are commonly understood, and the first
and second furmiture objects 100, 200 of the furniture set 10
collectively provide utility to a user (e.g., a human engaging
with the furmiture set 10) to enable the user to sit and/or
recline on the convertible sofa (first furniture object 100)
while supporting one or more of the user’s limbs (e.g., legs)
on the ottoman (second furniture objet 200), thereby pro-
viding improved support to the user 1n relation to 1f the user
engaged with only one of the furniture objects 100, 200.

As described further below, 1n some example embodi-
ments, the first furniture object 100 1s configured to hold
(“store”) the second furniture object 200, 1n an assembled
state or 1n a disassembled state (e.g., hold a plurality of
separate pieces that, when coupled together, for the second
tfurmiture object 200), within one or more nternal compart-
ments (“enclosures™) within an interior of the first furniture
object 100. Accordingly, the entire furniture set 10 may be
stored and/or transported 1n a volume that does not exceed
the volume occupied by only the first furniture object 100,
thereby simplifying and improving etliciency of storage of
the furniture set 10, packaging of the furniture set 10,
transport of the furniture set 10, a sub-combination thereof,
or a combination thereof. In addition, based on the first
furmiture object 100 being configured to hold (*store”) the
second furmiture object 200, in an assembled state or 1n a
disassembled state, the furniture set 10 may be packaged
and/or shipped as 11 the furniture set were a single nstance
of furniture: the first furniture object 100. As a result,
concurrent transport of all furniture objects 100, 200 of the
tfurmiture set 10 to a common location, storage of all furni-
ture objects 100, 200 of the furniture set 10 in a common
location, a sub-combination thereof, or a combination
thereol may be ensured, thereby reducing the risk of inad-
vertent separation and/or loss of one or more of the furniture

objects of the furniture set 10 during storage and/or transport
thereof.

FIGS. 2A, 2B, 2C, and 2D are perspective views of the
first furniture object shown 1n FIG. 1, according to some
example embodiments. FIG. 3 1s a front view of the first
tfurmiture object shown 1n FIG. 1, according to some example
embodiments. FIGS. 4A and 4B are left-side and rnight-side
views, respectively, of the first furniture object shown in
FIG. 1, according to some example embodiments. FIG. 3 1s
a top view of the first furniture object shown i FIG. 1,
according to some example embodiments. FIG. 6 1s a rear
view of the first furniture object shown 1n FIG. 1, according,
to some example embodiments.

In some example embodiments, a first furniture object
100 of the furniture set may be a furniture object configured
to support a weight (“structural load”) of a user. Such a
furniture object may include a sofa, a bench, a chair, a bed,
a sub-combination thereof, or a combination thereof. A sofa
may be, for example, a convertible sofa. A chair may be, for
example, a recliner.

Referring now to FIGS. 2A-6, the first furniture object
100 may be a convertible sofa that 1s configured to be at least
partially converted between a sofa configuration (e.g., sup-
porting a user in a seated position) and a bed configuration
(e.g., supporting a user in a reclined and/or resting position),
but 1t will be understood that example embodiments are not
limited thereto. For example, the first furniture object 100
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8

may be any furniture object that 1s configured to support a
structural load, including a structural load of a human (e.g.,
a “‘user”).

As shown 1n FIGS. 2A-6, and as further shown 1n FIGS.
13A-14C (described further below) the first furniture object
100 may include a seating assembly 210, a load-bearing
support assembly 220, and a seal assembly 1300. As further
shown, the first furniture object 100 may include one or
more backrest assemblies 250-1 to 250-X (X being any
positive integer) that may be collectively or independently
adjusted between different recline angles to adjustably con-
vert one or more portions of the convertible sofa that 1s the
first furniture object 100 between one or more sofa configu-
rations and one or more bed configurations. For example, in
FIGS. 2A, 2B, and 2C the backrest assemblies 250-1 to
250-X are collectively adjusted between a first recline angle
corresponding to a sofa configuration (FIG. 2A), a second
recline angle corresponding to a deep recline configuration
(FIG. 2B), and a third recline angle corresponding to a bed
configuration (FIG. 2C). In a further example shown 1n FIG.
2D, backrest assembly 250-1 may be independently adjusted
to one angle, for example the third recline angle shown in
FIG. 2C, while backrest assembly 250-X may be indepen-
dently adjusted to a separate recline angle, for example the
first recline angle shown 1n FIG. 2A.

As shown 1n at least FIGS. 2A-6, the first furniture object
100 may 1nclude one or more leg structures 240. The one or
more leg structures 240 may be detachably or fixedly (e.g.,
irreversibly) coupled to the load-bearing support assembly
220. In some example embodiments, the one or more leg
structure 240 may be considered to be separate from the first
furmiture object 100. In some example embodiments, the one
or more leg structures 240 may be considered to be a part of
the load-bearing support assembly 220.

The seating assembly 210 may be on (e.g., on a top end
of) the load-bearing support assembly 220. The seating
assembly may be configured to receive a structural load
(e.g., a weight of a user) and conduct the structural load to
the load-bearing support assembly 220 while further pro-
viding cushioning of the structural load (e.g., via a spring
assembly and/or cushion of the seating assembly 210).

As shown 1n FIGS. 14A-14C, the seating assembly 210
may include a cushion structure 1510 (e.g., padding mate-
rial), a spring assembly 1520 (e.g., a plurality of springs), a
bottom structure 1530, a sub-combination thereof, or a
combination thereof. The spring assembly 1520 and/or the
cushion structure 1510 may be configured to cushion the
structural load. The bottom structure 1330 may be config-
ured to conduct the structural load to the load-bearing
support assembly 220.

Referring back to FIGS. 2A-6, the seating assembly 210
may include a seating portion 212 that 1s configured to be on
a flat upper surface of the load-bearing support assembly
220 to form a seating surface of the first furniture object 100
and one or more backrest portions 214-1 to 214-X (X being
the same value as referred to above with reference to the
backrest assemblies 250-1 to 250-X), where each separate
backrest portion 214-1 to 214-X 1s included 1n a separate
backrest assembly 250-1 to 250-X, and each separate back-
rest portion 214-1 to 214-X 1s on a separate backrest support
assembly 230-1 to 230-X (described further below with
reference to the load-bearing support assembly 220).

Still referring to FIGS. 2A-6 and as further shown in
FIGS. 13A-14C, load-bearing support assembly 220 may
include a plurality of load-bearing beams 1600 and may be
configured to support the structural load (e.g., conduct the
structural load from the seating assembly 210 to a founda-
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tion element (e.g., a floor) without deformation or substan-
tially without deformation (e.g., without deformation within
manufacturing tolerances and/or material tolerances)). As
shown 1n FIGS. 14A-14C, the plurality of load-bearing
beams 1600 may include outer load-bearing beams 1604-1
to 1604-7 (7 being any positive imteger) defimng an outer
side boundary of the load-bearing support assembly 220 and
thus at least partially defining a volume and an interior of the
load-bearing support assembly 220. As further shown in
FIGS. 14A-14C, the plurality of load-bearing beams 1600
may further include one or more inner load-bearing beams
1602 extending through the volume defined by the outer
load-bearing beams 1604-1 to 1604-N.

As further shown 1n at least FIGS. 2A-6 and 14A-14C, the
load-bearing support assembly 220 may include an outer
covering material 1640 that may cover at least a portion of
the outer boundary of the load-bearing support assembly
220. The outer covering material 1640 may provide a
cosmetic covering of the load-bearing support assembly
220, may provide structural protection of the plurality of
load-bearing beams 1600, may at least partially define the
volume of the load-bearing support assembly 220, a sub-
combination thereof, or a combination thereof.

Referring now to FIGS. 2A-6, the first furniture object
100 may include one or more backrest assemblies 250-1 to
250-X and thus may include one or more backrest support
assemblies 230-1 to 230-X, where each separate backrest
support assembly 230-1 to 230-X 1s icluded 1n a separate
backrest assembly 250-1 to 250-X, and each separate back-
rest support assembly 230-1 to 230-X i1s coupled to the
load-bearing support assembly 220 via a separate, respective
hinge assembly of the hinge assemblies 232-1 to 232-X. As
shown 1 FIGS. 2A-6, therefore, each separate backrest
assembly 250-1 to 250-X may include a separate backrest
support assembly 230-1 to 230-X and a separate backrest
portion 214-1 to 214-X of the seating assembly 210 that 1s
on the separate backrest support assembly 230-1 to 230-X,
and each separate backrest assembly 250-1 to 250-X may be
coupled to the load-bearing support assembly 220 via a
separate hinge assembly of the one or more hinge assemblies

232-1 to 232-X corresponding to the separate backrest
assemblies 250-1 to 250-X.

Referring now to FIGS. 2A-6 and 13A-14C, the seal
assembly 1300 may be on (e.g., on a bottom end of) the
load-bearing support assembly 220. As shown, the seal
assembly including one or more partition structures 1304-1
to 1304-Y, one or more remainder structures 1302-1 to
1302-Y, and one or more fastener assemblies 1310-1 to
1310-Y, with Y being any positive integer. The value of Y
may be different with regard to different structures. For
example, as shown 1 FIGS. 2A-6 and 13A-14C, Y=1 {or the
partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y, the remainder struc-
tures 1302-1 to 1302-Y, the hinge points 1340-1 to 1340-Y,
the apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y, and the fastener assemblies
1310-1 to 1310-Y, but m FIGS. 16A-16F Y=2 for the
partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y while Y=1 for the
remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y.

As shown 1 FIGS. 13A-14C, the one or more partition
structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y may define one or more seal-
able apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y into an interior of the first
turmiture object 100, and the one or more partition structures
1304-1 to 1304-Y may be at least partially detached from the
one or more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y to open
(“expose”) the one or more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y to
expose the one or apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y to the exterior
of the first furmiture object 100. Restated, the one or more
partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y may be configured to
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at least partially open (“expose”) the one or more apertures
1320-1 to 1320-Y to expose the one or apertures 1320-1 to
1320-Y to the exterior of the first furniture object 100 based
on at least partially detaching from the one or more remain-
der structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y. In some example embodi-
ments, the one or more partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y
may be configured to completely (“entirely”™) detached from
the one or more remainders structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y to
expose the one or more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y.

Still referring to FIGS. 13A-14C, the one or more parti-
tion structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y may be at least partially
attached to the one or more remainder structures 1302-1 to
1302-Y wvia the one or more fastener assemblies 1310-1 to
1310-Y, and the one or more partition structures 1304-1 to
1304-Y may be at least partially detached from the one or
more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y based on
disengaging at least a portion of the one or more fastener

assemblies 1310-1 to 1310-Y trom the one or more remain-
der structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y.

As shown 1n FIGS. 2A-6 and 13A-14C, the one or more
partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y and the one or more
remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y may be a continuous
(e.g., “unitary”) piece of material (e.g., fabric) connected at
hinge points 1340, where the hinge points 1340 may be one
or more continuous (unitary) pieces ol material extending
between the one or more remainder structures 1302 and the
one or more partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y, such that
the partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y may be only
partially detached from the remainder structure 1302-1 to
1302-Y via decoupling of the one or more fastener assem-
blies 1310-1 to 1310-Y, such that the one or more partition
structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y remain attached to the one or
more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y when the one
or more partition structures 1304-1 to 13404-Y are at least
partially detached from the one or more remainder structures
1302-1 to 1302-Y to open (“‘expose”) one or more apertures
1320-1 to 1320-Y between the interior of the first furniture
object 100 (e.g., the enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N as
described further below) and the exterior of the first furni-
ture object 100. In some example embodiments, the one or
more partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y may include a
different material than the one or more remainder structures

1302-1 to 1302-Y.

As shown in FIGS. 2A-6 and 13A-14C, the seal assembly
1300 may include material that 1s coupled to the outer
covering material 1640 of the load-bearing support assembly
220. In some example embodiments, the material at least
partially comprising the seal assembly 1300 (e.g., the mate-
rial comprising the one or more partition structures 1304-1
to 1304-Y and the one or more remainder structures 1302-1
to 1302-Y) and the material at least partially comprising the
outer covering material 1640 may be a single, continuous
(e.g., unitary) piece of material that extends over at least the
side boundaries of the load-bearing support assembly 220
and a bottom and/or top end of the load-bearing support
assembly 220 to define the seal assembly 1300.

The one or more fastener assemblies 1310-1 to 1310-Y
may couple at least a portion of the one or more partition
structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y and the one or more remainder
structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y together. In some example
embodiments, the one or more partition structures 1304-1 to
1304-Y are configured to reversibly detached from the one
or more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y, such that,
for example with regard to the example embodiments of
FIGS. 13A-13C where the seal assembly 1300 includes a
sole partition structure 1304-1, a sole remainder structure
1302-1 and a sole fastener assembly 1310-1, the sole par-
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tition structure 1304-1 may be partially detached from the
sole remainder structure 1302-1 to reversibly open (“ex-
pose”) the sole aperture 1320-1.

The one or more fastener assemblies 1310-1 to 1310-Y
may be any type of fastener, including a zipper fastener, that
1s configured to attach at least a portion of at least one
partition structure 1304-1 to 1304-Y to at least one remain-
der structure 1302-1 to 1302-Y. The one or more fastener
assemblies 1310-1 to 1310-Y may, i some example
embodiments, be configured to attach a partition structure
1304-1 to 1304-Y to a remainder structure 1302-1 to 1302-Y
only once, such that the partition structure 1304-1 to 1304-Y
cannot be reattached to the remainder structure 1302-1 to
1302-Y once detached therefrom. For example, the one or
more fastener assemblies 1301-1 to 1310-Y may include a
breakable seal, adhesive (e.g., tape and/or glue), some
combination thereof, or the like. The one or more fastener
assembly 1310-1 to 1310-Y may, 1n some example embodi-
ments, be configured to reversibly detach a partition struc-
ture 1304-1 to 1304-Y from a remainder structure 1302-1 to
1302-Y, such that the partition structure 1304-1 to 1304-Y
can be reattached to the remainder structure 1302-1 to
1302-Y once detached therefrom. In some example embodi-
ments, different fastener assemblies 1310-1 to 1310-Y may
be 1ncluded in the first furniture object 100 and may couple
separate partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y to one or
more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y (e.g., one
partition structure 1304-1 may be coupled to a remainder
structure 1302-1 via a zipper-type fastener assembly 1310-1
and another partition structure 1304-Y may be coupled the
remainder structure 1302-1 via an adhesive-type fastener
assembly 1310-Y. In some example embodiments, a given
partition structure 1304-1 to 1304-Y may be configured to be
coupled to one or more remainder structures 1302-1 to
1302-Y via multiple, different fastener assemblies 1310-1 to
1310-Y, for example a zipper-type fastener and an adhesive
fastener, such that the partition structure 1304-1 to 1304-Y
may be reversibly detached from the one or more remainder
structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y while providing an indication,
based on breaking of the adhesive fastener, of whether the
partition structure 1304-1 to 1304-Y has been detached from
the one or more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y at
least once.

Still referring to FIGS. 13A-14C, the load-bearing beams
1600, the seating assembly 210, and the seal assembly 1300
may collectively define one or more sealable enclosures
1400-1 to 1400-N (N being any positive integer) within the
interior of the first furniture object 100 (e.g., the interior of
the load-bearing support assembly 220), such that the first
turmiture object 100 1includes one or more enclosures 1400-1
to 1400-N and the one or more partition structures 1304-1 to
1304-Y are configured to detach from one or more remain-
der structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y of the seal assembly 1300
to open one or more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y. As shown
in at least FIGS. 13A-14C, N=2 and Y=1, such that the
load-bearing beams 1600, the seating assembly 210, and the
seal assembly 1300 collectively define two separate enclo-
sures 1400-1 to 1400-N and the seal assembly 1300 includes
a single partition structure 1304-1 that 1s configured to open
a single aperture 1320-1 to expose both enclosures 1400-1 to
1400-N to the exterior of the first furniture object 100. But,
it will be understood that example embodiments are not
limited to the example embodiments shown 1n at least FIGS.
13A-14C, as N and Y may have independent values (e.g., the
value of N may be independent of the value of Y). As shown
in at least FIGS. 13A-14C, 1n some example embodiments,
the plurality of load-bearing beams 1600 may define side
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boundaries of the one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N,
the seating assembly 210 may define a top boundary of the
one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N, and the seal

assembly 1300 may define a bottom boundary of the one or

more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N.

As shown 1n FIGS. 13A-14C, 1n some example embodi-
ments, the plurality of load-bearing beams 1600, the seating
assembly 210, and the seal assembly 1300 collectively
define a plurality of enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N within the
interior of the first furniture object 100, where the plurality
of enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N are 1solated from each other
by at least one load-bearing beam of the plurality of load-
bearing beams 1600. For example, as shown in FIGS.
13A-14C, the mner load-bearing beam 1602 divides the
interior that 1s otherwise defined by the outer load-bearing
beams 1604-1 to 1604-7Z into two separate enclosures
1400-1 to 1400-N (e.g., N=2 with regard to the enclosures),
such that the separate enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N are
1solated from each other by at least the mner load-bearing
beam 1602.

As described further below, the first furniture object 100
may be configured to hold a plurality of separate pieces
710-1 to 710-N within the enclosure 1400 (the value of N
with regard to the separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N may be
independent of the value of N with regard to the one or more
enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N). The one or more partition
structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y may be configured to detached
from the one or more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y
to open the one or more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y to
enable removal of the plurality of separate pieces 710-1 to
710-N from the one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N
through the one or more opened apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y.

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view of the assembled second
furmiture object shown i FIG. 1 1n a first assembled
configuration, according to some example embodiments.
FIG. 8 1s a perspective view of the assembled second
furmiture object shown 1n FIG. 1 1n a disassembled configu-
ration, according to some example embodiments. FIG. 9 1s
a perspective view of the assembled second furniture object
shown 1 FIG. 1 in a second assembled configuration,
according to some example embodiments. FIG. 10 1s a front
view ol the assembled second furniture object shown i FIG.
1, according to some example embodiments. FIG. 11 1s a
side view of the assembled second furniture object shown 1n
FIG. 1, according to some example embodiments. FI1G. 12 1s
a top view of the assembled second furmiture object shown
in FIG. 1, according to some example embodiments.

As shown 1n FIGS. 7-12, a second furniture object 200 of
the furniture set 10 may be an ottoman. As further shown,
the second furniture object 200 may include one or more
separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N (N being any positive
integer). In some example embodiments, N=1 with regard to
the one or more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N, such that the
second furniture object 200 1s a single-piece 710-1 object.

In some example embodiments, including the example
embodiments shown 1n FIGS. 7-12 and 13A-14C, where N
with regard to the one or more separate pieces 710-1 to
710-N 1s greater than 1 (e.g., N=2 as shown in FIGS.
13A-14C), the separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N may be
coupled together to assemble the second furniture object 200
in one or more assembled Conﬁgurations of the second
furmiture object 200. The separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N
may be configured to be coupled together in different
configurations to assemble the second furniture object 1n
different assembled configurations that correspond with the
second furniture object 200 being different types of furni-
ture.
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For example, as shown 1in FI1G. 8, the first piece 710-1 may
be a top cushion piece that includes a cushion padding
structure 712 on one side of the first piece 710-1 and a tray
structure 714 with a protrusion structure 716 on the opposite
side of the first piece 710-1, the cushion padding structure
712 being coupled to the tray structure 714. In addition, as
turther shown 1 FIGS. 7-12, a separate piece 710-N of the
second Turniture object 200 may include structural elements
that define a partial enclosure 730 extending into an interior
(“interior volume™) of the separate piece 710-N, and the first
piece 710-1 may be configured to detachably couple with the
separate piece 710-N 1n a first configuration where the
protruding structure 716 1s inserted into the partial enclosure
730, as shown 1n at least FIG. 7, to establish a protrusion/
receptacle interface connection to assemble the second fur-
niture object 200 1n a first assembled configuration such that
the second furniture object 200 1s an ottoman (e.g., the
cushion padding structure 712 faces away from the separate
object 710-N).

In another example, as shown 1 FIG. 9, the first piece
710-1 may be configured to detachably couple with the
separate piece 710-N 1n a second assembled configuration
that 1s different from the first assembled configuration,
where at least a portion of the cushion padding structure 712
1s 1nserted into the partial enclosure 730 so that the tray
structure 714 1s exposed and a surface 718 of the tray
structure 714 that faces away from the separate piece 710-N
(and may be bounded by the protrusion structure 716)
defines a table surface, such that the second furniture object
200 1n the second assembled configuration 1s a table.

As shown 1n FIGS. 7-12, the separate pieces 710-1 to
710-N may be detachably coupled together based on fitting
complementary interface structures (e.g., protrusion struc-
ture 716 and partial enclosure 730) together, but example
embodiments are not limited thereto. For example, partial
enclosure 730 and protrusion structure 716 may be omitted
from the separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N. In some example
embodiments, the partial enclosure 730 may occupy a sub-
stantial portion (e.g., >10%) of the internal volume of at
least the separate piece 710-N, such that the partial enclosure
730 may be configured to provide a storage area within the
second furniture object 200 when the second furniture object
200 1s assembled 1n one or more assembled configurations.

Still referring to FIGS. 7-12, the second furniture object
200 may include a set of one or more leg structures 740.
Similarly to the leg structure 240 described above, the one
or more leg structures 740 may be detachably or fixedly
(e.g., irreversibly) coupled to the at least one of the pieces
710-1 to 710-N (for example piece 710-N as shown in FIGS.
7-12). In some example embodiments, the one or more leg
structures 740 may be considered to be separate from the
second furniture object 200. In some example embodiments,
the one or more leg structures 740 may be considered to be
a part of one or more of the pieces 710-1 to 710-N (e.g., a
part of piece 710-N).

FIGS. 13A, 13B, and 13C are bottom-{ront views of the
first furniture object holding the disassembled second fur-
niture object shown 1n FIG. 1 1n sealable compartments of
the first furniture object, according to some example
embodiments. FIG. 14A 1s a cross-sectional view, along
view line XIVA-XIVA' m FIGS. 2A and 5 of the first
tfurmiture object holding the disassembled second furniture
object shown 1n FIG. 1 1n sealable compartments of the first
furmiture object, according to some example embodiments.
FIG. 14B 1s a cross-sectional view, along view line XIVB-
XIVB'1n FIGS. 2A and 3, of the first furniture object holding,
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sealable compartments of the first furniture object, accord-
ing to some example embodiments. FIG. 14C 1s a cross-
sectional view, along view line XIVC-XIVC' in FIGS. 2A
and 5, of the first furniture object holding the disassembled
second furniture object shown i FIG. 1 1n sealable com-
partments of the first furniture object, according to some
example embodiments.

Referring to FIGS. 13A-14C, 1n some example embodi-
ments, one or more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N of the
second furniture object 200 may be inserted into the one or
more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N of the first furniture
object 100, and the one or more partition structures 1304-1
to 1304-Y may be configured to seal the one or more
apertures 1320-1 to 1302-Y while the one or more separate
pieces 710-1 to 710-N are 1n the one or more enclosures
1400-1 to 1400-N. Accordingly, the first furniture object 100
may be configured to hold the one or more separate pieces
710-1 to 710-N within the one or more enclosures 1400-1 to
1400-N, and the one or more partition structures 1304-1 to
1304-Y are configured to detach from one or more remain-
der structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y of the seal assembly 1300
to open the one or more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y to
enable removal of the one or more separate pieces 710-1 to
710-N from the one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N
through the one or more opened apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y.
Where N>1 with regard to the separate pieces 710-1 to
710-N, the separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N, once removed
from the one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N, may be
coupled together 1n one or more configurations to assemble
the second furniture object 200 externally to the first furni-
ture object 100 to establish the furniture set 10.

Accordingly, the second furniture object 200 may be
stored, 1n one piece or multiple separate pieces, 1 one or
more sealable enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N within the
interior of the first furniture object 100. As a result, the
volume occupied by the furniture set 10 (the collective first
and second furniture objects 100, 200) during storage and/or
transport of the furniture set 10 may be reduced, thereby
improving efliciencies and reducing costs associated with
said storage and/or transport, and further providing protec-
tion to the one or more pieces 710-1 to 710-N of the second
furnmiture object 200 via one or more clements of the first
furnmiture object 100, 1n addition to any packaging material
that may be provided around the first furniture object 100
during storage and/or transport of same.

In some example embodiments, the one or more separate
pieces 710-1 to 710-N of the second furmiture object 200
may be, independently or subsequently to disassembly of the
second furmiture object 200 into the one or more separate
pieces 710-1 to 710-N, inserted into the one or more
enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N via one or more open apertures
1320-1 to 1320-Y, and the one or more partition structures
1304-1 to 1304-Y may be attached to the one or more
remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y to seal the one or
more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y, thereby securing the one
or more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N within the one or
more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N.

In some example embodiments, a given enclosure of the
one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N may have a size,
shape, volume, a sub-combination thereof, or a combination
thereol that matches or substantially matches (e.g., matches
within manufacturing tolerances and/or material tolerances)
a corresponding size, shape, volume, a sub-combination
thereof, or a combination thereol of a particular separate
piece ol the one or more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N,
such that the particular piece occupies an entirety or sub-
stantially an entirety (e.g., an entirety within manufacturing
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tolerances and/or material tolerances) of the given enclo-
sure. As an example, and with reference to FIGS. 13A-14C,
in some example embodiments, the enclosures 1400-1 to
1400-N may each have a size that substantially matches a
volume of a separate piece of the plurality of separate pieces
710-1 to 710-N, such that each separate piece occupies
substantially an entirety of a separate enclosure of the
plurality of enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N. Thus, the separate
pieces 710-1 to 710-N may be protected from damage that
may occur due to jostling and/or shifting of the separate
pieces 710-1 to 710-N within significantly larger enclosures
1400-1 to 1400-N and/or enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N

having different shapes than the pieces held within.

As further shown 1 FIGS. 13A-14C, 1n some example
embodiments, the first furniture object 100 includes multiple
enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N that are 1solated from each
other (e.g., by inner load-bearing beam 1602 partitioning the
enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N from each other), such that
separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N held in separate enclosures
1400-1 to 1400-N may be 1solated from each other, thereby
providing additional protection to the separate pieces 710-1
to 710-N from damage that may be mncurred due to contact
(e.g., impact) with each other as a result of being held 1n a
common enclosure.

FIG. 15 1s a flowchart illustrating a method, according to
some example embodiments. FIGS. 16A, 168, 16C, 16D,
16E, and 16F illustrate manipulation of various elements of
a furniture set according to one or more operations of the
method of FIG. 15, according to some example embodi-
ments.

Referring to FIGS. 15 and 16A, at S1510, a first furniture
object 100 1s provided and, at S1520, one or more separate
pieces 710-1 to 710-N of a second furmiture object 200 are
provided. In FIGS. 16A-16F, N>1 and in fact N=2 with
regard to the separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N, but example
embodiments are not limited thereto (e.g., N may equal 1 or
may be greater than 2). The providing of the first furniture
object 100 at S1510 may include fabricating (e.g., manu-
facturing, assembling, or a combination thereof) the first
furmiture object 100, receiving the first furniture object, a
sub-combination thereof, or a combination thereof. The
providing of the one or more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N
of the second furniture object 200 at S1520 may include
tabricating (e.g., manufacturing, assembling, or a combina-
tion thereol) the one or more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N,
receiving the one or more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N,
disassembling the second furniture object 200 1nto the one or
more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N, a sub-combination
thereot, or a combination thereof.

Referring to FIGS. 15 and 16B, at S1330, the one or more
separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N are inserted into the one or
more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N. Such sertion may
include at least partially detaching one or more partition
structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y from one or more remainder
structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y of the seal assembly 1300 (e.g.,
based on decoupling one or more fastener assemblies 1310-1
to 1310-Y) to open one or more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y
that expose the one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N to
the exterior of the first furniture object 100, and the one or
more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N are mserted into the
one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N (e.g., 1into sepa-
rate, respective enclosures as shown in FIG. 16B) through
the one or more opened apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y. In
FIGS. 16A-16F, N>1 and in fact N=2 with regard to the
separate enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N, but example embodi-
ments are not limited thereto (e.g., N may equal 1 or may be
greater than 2), and the value of N with regard to the one or
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more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N may be different from the
value of N with regard to the one or more separate pieces
710-1 to 710-N. In FIGS. 16A-16F, Y>1 and in fact Y=2
with regard to the one or more partition structures 1304-1 to
1304-Y, the one or more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y, the one
or more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y, and the one
or more fastener assemblies 1310-1 to 1310-Y, but example
embodiments are not limited thereto (e.g., N may equal 1 or
may be greater than 2), and the respective values of Y with
regard to said elements of the seal assembly 1300 may be
different each other (e.g., Y may equal 1 with regard to the
one or more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y and Y
may simultaneously equal 2 with regard to the one or more
partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y, the one or more
apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y, and the one or more fastener
assemblies 1310-1 to 1310-Y.

As shown 1n FIG. 16B, the one or more partition struc-
tures 1304-1 to 1304-Y and the one or more remainder
structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y may be a continuous (e.g.,
“unitary”’) piece of material (e.g., fabric) connected at hinge
points 1340, such that the one or more partition structures
1304-1 to 1304-Y may be only partially detached from the
one or more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y wvia
decoupling of the one or more fastener assemblies 1310-1 to
1310-Y, such that the one or more partition structures 1304-1
to 1304-Y remain attached to the one or more remainder
structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y during operation S1530.

Referring to FIGS. 15 and 16C, at 51540 the one or more
partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y may be attached to the
one or more remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y to close
the one or more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y and to thus seal
the one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N from the
exterior of the first furniture object 100.

Referring to FIGS. 15 and 16D, in some example embodi-
ments, and at S1550, the first furniture object 100 that 1s
holding the one or more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N
within the one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N may be
inserted into, encased 1n, wrapped in, etc. one or more
instances of packaging 1700 to protect the first furniture
object 100 (and the one or more separate pieces 710-1 to
710-N held within) from damage. The packaged first furni-
ture object 100 with one or more separate pieces 710-1 to
710-N held within may then be stored, transported, or a
combination thereof.

Subsequently to S13550, the packaging 1700 may be
removed, for example upon the completion of transport of
the first furniture object 100 to an end-user location (e.g., a

user’s home).
Referring to FIGS. 15 and 16E, at S1560, the one or more

partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y may be partially or
entirely detached from the one or more remainder structures
1302-1 to 1302-Y of the seal assembly 1300 (e.g., based on
mampulation and/or at least partial decoupling of the one or
more fastener assemblies 1310-1 to 1310-Y) to open the one
or more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y to expose the one or
more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N, and the one or more
separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N held within, to the exterior
of the first furniture object 100. The one or more separate
pieces 710-1 to 710-N may then be removed from the one or
more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N via the opened one or
more apertures 1320-1 to 1320-Y. In some example embodi-
ments, the one or more partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y
may be enftirely and/or permanently (e.g., irreversibly)
detached from the one or more remainder structures 1302-1
to 1302-Y, such that the one or more enclosures 1402-1 to
1400-N remain exposed to the exterior of the first furniture
object 100. In some example embodiments, the one or more
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partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y may be reversibly
detached from the one or more remainder structures 1302-1
to 1302-Y at S1560 (e.g., the one or more fastener assem-
blies 1310-1 to 1310-Y may be one or more zippers that are
configured to be reversibly manipulated to reversibly detach
(e.g., detach and later reattach without any change 1n struc-
tural integratory of the seal assembly 1300) the one or more
partition structures 1304-1 to 1304-Y and the one or more
remainder structures 1302-1 to 1302-Y together.

Referring to FIGS. 135 and 16F, at S1570, where N>1 with
regard to the one or more separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N,
said separate pieces 710-1 to 710-N, once removed from the
one or more enclosures 1400-1 to 1400-N, may be coupled
together, 1n one or more various configurations, to assemble
the second furniture object 200 externally to the first furni-
ture object 100, thereby configuring the furniture set 10 to
provide utility to a user based on the first and second
tfurmiture objects 100, 200 collectively providing utility to
the user (e.g., a user sitting on the first furniture object 100
and resting one or more limbs and/or 1items on the second
turmiture object 200).

While a number of example embodiments have been
disclosed herein, it should be understood that other varia-
tions may be possible. Such variations are not to be regarded
as a departure from the spirit and scope of the present
disclosure, and all such modifications as would be obvious
to one skilled 1n the art are intended to be included within the
scope of the following claims.

I claim:
1. A furniture set, comprising:
a {irst furmiture object, the first furniture object including

a load-bearing support assembly, the load-bearing sup-
port assembly configured to support a structural load,
the load-bearing support assembly including a plu-
rality of load-bearing beams,

a seating assembly on the load-bearing support assem-
bly, the seating assembly configured to receive the
structural load such that the seating assembly con-
ducts the structural load to the load-bearing support
assembly, and

a seal assembly on the load-bearing support assembly,
the seal assembly including a partition structure
configured to define a sealable aperture to an
interior of the first furniture object; and

a second furmiture object, the second furniture object
including a plurality of separate pieces configured to be
detachably coupled to each other to assemble the
second furniture object,

wherein the load-bearing beams, the seating assembly,
and the seal assembly collectively define a sealable
enclosure within the interior of the first furniture object,
such that the first furniture object 1s configured to hold
the plurality of separate pieces within the sealable
enclosure, and the partition structure 1s configured to
detach from a remainder structure of the seal assembly
to open the sealable aperture to enable removal of the
plurality of separate pieces from the sealable enclosure
through the opened aperture,

wherein the plurality of load-bearing beams includes
outer load-bearing beams that define side boundaries of
the interior of the first furniture object and an inner
load-bearing beam that divides the interior into two
separate enclosures, the two separate enclosures includ-
ing the sealable enclosure, such that

the two separate enclosures are 1solated from each other
by the mner load-bearing beam such that the inner
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load-bearing beam at least partially defines a side
boundary of each enclosure of the two separate
enclosures, and
at least one outer load-bearing beam of the outer
load-bearing beams at least partially defines another
side boundary of each enclosure of the two separate
enclosures that 1s part of the side boundaries of the
interior,
wherein the seal assembly includes a single partition
structure that 1s a single, continuous piece of material
configured to open a single aperture to expose both of
the two separate enclosures to an exterior of the first

furniture object.
2. The furniture set of claim 1, wherein

the seating assembly defines a top boundary of the seal-

able enclosure, and

the seal assembly defines a bottom boundary of the

sealable enclosure.

3. The furniture set of claim 1, wherein the first furniture
object 1s a convertible sofa.

4. The furniture set of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
separate pieces are configured to be coupled together 1n
different configurations to assemble the second furniture
object.

5. The furnmiture set of claim 1, wherein the partition
structure 1s configured to expose the two separate enclosures
based on detaching from the remainder structure of the seal
assembly.

6. The furniture set of claim 1, wherein each enclosure of
the two separate enclosures has a size that substantially
matches a volume of a separate piece of the plurality of
separate pieces, such that each separate piece occupies
substantially an entirety of a separate enclosure of the two
separate enclosures.

7. The furmiture set of claim 1, wherein the partition
structure 1s configured to reversibly detach from the remain-
der structure to reversibly open the sealable aperture.

8. The furniture set of claim 7, wherein the seal assembly
includes a fastener assembly that 1s configured to reversibly
detach the partition structure from the remainder structure.

9. A furniture set, comprising:

a first furniture object, the first furniture object including

a load-bearing support assembly, the load-bearing sup-
port assembly configured to support a structural load,
the load-bearing support assembly including a plu-
rality of load-bearing beams,

a seating assembly on the load-bearing support assem-
bly, the seating assembly configured to receive the
structural load such that the seating assembly con-
ducts the structural load to the load-bearing support
assembly, and

a seal assembly on the load-bearing support assembly,
the seal assembly including a partition structure
configured to define a sealable aperture mto an
interior of the first furniture object; and

a second furniture object, the second furniture object

including a plurality of separate pieces configured to be

detachably coupled to each other to assemble the
second furniture object,

wherein the load-bearing beams, the stating assembly, and

the seal assembly collectively define a sealable enclo-

sure within the interior of the first furniture object, such
that the first furniture object 1s configured to hold the
plurality of separate pieces within the sealable enclo-
sure, and the partition structure 1s configured to detach
from a remainder structure of the seal assembly to open
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the sealable aperture to enable removal of the plurality

ol separate pieces from the sealable enclosure through

the opened aperture,
wherein the plurality of load-bearing beams includes

outer load-bearing beams that define side boundaries of
the interior of the first furniture object and an inner
load-bearing beam that divides the interior into two
separate enclosures, the two separate enclosures includ-
ing the sealable enclosure, such that

the two separate enclosures are 1solated from each other
by the mner load-bearing beam such that the nner
load-bearing beam at least partially defines a side
boundary of each enclosure of the two separate

enclosures, and

at least one outer load-bearing beam of the outer
load-bearing beams at least partially defines another
side boundary of each enclosure of the two separate
enclosures that 1s part of the side boundaries of the
interior

wherein the first furniture object 1s a convertible sofa,
wherein the second furniture object 1s an ottoman.
10. The furniture set of claim 9, wherein the seal assembly
includes a single partition structure that 1s a single, continu-
ous piece of material configured to open a single aperture to
expose both of the two separate enclosures to an exterior of
the first furniture object.
11. A furniture object, comprising:
a load-bearing support assembly, the load-bearing support
assembly configured to support a structural load, the
load-bearing support assembly including a plurality of
load-bearing beams;
a seating assembly on the load-bearing support assembly,
the seating assembly configured to receive the struc-
tural load such that the seating assembly conducts the
structural load to the load-bearing support assembly;
and
a seal assembly on the load-bearing support assembly, the
seal assembly including a partition structure configured
to define a sealable aperture into an interior of the
furniture object,
wherein the load-bearing beams, the seating assembly,
and the seal assembly collectively define a sealable
enclosure within the interior of the furniture object,
such that the furniture object 1s configured to hold a
plurality of separate pieces of a separate furniture
object within the sealable enclosure, and the partition
structure 1s configured to detach from a remainder
structure of the seal assembly to open the sealable
aperture to enable removal of the plurality of separate
pieces from the sealable enclosure through the opened
aperture,
wherein the plurality of load-bearing beams includes
outer load-bearing beams that define side boundaries of
the interior of the furniture object and an inner load-
bearing beam that divides the interior into two separate
enclosures, the two separate enclosures including the
sealable enclosure, such that
the two separate enclosures are completely 1solated
from each other by the inner load-bearing beam such
that the mnner load-bearing beam at least partially
defines a side boundary of each enclosure of the two
separate enclosures, and

at least one outer load-bearing beam of the outer
load-bearing beams at least partially defines another
side boundary of each enclosure of the two separate
enclosures that 1s part of the side boundaries of the
interior,
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wherein the seal assembly includes a single partition

structure that 1s a single, continuous piece ol material

configured to open a single aperture to expose both of
the two separate enclosures to an exterior of the furni-
ture object.

12. The furniture object of claim 11, wherein

the seating assembly defines a top boundary of the seal-

able enclosure, and

the seal assembly defines a bottom boundary of the

sealable enclosure.

13. The furniture object of claim 11, wherein the furniture
object 1s a convertible sofa.

14. The furniture object of claim 13, wherein the separate
furniture object 1s an ottoman.

15. The furmiture object of claim 11, wherein the partition
structure 1s configured to expose the two separate enclosures
based on detaching from the remainder structure of the seal
assembly.

16. The furniture object of claim 11, wherein each enclo-
sure of the two separate enclosures has a size that substan-
tially matches a volume of a separate piece of the plurality
ol separate pieces, such that each separate piece occupies
substantially an entirety of a separate enclosure of the two
separate enclosures.

17. The furniture object of claim 11, wherein the partition
structure 1s configured to reversibly detach from the remain-
der structure to reversibly open the sealable aperture.

18. The furniture object of claim 17, wherein the seal
assembly 1ncludes a fastener assembly that 1s configured to
reversibly detach the partition structure from the remainder
structure.

19. A method, comprising:

providing a first furniture object, the first furniture object

including,

a load-bearing support assembly, the load-bearing sup-
port assembly configured to support a structural load,
the load-bearing support assembly including a plu-
rality of load-bearing beams;

a seating assembly on the load-bearing support assem-
bly, the seating assembly configured to receive the
structural load such that the seating assembly con-
ducts the structural load to the load-bearing support
assembly; and

a seal assembly on the load-bearing support assembly,
the seal assembly including a partition structure
configured to define a sealable aperture nto an
interior of the first furniture object,

wherein the load-bearing beams, the seating assembly,
and the seal assembly collectively define a sealable
enclosure within the interior of the first furniture
object, a plurality of separate pieces of a second
furniture object located within the sealable enclo-
sure;

detaching the partition structure from a remainder struc-

ture of the seal assembly to open the sealable aperture

to expose the sealable enclosure to an exterior of the
first Turniture object;

removing the plurality of separate pieces from the seal-

able enclosure via the opened aperture; and

coupling the plurality of separate pieces together to

assemble the second furmiture object,

wherein the plurality of load-bearing beams includes

outer load-bearing beams that define side boundaries of
the interior of the first furniture object and an inner
load-bearing beam that divides the interior into two
separate enclosures, the two separate enclosures includ-
ing the sealable enclosure, such that
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the two separate enclosures are 1solated from each other
by the inner load-bearing beam such that the inner
load-bearing beam at least partially defines a side
boundary of each enclosure of the two separate
enclosures, and
at least one outer load-bearing beam of the outer
load-bearing beams at least partially defines another
side boundary of each enclosure of the two separate
enclosures that 1s part of the side boundaries of the
interior,

wherein the seal assembly includes a single partition

structure that 1s a single, continuous piece of material
configured to open a single aperture to expose both of
the two separate enclosures to the exterior of the first
furniture object.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein

the seating assembly defines a top boundary of the seal-

able enclosure, and

the seal assembly defines a bottom boundary of the

sealable enclosure.

21. The method of claim 19, wherein the first furniture
object 1s a convertible sofa.

22. The method of claim 19, wherein the plurality of
separate pieces are configured to be assembled in different
configurations to assemble the second furniture object.

23. The method of claim 19, wherein the partition struc-
ture 1s configured to expose the two separate enclosures
based on detaching from the remainder structure of the seal
assembly.

24. The method of claim 19, wherein each enclosure of
the two separate enclosures has a size that substantially
matches a volume of a separate piece of the plurality of
separate pieces, such that each separate piece occupies
substantially an entirety of a separate enclosure of the two
separate enclosures.

25. The method of claim 19, wherein the detaching the
partition structure from the remainder structure of the seal
assembly reversibly detaches the partition structure from the
remainder structure to reversibly open the sealable aperture.

26. The method of claim 25, wherein the seal assembly
includes a fastener assembly that 1s configured to reversibly
detach the partition structure from the remainder structure.

27. A method, comprising;:

providing a first furniture object, the first furniture object

including

a load-bearing support assembly, the load-bearing sup-
port assembly configured to support a structural load,
the load-bearing support assembly including a plu-
rality of load-bearing beams;
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a seating assembly on the load-bearing support assem-
bly, the seating assembly configured to receive the
structural load such that the seating assembly con-
ducts the structural load to the load-bearing support
assembly; and

a seal assembly on the load-bearing support assembly,
the seal assembly including a partition structure
configured to define a sealable aperture nto an
interior of the first furniture object,

wherein the load-bearing beams, the seating assembly,
and the seal assembly collectively define a sealable
enclosure within the interior of the first furniture
object, a plurality of separate pieces of a second
furniture object located within the sealable enclo-
sure;

detaching the partition structure from a remainder struc-
ture of the seal assembly to open the sealable aperture
to expose the sealable enclosure to an exterior of the
first Turniture object;

removing the plurality of separate pieces from the seal-
able enclosure via the opened aperture; and

coupling the plurality of separate pieces together to
assemble the second furniture object,

wherein the plurality of load-bearing beams includes
outer load-bearing beams that define side boundaries of
the 1nterior of the first furniture object and an inner
load-bearing beam that divides the interior into two
separate enclosures, the two separate enclosures includ-
ing the sealable enclosure, such that

the two separate enclosures are 1solated from each other

by the inner load-bearing beam such that the inner
load-bearing beam at least partially defines a side

boundary of each enclosure of the two separate
enclosures, and

at least one outer load-bearing beam of the outer

load-bearing beams at least partially defines another
side boundary of each enclosure of the two separate
enclosures that 1s part of the side boundaries of the
interior,
wherein the first furniture object 1s a convertible sofa,
wherein the second furniture object 1s an ottoman.

28. The method of claim 27, wherein the seal assembly
includes a single partition structure that 1s a single, continu-
ous piece of material configured to open a single aperture to
expose both of the two separate enclosures to the exterior of
the first furniture object.
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