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CAMERA MODULE AND OPTICAL
APPARATUS COMPRISING SAME

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s the National Phase of PCT Interna-
tional Application No. PCT/KR2017/003396, filed on Mar.

29, 2017, which claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a) to
Patent Application No. 10-2016-0038624, filed in the
Republic of Korea on Mar. 30, 2016, Patent Application No.
10-2016-0038631, filed 1n the Republic of Korea on Mar. 30,
2016, Patent Application No. 10-2016-0038649, filed in the
Republic of Korea on Mar. 30, 2016, and to Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2016-0038653, filed in the Republic of Korea

on Mar. 30, 2016, all of which are hereby expressly incor-
porated by reference into the present application.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments relate to a camera module and an optical
apparatus including the same.

BACKGROUND ART

A mobile communication terminal, a computer, a laptop
computer, a vehicle, or the like 1s equipped with a camera
which 1s capable of displaying video information of the
surroundings or performing photographing or the like. As
the thickness of a mobile communication terminal 1s reduced
and a computer or a laptop computer 1s mimaturized, a
compact, lightweight, and high quality camera has come to
be required.

In particular, a camera used for an automobile or a
survelllance camera (CCTV) requires a wide-angle optical
system for obtaining surrounding image information in a
wide range, and 1t 1s required to design a bright optical
system that may easily distinguish an object to be photo-
graphed even in a dark environment.

TECHNICAL OBIJECT

Embodiments provide a camera module, which enables

active alignment of a lens array unit and i1s capable of

preventing the lens array unit from being out of focus due to
the curing of a first adhesive member, and an optical
apparatus including the camera module.

In addition, embodiments provide a camera module,
which 1s capable of preventing separation of a lens array unit
and preventing the lens array unit from being out of focus,
and an optical apparatus including the camera module.

In addition, embodiments provide a camera module,
which 1s capable of increasing the adhesive force between a
circuit board and a holder and preventing breakage or
warping of the holder due to impact, and an optical appa-
ratus 1ncluding the camera module.

In addition, embodiments provide a camera module,
which 1s capable of suppressing distortion of an optical axis
between a first imaging unit and a second 1maging unit and
improving the efliciency of dissipation of heat generated
from an 1mage sensor, and an optical apparatus including the
camera module.

TECHNICAL SOLUTION

A camera module according to an embodiment includes:
a first lens barrel including a lower surface and a first
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2

protrusion protruding from the lower surface; a first lens
array including a plurality of first lenses disposed 1n the first
lens barrel; a first holder including a first hole into which the
first protrusion 1s 1nserted; a first adhesive member disposed
between a lower surface of the first lens barrel around the
first protrusion and an upper surface of the first holder
around the first hole; and a first image sensor disposed under
the first hole, wherein the first adhesive member includes
one end and a remaining end, which are disposed so as to
surround the first hole, and the one end and the remaining
end of the first adhesive member are spaced apart from each
other.

An outer circumierential surface of the first protrusion
inserted into the first hole and an inner circumierential
surface of the first hole may be spaced apart from each other.

The first holder may include: a body portion accommo-
dating the first image sensor therein; and a support portion
protruding from an upper surface of the body portion, and
the first hole may penetrate the body portion and the support
portion, and the first adhesive member may be disposed on
an upper surface of the support portion.

The first adhesive member may have a ring shape having
an opening 1n a transverse direction between the one end and
the remaining end thereof, which are spaced apart from each
other.

The upper surtace of the support portion may be disposed
with a first groove, which 1s filled with a portion of the first
adhesive member.

The camera module may further include a second adhe-
stve member disposed in the opening in the first adhesive
member between the first lens barrel and an upper surface of
the support portion of the first holder.

The second adhesive member may be in contact with
outer surfaces of the one end and the remaining end of the
first adhesive member, and may be spaced apart from 1nner
surfaces of the one end and the remaining end of the first
adhesive member.

The camera module may include a retainer coupled to an
upper end of the first lens barrel and configured to fix the first
lens array.

The camera module may further include a reinforcement
support portion disposed on the upper surface of the body
portion so as to be 1n contact with the support portion, and
the reinforcement support portion may protrude from the
upper surface of the body portion, one end of the remnforce-
ment support portion may come nto contact with a side
surface of the support portion, and the reinforcement support
portion may protrude in a horizontal direction from the side
surface of the support portion.

The camera module may further include: a first circuit
board on which the first image sensor 1s disposed, the first
circuit board being coupled to the first holder; an 1imaging
unit including a second lens barrel having a second protru-
s1on, a second lens array disposed 1n the second lens barrel,
a second holder including a second hole into which the
second protrusion 1s inserted, a third adhesive member
disposed between a lower surface of the second lens barrel
around the second protrusion and an upper surface of the
second holder around the second hole, and a second 1image
sensor disposed under the second hole; and a bracket con-
figured to couple a lower surface of the first circuit board and
a lower surface of a second circuit board to each other,
wherein the bracket includes: a body including an upper
surface coupled to the lower surface of the first circuit board,
a lower surface coupled to the lower surface of the second
circuit board, and a side surface located between the upper
surface and the lower surface; and a guide portion having
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one end protruding upwards from the upper surface of the
body and a remaiming end protruding downwards from the
lower surface of the body 1n order to guide the first circuit
board, the first holder, the second circuit board, and the
second holder.

The first groove may take the form of a ring disposed on
the upper surface of the support portion around the hole.

A length of the second adhesive member 1n a direction
perpendicular to a longitudinal direction thereol may be less
than a length of the first adhesive member 1 a direction
perpendicular to a longitudinal direction thereof.

A second groove may be disposed 1n the upper surface of
the support portion of the first holder corresponding to the
opening 1n the first adhesive member, and the second adhe-
sive member may be disposed 1n the second groove and the
opening in the first adhesive member between the first lens
barrel and the upper surface of the support portion of the first

holder.

One end of the second groove may be open to the first
hole, and a remaining end of the second groove may be open
to an outside of the side surface of the support portion.

The second adhesive member may be disposed closer to
the remaining end than the one end of the second groove.

A part of the plurality of first lenses may be disposed
inside the first protrusion.

The first adhesive member may be a UV-curable and
thermosetting adhesive member.

The second adhesive member may be a UV-curable
adhesive member.

A distance between the one end and the remaining end of
the first adhesive member may gradually increase mn a
direction from an mnner circumierential surface to an outer
circumierential surface of the first adhesive member.

A camera module according to another embodiment
includes: a lens barrel including a plurality of seating
portions defining hollow regions having diflerent diameters;
a lens array including a plurality of lenses disposed on the
plurality of seating portions; a holder including a body
portion, a support portion protruding from the body portion,
and a hole penetrating the body portion and the support
portion, a lowermost seating portion among the plurality of
seating portions being inserted 1nto the hole; a first adhesive
member disposed between a lower surface of the lens barrel
around the lowermost seating portion and an upper surface
of the holder; and an 1mage sensor disposed under the hole,
wherein one end and a remaining end of the first adhesive
member, disposed on an upper surface of the support portion
around the hole, are spaced apart from each other, and an
outer circumierential surface of the lowermost seating por-
tion inserted into the hole and an inner circumierential
surface of the hole are spaced apart from each other.

The lens barrel may include a first seating portion defining
a first hollow region having a first diameter; a second seating
portion protruding from a lower surface of the first seating
portion and defining a second hollow region having a second
diameter; and a third seating portion protruding from a lower
surface of the second seating portion and having a third
diameter. The third seating portion may be mserted into the
hole, and the first adhesive member may be disposed
between the lower surface of the second seating portion and
the upper surface of the support portion of the holder.

The first adhesive member may have an opening 1n a
transverse direction.

A groove may be formed in the upper surface of the
support portion of the holder corresponding to the opening
in the first adhesive member, one end of the groove may be
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4

open to the hole, and a remaining end of the groove may be
open to an outside of a side surface of the support portion.

The camera module may further include a second adhe-
stve member disposed in the groove and the opening in the
first adhesive member between the lower surface of the

second seating portion and the upper surface of the support

portion of the holder.

A camera module according to another embodiment
includes: a lens barrel including a protrusion protruding
from a center portion of a lower surface; a plurality of lenses
disposed 1n the lens barrel; a holder including a hole into
which the protrusion 1s inserted; a first adhesive member
disposed between the lower surface of the lens barrel around
the protrusion and an upper surface of the holder around the
hole; and an i1mage sensor disposed under the holder,
wherein the first adhesive member takes the form of a ring
having one end and a remaiming end which are spaced apart
from each other, an opening is disposed between the one end
and the remaining end of the first adhesive member, one end
of the opening 1s open to an 1mnner circumierential surface of
the first adhesive member, and a remaining end of the
opening 1s open to an outer circumierential surface of the
first adhesive member.

An optical apparatus according to an embodiment
includes a display module including a plurality of pixels, the
color of which changes 1n response to an electric signal; the
camera module according to the above embodiments which
convert an 1image iput through a lens into an electric signal;
and a controller configured to control the operation of the
display module and the camera module.

A method of manufacturing a camera module according to
an embodiment includes: coupling a lower surface of a
holder and an upper surface of a circuit board, on which an
image sensor 1s mounted, to each other; applying a first
adhesive member to an upper surface of the holder; UV-
curing the first adhesive member; seating a lens barrel so that
a lower surface of the lens barrel comes 1nto contact with the
UV-cured first adhesive member; and thermally curing the
first adhesive member 1n a state 1n which the lens barrel 1s
seated, wherein one end and a remaining end of the first
adhesive member are spaced apart from each other, and an
opening 1s disposed between the one end and the remaining
end of the first adhesive member so that a gas generated
during UV curing or thermal curing of the adhesive member
1s discharged through the opening.

A camera module according to another embodiment
includes a lens barrel including a plurality of seating por-
tions defining hollow regions having different diameters and
including a protrusion on a lower surface thereof; a lens
array including a plurality of lenses disposed on the plurality
ol seating portions; a holder including a hole 1nto which the
protrusion 1s inserted; a first adhesive member disposed
between the lower surface of the lens barrel around the
protrusion and an upper surface of the holder around the
hole; an 1mage sensor disposed under the hole; and a retainer
which 1s coupled to an upper end of the lens barrel and fixes
the lens array, wherein an outer circumierential surface of
the protrusion inserted into the hole and an mner circum-
terential surface of the hole are spaced apart from each other.

The retainer may be 1n contact with a first lens disposed
on an uppermost seating portion.

The retainer may include: an engaging portion, which
engages with an outer circumierential surface of the upper-
most seating portion of the lens barrel; and a bent portion,
which 1s bent from the engaging portion to support an edge
of the first lens.
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A screw thread for fastening may be formed 1n each of the
uppermost seating portion of the lens barrel and the engag-
ing portion.

The first lens may have the largest diameter among the
plurality of lenses, and may have an upwardly convex exit
surface.

An upper end of the bent portion may be located higher
than an upper end of the lens barrel.

The exit surface of the first lens may protrude out of the
bent portion.

The camera module may further include a reinforcement
adhesive member disposed between the outer circumieren-
tial surface of the uppermost seating portion and the engag-
ing portion.

A groove may be formed 1n an outer circumierential
surface of the retainer, and the camera module may further
include an O-ring disposed in the groove.

A camera module according to another embodiment
includes: a lens barrel including a protrusion on a lower
surface; a lens array including a plurality of lenses disposed
in the lens barrel; a holder including a body portion, a
support portion disposed on an upper surface of the body
portion, and a hole penetrating the body portion and the
support portion, into which the protrusion 1s 1nserted; a first
adhesive member disposed between the lower surface of the
lens barrel around the protrusion and an upper surface of the
support portion around the hole; an 1image sensor disposed
under the hole; and a reinforcement support portion disposed
on the upper surface of the body portion so as to be 1n
contact with the support portion, wherein an outer circums-
terential surface of the protrusion inserted into the hole and
an mner circumierential surface of the hole are spaced apart
from each other.

The reinforcement support portion may protrude from the
upper surface of the body portion, and one end of the
reinforcement support portion may be in contact with a side
surface of the support portion.

The reinforcement support portion may include a plurality
ol reinforcement support portions spaced apart from each
other, and the plurality of reimnforcement support portions
may be disposed so as to face each other in a direction
parallel to a long side of the body portion.

A vertical distance from the upper surface of the body
portion to an upper surface of the renforcement support
portion may be less than a vertical distance from the upper
surface of the body portion to the upper surface of the
support portion.

The reinforcement support portion may protrude in a
horizontal direction from the side surface of the support
portion.

The reinforcement support portion may be a single ring-
shaped structure configured to surround the side surface of
the support portion.

The camera module may further include a circuit board on
which the 1mage sensor 1s mounted, the circuit board being
coupled to the body portion of the holder.

In addition, the camera module may further include a
second adhesive member disposed on an edge of a lower
surface of the body portion to bond the circuit board and the
body portion to each other.

The camera module may further include a first reinforce-
ment adhesive member having one end connected to a first
area ol the second adhesive member and a remaiming end
disposed on the lower surface of the body portion so as to
extend 1n a direction parallel to a long side of the lower
surface of the body portion.
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A width of the first reinforcement adhesive member may
be wider than a width of the second adhesive member.

The camera module may further include a second rein-
forcement adhesive member having one end connected to a
second area of the second adhesive member and a remaining
end extending in a direction parallel to a short side of the
lower surface of the body portion so as to be connected to
a third area of the second adhesive member.

The camera module may further include: a flexible sub-
strate connected to the circuit board; and a third adhesive
member configured to bond one end of the flexible substrate
and a side surface of the body portion to each other.

The camera module may further include a filter located on
the 1image sensor and disposed 1n a central area of the lower
surface of the body portion, and the first reinforcement
member and the second reinforcement adhesive member
may be spaced apart from the filter.

A camera module according to a further embodiment
includes: a first imaging unit; a second 1imaging umt; and a
bracket configured to couple the first imaging unit and the
second 1maging umit to each other, wherein each of the first
and second 1maging units ncludes: a lens barrel having a
protrusion on a lower surface; a lens array including a
plurality of lenses disposed in the lens barrel; a holder
including a hole into which the protrusion 1s inserted; a first
adhesive member disposed between the lower surface of the
lens barrel around the protrusion and an upper surface of the
holder around the hole; and a circuit board on which the
image sensor disposed under the hole 1s mounted, the circuit
board being coupled to the holder, wherein an outer circum-
ferential surface of the protrusion inserted into the hole 1s
spaced apart from an inner circumierential surface of the
hole, and wherein an upper surface of the bracket i1s coupled
to a lower surface of the circuit board of the first imaging
unit and a lower surface of the bracket 1s coupled to a lower
surface of the circuit board of the second imaging unait.

The bracket may include: a body coupled to each of the
first and second 1maging units; and a guide portion con-
nected to the body and configured to guide the circuit board
and the holder of each of the first and second 1maging units.

The guide portion may be in contact with a side surface
of the body, one end of the gmide portion may protrudes
upwards from an upper surtace of the body, and a remaining
end of the guide portion may protrude downwards from a
lower surface of the body.

The guide portion includes a plurality of guide portions
spaced apart from each other, and each of the plurality of
guide portions may be positioned so as to come 1nto contact
with a corresponding one of corners of the body.

Each of the plurality of guide portions may include a bent
portion, which surrounds a corresponding one of the corners
of the body.

A side surface of the circuit board and a side surface of the
holder of each of the first and second 1maging units may be
in contact with an inner surface of each of the plurality of
guide portions.

A lower surface of the holder of each of the first and
second 1maging units may be disposed with a coupling boss,
the body may include a hole including a first opening, which
1s open to the upper surface of the body, and a second
opening, which 1s open to the lower surface of the body, the
coupling boss of the holder of the first imaging unit may pass
through the circuit board of the first imaging unit to thereby
be inserted mnto a first opening in the bracket, and the
coupling boss of the holder of the second 1maging unit may
pass through the circuit board of the second 1maging unit to
thereby be 1nserted into a second opening 1n the bracket.




US 10,962,733 B2

7

The circuit board may be a printed circuit board formed
of an 1nsulating plate and a copper foil, the circuit board may
include a first area formed with a circuit pattern electrically
connected to the 1image sensor and a second area, which 1s
not electrically connected to the image sensor, the copper
to1l of the second area may be exposed to a lower surface of
the isulating plate, the copper foil of the second area
exposed to the lower surface of the msulating plate of the
first imaging unit may be 1n contact with the upper surface
of the bracket, and the copper foil of the second area exposed
to the lower surface of the insulating plate of the second
imaging unit may be in contact with the lower surface of the
bracket.

The camera module may further includes a thermally
conductive tape disposed between the upper surface of the
bracket or the lower surface of the bracket and the copper
to1l of the second area exposed to the lower surface of the
insulating plate of each of the first and second 1imaging units.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS

Embodiments enable active alignment of a lens array unit
and may prevent the lens array unit from being out of focus
due to the curing of a first adhesive member.

In addition, embodiments may prevent separation of the
lens array umt and may prevent the lens array unit from
being out of focus.

In addition, embodiments may increase the adhesive force
between a circuit board and a holder and may prevent
breakage or warping of the holder due to impact.

In addition, embodiments may suppress distortion of an
optical axis between a first imaging unit and a second
imaging unit and may improve the efliciency of dissipation
of heat generated from an 1mage sensor.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1llustrates a perspective view of a camera module
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the camera
module taken in the direction I-I' of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3a illustrates an assembly perspective view of a lens
array, a lens barrel, and a retainer of FIG. 1.

FIG. 36 illustrates a cross-sectional view taken i the
direction II-II' of FIG. 3a.

FI1G. 3¢ illustrates a cross-sectional view of the lens barrel
of FIG. 3a.

FI1G. 34 illustrates a bottom perspective view of FIG. 3a.

FIG. 4a illustrates a perspective view of a holder illus-
trated i FIG. 1.

FIG. 4b illustrates a cross-sectional view of the holder
illustrated in FIG. 4a taken in the direction AB.

FIG. 4c¢ 1llustrates a filter disposed 1n an accommodating,
groove 1n the holder 1llustrated in FIG. 45.

FIG. S 1illustrates a first adhesive member disposed on a
holder.

FIGS. 6 and 7 1llustrate a process of attaching or fixing the
lens barrel to a support portion of the holder.

FIG. 8 1llustrates a first adhesive member according to
another embodiment.

FIG. 9 illustrates first and second adhesive members
according to another embodiment.

FI1G. 10 1llustrates a holder according to another embodi-
ment.

FIG. 11 illustrates first and second adhesive members
according to another embodiment.
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FIG. 12 illustrates a first perspective view of a circuit
board, an 1mage sensor, a filter, a third adhesive member, and
a connector 1illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 13 1llustrates a second perspective view of the circuit
board, the image sensor, the filter, the third adhesive mem-
ber, and the connector illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 14 1llustrates a perspective view of a holder accord-
ing to another embodiment.

FIG. 154 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the holder
illustrated in FIG. 14 taken in the direction AB.

FIG. 1556 1llustrates a cross-sectional view of the holder
illustrated 1n FIG. 14 taken in the direction CD.

FIG. 16 illustrates a perspective view of a holder includ-
ing a reinforcement support portion according to another
embodiment.

FIG. 17 illustrates a fourth adhesive member disposed on
the lower surface of a body portion of the holder.

FIG. 18a 1llustrates an embodiment of a first remnforce-

ment adhesive member disposed on the lower surface of the
holder.

FIG. 185 1llustrates an embodiment of the first reinforce-
ment adhesive member and a second reinforcement adhesive
member disposed on the lower surface of the holder.

FIG. 19 1illustrates a cross-sectional view of a camera
module according to another embodiment.

FIG. 20 1llustrates a perspective view of a camera module
according to another embodiment.

FIG. 21qa 1llustrates a first perspective view of a bracket
illustrated 1n FIG. 20.

FIG. 215 1illustrates a second perspective view of the
bracket illustrated in FIG. 20.

FIG. 22 1llustrates a bottom view of another embodiment
of a circuit board 1illustrated 1n FI1G. 20.

FIG. 23 illustrates a thermally conductive tape according,
to an embodiment.

FIG. 24 illustrates a perspective view ol a portable
terminal according to an embodiment.

FIG. 25 illustrates a view of the configuration of the
portable terminal illustrated in FIG. 24.

MODE FOR INVENTION

Hereinatter, the embodiments will become apparent
through the accompanying drawings and a description
related to the embodiments. In the description of the
embodiments, 1t will be understood that, when an element
such as a layer (film), region, pattern or structure 1s referred
to as being formed “on” or “under” another element, such as
a substrate, layer (film), region, pad or pattern, 1t can be
directly “on” or “under” the other element or be indirectly
formed with intervening elements therebetween. It will also
be understood that “on” or “under” the element may be
described relative to the drawings. In addition, the same
reference numerals will be used throughout the drawings to
refer to the same or like parts.

Hereinafter, a camera module and an optical apparatus
including the same according to the embodiments will be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. For
convenience of description, the camera module according to
the embodiments will be described using the Cartesian
coordinate system (X, y, z), but may be described using any
other coordinate system, and the embodiments are not
limited thereto. In each drawing, the x-axis and the y-axis
are orthogonal to the z-axis which 1s an optical-axis direc-
tion. The z-axis direction which 1s the optical axis (OA)
direction may be referred to as a “first direction”, the x-axis
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direction may be referred to as a “second direction™, and the
y-axis direction may be referred to as a “third direction”.

FIG. 1 1llustrates a perspective view of a camera module
100 according to an embodiment, FIG. 2 1llustrates a cross-
sectional view of the camera module 100 taken in the
direction I-I' of FIG. 1, FIG. 3a illustrates an assembly
perspective view of a lens array 110, a lens barrel 120, and
a retainer 125 of FIG. 1, FIG. 354 1llustrates a cross-sectional
view taken 1n the direction II-II' of FIG. 3a, FIG. 3¢
illustrates a cross-sectional view of the lens barrel 110 of
FIG. 3a, and FIG. 3d illustrates a bottom perspective view
of FIG. 3a.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 3a to 34, the camera module 100
includes the lens barrel 110, the lens array 120, the retainer
125, a holder 130, a first adhesive member 140, a circuit
board 150, an 1mage sensor 160, a filter 170, and a connector
180.

The lens array 120 1s disposed or mounted in the lens
barrel 110, and serves to concentrate external light on the
image sensor 160.

The lens array 120 may include a plurality of lenses 120-1
to 120-5, and the plurality of lenses 120-1 to 120-5 may be
arranged 1n a line within the lens barrel 120.

Referring to FIG. 3¢, the lens barrel 110 may include a
first opening 301 into which light 1s introduced, a through-
bore 302 through which the light introduced into the first
opening 301 passes, and a second opening 302 from which
the light that has passed through the through-bore 302 1s
discharged to the image sensor 160. For example, each of the
first opening 301 and the second opening 302 may have a
circular shape, but 1s not limited thereto, and 1n another
embodiment, may have an elliptical shape or a polygonal
shape.

The through-bore 302 1n the lens barrel 110 may include
lens seating portions P1 to P3, which define hollow regions
having different diameters, arranged 1n a direction from the
first opening 301 to the second opening 302.

For example, the diameters of the lens seating portions P1
to P3 may decrease in the direction from the first opening,
301 to the second opeming 302.

For example, the lens barrel 110 may include a first lens
seating portion P1, which 1s disposed 1n one end thereot with
the first opeming 301 and defines the hollow region having
a first diameter, a second lens seating portion P2, which 1s
connected at one end thereof to the first lens seating portion
P1 and defines the hollow region having a second diameter,
and a third lens seating portion P3, which 1s connected at one
end thereol to the other end of the second lens seating
portion P2 and 1s disposed at the other end thereot with the
second opening 302.

Referring to FIG. 3b, the plurality of lenses 120-1 to
120-5 may be disposed on the first to third lens seating
portions P1 to P3 of the lens barrel 110. The first to third
seating portions P1 to P3 may be disposed with lens support
portions 111 to 114, which support first to fifth lenses.

The second seating portion P2 of the lens barrel 110 may
be configured so as to protrude from the lower surface 322
of the first seating portion P1, and the third seating portion
P3 may be configured so as to protrude from the lower
surface 324 of the second seating portion P2. The third
seating portion P3 of the lens barrel 110 may be a protrusion
that 1s located at the lower end of the lens barrel 110
protruding from the lower surface 324 of the second seating,
portion P2 of the lens barrel 110.

The lens barrel 110 may be formed of a plastic material,
for example, a thermoplastic resin such as polycarbonate,
without limitation thereto.
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The camera module 100 may further include at least one
O-ring 310 between the seating portions P1 to P3 of the lens
barrel 110 and the lenses 120-1 to 120-5.

For example, the O-ring 310 may be inserted between the
first seating portion P1 and the first lens 120-1. The O-ring
310 may serve to secure the air-tightness of the lens barrel
110 which faces the outside, and may prevent mvasion of
moisture, for example, by blocking a gap between the two.

The lens array 110 may be designed to realize a prede-
termined wide angle.

The plurality of lenses 120-1 to 120-5 may be designed 1n
consideration of, for example, the curvature of the lenses
and the distance between the lenses, so as to realize a wide
angle.

For example, both the entrance surface and the exit
surface of the first lens 120-1 may be convex in the upward
direction, the second lens 120-2 may have an entrance
surface which 1s convex 1n the upward direction and an exit
surface which 1s concave 1n the upward direction, both the
entrance surface and the exit surface of the third lens 120-3
may be convex in the upward direction, the fourth lens 120-4
may have an entrance surface which 1s concave in the
upward direction and an exit surface which 1s convex 1n the
upward direction, and the fifth lens 120-5 may have an
entrance surface which 1s convex in the upward direction
and an exit surtace which 1s concave in the upward direction.
However, the embodiment 1s not limited thereto, and a wide
angle may be realized by any of various shapes. For
example, the upward direction may be the direction from the
lower end to the upper end of the lens barrel 110.

In order to realize a wide-angle lens which has a focal
length shorter than the focal length of a standard lens (e.g.,
40 mm to 60 mm) and which provides an angle of view (e.g.,
180 degrees or more) wider than the angle of view of the
standard lens, the first lens 120-1, which 1s disposed the
farthest distance from the 1mage sensor 160, may be a lens
that has a diameter larger than those of the other lenses (e.g.,
120-2 to 120-5) and includes the exit surface which 1s
convex 1n the upward direction. For this reason, the weight
of the lens array 120, which 1s a wide-angle lens, may be
heavier than that of the standard lens, and may protrude from
the first seating portion P1 of the lens barrel 120.

The retainer 125 may be coupled to the upper end of the
lens barrel 110, may fix the lens array 120 so as to prevent
the lens array 120 disposed in the lens barrel 110 from being
separated from the lens barrel 110, and may protect the lens
array Irom external impact.

For example, the retainer 125 may be in contact with the
first lens 120-1 disposed on the uppermost {first seating
portion P1, thereby preventing the first lens 120-1 from
being separated outwards from the lens barrel 110 and
serving to protect the first lens 120-1 from external impact.

The retainer 125 may be formed of a high-strength metal
material, but 1s not limited thereto, and may be formed of a
plastic material having high strength.

For example, the retainer 125 may have a shape that
corresponds to the shape of the lens barrel 110, for example,
a hollow circular shape, without limitation thereto.

For example, the retainer 125 may include an engaging
portion 1254, which engages with the outer circumierential
surface of the first seating portion P1, which is located at the
upper end of the lens barrel 110, and a bent portion 1255,
which 1s bent from the engaging portion 125a so as to
support the edge of the lens (e.g., 120-1) of the lens array
120.

For example, a screw thread 321 may be disposed on the
outer circumierential surface of the first seating portion P1
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of the lens barrel 110, and the engaging portion 125a of the
retainer 125 may be disposed on the 1mnner circumierential
surface thereof with a screw thread, which engages with the
screw thread 321 of the first seating portion P1 of the lens
barrel 110.

For example, the upper end of the bent portion 1256 may
be positioned higher than the upper end of the lens barrel
110, for example, the upper end of the first seating portion
P1, and the exit surface of the first lens 120 may bulge
outwards from the bent portion 1255.

A ring-shaped groove 212, mto which an O-ring 210 1s
coupled, may be disposed 1n the outer circumierential sur-
tace of the retainer 125.

The embodiment may further include a reinforcement
member 129 disposed at a coupling portion between the
retainer 125 and the lens barrel 110.

Referring to FIGS. 35 and 3d, the reinforcement member
129 may be disposed on the lower surface 322 of the first
seating portion P1 of the lens barrel 110 so as to be 1n contact
with the lower end of the screw thread 321 of the first seating
portion P1 of the lens barrel 110 and the lower end of the
screw thread of the engaging portion 125a of the retainer
125, which engage with each other.

The remnforcement member 129 may be formed by air-
vent-sealing a bonding material, such as epoxy, to the
screw-thread engaging portion after the retainer 125 and the
lens barrel 110 are screwed to each other.

The reinforcement member 129 may prevent separation or
distortion of the retainer 125 and the lens barrel 110, which
are coupled to each other.

The bent portion 1256 of the retainer 125 may be bent
inwards from one end of the engaging portion 1254, and one
end of the bent portion 1255 may support the edge area of
the first lens 120-1.

The first lens 120-1 of the lens array 120 may be exposed
from the first seating portion P1 and the retainer 125. The
exposed first lens 120-1 may protrude outwards from one
end of the first seating portion P1 and the support portion
1256 of the retainer 125. Thus, the embodiment may realize
a wide angle of 180 degrees or more.

FIG. 4a 1llustrates a perspective view of the holder 130
illustrated 1n FIG. 1, and FIG. 45 1llustrates a cross-sectional
view of the holder 130 illustrated in FIG. 4a taken in the
direction AB.

Referring to FIGS. 4a and 4b, the holder 130 supports and
fixes the lens barrel 110, and accommodates therein the
circuit board 150, the image sensor 160, and the filter 170.

The holder 130 has a hole 131, into which the protrusion
(e.g., P3) at the lower end of the lens barrel 110 having a
stepped structure 1s mnserted, and an area of the upper surface
of the holder 130 around the hole 131 supports an area of the
lower surface of the protrusion around the holder 130.

For example, the holder 130 may include a body portion
130a, a support portion 1305 positioned on the body portion
130a, and the hole 131 formed 1n the body portion 130a and
the support portion 1305.

The body portion 130a accommodates therein the circuit
board 50, the image sensor 160, and the filter 170.

The support portion 1305 1s disposed on the upper surface
of the body portion 130q, and supports the lens barrel 110.
The support portion 1306 may protrude from the upper
surface of the body portion 130a, and may have a cylindrical
shape, an elliptical shape, or a polyhedral shape.

The third seating portion P3, which 1s the protrusion at the
lower end of the lens barrel 110 or the lowermost seating
portion among the seating portions P1 to P3 of the lens

barrel 110, 1s inserted into the hole 131 1n the holder 130.
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The hole 131 may include a first opening 131a, into which
the third seating portion P3 of the lens barrel 110 1s 1nserted,
and a second opening 1315, which 1s adjacent to the filter
170 and exposes the filter 170. The hole 131 may have the
same shape as the shape of the outer circumiferential surface
of the third seating portion P3 of the lens barrel 110. For
example, the hole 131 may have a cylindrical shape, an
clliptical shape, or a polygonal shape, without limitation
thereto.

The diameter d2 of the hole 131 1s greater than the
diameter d1 of the outer circumierential surface of the third
seating portion P3 of the lens barrel 110 (d2>d1). This serves
to prevent the outer circumierential surface of the third
seating portion P3 inserted into the hole 131 from coming
into contact with the inner surface of the hole 131, 1n order
to realize active alignment of the focal point of the lens array
120, which will be described below.

In addition, the depth H2 of the hole 131 corresponding
to the support portion 1306 may be greater than the length
H1 of the third seating portion P3 of the lens barrel 110 1n
the vertical direction. This serves to prevent the third seating
portion P3 of the lens barrel 110 1nserted into the hole 131
from coming into contact with the filter 170. The protrusion
of the lens barrel 110 inserted into the hole 131, for example,
the lower surface of the third seating portion P3 may be
spaced apart from the filter 170.

The body portion 130ae and the support portion 13056 of
the holder 130 may be integrally formed, without limitation
thereto.

An accommodating groove 132 may be disposed 1n the
lower surtace of the body portion 130q of the holder 130 to
accommodate the filter 170 therein. The accommodating
groove 132 may be located in contact with the second
opening of the hole 131 1n the support portion 1305.

FIG. 4c¢ illustrates the filter 170 disposed 1n the accom-
modating groove 132 of the holder 130 illustrated 1n FIG.
4b. Referring to FIG. 4¢, the filter 170 may be disposed 1n
the accommodating groove 132 and may be fixed in the
accommodating groove 132 using an adhesive member or
the like.

One or more coupling bosses 135a and 1356 may be
disposed on the lower surface of the body portion 130qa so
as to be coupled to the circuit board 150. FIG. 4c¢ 1llustrates
two coupling bosses 135a and 1355b, but the number of
coupling bosses 1s not limited thereto and may be at least
one.

The first adhesive member 140 couples and fixes the lens
barrel 110 and the holder 130 to each other.

The first adhesive member 140 may be disposed between
the lower surface 324 around the protrusion 131 of the lens
barrel 110 inserted into the hole 131 and the upper surface
of the holder, for example, the upper surface of the support
portion 1305.

FIG. 5 1llustrates the first adhesive member 140 disposed
on the holder 130.

Retferring to FIGS. 4a, 4b, and 5, the first adhesive
member 140 1s disposed on an upper surface 410 of the
support portion 1305 of the holder 130. For example, the
first adhesive member 140 may be disposed on the upper
surface 410 of the support portion 1305 around the hole 131.

For example, the first adhesive member 140 may be
disposed 1n a ring shape on the upper surface 410 of the
support portion 1305 so as to surround the hole 131.

The upper surtace 410 of the support portion 1305 of the
holder 130 may be disposed with a first groove 410a, which
1s filled with a portion of the first adhesive member 140. The
first groove 410a may be formed in the upper surface of the
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support portion 1305 around the hole 131, and may be
formed 1n a ring shape so as to surround the hole 131.

When the first groove 410aq 1s filled with a portion of the
first adhesive member 140, the contact area between the first
adhesive member 140, a portion of which fills the first
groove 410a, and the holder 130 may increase, whereby
adhesive force may be increased.

In addition, the first adhesive member 140 may be a
curable adhesive member, for example, a dual curable
adhesive member that 1s completely cured by UV light or
heat.

For example, the first adhesive member 140 may be
UV-curable and thermosetting epoxy, but 1s not limited
thereto. In another embodiment, the first adhesive member
140 may be either a UV-curable adhesive member or a

thermosetting adhesive member.

The first adhesive member 140 may be fluid before being
cured.

For example, when an adhesive matenal 1s primarily
cured by UV light, the material may be pre-cured 1nto a state
of having fluidity, and when the adhesive material 1s sec-
ondarily cured by thermal curing after completion of active
alignment, which will be described later, the adhesive mate-
rial 1s completely cured into a state having no fluidity, so that
the first adhesive member 140 may be formed.

The first groove 410a disposed 1n the upper surface of the
support portion 1306 of the holder 130 may prevent the first
adhesive member 140, which 1s fluid before being cured,
from tflowing out of the support portion 1305.

In addition, the first groove 410a in the support portion
1306 of the holder 130 may be shaped so as to correspond
to the lower surface of the second seating portion P2 of the
lens barrel 110. As such, the first adhesive member 140 may
be easily cured into a shape that corresponds to the lower
surtace 324 (see FIG. 3d) of the second seating portion P2,
which may enhance the adhesive force between the holder
130 and the lens barrel 110.

In addition, the lower surface 324 of the second seating
portion P2 of the lens barrel 110 may also be disposed with
a groove 324a (see FIG. 3d), which 1s filled with a portion
of the first adhesive member 140. The groove 324a 1n the
lens barrel 110 may be located so as to correspond to the first
groove 410a 1n the support portion 1306 and may have a
shape that corresponds to that of the first groove.

An embodiment of a method of manufacturing the camera
module mcluding a process of attachung or fixing the lens
barrel 110 to the support portion 13056 of the holder 130 may
be as follows.

First, the lower surface of the holder 130 and the upper
surface of the circuit board, on which the image sensor 1s
mounted, are coupled to each other. Subsequently, the first
adhesive member 140 1s applied to the upper surface of the
holder 130, for example, the upper surface of the support
portion 1305 of the holder.

Subsequently, the first adhesive member 140 1s subjected
to UV curing.

Subsequently, the lens barrel 110 1s seated so that the
lower surface of the lens barrel 100 comes into contact with
the UV-cured first adhesive member 140.

Subsequently, active alignment 1s performed 1n the state 1n
which the lens barrel 110 1s seated.

Subsequently, aiter the active alignment 1s completed, the
first adhesive member 140 1s thermally cured 1n the state 1n
which the lens barrel 110 1s seated.

For example, the first adhesive member 140 may corre-
spond to the embodiment of FIG. 5.
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In addition, the first adhesive member may correspond to
the embodiment 140-1 1illustrated in FIG. 8, or may corre-
spond to the embodiment 140-1q illustrated in FIG. 11.

In the case in which the first adhesive member corre-
sponds to the embodiment of FIG. 8 or FIG. 11, 1n the first
adhesive member application step, one end and the other end
of the first adhesive member 140-1 or 140-1a may be spaced
apart from each other, and an opening may be disposed
between one end and the other end of the first adhesive
member 140-1 or 140-1a so that a gas generated during the
UV curing or thermal curing of the first adhesive members
140-1 or 140-1a 1s discharged through the opening.

Subsequently, after the curing of the first adhesive mem-
ber 140-1 or 140-1a 1s completed, a second adhesive mem-
ber 145 or 145a 1s applied to or formed 1n an opening 501
located between the upper surface of the holder 130, for
example, the upper surface 410 of the support portion 1305
and the lower surface of the lens barrel 110, for example, the
lower surface 324 of the second seating portion P2.

Subsequently, the second adhesive member 145 or 143a
1s subjected to UV curing.

The following description of the first adhesive member
140-1 or 140-1a and the second adhesive member 145 or
145a may be applied to all embodiments of the method of
manufacturing the camera module described above.

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate a process of attaching or fixing the
lens barrel 110 to the support portion 1305 of the holder 130.

Referring to FIG. 6, an adhesive matenial 140", for
example, thermosetting epoxy or UV-curable epoxy 1is
applied to the upper surface 410 of the support portion 1305
of the holder 130. For example, the adhesive material 140
may be applied to the upper surface 410 of the support
portion 1305 of the holder 130 so that the first groove 410a
1s filled with the adhesive material 140'.

The circuit board 150, on which the filter 170 and the
image sensor 160 are mounted, may be coupled to the holder
130 before the adhesive material 140' 1s applied to the upper
surface 410 of the support portion 1305 of the holder 130.

Subsequently, the third seating portion P3 of the lens
barrel 110 1s inserted into the hole 131 in the support portion
1305 of the holder 130, and the lens barrel 110 1s seated on
the upper surface of the support portion 1305 of the holder
130 so that the lower surface 324 of the second seating
portion P2 of the lens barrel 110 comes 1nto contact with the
adhesive material 140",

Since the adhesive material 140' 1s fluid before being
cured, the lens barrel 110, which 1s seated on the adhesive
material before being cured, may tilt in the state in which the
third seating portion P3 of the lens barrel 110 1s inserted into
the hole 131.

For example, in the state in which the lens barrel 110 1s
in contact with the adhesive material 140, the lens barrel 110
may be moved 1n order to adjust the focal point of the lens
array 120 mounted 1n the lens barrel 110 relative to the
image sensor 160.

For example, the lens barrel 110 may be moved forwards
and rearwards and rnightwards and leftwards so as to adjust
the focal point of the lens array 120 mounted in the lens
barrel 110 from a first focal point 11 to a second focal point
12, which 1s a desired target focal point. This adjustment of
the focal point of the lens array 120 by directly moving the
lens barrel 110 1s referred to as “active alignment”.

In order to perform active alignment, the protrusion of the
lens barrel 110 inserted into the hole 131, for example, the
outer circumierential surface 139 of the third seating portion
P3 1s spaced apart from the inner circumierential surface 119

of the hole 131.
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This 1s because active alignment may not be performed by
moving the lens barrel 110 when the outer circumierential
surface 139 of the third seating portion P3 of the lens barrel
110 mserted mto the hole 131 1s brought into contact with
the inner circumierential surface 119 of the hole 131 or when
the outer circumierential surface 139 of the third seating
portion P3 is fastened to the mner circumierential surface
119 of the hole 131 via screw-threads or the like.

Subsequently, as illustrated 1n FIG. 7, the focal point of
the lens array 120 may be adjusted to the target focal point
through active alignment, and then, the adhesive material
may be cured by thermal curing or UV curing so that the first
adhesive member 140 1s formed.

FI1G. 8 illustrates the first adhesive member 140-1 accord-
ing to another embodiment.

The first adhesive member 140 1llustrated in FIG. 5 has a
ring shape, but the adhesive member 140-1 1llustrated in
FIG. 8 may have the opening 501 formed by removing a
portion of the ring-shaped first adhesive member 140.

The first adhesive member 140 includes one end 11a and
the other end 115 arranged so as to surround the hole 131.
The one end 11a and the other end 115 of the first adhesive
member 140 are spaced apart from each other. For example,
the first adhesive member 140 may take the form of a ring
having the opening 501, which 1s located between the one
end 11a and the other end 115 spaced apart from each other
and 1s formed 1n the transverse direction. Here, the trans-
verse direction may be the direction from the inner circum-
ferential surface to the outer circumierential surface of the
first adhesive member 140 and/or the direction opposite
thereto.

For example, one end of the opening 501 may be open to
the mner circumierential surface of the first adhesive mem-
ber 140, and the other end of the opening 501 may be open
to the outer circumierential surface of the first adhesive
member 140.

For example, 1n order to ensure easy and eflicient gas
discharge, the distance between the one end 1la and the
other end 115 of the first adhesive member 140 may gradu-
ally increase 1n the direction from the mner circumierential
surface to the outer circumierential surface of the first
adhesive member 140, but 1s not limited thereto. In another
embodiment, the distance between the one end 11a and the
other end 115 of the first adhesive member 140 may be
constant in the direction from the mnner circumierential
surface to the outer circumierential surface of the first
adhesive member 140. For example, the distance between
the one end 11a and the other end 115 of the first adhesive
member 140 may be indicated by “W1”°, which 1s the width
of the opening 501 in FIG. 8.

The length of the entire first adhesive member 140 may be
greater than the distance between the one end 11a and the
other end 115 of the first adhesive member 140. For
example, the distance between the one end 11a and the other
end 115 of the first adhesive member 140 may be equal to
or less than %4 of the length of the entire first adhesive
member 140. The reason for this 1s that, when the distance
between the one end 11a and the other end 1156 of the first
adhesive member 140 exceeds 4 of the length of the entire
first adhesive member 140, adhesion performance of the first
adhesive member 140 may deteriorate, thus causing sepa-
ration of the lens barrel 110 and the holder 130.

When the adhesive material 140' 1s subjected to thermal
curing or UV curing, a gas may be generated from the
adhesive material 140"

In the case of FIG. 5, since the lens barrel 110 and the
holder 130 are bonded to each other by the first adhesive
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member 140 after the protrusion of the lens barrel 110 1s
inserted 1nto the hole 131 i1n the holder 130 1n the state 1n
which the circuit board 150 and the holder 130 are coupled,
the space defined by the protrusion of the lens barrel 110, the
holder 130, and the circuit board 150 may be hermetically
sealed.

That 1s, 1n the case of FIG. 5, due to a sealed structure 1n
which the gas generated during the thermal curing or UV
curing of the first adhesive member 140 cannot escape to the
outside, the adhesive material 140" may swell and conse-
quently push the lens barrel 110 upwards. Thereby, the focal
point of the lens array 120 mounted in the lens barrel 110
may change, which may deteriorate the resolution of the
camera module 100.

The first adhesive member 140-1 of FIG. 8 has the
opening 301, through which the gas generated during the
thermal curing or UV curing of the adhesive material 140’
may escape to the outside.

Since the gas generated during the thermal curing or UV
curing 1s discharged to the outside through the opening in the
first adhesive member 140-1, the embodiment may prevent
the focal point of the lens array 120 from deviating due to
the gas generated during the curing of the adhesive material,
and consequently, may prevent deterioration 1n resolution.

FIG. 9 1llustrates the first and second adhesive members
140-1 and 145 according to another embodiment. The same
reference numerals as those i FIG. 8 denote the same
components, and a description of the same components will
be simplified or omaitted.

Referring to FIG. 9, the embodiment may further include
the second adhesive member 145 1n addition to the first
adhesive member 140-1 illustrated 1n FIG. 8.

The second adhesive member 145 may be disposed in the
opening 501, which is located between the upper surface 410
of the support portion 13056 of the holder 130 and the lower
surface 324 of the second seating portion P2 of the lens
barrel 110. The openings 501 may be located between the
one end 1la and the other end 115 of the first adhesive
member 140-1, which are spaced apart from each other.

The second adhesive member 145 may be 1n contact with
the outer surface of the one end 11a of the first adhesive
member 140-1 and the outer surface of the other end 1154,
which are adjacent to the opeming 501, and may be spaced
apart from the 1inner surface of the one end 11a and the 1nner
surtace of the other end 115 of the first adhesive member
140-1.

For example, the second adhesive member 145 may be
disposed on the upper surface of the support portion 1305 of
the holder 130, which 1s adjacent to the outer surfaces of the
one end 1la and the other end 115 of the first adhesive
member 140-1, and may be disposed i a gap, which 1s
generated between the upper surface 410 of the support
portion 1305 of the holder 130 and the lower surface 324 of
the second seating portion P2 of the lens barrel 110 due to
the opening 301 1in the first adhesive member 140-1.

For example, the second adhesive member 145 may be
disposed 1n the opeming 501 1n the first adhesive member
140-1 between the upper surface 410 of the support portion
13056 of the holder 130 and the lower surface 324 of the
second seating portion P2 of the lens barrel 110.

After the curing of the first adhesive member 140-1 of
FIG. 8 1s completed, the second adhesive member 145 may
be formed by air-vent sealing an adhesive maternial through
the opening 501 1n the first adhesive member 140-1 so as to
cover the gap between the upper surface 410 of the support
portion 1305 of the holder 130 and the lower surface 324 of

the second sealing portion P2 of the lens barrel 110. Thus,
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as 1llustrated 1in FIG. 9, the second adhesive member 145
may be formed so as to connect only the outer surfaces of the
one end 1la and the other end 115 of the first adhesive
member 140-1 to each other, and may not cover the inner
surtaces of the one end 11a and the other end 115 of the first
adhesive member 140-1.

For example, the second adhesive member 145 may be
formed of a UV-curable adhesive member, for example, UV
EpOXY.

The second adhesive member 1435 serves only to prevent
the opening 501 between the upper surface 410 of the
support portion 1305 of the holder 130 and the lower surface
324 of the second seating portion P2 of the lens barrel 110
from being open to the outside. Therefore, the width of the
second adhesive member 145 in the first direction may be
less than the width of the first adhesive member 140-1 1n the
first direction.

For example, the width 1n the first direction may be a
length 1n a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direc-
tion. For example, the width of the first adhesive member
140-1 may be a length 1n the direction from the 1nner surface
to the outer surface of the first adhesive member 140-1, and
the width of the second adhesive member 145 may be a
length 1n the direction from a first surface to a second surface
of the second adhesive member 145, which face each other.
Here, the first surface may be a surface that faces the hole
131.

Since the gap, which 1s formed between the upper surface
410 of the support portion 1305 of the holder 130 and the
lower surface 324 of the second seating portion P2 of the
lens barrel 110 due to the opening 501, 1s sealed by the
second adhesive member 145, the embodiment may prevent,
for example, moisture or foreign substances from being
introduced into the lens barrel 110 through the opening.

FIG. 10 1llustrates a holder 130-1 according to another
embodiment, and FIG. 11 illustrates first and second adhe-
sive members according to another embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 10, 1n addition to the first groove 410aq,
a second groove 4105 may be formed 1n the upper surface
of the support portion 13051 of the holder 130-1.

The first groove 410a may be located between the first
opening 131a of the hole 131 in the support portion 1305
and the edge of the upper surface 410 of the support portion
1306 and may take the form of a ring so as to surround the
hole 131. On the other hand, the second groove 4106 may be
formed so as to extend from the edge of the upper surface
410 of the support portion 1305 to the hole 131, one end of
the second groove 4105 may be exposed or open to the hole
131, and the other end of the second groove 4105 may be
exposed or open to the outside of the side surface of the
support portion 1305.

A portion of the second groove 4105 may overlap the first
groove 410a, and the depth of the second groove 41056 may
be greater than the depth of the first groove 410qa. The depth
of each of the first and second grooves 410a and 4106 may
be the depth from the upper surtace 410 of the support
portion 13056 to the bottom of the first and second grooves
410a and 4105.

Referring to FIG. 11, the first adhesive member 140-1a
may be disposed on the upper surface 410 of the support
portion 13051 so as to fill the first groove 410a, but not the
second groove 410b. For example, the first adhesive member
140-1a may have a ring shape having an opening 5014 1n the
transverse direction, and the opening 301a 1n the first
adhesive member 140-1a may be located so as to correspond
to or be aligned with the second groove 410a. Here, the
transverse direction may be the direction from the inner
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circumierential surface to the outer circumierential surface
of the first adhesive member 140-1a and/or the direction
opposite thereto.

For example, one end and the other end of the first
adhesive member 140-1q may be in contact with the second
groove 410a.

The second adhesive member 145q illustrated 1n FIG. 11
may be formed through air-vent sealing aiter the curing of
the first adhesive member 140-1a 1s completed.

The second adhesive member 1454 may be disposed 1n
the gap, which 1s formed between the upper surface 410 of
the support portion 1305 of the holder 130 and the lower
surface 324 of the second seating portion P2 of the lens
barrel 110 due to the opening 501a and the second groove
410a.

For example, the second adhesive member 145a may be
disposed 1n the opening 501a and the second groove 410q
between the upper surface 410 of the support portion 13056
of the holder 130 and the lower surface 324 of the second
seating portion P2 of the lens barrel 110.

For example, the second adhesive member 1454 may be
disposed at the other end of the second groove 4105, which
1s open to the outside of the side surface of the support
portion 1305, and may be spaced apart from one end of the
second groove 4105, which 1s open to the hole 131.

In addition, the second adhesive member 1454 may be 1n
contact with the outer circumiferential surface of the one end
11a of the first adhesive member 140-1a and the outer
circumierential surface of the other end 115, and may be
spaced apart from the mner circumierential surface of the
one end 1la and the inner circumierential surface of the
other end 115 of the first adhesive member 140-1a.

For example, the second adhesive member 1454 may be
disposed closer to the other end than the one end of the
second groove 4105.

Compared with the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 8
and 9, the embodiment illustrated 1n FIG. 11 may allow the
gas generated during the curing of the first adhesive member
140-1a to be easily discharged through the second groove
41056 1n the holder 130-1. Thereby, even 1f the width W2 of
the opening 501 1n the first adhesive member 140-1a 1s less
than the width W1 of the opening 501 in the first adhesive
member 140-1, the gas generated during the curing of the
first adhesive member 140-1a may be easily discharged.

In addition, since the width W2 of the opening 501a 1n the
first adhesive member 140-1q 1s less than the width W1 of
the opening 501 1n the first adhesive member 140-1, the

adhesive force of the first adhesive member 140-1a may be
enhanced.

In addition, since the width W2 of the opening 501a 1n the
first adhesive member 140-1q 1s less than the width W1 of
the opening 501 1n the first adhesive member 140-1, the
second adhesive member 145a, which serves to prevent the
introduction of moisture and foreign substances, may be
casily formed and air-tightness may be improved.

In FIGS. 4a, 8, and 10, the first groove 4104 1s formed 1n
the upper surface 410 of the support portion 1306 of the
holder 130 or 130-1, but 1s not limited thereto. In another
embodiment, the first grooves 410a may be omitted, and the
first adhesive member 140, 140-1 or 140-1a may be dis-
posed on the upper surface 410 of the support portion 13056

of the holder 130 or 130-1 in which the first groove 410qa 1s
omitted.

FIG. 12 1illustrates a first perspective view of the circuit
board 150, the image sensor 160, the filter 170, a third
adhesive member 147, and the connector 180 1llustrated in

FIG. 1, and FIG. 13 1s a second perspective view of the
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circuit board 150, the image sensor 160, the filter 170, the
third adhesive member 147, and the connector 180 1llus-
trated 1n FIG. 1.

Referring to FIGS. 12 and 13, the filter 170 may be
located between the lens array 120 of the lens barrel 110 and
the 1image sensor, and may be disposed in the accommodat-
ing groove 132 in the holder 130.

The filter 170 blocks light 1n a specific frequency band of
the light which has passed through the lens barrel 110 from
being incident on the image sensor 810. For example, the
filter 170 may be an infrared-ray blocking filter, without
limitation thereto.

The 1mage sensor 160 1s mounted or placed on the circuit
board 150 so as to be located under the holder 130, and
serves to detect an 1mage included in the light which has
passed through the filter 170, to convert the detected 1mage
into an electric signal, and to output the electric signal. The
lens array 120, the filter 170, and the 1image sensor 160 may
be aligned with each other in a direction parallel to the
optical axis.

The circuit board 150 1s coupled to the body portion 130a
of the holder 130.

For example, the circuit board 150 may be disposed with
one or more holes 152 and 154, into which the one or more
coupling bosses 135a and 13356 disposed on the lower
surface of the body portion 130a of the holder 130 are
coupled.

A Tourth adhesive member 632 (see FIG. 17) may be
disposed between the lower surface of the body portion 130a
of the circuit board 150 and the upper surface of the circuit
board 150 for coupling the circuit board 150 and the body
portion 130a of the holder 130 to each other. The fourth
adhesive member 632 will be described below with refer-
ence to FIG. 17.

Various elements or circuit patterns may be disposed on
the circuit board 150 1n order to convert an image formed on
the 1mage sensor 160 into an electric signal and transmit the
clectric signal to an external device.

The connector 180 may be electrically connected to the
circuit board 150, and may include a port 180a to be
clectrically connected to an external device. In the embodi-
ment, the circuit board 150 may include a flexible substrate
151, which connects the 1mage sensor 160 and the connector
180 to each other.

The embodiment may further include the third adhesive
member 147 for bonding one end of the flexible substrate
151 of the circuit board 150 to the side surface of the body
portion 130a of the holder 130. The third adhesive member
1477 serves to fix the flexible substrate 151 connected to the
connector 180 to the holder 130.

FIG. 14 illustrates a perspective view of a holder 130-2
according to another embodiment, FIG. 15a illustrates a
cross-sectional view of the holder 130-2 1llustrated 1n FIG.
taken 1n the direction AB, and FIG. 15B illustrates a cross-
sectional view of the holder 130-2 illustrated in FIG. 14
taken 1n the direction CD.

Referring to FIGS. 14 to 1556, the holder 130-2 may
turther include reinforcement support portions 610a and
6105, 1n contrast with the embodiment 1llustrated in FI1G. 4a.

The reinforcement support portions 610aq and 61056 are
spaced apart from each other on the upper surface of the
body 130a of the holder 130-2. The reinforcement support
portions 610a and 6105 may protrude from the upper surface
of the body 130qa of the holder 130-2, and one end of each
of the reinforcement support portions 610a and 6105 1s 1n
contact with the side surface of the support portion 13056 of

the holder 130-2.
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The vertical distance to the upper surface of the reinforce-
ment support portions 610a and 6105 from the upper surtace
of the body portion 130q¢ may be less than the vertical
distance to the upper surface of the support portion 1305. As
illustrated 1n FIG. 15, the cross section of the reinforcement
support portion and the support portion 1305 from the upper
surface of the body portion 130e¢ may have a stepped
structure in the direction AB.

In FIGS. 14 to 15b, the remnforcement support portions
610a and 6105 may be disposed so as to face each other 1n
a direction parallel to the long side of the upper surface of
the body portion 130q, and may protrude 1n the horizontal
direction from the side surface of the support portion 1305
of the holder 130-2.

In another embodiment, the reinforcement support por-
tions may be radially arranged around the support portion
13056 so as to be connected to the support portion 1305.

For example, the reinforcement support portions 610a and
61056 of FI1G. 14 may be parallel to the long side of the upper
surface of the body portion 130a, but are not limited thereto.
In another embodiment, the reinforcement support portions
may be parallel to the short side of the upper surface of the
body portion 130a.

In addition, another embodiment may include reinforce-
ment support portions, which are parallel to the long side of
the upper surface of the body portion 130a, and reinforce-
ment support portions, which are parallel to the short side of
the upper surface of the body portion 130qa. In this case, the
length of the reinforcement support portions parallel to the
long side of the upper surface of the body portion 130a may
be greater than the length of the reinforcement support
portions parallel to the short side of the upper surface of the
body portion 130a.

The reinforcement support portions 610a and 6105 may
serve to prevent the holder 130-2 from being damaged or
warped due to impact or stress received by the holder 130-2
in a direction perpendicular to the optical axis OA, for
example, 1n the X-axis or Y-axis direction.

Since the lens array for realizing a wide angle 1s generally
heavier than a lens for realizing a narrow angle, the holder
may be broken or warp by external impact or stress applied
to the lens array.

In addition, 1n the structure in which the lens barrel 110
and the holder 130 are fixed by the adhesive members 140
formed of, for example, epoxy 1n order to realize the active
alignment as 1n the embodiment, since the strength of the
holder may be poor due to external impact or stress, the
embodiment 1llustrated 1n FIG. 14 prevents the holder 13
from being damaged or warped by external impact or stress
through the use of the reinforcement support portions 610a
and 6105.

FIG. 16 1llustrates a perspective view of a holder 130-3
including a reinforcement support portion 620 according to
another embodiment.

In the embodiment of FIG. 14, the multiple reinforcement
support portions 610a and 6105 are spaced apart from each
other and are disposed on the upper surface of the body
portion 130a. In contrast, the reinforcement support portion
620 1n the embodiment of FIG. 16 may take the form of a
single ring that surrounds the side surface of the support
portion 1305.

The vertical distance to the upper surface of the reinforce-
ment support portion 620 from the upper surface of the body
portion 130a may be less than the vertical distance to the
upper surface of the support portion.

The reinforcement support portions 610a and 6105 of
FIG. 14 may be suitable for resistance against impact in the
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X-axis direction, whereas the reinforcement support portion
620 illustrated 1n FIG. 16 may function to resist impact and
prevent warping 1n any direction within 360 degrees in the
XY plane.

FIG. 17 illustrates a fourth adhesive member 632 dis- 5
posed on the lower surface of the body portion 130q of any
one of the holders 130 and 130-1 to 130-3.

Referring to FIG. 17, the fourth adhesive member 632
may be disposed on the edge of the lower surface of the body
portion 130a of the holders 130 and 130-1 to 130-3 so as to
be spaced apart from the filter 170, which 1s disposed 1n the
central area of the lower surface of the body portion 130a of
the holders 130 and 130-1 to 130-3, and serves to bond the
circuit board 150 to the body portion 130qa of the holder 130.

In addition, in order to fix or attach the coupling bosses
135a and 1355 of the holders 130 and 130-1 to 130-3 to the
holes 152 and 154 in the circuit board 150, the fourth
adhesive member 632 may be disposed on the coupling
bosses and the lower surface of the body portion 130a
around the coupling bosses 135a and 135b.

The fourth adhesive member 632 may be an air-vent
sealing adhesive member, for example, epoxy, without limi-
tation thereto.

The embodiment may further include a reinforcement
adhesive member for enhancing the adhesive force between
the holders 130 and 130-1 to 130-3 and the circuit board 150
and for preventing warping of the holder or strengthening
the holder, 1in addition to the fourth adhesive member 632.

FIG. 18a illustrates an embodiment of first reinforcement
adhesive members 634 and 636 disposed on the lower
surtace of the holders 130 and 130-1 to 130-3.

Referring to FIG. 18a, the first reinforcement adhesive
members 634 and 636 may be disposed on the lower surface
of the body portion 130a so that one end thereof 1s connected
to a first area of the fourth adhesive member 632 and the
other end thereofl extends 1n a direction parallel to the long
side of the lower surface of the body portion 130a of the
holders 130 and 130-1 to 130-3.

For example, the first reinforcement adhesive members
634 and 636 may be connected at one end thereof to the
coupling bosses 135a and 133556, and the other end thereof
may extend 1n a direction parallel to the long side of the
lower surface of the body portion 130a of the holders 130
and 130-1 to 130-3.

The width W1 of the first reinforcement adhesive mem- 45
bers 634 and 636 may be greater than or equal to the width
W2 of the fourth adhesive member 632 (W1=W2). Each of
the widths W1 and W2 may be a length in a direction
perpendicular to the long side of the lower surface of the
body portion 130a.

FIG. 18a illustrates two first reinforcement adhesive
members 634 and 636, which face each other, without
limitation thereto. In another embodiment, the number of
first reinforcement adhesive members may be one or more.

The first reinforcement adhesive members 634 and 636 55
may be an air-vent sealing adhesive member, for example,
epoxy, without limitation thereto.

FI1G. 185 1llustrates an embodiment of the first reinforce-
ment adhesive members 634 and 636 and second reinforce-
ment adhesive members 642 and 644 disposed on the lower
surtace of the holders 130 and 130-1 to 130-3.

The embodiment may further include the second rein-
forcement adhesive member 644 and 646 in addition to the
first reinforcement adhesive members 634 and 636 1llus-
trated mn FIG. 18a.

In order to enhance the strength and prevent warping, the
second reinforcement adhesive members 642 and 644 may
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be connected at one end thereotf to a second area ot the fourth
adhesive member 632, and the other end thereol may extend

in a direction parallel to the short side of the lower surface
of the body portion 130a of the holders 130 and 130-1 to
130-3 so as to be connected to a third area of the fourth

adhesive member 632. The first to third areas of the fourth

adhesive member 632 may be different areas spaced apart
from each other.

In addition, the first and second reinforcement adhesive
members 634, 636, 642 and 644 may be spaced apart from
the filter 170 disposed on the lower surface of the holders
130 and 130-1 to 130-3. In addition, in order to increase
strength and prevent warping, an area between one end and
the other end of each of the second reinforcement adhesive
members 642 and 644 may be connected to the other end of

a corresponding one of the first reinforcement adhesive
members 634 and 636.

The width of the second reinforcement adhesive members
642 and 644 may be less than or equal to the width of the
fourth adhesive member 632. The width of the second
reinforcement adhesive members 642 and 644 may be a
length 1n a direction parallel to the long side of the lower
surface of the body portion 130a.

FIG. 185 illustrates two second reinforcement adhesive
members 642 and 644, which face each other, without
limitation thereto. In another embodiment, the number of
second remnforcement adhesive members may be one or
more.

The second reinforcement adhesive members 644 and 646
may be an air-vent sealing adhesive member, for example,
epoxy, without limitation thereto.

Another embodiment may include only the fourth adhe-
sive member 632 and the second remnforcement adhesive
members 644 and 646 except for the first reinforcement
adhesive members 634 and 636.

Through the provision of the first and second reinforce-
ment adhesive members 634 and 636 and 642 and 644, it 1s
possible to improve the strength of the holders 130 and
130-1 to 130-3 for overcoming external impact and to
prevent warping of the holders 130 and 130-1 to 130-3 due
to external impact. Thereby, the embodiment may achieve
enhanced rehability.

FIG. 19 1illustrates a cross-sectional view of a camera
module 100-1 according to another embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 19, the camera module 100-1 may
correspond to an embodiment 1n which the retainer 125 and
the O-ring 210 are omitted from the camera module 100
described above. In the lens barrel 110 of the camera module
100-1, the screw thread 321 to be fastened with the retainer
125 1s omitted.

The description of FIGS. 1 to 18 may be applied to the
camera module 100-1 1illustrated 1n FIG. 19, except for the
description of the retainer 125 and the O-ring 210.

FIG. 20 illustrates a perspective view of a camera module
200 according to another embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 20, the camera module 200 includes a

first imaging unit 100A, a second 1maging unit 100B, and a
bracket 300.

In FIG. 20, each of the first imaging unit 100A and the
second imaging umt 110B exemplifies the camera module

having the holder 130-2 illustrated 1n FIG. 14, but 1s not
limited thereto.

In another embodiment, each of the first imaging unit
100A and the second imaging unit 110B may be the camera
module 100 according to the embodiments described in

FIGS. 1 to 18 or the camera module 100-1 of FIG. 19.
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The embodiment may realize a 360-degree view using the
first imaging unit 100A having a wide angle and the second
imaging unit 1008 having a wide angle.

The bracket 300 couples the first imaging unit 100A and
the second 1imaging unit 110B to each other.

For example, the bracket 300 may be coupled to the
circuit board 150 of the first imaging unit 100A, and may be
coupled to the circuit board 150 of the second 1imaging unit
110B.

FI1G. 21a illustrates a first perspective view of the bracket
300 1llustrated 1n FIG. 20, and FIG. 215 illustrates a second
perspective view of the bracket 300 illustrated 1n FIG. 20.

Referring to FIGS. 21q and 215, the bracket 300 includes
a body 20 and guide portions 20-1 to 20-4.

The body 20 includes an upper surface 20a to be coupled
to the first imaging unit 100A, a lower surface 2056 to be
coupled to the second 1imaging unit 110B, and a side surface
20¢ located between the upper surface 20aq and the lower
surtace 205.

The upper surface 20q of the body 20 may face the circuit
board 150 of the first imaging umt 100A, and may be
brought mto contact with the lower surface of the circuit
board 150 of the first imaging umt 100A.

The lower surface 205 of the body 20 may face the circuit
board 150 of the second imaging unit 100B, and may be
brought into contact with the lower surface of the circuit
board 150 of the second 1maging unit 100A.

The body 20 may include a first area S1, which corre-
sponds to the lower surface of the circuit board 150 of each
of the first and second 1imaging units 100A and 100B, and
second areas S21 and S22, which are the remaining area
excluding the first area S1.

The first area S1 of the body 20 may be disposed with
holes 21 and 22, into which the coupling bosses 135a and
1356 disposed on the lower surface of the holder (e.g.,
130-2) of the first imaging unit 100A and the coupling
bosses 135a and 1355H disposed on the lower surface of the
holder 130-2 of the second imaging unit 100B are inserted.

For example, the holes 21 and 22 may include a first
opening, which 1s open to the upper surface 20q of the first
area S1 of the body 20, and a second opening, which 1s open
to the lower surface 2056 of the first area S1 of the body 20.

The coupling bosses 135a and 1355 of the holder (e.g.,
130-2) of the first imaging unit 100A may pass through the
holes 152 and 154 in the circuit board 150 to thereby be
inserted 1nto the first opening of the respective holes 21 and
22 1n the bracket 300, and the coupling bosses 135a¢ and
1355 of the holder (e.g., 130-2) of the second imaging unit
100B may pass through the holes 152 and 154 1n the circuit
board 150 to thereby be inserted mto the second opening of
the respective holes 21 and 22 1n the bracket 300.

Since the coupling bosses 1354 and 1 of the holder (e.g.,
130-2) of each of the first and second 1maging units 110A
and 100B are inserted into the same holes 21 and 22
disposed 1n the bracket 300, the optical axes (OA 1n FIG. 1)
or the optical centers of the first and second 1maging units
110A and 100B may be easily and accurately aligned with
cach other. This may prevent image distortion that occurs
when alignment fails when realizing a 360-degree view.

The guide portions 20-1 to 20-4 are connected to the body
20, and support or guide the circuit boards 150 and the
holder (e.g., 130-2) of the first and second 1maging units
100A and 100B seated on the first area S1 of the body 20.

For example, the guide portions 20-1 to 20-4 may be in
contact with the side surface of the body 20, one end of the
respective guide portions 20-1 to 20-4 may protrude from
the upper surface 20a of the body 20, and the other end of
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the respective guide portions 20-1 to 20-4 may protrude
from the lower surface 205 of the body 20.

For example, the gmde portions 20-1 to 20-4 may be
positioned so as to abut the corners of the first area S1 of the
body 20, and may respectively include bent portions 24a,
which are bent to surround the corners of the first area S1.

For example, the number of guide portions 20-1 to 20-4
may be plural, and each of the plurality of guide portions
20-1 to 20-4 may include the bent portion 24a, which
surrounds a corresponding one of the corners of the first area
S1.

The side surface of the circuit board 150 of each of the
first and second 1maging units 100A and 100B may be 1n
contact with the inner side surfaces of the plurality of guide
portions 20-1 to 20-4. In addition, the side surface of the
body portion 130q of the holder (e.g., 130-2) of each of the
first and second 1maging units 100A and 100B may be 1n
contact with the inner side surfaces of the plurality of guide
portions 20-1 to 20-4.

That 1s, the plurality of guide portions 20-1 to 20-4 may
support or guide the side surface of the circuit board 150
and/or the side surface of the body portion 130a of the
holder (e.g., 130-2), thereby being capable of preventing the
second imaging umts 100A and 100B from being separated
from the bracket 300 or preventing deviation of the optical
axis or the focal length of the first and second imaging units
100A and 100B.

Each of the second areas S21 and S22 of the body 20 of

the bracket 300 may extend 1n a direction perpendicular to

the optical axis from a corresponding end of the first area S1.
The second area S21 and S22 of the body 20 may be

disposed with holes 23 and 24 for coupling with an external
device, for example, an optical device such as a mobile
phone.

For example, the second areas S21 and S22 of the body

20 of the bracket 300 may include a second-first area S21,
which extends leftwards from one side surface of the first
arca S1 of the body 20 located between two adjacent guide
portions 20-2 and 20-3, and a second-second area S22,
which extends rightwards from the other side of the first area

S1 of the body 20 located between the other two adjacent
guide portions 20-1 and 20-4. The second-first area S21 and
the second-second area S22 may be parallel to the first area
S1, but the embodiment 1s not limited thereto.

The bracket 330 may be formed of a metal material, for
example, aluminum, copper, or the like, 1n order to easily
withstand the weight of the first and second 1maging units
100A and 100B, to protect the first and second imaging units
100A and 100B from external impact, and to easily dissipate
heat generated from the image sensor 160 or various ele-
ments mounted on the circuit board of the first and second
imaging unmts 100A and 100B.

FIG. 22 1llustrates a bottom view of another embodiment
150-1 of the circuit board 1llustrated 1n FIG. 20.

Referring to FIG. 22, the circuit board 150-1 of each of
the first and second 1maging units 100A and 100B may be a
double-sided printed circuit board including an insulating
plate and a copper foil or copper wire, and may include a
first area 158 and a second area 159.

The first area 158 of the circuit board 150-1 may be an
area 1n which a circuit pattern or a wiring pattern, to which
the 1mage sensor 160 and various elements are electrically
connected, 1s formed.

The second area 159 of the circuit board 150-2 may be an
area which 1s not electrically connected to the 1mage sensor
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160 and various elements, or an area, which corresponds to
a common ground of the image sensor 160 and various
clements.

The copper 1o1l 1n the area 159 of the circuit board 150-1
may be exposed from the lower surface of the circuit board
150-1, which 1s an insulating plate.

The copper foil of the second area 159 of the circuit board
150-1 exposed from the lower surface of the circuit board
150-1 of the first imaging unit 100A may be 1n contact with
the upper surface of the bracket 300, and the copper foil of
the second area 159 of the circuit board 150-1 exposed from
the lower surface of the circuit board 150-1 of the second
imaging unit 100B may be in contact with the lower surface
206 of the bracket 300.

The copper foil of the first area 158 of the circuit board
150-1 1s not exposed from the lower surface of the circuit
board 150-1. This 1s because short-circuiting may occur
between the 1image sensor 160 and various elements when
the copper fo1l of the first area 158 of the circuit board 150-1
1s exposed.

Since the image sensors 160 of the first and second
imaging umts 100A, 100B are positioned adjacent to each
other and have a structure in which they are coupled to each
other, when the bracket 300 does not easily dissipate the heat
generated from the image sensors 160 of the first and second
imaging units 100A and 100B, the image sensors and
various elements may be subjected to heat damage or may
malfunction.

Since the heat generated from the image sensors 160 of
the first and second imaging units 100A and 100B 1s
transierred to the bracket 300 through the exposed copper
foil of the second area 159 of the circuit board 150-1, the
embodiment may enhance thermal conductivity and heat
dissipation efliciency.

The circuit board 150-1 of FIG. 22 may be applied to the
camera modules 100 and 100-1 according to the embodi-
ments.

In order to enhance thermal conductivity from the image
sensors 160 to the bracket 300, a thermally conductive pad
or a thermally conductive tape may be additionally disposed
between the exposed copper fo1l of the second area 159 of
the circuit board 150-1 and the upper or lower surface of the
bracket 300.

FIG. 23 illustrates a thermally conductive tape 320
according to an embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 23, the thermally conductive tape 320
may be disposed between the exposed copper foil of the
second area 159 of the circuit board 150-1 of each of the first
and second imaging units 100A and 100B and the upper
surtace 20q or the lower surface 295 of the bracket 300. The
thermally conductive tape 320 may enhance the adhesive
force between the circuit board 150-1 of each of the first and
second 1maging units 100A and 100B and the upper surface
20a or the lower surface 206 of the bracket 300 and may
enhance thermal conductivity and efliciency of heat dissi-
pation from the image sensor 160 to the bracket 300.

In addition, the thermally conductive tape 320 may be an
clectrical insulator for electrical insulation between the
second area 159 of the circuit board 150-1 exposed from the
lower surtace of the circuit board 150-1 and the bracket 300.

In addition, the camera module 100 or 100-1 according to
the embodiment may be included 1n an optical mstrument,
which forms an 1image of an object 1n a space using reflec-
tion, refraction, absorption, interference, diflraction, or the
like, which are characteristics of light, and may have the
purpose of increasing visibility to the eyes, of recording and
forming an image using a lens, or of performing optical
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measurement or 1mage propagation or transmission, for
example. Examples of the optical mstrument according to
the embodiment may include a smart phone and a portable
terminal equipped with a camera.

FIG. 24 illustrates a perspective view ol a portable
terminal 200A according to the embodiment, and FIG. 235

illustrates a view of the configuration of the portable termi-
nal illustrated 1n FIG. 24.

Referring to FIGS. 24 and 25, the portable terminal 200A

(heremafiter referred to as “terminal”) may include a body
850, a wireless communication umt 710, an A/V 1nput unit
720, a sensing unit 740, an input/output unit 750, a memory
760, an interface umt 770, a controller 780, and a power
supply unit 790.

The body 850 illustrated 1n FIG. 24 has a bar shape, but

1s not limited thereto. The body may have any of various
structures such as a slide type, a folder type, a swing type,
or a swivel type, in which two or more sub-bodies are
coupled so as to be movable relative to each other.

The body 850 may include a case (e.g., a casing, a
housing, or a cover) forming the external appearance
thereof. For example, the body 850 may be divided into a
front case 851 and a rear case 852. Various electronic
components of the terminal may be mounted in the space
formed between the front case 851 and the rear case 852.

The wireless communication unit 710 may include one or
more modules, which enable wireless communication
between the terminal 200A and a wireless communication
system or between the terminal 200A and the network 1n
which the terminal 200A 1s located. For example, the
wireless communication unit 710 may i1nclude a broadcast
receiving module 711, a mobile commumcation module
712, a wireless Internet module 713, a near field communi-
cation module 714, and a location information module 715.
The audio/video (A/V) input unit 720 serves to mput an
audio signal or a video signal, and may include a camera 721
and a microphone 722.

The camera 721 may be the camera module 100 or 100-1
according to the embodiment.

The sensing unit 740 may sense the current state of the
terminal 200A, such as the opening/closing state of the
terminal 200A, the position of the terminal 200A, the
presence or absence of a user touch, the orientation of the
terminal 200A, and the acceleration/deceleration of the
terminal 200A, and may generate a sensing signal for
controlling the operation of the terminal 200A. For example,
when the terminal 200A 1s 1n the form of a slide phone, the
sensing unit may sense whether the slide phone 1s opened or
closed. In addition, the sensing umt functions to sense
whether or not the power supply unit 790 supplies a voltage,
or whether or not the interface unit 770 1s connected to an
external device.

The mput/output unit 750 serves to generate mput or
output related to a visual sense, auditory sense, tactile sense,
or the like. The mput/output unit 750 may generate input
data for controlling the operation of the terminal 200A, and
may also display information processed in the terminal
200A.

The mput/output unit 750 may include a keypad unit 730,
a display module 751, a sound output module 752, and a
touchscreen panel 753. The keypad unit 730 may generate
input data 1n response to mput made on a keypad.

The display module 751 may include a plurality of pixels,
the color of which changes 1n response to an electric signal.
For example, the display module 751 may include at least

one selected from among a liquid crystal display, a thin film
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transistor-liquid crystal display, an organic light-emitting
diode, a tlexible display, and a three-dimensional display
(3D display).

The sound output module 752 may output audio data
received from the wireless communication unit 710 1n a call
signal reception mode, a call mode, a recording mode, a
voice recognition mode, a broadcast reception mode, or the
like, or may output audio data stored 1in the memory 760.

The touchscreen panel 753 may convert a change in
capacitance caused by a user’s touch on a specific area of a
touchscreen into an electric 1input signal.

The memory 760 may store a program for processing and
controlling the controller 780, and may temporarily store
input/output data (e.g., a telephone directory, messages,
audio, still images, photographs, and moving 1mages). For
example, the memory 760 may store an image photographed
by the camera 721, for example, a photograph or a moving
image.

The interface unit 770 serves as a connection path for an
external device connected to the terminal 200A. The inter-
face unit 770 receives data from the external device, or
receives a voltage and transmits the voltage to each com-
ponent 1n the terminal 200A, or allows data 1n the terminal
200A to be transmitted to the external device. For example,
the mterface unit 770 may include a wired/wireless headset
port, an external charger port, a wired/wireless data port, a
memory card port, a port for connecting a device equipped
with an identification module, an audio 1nput/output (I/O)
port, a video mput/output (I/P) port, an earphone port, and
the like.

The controller 780 may control the overall operation of
the terminal 200A. For example, the controller 780 may
perform related control and processing for voice call, data
communication, video call, and the like. The controller 780
may include a multimedia module 781 for multimedia
playback.

The controller 780 may perform a pattern recognition
process for recognizing handwriting mput or drawing input
performed on the touchscreen as characters and i1mages,
respectively.

The power supply unit 790 may supply external power or
internal power according to the control of the controller 780,
and may supply the voltage required for the operation of the
respective components.

The above described features, configurations, effects, and
the like are included 1n at least one of the embodiments, and
should not be limited to only one embodiment. In addition,
the features, configurations, eflects, and the like as illus-
trated 1n each embodiment may be implemented with regard
to other embodiments as they are combined with one another
or modified by those skilled in the art. Thus, content related
to these combinations and modifications should be con-
strued as including in the scope and spirit of the embodi-
ments as disclosed in the accompanying claims.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

Embodiments may be used for a camera module, which
cnables active alignment of a lens array unit and 1s capable
of preventing the lens array unit from being out of focus, and
an optical apparatus including the camera module.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A camera module comprising:

a first lens barrel comprising a lower surface and a first
protrusion protruding from the lower surface;

a first lens array comprising a plurality of first lenses
disposed 1n the first lens barrel;
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a first holder comprising a first hole into which the first
protrusion 1s inserted;

a first adhesive member disposed between a first portion
of a lower surface of the first lens barrel around the first
protrusion and a second portion of an upper surface of
the first holder around the first hole; and

a first image sensor disposed under the first hole,

wherein the first portion 1s opposite to the second portion
in an optical axis direction and the first adhesive
member 1s configured to couple the first portion and the
second portion, and

wherein the first adhesive member comprises one end and
a remaining end, which are disposed so as to surround
the first hole, and the one end and the remaining end of
the first adhesive member are spaced apart from each
other.

2. The camera module according to claim 1, wherein an
outer circumierential surface of the first protrusion inserted
into the first hole and an inner circumierential surface of the
first hole are spaced apart from each other.

3. The camera module according to claim 1, wherein the
first holder comprises:

a body portion accommodating the first 1image sensor

therein; and

a support portion protruding from an upper surface of the
body portion, and

wherein the first hole penetrates the body portion and the
support portion, and the first adhesive member 1s dis-
posed on an upper suriace of the support portion.

4. The camera module according to claim 1, wherein the
first adhesive member has a ring shape having an opening 1n
a transverse direction between the one end and the remain-
ing end thereof which are spaced apart from each other.

5. The camera module according to claim 3, wherein the
upper surface of the support portion 1s disposed with a first
groove, which 1s filled with a portion of the first adhesive
member.

6. The camera module according to claim 4, further
comprising a second adhesive member disposed in the
opening in the first adhesive member between the first lens
barrel and an upper surface of the support portion of the first
holder.

7. The camera module according to claim 6, wherein the
second adhesive member 1s 1n contact with outer surfaces of
the one end and the remaining end of the first adhesive
member, and 1s spaced apart from inner surfaces of the one
end and the remaining end of the first adhesive member.

8. The camera module according to claim 5, wherein the
first groove takes the form of a ring disposed on the upper
surface of the support portion around the first hole.

9. The camera module according to claim 7, wherein a
length of the second adhesive member 1n a direction per-
pendicular to a longitudinal direction of the second adhesive
member 1s less than a length of the first adhesive member 1n
a direction perpendicular to a longitudinal direction of the
first adhesive member.

10. The camera module according to claim 6, wherein a
second groove 1s disposed 1n the upper surface of the support
portion of the first holder corresponding to the opeming 1n the
first adhesive member, and the second adhesive member 1s
disposed 1n the second groove, and the opening in the first
adhesive member between the first lens barrel and the upper
surface of the support portion of the first holder.

11. The camera module according to claim 10, wherein
one end of the second groove 1s open to the first hole, and
a remaining end of the second groove 1s open to an outside
ol a side surface of the support portion.
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12. The camera module according to claim 11, wherein
the second adhesive member 1s disposed closer to the
remaining end of the second groove than the one end of the
second groove.

13. The camera module according to claim 1, wherein a
part of the plurality of first lenses 1s disposed inside the first
protrusion.

14. The camera module according to claim 6, wherein the
first adhesive member 1s a UV-curable and thermosetting
adhesive member and the second adhesive member 1s a
UV-curable adhesive member.

15. The camera module according to claim 1, wherein a
distance between the one end of the first adhesive member
and the remaining end of the first adhesive member gradu-
ally increases in a direction from an inner circumierential
surface to an outer circumierential surface of the first
adhesive member.

16. A camera module comprising:

a lens barrel including a plurality of seating portions

defining hollow regions having different diameters;

a lens array including a plurality of lenses disposed on the
plurality of seating portions;

a holder including a body portion, a support portion
protruding from the body portion, and a hole penetrat-
ing the body portion and the support portion, a lower-
most seating portion among the plurality of seating
portions being inserted into the hole;

a first adhesive member disposed between a first portion
of a lower surface of the lens barrel around the lower-
most seating portion and a second portion of an upper
surface of the holder; and

an 1mage sensor disposed under the hole,

wherein the first portion 1s opposite to the second portion
in an optical axis direction and the first adhesive
member 1s configured to couple the first portion and the
second portion,

wherein one end and a remaining end of the first adhesive
member are disposed on an upper surface of the support
portion around the hole and the one end, and the
remaining end of the first adhesive member are spaced
apart from each other, and

wherein an outer circumierential surface of the lowermost
seating portion inserted into the hole and an inner
circumierential surface of the hole are spaced apart
from each other.

17. The camera module according to claim 16, wherein

the lens barrel includes:

a {irst seating portion defining a first hollow region having
a first diameter;
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a second seating portion protruding from a lower surface
of the first seating portion and defining a second hollow
region having a second diameter; and

a third seating portion protruding from a lower surface of
the second seating portion and having a third diameter,

wherein the third seating portion 1s 1nserted into the hole,
and the first adhesive member 1s disposed between the
lower surface of the second seating portion and the
upper surface of the support portion of the holder.

18. The camera module according to claim 16, wherein
the first adhesive member has an opening 1n a transverse
direction,

wherein a groove 1s formed 1n the upper surface of the
support portion of the holder corresponding to the
opening 1n the first adhesive member, and

wherein one end of the groove 1s open to the hole, and a
remaining end of the groove 1s open to an outside of a
side surface of the support portion.

19. The camera module according to claim 18, further
comprising a second adhesive member disposed in the
groove and the opening in the first adhesive member
between the lower surface of the second seating portion and
the upper surface of the support portion of the holder.

20. A camera module comprising:

a lens barrel including a protrusion protruding from a

center portion of a lower surface;

a plurality of lenses disposed 1n the lens barrel;

a holder including a hole into which the protrusion 1s
inserted;

a first adhesive member disposed between a first portion
of the lower surface of the lens barrel around the
protrusion and a second portion of an upper surface of
the holder around the hole; and

an 1mage sensor disposed under the holder,

wherein the first portion 1s opposite to the second portion
in an optical axis direction and the first adhesive
member 1s configured to couple the first portion and the
second portion,

wherein the first adhesive member takes the form of a ring
having one end and a remaining end which are spaced
apart from each other,

wherein an opening 1s disposed between the one end and
the remaining end of the first adhesive member, and

wherein one end of the opening i1s open to an inner
circumferential surface of the first adhesive member,

and a remaining end of the opening 1s open to an outer
circumierential surface of the first adhesive member.
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