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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
ASYMMETRIC ETHERNET

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS:

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/268,236, filed Oct. 7, 2011, titled METHOD

AND APPARATUS FOR REDUCING POWER CON-
SUMPTION FOR DATA TRANSMISSION OVER ETH-
ERNET, which 1s incorporated herein by reference in 1ts
entirety.

BACKGROUND

Technical Field:
The disclosure herein relates generally to electronic com-

munications, and more particularly, to high speed Ethernet
systems.
Description of Related Art:

A communication system permits communication

between two or more network devices. Communication
between network devices can be conventionally achieved
using a communication line (or data link), formed by twisted
pairs of wires (or cables), and transceirvers, one transceiver
positioned at each end of a twisted pair. For example, the
IEEE 802 .3an (10GBASE-T) standard targets data transmis-
sion rates with a total bandwidth of 10Gbit/s over four (4)
pairs of twisted wires for distances of up to 100 meters. The
data transmission 1s generally performed 1n a simultaneous
bidirectional fashion, thus each pair of wires simultaneously
carries bidirectional data, each direction running effectively
at a data rate of 2.5 Gbat/s. Simultaneous bi-directional
signaling 1s often referred to as “full duplex” signaling.
One problem associated with using multiple twisted pairs
of wires and multiple transceivers at a full duplex capacity
1s power consumption. Due to the bidirectional nature of a
10GBASE-T system, the transceivers remain operational at
tull speed 1n both directions at all times as long as a data link
1s “alive.” This can waste a large amount of power, since the
transceivers consume energy at full capacity even when
there 1s little or no data being transmitted over the data link.
It 1s known i1n the art to reduce transceivers’ power
consumption by switching the transceivers from an “active”
mode into a “low power 1dle (LPI)” mode when no data 1s
being sent. This technique 1s employed by a variant of the
10GBASE-T standard, known as Energy Eflicient Ethernet
(EEE), as described 1n the IEEE 802.3az standard. During
the LPI mode, an LPI refresh signal 1s sent periodically to
refresh the low power 1dle mode. The data link 1s considered
“asleep,” but still “alive” and not “dead” or “switched oil,”
so that full speed data transmission can be resumed at a
relatively short time (within milliseconds) as compared to
reestablishing a data link, which can take up to several

seconds.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings illustrate several embodi-
ments of the disclosure and, together with the description,
serve to explain the principles described herein. One skilled
in the art will recognize that the particular embodiments
illustrated 1n the drawings are merely exemplary, and are not
intended to limit the scope of the disclosure.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating a communication
system configured for reducing power consumption for data
transmission, according to one embodiment.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

FIG. 2A 1s a schematic diagram 1illustrating one embodi-
ment of the data link in the communication system of FIG.

1 in further detail, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2B i1s a block diagram illustrating a transceiver
integrated circuit, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram illustrates an end-oi-data
controller configuration for data transmission 11 a commu-
nication system, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4 1s a diagram 1illustrating an embodiment perform-
ing an exemplary signal transmission over a physical chan-
nel.

FIG. 5 1s a diagram 1illustrating different modes for
deactivating transceivers to reduce power consumption,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 6 1s a flow chart illustrating a method for reducing

power consumption for data transmission, according to one
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In present embodiments, operation methods and apparatus
for reducing power consumption in a 10GBASE-T trans-
ceiver circuit having transmit and receive circuitry for
coupling to a plurality of physical channels are provided to
transmit first data with the transmit circuitry in a first
direction, receive second data with the receive circuitry 1n a
second direction opposite to the first direction, 1dentify an
end-of-data indicator associated with the second data, and
deactivate the receive circuitry according to the end-of-data
indicator. Preferably, in some embodiments, the receive
circuitry are selectively switched off to reduce power con-
sumption. In accordance with one or more embodiments, a
memory size ol a memory device that the second data 1s
fetched from can be discovered, and the end-of-data indi-
cator can be determined based on the memory size.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram 1illustrating a communication
system configured for reducing power consumption for data
transmission, according to one embodiment. The communi-
cation system 100 includes network devices 110aq and 1105.
The network devices 110a and 11056 are coupled 1n com-
munication for data transmission over data link 106. For
example, the components can be directly or indirectly con-
nected via the Internet, a wide area network, a telephone
network, any type of connection or connectionless network,
and the like. One of ordinary skill 1n the art will understand
that the components of FIG. 1 are just one implementation
of the communication system within which present embodi-
ments may be implemented, and the various alternative
embodiments are within the scope and spirit of the disclo-
sure¢ herein. For example, there can be more than two
network devices 110a, b, there can be more than one data link
106, and so forth.

The network devices 110a,b can be, for example, com-
puters, switches, routers, hubs, gateways, and similar
devices. In other embodiments, the network devices 1104a,5
can be, for example, a mobile device, a cell phone, a
network-ready device, or any other device capable of con-
necting to a network. The network devices 110qa,b transmit
and receive data to and from each other through the data link
106. In accordance with present embodiments, one network
device (e.g., 110a) can transmit data to the other network
device (e.g., 1105) along the data link 106, and simultane-
ously receive data from the other network device (e.g., 1105)
along the data link 106. One network device (e.g., 110a) can
also 1dentity an end-of-data indicator associated with the
data transferred, and deactivate one or more transceiver
portions associated with the transier according to the end-
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of-data indicator. In one or more embodiments, the deacti-
vation of the one or more transceiver portions results in
power saving for the network devices 110q,b.

The network devices ,b further comprise transceiver inte-
grated circuits 112a,b, respectively. The transceiver inte- 5
grated circuits 112q,b can be implemented, for example, on
a line card plugged into a chassis within the network devices
112a4,6, or on a mother board. In one embodiment, the
transceiver integrated circuits 112q,6 are implemented on
separate substrates. The transceiver integrated circuits 10
112a,6 can be implemented with hardware, software, and/or
firmware. In one embodiment, the transceiver integrated
circuits 112a,6 can be implemented with a programmable
array or an ASIC. The transceiver integrated circuits 112a,56
can contain analog electronic components, digital electronic 15
components, or a combination of both. The two transceiver
integrated circuits 112a,6 need not be implemented 1n the
same manner for synchronized operation. The network
devices 110a,b6 can also comprise other computing compo-
nents such as a processor, memory, and a monitor. 20

In operation, the transceiver integrated circuits 112a,b
provide a layer 1 Open Systems Interconnection (OSI)
model functionality, such as sending and receiving signals
between a media access control (MAC) device or other layer
2 device and the data link 106. In some embodiments, 25
transceiver integrated circuits 112a,b are respectively a part
a physical layer (PHY) device. In one embodiment, the
transceiver integrated circuits 112q,b send and receive digi-
tal signals from the MAC device, while sending and receiv-
ing analog signals with the data link 106. The transceiver 30
integrated circuits 112a,b can be ntegrated with the MAC
device or other components, in some embodiments. The
transceiver integrated circuits 112q,6 can simultaneously
transmit and receive data independently over the data link
106. In one embodiment, the transceiver integrated circuits 35
112a,b are able to detect an end-of-data indicator associated
with the transferred data, and deactivate the transceivers
associated with transferring the data based on the end-oi-
data indicator. An 1implementation of the transceiver inte-
grated circuits 112q,b 1s described below 1n more detail. 40

FIG. 2A 1s a schematic diagram 1llustrating one embodi-
ment of the data link 106 in the communication system of
FIG. 1 1n further detail, according to one embodiment. The
communication data link 106 includes four twisted pairs of
wires 272-278 that are connected to transceiver umts 210- 45
224 including transceivers Tx1/Rx1-Tx8/Rx8 through cor-
responding connectors 242-256. In one implementation of
present embodiments, the ftransceivers are IEEE
10GBASE-T compliant. Each twisted pair of wires and their
associated transceiver units form a physical channel. For 50
example, twisted pair 272 and its associated transceiver
units 210,218 form a physical channel 260, twisted pair 274
and 1ts associated transceirver units 212,220 form a physical
channel 262, and so forth. The twisted pairs 272-278 can be
composed of copper, optical fiber, or any other suitable 55
transmission medium. When operating at a bandwidth of 10
Gbait/s, each of the twisted pairs 272-278 operates at approxi-
mately 2.5 Gbit/s 1 each direction, demanding significant
power from the transceivers Tx1/Rx1-Tx8/Rx8 and support-
ing circuitry. 60

For purposes ol explanation, the data link 106 has two
ends, a near end and a far end, though a person of ordinary
skill in the art would understand that the two ends of the data
link are generally identical and interchangeable. Also for
illustration purposes, in one embodiment the far end inter- 65
taces with a media player device such as a Blu-ray player for
providing a video streaming service, and the near end

4

interfaces with a monitor device such as a television or other
visual screen for receiving the video streaming service.
However, 1t 1s noted a Blu-ray player need not be on the far
end, and vice versa.

FIG. 2B 1s a block diagram illustrating a transceiver
integrated circuit 1124 that includes transceiver units on one
end (e.g., the far end) of the data link of FIG. 2A, according
to one embodiment. The transceiver mtegrated circuit 112a
includes transceiver units 210-216 comprising a plurality of
transceivers, an end-oi-data controller 280a, and a power
control circuit 290aq. The end-of-data controller 280a 1is
coupled to the transceiver umts 210-216 to detect an end-
of-data indicator from data transierred (e.g., received), and
control the deactivation of transcerver units 210-216 accord-
ing to the end-of-data indicator. In many embodiments, the
end-of-data indicator can be determined by discovering a
memory size for a memory device (not shown) from which
the data 1s fetched. In accordance with present embodiments,
the power control circuit 290q 1s coupled to the end-of-data
controller 280a to selectively deactivate the transceiver units
210-216. In one embodiment, the end-of-data controller
280a can command the power control circuit 290q to
deactivate suitable transceiver portions in the transceiver
unmits 210-216 by switching off the transceiver portions
associated with the transfer (e.g., receiving). In another
embodiment, the end-otf-data controller 2804 can command
the power control circuit 290a to deactivate suitable trans-
ceiver portions 1n the transceiver units 210-216 by operating
the transceiver portions associated with the transfer (e.g.,
receiving) 1n a low power 1dle (LPI) mode or a low power
communication (LPC) mode.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram 1illustrates an end-of-data
controller configuration for data transmission 1n a commu-
nication system 300, according to one embodiment. The
communication system 300 includes a data link 306 having
a far end (e.g., interfaced to a Blu-ray player) and a near end
(e.g., mnterfaced to a'TV), a first transceiver integrated circuit
312a coupled to the far end of the data link 306, and a
second transcerver integrated circuit 31256 coupled to the
near end of the data link 306. The communication system
300 further includes a memory device 305 coupled to the
transceiver integrated circuit 3126 for data transmission
from the near end to the far end. For simplicity and a better
understanding of present embodiments, 1n the following
description regarding FIG. 3, only the data transmission
from the near end (e.g., the TV) to the far end (e.g., the
Blu-ray player) 1s explained. Nonetheless, a person of ordi-
nary skill in the art would understand that a separate data
transmission from the far end to the near end can operate
independently.

The memory device 3035 15 a device that has a finite data
storage, for example, an EEPROM, which 1s located on the
near end (e.g., mside the TV). Typically, the memory device
3035 stores data related to the hardware specification of the
TV, for example, model name, serial number, supported
resolution, screen size, etc. These pieces of information do
not alter unless a diflerent TV 1s connected to the Blu-ray
player; therefore, during the entire video streaming session,
these pieces of information only need to be transferred once
to the Blu-ray player. More importantly, these pieces of
information are data of a finite amount. Therefore, present
embodiments can save power by 1dentilying an end-of-data
indicator associated with the data, and deactivating signal
transceiver portions that are associated with transferring
these pieces ol data once the transfer 1s finished.

Now referring to the near end of the data link 306, the
transceiver integrated circuit 31256 includes an end-of-data
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controller 3805 and a power control circuit 3906. The
transceiver mtegrated circuit 3125 turther includes inputs to
receive data from a MAC device or other layer 2 device (not
shown), and 1s coupled to the data link 306 for data
transmission. Specifically, the transceiver itegrated circuit
3126 receives data from a memory device 305 (e.g., an
EEPROM) that 1s located on the near end (e.g., insidea TV).
For purposes of explaining, the memory device 305 stores
hardware specification imnformation regarding the near end
(e.g., the TV), and thus contains only a fimite amount of data.
Of course, other kinds of information may be stored in the
memory device 305. For simplicity, the transceiver units as
illustrated 1n FIG. 2B are not shown; however, it 1s to be
understood that the physical channels (e.g., channel 372) in
the data link 306 are each coupled to a respective transceiver
unit for transmitting and receiving data.

The end-of-data controller 3806 includes an end-otf-data
determination logic 382b and a data processor 384b. The
data processor 384bH i1s coupled to the data link 306 to
identily an end-of-data indicator for the data received from
the mputs of the transceiver integrated circuit 3125. The data
processor 384b 1s also coupled to the end-of-data determi-
nation logic 3826 to notily the end-of-data determination
logic 38256 i1f any end-of-data indicator 1s i1dentified for the
received data, and transier information regarding the end-
of-data indicator to the determination logic 3825.

The end-of-data determination logic 38256 includes an
input coupled to the data processor 3845 to receive infor-
mation regarding the end-of-data indicator, and an output
coupled to the power control circuit 3905 to deactivate
transceiver portions. Based on the information, the determi-
nation logic 3826 can deactivate one or more transceiver
portions associated with the transmitting according to the
information regarding the end-of-data indicator. If the infor-
mation i1ndicates that no end-of-data indicator 1s 1dentified,
meaning there can be more data to be recerved from the
memory device 305, then the determination logic 3825
keeps the transcervers 1n an active mode to transmit data. I
the information indicates that the end-of-data indicator 1s
identified, meaning there 1s no more data to be transmitted
through the data link 306, then the determination logic 3824
sends out control signals to command the power control
circuit 390a to switch off or reduce the power consumption
ol suitable transceiver portions associated with transmitting.
In this way, when data transmission ends, transceiver power
consumption drops to a mimimal level.

The power control circuit 3905 includes a control port to
receive control signals from the end-of-data determination
logic 3825 to deactivate one or more transceiver portions. In
one embodiment, the power control circuit 3905 deactivates
the transceiver portions by switching off the transceiver
power supplies. In other embodiments, the power control
circuit 3906 deactivates the transceiver portions by operat-
ing the transceiver portions in a low power 1dle (LPI) mode,
as provided by the IEEE 802.3az standard.

Further, 1t 1s noted that these low power or switched ofl
modes are just exemplary modes that the power control
circuit 3905 can employ 1n reducing the power consumption
of the transceiver portions upon the command of the end-
of-data determination logic 3825b. It 1s therefore understood
that, 1n some other embodiments, the power control circuit
3906 can reduce the power consumption of the transceiver
portions by operating the transceiver portions in other
modes, including those not currently specified by the IEEE
802.3 Ethernet standards. For example, in one embodiment,
the power control circuit 3905 can operate the transceiver
portions in a low power communication (LPC) mode, which
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6

provides methods for transferring data with low power
consumption using a refresh signal structure similar to LPI
refresh signals.

Now referring to the far end of the data link 306, the
transceiver integrated circuit 312q¢ includes an end-of-data
controller 380a and a power control circuit 390a. The
transceiver mtegrated circuit 312q further includes mputs to
receive data from a MAC device or other layer 2 device (not

shown), and 1s coupled to the data link 306 for data

transmission. For simplicity, the transceiver units as illus-
trated 1n FIG. 2B are not shown 1n FIG. 3; however, 1t 1s to
be understood that the physical channels (e.g., channel 372)
in the data link 306 are each coupled to a respective
transceirver unit for transmitting and receiving data.

The end-of-data controller 380a includes an end-oi-data
determination logic 382a, a data processor 384a, and option-
ally, a link detector 386a. The data processor 384a 1is
coupled to the data link 306 to identily an end-of-data
indicator associated with the data received from the inputs of
the transceiver integrated circuit 312a. The data processor
384a 1s also coupled to the end-of-data determination logic
3824 to notity the end-of-data determination logic 382a 1f
any end-of-data indicator 1s 1dentified for the received data,
and transfer information regarding the end-of-data indicator
to the determination logic 382a.

The end-of-data determination logic 382a includes an
input coupled to the data processor 384a to receive infor-
mation regarding the end-oif-data indicator, and an output
coupled to the power control circuit 390aq to deactivate
transceiver portions. Based on the information, the determai-
nation logic 382a can selectively deactivate one or more
transceiver portions associated with the receiving according,
to the information regarding the end-of-data indicator. If the
information indicates that no end-of-data indicator 1s 1den-
tified, meaning there can be more data to be recerved
through the data link 306, then the determination logic 382a
keeps the transceivers 1n an active mode to receive data. If
the information indicates that the end-of-data indicator 1s
identified, meaning there 1s no more data to be received
through the data link 306, then the determination logic 382a
sends out control signals to command the power control
circuit 390a to switch off or reduce the power consumption
ol suitable transce1ver portions associated with receiving. In
this way, when data transmission ends, transceiver power
consumption drops to a minimal level.

The power control circuit 390a 1ncludes a control port to
receive control signals from the end-oif-data determination
logic 3824 to deactivate one or more transceiver portions. In
one embodiment, the power control circuit 390a deactivates
the transceiver portions by switching ofl transceiver power
supplies. In other embodiments, the power control circuit
390a deactivates the transceiver portions by operating the
transceiver portions in a low power idle (LPI) mode, as
provided by the IEEE 802.3az standard.

Further, it 1s noted that these low power or switched off
modes are just exemplary modes that the power control
circuit 390q can employ 1n reducing the power consumption
of the transceiver portions upon the command of the end-
of-data determination logic 382a. It 1s therefore understood
that, in some other embodiments, the power control circuit
390a can reduce the power consumption of the transceiver
portions by operating the transceiver portions in other
modes, including those not currently specified by the IEEE
802.3 Ethernet standards. For example, 1n one embodiment,
the power control circuit 390a can operate the transceiver
portions in a low power communication (LPC) mode, which
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provides methods for transferring data with low power
consumption using a refresh signal structure similar to LPI
refresh signals.

Because 1n some embodiments, the receirving portion of
the transceivers on the far end 1s completely switched off,
the link status cannot be determined from the receipt of data.
Therefore, 1n such embodiments, the link detector 3864 1s
coupled to the data link 306 to detect a disconnection of the
physical channels (e.g., channel 372). If the data link 306 1s
disconnected, then the link detector 386a can notily the
transceiver integrated circuit 312a to respond accordingly,
for example, to stop transmitting data to the near end, or to
prepare for reestablishing a new connection. In some
embodiments, the link detector 3864 monitors an echo of the
data being transmitting on the data link 306 to detect
whether the physical channels are disconnected. Of course,
other methods of detecting a disconnection of the physical
channels can be employed to facilitate the detection of the
status of the physical channels.

Detailed operation of the communication system 300 1s
now described, according to present embodiments. For
simplicity, only the operation that 1s related to transmission
of the finite data 1s 1llustrated 1n and described with FIG. 3
(from the near end to the far end), as the operation of the
other portion (from the far end to the near end) i1s the same
with a typical 10GBASE-T communication system. It
should also be understood that the transmitting portion and
the receiving portion on the transceiver integrated circuits
312a,b6 function independently, so one portion may operate
in a way that 1s independent of the other portion.

When transferring the data, one or more controllers (e.g.,
380a,b) on the transceiver integrated circuits 312a,b6 can
identily an end-of-data indicator associated with the trans-
terred data, and selectively deactivate one or more trans-
celver portions associated with transferring the data accord-
ing to the end-of-data indicator. According to one or more
embodiments, one or more power control circuits (e.g.,
390a,b) are coupled to the controllers to selectively switch
ofl the transceiver portions that are associated with the
transfer. According to other embodiments, one or more
power control circuits (e.g., 390q,b) are coupled to the
controllers to selectively operate the transceiver portions 1n
an LLPI mode or an LPC mode. In some embodiments, one
or more detectors are coupled to the data link 306 to detect
a disconnection of the physical channels (e.g., channel 372).

FIG. 4 1s a diagram 1illustrating an embodiment perform-
ing an exemplary signal transmission over a physical chan-
nel 460 corresponding to the physical channels 272, 274,
276, and 278. In one embodiment, the physical channel 460
includes a twisted pair of wires 402 having a far end (e.g.,
Blu-ray player) and a near end (e.g., TV). The far end
includes a far end receiver 410 and a far end transmitter 412,
which together form a far end transceiver. Similarly, the near
end includes a near end transmitter 420 and a near end
receiver 422, which together form a near end transceiver. It
1s noted that, in the following description regarding FIG. 4,
present embodiments are explained from the far end’s
perspective. Therelore, the near end transceiver 1s shown 1n
dotted lines.

As shown 1n FIG. 4, a large amount of data 1s transmitted
from the far end (e.g., Blu-ray player) to the near end (e.g.,
TV) during time 0 to t2. On the contrary, only a small
amount of data 1s received from the near end (e.g., TV) to the
tar end (e.g., Blu-ray player) during the same period. More
specifically, there 1s no more data to be received by the far
end after time t1. According to present embodiments, the far
end transmitter 412 and the near end receiver 422 can each
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operate 1n the active mode at all times (from time 0 to time
t2) for the Blu-ray player to transmit data to the TV. The far
end recerver 410 and the near end transmitter 420 can both
be switched off during the period between t1 and t2. Alter-
natively, the far end receiver 410 and the near end trans-
mitter 420 can both operate 1n a low power 1dle (LPI) mode
or a low power communication (LPC) mode. Therefore, 1n
this period between t1 and t2, power consumption of the
receiver 410 and the transmitter 420 1n the present embodi-
ments can be reduced.

FIG. 5 1s a diagram 1illustrating different modes for
deactivating transceiver portions to reduce power consump-
tion, according to some embodiments. In FIG. §, three
physical channels 562, 564 and 566 are shown with each
associated with a pair of transceivers on each end of the
physical channels. For simplicity, only signal transmission
ol one direction that 1s associated with finite data transmis-
sion 1s shown in FIG. 5. In present embodiments, the
transceiver portions associated with the data transmission
can be deactivated by their respective end-of-data control-
lers after end-of-data indicators are 1dentified. Depending on
the embodiments, there can be several possible modes for
deactivating transceiver portions to achieve power savings.
For one embodiment, as illustrated on the physical channel
562, after finishing the transmission of the data, transceiver
portions associated with the data transmission on the physi-
cal channel 562 are switched ofl. For another embodiment,
as 1llustrated on the physical channel 564, after finishing the
transmission of the data, transceiver portions associated with
the data transmission on the physical channel 564 operate in
an LPI mode, transferring LPI refresh signals 580 on the
physical channels 564 to keep the link “alive” while con-
suming very little energy.

In yet another embodiment, as illustrated on the physical
channel 566, after finishing the transmission of the data,
transceiver portions associated with the data transmission on
the physical channel 566 operate 1n an LPC mode similar to
the LPI mode. More specifically, in the current EEE stan-
dard, a sequence of scrambled one hundred and twenty eight
(128) zeros are inserted i each LPI refresh signal 580 as
pseudo data 582. Present embodiments may replace this
pseudo data 582 with real data 587, and encode the real data
587 nto a refresh signal structure 585. In this manner, the
physical channel 566 1s able to transmit data at a slower
speed, with a reduced power consumption level similar to
the LPI mode.

Again as described above, the transmitting and receiving
are mdependent to each other 1n a communication system
such as 10GBASE-T. Therefore, the communication system
such as 1llustrated 1n FIG. 3 can save power by deactivating
transceiver portions associated in transierring data in one
direction after the data 1s transferred.

FIG. 6 1s a tflow chart illustrating a method for reducing
power consumption for data transmission, according to one
embodiment. With reference back to FIG. 3, an exemplary
method for reducing power consumption for data transmis-
s10n using an end-of-data controller (e.g., controller 380a) 1s
now described.

First, the end-of-data controller 380a receives data (610).
Then, the end-of-data determination logic 3824 identifies an
end-of-data indicator associated with the data (620). If the
end-of-data indicator 1s not identified, meaning there can be
more data to be received from the memory device 305, then
the determination logic 382a keeps the transceivers in an
active mode to receive data. If the end-of-data indicator 1s
identified, meaming there 1s no more data to be received
through the data link 306, then the determination logic 382a
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deactivates the receive circuitry of the transceivers accord-
ing to the end-of-data indicator (630).

Advantageously, a communication system employing
present embodiments can save power by reducing power
consumption for finite data transmission. Pursuant to present
embodiments, the power consumption associated with trans-
ferring a limited amount of data can be reduced, because the
system need not operate the transcervers in active mode after
the transfer of such data 1s finished. More specifically, after
the transmission of the data, the transceiver portions asso-
ciated with such transfer are switched ofl or their power is
reduced. In this manner, unnecessary power consumption
associated with operating the transceivers at full speed while
not transferring any data 1s saved. Therefore, present
embodiments can achieve great power saving in many
applications, and in particular, video streaming through
HDMI from a Blu-ray player to a TV.

While particular embodiments have been shown and
described, 1t will be obvious to those skilled in the art that
changes and modifications may be made without departing
from this disclosure 1n 1ts broader aspects and, therefore, the
appended claims are to encompass within their scope all
such changes and modifications as fall within the true spirit
and scope of this disclosure.

Further, 1t should be noted that the various circuits dis-
closed herein may be described using computer aided design
tools and expressed (or represented), as data and/or 1nstruc-
tions embodied 1n various computer-readable media, in
terms of their behavioral, register transier, logic component,
transistor, layout geometries, and/or other characteristics.
Formats of files and other objects 1n which such circuit
expressions may be implemented include, but are not limited
to, formats supporting behavioral languages such as C,
Verilog, and VHDL, formats supporting register level
description languages like RTL, and formats supporting
geometry description languages such as GDSII, GDSIII,
GDSIV, CIF, MEBES and any other suitable formats and
languages. Computer-readable media 1n which such format-
ted data and/or instructions may be embodied include, but
are not limited to, non-volatile storage media 1 various
forms (e.g., optical, magnetic or semiconductor storage
media).

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A transceiver integrated circuit (IC) of a BASE-T
Ethernet communication system, comprising;:

a plurality of BASE-T Ethernet transceivers having mul-
tiple transmit circuits and multiple receive circuits for
coupling to corresponding multiple twisted-pair copper
channels:

wherein a first group of one or more of the transmit
circuits collectively transmits a first amount of data
during a first time interval;

wherein a second group of one or more of the receiver
circuits collectively receives a second amount of data
that 1s diflerent from the first amount of data during the
first time 1interval;

wherein after transmaitting the first amount of data, the first
group of one or more of the transmit circuits 15 con-
figured,
in a low-power mode, transmit refresh signals during a

refresh period of a first time interval, ones of the
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refresh signals including real data encoded into a
sequence of 128 bit values.

2. The transceiver integrated circuit (IC) of claim 1,
wherein the first group of the one or more transmit circuits
comprises a first number of transmit circuits and the second
group of the one or more receiver circuits comprises a
second number of receiver circuits that 1s different than the
first number of transmait circuits.

3. The transceiver integrated circuit (IC) of claim 1,
wherein the real data comprises data other than scrambled
bit values inserted into the sequence as pseudo data.

4. A transceiver integrated circuit of a BASE-T commu-
nication system, comprising:

a plurality of BASE-T Ethernet transceivers having mul-
tiple transmit circuits and multiple receive circuits for
coupling to corresponding multiple twisted-pair copper
channels;

wherein a first group of one or more of the transmit
circuits collectively transmits data at a first data rate;

wherein after transmitting data at the first data rate, the
first group of transmit circuits operate 1 a low power
communication (LPC) mode; and

wherein the first group of transmit circuits transmit, at a
second data rate lower than the first data rate, refresh
signals during a refresh period while operating 1n the
LPC mode, ones of the refresh signals including real
data encoded 1nto a sequence of 128 bit values.

5. The transceiver integrated circuit of a BASE-T com-
munication system of claim 4, wherein the real data com-
prises data other than the scrambled bit values inserted into
the sequence as pseudo data.

6. A 10GBASE-T communication system, the system
comprising;

multiple twisted-pair copper channels having a first end
and a second end;

a plurality of BASE-T Ethernet transceivers having mul-
tiple transmit circuits and multiple receive circuits
coupled to corresponding first ends of the multiple
twisted-pair copper channels;

wherein a first group of one or more of the transmait
circuits collectively transmits a first amount of data
during a first time interval; and

wherein a second group of one or more of the receiver
circuits collectively receives a second amount of data
that 1s different from the first amount of data during the
first time 1interval;

alter transmitting the first amount of data, the first group
of transmit circuits 1s configured,

in a low-power mode, to transmit refresh signals during a
refresh period of a first time interval, ones of the refresh
signals including real data encoded into a sequence of
128 bit values.

7. The communication system of claim 6, wherein the first
group of the one or more transmait circuits comprises a first
number of transmit circuits and the second group of the one
Or more receiver circuits comprises a second number of
receiver circuits that 1s different than the first number of
transmit circuits.

8. The 10GBASE-T communication system of claim 6,
wherein the real data comprises data other than scramble bit
values 1to the sequence as pseudo data.
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