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DISTRIBUTED MODE LOUDSPEAKER
ELECTROMAGNETIC ACTUATOR WITH
AXIALLY AND RADIALLY MAGNETIZED

CIRCUIT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Application Ser.
No. 62/654,173, filed on Apr. 6, 2018, entitled “DISTRIB-

UTED MODE LOUDSPEAKER ELECTROMAGNETIC
ACTUATOR WITH AXIALLY & RADIALLY MAGNE-
TIZED CIRCUIT,” the entire contents of which 1s 1mncorpo-
rated herein by reference.

FIELD

This disclosure relates generally to audio transducers,
particularly, to the design of a low mass, miniature, high
power audio transducer.

BACKGROUND

Many conventional loudspeakers produce sound by
inducing piston-like motion 1n a diaphragm. Panel audio
loudspeakers, such as distributed mode loudspeakers
(DMLs), 1n contrast, operate by inducing uniformly distrib-
uted vibration modes 1n a panel through an electro-acoustic
actuator. Typically, the actuators are electromagnetic or
piezoelectric actuators.

Conventional panel audio loudspeaker magnet systems
can have performance limitations arising from the soft
magnetic material increasing inductance and electrical
impedance with increasing frequency. This increase 1n elec-
trical inductance can have drawbacks, including a reduction
in the acoustic output at high frequency.

The temperature and electrical resistance of a voice coil
conductor also tends to increase with increasing current
which can cause power compression and limit the maximum
force generated by the actuator. It may therefore be neces-
sary to maximize the efliciency of the force generated by the
actuator.

When the package size of an actuator 1s limited, the use
of a thin magnet disc 1s often used 1n conjunction with a
terrous cup and pole piece, such as 1n the actuator shown 1n
cross-section 1n FIG. 1. Here, an actuator 100 1s shown 1n
cross-section and 1ncludes a permanent magnet 120 shaped
as a thin disc and a voice coil 140. Voice coil 140 includes
voice coil windings 145 wound around a tube connected to
an actuator coupling plate 150 which, when fully assembled,
1s attached to a panel of the panel audio loudspeaker. The
magnet 120 1s housed 1n a soft magnetic cup 110 (e.g., a
terrous cup), and 1s sandwiched between a base 111 of
magnetic cup 110 and a soit magnetic top plate 130, or pole
piece. Magnetic cup 110 1s attached, via spring elements, to
a frame (not shown), which can be attached to actuator
coupling plate 150, suspects the magnetic cup, magnet 120
and top plate 130 relative to voice coil 140. An air gap 160
exists between side walls 112 of magnetic cup 110 and
magnet 120 and top plate 130. Voice coil 140 1s positioned
in the air gap.

Magnet 120 1s axially magnetized. In other words, the
poles of the permanent magnet are aligned along the axial
direction. When the voice coil 1s energized, 1t generates a
magnetic field that interacts with the field of the permanent
magnet, axially displacing the magnetic cup, magnet, and
top plate relative to the voice coil.
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2

The topology of actuator 100 can be limited in its force
generation due to the reduced flux density experienced at the
outer face of the air gap compared to the flux density
experienced at the mner face of the air gap created by the
pole piece. This reduces the total tlux density present in the
air gap which corresponds to a reduction 1n force output.

SUMMARY

In general, 1n one aspect, the disclosure features a device
including an inner magnet arranged relative to an axis, an
outer magnet arranged a radial distance from the axis, an
inner radial wall of the outer magnet facing an outer radial
wall of the mner magnet, the mner and outer radial walls
being separated by an air gap, a voice coil arranged 1n the air
gap separating the mner and outer magnets, and an actuator
coupling plate attached to the voice coil. The mner magnet
1s axially magnetized and the outer magnet 1s radially

magnetized. During operation of the device electrical acti-
vation of the voice coil causes axial motion of the actuator
coupling plate.

Implementations of the device can include one or more of
the following features. For example, the inner and outer
magnets can be symmetric with respect to axial rotations.

The device can include a soit magnetic material attached
to the inner and outer magnets. For example, the device can
include plates on opposing sides of the mner and outer
magnets 1n the axial direction comprising the soit magnetic
material. In some embodiments, the device includes a yoke
composed of the solt magnetic matenal.

The device can have a maximum dimension in the axial
direction of 10 mm or less (e.g., 8 mm or less, 5 mm or less,
4 mm or less, 3 mm or less).

In a further aspect, the disclosure features a panel audio
loudspeaker, including the device and a panel mechanically
attached to the actuator coupling plate. The panel can
include a display panel (e.g., an OLED or LCD display
panel). The panel can include a touch panel. The device can
be configured to generate audio and/or haptic responses.

In a further aspect, the disclosure features a mobile device
including the panel audio loudspeaker. The mobile device
can be a mobile phone or a tablet computer. In some
embodiments, the mobile device 1s a wearable device.

Among other advantages, the disclosure features panel
audio loudspeakers that fit within a limited physical space
and provide suflicient force over a prescribed audio band-
width and excites vibrational modes within a diaphragm and
comprise of a sufliciently small package size. For example,
panel audio loudspeaker systems include an actuator with
suflicient etliciency of force output with respect to electrical
input within a minmature package size for applications that
have limited space for the location of such an actuator. Said
actuators may be designed to specily the actuator/diaphragm
fundamental resonance frequency at a bandwidth optimized
to provide haptic feedback and a constant force bandwidth.

This technology applies to panel audio systems designed
to provide acoustic and/or haptic feedback. The panel may
be a display system, for example based on OLED technol-
ogy. The panel may be part of a smartphone or wearable
devices.

Other advantages will be evidence from the description,
drawings, and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of a
circuit actuator suitable for a distributed mode loudspeaker

(DML).
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FIG. 2 1s a plot showing a characteristic actuator force as
a function of frequency.

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view of another embodiment of
a DML circuit actuator.

FI1G. 4 15 a sectional perspective view of a further embodi- 5
ment of a DML circuit actuator.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show an embodiment of a mobile device
that includes a panel audio loudspeaker with an actuator.

FIG. 6 1s a schematic diagram of an embodiment of an
clectronic control module for providing drive signals to an 10
actuator.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In general, the disclosure features electromagnetic trans- 15
ducers that combine an axially magnetized magnet within an
annular radially magnetized wall. It 1s believed that such
transducers can produce more power per physical size and
mass than conventional transducers. This increased power 1s
believed to be made possible by combining, for example, 20
both a thin, flat axially magnetized neodymium magnet and
a thin wall radially magnetized magnet(s).

Such an actuator can have a characteristic force vs fre-
quency behavior as shown 1n FIG. 2. Here, the vertical axis
shows a force factor, while the horizontal axis shows fre- 25
quency from 100 Hz to 20 kHz. Both axes are shown with
logarithmic scales. The actuator force peaks at a resonance
frequency, F,, 1n this case at about 200 Hz. At higher
frequencies, e.g., S00 Hz to 5 kHz 1n the example shown, the
force v. frequency response 1s relatively constant. At higher 30
frequencies (e.g., 10 kHz to 20 kHz), the force factor
monotonically decreases as the voice coil inductance
increasingly influences the response.

FIG. 3 depicts an example of such an actuator in cross-
section. Specifically, FIG. 3 depicts a round, axisymmetric 35
panel audio loudspeaker actuator 300 using both an axially
magnetized disc magnet 320, a radially magnetized cylin-
drical magnet 322 and a voice-coil 340 with windings 3435
located 1n a magnetic air gap 360 between a soft magnetic
top plate 330 and a soft magnetic cup 310. As noted above, 40
axial magnetization means that magnet 320 has 1ts magnetic
poles aligned 1n the axial direction, as depicted in FIG. 3.
Radial magnetization means that the magnetic poles of
magnet 322 are aligned in the radial direction, which 1s
perpendicular to the axial direction. In the radial direction, 45
air gap 360 1s located between magnet 320 and magnet 322.
Voice coil 340 connects actuator 300 to a coupling plate 350
to generate a constant force to a diaphragm (plate, not shown
in FIG. 3) i order to excite multiple vibrational modes of
said diaphragm to generate acoustic output. 50

In general, the magnets can be formed from a material
than can be permanently magnetized, such as rare earth
magnet materials. Exemplary materials include neodymium
iron boron, samarium cobalt, barium {ferrite, and strontium
ferrite. 55

The soft magnetic plate and cup can be formed from a
material or materials that are readily magnetized in the
presence ol an external magnetic field and demagnetized
when the external field 1s removed. Typically, such materials
have high magnetic permeability. Examples include high 60
carbon steel and vanadium permendur. Accordingly, the soft
magnetic plate and yoke serve to guide the magnetic flux
lines from the axially magnetized magnets across the air gap.

It 1s believed that the use of both an axially magnetized
and radially magnetized magnets provides means of maxi- 65
mizing and balancing the flux density experienced at both
the mner and outer faces of the soft magnetic top plate and

4

yoke maximizing the total flux density present in the air gap
and therefore maximizing the force output.

Generally, radially magnetized magnet 322 can be formed
from one or more segments. For example, this magnet can
be realized by arc segments of a magnetic material con-
structed 1n such a way to create a continuous cylinder.

It 1s believed that the use of a complementary radially
magnetized magnet surrounding the outside of the voice coil
and contained by a soit magnetic yoke/cup contains the
magnetic tlux within the structure of the magnetic motor
circuit reducing (e.g., minimizing) leakage of magnetic flux
from the magnetic circuit thereby reducing (e.g., minimiz-
ing) interactance of the electromagnetic field with other
sensitive components that may be 1n close proximity to the
clectromagnetic actuator. Additionally, the extended vertical
length of the radially magnetized magnet can provide a
consistent field strength over the full length of the mechani-
cal excursion capability of the voice coil.

The actuator shown mm FIG. 3 can be compact. For
example, the thickness of the actuator in the axial direction
can be on the order of a few mm, e.g., 5 mm or less, 4 mm
or less, 3 mm or less, 2 mm or less. The lateral dimensions
can also be relatively small. For example, the outer axially
magnetized magnet can have a lateral diameter (1.e., the
diameter orthogonal to the symmetry axis) of 20 mm or less
(e.g., 15 mm or less, 12 mm or less, 10 mm or less, 8 mm
or less, 7 mm or less, 6 mm or less, S mm or less).

In addition to a round, axisymmetric embodiment of this
magnetic circuit design, 1t 1s also feasible to realize the
magnetic circuit topology within an elongated (e.g., oblong)
package as shown 1n FIG. 4. Here, an actuator 400 includes
a voice coil 440 connected to an actuator coupling plate 450.
Voice coi1l 440 supports windings 445 which are arranged in
an air gap 460 between an inner magnet 420 and an outer
magnet 422. Inner magnet 420 1s sandwiched between a soft
magnetic top plate 430 and a soft magnetic cup (voke) 410.
Inner magnet 420 1s axially magnetized and outer magnet
422 1s radially magnetized.

Inner magnet 420 1s shaped to be concentrically slightly
smaller than soft magnetic top plate 430. In other words, top
plate 430 extends slightly further in the x and y directions
than magnet 420. Top plate 430 1s also shaped to be
concentrically slightly smaller than the voice coil 440.
Radially magnetized outer magnet 422 can be constructed of
linear magnetic blocks situated along the outer, linear sides
ol the voice coil.

Generally, the actuators described can generate haptic
output 1 addition to acoustic output. For instance, the
actuators can provide output below 200 Hz.

The actuator technology disclosed herein can be used 1n
panel audio systems, e.g., designed to provide acoustic
and/or haptic feedback. The panel may be a display system,
for example based on OLED or LCD technology. The panel
may be part of a smartphone, tablet computer, or wearable
devices (e.g., smartwatch or head-mounted device, such as
smart glasses). For example, referring to FIG. 5A, a mobile
device 500 1ncludes a device chassis 502 and a touch panel
display 504 including a flat panel display (e.g., an OLED or
LCD display panel) that integrates a panel audio loud-
speaker. Mobile device (e.g., a smartphone) 500 interfaces
with a user i a variety of ways, including by displaying
images, recerving touch mput via a touch panel display 504,
and producing audio and haptic output. Generally, as part of
a panel audio loudspeaker, the vibrating panel generates
human-audible sound waves, e.g., 1 the range of 20 Hz to
20 kHz. In addition to producing sound output, mobile
device 500 also produces haptic output via display panel
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504. For example, the haptic output can correspond to
vibrations 1n the range of 180 Hz to 300 Hz.

Typically, a mobile device has a depth of approximately
10 mm or less, a width of 60 mm to 80 mm (e.g., 68 mm to
72 mm), and a height of 100 mm to 160 mm (e.g., 138 mm
to 144 mm). Accordingly, compact and eflicient actuators for
driving panel 504, such as those described above, are
desirable.

Referring to FIG. 5B, which shows a cross-section
through mobile device 500, together device chassis 502 and
display panel 504 form an enclosure for housing compo-
nents of mobile device 500 such as an actuator 510, a battery
530 and an electronic control module 520.

Actuator 510 can be one of the actuators described above
(e.g., actuator 300 or 400) and 1s si1zed to fit within a volume
constrained by other components housed i mobile device
500, including electronic control module 520 and battery
530. Electronic control module 220 provides control signals
to actuator 510, causing it to produce audio and/or haptic
output.

In general, electronic control modules are composed of
one or more electronic components that recerve mput from
one or more sensors and/or signal receivers of the mobile
phone, process the mput, and generate and deliver signal
wavelorms that cause actuator 510 to provide a suitable
haptic response. Referring to FIG. 6, an exemplary elec-
tronic control module 600 of a mobile device, such as
mobile phone 500, includes a processor 610, memory 620,
a display driver 630, a signal generator 640, an input/output
(I/0) module 650, and a network/communications module
660. These components are in electrical communication
with one another (e.g., via a signal bus 602) and with
actuator 310.

Processor 610 may be immplemented as any electronic
device capable of processing, recerving, or transmitting data
or 1structions. For example, processor 610 can be a micro-
processor, a central processing unit (CPU), an application-
specific mtegrated circuit (ASIC), a digital signal processor
(DSP), or combinations of such devices.

Memory 620 has various instructions, computer programs
or other data stored thereon. The instructions or computer
programs may be configured to perform one or more of the
operations or functions described with respect to the mobile
device. For example, the mstructions may be configured to
control or coordinate the operation of the device’s display
via display driver 630, signal generator 640, one or more
components of I'O module 650, one or more communication
channels accessible via network/communications module
660, one or more sensors (€.g., biometric sensors, tempera-
ture sensors, accelerometers, optical sensors, barometric
sensors, moisture sensors and so on), and/or actuator 510.

Signal generator 640 1s configured to produce AC wave-
forms of varying amplitudes, frequency, and/or pulse pro-
files suitable for actuator 510 and producing acoustic and/or
haptic responses via the actuator. Although depicted as a
separate component, 1n some embodiments, signal generator
640 can be part of processor 610. In some embodiments,
signal generator 640 can include an amplifier, e.g., as an
integral or separate component thereof.

Memory 620 can store electronic data that can be used by
the mobile device. For example, memory 620 can store
clectrical data or content such as, for example, audio and
video files, documents and applications, device settings and
user preferences, timing and control signals or data for the
various modules, data structures or databases, and so on.
Memory 620 may also store instructions for recreating the
various types ol wavelorms that may be used by signal
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generator 640 to generate signals for actuator 510. Memory
620 may be any type of memory such as, for example,
random access memory, read-only memory, Flash memory,
removable memory, or other types of storage elements, or
combinations of such devices.

As brietly discussed above, electronic control module 600
may include various iput and output components repre-
sented 1 FIG. 6 as I/O module 650. Although the compo-
nents of I/O module 650 are represented as a single 1tem 1n
FIG. 6, the mobile device may include a number of different
input components, including buttons, microphones,
switches, and dials for accepting user nput. In some
embodiments, the components of I/O module 650 may
include one or more touch sensor and/or force sensors. For
example, the mobile device’s display may include one or
more touch sensors and/or one or more force sensors that
enable a user to provide input to the mobile device.

Each of the components of I/O module 650 may include
specialized circuitry for generating signals or data. In some
cases, the components may produce or provide feedback for
application-specific mput that corresponds to a prompt or
user interface object presented on the display.

As noted above, network/communications module 660
includes one or more communication channels. These com-
munication channels can include one or more wireless
interfaces that provide communications between processor
610 and an external device or other electronic device. In
general, the communication channels may be configured to
transmit and receive data and/or signals that may be inter-
preted by instructions executed on processor 810. In some
cases, the external device 1s part of an external communi-
cation network that i1s configured to exchange data with
other devices. Generally, the wireless interface may include,
without limitation, radio frequency, optical, acoustic, and/or
magnetic signals and may be configured to operate over a
wireless interface or protocol. Example wireless interfaces
include radio frequency cellular interfaces, fiber optic inter-
faces, acoustic interfaces, Bluetooth interfaces, Near Field
Communication interfaces, infrared interfaces, USB inter-
faces, Wi-Fi1 interfaces, TCP/IP interfaces, network commu-
nications interfaces, or any conventional communication
interfaces.

In some 1mplementations, one or more of the communi-
cation channels of network/communications module 660
may include a wireless communication channel between the
mobile device and another device, such as another mobile
phone, tablet, computer, or the like. In some cases, output,
audio output, haptic output or visual display elements may
be transmitted directly to the other device for output. For
example, an audible alert or visual warning may be trans-
mitted from the electronic device 600 to a mobile phone for
output on that device and vice versa. Similarly, the network/
communications module 660 may be configured to receive
input provided on another device to control the mobile
device. For example, an audible alert, visual notification, or
haptic alert (or instructions therefore) may be transmitted
from the external device to the mobile device for presenta-
tion.

A number of embodiments are disclosed. Other embodi-
ments are 1n the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A device, comprising:

a panel comprising a display; and

an actuator, comprising;

an inner magnet arranged relative to an axis;
an outer magnet arranged a radial distance from the
axis, an mner radial wall of the outer magnet facing
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an outer radial wall of the inner magnet, the inner
and outer radial walls being separated by an air gap;
a cup comprising a base and a side defining a cup
cavity, the base and side comprising a soit magnetic
material, the inner and outer magnets being arranged
in the cup cavity;
a voice coil arranged 1n the air gap separating the inner
and outer magnets;
an actuator coupling plate attached to the voice coil and
to the panel; and
wherein the inner magnet 1s axially magnetized and the
outer magnet 1s radially magnetized, and during
operation of the device electrical activation of the
voice coil causes axial motion of the actuator cou-
pling plate; and
wherein the device 1s a panel audio loudspeaker.
2. The device of claim 1, wherein the inner and outer
magnets are symmetric with respect to axial rotations.
3. The device of claim 1, wherein the outer magnet 1s
formed from a plurality of segments of a magnetic material.
4. The device of claim 1, further comprising a top plate
comprising the soft magnetic material on an opposite side of
the 1nner magnet from the yoke base.
5. The device of claim 4, wherein the top plate has the
same radial dimensions as the inner magnet.
6. The device of claim 4, wherein the top plate has larger
radial dimensions than the imnner magnet.
7. The device of claim 1, wherein the device has a
maximum dimension 1n the axial direction of 10 mm or less.
8. The device of claim 1, wherein the panel comprises a
touch panel.
9. The device of claim 1, wherein the device 1s configured
to generate audio and/or haptic responses.

8

10. A mobile device, comprising the device of claim 1.
11. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the mobile

device 1s a mobile phone or a tablet computer.

12. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the mobile

5 device 1s a wearable device.
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13. A mobile device or a wearable device, comprising;
a housing;

a display panel mounted in the housing;

an actuator coupling plate attached to the display panel;

a voice coil attached to the actuator coupling plate, the
voice coil defining an axis;

an 1nner magnet arranged relative to the axis;

an outer magnet arranged a radial distance from the axis,
an 1mner radial wall of the outer magnet facing an outer
radial wall of the mner magnet, the mner and outer
radial walls being separated by an air gap,

a cup comprising a base and a side defining a cup cavity,
the base and side comprising a soft magnetic material,
the mner and outer magnets being arranged 1n the cup
cavity;

wherein the voice coil 1s arranged 1n the air gap separating
the mner and outer magnets, the inner magnet 1s axially

magnetized and the outer magnet 1s radially magne-
tized; and

an electronic control module electrically coupled to the
voice coll and programmed to energize the voice coil to
cause axial motion of the mner magnet relative to the
voice coil such that the display panel vibrates at fre-
quencies and amplitudes suflicient to produce an audio
response from the display panel.
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