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(57) ABSTRACT

A spread spectrum system 1s used for transmitting data to
and from devices operable as sensors and actuators in a
distributed system. Communication 1s made through a series
of aggregation nodes 1n a branched hierarchical network.
Each device and aggregation node has a respective spread
spectrum code, and has a corresponding encoder/decoder 1n
a central control system operating the same spread spectrum
codes, the encoded data relating to the devices being aggre-
gated over a shared channel. At each level 1n the hierarchy
the aggregated signals to/from the next level are recoded.
This allows the same codes to be re-used at different levels,
and 1n different sub-branches in the same level, 1increasing
the number of devices that can be served on one channel.

19 Claims, 18 Drawing Sheets

¢ o7 Plattormy

Data Hub
Lxatabase



US 10,841,034 B2

Page 2
(56) References Cited WO W02016186456 11/2016
WO WO2018166693 9/2018
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS WO WO2018166694 9/2018
6,704,322 Bl 3/2004 Niou
7,230,974 Bl 6/2007 Lu OIHER PUBLICATIONS
gggéﬁgégg(ﬁ i " ggggé ?Elil:;ﬁa ******* HOAW 72/044 International Preliminary Report on Patentability, International Appli-
370/332 cation No. PCT/EP2018/052277, dated Feb. 22, 2019, 7 pages.
2007/0021121 Al 1/2007 Lane International Preliminary Report on Patentability, International Appli-
2007/0081489 Al 4/2007 Anderson cation No. PCT/EP2018/052275, dated Jun. 12, 2019, 9 pages.
2007/0258508 Al* 11/2007 Werb ... HOAL 5/0037 Kobatake N et al;: “Multi-code SS-CSMA/CA for cluster-tree wire-
2012/0120871 Al* 59012 T HO4V&/€3§Z (1)3(3 less ad hoc networks”, Wireless Communication Systems, 2009.
ACBEL e ISWCS 2009. 6 International Symposium on, IEEE, Piscathaway,
120136455 AL 5901 Weber 370/328  NJ USA., Sep. 7, 2009 (Sep. 7. 2009), pp. 652-656, XP03 1545230,
2013/0723387 A1 29013 Abraham ISBN: 978-1-4244-3584-5 paragraph [0011]; figure 1.
2014/0269272 Al* 9/2014 Shuey ....ccooon..... GO1D 4/004 ElAttar et al, “Enhancing the Performance of Wireless Adhoc
370/930 Networks Using Spreading Codes”, “2014 Sixth International Con-
7014/0348135 Al 11/2014 Ozluturk ference on Computational Intelligence, Communication Systems
2015/0110033 AL*  4/2015 Y1 oo, HO04L 5/0048 and Networks (CICSyN). Proceedings”, published 2014, IEEE
370/329 Computer Society, pp. 176-181.
2015/0256220 Al 9/2015 Becze FEuropean Search Report—Application No. EP17161450, date of
2015/0270867 Al 9/2015 Young completion of search Aug. 22, 2017, 1 page.
2016/0006123 Al 3/2016 Ko European Search Report—Application No. EP17161446, date of
2016/0218749 Al* 7/2016 Levy .vvviviiivninnnn, HO3M 5/145 completion of search Aug. 25, 2017, 1 page.
2017/0208612 Al* 7/2017 Tushar .................. HO4W 88/08

CN
DE
EP
EP
GB
JP
WO
WO
WO

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

105204358

199 33 813
0756395
2048637
2491431
2008109286
W0O2007012289
WO 2015052613
W0O2016057193

12/2015
2/2001
1/1997
4/2009
5/2012
5/2008
2/2007
4/2015
4/2016

FEuropean Search Report—Application No. EP17161448, date of
completion of search Sep. 22, 2017, 1 page.
GB Search Report—Application No. GB1704215.1, date of comple-

tion of search Sep. 18, 2017, 1 page.
GB Search Report—Application No. GB1704207.8, date of comple-

tion of search Sep. 18, 2017, 1 page.
GB Search Report—Application No. GB1704219.3, date of comple-

tion of search Sep. 26, 2017, 4 pages.
U.S. Appl. No. 16/493,233, filed Sep. 11, 2019, Inventors Hamid
Gharib et al.

* cited by examiner



US 10,841,034 B2

eied 19

o

| 8UISS82044
| eleq Lo|

Sheet 1 of 18

W31ISAS
| Juswaseueip

UOI1RINSIIUOY)
9 (] 921A8( 9seqgeieq

Nov. 17, 2020

jUsiioseurn AJOMIaN | O]

U.S. Patent




US 10,841,034 B2

Sheet 2 of 18

Nov. 17, 2020

U.S. Patent

eleq 10| |

[ waishs
L Suissanoud

| eeq 1o

Wia1sAg
7 | iusweSeuen

10]

UoneINsyuoD
R (I} 921A9( (9segeleq

jusuIsgeueia HIOMISN 10|

€12

CCC

217

=57

1

>

0

>

-




US 10,841,034 B2

LIBISAS

PbUISS820.14
eleqd 10

Sheet 3 of 18

[N J0SUSS |

0[S awi} | 10[s 8w | 10jS W

¢ JOSUsg | ¢ Josuag | | J0SUaS |

8zl ezl 22l 21

Nov. 17, 2020

:w

U.S. Patent



US 10,841,034 B2

Sheet 4 of 18

17,2020

Nov.

U.S. Patent

g BN AMMICH HN BN BN SN SR S O

b6l 8cCl

Zsl
22l

de ug] -

L S1
LCl

317

W m,__o\ﬁo |

f

9|0AD IXBU Ul

den
66 L

Duilliwsuel] SUBIS | 10SUSS 210J8q 904D Jo pus Je dex) :dex)
B1Ep S} JILUSUBJ] O] U JOSUSS J0J 10|S Wil U S

des ugy - zSl LSl
661  9Zi 22l L2l

usL - 2SL LSl
gzl 22l 12l

Lt

fm., m_o>o ] m,_,.oa

v LV

|
| S



€S

US 10,841,034 B2

_— — e

o 1951105

auIqwo)/indinQ

Sheet 5 of 18

95

Nov. 17, 2020

U.S. Patent

S~ (5|

Sumosas

L

P1eQ)
IS

=
00§ |

UOI1oeJ1xXd

——

40714




5§

US 10,841,034 B2

T ‘€0¢

Sheet 6 of 18

90eLJ21Ul YJOMIaN

A P L Y 4 RS T WS B R L Y- T R Y O AR et

¢S

Suipoou3

005 {

| . uolDeJIXg |

1
y -

UewOs

Nov. 17, 2020
-
-
o~
|
M 1
-
.
E‘J

U.S. Patent

o a0 4L

3 L! o P -
r
......... 4 e Far WPl rh Y Y Uiedal A e bl Y L e e e A e LY 3 e LUk Dk el v ey Py et T i e b e e el e iy Py o
. T i L A n A ik .
n 3 - L L b L el
3 i)

Uo130eIIXT

(38U
|__uoneny

o an o |

0§/.

( jUauiageue|n

chllElq

g Byt

llllllllll et R

~ UOI1199}|00
e1e(]

6S

5597014 )

g




U.S. Patent Nov. 17, 2020 Sheet 7 of 18 US 10,841,034 B2




US 10,841,034 B2

Sheet 8 of 18

Nov. 17, 2020

U.S. Patent

LG 0

LC

e BC- LC

T Seneosun

€0
9P02 buisn|

qurdn
Huisuels|

9po0 buisn | 8pod puisn

juian juljdn
Hwisued | Hwisuel|

1O
| P00 buisn

Hulan
JLUSuURI|

09 8poo Buisn
0}, PuBlIWwOD §
OAIBOBI |IY |

G2S

mmmwmmwmmwmmmmwwwﬂmmmmmmmmmmm

oy G

WO s i 3

ano—FE——

AIJOBU| :8Z 01 9

xe|dng IN4 :G2 0} |2
PUBLUILLIOD YUIJUMO(]

- ElE(] ele eled Ble(
judn gz | udngz [ uldn gz juldn Lz

| pieOQUO | P4BOQUO pIEOqQUO | pieoquo
bZC —

P'e
cCY

10S



-— o Ws By cls WS
ol | cwnig  Zwnig | Wni@g wnic uAs

| | - ("
LC -C LC | SIaAIBOSURS|
_%éziééE%&fiizzééézfiiiéziiTw;m%éwiuf§EWEfWE¢iéiﬁézﬁésméJWEMMWiz;255222izzzziisééizwziiééiiiii%ihmmswm

US 10,841,034 B2

A a—
X4 10} @7 0] UMOP GN

¥ X140 GO O} LD _
Sopod buisn xadn(y N4

PO % 1O SBP0Y
mEWWS MCMMQS lwisuel| -

GO % 9D ‘8D S8p09
Buisn g 9 €2 ‘12 e1enjoy —

€O R 2D 1D Sepoo
Buisn yuidn jwisuey -

09 8poo buisn
.01, PUBLULLOD
| BAIBDR) ||

Sheet 9 of 18

eleq juian
ele yuidn
e ¥ L¢ PIeOQUQ

Nov. 17, 2020

_ _m”_m:ﬁ&

eye uiidn

eH1 % 22 ‘12
| pleoquQ

| 9AOBU 18 0} 92
B1B(] YUIJUMOP xo|dn( |Ind :Gg O} |2

w%mmha EMEESEE%D
— pre0la

oyeroy —E——

U.S. Patent



m,:..__._. ..

US 10,841,034 B2

UOI1eO0|jeay 9pon
0D 9po2o buisn |
PUBLLILLIOD yuljumo( |

Sheet 10 of 18

)76

Nov. 17, 2020

UGIIED0||BSYH BP0
DUBLLLLIOD YUHHUMO(]

€05

U.S. Patent

aiemulil4 s1epdn
00 8poo buisn |
PUBLULLOD Ullumo( |

alemuid eyepdn |
DUBLULLOD YUJUMO(]

a

c0S

¢

-

(ML)

| femeen |

——————{pPopp 101+

126

8¢-1¢



555
__ndinQ

, 9p0) 1ndino |

US 10,841,034 B2

1 85T weans exep
Peid | pauiquiod

Sheet 11 of 18

pUBWIWOD

guipoouy

wolsAs | ©
luswadeuelp

| apon nduj | 2P0 1ndu|

=~ PO g .

Nov. 17, 2020

CGT

€GE

U.S. Patent



U.S. Patent Nov. 17, 2020 Sheet 12 of 18 US 10,841,034 B2

\ 821

| 1oT Data Processing System / Management system |




US 10,841,034 B2

Sheet 13 of 18

Nov. 17, 2020

U.S. Patent

LW31SAS

Juswageue|p

€

Ty

* ,:.w

=" 171 tasker |

Nfov _

P

3¢ | 3pos nduy apo) induy | €41

. 9p0) INduU} | g7

ey,

3duipooud weaJlls

ke | 7St puBWIWOD
— A guipoouy | pPauIquUIO)

T

207 1ndu]

T CT -




— 5565

LSC

US 10,841,034 B2

WMm>m
3U1SS920.d

895
R 4

1 TJ4ehker |

w3 / WeaJis elep

Sheet 14 of 18

Nov. 17, 2020

;f_i;;;e:ﬂNMH _f_fj;;NmNi.

U.S. Patent



65 6GG

P __

- CJehen

ST
| _nding |

UO110BIIXT
T J19Ae7

US 10,841,034 B2

| uonoesxg |
7 Joker |

Al

Sheet 15 of 18

uonoenxy |
| zJiohet |

A4

m | M .‘mm\rm.ﬁ

WieaJls

e1ep
paulquio)

Nov. 17, 2020

B __ w_uou..

UOIIOBIIXT] |af 4
7 JoAe]

UOOELIXS

Ot EEL

U.S. Patent




ANH eleq

ULoae|d 10|

96

Sheet 16 of 18

17,2020

Nov.

U.S. Patent

1oUIB]U]




U.S. Patent Nov. 17, 2020 Sheet 17 of 18 US 10,841,034 B2

Street 2
Aggregator

S - g
"'-'rq--___.'
: e e my
1 Ih"‘"?n-ph
' *h.ﬂﬁhh
il T

w R
"
", e
ﬁ' - N
oy : __
-~ N
- :

Sensor 4

Street 1 Sensor1 7

Sensor 2 | = AN
Street2 | — .~~~ | 7S~922

| S“’ eet 1 Senso a P _' treet 2

01

o~ | Sensor 4

' Street 1

e
ﬂ##
i
g
o
o
. ]
o B
e
o
.
o =

915

otreet 1
Aggregator



U.S. Patent Nov. 17, 2020 Sheet 18 of 18 US 10,841,034 B2




US 10,841,034 B2

1

BRANCHED COMMUNICATIONS
NETWORK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application 1s a National Phase entry of PCT
Application No. PCT/EP2018/052277, filed Jan. 30, 208,
which claims priority from European Patent Application No.
17161448.0 filed Mar. 16, 2017, each of which 1s fully

incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to data management systems, and
in particular the handling of data generated by sensors and
transmitted to a system management processor.

BACKGROUND

Data, such as that generated by sensors and transmitted to
a system management processor, 1s increasingly used for
interconnection, by way of the Internet, of computing
devices embedded in everyday objects, enabling them to
send and receive data—the so-called “Internet of Things”
(IoT).

The Internet of Things has been defined as “the network
ol physical devices, vehicles, buildings and other items—
with embedded sensors and actuators—and the network
connectivity that enable these objects to collect and
exchange data”. One core requirement of IoT 1s the ability
of the sensors to transmit the collected data to the remote
systems responsible for processing and storing the data. At
the same time, IoT control and management systems need to
send 1nstructions to actuators to operate equipment (such as
turning a lamp on or oif) and to the sensors, for example to
change their configuration or update their software.

In general, most actuators also incorporate a sensor of
some kind in order to report the operating state of the
actuator to the elements that control it. Likewise, many
sensors incorporate an actuator in order to be responsive to
commands from a control centre to deliver data on demand
(“data pull”) rather than operating autonomously, 1n
response to an external stimulus, or according to an internal
clock (*data push™). In this specification, unless the context
requires a more specific meaning, the term “sensor”
embraces actuators whether or not they incorporate, or are
incorporated 1n, sensors.

Sensors and actuators 1 an IoT network are typically
small, low cost units with minimal processing power, which
make use ol portable power sources such as batteries.
Therefore, 1t 1s essential to use battery power efliciently to
prolong the sensor’s operational life span. This constrains
both the volume and reach of the data that can be transmitted
by a sensor. Ideally, the smallest amount of data with
mimmum eflective reach should be transmaitted.

Although some sensors and actuators have wired or fiber
connections to the internet, many of them send and receive
data using wireless media. The wireless 1nterface normally
provides a number of states such as (1) transmit/receive
(transcerver) state, (11) 1dle state, and (111) sleep state. The
maximum power usage occurs in the transmit/receive state
and the minimum happens in the sleep state. In the idle
mode, the wireless (radio frequency) interface 1s not com-
municating but 1ts circuitry 1s still turned on, ready to detect
transmissions from base stations or other sensors nearby.
This means that the power usage 1n 1dle state 1s only slightly
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less than that in the transmit/receive state. In particular, 1n
1dle mode, all transmissions detected have to be analyzed by
the sensor device before it can be determined whether they
carry any data or instructions relevant to that sensor device.
To minimize power usage, both the duration of transmit/
receive and 1dle states should be mimimized and that of the
sleep state maximized. In the transmit/receive state, some
sensors may be able to both send and receive data and
management instructions simultaneously. This maximizes
operational efliciency, but requires that the data sent and
received are not mixed up. To achieve this, appropriate data
encoding schemes and frequencies are required.

An 1mportant characteristic of wireless Internet of Things
communication 1s that it 1s regulated by duty cycle. Duty
cycle 1s the proportion of time during which a device 1s
active. In the case of a sensor’s radio component, given 1ts
three states as defined above, the duty cycle would be the
time the radio component 1s in transmit/receive (transceiver)
state. For example, a duty cycle of 1% means that 1f a device
operates for 1 mSec, it cannot then operate in the next 99
mSec. To achieve maximum ethliciency, the length of duty
cycle should be minimized. In many countries, the duty
cycle has been restricted and regulated, to as little as 1%, 1n
order to prevent interference and collision of data transmiut-
ted from different sensors/base stations, in the same area, at
the same time and using the same frequency.

Time division duplex (TDD) 1s a transmission scheme that
allows separate flows for uplink and downlink data trans-
mission. Uplink 1s separated from downlink by the alloca-
tion of different time slots 1n the same frequency band. Some
simple systems allocate time slots on the fly, but these are
more suited to voice systems, as humans are able to recog-
nize cues 1 each other’s speech which inhibit them from
talking over each other.

Spread-spectrum techniques are methods by which a
signal (e.g. an electrical, electromagnetic, or acoustic signal )
generated with a particular bandwidth 1s deliberately spread
in the frequency domain, resulting 1n a signal with a wider
bandwidth. These techniques are used for a variety of
reasons, including the establishment of secure communica-
tions, increasing resistance to natural interference, noise and
jamming, to prevent detection.

Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) 1s an example of
a multiple access method, 1n which several transmitters can
send mnformation simultaneously over a single communica-
tion channel. This allows several users (transmitters) to
share a band of frequencies. To permit this without undue
interference between the users, CDMA employs spread-
spectrum technology and a special coding scheme where
cach transmitter 1s assigned a umique code. The transmitted
signal can only be decoded by a recerver which 1s pro-
grammed with the same code. By making the codes used by
cach transmitter mutually orthogonal with each other, sev-
cral transmitters can transmit information simultaneously
using the same Irequency band, and at the same time
interval. The orthogonality between the codes prevents the
transmitted codes from interfering with each other, so that
cach receiving system 1s able to detect the data sent by 1ts
respective transmitter even 1f multiple transmissions have
been made and their data aggregated.

Spread-spectrum CDMA 1s generally less suitable for
high-bandwidth digital communication such as streaming
than 1t 1s for voice, because the human brain 1s better able to
cope with discontinuity of signal (voice) than a digital
system, which requires error correction soitware to handle
any missing or modified data. Although IoT has an inher-
ently lower requirement for bandwidth than most data
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communications, there would nevertheless be some practical
difficulties 1n applying a standard CDMA system, optimized

for voice, to an IoT system, and this disclosure, together with
those disclosed 1n our co-pending applications filed on the
same date as this one and having titles Synchronmisation 1n a
Communications Network and Broadcasting 1n a Commu-
nications Network, claiming priority from European Appli-
cation Nos. 17161446.4 and 17161450.6 respectively, seeks
to address some of these 1ssues.

Normal CDMA practice 1s to make the maximum band-
width available to all channels (hence “spread spectrum”™).
However, in most cases 10T applications, only one relatively
narrow frequency band is available to be utilized 1n an IoT
network.

TDD-CDMA 1s a system 1n which TDD 1s added on top
of CDMA, uses two sets of time slots (duty cycles) for
bi-directional communication. While normally CDMA

shares the same frequency band in the same time for the
different users, TDD-CDMA allocates different time slots
tor uplink and downlink, wherein both uplink and downlink
are using the same CDMA technique, but in the different
directions. This time division allows a single code to be used
for each uplink/downlink pair, doubling the number of
active users which can be accommodated 1n the system as
the total number of codes 1n a code set 1s fixed. However, as
noted above, separation of both TDD and CDMA uplink and
downlink channels can be an inetlicient use of bandwidth
where traflic 1s typically asymmetric. The division of time
between uplink and downlink also increases the length of
duty cycles, as each end of the link 1s essentially idle (in
receive-only mode) for half the time. There 1s also a need for
synchronization.

SUMMARY

According to a first aspect of the disclosure, there 1s
provided a process for transmitting a plurality of signals
from a control center to a plurality of devices, wherein the
signals are transmitted over a multiple access channel, and
cach signal 1s specific to a respective device, each signal
including a spread spectrum encoding sequence specific to
the device convolved with encoded data relating to the
device, wherein the signal specific to each device 1s con-
volvable with a spread spectrum encoding sequence to
extract the encoded data relating to the device, and wherein
the signal 1s transmitted from the control center through a
series ol one or more mtermediate disaggregation elements,
and the signal 1s convolved 1n a series of spread spectrum
encoding sequences each associated with one of the inter-
mediate elements 1n the series. According to a second aspect,
complementary to the first aspect, there 1s provided a process
for transmitting signals from a plurality of devices to a
control center, wherein the plurality of signals 1s transmitted
over a multiple access channel, and each signal 1s specific to
a respective device, each signal including a spread spectrum
encoding sequence specific to the device convolved with
encoded data relating to the device, and wherein the received
signals are transmitted through a series of one or more
intermediate aggregation elements, the signals being aggre-
gated using a series of spread spectrum encoding sequences
cach associated with one of the intermediate elements 1n the
series, and wherein data relating to each device 1s extracted
at the control center by deconvolving the signal with a
spread spectrum encoding sequence specific to that device.

According to a third aspect, there 1s provided a network
for transmitting a plurality of signals from a control center
to a plurality of devices, each signal being specific to a
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4

respective device, and each signal including a spread spec-
trum encoding sequence specific to the respective device
convolved with a code specific to a command to be per-
formed by an actuator associated with the device, the
network comprising a plurality of disaggregators forming
nodes 1n a branched network having a plurality of branching
levels, each disaggregator configured to extract a signal by
a deconvolving process according to a spread spectrum code
associated with the node, wherein the mput to a node at a
first lower level 1s a spread spectrum output of the convolv-
ing process of a node at an adjacent higher level.

In one configuration, the series of intermediate elements
forms a branched hierarchical network, and a first set of
encoding sequences 1s used 1n a first level of the hierarchy
and 1n at least one other level of the hierarchy. A first set of
encoding sequences may be used 1 two or more interme-
diate elements at a first, lower, level of the hierarchy, the
intermediate elements being differentiated by being associ-
ated with different encoding sequences at an intermediate
device at a second, higher, level 1n the lierarchy at a point
in the branched hierarchical network common to the respec-
tive series of mtermediate elements connecting the respec-
tive devices to the control center.

In some embodiments, devices or intermediate elements
using a first set of encoding sequences for wireless commu-
nication are geographically separated from other devices or
intermediate elements at the same level in the hierarchy
using the same set of encoding sequences by regions in
which devices or intermediate elements at the same level in
the hierarchy are allocated one or more different sets of
encoding sequences, the geographical separation being sui-
ficient to prevent co-channel interference between devices or
intermediate elements at the same hierarchical level.

Broadcast messages may be transmitted to a plurality of
devices all associated with an encoding sequence common
to the devices. Connections between a device and a control
center may use the same code for both uplink and downlink
transmissions.

The encoded data specific to a device may relate to
measurements performed by a sensor associated with the
device, or commands to be performed by an actuator asso-
ciated with the device. Signals carrying instructions to a set
ol actuators may be transmitted to a plurality of actuator
devices simultancously using a single message encoded

according to each of the sequences specific to those actuator
devices.

In one embodiment, the aggregation and disaggregation
functions can take place 1n the same physical element, but a
physical element having only one or other of these comple-
mentary functions 1s within the scope of the disclosure.

The present disclosure may use CDMA with frequency or
time division superimposed. This allows a small number of
devices to each operate a duplex link 1n each band, with a
higher reliability than a single large frequency band. How-
ever, the use of CDMA also allows all sensors/actuators to
avoid the need for frequency or time division, 1n particular
between upstream and downstream, therefore reducing the
complexity of synchronization to avoid conflicts. This
allows many more devices to utilize a single time slot (duty
cycle) and have bi-directional communication 1n the same
time slot. Use of a narrower frequency band also reduces the
power consumption of the sensors.

Embodiments of the disclosure apply the CDMA tech-
nique to the data management platform, increasing the
elliciency of the network. Embodiments also enable a num-
ber of other innovations.




US 10,841,034 B2

S

In embodiments of the disclosure, CDMA 1s used {for
two-way communication i an IoT network between each
sensor (or actuator) and the systems responsible for the
processing of the data collected by the sensors, and for the
management of the sensors and actuators.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the disclosure will now be described,
with reference to the drawings, 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a schematic depiction of a first simplified
network architecture.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic depiction of a second simplified
network architecture.

FIG. 3 1s a schematic depiction of the generation of a time
division system.

FIG. 4 1s a schematic depiction of a time division multi-
plex.

FIG. 5 1s a schematic depiction of a sensor/actuator device
according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 6 1s a schematic depiction of a variant sensor/
actuator device according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 7 1s a schematic illustration of the functional ele-
ments of a synchronization subsystem of the embodiments
of FIG. 5 or FIG. 6.

FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 are flow diagrams depicting informa-
tion flows 1n an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 11 15 a schematic depiction of a processing/manage-
ment system operable according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

FI1G. 12 15 a schematic depiction of a hierarchical network
operable according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 13 1s a schematic depiction of a second management
system operable according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 14 1s a schematic depiction of a second processing
system operable according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 15 1s a schematic depiction of a third processing
system operable according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 16 1s a schematic representation of a practical
application of the hierarchical system of FIGS. 12, 13, 14
and 15.

FIG. 17 1s a schematic representation of an example of a
collision, according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 18 1s a schematic representation of how groups of
codes can be distributed, according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIGS. 1 and 2 depict two simplified network architec-
tures, stmplified for 1llustrative purposes. Due to the limited
power of the batteries used by sensors, and because sensors
usually operate 1n different frequency bands, use different
protocols and have no internet connectivity the data that they
transmit usually cannot directly reach the target data pro-
cessing system. Instead, the sensor data 1s passed to an
aggregator/gateway 1 for onward transmission to the target
system. In both FIGS. 1 and 2 a gateway node 1 provides
communication between a number of sensors 20-29 (FIG.
1), 200-223 (FIG. 2), and data processing and management
systems 3, 4 having respective databases 30, 40. The sensors
20, 200, etc., transmit the data that they collect to the data
processing systems 3 and receive control/management
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instructions from the management systems 4. As depicted 1n
FIG. 1, the data may be sent between each sensor 20, 21, 22,
etc., and the gateway 1 directly. However, if a sensor 200 1s
not close enough to the gateway 1, 1ts data may be forwarded
indirectly, through a number of neighboring sensors 201,
202, 203 (determined using a multi-hop routing algorithm)
betfore 1t can reach the gateway, as depicted 1n FIG. 2.

Two-way communication between sensors and target sys-
tem normally involves the exchange of a large number of
messages on a regular basis (e.g. every few seconds/min-
utes/hours/etc.). The number of exchanged messages and the
s1ze ol the exchanged data depend on the sensor type and the
requirements of the data processing and management sys-
tems.

Wireless transmission of sensor data presents a number of
problems, in particular related to security and the avoidance
ol data collision.

Each sensor 1n the network 1s provided with the capability
to transmit its data using CDMA technology, and embodi-
ments of the disclosure can operate without the need for each
sensor to have 1ts own SIM card and network address. Using
CDMA, each sensor can also communicate with other
sensors 1n 1ts vicinity or with a local gateway responsible for
collecting the sensor messages, synchronizing and combin-
ing them and forwarding the resulting combined messages to
the data processing or management systems.

The receiving system would be able to detect the data sent
by each sensor even 1f multiple sensors have sent their data
simultaneously and their data have been aggregated. For
instance, assuming there are two sensors S1 and S2 which
use the following codes (chip sequences) to encode and
transmit their data:

S1°s chip sequence
S1°s spreading sequence 1 -1 -1 -1 1 -1 1
Transmuitted bits by S1 -1 1 1 1 -1 1 1 1 -1
when data = 0
Transmuitted bits by S1 1
when data =1
S2’s chip sequence 1 0 0 0 0O 1 0 0
S2’s spreading sequence 1 -1 -1 -1 -1 1 -1 -1 1
Transmitted bits by S2 -1 1 1 1 1 -1 1 1 -1
when data = 0
Transmuitted bits by S2 1
when data =1

Aggregated signal 1f S1 2
and S2 simultaneously
transmit data bit 1

Aggregated signal 1f S1 0 0 0 0 2
transmits data bit 1 and

S2 simultaneously
transmits data bit O

It will be noted that a value of minus 1 1s used 1n the
spreading sequence to represent zero 1n the chip sequence.
This 1s because to allow a zero value to be distinguished
from a null (1.e., no signal being transmitted).

The receiving system would have a copy of each sensor’s
spreading sequence. These codes are used by the receiving
system to extract the data sent by each sensor (if any) from
the received signal. This 1s done by deconvolving the
spreading sequence with the aggregated signal (essentially
multiplying the corresponding bits together and adding the
results)
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Recovered

Conv Status

Aggregated signal 2
if S1 and S2
simultaneously
transmit data bit 1
S1’s spreading 1
sequence

Recovered signal 2 2 2 2 0 0o 2 2 2
received from S1

S2’s spreading 1
sequence

14

b2
b2
]
b2
-
-
b2
b2
b2

14 >()

-
b

Aggregated signal 0O 0 O
if 81 transmuits

data bit 1 and S2
simultaneously
transmits data bit

0

S1’s spreading 1
sequence

Recovered signal 0 o o o 2 2 0 0 0 4
receirved from S1

S2° s spreading 1
sequence

Recovered signal 0 o 0 0
received from S2

-2 0 0 0 <0

Note that it 1s the sign (+ or —) of the recovered (decon-
volved) data bits, not the amplitude, which identifies the
recovered code. The amplitude 1s a measure of the reliability
of the data bit.

The messages sent by each sensor can be encoded using
a specific key allocated to that sensor. The messages sent by
the sensors can be combined 1nto a bulk message, and only
the destination (data processing/management) system,
which has a copy of each sensor’s key, 1s able to extract each
sensor’s message from the combined message. This pro-
vides a high degree of security for the data transmitted by the
SEeNSors.

When dealing with a large number of sensors, especially
when distributed over an area too large to allow direct
communication (without relays) between the sensor and the
data processing/management system, it 1s possible to aggre-
gate the data transmitted by a subset of sensors using an
aggregator unit (AU) belore dispatching 1t to the final
destination. This aggregation can be repeated at a number of
levels by separate aggregator units. At each level, the data
generated by the aggregators at the previous level are
re-aggregated. This approach reduces the total volume of
data transmitted by all sensors, resulting 1n faster commu-
nication between the sensors and the final system. Since the
transmitted data 1s encoded by each aggregator, the overall
level of security 1s enhanced.

Embodiments of the present disclosure allow sensors to
transmit theirr data synchronously or asynchronously
depending on the requirements of the sensor networks.

Using CDMA, a sensor 1s able to send data, and receive
control instructions, 1n a single duty cycle, by using different
spreading codes for uplink and downlink. This means that
the sensors do not need to wait until the next duty cycle to
receive or transmit data. This results 1n faster communica-
tion between the sensors and the data processing and man-
agement systems. However, the requirement for different
spreading codes for uplink and downlink reduces the num-
ber of different sensors that can be used. An alternative 1s to
use the same code alternately for uplink and downlink (time
division duplex), but this reduces the amount of data each
sensor can transmit or receive. It 1s also diflicult to allocate
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time to the uplink and downlink efliciently, as uplink and
downlink may require different volumes of data (and thus
time for transmission) and unless one link operates only 1n
response to a command from the other the time at which a

transmission 1s required on one or other of the links 1s
difficult to predict.

In an IoT sensor network, the data to be transmitted by
cach sensor can be encoded using a CDMA spreading
sequence assigned to that sensor. The encoded data can then
be transmitted to the local gateway (directly as shown in
FIG. 1, or indirectly through other sensors as 1llustrated 1n
FIG. 2).

To achieve maximum efliciency, the sensors can be syn-
chronized. In this case, the transmission of their encoded
data starts at the same time and the receiver at the gateway
will detect an input which 1s the aggregate of the encoded
data from the individual sensors. The gateway can transmit
the aggregated code to the receiving system at pre-defined
time mtervals (e.g. every m minutes). This aggregation can
increase the security of the data because 1t 1s now more
dificult to distinguish between the data from different sen-
sors without having their keys.

The ability to transmit the data from several sensors
simultaneously, rather than sequentially, can speed up com-
munication between the sensors and the control system by a
factor proportional to the number of sensors, assuming the
sensors are sending the same amount of data and have
identical transmission capability. The amount of bandwidth
saving that can be achieved by using CDMA 1s substantial.
Considering a network of 625 sensors all sending their data
to the same data collection system, the number of bits sent
using CDMA technology would be Y2000 of the non-CDMA
situation resulting 1n faster transier by a factor of 2000.

However, 1t 1s also possible to operate an unsynchronized
CDMA system, using more complex codes. In contrast, 1n
unsynchronized non-CDMA systems with random transmis-
sion times, collisions result in one of the data transmissions,
and often both of them, being unintelligible.

By using CDMA 1t 1s also possible to achieve a more
secure communication network between the sensors and the
data management system. Taking as an example a configu-
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ration using synchronized sensors and synchronized trans-
mission, 1n which each sensor encodes its data using a
specific key (spreading sequence) allocated to 1t and all the
data from various sensors are aggregated (but not interfered)
at the beginning of each clock pulse. For example, 1 we 5
have a 9 bit CDMA code sequence, then each transmitted
data bit (0 or 1) will be spread into 9 bits (chip bits). In a
synchronized system, data bits are transmitted at the begin-
ning of each clock pulse. This means 1n each clock pulse,
nine chip bits are transmitted from each sensor transmitting 10
a data bit in that pulse. So, for example three sensors may be
transmitting 1n the first clock pulse, and eight sensors may
be transmitting in the second pulse (which may include
some or all of the first three). The start of transmission
should be exactly at the beginning of the clock pulse, so chip 15
bits and data bits are aligned.

The data collection centre has a copy of the key allocated
to each sensor, and will theretore be able to decode the data
transmitted by each sensor and i1dentity which sensor trans-
mitted i1t. Any eavesdropping systems may intercept the data 20
from each sensor but they will not be able to decode 1t
because they do not have the relevant key. Even 1f an
cavesdropper were to happen to select a key that decodes
some of the data, the data i1s of limited use without knowl-
edge of the identity of the sensor to which that key 1s 25
allocated.

For instance, we can reconsider a case where the data
from sensors S1 and S1 are aggregated:

——————————————————————————————— 3 ()
Transmuitted bits by S1 1 -1 -1 1 -1 -1 -1 -1 1
when data = 1

Transmuitted bits by S2 1 -1 -1 -1 -1 1 -1 -1 1
when data = 1

Aggregated signal 1f 2 -2 =2 0 -2 0 -2 =2 2

S1 and S2 simultaneously 35

transmit data bit 1

Without having the relevant keys 1t would be more
difficult to extract the data sent by each sensor from the
aggregated code. Also 1f any noise occurs, and as a result one 40
chip bit 1s (or only a few chip bits are) altered, the data 1s still
recoverable.

In embodiments of the disclosure, eflicient duplex com-
munication can be achieved within the limited duty cycle of
IoT networks. Sensors, like many other devices, tend to 45
operate mtermittently, that 1s, they are normally active only
for a small fraction of the time and then become inactive to
save energy. The active-inactive cycle 1s repeated continu-
ously. Normally, the radio component of a sensor 1s capable
of both sending and receiving data at the same time (1.e. 50
transceiving), and by extension, in the same duty cycle.
Under normal circumstances, 1f a sensor needs to send data
to a TS and at the same time that TS intends to send
mstructions to the sensor, then the sensor sends 1ts data in
one duty cycle and recerves the instructions in the next one. 55
It would be faster and more eflicient 1n terms of both power
usage and response times 1f both actions can be performed
in the same duty cycle. This can be achieved by using the
same code to encode both the data to be sent by the sensor
and also the instructions to be received by 1t, without the risk 60
of interference between them should they occur 1n the same
duty cycle.

The transmission of data by the sensor and 1nstruction by
the TS can be synchronized with a pre-set internal clock
aligned with other sensors, by using two distinct encoding 65
keys (spreading sequences). One key 1s used by the sensor
to encode its data before 1t 1s sent to the TS. The other key
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1s used by the TS to encode 1ts data/instruction before 1t 1s
sent to the sensor. The key allocated to each sensor for
encoding 1ts outgoing data should be distinct from any key
allocated to any other sensor, and likewise TS uses a
different key for transmissions intended for each sensor. The
sensor knows the key used by the TS for encoding data
intended for that sensor, and the TS knows the key used by
cach sensor for encoding the data that sensor transmits. Note
that the data sent to and from a sensor 1n the same duty-cycle
may interact additively with each other at the receiver and be
aggregated. However, as the sensor knows the key used by
the TS to encode the data sent to 1t, so the sensor 1s able to
extract the data destined for it from the aggregated signal.
The same applies to data received at the TS from the sensors.

Based on the nature of CDMA, this technology can
support both synchronous and asynchronous communica-
tions; however, diflerent code sets, apparatuses and proto-
cols may apply 1n each case. According to the nature of
dumb sensors and basic end nodes of IoT entities, a simpli-
fied version of CDMA can be applied on the IoT network
infrastructures, i the lower levels. A synchronous system
can be achieved by synchronizing the end node entities
(ENE) 1n an IoT network using various techniques, such as
GPS timing from GPS units attached to each ENE, pre-set
timing and clocking circuits or, 1n the case of ENEs con-
nected to the Internet, an internet clock.

An asynchronous system can be provided by using codes
with longer length and less code weight (number of ones),
and by using forward error correction techniques (FEC), and
interference cancellation units.

If multiple sensors transmit their data wirelessly without
synchronization (1.e. there 1s overlap between the time
windows during which they transmit their data) then there 1s
the possibility of collision between their transmitted data
before 1t reaches the gateway. This could result in data
corruption. This collision problem can be avoided 1if the
sensors are synchronized and each 1s allocated a separate
time slot for data transmission, or it can be avoided by using
an asynchronous CDMA system in which the decoding
systems attempt decoding incoming signals at multiple
starting points until a match 1s found. As depicted 1n FIG. 3,
cach sensor 21, 22, 23 (or 201, 202, 203, using the archi-
tecture of FIG. 2) 1s allocated a respective time slot 121, 122,
123, and transmuits 1ts data to the gateway 1 (or the next hop)
during 1ts allocated time slot. The gateway, on recerving the
data, transmits 1t to the data processing system 3. However,
this approach suflers from a number of problems.

Firstly, in the absence of a scheme for aggregating the
sensors’ data by the gateway, the gateway will transmit each
sensor’s data in full before transmitting the data from the
next sensor, as shown in FIG. 3. This means that the total
time required for transmitting data from all sensors will be
linearly proportional to the number of sensors.

Secondly, the volume of data (bandwidth required) to be
transmitted from a gateway 1s equal to the sum of the volume
of data transmitted by each sensor: For example, 11 all
sensors transmitted the same amount of data d, the amount
of data transmitted by n sensors will be n*d. This results 1n
an upper limit on the number of sensors: if one considers a
network of n sensors, in which each one transmits 1ts data
cyclically mn its own time slot, the first sensor, having
transmitted a set of data, cannot resume transmission until
the last sensor has finished transmission of 1ts data. One such
cycle 41 of data transmission 1s illustrated 1n FI1G. 3. FI1G. 4
illustrates a sequence of such cycles 41, 42 . . . 49, each
repeating the same pattern. In practice an inter-cycle gap 199
may be present 1 the number of sensors 1s less than the
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maximum capacity of the system, but this inter-cycle gap
will get shortened as the number of sensors increases,
reducing to zero at a point at which no more sensors can be
added.

Thirdly, 1t 1s necessary to synchronize the sensors’ trans-
missions. The sensors can be synchronized by being pro-
vided with timing signals using a central clock, which can
reside, for example, in the gateway 1, with its timing signals
transmitted to the sensors 20, 200, etc. Such a clock pulse
generator or “drum clock™ 1s depicted 1in FIGS. 1 and 2.

However, this requires greater power usage by the sen-
sors, because they would have to receive and process timing
signals. The sensors’ operations would also become more
complex because of the need to recerve and process timing
signals. Alternatively, each sensor could be equipped with 1ts
own clock, which 1s periodically synchronized by a master
clock which may reside, for example, 1n the gateway. This
does not reduce the complexity of the sensor, but may reduce
the power requirements. However, synchronization will, in
general, be less accurate between synchronization events,
requiring longer bufler or guard periods.

Fourthly, the data transmitted wirelessly by the sensors or
the gateways can be intercepted by a third party, compro-
mising 1ts security and integrity unless it 1s encrypted or
encoded 1n some way.

The message from/to each sensor needs to carry at least
two types ol information: namely the identification of the
sensor, and the data captured by the sensor for transmission,
or the data that 1s being sent to the sensor for its control/
management. In the embodiments of the disclosure a sepa-
rate sensor 1D 1s not needed, as the spreading code 1s unique
to the sensor to which 1t relates. This reduces the message
size and increase the security, as each sensor can only
comprehend the code/language allocated to it, so there
would 1s no need for a separate code i1dentiiying the target
sensor 1 a message because only one sensor understands the
message. Even 1f an eavesdropper were to apply a spreading,
code to the message and decode 1t, without knowledge of the
sensor or actuator to which the message relates the infor-
mation would be of little value.

FIG. § 1s a representation of a sensor node configured to
operate according to an embodiment of the disclosure. For
the sake of illustration, the node will be described as
operating as node 202 1n the network illustrated 1n FIG. 2,
but 1t will be understood that all nodes in the network of FIG.
1 or FI1G. 2 would operate 1n substantially the same way. The
sensor node comprises a sensor 30 which detects properties
in the environment of the node 202 and collects data 1n a data
collection function 51. The data may be transmitted to a data
processing system 3 by way of the gateway 1 (and any
intermediate nodes 203) in real time, or 1t may be stored for
transmission in response to a command received from the
data management system 4 by way of the gateway 1 and any
intermediate nodes 203 through which the data 1s relayed.
When the data 1s to be transmitted, 1t 1s encoded by an
encoding function 52 using a CDMA code stored 1n the node
(store 53) and the encoded data 1s passed to an output 54 for
transmission to the gateway 1 by way of a network interface
55, which may use any suitable transmission system, for
example radio, or an optical network.

Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) 1s used for
two-way communication between each sensor (or actuator)
20,21 ...200,201,...e¢tc., and the systems 3, 4 responsible
tor the processing of the data collected by the sensors, and
for the management of the sensors and actuators themselves.
Each sensor in the network 1s provided with a capability to
transmit its data using CDMA technology, and embodiments
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ol the mnvention can operate without the need for each sensor
to have 1ts own network address. Using CDMA, each sensor
can also communicate with other sensors in its vicinity or
with a local gateway responsible for collecting the sensor
messages, synchronizing and combining them and forward-
ing the resulting combined messages to the data processing
Or management systems.

Each sensor 1s allocated a unique key 33, allocated to that
sensor, which 1t uses to encode all the messages it sends to
the data processing system 3.

The messages sent by the sensors can be combined into a
bulk message, and only the destination (data processing/
management) system 3, 4, which has a copy of each sensor’s
key, 1s able to extract each sensor’s message from the
combined message. This provides a high degree of security
for the data transmitted by the sensors. Likewise, only the
data processing/management) system 3, 4 has access to the
keys used for transmission of instructions to the sensors,
preventing their misuse by rogue mputs from unauthorized
users.

Commands transmitted to the node 202, either to down-
load previously-stored data (31), to control a sensor 50 to
take a reading, or to operate machinery associated with the
node, are received from the gateway 1 over the network
interface 535 (again via one or more intermediate nodes 1 no
direct connection 1s available) for delivery to an input 56. It
should be noted that, as a CDMA signal, the input 1s a
combined signal of all inputs and outputs carried on the
system. An iput code (stored at 537) 1s used by an extraction
unit 58 to extract the command data from the mput signal
that 1s to be used by the node 23. This data 1s used by a
command processor 59 to control the sensor/actuator 30 and,
if required, to cause the data collection unit 51 to deliver
stored data to the output 54.

As will be discussed, the IoT management and data
processing systems 3, 4 maintain a store of the relevant keys
53, 57, by which they can encode and decode messages to
and from each sensor, as will be discussed.

If the node 202 1s 1n use as a relay, the receiver 56 at the
network interface 55 receives two or more CDMA signals
from upstream and downstream nodes (201, 203). Each of
these signals will consist of a combined set of data and/or
commands, each encoded with its own umque codes. Those
received from upstream will be a combination of any data
generated by the upstream nodes (200, 201 1n this example)
whilst data received from downstream will be all commands
intended for any of the nodes in the network, whether
upstream or downstream, as well as any data generated
downstream through the gateway 1 or at any intermediate
node 203). This 1s because the interface has a single trans-
mitter and receiver, and does not need to distinguish between
upstream and downstream transmissions. The upstream and
downstream 1nputs are both 1s fed to the output 54 as well
as to the extraction unit 38. At the output unit 54 the encoded
data from the encoder 52 i1s combined with the signal
received at the mput 56 for onward transmission to the
neighboring nodes 201, 203 and thus to the rest of the
network, e.g., 200 and the gateway 1. It will be understoo
that each node 1, 200, 201, 202, 203 receives all the data
intended for, and transmitted by all the other nodes, whether
notionally upstream or downstream, but commands gener-
ated by the management system 4 can only be acted on the
node having the corresponding input code, and only the data
processing system 3 can act on the data generated by the
nodes. Thus the sensors/actuators are co-operating in a full
duplex operation.
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In embodiments of the present disclosure, one code
sequence CO from the code set 1s allocated to be used as a
“broadcast command code”. Fach ftransceiver i1s pro-
grammed to decode this sequence as well as any sequence
allocated specifically to that transceiver.

It would be possible to allocate more than one code
sequence for use as broadcast codes, for example for subsets
of the full set of transceivers.

The code sequence can be used for a number of purposes,
some of which are exemplified 1n FIGS. 8, 9 and 10.

FIG. 8 depicts a process for broadcasting a command to
all or a subset of the transceivers.

FIG. 9 depicts a process for sending a synchronization
pulse (clock drum bit) to all/subset of transceivers.

FIG. 10 depicts a process for broadcasting a firmware
update to all/a subset of transceivers, and a process for
performing a “Code Reallocation™ to all or a subset of
transceivers.

In this embodiment, the transceivers are (factory) pre-set
with a code CO for decoding broadcast commands. The
control centre has a one-to-many broadcast capability, and
all the receivers can receive and understand the (same)
message, decoding 1t using code CO.

FIG. 6 illustrates the high level logical architecture of
such a design. Features common with the simpler embodi-
ment of FIG. § carry the same reference numerals. The
additional elements are a command code store 757, a com-
mand extraction unit 758, and a device management unit
759. The command extraction unit decodes inputs received
at the network interface 55, 56 using the co command code
stored 1n the CMD code store 758, and forwards the com-
mands to control the device management system 759. The
device management system 1s configured to change settings
of various other components 500, 51, 52, 53, 57, 757, 58,
758, 59, of the transceiver, 1n particular to synchronize the
clock 500, to select input and output codes to be stored in the
stores 37, 58, 757, 758 (including changes to the command
code itsell) and to modily duty cycles to be operated by the
extraction and encoding processors 52, 58, 758. The com-
mand extraction umt 758 monitors the mput 56 for a
command sent via CO, and feeds the results into the device
management unmit 7359. This device management unit 1s
responsible for channel allocation, switching between input-
only, output only, duplex, and i1dle modes, and firmware
upgrades, and also controls the internal clock.

FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 show sequence diagrams for these
various processes.

These figures depict a three-level architecture comprising
the “IoT Cloud 4 “Gateway” 1 and “Transceivers™ (21-29).

Referring first to FIG. 8, 522 1s an activity which has a
start-time, an end-time and length in the IoT Cloud level 3,
4, and 525 1s an activity at the level of the gateway 1.
Interactions between these activities are depicted generally
at 523.

Generally each transceiver 21, 22, 23, . . . 29 transmits
data to the gateway 1 using its respective code C1, C2,
C3 ... (9, and the gateway 1 forwards this data to the data
processing system 3. As shown 1nitially these transmissions
are not synchronized.

The interaction 523 starts from the start-time of activity
525 and 1s completed at the end time of the activity 525. This

interaction causes the generation of activity 522 1n the IoT

Cloud level (4). All the interactions (e.g. 523, 524, ctc,)
between any two activities (e.g. 325 and 522) occur in
parallel and start at the start-time of source activity (325) and
are completed at the end time of the destination activity

(522).
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As shown 1n FIGS. 9 and 10, a command 524, 526, 527
may be transmitted from the IoT management system 4
using code CO, which 1s recerved and decoded by all the
transceivers 21-29. This command may be used as a syn-
chronization signal 524 in order to synchronize the trans-
missions of the transceirvers 21-29. As can be seen, in
response to the synchronization signal 524, each transceiver
21-28 1s able to synchronize 1ts activity cycles 512, 513, 514
with the drum signal 511 It will be noted that not all
transmitters need to transmit on each cycle. The recervers all
are synchronized to decode using the same synchronization
for their spreading code, but not all of them will detect a
message on each cycle.

It will also be noted that different code sets C1-C4, C5-C8
are used for the uplink and downlink. As will be discussed
below, these allocations may be changed using another
command signal.

The command code may be used to instruct the various
transceivers 21-28 to operate on specified codes, and to
change those allocations as circumstances require. In par-
ticular, individual transceivers may be instructed to operate
in time division duplex mode (using the same code for
uplink and downlink) or uplink only mode, or downlink only
mode, mstead of i full duplex mode (that 1s, with separate
codes used for uplink and downlink), thereby releasing a
code for allocation to another transceiver.

A simplified illustrative example will now be discussed.
In this simplified example, a prime code family 1s used with

p=3 and cardinality (N) of 9 code sequences (1.e. CO-C8) 1n
a code set. In a full-duplex application, only four transceiv-
ers (I'R) can be accommodated, each having two codes, one
for transmit and another for receive. (The ninth code, CO, 1s
the command code). For example, 1n the transceiver 21, C1
1s allocated for transmit (1X) and C8 for recerve (RX), and
likewi1se for the other transceivers, for transceiver 2% code
Ck 1s allocated for transmit and code C(9-k) for receive.

1TRs TX RX
TR 21 Cl C8
TR 22 C2 C7
TR 23 C3 Co
TR 24 C4 C5

A similar number of devices 25-28 can be defined as
“shadow” devices. These can be allocated the same chan-
nels, but with their transmission and receive code allocations
reversed:

1Rs TX RX
TR 25 C5 C4
TR 26 Co C3
TR 27 C7 C2
TR 28 C¥ Cl

Each shadow device shadows an original device and uses
the same codes for TX and RX as the original device but in
reverse order:

Original TRs Shadow TRs

TR 21 (CI, C8)
TR 22 (C2, C7)

TR 28 (C8, CI)
TR 27 (C7, C2)
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-continued

Original TRs Shadow TRs

TR 23 (C3, C6)
TR 24 (C4, C5)

TR 26 (C6, C3)
TR 25 (C5, C4)

A command can then be defined to configure the eight
transceivers to any one of a number of compatible con-
figurations, as required to meet the demands being placed on
the system. One example, using two binary digits to control
all eight transceivers, 1s 1llustrated in the table below. Fach

ol these states use each code for only one purpose, but the
system can be configured such that all transceivers can
operate 1n receive mode, or all of them 1n transmit mode, or
half of them 1n full duplex mode.

Binary Shadow
Command TR 21-24 TR 25-28
00 RX Only RX Only
01 Inactive Full-Duplex
10 Full-Duplex Inactive
11 TX Only TX Only

Any of the four commands (00, 01, 10, 11) can be sent
over channel CO to all transceivers, and acted on by them.
For instance, by sending 00 to them all eight transceivers
will operate in RX mode. If the code 01 1s sent to them, then
the original transceivers will become inactive and the
shadow ones will operate 1n full-duplex mode. Code 10 has
the reverse eil

ect. Finally, code 11 will put all transceivers
into transmit mode.

More complex instructions are of course possible. The
trigger for a change of mode may come from the IoT
management system 4, or may be 1n response to a request
from transceiver for permission to operate i a particular
mode (e.g. full-duplex). Upon receiving this request, the
gateway 1 decides to allow the transceiver to operate in the
requested mode immediately or at some point of time in
future, and generates a set ol commands for broadcast to a
subset of transceivers to make them operate n a new
fashion. For example, adding the requested transceiver to a
tull-duplex group of transceivers.

The allocation of codes to Transcervers and Shadows, the
number and meaning of the commands and the number of
device groups (in this case TWO; the TR group and the
Shadows group) can vary and be different from this
example. For example, it 1s possible to have four groups of
devices, and a set of commands to achieve the following:

Transceivers 1 group 1: always operate in full-duplex
mode

Transceivers 1 group 2: always operate in transmit mode

Transcetrvers 1n groups 3 and 4 act as original and shadow
transceivers and will be 1n one of the two modes: full-duplex
Or 1nactive.

FIG. 8, illustrates a case where all the devices have a
mono dialogue (1.e. all TX) to the gateway (1.e. CMD=11
from table above), and they operate asynchronously. Code
CO can be safely used to send a new mode (1.e. CMD=10)
to the device (524), while at the same time some or all of
these devices are transmitting.

FIG. 9 illustrates a case in which all the devices get a
clock command 524 sent from gateway using CO, and start
an 1nternal clock (pulse train). From this point onwards, they
can send/receive their messages aligned with others, (syn-
chronous CDMA). In this example an actuation signal 526
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1s then transmitted causing the primary transceivers 21-24 to
operate 1n full-duplex mode, using all eight codes C1 to C8
while the Shadow transceivers 25-28 are inactive. A further
actuation code may then be used to change these code
allocations,

FIG. 10 1illustrates a firmware update 503 and a code
reallocation 504, respectively, both using the command
channel CO.

Also shown 1 FIG. 5 1s a synchronizing system 500,
shown 1n more detail in FIG. 7. As shown 1n FIG. 7 a pulse
train of a clock drum 1s broadcast either by a wireless
antenna or, 1n one embodiment, 1n a general control trans-
mission using one of the CDMA sequences. The clock signal
1s detected 1n the synchronizing system 500 by a receiver 80,
and used to control the encoding and decoding processors
52, 58. The synchronization can be improved further, by
determining the distance of each transceiver from the broad-
casting antenna, using techniques such as measuring the
received signal power, using a signal strength monitor 81,
and comparing 1t with a reference value either stored locally
(82) or encoded 1n the broadcast clock signal 400 to control
an oilset calculation 83.

This clocking system reduces symbol collisions, and
interference, and allows more throughput as less complex
code sets are required. This 1n turn allows a greater number
of simultaneous active transceivers, less bit error rate (BER)
and hence less need for complicated forward error correction
units (FEC), easier detection at receivers and hence simpler
and faster receivers.

An asynchronous system can be used i1 perfect orthogonal
codes, with zero correlation (1.e. similarity) are used. The
receiver puts a window of code length (L) on the recerved
sequence and repeats this for each recerved bit, following
with (L-1) previous bits, and correlates the code signature
with this window to find the similarity, and recover the data.
This requires more processing than a synchronous system,
as each window has to be assessed to determine whether the
signal carries a message. However, once the correct window
has been 1dentified the sensor or receiver can lock on to that
window, at least for the duration of that message.

FIG. 11 1s a representation of a data processing system 3
and a management system 4 configured to operate according
to one level of a hierarchy 1n an embodiment of the disclo-
sure. Data received and processed by the data processing
system 3 1s used to control the management system 4. The
data processing system may also send instructions to the
management system to cause individual sensors to collect
data.

As depicted 1n FIG. 11, both the data processing system
3 and the management system 4 are connected to the sensors
through the same gateway 1, but more complex network
structures are possible, with multiple gateways, provided
that all messages can be transmitted to all destinations.

The data processing system has respective interfaces 301,
302, 303 ctc serving each sensor node 201, 202, 203. An
input stream 63 from the gateway 1 carrying all the encoded
data collected from the sensors 200, 201, . .. 210, . etc.,
1s processed by a bank of extraction decoders 158 258
358 . . ., each using a respective mput code 157, 257, 357
corresponding to the output codes 53 used by the respective
encoders 32 1n each node. It should be noted that the data
stream 63 1s not modified by the extraction decoders 138,
258, 358, . . ., as each decoder extracts the data required
from the same stream. Although depicted as taking place 1n
series, the extraction may take place from parallel feeds. The
extracted data 1s fed by each decoder to its respective

interface 301, 302, 303 . . ..
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The data processing system also has respective interfaces
401, 402, 403 etc serving each sensor node 201, 202, 203.
These all supply command data to the gateway 1 through a
combined command stream 64, carrying all the encoded data
destined for the sensors 200, 201, . .. 210, . . ., etc. The
command data from the interfaces 401, 402, 403, 1s pro-
cessed by a bank of encoders 152, 252, 352 . . ., each using
a respective output code 157, 257, 357 corresponding to the
input codes 57 used by the respective extraction decoders 58

in each node 201, 202, 203. It should be noted that each
encoder 152, 252, 352 modifies the data stream 64 by adding
its own encoded data. Although depicted as taking place 1n
series, the encoding may take place on several branches,
combined before delivery to the gateway 1.

The system described above has a number of practical
applications and refinements.

Alarge Io'T network 1s usually organized as a hierarchy or

relays. An embodiment of the disclosure using such a
hierarchy 1s depicted 1in FIGS. 12, 13, 14 and 15. FIG. 12

depicts a three level hierarchy with nodes 810, 811 812 . . .
at the lowest level, nodes 711, 712, 721 at an intermediate
level and two nodes 71, 72 at the third level. As shown 1n
FIG. 12, 1t can be convenient to have all equivalent devices
at the same hierarchical level even if 1 there 1s only one
sensor 1 some of the branches, as depicted for the branch
722, 822.

Different elements 1n the network may pertorm different
tasks (data generation, data processing) or use different
communication technology (e.g. frequency, modulation,
protocol).

The signal from some sensors may not be visible to a base
station of the telecommunications system, and hence has to
be relayed/aggregated by other network elements (e.g. gate-
ways/aggregators) to reach the base station. Several inter-
vening relay stations may be required to reach the TS.

Certain tasks may need to be divided into sub-tasks to be
undertaken by different types of elements at the various
levels of hierarchy within the IoT network. For example,
image recognition may be undertaken by two types of
clements: a number of cameras may be responsible for
capturing 1mages and transmitting them to one/more pro-
cessing stations which will analyze the raw 1images and only
send the result (e.g. detection of a person, etc,) to the TS.

The CDMA system may be used in a hierarchically
organized IoT network by arranging that at each level of the
hierarchy, the signal from each node (sensor/aggregator) 1s
only visible to one aggregator node at the next level up. This
means that there 1s only one route from each sensor to the
final TS through the hierarchy. At the lowest level of the
hierarchy, the sensor nodes encode their data using CDMA
codes assigned to them and transmit them to higher level
aggregator/processor nodes.

At each level of the hierarchy, an aggregator node (for
example node 711) receives data from nodes 810, 811 visible
to 1t. The recetved data 1s aggregated and then encoded again
using the CDMA code allocated to the aggregator 1tself. This
means that the same bit of mformation will be encoded
multiple times by aggregators (811, 711, 71) at different
levels as 1t moves towards the management system 4.

At each level of the hierarchy, the nodes that share a
common visible parent (e.g. nodes 810, 811 share parent
node 711) share a code set and each node 1s assigned a
separate code from this code set.

These constraints allow each code set to be reused by
groups of nodes which have different parent nodes. For
example, one code set can be used by nodes 810 and 811 1n
subnet 711. The same code set can also be used by nodes
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812, 813, and 814 having parent node 712, by nodes 820 and
821 having parent node 721, and by node 822 having parent
node 722. This re-use also applies to the aggregators at other
levels of the hierarchy, so that nodes 711 and 712 (having
parent node 71) can use the same codes as nodes 721, 722
(having parent node 72). Moreover, it 1s possible to use the
same codes at each level of the hierarchy, provided that each
node 1s reached by a different combination of codes.

FIGS. 12, 13, 14 and 15 illustrate a hierarchical network

in which data transmitted by a subset of sensors through a
gateway 810 (AU) 1s aggregated with data from one or more
further gateways 811, 812, etc at an aggregator unit 71
betore dispatching it to the final destination. As depicted in
FIG. 12, this aggregation can be repeated at a number of
levels by further aggregator units, e.g., 71, 72. At each level,
the data generated by the aggregators at the previous level
are re-aggregated. This approach reduces the total volume of
data transmitted by the system as a whole, resulting in faster
communication between the sensors and the final system.
Since the transmitted data 1s re-encoded by each aggregator,
the overall level of security 1s enhanced.

As shown 1 FIG. 13, at the management system 4, the
data from each interface 401, 402, 411, 412 etc 1s encoded
one level at a time. Each stream 1s first encoded according
to the layer 1 mput code 153, 233 appropniate to the target
node 810, 811, etc. (FIG. 12), the resulting streams can then
be combined 1n turn at a second layer aggregator 452 using
an mput code 153 associated with the first aggregator 711 on
the route (that 1s, the one closest to the target node). It wall
be noted that the same codes 153, 253 can be used at each
level, and on different branches at the same level. This
reduces the number of codes required at each level, allowing,
a more robust coding with less chance of mis-correlation,
and therefore greater reliability.

As shown 1n FIG. 14, extraction can also take place 1n
stages, with layer 2 output codes 157, 257 used for extrac-
tion of the lower level data streams (extraction units 458,
538), and layer 1 output codes 157, 257 then being used to
extract data at the lower level (extraction units 159, 259) to
provide the data to the respective interface units 301, 302,
311, 312.

It will be seen from FIGS. 13 and 14 that the same codes
153, 253, 157, 257 can be re-used in each branch of the
hierarchy, the individual sensors and actuators being difler-
entiated by the branch 1n which they are arranged and thus
the higher level mput and extraction codes 153,253; 157,
257. Interference between levels 1s avoided because at each
level the several signals to/from lower levels are convolved
together and can only be correctly decoded by the recervers
at the appropriate level.

In an alternative arrangement shown in FIG. 15, each
interface unit 301, 302, 311, 312 in the data processing
system 3 can receive the complete combined data stream 63
and have a dedicated set of extraction processors. For
example, the interface unit 302 uses a layer 2 extraction unit
458 and a layer 1 extraction unit 258, using codes 157 and
257 respectively, whilst the mterface unit 312 uses a layer 2
extraction unit 539 and a layer 1 extraction unit 259, using
code 257, respectively. Note that although each code 157,
257 1s used by more than one interface, each interface 301,
302, 311, 312 uses a unique combination of codes. Note also
that because each layer converts each bit to or from a signal
of multiple bits, the use of a first code 1n a first layer and a
second code 1n a second layer cannot be read by a device 1n
which decoding uses the second code in the first layer and
the first code in the second layer.
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Such a hierarchical system may be used to control a set of
sensors and actuators individually or in various subsets of
the whole. The sensors 1 a geographical area (such as
one/more streets/cities/regions, etc.) can be controlled by a
single management/control system (1S). This system may
be required to undertake actions such as switching on/ofl all
or a subset of the sensors, download new version of software
to all or a subset of them, etc. Ideally, the management/
control system should be able to simultaneously send the
data/instructions to the target sensors.

For example, FIG. 16 depicts a system set up to control
street lighting 1n a highway network 9. Fach individual street
lamp installation 90, 95 . . . has a wireless transducer with
which i1t can communicate, by way of a wireless network 93
and the mternet 94, with an application platform 99.

Each installation has a lamp 98 or other element such as
a variable sign, and associated actuation apparatus to switch
1t on and ofl, and also has a sensor 1nstallation 97. The sensor
installation 97 may include an ambient light sensor, which
may be used to control the street lamp 98 directly. The
sensor installation may also include sensors for other con-
ditions not directly related to street illumination, such as
temperature, tratlic levels, pollution, etc.

The management/control system can achieve this by first
encoding (using CDMA scheme) the individual messages
destined for a set of sensors, located 1n a specific geographi-
cal area, using those sensors’ individual keys. Next, the
encoded messages are divided into a number of groups and
the messages 1n each group are aggregated 1nto one message.
The resulting aggregated message 1s then broadcast. Subse-
quently, each sensor receiving the aggregated message can
use 1ts own key to extract any data/instruction that has been
sent to 1t.

This approach allows the total number of messages sent
by the management/control system to be reduced thorough
aggregation. An aggregated message can include the mes-
sages destined for multiple sensors. This means the trans-
mission ol data/instructions to the target sensors can be
achieved faster using less bandwidth. By sending a single
message to multiple sensors 1t 1s possible to achieve the
desired eflect (e.g. switch them on/oil) simultaneously. The
sensors can also be targeted selectively—tor example it 1s
possible to change the status of only a subset of sensors in
a geographical area.

If there 1s no hierarchy, 1.e. all lamps are 1n the same level,
assuming we have 49 lamps, one message of length 49 bits
would be broadcasted to all lamps. However, with a hierar-
chical architecture, one message of length 49 bits can be sent
to, for example, seven street level aggregators (1.e. level 1 of
hierarchy). The aggregator then decodes the street level data
and sends a message of length 7 bits to each of the individual
lamps 1n each street. In this case, the length of the message
sent to lamp nodes 1s much shorter than the no-hierarchy
case. This saves battery and processing power. Also, 1n the
hierarchical case code-reuse would be possible and shorter,
simpler code families can be used.

Thus, all the N messages to N nodes can be combined into
one message with the same length of a single message to
cach node, and broadcast. These mixed messages are recov-
crable, based on the orthogonality of the codes used to
encoding the messages.

As an example of the use of the hierarchical systems of
FIGS. 11 to 16, the installations 90, 95, etc., may be grouped
so that all the installations in one street have the same level
2 code but different level 1 codes. This simplifies the control
of a system as 1t allows each light to be controlled individu-
ally or, by selecting all level 1 codes but only one level 2
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code, to make all the lights 1n one street to be turned on and
in another to be turned oil using the same message. Alter-
natively, i1f required, by selecting all level 2 codes but only
one level one code, each street can be lit by a single light,
thereby reducing energy consumption and light pollution,
for example at times when there are few pedestrians present.
By code sharing 1n this way, less bandwidth 1s required to
transmit the data necessary than would be the case if each
installation had to be sent a unique message.

In a network, with for example one base station serving
seven streets, and each street having one aggregator serving,
seven lights, there are a total of seven aggregators and 49
lights, the required 49 messages, each with length of let us
say L=49 bits, can be merged together in a single message
of length [L.=49.This message 1s broadcast to all seven
aggregators (level 1 1n hierarchy), where the messages are
decoded using seven different and unique codes within the
aggregators. This decoded message 1s passed to each and all
lights 1n each and all streets (level 2 1n hierarchy). In a
similar approach, again, lights decode these level 1-de-
coded-messages with theirr own codes and recover the data.
In this example, seven codes are required for 49 lights. The
same seven codes can be used for the seven aggregators. So,
7 aggregators, and all 7 lights 1n each street use cl1-c7. It
means that light 1 1n all the streets, and aggregator 1 (street
1) use the same code c1, but as 1t 1s shared across different
branches of the hierarchy levels, they would not interfere.

It has been mentioned that the code sequences can be
reused at each level (FIG. §), to transmit the data to and from
the data hub. Hence, theoretically each code can be re-used
both “horizontally” within a given level (on different
branches) and “vertically” (at different levels) in the pro-
posed hierarchy design. For example, code ¢, can be re-used
for the sensors on the first lamp posts on each street 1,
2,...,6,7 (1.e. honizontal reuse at level 1) and also for
aggregators 1n levels 2, 3 and above (1.e. vertical reuse).

In practice this may not be 100% achievable, particularly
when commumnication 1s by wireless transmission rather than
a closed system such as wire or fiber, because of the
locations of sensors (Level 1) and aggregators (Level 2).
FIG. 17 illustrates an example of a collision in such a
configuration. In FIG. 17, a first aggregator 91 1s depicted
serving a set of actuators (street lights) 911,912, .. . 915, and
a second aggregator 92 serves a second set of actuators
(street lights) 921, 922, 923, 924,

As described above, 1t 1s possible for both sets of actuators
to use the same set of codes at the second level, as they are
associated with different aggregators. In this example both
device 911 and 921 are allocated the same code c,, and
report to their respective street’s aggregators 91, 92. How-
ever, 11 a device 911 working to the first aggregator 91 1s also
in the range of the second aggregator 92, it will interfere
with a device 921 working to that second aggregator 92
using the same second level CDMA spreading code. Fur-
thermore, 1n the case of “vertical” reuse (re-use of codes at
different levels i the hierarchy) there may also be interfer-
ence between levels. This can be resolved by allocating
different sets of codes to neighboring aggregators.

Let us say we have a prime code set of C={c,, c.,
Csy - - . » C40t, Where prime number p=7 and the cardinality
(i.e. the number of codes) is p°.

For given code set, let us define seven code groups, each
having seven members, as follows:

A={c,, Co, . .., Co}
B={Cq, Coy . . ., Cya}
C:{C15: Cigs -+ « > CZl}
D:{szz: Cozs -« - Cza}
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E:{CZQ: CSD: oo CSS}
F:{CSGEJ Cizs -« o C42}
G:{C42: C43: LI C49}

The number of members 1n each code group in this
example 1s equal to the number of groups, but this 1s not
necessarily the case. For example if p=11 there are p°=121
available codes, allowing 17 for each of the seven groups
(7x17=119), with two spare codes for management or broad-
cast purposes.

FIG. 18 below shows how these groups of codes may be
distributed in such a way that their codes do not interfere
with each other. The geographical areca would be divided
into various zones depicted in bold outline, such as Zones
888, 889, and each zone consists of seven cells, respectively

labeled A, B, C. .. G. Each group of codes (1.e. A-G) 1s then

allocated to the cells 1n the respective zone. Each sensor or
aggregator operating 1n a cell, will then use a code selected
from a code group allocated to that cell.

The radius of each hexagon in FIG. 18 1s selected to be the
approximate range ol each transmitter, assumed 1f i1t has
been located in the middle of hexagon, although in practice
factors such as variations 1n topography and 1rregular loca-
tion of transmitters make a practical embodiment depart
from the regular hexagonal array depicted in FIG. 18. It
should also be noted that transmitter ranges do not have
clearly defined cut-offs, so boundaries are not as clearly
defined 1n practice as would appear from FIG. 18, and a
transmitter near a depicted boundary between two zones in
FIG. 18 1s likely to be detectable 1n parts of the adjacent
zone.

In order to avoid potential conflicts caused by such
overlap, each cell and corresponding group of codes are
re-used 1n other zones as shown, thus providing that the
same cells/groups are not reused in adjacent neighboring
cells, as that would cause co-channel interference. In this
model, between any two or more 1dentical cells/groups (let
us say cells within Group A) there are at least two other
adjacent groups, and this provides a code-interierence-iree
environment; so that all the used codes can be reused in
other zones.

The maximum number of devices that can be accommo-
dated 1n each cell 1s then N (1n this example eleven) and 1n
cach zone 7N devices can be accommodated.

The same structure can be replicated at higher levels 1n the
hierarchy, such that, for example, the aggregators serving the
cells n Zone 888 all report to a higher-level aggregator
using code A, and those 1n Zone 889 use Code B.

One class of orthogonal codes for use mn CDMA are
known as the “prime codes”. Embodiments of this invention
use a prime code family referred to as “Umiform Cross-
Correlation Modified Prime Code”, UC-MPC which pro-
vides both higher code weight and auto-correlation (AC)
while 1ts cross-correlation (CC) value remains 1 for all code
sets dertved from 1t. Because of the uniformity of the CC
tfunction of UC-MPC, the probability of interference 1s the
same between each pair of code signatures whereas 1n the
other prime code families this 1s not the case.

The unique properties of UC-MPC result 1n:

(1) better system performance through lower bit error rate

(BER)

(1) higher diflerence between auto-correlation and cross-

correlation of codes

(111) improved code security

(1v) reduced co-channel interference

(v) easer to decode 1n the recerver
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(v1) for a specific code length p, the maximum number of
simultaneous users (N) 1 a system employing UC-
MPC signatures 1s higher than systems employing
other prime code families.

UC-MPC can be easily implemented in an existing con-
ventional prime code system without any need to change the
hardware.

The advantages of using CDMA 1n IoT sensor networks
include faster and more secure communication. In particular,
the messages dispatched from a large number of sensors can
be combined into a single message, either over the air, or at
a gateway, for onward transmission. This reduces the total
number and size of all the messages transmitted by the
sensors, hence resulting 1n speedier communication.

The mnvention claimed 1s:

1. A method for transmitting a plurality of signals from a
control center to a plurality of devices, wherein the plurality
of signals 1s transmitted over a multiple access channel, and
cach signal of the plurality of signals 1s specific to a
respective device of the plurality of devices and includes a
spread spectrum encoding sequence specific to the respec-
tive device convolved with encoded data relating to the
respective device, wheremn each signal specific to each
respective device 1s convolvable with a spread spectrum
encoding sequence to extract the encoded data relating to the
respective device, the method comprising:

transmitting the signal from the control center through a

series of one or more intermediate disaggregation ele-
ments, each intermediate disaggregation element con-
figured to disaggregate the signal; and

convolving the signal 1 a series of spread spectrum

encoding sequences e¢ach associated with one of the
intermediate disaggregation elements in the series of
one or more intermediate disaggregation elements.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the series of
one or more intermediate disaggregation elements forms a
branched hierarchical network, and wherein, in the branched
hierarchical network, a first set of encoding sequences 1s
used 1n a first level of hierarchy and 1n at least one other level
ol hierarchy.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the series of
one or more intermediate disaggregation elements forms a
branched hierarchical network, and wherein, in the branched
hierarchical network, a first set of encoding sequences 1s
used in two or more intermediate disaggregation elements at
a first lower level of hierarchy, the intermediate disaggre-
gation elements being differentiated by being associated
with different encoding sequences at an itermediate disag-
gregation device at a second higher level of hierarchy at a
point 1 the branched hierarchical network common to the
respective series of intermediate disaggregation elements
connecting the respective devices to the control center.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein ones of the
plurality of devices or the one or more intermediate aggre-
gation elements using a first set of encoding sequences for
wireless communication are geographically separated from
others of the plurality of devices or the one or more
intermediate aggregation elements at the same level in the
hierarchy using the same set of encoding sequences by
regions 1n which ones of the plurality of devices or the one
or more intermediate elements at the same level in the
hierarchy are allocated one or more diflerent sets of encod-
ing sequences, the geographical separation being sutlicient
to prevent co-channel interference between ones of the
plurality of devices or the one or more or intermediate
clements at the same hierarchical level.
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5. The method according to claim 3, further comprising
transmitting a broadcast message to a plurality of the devices
all associated with an encoding sequence common to the
plurality of devices.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein a connection
between a device of the plurality of devices and the control
center uses the same encoding for both uplink transmissions
and downlink transmissions.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein encoded data
specific to a device of the plurality of devices relates to
measurements to be performed by a sensor associated with
the device of the plurality of devices.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein encoded data
specific to a device of the plurality of devices relates to
commands to be performed by an actuator associated with
the device of the plurality of devices.

9. The method according to claim 8, further comprising
transmitting signals carrying instructions for a set of actua-
tors to a plurality of actuator devices simultancously using,
a single message encoded according to each of the spread
spectrum encoding sequences specific to plurality of actua-
tor devices.

10. A method for transmitting a plurality of signals from
a plurality of devices to a control center, wherein the
plurality of signals are transmitted over a multiple access
channel, and each signal of the plurality of signals 1s specific
to a respective device of the plurality of devices, each signal
of the plurality of signals including a spread spectrum
encoding sequence specific to the respective device con-
volved with encoded data relating to the device, the method
comprising;

transmitting the plurality of signals through a series of one

or more 1mtermediate aggregation elements, each nter-
mediate aggregation element configured to aggregate
the signal;

aggregating the plurality of signals using a series of

spread spectrum encoding sequences each associated
with one of the mtermediate aggregation elements in
the series of one or more intermediate aggregation
elements; and

extracting, by the control center, data relating to each

device of the plurality of devices by deconvolving the
signal specific to each respective device with a spread
spectrum encoding sequence specific to that respective
device.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the series
of one or more intermediate aggregation elements forms a
branched hierarchical network, and wherein, in the branched
hierarchical network, a first set of encoding sequences 1s
used 1n a first level of hierarchy and 1n at least one other level
ol hierarchy.

12. The method according to claim 10, wherein the series
of one or more intermediate aggregation elements forms a
branched hierarchical network, and wherein, in the branched
hierarchical network, a first set of encoding sequences 1s
used 1n two or more intermediate aggregation elements at a
first lower level of hierarchy, the intermediate aggregation
clements being differentiated by being associated with dii-
ferent encoding sequences at an intermediate aggregation
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device at a second higher level of hierarchy at a point in the
branched hierarchical network common to the respective
series of intermediate aggregation elements connecting the
respective devices to the control center.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein ones of
the plurality of devices or the one or more intermediate
aggregation elements using a first set of encoding sequences
for wireless communication are geographically separated
from others of the plurality of devices or the one or more
intermediate aggregation elements at the same level in the
hierarchy using the same set of encoding sequences by
regions 1n which ones of the plurality of devices or the one
or more intermediate elements at the same level in the
hierarchy are allocated one or more different sets of encod-
ing sequences, the geographical separation being suilicient
to prevent co-channel interference between ones of the
plurality of devices or the one or more or intermediate
clements at the same hierarchical level.

14. The method according to claim 12, further comprising
transmitting signals from the plurality of devices to the
control center in response to a broadcast message to the
plurality of the devices all associated with an encoding
sequence common to the plurality of devices.

15. The method according to claim 10, wherein a con-
nection between a device of the plurality of devices and the
control center uses the same encoding for both uplink
transmissions and downlink transmissions.

16. The method according to claim 10, wherein encoded
data specific to a device of the plurality of devices relates to
measurements performed by a sensor associated with the
device of the plurality of devices.

17. The method according to claim 10, wherein encoded
data specific to a device of the plurality of devices relates to
commands to be performed by an actuator associated with
the device of the plurality of devices.

18. The method according to claim 17, further comprising
transmitting signals carrying instructions for a set of actua-
tors to a plurality of actuator devices simultaneously using
a single message encoded according to each of the spread
spectrum encoding sequences specific to plurality of actua-
tor devices.

19. A network for transmitting a plurality of signals from
a control center to a plurality of devices, each of the plurality
of signals being specific to a respective device of the
plurality of devices, and each of the plurality of signals
including a spread spectrum encoding sequence specific to
the respective device convolved with a code specific to a
command to be performed by an actuator associated with the
respective device, the network comprising:

a plurality of disaggregators forming nodes 1n a branched

network having a plurality of branching levels, each of
the plurality of disaggregators configured to extract a
signal by a deconvolving process according to a spread
spectrum code associated with the node, wherein 1nput
to a node at a first lower level 1s a spread spectrum
output of a convolving process of a node at an adjacent
higher level.
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