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FEED UNIT AND FEED SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application 1s a continuation application of

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/345,527, filed Mar. 18,
2014, which 1s a national stage entry of PCT application

PCT/IP2012/076406 filed Nov. 12, 2012 and which claims

the benefit of Japanese Priority Patent Application 2012-
092848 filed Apr. 16, 2012. Each of the above-reterenced
applications 1s hereby incorporated herein by reference 1n 1ts
entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a feed system performing,
non-contact power supply (power transmission) on a unit to
be fed with power such as an electronic apparatus, and to a
feed unit applied to such a feed system.

BACKGROUND ART

In recent years, a feed system (a non-contact feed system,
or a wireless charging system) performing non-contact
power supply (power transmission) on consumer electronics
devices (CE devices) such as mobile phones and portable
music players has attracted attention. Accordingly, charging,
1s allowed to be started by not inserting (connecting) a
connector of a power supply such as an AC adapter mto a
unit but placing an electronic apparatus (a secondary-side
unit) on a charging tray (a primary-side unit). In other words,
terminal connection between the electronic apparatus and
the charging tray 1s unnecessary.

As a method of performing non-contact power supply 1n
such a way, an electromagnetic induction method 1s well
known. In addition, a non-contact feed system using a
method called magnetic resonance method that uses elec-
tromagnetic resonance phenomenon has attracted attention.

Such a non-contact feed system has been disclosed 1n, for
example, PILs 1 to 6.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

PTL 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publi-
cation No. 2001-102974

PTL 2: International Publication No. WO00-27331
PTL 3: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publi-
cation No. 2008-206233

PTL 4: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publi-
cation No. 2002-34169

PTL 5: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publi-
cation No. 2005-110399

PTL 6: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publi-
cation No. 2010-63245

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Incidentally, in the non-contact feed system described
above, a power transmission section 1n a feed unit may be 1n
a failed state or a destructed state (destructive state) 1n some
cases. However, even 1n the case of such a failed state or
such a destructive state, avoidance of possibility of heat
generation 1n the feed unit or the like and securement of
safety are desired. Therefore, proportion of a method that
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2

allows 1mprovement 1n safety i power transmission (non-
contact power feeding) using a magnetic field or the like, 1s
desired.

It 1s desirable to provide a feed unit and a feed system that
are capable of improving safety in power transmission using
a magnetic field or an electric field.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there 1s provided a feed unit including: a power transmission
section configured to perform power transmission with use
of a magnetic field or an electric field; a power limiting
section provided on a power supply line from an external
power source to the power transmission section; and an
operation stop section configured to forcibly stop the power
transmission. The operation stop section forcibly stops the
power transmission when a voltage between an iput and an
output of the power limiting section exceeds a first thresh-
old. The power limiting section forcibly interrupts power
supply to the power transmission section when the voltage
between the input and the output exceeds a second threshold
that 1s larger than the first threshold.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there 1s provided a feed system provided with one or a
plurality of electronic apparatuses (units to be fed with
power) and a feed unit configured to perform power trans-
mission on the electronic apparatuses. The feed umt
includes: a power transmission section configured to per-
form the power transmission with use of a magnetic field or
an electronic field; a power limiting section provided on a
power supply line from an external power source to the
power transmission section; and an operation stop section
configured to forcibly stop the power transmission. The
operation stop section forcibly stops the power transmission
when a voltage between an input and an output of the power
limiting section exceeds a first threshold, and the power
limiting section forcibly interrupts power supply to the
power transmission section when the voltage between the
input and the output exceeds a second threshold that 1s larger

than the first threshold.

In the feed umt and the feed system according to the
respective embodiments of the present disclosure, the power

transmission 1s forcibly stopped when the voltage between
the 1nput and the output of the power limiting section
exceeds the first threshold. In addition, the power supply to
the power transmission section 1s forcibly interrupted when
the voltage between the input and the output exceeds the
second threshold that 1s larger than the first threshold.
Therefore, for example, even when the power transmission
section 1s 1n a failed state or 1n a destructive state (even when
the operation stop section 1s in an mnoperable state or the
like), possibility of heat generation in the feed unit is
avoided.

In the feed unmit and the feed system according to the
respective embodiments of the present disclosure, the opera-
tion stop section forcibly stops the power transmission when
the voltage between the mput and the output of the power
limiting section exceeds the first threshold, and the power
limiting section forcibly interrupts the power supply to the
power transmission section when the voltage between the
iput and the output exceeds the second threshold that is
larger than the first threshold. Therefore, for example, even
when the power transmission section 1s in the failed state or
in the destructive state, possibility of heat generation 1n the
feed unit 1s allowed to be avoided. Consequently, 1t is
possible to improve safety in the power transmission using
a magnetic field or an electric field.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view 1llustrating an appearance
configuration example of a feed system according to a first
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram 1llustrating a detailed configu-
ration example of the feed system illustrated 1n FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a circuit diagram 1illustrating a detailed configu-
ration example of each block illustrated 1n FIG. 2.

FI1G. 4 1s a iming waveform chart i1llustrating an example
of a control signal to an AC signal generation circuit.

FIG. 5§ 1s a timing chart illustrating an example of a
feeding period and a communication period.

FIG. 6 1s a timing waveform chart i1llustrating an example
of communication operation by pulse width modulation with
use of the AC signal generation circuit.

FIG. 7 1s a characteristic diagram schematically illustrat-
ing an example of drooping characteristics in an overload
state.

FIG. 8 1s a timing waveform chart for explaining power
limiting distribution function in the overload state.

FIG. 9 1s a schematic diagram for explaining forcible
operation stop function and forcible power supply 1nterrup-
tion function.

FIG. 10 1s a circuit diagram illustrating a configuration
example of a main part 1n a feed system according to a
second embodiment.

FIG. 11 1s a timing chart illustrating an operation example
of a power limiting modulation circuit 1llustrated 1n FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 1s a timing waveform chart illustrating an
example of communication operation by amplitude modu-
lation with use of the power limiting modulation circuit
illustrated in FIG. 10.

FIG. 13 1s a block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration example of a feed system according to a
modification.

FI1G. 14 1s a schematic diagram illustrating an example of
propagation state of an electric field 1n the feed system

illustrated 1in FIG. 13.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Some embodiments of the present disclosure will be
described 1n detail below with reference to drawings. Note
that description will be given in the following order.

1. First embodiment (an example of performing communi-
cation by pulse width modulation with use of an AC signal
generation circuit)

2. Second embodiment (an example of also performing
communication by amplitude modulation with use of a
power limiting circuit)

3. Modifications (an example of a feed system performing
non-contact power transmission using an electric field, etc.)

First Embodiment

(General Configuration of Feed System 4)

FIG. 1 illustrates an appearance configuration example of
a feed system (a feed system 4) according to a first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure, and FIG. 2 illustrates a block
configuration example of the feed system 4. The feed system
4 1s a system (a non-contact feed system) performing
non-contact power transmission (power supply, power feed-
ing, or power transmission) with use of a magnetic field
(with use ol magnetic resonance, electromagnetic induction,
and the like, heremnafter the same). The feed system 4
includes a feed unit 1 (a primary-side unit), and one or a
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4

plurality of electronic apparatuses (in this case, two elec-
tronic apparatuses 2A and 2B, secondary-side units) as units
to be fed with power.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 1, for example, 1n the feed system
4, the electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B are placed (or
closely disposed) on a feeding surface (a power transmission
surface) S1 of the feed unit 1 so that the power transmission
1s performed from the feed unit 1 to the electronic appara-
tuses 2A and 2B. In this case, in consideration of the case
where the power transmission 1s performed to the plurality
of electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B at the same time or 1n
a time-divisional manner (sequentially), the feed unit 1 has
a mat shape (a tray shape) in which an area of the feeding
surface S1 1s larger than the size of the electronic appara-
tuses 2A and 2B, etc., to be fed with power.

(Feed Unit 1)

As described above, the feed unit 1 1s a unit (a charging
tray) transmitting power (performing power transmission) to
the electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B with use of a magnetic
field. As illustrated in FIG. 2, for example, the feed unit 1
may include a power transmission section 110, a current
detection circuit 111, a power limiting circuit 112, a power
transmission device 11 including an AC signal generation
circuit (high-frequency power generation circuit) 113 and an
operation stop circuit 114, and a data transmission section
13. Moreover, the feed unit 1 may include a control section
10 including a power transmission control section (a modu-
lation processing section) 10A that 1s provided 1n the power
transmission device 11 and a data transmission control
section 10B that 1s provided outside the power transmission
device 11. Among them, the power limiting circuit 112, the
AC signal generation circuit 113, the operation stop circuit
114, and the data transmission control section 10B corre-
spond to specific examples of “power limiting section”, “AC
signal generation section”, “operation stop section”, and
“data transmission control section”, respectively.

The power transmission section 110 1s configured to
include a power transmission coil (a primary-side coil) L1,
capacitors Clp and Cls (resonance capacitors), and the like,
that will be described later. The power transmission section
110 uses the power transmission coil L1 and the capacitors
Clp and Cls to transmit power (perform power transmis-
sion) to the electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B (in detail, a
power reception section 210 described later) with use of an
AC magnetic field (see an arrow P1 i FIG. 2). More
specifically, the power transmission section 110 has a func-
tion of radiating a magnetic field (a magnetic flux) from the
teeding surface S1 toward the electronic apparatuses 2A and
2B. The power transmission section 110 further has a
function of performing predetermined mutual communica-
tion operation with the power reception section 210
described later (see an arrow C1 1 FIG. 2).

For example, the AC signal generation circuit 113 is a
circuit that uses power supplied from an external power
source 9 (a master power source) of the feed unit 1 through
the power limiting circuit 112 described later to generate a
predetermined AC signal Sac (high-frequency power) to
transmit power. Such an AC signal generation circuit 113
may be configured using, for example, a switching amplifier
described later. Note that, as the external power source 9, for
example, a power source (power supply capacity: 500 mA,
source voltage: about 5 V) of universal serial bus (USB) 2.0
that 1s provided 1n personal computer (PC) or the like may
be used.

The power limiting circuit 112 1s provided on a power
supply line (a power supply line Lp described later) from the
external power source 9 to the power transmission section
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110, namely, between a power input terminal (not 1llus-
trated) for the external power source 9 and the power
transmission section 110. The power limiting circuit 112 has
a Tunction of limiting (performing power limiting operation)
power supplied from the external power source 9 to the
power transmission section 110. More specifically, although
the detail will be described later, the power limiting circuit
112 functions as an overcurrent limiting circuit (an overcur-
rent protection circuit) that limits an overcurrent in an
overload state, or the like. In addition, the power limiting
circuit 112 has a function of forcibly interrupting power
supply from the external power source 9 to the power
transmission section 110 1n a predetermined case described
later.

The current detection circuit 111 1s a circuit detecting an
input current I1 that flows from the external power source 9
to the entire feed unit 1. Specifically, the current detection
circuit 111 detects (imeasures) a voltage corresponding to the
input current I1 to output the voltage to the power limiting
circuit 112.

The operation stop circuit 114 1s a circuit that forcibly
stops power transmission by the power transmission section
10 and the like, irrespective of the power transmission
control by the power transmission control section 10A
described later, when an abnormal state (an overload state or
the like) of the unit described later 1s detected.

The data transmission section 13 performs non-contact
mutual data transmission with a data transmission section 23
described later 1n the electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B (see
an arrow D1 1n FIG. 2). Incidentally, examples of a method
of performing such non-contact data transmission may
include a method using “Transfer Jet” that 1s one of short
distance wireless transier technologies.

As 1llustrated i FI1G. 2, the control section 10 1s provided
in a preceding stage of the power limiting circuit 112 (on a
side closer to the external power source 9 than the power
limiting circuit 112), namely, between the power input
terminal (not 1llustrated) for the external power source 9 and
the power limiting circuit 112. The control section 10 1s
configured to include the power transmission control section
10A that controls power transmission by the power trans-
mission section 110, and the data transmission control
section 10B that controls data transter by the data transmis-
sion section 13, and performs various control operation 1n
the entire feed unit 1 (the entire feed system 4). More
specifically, the control section 10 may include a function of
performing proper control of the transmitted power, a func-
tion of authenticating a secondary-side umt, a function of
determining whether a secondary-side unit 1s placed on a
primary-side unit, a function of detecting a contaminant
such as dissimilar metal, and the like, i1n addition to the
above-described function of power transmission control and
the data transmission control.

The power transmission control section 10A controls the
operation of the AC signal generation circuit 113 (in this
case, through the operation stop section 114) with use of a
predetermined control signal CTL (a control signal for
power transmission) described later, to perform the above-
described power transmission control. Moreover, the power
transmission control section 10A has a function of perform-
ing modulation processing by pulse width modulation
(PWM) described later with use of the control signal CTL.
(Electronic Apparatuses 2A and 2B)

For example, the electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B are
cach configured of a stationary electronic apparatus typified
by a television receiver, a portable electronic apparatus
including a rechargeable battery (battery), typified by a
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6

mobile phone and a digital camera, or the like. For example,
as 1llustrated 1n FIG. 2, these electronic apparatuses 2A and
2B each may include a power reception device 21, a load 22
that performs predetermined operation (operation exerting
functions as an electronic apparatus) based on power sup-
plied from the power reception device 21, and the data
transmission section 23. In addition, the power reception
device 21 may include the power reception section 210, a

rectification circuit 211, a charging circuit 212, and a battery
213.

The power reception section 210 1s configured to include
a power reception coil (a secondary-side coil) L2, capacitors
C2p and C2s (resonance capacitors), and the like, that will
be described later. The power reception section 210 has a
function of receiving power transmitted from the power
transmission section 110 1n the feed unit 1 with use of the
power reception coil L2, the capacitors C2p and C2s, and the
like. The power reception section 210 further has a function
of performing the above-described predetermined mutual
communication operation with the power transmission sec-
tion 110 (see the arrow C1 1n FIG. 2).

The rectification circuit 211 1s a circuit that rectifies the
power (AC power) supplied from the power reception
section 210 to generate DC power.

The charging circuit 212 1s a circuit that performs charg-
ing on the battery 213 or a battery (not 1llustrated) 1n the load
22, based on the DC power supplied from the rectification
circuit 211.

The battery 213 stores therein power in response to the
charging by the charging circuit 212, and may be configured
using a rechargeable battery (a secondary battery) such as a
lithium 1on battery. Note that, 1n the case of using only the
battery in the load 22, or the like, the battery 213 may be not
necessarily provided.

As described above, the data transmission section 23
performs the non-contact mutual data transmission with the
data transmission section 13 in the feed unit 1 (see the arrow
D1 in FIG. 2).

(Detailed Configurations of Feed Unit 1 and Electronic
Apparatuses 2A and 2B)

FIG. 3 1s a circuit diagram 1llustrating a detailed configu-
ration example of each block 1n the feed umit 1 and the
clectronic apparatuses 2A and 2B illustrated 1in FIG. 2.
(Power Transmission Section 110)

The power transmission section 110 includes the power
transmission coil L1 to perform power transmission using a
magnetic field (to generate a magnetic tlux), and the capaci-
tors Clp and Cls to form, together with the power trans-
mission coil L1, an LC resonance circuit. The capacitor Cls
1s electrically connected 1n series to the power transmission
coil L1. In other words, an end of the capacitor Cls and an
end of the power transmission coil L1 are connected to each
other. Moreover, the other end of the capacitor Cls and the
other end of the power transmission coil L1 are connected 1n
parallel to the capacitor Clp, and the connection end of the
power ftransmission coil L1 and the capacitor Clp 1s
grounded.

The LC resonance circuit configured of the power trans-
mission coil L1 and the capacitors Clp and Cls, and an LC
resonance circuit described later configured of the power
reception coill L2 and the capacitors C2p and C2s are
magnetically coupled with each other. As a result, LC
resonance operation by a resonance frequency that 1s sub-
stantially the same as that of the high-frequency power (the
AC signal Sac) described later generated by the AC signal
generation circuit 113, 1s performed.
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(Current Detection Circuit 111)

The current detection circuit 111 has a resistor R1 and an
error amplifier A1l. An end of the resistor R1 1s connected to
the power mput terminal (not illustrated) for the external
power source 9, and the other end of the resistor R1 1s
connected to a connection point P0O. In other words, the
resistor R1 1s disposed on the power supply line Lp. An input
terminal on a positive side (a plus side) of the error amplifier
Al 1s connected to the end of the resistor R1, an input
terminal on a negative side (a minus side) 1s connected to the
other end of the resistor R1, and an output terminal is
connected to an iput terminal on a positive side of an error
amplifier A3 1n the power limiting circuit 112, described
later. In other words, a potential diflerence (a voltage)
between the both ends of the resistor R1 1s input to the input
terminal on the positive side of the error amplifier A3.

With such a configuration, the current detection circuit
111 detects the above-described input current 11 flowing
through the resistor R1 (the current flowing through the
power supply line Lp), and outputs a voltage V1 correspond-
ing to the magnitude of the mput current I from the error
amplifier Al to the error amplifier A3.

(Power Limiting Circuit 112)

The power limiting circuit 112 includes transistors Irl
and Tr2, a comparator A2, the error amplifier A3, and the
power sources PS2 and PS3. Amcng them, the transistor Trl
1s configured of a p-type field etfective transistor (FET), and
the transistor Tr2 1s conﬁgured of an n-type FET. Moreover,
the power source PS2 1s a power source outputting a
predetermined threshold voltage Vth2 (>0 V) (a second
threshold) described later, and the power source PS3 is
power source outputting a reference voltage Vret described
later. Note that the transistor Trl and the error amplifier A3
correspond to specific examples of “transistor” and “‘error
amplifier” 1n the present disclosure, respectively.

A source of the transistor Trl 1s connected to the connec-
tion point PO, a drain i1s connected to an end of each of the
above-described capacitors Clp and Csl, and a gate 1s
connected to an output terminal of the error amplifier A3. In
other words, the transistor Trl 1s disposed on the power
supply line Lp. An input terminal on a negative side of the
comparator A2 1s connected to an output terminal of a
comparator A4 described later in the operation stop circuit
114, an 1nput terminal on a positive side 1s connected to the
power source PS2, and an output terminal 1s connected to a
gate of the transistor Tr2. A source of the transistor 1r2 is
grounded, and a drain 1s connected to the power source PS3
and an mput terminal on a negative side of the error
amplifier A3.

With this configuration, 1n the power limiting circuit 112,
an output signal S3 i1s generated according to a potential
difference between the above-described output voltage from
the error amplifier Al (the voltage V1 corresponding to the
input current I1) and the reference voltage Vref, and 1is
supplied to the gate of the transistor Trl. Then, according to
the output signal S3, magnitude (magnitude of the power) of
a current 12 (a current flowing through a path from the
connection point PO to the power transmission section 110
side, out of the above-described mput current 11) flowing
between the source and the drain of the transistor Trl 1s
limited. In this way, the power supplied from the external
power source 9 to the power transmission section 110 1s
limited (the overcurrent in the overload state or the like 1s
limited).

In addition, 1n a predetermined case described later, the
magnitude of the reference voltage Vrel mput to the error
amplifier A3 described above 1s controlled by the operation
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stop circuit 114, and thus power supply from the external
power source 9 to the power transmission section 110 1s
forcibly interrupted by the power limiting circuit 112. More
specifically, according to a comparison result of the voltages
in the comparator A2 described above, the magnitude of the
reference voltage Vrel 1s controlled.

(Control Section 10)

The control section 10 has the power transmission control
section (the modulation processing section) 10A and the data
transmission control section 10B that are described above,
and an input terminal of each of the sections 1s connected to
the connection point P0. In other words, the power trans-
mission control section 10A and the data transmission
control section 10B are disposed so as to be connected 1n
parallel to each other 1n the preceding stage of the power
limiting circuit 112 (between the external power source 9
and the power limiting circuit 112). Therefore, although the
detail will be described later, a current 13 of the above-
described input current I1 constantly flows through the path
from the connection point PO to the control section 10 side
(1irrespective of the load state).

(Operation Stop Circuit 114)

The operation stop circuit 114 has the comparator A4, a
power source PS1 outputting a predetermined threshold
voltage Vthl (>Vth2) (first threshold) described later, and an
AND circuit LG1. Among them, the comparator A4 and the
AND circuit LG1 correspond to specific examples of “volt-
age detection section” and “switching section’ 1n the present
disclosure, respectively.

An 1mnput terminal on a positive side of the comparator A4
1s connected to the source of the transistor Trl, and an 1mnput
terminal on a negative side 1s connected to the drain of the
transistor Trl through the power source PS1. An output
terminal of the comparator A4 1s connected to the input
terminal on the negative side of the comparator A2 described
above and one of mput terminals of the AND circuit LG1.
In addition, the other mput terminal of the AND circuit LG1
1s supplied with the control signal CTL for power transmis-
sion from the power transmission control section 10A.

As 1llustrated 1in FIG. 3, the control signal CTL 1s formed
of a pulse signal having a predetermined duty ratio. In
addition, for example, as illustrated 1n (A) and (B) of FIG.
4, controlling the duty ratio of the control signal CTL causes
pulse width modulation described later.

With such a configuration, in the operation stop circuit
114, a voltage AV2 between the input and the output of the
power limiting circuit 112 (the potential difference between
the source and the drain of the transistor Trl) 1s detected by
the comparator A4, and 1s compared with the above-de-
scribed threshold voltage Vthl. Then, an abnormal state
(such as an overload state) described later of the unit 1s
detected according to the comparison result of the voltages
(the magnitude of the detected voltage AV2), and the power
transmission operation by the AC signal generation circuit
113 and the power transmission section 110 1s forcibly
stopped through the AND circuit LG1, according to the
detection result.

(AC Signal Generation Circuit 113)

The AC signal generation circuit 113 1s configured using
a switching amplifier (a so-called class-E amplifier) that has
one transistor Tr3 as a switching device. Moreover, 1n this
example, the transistor 1r3 i1s configured of an n-type FET.
A source of the transistor 1r3 i1s grounded, a gate 1s con-
nected to the output terminal of the AND circuit LG1
described above, and a drain 1s connected to the drain of the
transistor Trl and the end of each of the capacitors Clp and
Cls that are described above.
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With such a configuration, 1n the AC signal generation
circuit 113, the transistor Tr3 pertorms ON-OFF operation
(switching operation by a predetermined frequency and the
duty ratio), according to the output signal (a signal S1) from
the AND circuit LG1 based on the above-described control
signal CTL for the power transmission. Specifically, the
ON-OFF operation of the transistor 1r3 as the switching
device 1s controlled with use of the control signal CTL
supplied from the power transmission control section 10A.
Accordingly, the AC signal Sac (AC power) 1s generated
based on a DC signal Sdc that 1s input through the power
limiting circuit 112, and the AC signal Sac 1s supplied to the
power transmission section 110.

(Power Reception Section 210)

The power reception section 210 includes a power recep-
tion coil L2 to receive the power (from the magnetic tlux)
transmitted from the power transmission section 110 and the
capacitors C2p and C2s to form, together with the power
reception coil L2, an LC resonance circuit. The capacitor
C2p 1s electrically connected 1n parallel to the power recep-
tion coil L2, and the capacitor C2s 1s electrically connected
in series to the power reception coil L2. In other words, an
end of the capacitor C2s 1s connected to an end of the
capacitor C2p and an end of the power reception coil L2. In
addition, the other end of the capacitor C2s 1s connected to
one of the mput terminals of the rectification circuit 211, and
the other end of the power reception coil L2 and the other
end of the capacitor C2p are connected to the other input
terminal of the rectification circuit 211.

The LC resonance circuit configured of the power recep-
tion coill L2 and the capacitors C2p and Cs2 and the
above-described LC resonance circuit configured of the
power transmission coil L1 and the capacitors Clp and Cls
are magnetically coupled with each other. As a result, LC
resonance operation by a resonance frequency that 1s sub-
stantially the same as that of the high-frequency power (the
AC signal Sac) generated by the AC signal generation circuit
113, 1s performed.

(Functlon and Effects of Feed System 4)
(1. Outline of General Operation)

In the feed system 4, the AC signal generation circuit 113
in the feed unit 1 supplies predetermined high-frequency
power (the AC signal Sac) for power transmission, to the
power transmission coil L1 and the capacitors Clp and Cls
(the LC resonance circuit) 1in the power transmission section
110, based on the power supplied from the external power
source 9. Accordingly, a magnetic field (a magnetic flux) 1s
generated 1n the power transmission coil L1 1n the power
transmission section 110. At this time, when the electronic
apparatuses 2A and 2B that are units to be fed with power
(to be charged) are placed (or closely disposed) on a top
surface (the feeding surface S1) of the feed unit 1, the power
transmission coil L1 in the feed unit 1 and the power
reception coil L2 1 each of the electronic apparatuses 2A
and 2B are brought close to each other near the feeding
surface S1.

In this way, when the power reception coil L2 1s disposed
near the power transmission coil L1 generating the magnetic
field (the magnetic flux), electromotive force 1s generated 1n
the power reception coil L2 by induction of the magnetic
flux generated from the power transmission coil L1. In other
words, interlinkage magnetic field 1s generated 1n each of the
power transmission coil L1 and the power reception coil L2
by electromagnetic induction or magnetic resonance. As a
result, power 1s transmitted from the power transmission coil
L1 side (a primary side, the feed unit 1 side, the power
transmission section 110 side) to the power reception coil L2
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side (a secondary side, the electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B
side, the power reception section 210 side) (see the arrow P1
in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3). At this time, the power transmission
coil L1 on the feed unit 1 side and the power reception coil
[.2 on the electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B side are mag-
netically coupled with each other by the electromagnetic
induction or the like, and thus the LC resonance operation 1s
performed 1n the above-described LC resonance circuit.

Then, 1n the electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B, the AC
power received by the power reception coil L2 1s supplied to
the rectification circuit 211 and the charging circuit 212,
thereby leading to the following charging operation. Spe-
cifically, after the AC power 1s converted into predetermined
DC power by the rectification circuit 211, charging to the
battery 213 or the battery (not illustrated) in the load 22
based on the DC power 1s performed by the charging circuit
212. In this way, 1n the electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B, the
charging operation based on the power received by the
power reception section 210 1s performed.

In other words, in the present embodiment, terminal
connection to an AC adopter or the like 1s not necessary for
charging of the electronic apparatuses 2A and 2B, and
charging 1s easily started (non-contact feeding 1s performed)
only by placing (closely disposing) the electronic appara-
tuses 2A and 2B on the feeding surface S1 of the feed umt
1. This leads to hability relief of a user.

In addition, for example, as 1llustrated 1n FIG. 5, 1n such
teeding operation, a feeding period Tp (a charging period)
and a communication period Tc (a non-charging period) are
periodically (or non-periodically) performed 1n a time-divi-
sional manner. In other words, the power transmission
control section 10A performs control so that the feeding
period Tp and the communication period Tc are periodically
(or non-periodically) set 1n a time-divisional manner. In this
case, the communication period Tc 1s a period during which
mutual communication operation (communication operation
for mutual authentication between units, feed efliciency
control, or the like) 1s performed between the primary-side
umt (the feed unit 1) and the secondary-side umit (the
clectronic apparatuses 2A and 2B) with use of the power
transmission coil L1 and the power reception coil L2 (see the
arrow C1 1n FIG. 2 and FIG. 3). Incidentally, the time ratio
of the feeding period Tp and the communication period Tc
at this time may be, for example, the feeding period Tp: the
communication period Tc=about 9:1.

At this time, for example, as illustrated in (A) to (D) of
FIG. 6, during the commumication period Tc, the commu-
nication operation using pulse width modulation 1s per-
formed by the AC signal generation circuit 113. Specifically,
the duty ratio of the control signal CTL during the commu-
nication period TC 1s set (see (B) of FIG. 6), for example,
based on modulation data Dm 1llustrated 1n (A) of FIG. 6,
and thus the communication by the pulse width modulation
1s performed. Note that, since 1t 1s difficult to perform
frequency modulation at the time of resonance operation by
the power transmission section 110 and the power reception
section 210 described above, such pulse width modulation 1s
used to achieve the communication operation easily.

Further, 1n the feed system 4, as illustrated by the arrow
D1 1n FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, non-contact mutual data transmis-
s1on 15 performed between the data transmission section 13
in the primary-side unit (the feed unit 1) and the data
transmission section 23 in the secondary-side unit (the
clectronic apparatuses 2A and 2B). Accordingly, the data
transmission 1s allowed to be performed only by bring the
clectronic apparatuses 2A and 2B close to the feed unit 1
without connection of wirings for the data transmission or
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the like between the feed unit 1 and the electronic appara-
tuses 2A and 2B. Thus, this also leads to liability relief of a
user.

(2. Power Limiting Distribution Function 1n Overload State)

Incidentally, in such a feed system 4, load may become
excessive (overload state) 1n some cases 1n the feed unit 1.
Specifically, for example, a case where the data transmission
section 13 consumes excessive power suddenly, a case
where the secondary-side unit (1n this case, the electronic
apparatuses 2A and 2B) demands excessive power, or the
like are assumed.

In such an overload state, for example, as 1llustrated in
FIG. 7, control 1s performed so that drooping characteristics
(fold back characteristics) are exhibited 1n current-voltage
characteristics, and protection against the overcurrent is
performed. Specifically, in this case, first, the voltage V1
corresponding to the mput current I1 from the external
power source 9 1s detected by the current detection circuit
111 1n the feed unit 1. Then, in the power limiting circuit
112, the signal S3 according to the potential difference
between the voltage V1 and the reference voltage Vref 1s
output from the error amplifier A3, and the magnitude of the
current 12 flowing between the source and the drain of the
transistor Irl 1s controlled based on the signal S3. In other
words, the magnitude of the current 12 1s limited (the power
supplied to the drain side of the transistor Trl 1s limited)
according to the magnitude of the input current 11, which
causes power limiting operation by the power limiting
circuit 112. For example, 1n the case where the external
power source 9 1s the above-described power source of USB
2.0, when 112300 mA 1s established (when the power
exceeds 2.5 W), 1t 1s determined as overcurrent state (the
overload state).

However, 11 such power limiting operation 1s applied to
the entire feed unit 1 (a1t power supply 1s limited with respect
to the entire block 1n the feed umt 1), the following disad-
vantage may occur. Specifically, when the above-described
overcurrent state (overload state) 1s established, 1f the power
supplied to the control section 10 (1n particular, the power
transmission control section 10A) that performs control of
the entire feed unit 1 (the entire feed system 4) 1s also
limited, the operation of the control section 10 1s stopped,
which causes inconvenience. In other words, for example,
since the power transmission control section 10A plays an
important role of securing safety and the like in the feed
system 4, even 1n the overload state or the like, the power
transmission control section 10A 1s expected to perform
normal operation (1t 1s necessary for the power transmission
control section 10A to secure stable operation constantly).

Accordingly, 1n the feed unit 1 1n the present embodiment,
as 1llustrated 1n FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, the control section 10 1s
provided 1n the preceding stage of the power limiting circuit
112 (between the external power source 9 and the power
limiting circuit 112). Thus, the current I3 of the input current
I1 that flows from the external power source 9 to the feed
unit 1 constantly flows through the path from the connection
point PO to the control section 10 side (irrespective of the
load state) (see FIG. 3). In other words, for example, even
in the case of the overload state or the like, the power
supplied from the external power source 9 to the control
section 10 side 1s not limited. In this way, the power supplied
to the control section 10 side 1s constantly ensured in the
teed unit 1, and preferential power distribution to the control
section 10 side 1s performed.

Specifically, for example, as illustrated by arrows 1n (C)
of FIG. 8, even when the current I3 consumed by the control
section 10 1s drastically increased (even when the overload
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state 1s established), the current 13 flowing to the control
section 10 side (power supply to the control section 10 side)
1s not limited. On the other hand, for example as 1llustrated
by arrows 1n (B) of FIG. 8, when such an overload state 1s
established, the current 12 supplied to the power transmis-
s1on section 110 side that 1s located 1in the subsequent stage
of the power limiting circuit 112 (the power supply to the
power transmission section 110) 1s limited by the power
limiting circuit 112. In this way, the power 1s distributed
preferentially to the control section 10 side rather than the
power transmission section 110 side.

In addition, at this time, for example, as illustrated by
arrows 1n (A) of FIG. 8, the input current I1 flowing from the
external power source 9 to the entire feed unit 1 (the power
extracted from the external power source 9) 1s controlled to
be equal to or lower than a predetermined threshold Ith (for
example, 1n the case of the above-described power source of
USB 2.0, 500 mA). As a result, supply of excessive power
(exceeding supply capacity) (the input current 11 equal to or
larger than the threshold Ith) from the external power source
9 1s avoided. Therefore, for example, 1n the case where the
power source of USB 2.0 provided 1n a PC 1s used as the
external power source 9, “Warning™ or the like 1s prevented
from being displayed on a display screen of the PC when
power exceeding supply capacity of the external power
source 9 1s itended to be extracted by the feed unit 1.

(3. Forcible Operation Stop Function)

Moreover, 1n the feed unit 1 1n the present embodiment,
in the operation stop circuit 114, the following forcible
operation stop function i1s performed.

Specifically, first, 1n the comparator A4, the voltage AV2
between the input and the output of the power limiting
circuit 112 (the potential diflerence between the source and
the drain of the transistor Trl) 1s detected, and magmtude
comparison between the voltage AV2 and the predetermined
threshold voltage Vthl 1s performed. For example, as illus-
trated 1n FIG. 9, the threshold voltage Vthl 1s a threshold
defining whether the state i1s the overload state (the over-
current state) during the normal operation 1n the feed unit 1.
In other words, according to the above-described compari-
son result of the voltages (the magnitude of the detected
voltage AV2), whether the state 1s a proper load state or the
overload state during the normal operation 1s detected. In
this case, when the magnitude of the voltage AV2 1s equal
to or lower than the threshold Vthl, 1t 1s detected that the
state 1s the proper load state during the normal operation,
and when the magnitude of the voltage AV2 exceeds the
threshold Vthl, it 1s detected that the state 1s the overload
state during the normal operation. Incidentally, detection
sensitivity at this time 1s set by a time constant of a wiring
between the comparator A4 and the AND circuit LG1, so as
to be slightly dulled.

Then, in the operation stop circuit 114, according to the
above-described detection result of the load state, the power
transmission operation by the AC signal generation circuit
113 and the power transmission section 110 1s forcibly
stopped with use of the AND circuit LG1, irrespective of the
power transmission control by the power transmission con-
trol section 10A. More specifically, when it 1s detected that
the state 1s the proper load state during the normal operation
(AV2 Vthl), the output signal S4 from the comparator A4
becomes “H (lugh)” state. As a result, the output signal S1
from the AND circuit LG1 to the transistor 1r3 in the AC
signal generation circuit 113 becomes equal to the control
signal CTL for the power transmission supplied from the
power transmission control section 10A (control i1s per-
formed so that the control signal CIL becomes valid).
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Therefore, the transistor Tr3 performs ON-OFF operation
with use of the control signal CTL, and thus the normal
power transmission operation 1s performed by the AC signal
generation circuit 113 and the power transmission section
110.

On the other hand, when 1t 1s detected that the state 1s the
overload state during the normal operation (AV2>Vthl), the
output signal S4 from the comparator A4 becomes “L (low)”
state. As a result, the output signal S1 from the AND circuit
L.G1 to the transistor Tr3 1n the AC signal generation circuit
113 is constantly 1n the “L” state (control i1s performed so
that the control signal CTL becomes invalid), and the
transistor 1r3 1s constantly in the OFF state (the transistor
Tr3 1s 1n the open state). In other words, the AND circuit
L.G1 plays a role of switching the state of the control signal
CTL between valid and 1nvalid, according to the value of the
output signal S4 from the comparator Ad (presence or
absence of detection of the overload state). Further, in the
operation stop circuit 114, rendering the control signal CTL
for the power transmission nvalid forcibly stops the power
transmission operation by the AC signal generation circuit
113 and the power transmission section 110, irrespective of
the power transmission control by the power transmission
control section 10A.

In addition, in the operation stop circuit 114, when the
above-described overload state (the overcurrent state) is
detected also during the above-described communication
period Tc¢ 1n addition to such a feeding period Tp, the control
signal CTL 1s stmilarly rendered invalid to forcibly stop the
communication operation.

Note that, when the comparator A4 detects recovery from
the overload state to the proper load state, the control signal
CTL becomes valid again by the above-described principle.
Theretfore, also 1n this case, the power transmission opera-
tion 1s automatically restarted irrespective of the power
transmission control by the power transmission control
section 10A.

In such a way, when the abnormal state (the overload
state) of the feed unit 1 1s detected, the power transmission
by the power transmission section 110 1s forcibly stopped
irrespective of the power transmission control by the power
transmission control section 10A. Therefore, for example,
when the load state 1s changed to the overload state or the
like, the power transmission 1s rapidly stopped without
waiting the power transmission control by the power trans-
mission control section 10A, which reduces a time necessary
for stopping the power transmission (namely, unnecessary
power transmission period).

(4. Forcible Power Supply Interruption Function)

Moreover, the comparator A4 detects that the magmtude
of the voltage AV2 also exceeds the predetermined threshold
Vth2 (>Vthl), forcible power supply interruption function
described below 1s performed 1n the current limiting circuit
112, irrespective of the power transmission control by the
power transmission control section 10A.

In this case, for example, as illustrated in FIG. 9, the
threshold voltage Vth2 1s a threshold that defines whether
the power transmission section 110 1s in a failed state or a
destructed state (destructive state) due to a short circuit state
or the like 1n the feed unit 1. In such a state, the voltage AV2
between the both ends of the transistor Trl in the current
limiting circuit 112 may become excessive to generate heat,
and the operation stop circuit 114 may become 1n an
inoperable state (the above-described forcible operation stop
function may not be exerted).

As described above, the comparator A4 also detects
whether the power transmission section 110 1s 1n the failed
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state or the destructive state described above according to
the detected magnitude of the voltage AV2. Specifically, in
this example, when the magmtude of the voltage AV2 1s
equal to or lower than the threshold Vth2, it 1s detected that
the power transmission section 110 1s neither in the failed
state nor 1n the destructive state. On the other hand, when the
magnitude of the voltage AV2 exceeds the threshold Vth2,
it 1s detected that the power transmission section 110 1s 1n the
failed state or in the destructive state.

Further, when it 1s detected that the magnitude of the
voltage AV2 also exceeds the threshold Vth2 (in the failed
state or 1n the destructive state), the power supply from the
external power source 9 to the AC signal generation circuit
113 and the power transmission section 110 side 1s forcibly
interrupted 1n the current limiting circuit 112 1n the follow-
ing way. In other words, the magnitude of the reference
voltage Vref input to the error amplifier A3 1s controlled
according to the comparison result of the voltages by the
comparator A2, the transistor Trl 1s constantly 1n the OFF
state, and thus forcibly power supply interruption i1s per-
formed.

More specifically, at this time (AV2>Vth2), the output
signal S2 from the comparator A2 becomes “L” state, and
thus the transistor 1r2 i1s put mnto OFF state. Therefore, the
potential of the mput terminal on the negative side of the
error amplifier A3 1s drawn from the original reference
voltage Vrel supplied from the power source PS3 to the
ground (0 V) side, and 1s lowered. As a result, the output
signal S3 from the error amplifier A3 becomes “H” state, and
the transistor Trl 1s constantly in OFF state. In this way,
when the transistor Trl 1s put into OFF state, the current 12
does not flow between the source and the drain (12=0 A), and
the power supply to the power transmission section 10 side
1s forcibly interrupted. Further, even when the stop function
of the current 12 by such a positive feedback (overcurrent
suppressing function) 1s acted and the operation stop circuit
114 becomes an inoperable state, the power limiting circuit
112 operates until the overcurrent completely stops and thus
possibility of heat generation 1n the transistor Trl described
above 1s avoided. In other words, even when the power
transmission section 110 1s in the failed state or in the
destructive state (even when the operation stop circuit 114 1s
in the moperable state or the like), possibility of the heat
generation 1n the feed unit 1 1s avoided.

As described above, i the present embodiment, the
operation stop circuit 114 forcibly stops the power trans-
mission when the detected voltage (the voltage AV2)
exceeds the threshold voltage Vthl, and the power limiting
circuit 112 forcibly interrupts the power supply to the power
transmission section 110 when the voltage AV2 exceeds the
threshold voltage Vth2 that i1s larger than the threshold
voltage Vthl. Therefore, for example, even when the power
transmission section 110 1s in the failed state or in the
destructive state, the overcurrent 1s allowed to be completely
stopped, and possibility of the heat generation in the feed
umt 1 (the transistor Trl) 1s allowed to be avoided. Accord-
ingly, it 1s possible to improve safety in the power trans-
mission using a magnetic field.

Moreover, when the abnormal state (the overload state) of
the feed unit 1 1s detected, the operation stop circuit 114
forcibly stops the power transmission irrespective of the
power transmission control by the power transmission con-
trol section 10A. Therefore, for example, when the load state
1s changed to the overload state or the like, unnecessary
power transmission period 1s allowed to be reduced. Con-
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sequently, 1n the power transmission using a magnetic field,
it 1s possible to reduce power loss caused by the change of
the load state.

Further, the control section 10 1s provided on a side closer
to the external power source 9 than the power limiting circuit
112. Theretore, the power supply from the external power
source 9 to the control section 10 side 1s constantly ensured,
which allows preferential power distribution to the control
section 10 side. Therefore, the stable operation of the control
section 10 1s ensured, and proper control 1s allowed to be
achieved irrespective of the load state when the power
transmission 1s performed with use of a magnetic field. In

addition, claritying the responsibilities of the power source
protection and the power distribution in the feed system 4

(the non-contact feed system) provides an eflect of securing

safety.

In addition, 1n the case where the power transmission 1s
performed by the power transmission section 110 with use of
resonance operation (LC resonance operation), the follow-
ing advantage 1s particularly obtained. Specifically, since
resonance operation 1s acted, the configuration that 1s imnsen-
sitive to the varnation of the output power and has resistance
to 1nstant power interruption or the like 1s obtained. In other
words, even 1f sudden power variation occurs, the power
transmission section 110 1s allowed to continue to operate

(continue to transmit power) by a so-called “principle of
pendulum” (inertia action).

Second Embodiment

Subsequently, a second embodiment of the present dis-
closure will be described. Note that like numerals are used
to designate substantially like components of the above-
described first embodiment, and description thereof will be
appropriately omaitted.

(Configuration of Feed System 4A)

FIG. 10 1s a circuit diagram illustrating a configuration
example of a main part 1n a feed system (a feed system 4A)
according to the second embodiment. The feed system 4A 1n
the present embodiment has one feed unit 1A and two
clectronic apparatuses 2A and 2B. The feed unit 1A 1s
configured by providing a power limiting modulation circuit
112A 1n the feed unit 1 of the first embodiment 1n place of
the power limiting circuit 112, and other configurations are
similar to those 1in the feed unit 1 of the first embodiment.
Note that the power limiting modulation circuit 112A cor-
responds to a specific example of “power limiting section”
in the present disclosure.

In this example, as illustrated in FIG. 10, the power
limiting modulation circuit 112A has a configuration 1n
which one OR circuit LG2 1s further added to the power
limiting circuit 112 1llustrated 1n FIG. 3. One of imput
terminals of the OR circuit LG2 1s connected to the output
terminal of the error amplifier A3, and the other input
terminal receives the modulation data Dm output from the
power transmission control section (the modulation process-
ing section) 10A. An output terminal of the OR circuit LG2
1s connected to the gate of the transistor Trl.

(Function and Effects of Feed System 4A)

In the feed unit 1A of the present embodiment, 1n the
power limiting modulation circuit 112A, power limiting
operation 1s performed by a similar method to that by the
power limiting circuit 112 of the first embodiment. In
addition thereto, in the power limiting modulation circuit
112 A, amplitude modulation (AM) operation such as ampli-
tude shift keying (ASK) modulation 1s performed.
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Specifically, for example, as illustrated 1n FIG. 11, 1n the
power limiting modulation circuit 112A, the power limiting
operation 1s performed during the feeding period Tc,
whereas the amplitude modulation operation 1s performed
during the commumnication period Tc. Further, during the
communication period Tc (in a light load state), the power
limiting operation of the power limiting modulation circuit
112 A 15 controlled by the power transmission control section
10A, and thus communication by the above-described
amplitude modulation i1s performed. In this way, 1 the
present embodiment, the communication operation by the
amplitude modulation such as ASK modulation 1s achieved
relatively easily.

More specifically, during the communication period Tc,
for example, as illustrated 1 (A) to (D) of FIG. 12, the
communication operation using the amplitude modulation 1n
the power limiting modulation circuit 112 A 1s performed. In
other words, for example, the modulation data Dm 1llus-
trated 1 (A) of FIG. 12 1s first supplied from the power
transmission control section 10A to the transistor Trl
through the OR circuit LG2 1n the power limiting modula-
tion circuit 112A. As a result, the DC signal Sdc output from
the power limiting modulation circuit 112A to the power
supply line Lp 1s a signal subjected to the amplitude modu-
lation, for example, as illustrated 1n (B) of FIG. 12. Then, the
AC signal Sac 1s generated by the AC signal generation
circuit 113 based on such a DC signal Sdc (see (C) of FIG.
12), and the communication operation by the amplitude
modulation 1s finally performed (see (D) of FIG. 12).

By the communication operation by the amplitude modu-
lation using the power limiting operation of the power
limiting modulation circuit 112A, for example, the follow-
ing advantages are obtainable, for example, as compared
with the communication operation using pulse width modu-
lation of the AC signal generation circuit 113 described 1n
the first embodiment.

Specifically, for example, as illustrated by a dashed line 1in
(D) of FIG. 6 described above, 1n the communication by the
pulse width modulation, a positive wavetorm and a negative
wavetorm of the AC signal (1in this case, the voltage V(LL1)
between the both ends of the power transmission coil LL1) are
different from each other (are asymmetric), and contains
so-called even harmonic component (contaiming second
order harmonic). In this example, when the AC signal 1s
demodulated (envelop 1s detected) by the secondary-side
unit, noise of the even harmomic component distorts the
communication waveform. Therefore, carrier to noise ratio
(C/N ratio) may be deteriorated, and communication quality
may be lowered.

In contrast, 1n the communication by the amplitude modu-
lation, for example, as illustrated by a dashed line in (D) of
FIG. 12, a positive waveform and a negative waveform of
the AC signal (the voltage V(LL1) between the both ends of
the power transmission coil 1) are coincident with each
other (are symmetric), and contains so-called odd harmonic
component. Therefore, the C/N ratio in demodulation of the
AC signal (envelope detection) by the secondary-side unit 1s
improved, and thus the communication quality 1s also
improved.

As described above, i the present embodiment, the
power limiting operation by the power limiting modulation
circuit 112A 1s controlled during the communication period
Tc to perform the communication by the amplitude modu-
lation. Theretfore, in addition to the eflects of the first
embodiment, the communication quality during the commu-
nication period Ic 1s allowed to be improved. In addition,
since the power limiting modulation circuit 112A performs
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both the power limiting operation and the modulation opera-
tion (the amplitude modulation operation) (has both func-
tions). Therefore, 1t 1s possible to achieve cost reduction of
the unit, reduction 1n the number of mounted components,
and si1ze reduction.

(Modification)

As described above, although the technology of the pres-
ent disclosure has been described with reference to some
embodiments, the present technology i1s not limited to the
embodiments, and various modifications may be made.

For example, 1n the above-described embodiments, vari-
ous kinds of coils (the power transmission coil and the
power reception coil) have been described. However, vari-
ous kinds of configurations are allowed to be used as the
configurations (shapes) of the respective coils. Specifically,
for example, each coil may be configured in shapes such as
a spiral shape, a loop shape, a bar shape using a magnetic
body, an alpha-wound shape configured by folding a spiral
coil into two layers, a multilayer spiral shape, a helical shape
configured by winding a wire 1 a thickness direction
thereol. Moreover, each coil 1s not limited to a winding coil
configured of a conductive wire rod, and may be a conduc-
tive patterned coil configured of a printed board, a tlexible
printed board, or the like.

In addition, 1n the above-described embodiments,
although the electronic apparatus has been described as an
example of a unit to be fed with power, the unit to be fed
with power 1s not limited thereto, and may be other than the
clectronic apparatus (for example, vehicles such as electric
cars).

Furthermore, 1n the above-described embodiments, the
components of each of the feed unmit and the electronic
apparatuses have been specifically described. However, all
of the components are not necessarily provided, and other
components may be further provided. For example, in the
feed unit or the electronic apparatus, a communication
function, a control function, a display function, a function of
authenticating a secondary-side unit, a function of determin-
ing whether a secondary-side unit 1s placed on a primary-
side unit, a function of detecting a contaminant such as a
dissimilar metal, and the like may be provided.

In addition, 1n the above-described embodiments, mainly,
the case where the feed system includes a plurality of (two)
clectronic apparatuses has been described as an example.
However, the number of electronic apparatuses 1s not limited
thereto, and the feed system may include only one electronic
apparatus.

Moreover, 1n the above-described embodiments, the
charging tray for a small electronic apparatus (CE device)
such as a mobile phone has been described as an example of
the feed unit. However, the feed unit 1s not limited to such
a household charging tray, and 1s applicable as a charging
unit for various electronic apparatuses, and the like. In
addition, the feed unit 1s not necessarily a tray, and may be
a stand for electronic apparatuses such as a so-called cradle.
(Example of Feed System Performing Non-Contact Power
Transmission with Use of Electronic Field)

In addition, 1n the above-described embodiments, the case
of the feed system that performs the non-contact power
transmission (power feeding) from the feed unit as the
primary-side unit to the electronic apparatus as the second-
ary-side unit with use of a magnetic field has been described
as an example. However, the configuration 1s not limited
thereto. Specifically, the contents of the present disclosure 1s
applicable to a feed system that performs non-contact power
transmission from a feed unit as a primary-side unit to an
clectronic apparatus as a secondary-side unit with use of an
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clectronic field (electronic field coupling), and similar
ellects to those 1n the above-described embodiments may be
obtained.

More specifically, for example, a feed system illustrated
in FIG. 13 may include one feed unit 81 (a primary-side unit)
and one electronic apparatus 82 (a secondary-side unit). The
feed unit 81 mainly has a power transmission section 810
including a power transmission electrode E1 (a primary-side
clectrode), an AC signal source 811 (an oscillator), and a
ground e¢lectrode Egl. The electronic apparatus 82 mainly
has a power reception section 820 including a power recep-
tion electrode E2 (a secondary-side electrode), a rectification
circuit 821, a load 822, and a ground electrode Eg2. Spe-
cifically, the feed system includes two pairs of electrodes,
the power transmission electrode E1 and the power recep-
tion electrode E2, and the ground electrodes Egl and Eg?2.
In other words, each of the feed unit 81 (the primary-side
unmit) and the electronic apparatus 82 (the secondary-side
umt) has an antenna configured of a pair of asymmetric
clectrode structures, such as a monopole antenna therein.

In the feed system having such a configuration, when the
power transmission electrode E1 and the power reception
electrode E2 face each other, the above-described non-
contact antennae are coupled with each other (are coupled
with each other by an electric field along a vertical direction
of the electrodes). Then, the induction field 1s generated
therebetween, and power transmission using the electronic
field 1s accordingly performed (see power P8 illustrated 1n
FIG. 13). More specifically, for example, as schematically
illustrated 1n FIG. 14, the generated electric field (induction
field E1) propagates from the power transmission electrode
E1 side to the power reception electrode E2 side, as well as
the generated induction field Fi1 propagates from the ground
clectrode Eg2 side to the ground electrode Egl side. In other
words, a loop path of the generated induction field Ei1 1s
formed between the primary-side unit and the secondary-
side unit. Also 1n such a non-contact power supply system
using the electronic field, similar effects are allowed to be
obtained by applying similar method to that in the above-
described embodiments.

Note that the present technology may be configured as
follows.

(1) A feed unit including;:

a power transmission section configured to perform power
transmission with use of a magnetic field or an electric
field;

a power limiting section provided on a power supply line
from an external power source to the power transmis-
sion section; and

an operation stop section configured to forcibly stop the
power transmission, wherein

the operation stop section forcibly stops the power trans-
mission when a voltage between an input and an output
of the power limiting section exceeds a first threshold,
and

the power limiting section forcibly mterrupts power sup-
ply to the power transmission section when the voltage
between the mput and the output exceeds a second
threshold, the second threshold being larger than the
first threshold.

(2) The feed unit according to (1), wherein the operation
stop section renders a control signal for the power transmis-
sion 1nvalid to forcibly stop the power transmission.

(3) The feed unit according to (2), wherein the operation
stop section includes a switching section, the switching
section being configured to switch a state of the control
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signal between valid and mvalid according to magnitude of
the voltage between the 1nput and the output.

(4) The feed unit according to any one of (1) to (3),
wherein the power limiting section includes an error ampli-
fier that 1s configured to control power limiting operation
based on a potential difference between a reference voltage
and a voltage corresponding to an mnput current from the
external power source, and when the voltage between the
input and the output exceeds the second threshold, the power
limiting section controls magnitude of the reference voltage
to forcibly interrupt the power supply to the power trans-
mission section.

(5) The feed unit according to (4), wherein the power
limiting section includes a transistor on the power supply
line, and controls the magnitude of the reference voltage and
sets the transistor to OFF state to forcibly interrupt the power
supply to the power transmission section.

(6) The feed unit according to any one of (1) to (5),
wherein

the first threshold defines whether the state of the unit 1s

in an overload state during normal operation, and

the second threshold defines whether the power transmis-

s1on section 1s 1n a failed state or in a destructive state.

(7) The feed unit according to any one of (1) to (6),
wherein the operation stop section 1s in an moperable state
when the voltage between the mput and the output exceeds
the second threshold.

(8) The feed unit according to any one of (1) to (7), further
including

a control section that includes a power transmission

control section, the power transmission control section
being configured to perform control of the power
transmission.

(9) The feed unmit according to (8), wherein the control
section 1s provided on a side closer to the external power
source than the power limiting section.

(10) The feed unit according to (8) or (9), wherein the
power transmission control section controls the power trans-
mission to allow a feeding period during which the power
transmission 1s performed on a unit to be fed with power and
a communication period during which predetermined com-
munication 1s performed with the unit to be fed with power,
to be set 1n a time-divisional manner, and controls the power
limiting operation by the power limiting section to allow
communication by amplitude modulation to be performed
during the commumnication period.

(11) The feed unit according to (10), wherein the power
limiting section performs the power limiting operation dur-
ing the feeding period, and performs amplitude modification
operation during the communication period.

(12) The feed unit according to any one of (8) to (11),
wherein

the power transmission control section controls the power

transmission to allow a feeding period during which the
power transmission 1s performed on a unit to be fed
with power and a communication period during which
predetermined communication 1s performed with the
unit to be fed with power, to be set 1n a time-divisional
manner, and

the operation stop section forcibly stops the communica-

tion when the voltage between the input and the output
exceeds the first threshold during the communication
period.

(13) The feed umt according to any one of (8) to (12),
turther including

an AC signal generation section configured to generate an

AC signal to perform the power transmission, wherein
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the power transmission control section controls operation
of the AC signal generation section to perform control
of the power transmission.

(14) The feed umt according to (13), wherein

the AC signal generation section i1s configured using a
switching amplifier including a switching device, and

the power transmission control section uses a control
signal for the power transmission to control ON-OFF
operation of the switching device.

(15) The feed unit according to (14), wherein the power
transmission control section controls the power transmission
to allow a feeding period during which the power transmis-
sion 1s performed on a unit to be fed with power and a
communication period during which predetermined commu-
nication 1s performed with the unit to be fed with power, to
be set 1n a time-divisional manner, and controls a duty ratio
of the control signal to allow communication by pulse width
modulation to be performed during the commumnication
period.

(16) The feed unit according to any one of (8) to (15),
wherein the control section includes the power transmission
control section and a control section for data transmaission.

(17) The feed unit according to any one of (1) to (16),
wherein the power transmission section uses resonance
operation to perform the power transmission.

(18) The feed unit according to any one of (1) to (17),
wherein the operation stop section includes a voltage detec-
tion section that 1s configured to detect the voltage between
the mput and the output.

(19) A feed system provided with one or a plurality of
clectronic apparatuses and a feed unit configured to perform
power transmission on the electronic apparatuses, the feed
unit including:

a power transmission section configured to perform the
power transmission with use of a magnetic field or an
electronic field;

a power limiting section provided on a power supply line
from an external power source to the power transmis-
sion section; and

an operation stop section configured to forcibly stop the
power transmission, wherein

the operation stop section forcibly stops the power trans-
mission when a voltage between an input and an output
of the power limiting section exceeds a first threshold,
and

the power limiting section forcibly interrupts power supply
to the power transmission section when the voltage between
the mput and the output exceeds a second threshold, the
second threshold being larger than the first threshold.

This application 1s based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-231766
filed on Oct. 21, 2011, and the Japanese Patent Application
No. 2012-92848 filed on Apr. 16, 2012, both filed with the
Japan Patent Oflice, the entire contents of these applications
are incorporated herein by reference.

It should be understood by those skilled i the art that
various modifications, combinations, sub-combinations, and
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and
other factors insofar as they are within the scope of the
appended claims or the equivalents thereof.

The mvention claimed 1is:

1. A feed unit, comprising:

a power transmission section configured to transmit first
power via a magnetic field or an electric field;

a power limiting section configured to supply second
power from an external power source to the power
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transmission section via a power supply line, wherein
the power limiting section includes
an error amplifier configured to control the supply of
the second power based on a potential difference
between a reference voltage applied to the error 5
amplifier and a first input voltage applied to the error
amplifier, wherein the first input voltage corresponds
to an mput current supplied from the external power
SOUrce;
an operation stop section comprising a switching circuit, 10
wherein
the switching circuit 1s configured to stop the transmis-
sion of the first power based on a diflerence between
a second 1nput voltage of the power limiting section
and an output voltage of the power limiting section 15
that exceeds a threshold value; and
a control section configured to control the power limiting
section and the operation stop section,
wherein the control section 1s configured to receive the
second power independent of a state of the power 20
limiting section or the operation stop section.
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