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AUTOMATIC FIELD EXTRACTION FROM
FILED VALUES

BACKGROUND

Modern data centers often imnclude thousands of hosts that
operate collectively to service requests from even larger
numbers of remote clients. During operation, components of
these data centers can produce significant volumes of
machine-generated data. In order to reduce the size of the
data, 1t 1s typically pre-processed betore 1t 1s stored. In some
instances, the pre-processing includes extracting and storing
some of the data, but discarding the remainder of the data.
Although this may save storage space in the short term, it
can be undesirable in the long term. For example, i the
discarded data 1s later determined to be of use, it may no
longer be available.

In some instances, techniques have been developed to
apply minmimal processing to the data in an attempt to
preserve more of the data for later use. For example, the data
may be maintained 1n a relatively unstructured form to
reduce the loss of relevant data. Unfortunately, the unstruc-
tured nature of much of this data has made 1t challenging to
perform i1ndexing and searching operations because of the
difficulty of applying semantic meaning to unstructured
data. As the number of hosts and clients associated with a
data center continues to grow, processing large volumes of
machine-generated data in an intelligent manner and eflec-
tively presenting the results of such processing continues to
be a priornity. Moreover, processing of the data may return a
large amount of information that can be diflicult for a user
to mterpret. For example, 1 a user submits a search of the
data, the user may be provided with a large set of search
results for the data but may not know how the search results
relate to the data itself or how the search results relate to one
another. As a result, a user may have a diflicult time
deciphering what portions of the data or the search results
are relevant to her/his inquiry.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present invention are directed to
extracting fields from extracted event fields. In accordance
with aspects of the present disclosure, an extraction rule can
be used to extract values from events using an extraction
rule, which i1dentifies the values and a field label correspond-
ing to the values in the values of a previously extracted field
of the events. The newly extracted values can be assigned to
a field of the events (e.g., as a new field). Furthermore, the
extracted field label can be assigned to the field.

The previously extracted field may have been extracted
using any suitable means, such as an extraction rule that only
identifies and extracts values for a field, or an extraction rule
that extracts field label-value pairs for a field. In some cases,
the field that 1s assigned the values of the extracted field
label-value pairs 1s assigned a field label that 1s different than
the field label of the extracted field label-value pairs. As an
example, a modified version of the extracted field label
could be assigned to the field. The modified version of the
extracted field label may indicate the event attribute the
values were extracted from. For example, the extracted field
label could be prepended or otherwise supplemented with
text from a field label assigned to the previously extracted
field to generate the modified version of the extracted field
label.

In some cases, the extraction of the new values 1s part of
a command of a search query that automatically extracts all
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field label-value pairs 1dentified i the values of the previ-
ously extracted field. In doing so, one of the field label-value
pairs may be identified for each first text portion separated
by one or more designated demarcating characters (e.g.,
“=") from a second text portion in the values of the previ-
ously extracted field. Each unique first text portion may be
used 1n a field label for a new field, with the second text
portion being used as a value for the new field. Thus, the
command may generate multiple newly extracted fields.
Furthermore, each extracted field could be assigned a modi-
fied version of 1ts respective field label that was prepended
or otherwise supplemented with text from the field label
assigned to the previously extracted field.

This summary 1s provided to introduce a selection of
concepts 1 a simplified form that are further described
below 1n the detailed description. This summary 1s not
intended to 1dentify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor 1s it intended to be used 1n
1solation as an aid in determining the scope of the claimed

subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Implementations of the present disclosure are described 1n
detail below with reference to the attached drawing figures,
wherein:

FIG. 1 presents a block diagram of an event-processing,
system 1n accordance with the disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 2 presents a flowchart illustrating how indexers
process, mndex, and store data recerved from forwarders in
accordance with the disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 3 presents a tlowchart illustrating how a search head
and indexers perform a search query in accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 4 presents a block diagram of a system for process-
ing search requests that uses extraction rules for field values
in accordance with the disclosed embodiments.

FIG. § illustrates an exemplary search query received
from a client and executed by search peers 1n accordance
with the disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 6 A 1llustrates a search screen 1n accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 6B 1illustrates a data summary dialog that enables a
user to select various data sources 1n accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 7A illustrates a key indicators view 1n accordance
with the disclosed embodiments.

FI1G. 7B 1llustrates an incident review dashboard 1n accor-
dance with the disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 7C 1illustrates a proactive monitoring tree in accor-
dance with the disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 7D illustrates a screen displaying both log data and
performance data 1n accordance with the disclosed embodi-
ments.

FIG. 8A 1llustrates a search screen 1n accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 8B 1llustrates a search screen in accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 8C 1llustrates a search screen 1n accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 8D illustrates a search screen 1n accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.

FI1G. 8E illustrates a search screen in accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 8F 1llustrates a search screen 1n accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.
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FIG. 8G illustrates events 1 a table format including
fields extracted from the events.

FIG. 9 illustrates an option menu in accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 10 1llustrates command entry lists in accordance
with the disclosed embodiments.

FI1G. 11 illustrates a selection interface 1n accordance with
the disclosed embodiments.

FI1G. 12 illustrates a log chat interface 1n accordance with
the disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 13 presents a flowchart 1llustrating cell-based table
manipulation 1 accordance with the disclosed embodi-
ments.

FIG. 14 presents a flowchart illustrating column-based
table manipulation 1n accordance with the disclosed embodi-
ments.

FIG. 15 presents a flowchart illustrating text-based table
manipulation 1 accordance with the disclosed embodi-
ments.

FIG. 16 presents a tlowchart 1llustrating command entry
list interaction in accordance with the disclosed embodi-
ments.

FIG. 17 presents a flowchart 1llustrating enforcing depen-
dency between search queries 1n accordance with the dis-
closed embodiments.

FIG. 18 presents a flowchart illustrating distinguishing
field labels from multiple extractions in accordance with the
disclosed embodiments.

FIG. 19 presents a flowchart illustrating extracting from
extracted event fields in accordance with the disclosed
embodiments.

FIG. 20 presents a flowchart illustrating displaying at
least portions of first and second events sets 1n a visually
distinct display format in accordance with the disclosed
embodiments.

FIG. 21 presents a flowchart illustrating suggested field
extraction in accordance with the disclosed embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The subject matter of embodiments of the invention 1s
described with specificity herein to meet statutory require-
ments. However, the description itself 1s not intended to
limit the scope of this patent. Rather, the inventors have
contemplated that the claimed subject matter might be
embodied 1n other ways, to include different steps or com-
binations of steps similar to the ones described in this
document, in conjunction with other present or future tech-
nologies. Moreover, although the terms “step” and/or
“block™ may be used herein to connote diflerent elements of
methods employed, the terms should not be interpreted as
implying any particular order among or between various
steps herein disclosed unless and except when the order of
individual steps 1s explicitly described.

1.1 Overview

Modern data centers often comprise thousands of host
computer systems that operate collectively to service
requests from even larger numbers of remote clients. During
operation, these data centers generate significant volumes of
performance data and diagnostic information that can be
analyzed to quickly diagnose performance problems. In
order to reduce the size of this performance data, the data 1s
typically pre-processed prior to being stored based on antici-
pated data-analysis needs. For example, pre-specified data
items can be extracted from the performance data and stored
in a database to facilitate ethicient retrieval and analysis at
search time. However, the rest of the performance data 1s not

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

saved and 1s essentially discarded during pre-processing. As
storage capacity becomes progressively cheaper and more
plentiful, there are fewer incentives to discard this perfor-
mance data and many reasons to keep 1it.

This plentiful storage capacity 1s presently making it
feasible to store massive quantities of mimimally processed
performance data at “ingestion time” for later retrieval and
analysis at “search time.” Note that performing the analysis
operations at search time provides greater flexibility because
it enables an analyst to search all of the performance data,
instead of searching pre-specified data items that were stored
at mngestion time. This enables the analyst to investigate
different aspects of the performance data instead of being
confined to the pre-specified set of data items that were
selected at 1ngestion time.

However, analyzing massive quantities of heterogeneous
performance data at search time can be a challenging task.
A data center may generate heterogeneous performance data
from thousands of different components, which can collec-
tively generate tremendous volumes of performance data
that can be time-consuming to analyze. For example, this
performance data can include data from system logs, net-
work packet data, sensor data, and data generated by various
applications. Also, the unstructured nature of much of this
performance data can pose additional challenges because of
the difliculty of applying semantic meaning to unstructured
data, and the dificulty of indexing and querying unstruc-
tured data using traditional database systems.

These challenges can be addressed by using an event-
based system, such as the SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE system
produced by Splunk Inc. of San Francisco, Calif., to store
and process performance data. The SPLUNK® ENTER-
PRISE system 1s the leading platform for providing real-
time operational intelligence that enables organizations to
collect, index, and harness machine-generated data from
various websites, applications, servers, networks, and
mobile devices that power their businesses. The SPLUNK®
ENTERPRISE system 1s particularly usetful for analyzing
unstructured performance data, which 1s commonly found in
system log files. Although many of the techniques described
herein are explained with reference to the SPLUNK®
ENTERPRISE system, the techniques are also applicable to
other types of data server systems.

In the SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE system, performance
data 1s stored as “events,” wherein each event comprises a
collection of performance data and/or diagnostic informa-
tion that 1s generated by a computer system and 1s correlated
with a specific point in time. Events can be derived from
“time series data,” wherein time series data comprises a
sequence of data points (e.g., performance measurements
from a computer system) that are associated with successive
pomnts 1n time and are typically spaced at umiform time
intervals. Events can also be derived from “structured” or
“unstructured” data. Structured data has a predefined format,
wherein specific data items with specific data formats reside
at predefined locations 1n the data. For example, structured
data can include data items stored in fields in a database
table. In contrast, unstructured data does not have a pre-
defined format. This means that unstructured data can com-
prise various data 1tems having diflerent data types that can
reside at different locations. For example, when the data
source 1s an operating system log, an event can 1nclude one
or more lines from the operating system log containing raw
data that includes different types of performance and diag-
nostic mformation associated with a specific point 1n time.
Examples of data sources from which an event may be
derived include, but are not limited to: web servers; appli-
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cation servers; databases; firewalls; routers; operating sys-
tems; and software applications that execute on computer
systems, mobile devices, and sensors. The data generated by
such data sources can be produced 1n various forms 1nclud-
ing, for example and without limitation, server log files,
activity log files, configuration {files, messages, network
packet data, performance measurements, and sensor mea-
surements. An event typically includes a timestamp that may
be derived from the raw data in the event, or may be
determined through 1nterpolation between temporally proxi-
mate events having known timestamps.

The SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE system also facilitates
using a flexible schema to specity how to extract informa-
tion from the event data, wherein the tlexible schema may be
developed and redefined as needed. Note that a flexible
schema may be applied to event data “on the fly,” when 1t 1s
needed (e.g., at search time), rather than at ingestion time of
the data as in traditional database systems. Because the
schema 1s not applied to event data until it 1s needed (e.g.,
at search time), 1t 1s referred to as a “late-binding schema.”

During operation, the SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE system
starts with raw data, which can include unstructured data,
machine data, performance measurements, or other time-
series data, such as data obtained from weblogs, syslogs, or
sensor readings. It divides this raw data into “portions,” and
optionally transforms the data to produce timestamped
events. The system stores the timestamped events 1n a data
store, and enables a user to run queries against the data store
to retrieve events that meet specified criteria, such as con-
taining certain keywords or having specific values 1n defined
fields. Note that the term “field” refers to a location 1n the
event data containing a value for a specific data item.

As noted above, the SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE system
facilitates using a late-binding schema while performing
queries on events. A late-binding schema specifies “extrac-
tion rules” that are applied to data 1n the events to extract
values for specific fields. More specifically, the extraction
rules for a field can include one or more instructions that
specily how to extract a value for the field from the event
data. An extraction rule can generally include any type of
instruction for extracting values from data 1n events. In some
cases, an extraction rule comprises a regular expression, 1n
which case the rule 1s referred to as a “regex rule.”

In contrast to a conventional schema for a database
system, a late-binding schema 1s not defined at data inges-
tion time. Instead, the late-binding schema can be developed
on an ongoing basis until the time a query is actually
executed. This means that extraction rules for the fields 1n a
query may be provided 1n the query itself, or may be located
during execution of the query. Hence, as an analyst learns
more about the data 1n the events, the analyst can continue
to refine the late-binding schema by adding new fields,
deleting fields, or changing the field extraction rules until the
next time the schema 1s used by a query. Because the
SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE system maintains the underlying
raw data and provides a late-binding schema for searching
the raw data, 1t enables an analyst to mvestigate questions
that arise as the analyst learns more about the events.

In the SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE system, a field extractor
may be configured to automatically generate extraction rules
for certain fields 1in the events when the events are being
created, mdexed, or stored, or possibly at a later time.
Alternatively, a user may manually define extraction rules
for fields using a variety of techniques.

Also, a number of “default fields™ that specily metadata
about the events rather than data 1n the events themselves
can be created automatically. For example, such default
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fields can specily: a timestamp for the event data; a host
from which the event data originated; a source of the event
data; and a source type for the event data. These default
fields may be determined automatically when the events are
created, indexed or stored.

In some embodiments, a common field name may be used
to reference two or more fields containing equivalent data
items, even though the fields may be associated with dii-
ferent types of events that possibly have diflerent data
formats and different extraction rules. By enabling a com-
mon field name to be used to identily equivalent fields from
different types of events generated by diflerent data sources,
the system facilitates use of a “common 1information model™
(CIM) across the different data sources.

1.2 Data Server System

FIG. 1 presents a block diagram of an exemplary event-
processing system 100, similar to the SPLUNK® ENTER-
PRISE system. System 100 includes one or more forwarders
101 that collect data obtained from a variety of different data
sources 105, and one or more indexers 102 that store,
process, and/or perform operations on this data, wherein
cach indexer operates on data contained 1n a specific data
store 103. These forwarders and indexers can comprise
separate computer systems in a data center, or may alterna-
tively comprise separate processes executing on various
computer systems in a data center.

During operation, the forwarders 101 identify which
indexers 102 will receive the collected data and then forward
the data to the identified indexers. Forwarders 101 can also
perform operations to strip out extraneous data and detect
timestamps 1n the data. The forwarders next determine
which 1ndexers 102 will receive each data item and then
forward the data items to the determined mdexers 102.

Note that distributing data across different indexers facili-
tates parallel processing. This parallel processing can take
place at data mgestion time, because multiple indexers can
process the mcoming data in parallel. The parallel process-
ing can also take place at search time, because multiple
indexers can search through the data in parallel.

System 100 and the processes described below with
respect to FIGS. 1-5 are further described 1n “Exploring
Splunk Search Processing Language (SPL) Primer and
Cookbook™ by David Carasso, CITO Research, 2012, and 1n
“Optimizing Data Analysis With a Semi-Structured Time
Series Database” by Ledion Bitincka, Archana Ganapathi,
Stephen Sorkin, and Steve Zhang, SLAML, 2010, each of
which 1s hereby incorporated herein by reference 1n its
entirety for all purposes.

1.3 Data Ingestion

FIG. 2 presents a flowchart illustrating how an indexer
processes, indexes, and stores data received from forwarders
in accordance with the disclosed embodiments. At block
201, the indexer receives the data from the forwarder. Next,
at block 202, the indexer apportions the data into events.
Note that the data can include lines of text that are separated
by carnage returns or line breaks and an event may include
one or more of these lines. During the apportioning process,
the indexer can use heuristic rules to automatically deter-
mine the boundaries of the events, which for example
coincide with line boundaries. These heuristic rules may be
determined based on the source of the data, wherein the
indexer can be explicitly informed about the source of the
data or can infer the source of the data by examining the
data. These heuristic rules can include regular expression-
based rules or delimiter-based rules for determining event
boundaries, wherein the event boundaries may be indicated
by predefined characters or character strings. These pre-
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defined characters may include punctuation marks or other
special characters including, for example, carriage returns,
tabs, spaces or line breaks. In some cases, a user can
fine-tune or configure the rules that the indexers use to
determine event boundaries in order to adapt the rules to the
user’s speciiic requirements.

Next, the indexer determines a timestamp for each event
at block 203. As mentioned above, these timestamps can be
determined by extracting the time directly from data in the
event, or by interpolating the time based on timestamps from
temporally proximate events. In some cases, a timestamp
can be determined based on the time the data was received
or generated. The indexer subsequently associates the deter-
mined timestamp with each event at block 204, for example
by storing the timestamp as metadata for each event.

Then, the system can apply transformations to data to be
included 1 events at block 205. For log data, such trans-
formations can include removing a portion of an event (e.g.,
a portion used to define event boundaries, extraneous text,
characters, etc.) or removing redundant portions of an event.
Note that a user can specily portions to be removed using a
regular expression or any other possible technique.

Next, a keyword index can optionally be generated to
tacilitate fast keyword searching for events. To build a
keyword index, the indexer first identifies a set of keywords
in block 206. Then, at block 207 the indexer includes the
identified keywords in an index, which associates each
stored keyword with references to events containing that
keyword (or to locations within events where that keyword
1s located). When an indexer subsequently receives a key-
word-based query, the indexer can access the keyword index
to quickly i1dentily events containing the keyword.

In some embodiments, the keyword index may include
entries for name-value pairs found i1n events, wherein a
name-value pair can mclude a pair of keywords connected
by a symbol, such as an equals sign or colon. In this way,
events containing these name-value pairs can be quickly
located. In some embodiments, ficlds can automatically be
generated for some or all of the name-value pairs at the time
of indexing. For example, 1f the string “dest=10.0.1.2" 1s
found 1n an event, a field named “dest” may be created for
the event, and assigned a value of “10.0.1.2.”

Finally, the indexer stores the events 1in a data store at
block 208, wherein a timestamp can be stored with each
cvent to facilitate searching for events based on a time range.
In some cases, the stored events are organized into a
plurality of buckets, wherein each bucket stores events
associated with a specific time range. This not only improves
time-based searches, but 1t also allows events with recent
timestamps that may have a higher likelihood of being
accessed to be stored in faster memory to facilitate faster
retrieval. For example, a bucket containing the most recent
events can be stored 1n tlash memory nstead of on hard disk.

Each imndexer 102 1s responsible for storing and searching,
a subset of the events contained 1n a corresponding data store
103. By distributing events among the indexers and data
stores, the indexers can analyze events for a query in
parallel, for example using map-reduce techniques, wherein
cach indexer returns partial responses for a subset of events
to a search head that combines the results to produce an
answer for the query. By storing events in buckets for
specific time ranges, an indexer may Ilurther optimize
searching by looking only 1n buckets for time ranges that are
relevant to a query.

Moreover, events and buckets can also be replicated
across different indexers and data stores to facilitate high
availability and disaster recovery as 1s described i U.S.
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patent application Ser. No. 14/266,812 filed on 30 Apr. 2014,
and 1n U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/266,8177 also filed
on 30 Apr. 2014.

1.4 Query Processing

FIG. 3 presents a flowchart illustrating how a search head
and indexers perform a search query in accordance with the
disclosed embodiments. At the start of this process, a search
head receives a search query from a client at block 301.
Next, at block 302, the search head analyzes the search
query to determine what portions can be delegated to
indexers and what portions need to be executed locally by
the search head. At block 303, the search head distributes the
determined portions of the query to the indexers. Note that
commands that operate on single events can be trivially
delegated to the indexers, while commands that involve
events from multiple indexers are harder to delegate.

Then, at block 304, the indexers to which the query was
distributed search their data stores for events that are respon-
s1ve to the query. To determine which events are responsive
to the query, the indexer searches for events that match the
criteria specified in the query. This criteria can include
matching keywords or specific values for certain fields. In a
query that uses a late-binding schema, the searching opera-
tions 1 block 304 may involve using the late-binding
scheme to extract values for specified fields from events at
the time the query 1s processed. Next, the indexers can either
send the relevant events back to the search head, or use the
events to calculate a partial result, and send the partial result
back to the search head.

Finally, at block 3035, the search head combines the partial
results and/or events recerved from the mndexers to produce
a final result for the query. This final result can comprise
different types of data depending upon what the query 1is
asking for. For example, the final results can include a listing
of matching events returned by the query, or some type of
visualization of data from the returned events. In another
example, the final result can include one or more calculated
values derived from the matching events.

Moreover, the results generated by system 100 can be
returned to a client using diflerent techniques. For example,
one technique streams results back to a client 1n real-time as
they are 1dentified. Another technique waits to report results
to the client until a complete set of results 1s ready to return
to the client. Yet another technique streams interim results
back to the client 1n real-time until a complete set of results
1s ready, and then returns the complete set of results to the
client. In another technique, certain results are stored as
“search jobs,” and the client may subsequently retrieve the
results by referencing the search jobs.

The search head can also perform various operations to
make the search more etlicient. For example, before the
search head starts executing a query, the search head can
determine a time range for the query and a set of common
keywords that all matching events must include. Next, the
search head can use these parameters to query the indexers
to obtain a superset of the eventual results. Then, during a
filtering stage, the search head can perform field-extraction
operations on the superset to produce a reduced set of search
results.

1.5 Field Extraction

FIG. 4 presents a block diagram 1llustrating how fields can
be extracted during query processing 1n accordance with the
disclosed embodiments. At the start of this process, a search
query 402 i1s received at a query processor 404. Query
processor 404 includes various mechanisms for processing a
query, wherein these mechanisms can reside in a search head
104 and/or an 1indexer 102. Note that the exemplary search
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query 402 illustrated 1n FIG. 4 1s expressed in Search
Processing Language (SPL), which 1s used in conjunction
with the SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE system. SPL 1s a pipe-
lined search language 1n which a set of 1inputs 1s operated on
by a first command in a command line, and then a subse-
quent command following the pipe symbol “I”” operates on
the results produced by the first command, and so on for
additional commands. Search query 402 can also be
expressed 1n other query languages, such as the Structured
Query Language (“SQL”) or any suitable query language.

Upon receiving search query 402, query processor 404
sees that search query 402 includes two fields “IP” and
“target.” Query processor 404 also determines that the
values for the “IP” and ““target” fields have not already been
extracted from events 1n data store 414, and consequently
determines that query processor 404 needs to use extraction
rules to extract values for the fields. Hence, query processor
404 performs a lookup for the extraction rules in a rule base
406, wherein rule base 406 maps field names to correspond-
ing extraction rules and obtains extraction rules 408-409,
wherein extraction rule 408 specifies how to extract a value
for the “IP” field from an event, and extraction rule 409
specifies how to extract a value for the “target” field from an
event. As 1s illustrated in FIG. 4, extraction rules 408-409
can comprise regular expressions that specily how to extract
values for the relevant fields. Such regular-expression-based
extraction rules are also referred to as “regex rules.” In
addition to specilying how to extract field values, the
extraction rules may also include 1nstructions for deriving a
field value by performing a function on a character string or
value retrieved by the extraction rule. For example, a
transformation rule may truncate a character string, or
convert the character string 1nto a different data format. In
some cases, the query 1tself can specily one or more extrac-
tion rules.

Next, query processor 404 sends extraction rules 408-409
to a field extractor 412, which applies extraction rules
408-409 to events 416-418 1n a data store 414. Note that data
store 414 can include one or more data stores, and extraction
rules 408-409 can be applied to large numbers of events in
data store 414, and are not meant to be limited to the three
cvents 416-418 1llustrated 1n FIG. 4. Moreover, the query
processor 404 can instruct field extractor 412 to apply the
extraction rules to all the events 1n a data store 414, or to a
subset of the events that have been filtered based on some
criteria.

Next, field extractor 412 applies extraction rule 408 for
the first command “Search IP="10*"" to events in data store
414 including events 416-418. Extraction rule 408 1s used to
extract values for the IP address field from events i data
store 414 by looking for a pattern of one or more digits,
tollowed by a period, followed again by one or more digits,
tollowed by another period, followed again by one or more
digits, followed by another period, and followed again by
one or more digits. Next, field extractor 412 returns field
values 420 to query processor 404, which uses the criterion
IP="10*" to look for IP addresses that start with “10”. Note
that events 416 and 417 match this criterion, but event 418
does not, so the result set for the first command i1s events
416-417.

Query processor 404 then sends events 416-417 to the
next command “stats count target.” To process this com-
mand, query processor 404 causes field extractor 412 to
apply extraction rule 409 to events 416-417. Extraction rule
409 1s used to extract values for the target field for events
416-417 by skipping the first four commas in events 416-
417, and then extracting all of the following characters until
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a comma or period 1s reached. Next, field extractor 412
returns field values 421 to query processor 404, which
executes the command “stats count target” to count the
number of unique values contained 1n the target fields, which
in this example produces the value “2” that 1s returned as a
final result 422 for the query.

Note that query results can be returned to a client, a search
head, or any other system component for further processing.
In general, query results may include: a set of one or more
events; a set of one or more values obtained from the events;
a subset of the values; statistics calculated based on the
values; a report containing the values; or a visualization,
such as a graph or chart, generated from the values.

1.6 Exemplary Search Screen

FIG. 6A 1illustrates an exemplary search screen 600 1n
accordance with the disclosed embodiments. Search screen
600 includes a search bar 602 that accepts user input 1n the
form of a search string. It also includes a time range picker
612 that enables the user to specily a time range for the
search. For “historical searches™ the user can select a spe-
cific time range, or alternatively a relative time range, such
as “today,” “yesterday” or “last week.” For “real-time
searches,” the user can select the size of a preceding time
window to search for real-time events. Search screen 600
also mitially displays a “data summary” dialog as 1s 1llus-
trated 1n FIG. 6B that enables the user to select diflerent
sources for the event data, for example by selecting specific
hosts and log files.

After the search 1s executed, the search screen 600 can
display the results through search results tabs 604, wherein
search results tabs 604 1include: an “events tab™ that displays
various information about events returned by the search; a
“statistics tab” that displays statistics about the search
results; and a “visualization tab” that displays various visu-
alizations of the search results. The events tab illustrated 1n
FIG. 6A displays a timeline graph 603 that graphically
illustrates the number of events that occurred 1n one-hour
intervals over the selected time range. It also displays an
events list 608 that enables a user to view the raw data 1n
cach of the returned events. It additionally displays a fields
sidebar 606 that includes statistics about occurrences of
specific fields 1in the returned events, including “selected
fields” that are pre-selected by the user, and “interesting
fields™ that are automatically selected by the system based
on pre-specified criteria.

1.7 Acceleration Techniques

The above-described system provides significant flexibil-
ity by enabling a user to analyze massive quantities of
minimally processed performance data “on the fly” at search
time 1nstead of storing pre-specified portions of the perfor-
mance data in a database at ingestion time. This tlexibility
enables a user to see correlations 1n the performance data
and perform subsequent queries to examine interesting
aspects of the performance data that may not have been
apparent at ingestion time.

However, performing extraction and analysis operations
at search time can 1nvolve a large amount of data and require
a large number of computational operations, which can
cause considerable delays while processing the queries.
Fortunately, a number of acceleration techniques have been
developed to speed up analysis operations performed at
search time. These techmiques include: (1) performing
search operations in parallel by formulating a search as a
map-reduce computation; (2) using a keyword index; (3)
using a high performance analytics store; and (4) acceler-
ating the process of generating reports. These techniques are
described in more detail below.
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1.7.1 Map-Reduce Technique

To facilitate faster query processing, a query can be
structured as a map-reduce computation, wherein the “map”
operations are delegated to the indexers, while the corre-
sponding “reduce” operations are performed locally at the
search head. For example, FIG. 5 illustrates how a search
query 501 recerved from a client at search head 104 can be
split 1mnto two phases, imncluding: (1) a “map phase” com-
prising subtasks 502 (e.g., data retrieval or simple filtering)
that may be performed in parallel and are “mapped” to
indexers 102 for execution, and (2) a “reduce phase” com-
prising a merging operation 503 to be executed by the search
head when the results are ultimately collected from the
indexers.

During operation, upon receiving search query 501,
search head 104 modifies search query 501 by substituting
“stats” with “prestats”™ to produce search query 502, and then
distributes search query 502 to one or more distributed
indexers, which are also referred to as “search peers.” Note
that search queries may generally specily search criteria or
operations to be performed on events that meet the search
criteria. Search queries may also specily field names, as well
as search criteria for the values in the fields or operations to
be performed on the values 1n the fields. Moreover, the
search head may distribute the full search query to the search
peers as 1s 1llustrated 1n FIG. 3, or may alternatively dis-
tribute a modified version (e.g., a more restricted version) of
the search query to the search peers. In this example, the
indexers are responsible for producing the results and send-
ing them to the search head. After the indexers return the
results to the search head, the search head performs the
merging operations 503 on the results. Note that by execut-
ing the computation in this way, the system eflectively

distributes the computational operations while minimizing
data transfers.

1.7.2 Keyword Index

As described above with reference to the tlow charts 1n
FIGS. 2 and 3, event-processing system 100 can construct
and maintain one or more keyword indices to facilitate
rapidly 1dentifying events containing specific keywords.
This can greatly speed up the processing of queries involv-
ing specific keywords. As mentioned above, to build a
keyword 1index, an indexer first 1dentifies a set of keywords.
Then, the indexer includes the i1dentified keywords in an
index, which associates each stored keyword with references
to events containing that keyword, or to locations within
events where that keyword i1s located. When an indexer
subsequently receives a keyword-based query, the indexer
can access the keyword index to quickly identily events
containing the keyword.

1.7.3 High Performance Analytics Store

To speed up certain types of queries, some embodiments
of system 100 make use of a high performance analytics
store, which 1s referred to as a “summarization table,” that
contains entries for specific field-value pairs. Each of these
entries keeps track of instances of a specific value 1n a
specific field 1in the event data and includes references to
events containing the specific value 1n the specific field. For
example, an exemplary entry in a summarization table can
keep track of occurrences of the value “94107” i a “ZIP
code” field of a set of events, wherein the entry includes
references to all of the events that contain the value “94107”
in the ZIP code field. This enables the system to quickly
process queries that seek to determine how many events
have a particular value for a particular field, because the
system can examine the entry in the summarization table to
count instances of the specific value 1n the field without
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having to go through the individual events or do extractions
at search time. Also, 1f the system needs to process all events
that have a specific field-value combination, the system can
use the references 1n the summarization table entry to
directly access the events to extract further information
without having to search all of the events to find the specific
field-value combination at search time.

In some embodiments, the system maintains a separate
summarization table for each of the above-described time-
specific buckets that stores events for a specific time range,
wherein a bucket-specific summarization table includes
entries for specific field-value combinations that occur 1n
events 1n the specific bucket. Alternatively, the system can
maintain a separate summarization table for each indexer,
wherein the indexer-specific summarization table only
includes entries for the events 1n a data store that 1s managed
by the specific indexer.

The summarization table can be populated by running a
“collection query” that scans a set of events to find instances
of a specific ficld-value combination, or alternatively
instances of all field-value combinations for a specific field.
A collection query can be mitiated by a user, or can be
scheduled to occur automatically at specific time intervals.
A collection query can also be automatically launched in
response to a query that asks for a specific field-value
combination.

In some cases, the summarization tables may not cover all
of the events that are relevant to a query. In this case, the
system can use the summarization tables to obtain partial
results for the events that are covered by summarization
tables, but may also have to search through other events that
are not covered by the summarization tables to produce
additional results. These additional results can then be
combined with the partial results to produce a final set of
results for the query. This summarization table and associ-
ated techmiques are described in more detail in U.S. Pat. No.
8,682,925, 1ssued on Mar. 25, 2014.

1.7.4 Accelerating Report Generation

In some embodiments, a data server system such as the
SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE system can accelerate the pro-
cess ol periodically generating updated reports based on
query results. To accelerate this process, a summarization
engine automatically examines the query to determine
whether generation of updated reports can be accelerated by
creating intermediate summaries. (This 1s possible 1f results
from preceding time periods can be computed separately and
combined to generate an updated report. In some cases, it 1s
not possible to combine such incremental results, for
example where a value 1n the report depends on relation-
ships between events from different time periods.) If reports
can be accelerated, the summarization engine periodically
generates a summary covering data obtained during a latest
non-overlapping time period. For example, where the query
secks events meeting a specified criteria, a summary for the
time period includes only events within the time period that
meet the specified criteria. Similarly, if the query seeks
statistics calculated from the events, such as the number of
events that match the specified criteria, then the summary for
the time period includes the number of events 1n the period
that match the specified criternia.

In parallel with the creation of the summaries, the sum-
marization engine schedules the periodic updating of the
report associated with the query. During each scheduled
report update, the query engine determines whether inter-
mediate summaries have been generated covering portions
of the time period covered by the report update. It so, then
the report 1s generated based on the information contained in
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the summaries. Also, 1f additional event data has been
received and has not yet been summarized, and i1s required
to generate the complete report, the query can be run on this
additional event data. Then, the results returned by this
query on the additional event data, along with the partial
results obtained from the intermediate summaries, can be
combined to generate the updated report. This process 1s
repeated each time the report 1s updated. Alternatively, 11 the
system stores events 1n buckets covering specific time
ranges, then the summaries can be generated on a bucket-
by-bucket basis. Note that producing intermediate summa-
ries can save the work involved 1n re-running the query for
previous time periods, so only the newer event data needs to
be processed while generating an updated report. These

report acceleration techniques are described 1n more detail in
U.S. Pat. No. 8,589,403, 1ssued on Nov. 19, 2013, and U.S.
Pat. No. 8,412,696, 1ssued on Apr. 2, 2011.

1.8 Security Features

The SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE platiorm provides various
schemas, dashboards and visualizations that make 1t easy for

developers to create applications to provide additional capa-
bilities. One such application 1s the SPLUNK® APP FOR

ENTERPRISE SECURITY, which performs monitoring and
alerting operations and includes analytics to facilitate 1den-
tifying both known and unknown security threats based on
large volumes of data stored by the SPLUNK® ENTER-
PRISE system. This differs significantly from conventional
Security Information and Event Management (SIEM) sys-
tems that lack the infrastructure to eflectively store and
analyze large volumes of security-related event data. Tradi-
tional SIEM systems typically use fixed schemas to extract
data from pre-defined securnity-related fields at data ingestion
time, wheremn the extracted data i1s typically stored in a
relational database. This data extraction process (and asso-
ciated reduction 1n data size) that occurs at data ingestion
time inevitably hampers future incident investigations, when
all of the original data may be needed to determine the root
cause of a security 1ssue, or to detect the tiny fingerprints of
an 1mpending security threat.

In contrast, the SPLUNK® APP FOR ENTERPRISE
SECURITY system stores large volumes of minimally pro-
cessed security-related data at ingestion time for later
retrieval and analysis at search time when a live security
threat 1s being investigated. To facilitate this data retrieval
process, the SPLUNK® APP FOR ENTERPRISE SECU-
RITY provides pre-specified schemas for extracting relevant
values from the diflerent types of security-related event data,
and also enables a user to define such schemas.

The SPLUNK® APP FOR ENTERPRISE SECURITY
can process many types of security-related information. In
general, this security-related information can include any
information that can be used to identily security threats. For
example, the security-related information can include net-
work-related information, such as IP addresses, domain
names, asset identifiers, network trathc volume, uniform
resource locator strings, and source addresses. (The process
of detecting security threats for network-related information
1s further described in U.S. patent application Ser. Nos.
13/956,252, and 13/956,262.) Secunity-related information
can also include endpoint information, such as malware
infection data and system configuration information, as well
as access control information, such as login/logout informa-
tion and access failure notifications. The security-related
information can originate from various sources within a data
center, such as hosts, virtual machines, storage devices, and
sensors. The security-related information can also originate
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from various sources 1n a network, such as routers, switches,
email servers, proxy servers, gateways, firewalls, and intru-
sion-detection systems.

During operation, the SPLUNK® APP FOR ENTER-
PRISE SECURITY f{facilitates detecting so-called “notable
cvents” that are likely to indicate a security threat. These
notable events can be detected 1mn a number of ways: (1) an
analyst can notice a correlation 1n the data and can manually
identify a corresponding group of one or more events as
“notable;” or (2) an analyst can define a “correlation search”
specilying criteria for a notable event, and every time one or
more events satisty the criteria, the application can indicate
that the one or more events are notable. An analyst can
alternatively select a pre-defined correlation search provided
by the application. Note that correlation searches can be run
continuously or at regular intervals (e.g., every hour) to
search for notable events. Upon detection, notable events
can be stored 1n a dedicated “notable events index,” which
can be subsequently accessed to generate various visualiza-
tions containing security-related information. Also, alerts
can be generated to notily system operators when important
notable events are discovered.

The SPLUNK® APP FOR ENTERPRISE SECURITY
provides various visualizations to aid in discovering security
threats, such as a “key indicators view” that enables a user
to view security metrics ol interest, such as counts of
different types ol notable events. For example, FIG. 7A
illustrates an exemplary key indicators view 700 that com-
prises a dashboard, which can display a value 701, for
various security-related metrics, such as malware infections
702. It can also display a change 1 a metric value 703,
which 1indicates that the number of malware infections
increased by 63 during the preceding interval. Key indica-
tors view 700 additionally displays a histogram panel 704
that displays a histogram of notable events organized by
urgency values, and a histogram of notable events organized
by time 1ntervals. This key indicators view i1s described in
further detail 1n pending U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/956,338 filed Jul. 31, 2013.

These visualizations can also include an “incident review
dashboard” that enables a user to view and act on “notable
events.” These notable events can include: (1) a single event
of high importance, such as any activity from a known web
attacker; or (2) multiple events that collectively warrant
review, such as a large number of authentication failures on
a host followed by a successtul authentication. For example,
FIG. 7B illustrates an exemplary incident review dashboard
710 that includes a set of incident attribute fields 711 that, for
example, enables a user to specily a time range field 712 for
the displayed events. It also includes a timeline 713 that
graphically i1llustrates the number of incidents that occurred
in one-hour time intervals over the selected time range. It
additionally displays an events list 714 that enables a user to
view a list of all of the notable events that match the critenia
in the incident attributes fields 711. To facilitate identifying
patterns among the notable events, each notable event can be
associated with an urgency value (e.g., low, medium, high,
critical), which 1s indicated in the incident review dash-
board. The urgency value for a detected event can be
determined based on the severity of the event and the
priority of the system component associated with the event.
The incident review dashboard 1s described further in
“http://docs.splunk.com/Documentation/PCI/2.1.1/User/In-
cidentReviewdashboard.”

1.9 Data Center Monitoring,

As mentioned above, the SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE plat-

form provides various features that make 1t easy for devel-
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opers to create various applications. One such application 1s
the SPLUNK® APP FOR VMWARE®, which performs
monitoring operations and includes analytics to facilitate
diagnosing the root cause of performance problems 1n a data
center based on large volumes of data stored by the
SPLUNK® ENTERPRISE system.

This differs from conventional data-center-monitoring,
systems that lack the infrastructure to effectively store and
analyze large volumes of performance mformation and log
data obtained from the data center. In conventional data-
center-monitoring systems, this performance data i1s typi-
cally pre-processed prior to being stored, for example by
extracting pre-specified data items from the performance
data and storing them 1n a database to facilitate subsequent
retrieval and analysis at search time. However, the rest of the
performance data 1s not saved and 1s essentially discarded
during pre-processing. In contrast, the SPLUNK® APP FOR
VMWARE® stores large volumes of mimimally processed
performance mformation and log data at ingestion time for
later retrieval and analysis at search time when a live
performance 1ssue 1s being investigated.

The SPLUNK® APP FOR VMWARE® can process
many types of performance-related mnformation. In general,
this performance-related information can include any type of
performance-related data and log data produced by virtual
machines and host computer systems 1 a data center. In
addition to data obtained from various log files, this pertor-
mance-related information can include values for perfor-
mance metrics obtained through an application program-
ming 1interface (API) provided as part of the vSphere
Hypervisor™ system distributed by VMware, Inc. of Palo
Alto, Calif. For example, these performance metrics can
include: (1) CPU-related performance metrics; (2) disk-
related performance metrics; (3) memory-related perfor-
mance metrics; (4) network-related performance metrics; (5)
energy-usage statistics; (6) data-tratlic-related performance
metrics; (7) overall system availability performance metrics;
(8) cluster-related performance metrics; and (9) virtual
machine performance statistics. For more details about such
performance metrics, please see U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 14/167,316 filed 29 Jan. 2014, which 1s hereby incor-
porated herem by reference. Also, see “vSphere
Monitoring and Performance,” Update 1, vSphere 3.5,
EN-001357-00, http://pubs.vmware.com/vsphere-35/topic/
com.vmware.ICbhase/PDF/vsphere-esxi-vcenter-server-331 -
monitoring-performance-guide.pdf.

To facilitate retrieving information of interest from per-
formance data and log files, the SPLUNK® APP FOR
VMWARE® provides pre-specified schemas for extracting,
relevant values from different types ol performance-related
event data, and also enables a user to define such schemas.

The SPLUNK® APP FOR VMWARE® additionally pro-
vides various visualizations to facilitate detecting and diag-
nosing the root cause of performance problems. For
example, one such visualization 1s a “proactive monitoring
tree” that enables a user to easily view and understand
relationships among various factors that affect the perfor-
mance of a hierarchically structured computing system. This
proactive monitoring tree enables a user to easily navigate
the hierarchy by selectively expanding nodes representing
various entities (e.g., virtual centers or computing clusters)
to view performance information for lower-level nodes
associated with lower-level entities (e.g., virtual machines or
host systems). Exemplary node-expansion operations are
illustrated 1n FIG. 7C, wherein nodes 733 and 734 are
selectively expanded. Note that nodes 731-739 can be dis-
played using different patterns or colors to represent difler-
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ent performance states, such as a critical state, a warning
state, a normal state, or an unknown/oflline state. The ease
of navigation provided by selective expansion 1n combina-
tion with the associated performance-state nformation
cnables a user to quickly diagnose the root cause of a
performance problem. The proactive monitoring tree 1s
described 1n further detail in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
14/235,490 filed on 15 Apr. 2014, which 1s hereby incorpo-
rated herein by reference for all possible purposes.

The SPLUNK® APP FOR VMWARE® also provides a
user interface that enables a user to select a specific time
range and then view heterogeneous data, comprising events,
log data, and associated performance metrics, for the
selected time range. For example, the screen illustrated 1n
FIG. 7D displays a listing of recent “tasks and events” and
a listing of recent “log entries” for a selected time range
above a performance-metric graph for “average CPU core
utilization™ for the selected time range. Note that a user 1s
able to operate pull-down menus 742 to selectively display
different performance metric graphs for the selected time
range. This enables the user to correlate trends in the
performance-metric graph with corresponding event and log
data to quickly determine the root cause of a performance
problem. This user interface i1s described 1n more detail in
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/167,316 filed on 29 Jan.
2014, which 1s hereby incorporated herein by reference for
all possible purposes.

2.0 Additional Exemplary Search Screen

FIG. 8A 1llustrates exemplary search screen 800 in accor-
dance with some 1implementations of the present disclosure.
Search screen 800 may be utilized as part of a search
interface to display one or more events returned as part of a
search result set based on a search query. Display of an event
may include display of one or more event attributes of the
event, examples of which include extracted fields, metadata,
event raw data, and/or other types of data items assigned to
the event. Search screen 800 may also be utilized as part of
a search interface that allows a user to modily the search
query. Some exemplary options for modifying the search
query include any combination of deleting commands from
the search query, adding commands to the search query,
reordering one or more commands 1n the search query, and
modifying variables, parameters, arguments, and/or other
properties of commands 1n the search query.

Search screen 800 may also be utilized to update the
search result set to correspond to the modified search query
and to update the events that are displayed 1n search screen
800 to correspond to the updated search result set. In some
cases, based on a search query being modified, the search
query could be completely re-executed to retrieve new
search results and generate the updated search result set. In
other cases, the search query may only be partially executed.
For example, in implementations where a pipelined search
language, such as SPL, 1s employed for search queries,
additional commands that are added to a search query may
be applied to at least some previous search results. These and
other variations are possible for updating the search result
set to correspond to a search query.

By interacting with search screen 800 to create and/or
modily search queries, a user may utilize the search interface
to filter, sort, clean, enrich, analyze, report on, and/or
otherwise carryout functionality provided for by commands
in search queries. Furthermore, as the user generates modi-
fied search queries, the search result set can be updated, with
events displayed in search screen 800 being updated to
reflect the modifications. Utilizing this approach, a user may
iteratively modily a search query and view the impact of the
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modification via updated search results. This approach can
be employed to enable users to eflectively and efliciently
generate queries that return expected and desired results,
even without extensive knowledge of the underlying com-
mands and/or search language employed by the queries.

2.1 Exemplary Table Format

In various implementations, one or more events can be
displayed 1n a table format, such as table format 802 1n
search screen 800. The table format can be employed 1n
various interfaces for interacting with displayed events in
various ways and its use 1s not limited to search interfaces
or search screens. Events can be used to populate the table
format, and may be search results, such as 1n search screen
800, but could more generally be any type ol events.
Furthermore while 1in search screen 800, events are dis-
played via table format 802, other formats are possible in
various implementations contemplated herein.

Table format 802 comprises one or more columns, such as
columns 8044, 8045, 804¢, and 8044 and one or more rows,

such as rows 806a, 8065, 806c, 8064, and 806e. Table
format 802 can include additional rows and/or columns, not
shown in FIG. 8A, which may optionally be viewed by
scrolling search screen 800, or by other suitable means. The
scrolling may reveal additional events and/or additional
event attributes on search screen 800.

In the example shown, each row corresponds to an event.
By way of example, search screen 800 1s shown as display-
ing events 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, which are each search results of
a search result set that can 1nclude any number of additional
results that are not shown. A search results set may generally
include any number of search results. Each column corre-
sponds to an event attribute, such as an extracted field,
metadata about events (e.g., a default field), or event raw
data Each event attribute 1s assigned a respective attribute
label, which can be utilized to represent the corresponding
attribute 1n the table format. For example, row 806a corre-
sponds to event 1 and column 804a corresponds to an event
attribute of event 1 having an attribute label of _time,
comprising a timestamp data item. Other attribute labels
shown 1n FIG. 8 A include _raw, corresponding to event raw
data, source and host corresponding to metadata, and bytes,
clientip, method, and referer, corresponding to extracted
fields.

The rows 1n table format 802 form cells with the columns,
and each cell comprises a data 1item of an event attribute of
a corresponding column. For example, 1n search screen 800,
the event attribute having attribute label _time has a value of
2013-11-10T18:22:16.000-0800 for event 1, 2013-11-
10T1R8:22:15.000-0800 for event 2, and so on. Data items of
events are shown 1n FIG. 8A by a textual representation of
their value. Although not the case in the table formats shown
herein, 1t 1s possible that the underlying value could vary
from the textual representation. As an example, numeric data
items could be textually represented 1n rounded form. Fur-
thermore, some of the data items could be represented by
means other than a textual representation.

Data items 1n a column are assigned to an event attribute
forming sets of attribute-data 1tem pairs, with each data item
corresponding to a respective event for that event attribute.
Search screen 800 shows data items of multiple events for
cach event attribute. The displayed event attributes corre-
spond to the search result set, but other event attributes
corresponding to the search result set could potentially be
hidden from view or not included in a column.

In the present example, each row in table format 802
corresponds to a respective event and each column corre-
sponds to a respective event attribute of multiple events,
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with each cell comprising one or more data items of the
respective event attribute of the respective event. In some
cases, columns of the table format may be reordered 1n a
displayed search interface based on a user interaction with
the table format. For example, a user may select a column to
move (e.g., using a mouse) and drag the selected column to
a new position in the table format.

A search query corresponding to the search result set that
1s utilized to populate the cells of table format 802 can have
its constituent commands be at least partially represented 1n
search screen 800. One such approach is illustrated by
command entry list 808 in search screen 800. Exemplary
command entry lists will later be described in additional
detail, and for purposes of the present disclosure, can be
employed with other types of interfaces, which do not
necessarily include events displayed 1n a table format.

Command entry list 808 corresponds to at least a partial
representation of the commands of the search query and
comprises one or more command entries. Each command
entry 1s respectively representing one or more commands of
the search query. Furthermore, the list of search command
entries 1s displayed i a sequence corresponding to a
sequence of the search commands within the search query.
Another approach to at least partially representing search
commands of the search query in search screen 800 com-
prises utilizing a search bar, 1n addition to, or instead of a
command entry list. The search bar can accept user input 1n
the form of textual input to a search string that corresponds
to the search query.

2.2 Exemplary Interactions with a Table Format

In some implementations, a user can interact with one or
more events of a set of events (e.g., a search result set) that
are used to populate a table format by interacting with the
table format. For example, a user can interact with table
format 802, which 1s populated with at least some data 1tems
from events that correspond to the search result set.

In some respects, a user can make a selection of one or
more portions of the table format. Based on the selection, the
system causes for display one or more options (e.g., a list of
options) corresponding to the selected one or more portions.
Based on a user seclecting one of the displayed options,
operations corresponding to the displayed option can be
carried out by the system.

In implementations where the table format 1s part of a
search system, the interactions can be made to create and/or
modily search queries. In some approaches, a user makes a
selection of one or more portions of the table format. Based
on the selection, the search system causes for display one or
more options (e.g., a list of options) corresponding to the
selection. The search system can cause one or more com-
mands to be added to a search query that corresponds to the
set of events used to populate the table format, based on a
user selecting one of the options from the list of options. The
one or more commands that are added to the search query
can be based on (e.g., generated based on) at least the option
that 1s selected by the user, and potentially other factors,
such as one or more data items and/or one or more event
attributes in the selected one or more portions of the table
format.

Examples of selectable portions of a table format include
selectable rows, columns, cells, and text, which are
described 1n additional detail below. Depending on the
implementation employed, any combination of these table
clements may or may not be selectable. As an example, 1n
some 1mplementations, one or more cells may be selectable
without necessarily requiring other portions of the table
format to be selectable (1.e., only cells could be selectable).
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The same 1s true for other types of table elements, such as
columns, and text. Furthermore, 1n some cases portions of
the table format are individually selectable (e.g., individual
cells or individual columns could be selected). In addition,
or instead, portions may be selectable i groups (e.g.,
multiple cells or multiple columns could be selected).

FIGS. 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E, and 8F represent search screen 800
alter respective portions of table format 802 have been
selected by a user. FIG. 8B illustrates where a selected
portion 1s an mndividual cell (e.g., cell 810), although in some
implementations a user may select multiple cells. FIG. 8C
illustrates where a selected portion 1s an individual column
(c.g., column 804a). FIG. 8D illustrates where multiple
columns are selected (e.g., columns 8045 and 804c¢). FIG. 8E
illustrates where table format 802 1itself 1s selected. FIG. 8F
illustrates where a portion of a textual representation (text)
ol one or more data 1tems (e.g., portion 814 (a text portion)
of textual representation 812) 1s selected. It 1s noted that,
where multiple columns are selected by a user, the selected
columns need not be adjacent to one another, as shown.
Similarly, where multiple cells are selected in the table
format, those selected cells need not be adjacent to one
another.

Although many approaches exist for selection of portions
of a table format, 1n some implementations, a selectable
portion(s) may be highlighted or otherwise emphasized
when a pointer that 1s displayed in the user interface moves
over a particular region of the display (e.g., a region of the
table format) that corresponds to the selectable portion(s).
This feature 1s also referred to as highlight with rollover
(e.g., detected when a pointer moves over a region). One or
more highlighted selectable portions can then be selected in
response to additional user mput, such as a mouse click or
touch 1nput to select the selectable portions. A shift-click or
other method could be utilized to select additional selectable
portions.

By way of example, 1n search screen 800, each cell 1s
individually selectable and the region for each cell 1s sub-
stantially coextensive with the cell. For example, 1n FIG. 8B,
region 820a can be used to select cell 810, which 1s shown
as being emphasized and selected. Furthermore, each col-
umn 1s individually selectable and the region for each
column 1s coextensive with the column’s header, which
comprises an attribute label of the event attribute of the
column. For example, in FIG. 8C, region 82056 can be used
to select column 804a, which 1s shown as being emphasized
and selected. In implementations where rows are selectable,
the region for a row could similarly correspond to the row’s
header (displaying the event number 1n the present imple-
mentation).

Selection of a textual representation, or a portion thereof,
could optionally be handled, at least partially using highlight
with rollover. In search screen 800, a portion of a textual
representation may be selected by the user using a click,
drag to highlight, and release, as one example. Any of the
various characters 1n text of a textual representation may be
highlighted and selected, and 1n some implementations,
multiple textual representation portions could be selected
from multiple cells.

2.3 Exemplary Options

A variety of approaches are available for presenting
options that are displayed based on and corresponding to the
selection of one or more portions of the table format. In
some 1mplementations, options can be presented as a list of
selectable options. Options may appear 1n sidebar 830, or
clsewhere. In FIGS. 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E, and 8F, options are

displayed 1n option menus. Display locations of option
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menus can be based on the one or more portions of the table
format that are selected by the user. For example, option
menus can be configured to appear proximate to (e.g., over,
or adjacent to) the one or more selected portions of the table
format, as illustrated by option menus 826a, 82656, 826c¢,
826d, and 826¢.

FIG. 9 shows exemplary option menu 926 1n accordance
with i1mplementations of the present disclosure. Option
menu 926 comprises options 930a, 93056, 930c¢, and 9304,
and 1s utilized to describe exemplary configurations for
option menus, such as any ol option menus 826a, 8265,
826¢, 8264, and 826¢. In the present implementation, each
option can correspond to one or more commands that may
be included 1n a search query. However, in some cases,
options need not correspond to one or more commands that
may be included 1n a search query. Instead, the option may
be operable to interact with the system in some other
manner. Where, an option corresponds to a command, the
command may be provided to a search query utilizing a
format that includes a command 1dentifier that identifies the
command and one or more command elements of the
command, at least some of which may be optional (e.g.,
arguments, parameters, values, command options, and the
like). In particular, each command could correspond to a
pipelined search language command, such as an SPL com-
mand, or another type of command compatible with pro-
cessing of the search query.

In various implementations, option menu 926 1s a con-
textual menu. In this regard, one or more of the options in
option menu 926 can be included based on context related to
the selection that prompted option menu 926. For example,
option 930a may be included in option menu 926 in some
contexts, but not 1n others. This may be desirable in that 1t
may be more mtuitive for some options to be mvoked in
some selection contexts, but not in others. Furthermore, one
or more options in option menu 926 may be a contextual
option. In this regard, one or more commend elements for
any commands corresponding to an option may be incorpo-
rated mto the commands based on selection context. Fur-
thermore, at least some of the label of the option 1n option
menu 926 can be based on selection context.

In some respects, context can be based, at least partially
on the type or types of table elements of the table format
selected by the user. In various implementations, the pre-
sented option menu may include different options depending
on whether the selected portion of the table format 1s a
column, a cell, a portion of a textual representation of a data
item, or the table 1tsell. For example, option 930¢c may be
included 1n option menu 8265 for a selection of column
8044, but not 1n option menu 826a for a selection of cell 810.
This may be desirable in that 1t may be more intuitive for
some options to be invoked through selecting a column as
opposed to a cell, or vice versa. As an example, the option
may correspond to a command that operates on cells of a
column, or the column itself, and therefore might be more
intuitive when included as an option for a selected column.
As such, the option might be contextually included based on
selection of a column, but not based on selection of a cell.

Context can further be based on a number of selected
portions of the table format, or a number of selected portions
of the table format of one or more particular types of table
clements. For example, option 9304 may be included 1n
option menu 826¢ of FIG. 8D {for a selection of multiple
columns 8045 and 804c¢, but not 1n option menu 8265 of
FIG. 8C for a selection of only column 804a. In this way
options included 1n option menu 826¢ may be different than
the options included in option menu 8265 based on the
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selected portion comprising two columns 1n of FIG. 8D, but
only one column in FIG. 8C (e.g., based on the number
being greater than one column, or based on the number
being equal to a designated number of columns). As another
possibility, where selection portions of a table format com-
prise a first selected cell and a second selected cell, an option
may be caused to be mcluded 1 option menu 926 based on
a determination that the first and second cells are 1n different
columns 1n the table format.

Context can also be based on the event attribute(s) cor-
responding to the selected portion(s) of the table format. For
example, one or more options may be included 1n option
menu 926 based on the user selecting a column, cell, or
textual representation corresponding to event raw data
(e.g., _raw), or based on the user selecting a table portion

corresponding to event timestamps (e.g., _time).

Thus, for example, an option may be included 1 option
menu 926 based on a determination that at least one of one
or more data 1tems of at least one selected one or more cells
comprises event raw data, and/or that at least one of selected
one or more columns represent event raw data of a set of
events. Furthermore, an option may be included in option
menu 926 based on a determination that at least one of one
or more data 1tems of at least one selected one or more cells
comprises a timestamp of event raw data, and/or that at least
one of selected one or more columns represent data items
comprising timestamps of a set of events.

Furthermore, context can be based on one or more data
types assigned to the selected portion(s) of the table format.
Examples of data types include numeric data types, cat-
cgorical data types, and user defined data types. A numeric
data type may correspond to numbers and a categorical data
type may correspond to a combination of numbers, letters,
and/or other characters. A cell may be identified as com-
prising a numeric data type or a categorical data type by the
system analyzing the data item represented in the cell. A
column may be 1dentified as comprising a numeric data type
or a categorical data type by the system analyzing at least
some of the data items represented in the column (e.g., 1n
cells). Such determinations may be made based on the
selection of the table format and prior to selecting an option,
or could be performed prior to the selection of the table
format. Furthermore, 1n some cases, the data type could be
selected by a user.

Thus, for example, an option may be included 1 option
menu 926 based on a determination by the system that at
least one of one or more data 1tems of at least one of selected
one or more cells 1s of a numeric data type (e.g., based on
the overall data type of the cell’s corresponding column, or
based on the cell’s particular data type), and/or that at least
one of selected one or more columns represent data items of
a numeric data type. Similarly, an option may be included 1n
option menu 926 based on a determination that at least one
ol one or more data 1items of at least one selected one or more
cells 1s of a categorical data type, and/or that at least one of
selected one or more of the columns represent data items of
a categorical data type. As an example, where each selected
column has a numeric data type, an option may be presented
that corresponds to one or more commands that apply at
least one statistical functions to the data items of the
columns, and/or generate a graph where each axis represents
a respective one of the columns. As a further example, the
one or more commands be operable to remove one or more
non-numeric cells from selected one or more cells and/or
selected one or more columns, where at least one non-
numeric cell 1s detected 1n a selection.
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As a further example, context can be based on a source of
data items 1n the selected portion(s) of the table format. For
example, one or more options may be included i or
excluded from option menu 926 based on a determination by
the system that at least one of one or more data items of at
least one of selected one or more cells comprises a statistical
value generated by one or more statistical functions per-
formed on values of data items of at least some events and/or
that at least one of selected one or more columns represents
data items comprising statistical values generated by one or
more statistical functions performed on values of data 1tems
ol at least some events. As an example, the system may
refrain from offering one or more options related to extract-
ing new data 1tems from data i1tems that comprise statistical
values. A statistical value may refer to a value generated
from an event using one or more statistical functions (e.g.,
average, sum, mean, median, mode, standard deviation,
variance, count, range), such that the value no longer cor-
responds directly to event raw data. In some cases, a value
may be determined as a statistical value based on identifying
the value as an output of a statistical command 1n a search
query. For example, statistical commands may be commands
known to produce one or more statistical values an output.

As another example, one or more options may be included
in or excluded from option menu 926 based on a determi-
nation by the system that at least one of one or more selected
one or more cells 1s an empty cell, and/or that at least one
of selected one or more columns comprises one or more
empty cells. As an example, the system may ofler one or
more options related to one or more commands that are
operable to remove or otherwise perform some operation on
empty cells based on a determination that a selection com-
prises at least one empty cell. Furthermore, one or more
options displayed for selections comprising empty cells may
exclude one or more options otherwise displayed where the
selection does not comprise empty cells.

In further cases, one or more options may be included 1n
or excluded from option menu 926 based on a determination
by the system that at least one of one or more data 1tems of
at least one of selected one or more cells comprises multiple
values, and/or that at least one of selected one or more
columns represents one or more cells comprising multiple
values. A data item that comprises multiple values may
comprise an array, matrix, or other representation of mul-
tiple values for a single event attribute of a single event.
Each value could be displayed 1n the same cell and may be
displayed 1n a manner that indicates the values as being
different values for the same event and event attribute. As an
example, where a user selects a portion of a textual repre-
sentation of a data i1tem 1n a cell, the system may offer or
refrain from oflering one or more options corresponding to
one or more commands, based on whether the data item
comprises multiple values.

In option menu 926, options 930a and 9305 are examples
of form-based options, which include at least one form
clement that can be modified by a user. A form-based option
may have at least some defaults entered into the form.
Examples of form eclements that may be included in a
form-based option include one or more of a text box,
dropdown list, radio button, checkbox, and the like. Where
an option corresponds to one or more commands, a form
clement could be employed for selecting and/or entering one
or more command elements for a command and/or a com-
mand 1identifier (so as to select from the one or more
commands). Optionally default command elements and/or
command i1dentifiers may be automatically entered into the
form prior to or after selection of the option. An exemplary
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form element could be a dropdown list that comprises a list
ol possibilities for command elements and/or command
identifiers. As another example, a text box could be used to
enter one or more command elements of a command. The
text box could comprise placeholder text that 1s descriptive
of a command element corresponding to the text box.

A form-based option may be selected by a user using a
corresponding apply button, or other suitable means. For
example, option 930a could be selected by clicking on apply
button 932 after providing input to configure the form, or
optionally without configuration where the form comprises
one or more default values. An option, such as option 930c,
could be a nested form-based option, where option menu
926 comprises a link that can be selected by the user to open
a form of the nested form-based option. The form may open
within or outside of option menu 926 (e.g., replace the link
with the form, expand the link to display the form, or appear
outside of the option menu). The form could similarly
include an apply button to select the option. Option 9304 1s
an example of an option that does not include a form. As an
example, option 9304 may be selected upon mouse up or
mouse down. The option could include one or more default
command elements. In addition, or instead one or more of
the command elements could be contextually generated, for
example, based on the user selection.

As described above, the system can cause one or more
commands to be added to a search query that corresponds to
a group ol events used to populate the table format, based on
a user selecting one of the options from the list of options.
For example, upon a user selecting an option, the one or
more commands could be automatically added to the search
query. Where the search query employs a pipelined search
language, the one or more commands can be added sequen-
tially to the end of the search query. In implementations
where the search query 1s displayed to the user, for example,
in a search bar, the one or more commands may be added to
the search bar. In implementations where the search query 1s
represented by a command entry list (e.g., command entry
list 808), the command entry list may be updated to repre-
sent the one or more commands as one or more command
entries.

The one or more commands that are added to the search
query may be in proper syntax for the search query, com-
plete with command i1dentifiers and any command elements
that are needed or desired for execution of the commands. In
some cases, one or more added command elements for a
command are default command elements associated with a
selected option. Furthermore, one or more added command
clements for a command could be provided by the form of
a form-based option. As another option, the command
clements could be contextually generated based on the
portion(s) of the table format selected by the user.

The one or more commands corresponding to an option
can be contextually based on an event attribute that corre-
sponds to a selected portion of the table format. For
example, the event attribute can be used to generate at least
a portion of one or more of the commands for the option. As
an example, the event attribute, and/or one or more data
items assigned to the event attribute can be incorporated into
at least one command element of one or more commands
that correspond to the option, or used to generate at least one
value for the at least one command element. A reference to
an event attribute (e.g., an attribute label of the event
attribute) or a data i1tem (a value thereot), or data generated
therefrom, could be 1included 1n a form element of an option
as a default command element for a command. In addition,
or instead, one or more references (or values, or data
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generated theretrom) could be included as text in a com-
mand string added to the search query and used to 1nvoke a
command. The command string can include a command
identifier along with the reference(s), value(s), or data
generated therefrom, used for a command element. As one
example, a command element that 1s based on the event
attribute may be a command element that instructs the
command as to which event attribute and/or data item or
items assigned to an event attribute to operate on, for
example, within events input into the command.

Thus, where a user selects a column, one or more com-
mands for an option may be based on (e.g., generated using)
any event attributes corresponding to the column. For
example, at least one command element may be generated
from the event attribute(s) and/or one or more data 1tems that
are assigned to the event attribute(s), or values thereof. As an
example, the user could select column 8044, as 1n FIG. 8C.
A command element for a command corresponding to an
option 1n option menu 8265 could instruct the command to
operate on data items of an event attribute having the
attribute label _time, based on column 804a comprising the
event attribute, or could provide data generated from one or
more of the data items as 1mput to the command. Similarly,
a user could select both columns 8045 and 804c¢, as in FIG.
8D. A command element of a command corresponding to an
option 1n option menu 826¢ could instruct the command to
operate on at least some data items of the event attributes
having the attribute labels of source and host, based on
columns 8045 and 804c¢ respectively comprising those event
attributes, or could provide data generated from one or more
of the data items as mput to the command.

For a cell, the user could select cell 810, as 1n FIG. 8B,
and a command element of a command corresponding to an
option 1n option menu 826a could be generated to instruct
the command to operate on the data item assigned to the
event attribute having the attribute label referer, to use the
value of that data item as an 1nput to the command, or to
generate data from the value of the data item as an 1nput to
the command, each based on cell 810 corresponding to a
data item assigned to the event attribute.

For text, the user could select portion 814 of textual
representation 812, as in FIG. 8F, and a command element
of a command corresponding to an option 1n option menu
826¢ could be generated to instruct the command to operate
on at least the portion of the text in the data item assigned
to the event attribute having the attribute label *“_raw,” to use
at least the portion as an input to the command, or to
generate data based on the portion as an input to the
command (e.g., a keyword that includes the portion), all
based on portion 814 being 1 a data item assigned to the
event attribute.

As discussed above, based on the selection of one or more
displayed options, operations corresponding to a displayed
option that 1s selected by the user can then be carried out by
the system. As one example, when an option 1s selected (e.g.,
in option menu 926), the operations may be automatically
performed. Furthermore, the screen can be updated based on
any changes corresponding to the selected options. For
example, 1n search screen 800, when a user selects an option,
the set of events utilized to populate table format 802 (e.g.,
a search results set) may be automatically updated by the
operations associated with the option. As an example, one or
more portions of a search query could be executed, as
needed to accurately portray events corresponding to the
search query 1n the table format. Furthermore, the displayed
table format 802 may be automatically updated to retlect
changes to the set of events. More particularly, where one or
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more commands are added to a search query, or the search
query 1s otherwise modified by an option, table format 802
can be automatically updated to correspond to the modified
search query. This could result in more or fewer events being
included 1n the table format, and/or more or fewer event
attributes being included 1n the table format, depending on
the commands.

Thus, for example, a user may directly interact with the
table format to manipulate a corresponding search query and
automatically see the results of the manipulations retlected
in the table format. In doing so, the user need not necessarily
directly code the search query, which can require extensive
knowledge of the underlying search query language. Instead,
complicated aspects of coding the search query can be
embedded 1n the options, and results of the options (and any
underlying commands) can quickly be portrayed to the user.
For example, the user could select an option to remove a
column comprising an event attribute, and a command
assigned to the option that operates to filter the event
attribute from 1nputted events can automatically be added to
the search query. At least the added command could auto-
matically be executed, and the displayed table format could
be updated to no longer include the column, as the event
attribute would be excluded from search results.

It should be noted that execution of a search query (or one
or more portions thereof), as described herein can comprise
an automatic reformulation of the search query (or one or
more portions thereof), so as to more efliciently achieve
equivalent search results as the search query.

Below, various potential options are described with
respect to user selections of a table format. Although options
may be described as corresponding to a single command,
similar functionality may be achieved utilized multiple
commands. It 1s Turther noted that an omission of a particular
option type from a particular option menu is not intended to
limit the option from potentially being included from the
option menu. As an example, although extraction type
options are only shown 1n option menu 826e¢ of FIG. 8F,
similar options are contemplated as being included for
extracting new fields for option menus 826a, 8265, 826¢,
and 826d.

In FIG. 8B, option menu 826a 1s shown as including two
options. The first option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to filter out each event input into the command that
does not include the wvalue ‘“http://www.buttercupga-
mes.com/productscreen?productid=5F-BV3-G01” for a data
item ol an event attribute labeled “referer.” The value and
attribute may be provided to the command from the value
and event attribute associated with the user selection. The
second option 1s similar to the first option, but filters out each
event mput mto the command that does include the specified
value.

In FIG. 8C, option menu 8265 1s shown as including
sixteen options, with a filter text box at the top. The filter text
box can be used to filter out events imput into a command
that do not include any keywords entered into the text box
by a user. Those keywords may be incorporated into the
command. The {irst option may be similar to the first option
in option menu 826a, where the value may be entered by the
user.

The second option 15 associated with a command that 1s
operable to remove events mput into the command that
contain an identical combination of values for an event
attribute. The event attribute may be provided to the com-
mand as the event attribute associated with the selected
column.
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The third option may correspond to a command that 1s
operable to sort the events mput mto the command 1in
ascending order of values for an event attribute, where the
event attribute may be provided to the command as the event
attribute associated with the selected column.

The fourth option 1s similar to the third option, but sorts
the events 1 descending order of the values.

The fifth option corresponds to a command that 1s oper-
able to change the attribute label of an event attribute for an
associated column. The event attribute may be provided to
the command as the event attribute associated with the
selected column. Furthermore, the new attribute label for the
command may be entered 1nto the text box by a user.

The sixth option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to remove an event attribute from events input into
the command. The event attribute may be provided to the
command as the event attribute associated with the selected
column.

The seventh option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to remove events input mto the command that have
an empty cell, or no value, for a given event attribute of
events. The event attribute may be provided to the command
as the event attribute associated with the selected column.

The eight option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to apply a lookup table to changes values for a
given event attribute of events. The event attribute may be
provided to the command as the event attribute associated
with the selected column.

The ninth option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to extract all fields discovered within data items for
a given event attribute of events. Such an option 1s later
described 1n additional detail. The event attribute may be
provided to the command as the event attribute associated
with the selected column.

The tenth option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to split a given event attribute for events input to
the command into one or more other event attributes (e.g.,
resulting 1n additional columns). The event attribute may be
provided to the command as the event attribute associated
with the selected column.

The eleventh option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to evaluate an expression for each value of a given
event attribute for events input into the command and assign
the resulting value to an event attribute for the event that had
its value evaluated. The event attribute may be provided to
the command as the event attribute associated with the
selected column. Furthermore, a user may use the first text
box to specily an attribute label for the resulting value and
use the second text box to specity the evaluation expression,
which are used as command elements 1n the command. I an
cvent attribute already exists that has the attribute label
entered by the user, that event attribute may optionally be
overwritten with the resulting values.

The twellth option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to find transactions based on events mnput to the
command that meet various constraints. Events may be
grouped 1nto transactions based on the values of a given
event attribute. The event attribute may be provided to the
command as the event attribute associated with the selected
column. Furthermore, a user may use the first text box to
specily a max pause value for the command and use the
second text box to specily a max span value for the com-
mand. The maxspan constraint requires the transaction’s
events to span less than maxspan. The maxpause constraint
requires there be no pause between a transaction’s events of
greater than maxpause.
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The thirteenth option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to display the most common values for a given
event attribute 1n a set of events mput to the command. The
event attribute may be provided to the command as the event
attribute associated with the selected column.

The fourteenth option corresponds to a command that 1s
similar to the command of the thirteenth option, but groups
the top values by the event attribute having the attribute label
“ time.”

The fifteenth option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to display the least common values for a given
event attribute 1n a set of events iput to the command. The
event attribute may be provided to the command as the event
attribute associated with the selected column.

The sixteenth option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to provide statistics on values for a given event
attribute 1n a set of events input to the command grouped by
the event attribute having the attribute label “host.” The
grven event attribute may be provided to the command as the
event attribute associated with the selected column.

In FIG. 8D, option menu 826¢ 1s shown as including five
options. The first option corresponds to a statistical com-
mand that 1s operable to perform a summation of values of
events mput to the command for a first event attribute
grouped by a second event attribute. The first and second
event attributes may be provided to the command as the
event attributes associated with the selected columns. Such
a command might only be included in option menu 826¢
where at least one of the selected columns 1s of a numerical
data type (e.g., where one 1s of a numerical data type and
another 1s of a categorical data type). Furthermore, the event
attribute associated with a selected column having a numeri-
cal data type may be used as the first event attribute and the
event attribute associated with a selected column having a
categorical data type may be used as the second event
attribute.

The second option corresponds to a command that 1s
similar to the command of the first option, but is operable to
perform an average rather than a summation.

The third option corresponds to a command that 1s oper-
able to correlate values between event attributes of events
input to the command to show the co-occurrence between
the values. The command may build a contingency table,
comprising a co-occurrence matrix for the values of the
event attributes. The event attributes may be provided to the
command as the event attributes associated with selected
columns.

The fourth option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to correlate event attributes of events mnput to the
command to show the co-occurrence between the event
attributes. The event attributes may be provided to the
command as the event attributes associated with selected
columns.

The fifth option corresponds to a command that 1s oper-
able to filter out all event attributes from events 1nput to the
command except for given event attributes. The given event
attributes may be provided to the command as the event
attributes associated with selected columns.

In FI1G. 8E, option menu 8264 1s shown as including five
options. The first option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to count the number of events input into the
command.

The second option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to count the number of events input into the
command by the event attribute having the attribute label
“ time.”
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The third option corresponds to a command that 1s oper-
able to transpose events mput to the command and event
attributes of the commands, such that each row may become
a column.

The fourth option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to return the first N events input to the command
where N 1s a positive mteger (e.g., 10).

The fifth option corresponds to a command that 1s oper-
able to return the last N events mput to the command where
N 1s a positive mteger (e.g., 10).

In FIG. 8F, option menu 826¢ 1s shown as including six
options. The first option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to filter out events input to the command that do not
include a given keyword or phrase for a given event attri-
bute. The given event keyword or phrase may be provided
to the command as 1dentified from at least a selection portion
of the textual representation of a data item, and the given
event attribute can be provided by the event attribute asso-
ciated with the data item.

The second option corresponds to a command that 1s
similar to the first option, but removes events that do not
include the given keyword or phrase for the given event
attribute.

The third option corresponds to a command that 1s stmilar
to the first option, but removes events that do not start with
the given keyword or phrase for the given event attribute.

The fourth option corresponds to a command that 1s
similar to the first option, but removes events that do not end
with the given keyword or phrase for the given event
attribute.

The fifth option 1s operable to iitiate a field extraction
workilow for extracting one or more new fields.

The sixth option corresponds to a command that 1s
operable to extract a new field having a given field label
from a given event attribute for event input to the command.
The given field label may be generated from the selected
portion of the textual representation of a data item, and the
given event attribute can be provided by the event attribute
associated with the data item. Such an extraction may be a
suggested field extraction, later described in additional detail
below.

2.4 Command Entry List

In some respects, the present disclosure relates to a
command entry list, an example of which was brietly
discussed with respect to command entry list 808. Command
entry list 808 corresponds to an exemplary implementation
of a command entry list 1n a search screen of a search
system. However, concepts related to a command entry list
are not intended to be specifically tied to such implemen-
tations. To this eflect, command entry lists are discussed in
additional detail below with respect to FIG. 10 and com-
mand entry lists 1008a and 10085.

Command entry lists 1008a and 10085 each represent
potential implementations of command entry lists, 1n accor-
dance with concepts disclosed herein. Command entry lists
1008a and 10085 cach comprise a list of command entries,
which can be displayed in a search interface (such as 1s
command entry list 808), or other interface. As shown,
command entry lists 1008a and 10085 each comprise com-
mand entries 1040a, 10405, 1040c¢, and 10404. Although the
command entries are listed 1n a vertical column (with one
command entry per row), other list formats could be
employed.

Each command entry in a command entry list may rep-
resent one or more commands of a plurality of commands of
a search query. By way of example, FIG. 10 shows search
query 1044 which may corresponds to each of command
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entry lists 1008a and 10085. Command entry 1040a corre-
sponds to commands 1044aq, command entry 104056 corre-
sponds to command 10445, command entry 1040¢ corre-
sponds to command 1044c¢, and command entry 10404
corresponds to command 10444, by way of example.

As shown, the list of command entries of command entry
lists 1008a and 100856 are displayed 1n a sequence corre-
sponding to the plurality of commands of the search query.
In particular, the command entries are displayed in the list in
the same sequence as their corresponding commands appear
in the search query. As the search query utilizes a pipelined
search language 1n the present examples, each command
entry that corresponds to a command may be considered a
data processing pipe and the sequencing can portray to the
user the relationship between commands 1n terms of mputs
and outputs for the data processing pipes. It 1s noted that, the
display 1n the sequence could be visually conveyed using a
variety of possible approaches, such as by depicting a
combination of alphanumeric characters proximate to each
command entry, and/or the by the positioning of the com-
mand entries on screen. Furthermore, in some implementa-
tions, the list of command entries of a command entry list
need not be displayed in a sequence corresponding to a
plurality of commands of a search query in every imple-
mentation of the present disclosure.

Command entries 10405, 1040¢, and 10404 each display
a representation of their respective underlying commands. In
the approach depicted mm command entry list 1008a, each
command 1s listed as the command would appear 1n search
query 1044. Pipes (e.g., “I”) or command separators, are
omitted from display, and may be implied from the depiction
of the command entries. However, in some implementations,
command separators might be depicted, or a subset of
command separators might be depicted, for example, within
a command entry that corresponds to multiple commands. In
the approach depicted in command entry list 10085, various
portions of commands are formatted in diflerent manners, to
improve legibility for users. For example, command 1den-
tifiers are followed by colons and are aligned to the colons,
and might be bolded. Command element parameters are
formatted 1n a distinguishable manner using a diflerent color
of text than other portions, and command modifiers are
distinguishable as unformatted text. Command variables are
depicted 1n text boxes.

In some respects, through interaction with a command
entry list, a user can modity the search query. For example,
one to all of the command entries can correspond to a
respective form for modifying its respective underlying
commands in the search query. In the approach depicted 1n
command entry list 1008a, text of any portion of a command
may be modified. For example, each command entry com-
prises a text box that includes the command. A user may
modily the command by moditying the text in the text box.
The corresponding command 1n search query 1044 can be
updated accordingly to correspond to the modified com-
mand. Thus, a user could change “limit=10" 1n command
entry 10404 to “limit=20,” and command 10444 may be
modified to reflect the changes made using command entry
10404d. Such changes may be reflected automatically, or may
first require the user to apply the changes.

In the approach depicted 1n 1n command entry list 10085,
portions of the commands are represented by a respective
form element. Users may optionally be restricted from
moditying at least some portions of the commands in the
command entries, such as command identifiers. Further-
more, some portions of the commands may have respective
dropdown lists, or option menus, associated therewith that
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can be used to select fields, aggregation methods, or other
command parameters to be used as the portion of the
command. The options presented for a given portion of a
command may be included based on the type of command
clement suitable for the position of the given portion 1n the
command. As shown, count, referrer, host, and remove all
have corresponding option menus, indicated as rounded
rectangular boxes (e.g., 1041 in FIG. 10).

In some cases, a user interaction with the command entry
list may break a dependency of a command element(s) of
one or more command entries. For example, a user could
change “field- _raw” 1n command entry 104056 to “field-
host” and command 10445 may be modified to reflect the
change made to command entry 104056. In the present
example, “_raw” and “host” are used as command elements
that instruct the command having command 1dentifier “field”
as to which event attribute to operate on. When executed,
data items of the event attribute may be removed from
events mput into the command. Thus, due to the modifica-
tion “_raw” data items may no longer be removed, but
“host” data items may be removed instead. However, as
shown, command entry 1040c¢ has a command element
instructing the command to operate on an event attribute
referenced by “host.” In some implementations, in response
to the user adding “host” to command entry 10405, the
system may optionally detect that the modification to com-
mand entry 104056 breaks a dependency of the command
clement (e.g., event attribute) referenced 1in command entry
1040¢ and automatically throw that command entry into an
error state. In the error state, the commands associated with
the command entry may be excluded from execution in the
search query and a visual indication may be displayed to the
user that the command entry 1s in the error state.

Although some modifications may throw one or more
command entries 1nto an error state, 1n some cases, a broken
dependency caused by a user interaction may be automati-
cally identified and corrected in the search query. For
example, assume that a first command entry represents a
command 1n a search query that 1s executable to extract a
new field from an event attribute and names that field
“referer.” The command may include a command element
“referer,” which instructs the command to label the new field
“referer.” Also assume that a second command entry repre-
sents a subsequent command in the search query that 1s
executable to operate on a field labeled “referer.” In accor-
dance with implementations of the present disclosure, the
system may automatically detect a dependency between the
commands of the command entries when a user renames
“referer” through interaction with the first command entry.
Based on detecting the dependency, the system may auto-
matically rename the command element (e.g., event attri-
bute) in the command(s) represented by the second com-
mand entry (and potentially any other dependent commands
in the search query) to correspond to or match the renamed
command element represented by the first command entry.
Thus, where a user 1interaction comprises a user renaming a
command element 1n one or more commands using a form
clement 1n a designated command entry that represents the
command element, and one or more other command ele-
ments 1n one or more other commands can be automatically
renamed 1n the search query so as to correspond to the
renamed command element. In this way, error states can be
avoilded for command entries representing commands that
include command elements that depend on (e.g., reference)
command elements of other commands.

The approach depicted 1n command entry list 10085 may
be similar to command entry list 10084, but with only
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designated portions of a command being directly modifiable
by a user, while at least some portions are not directly
modifiable by the user. By way of example, command
identifiers are not directly modifiable through the depicted
command entries. However, as indicated using underlining,
command variables are directly modifiable as text boxes.
Command element parameters may optionally be modifiable
using respective dropdown lists, as one example.

As shown 1n FIG. 10, each command entry has one or
more corresponding selectable options to modity the com-
mand entry list with respect to the command entry. The
selectable options are accessible through respective form
clements. As an example, in each of command entry lists
1008a and 10085, command entries 10405, 1040c, and
10404 each comprise respective options 1042a, 10425, and
1042¢. The options for a command entry are selectable for
the command entry by way of one or more respective form
clements, which are visually and operably associated with
the command entry. In command entry list 1008a, two form
clements are employed for each of command entries 10405,
1040¢, and 10404d. In particular, a button (e.g., x-button), and
dropdown list are included for each command entry. The
option corresponding to the button (which 1 other imple-
mentations could be selectable 1n some other manner) in
command entry list 1008a 1s operable to delete at least the
corresponding command entry from command entry list
1008a. Similar tunctionality may be incorporated into the
options, as shown in command entry list 10085.

Deleting the corresponding command entry may auto-
matically shiit positions of the subsequent command entries
in the command entry list to fill the gap left by deleting the
command entry, while otherwise retaining sequencing of the
command entries i the command entry list. Furthermore,
deleting the command entry may delete (e.g., automatically)
the one or more commands that correspond to the command
entry from search query 1044 (and optionally one or more
command separators). Siumilar to the command entries, any
subsequent commands 1n the search query may have their
sequencing retained, with a command that immediately
preceded any deleted command(s) being configured to
receive the mput that would otherwise had been provided to
the deleted command(s). Thus, through selection of the
option, both the search query and the command entry list
may be updated.

As other potential options, the options for a command
entry can be selectable to reorder the command entry within
the command entry list. One exemplary reorder option is a
shift up option, which 1s operable to swap positions of the
command entry associated with the option with the com-
mand entry immediately preceding the command entry in
the list. Swapping a position of the command entry may
automatically swap position of the one or more commands
represented by the associated command entry with the one
or more commands represented by the immediately preced-
ing command entry in search query 1044. Another example
ol a reorder option 1s a shift down option, which 1s similar
to the shift up option with the immediately preceding
command entry being substituted with the immediately
following command entry for swapping. It will be appreci-
ated that other reordering options are possible, and each may
comprise modifying the sequencing of command entries 1n
the command entry list and moditying the search query to
reflect corresponding changes. Furthermore, 1n some cases,
a user may interact with the command entry list by selecting
a command entry (e.g., using a mouse), and dragging the
command entry to a different position 1n the command entry
list, thereby reordering the command entry list.
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In addition to command entries, a command entry list may
include a blank entry, such as blank entry 1050. Blank entry
1050 1s operable to add new command entries to the com-
mand entry list. In command entry list 10084, blank entry
1050 comprises a form that 1s operable by a user to mput a
command 1nto blank entry 1050. In the example shown, the
form comprises a text box for inputting the command as text,
although other form elements could be employed. As shown,
the text box 1s created with placeholder text that reads “Add
new pipe . . . ~ and may be utilized to apply blank entry
1050, with a command entered therein by a user, to com-
mand entry list 1008a as a new command entry and/or to
include the command entered therein 1n search query 1044
(c.g., add the new command entry to the end of the list of
command entries and/or add the new command(s) to the end
of the search query). One or more associated options 1052
may be incorporated mto one or more form eclements in
addition to or istead of the text box. Options 1052 may
provide a menu of commands that a user can add to the
command entry list to create a new command entry by
selecting its associated option.

It should be noted that changes made to the command
entry list using a form element may be applied to the search
query as part of operations associated with the form element
or the form containing the form element (e.g., automati-
cally). However in some implementations, the user may
make multiple changes to command entries or sequencing of
the command entries 1n the command entry list, and the
changes are individually or collectively applied to the search
query by the user, for example, using one or more apply
buttons, and/or save features.

In FIG. 10, command entry 10404 1s an input command
entry. An mput command entry can optionally be included 1n
a command entry list and corresponds to an 1mput query
(e.g., 1044a), or pipeline, which serves as an input to the
subsequent commands of the search query. Therefore, an
input command entry may be the first command entry 1n a
command entry list, if present. The mput command entry
may be permitted to represent more than one command,
while command entries 10405, 1040c, and 10404 may
optionally be restricted to representing single commands.
One or more commands corresponding to an input command
entry may optionally be hidden from display in the interface
and/or the command entry list (although they may optionally
be capable of being revealed in some manner). Furthermore,
the interface and/or the command entry list may restrict the
user from directly moditying the commands represented by
the 1put command entry.

In some implementations, an input command entry cor-
responds to a saved input query or pipeline that 1s selected
by the user as an mput. “Web Logs™ in FIG. 10 1s an example
of a label corresponding to a saved input query or pipeline
that can be displayed with the command entry list. The user
can optionally be permitted to selectively replace the saved
input query with a different input search query (e.g., another
saved query) through the iterface comprising the command
entry list. As an example, form element 1056 could comprise
an option operable to mitiate such a selection. It should be
appreciated that search query 1044 can be updated accord-
ingly to replace commands of a previous input search query
(e.g., commands 1044a) with a newly selected input search
query or pipeline.

From the foregoing, it should be appreciated that one or
more command entry lists can be employed to create and/or
modily a search query. It 1s further noted that, command
entry lists can be incorporated into interfaces that allow
search queries to be created and/or modified using additional
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means. Command entry list 808 mn FIG. 8A 1s one such
example where, as described above, a user may modily or
create the search query, for example, through interactions
with table format 802, or possibly using a search bar. Thus,
the search query described with respect to search screen 800
could correspond to search query 1044 of FIG. 10.

In these cases, where the search query 1s modified through
table interactions, the search bar, or other means, the
changes may be propagated to the command entry list
(automatically or otherwise). To illustrate the foregoing,
when a user selects an option, such as one of the options in
option menu 926, one or more commands corresponding to
the option can be automatically added to the end of com-
mand entry list 808 as a command entry. In some cases,
where the option 1s a form-based option, the form corre-
sponding to the option might be reproduced 1n the command
entry, as completed by the user. In particular, each of
command entries 104056, 1040¢, and 10404 1n command
entry list 10085 could correspond to a form of a respective
option previously selected by a user. The form elements
utilized for creation and/or modification of the command in
the form of the option can be reproduced, as shown.

2.5 Exemplary Pipeline Selection Interface

In further respects, implementations of the present dis-
closure relate to data processing pipelines (or simply pipe-
lines) that are defined by one or more search queries. A data
processing pipeline can correspond to a set of sequenced
commands configured such that inputs to the pipeline are
operated on by a first command 1n the sequence, and each
subsequent command operates on results produced by the
preceding command 1n the sequence, until a final command
in the sequence provides one or more outputs to the pipeline.
The sequence of the commands can be defined by a search
query, such as by using a pipelined search language like
SPL.

In various implementations, a search query can be created
that defines a data processing pipeline that extends another
data processing pipeline, which itself may be defined by a
search query. In some cases, to create such a search query,
one or more data processing pipelines can be selected as a
basis for the search query (e.g., as an 1mput search query or
pipeline, as described above). In doing so, the full search
query need not be created (e.g., by a user), instead, only an
additional query may be defined that corresponds to an
extended portion of the selected data processing pipeline(s).

In some mmplementations, a user can select the one or
more saved data processing pipelines as a basis for the
search query using a selection interface. The selection
interface could optionally be displayed with another inter-
face, such as a search interface, in the same screen as the
other interface, or 1 a different screen. An example of a
suitable selection interface 1s described with respect to
selection interface 1100 of FIG. 11.

As shown, selection interface 1100 comprises a plurality
of pipeline entries, such as pipeline entries 1102q and 11025,
which are listed 1n selection intertace 1100. Each pipeline
entry represents a saved pipeline (e.g., a persistently stored
pipeline) and displays a pipeline label assigned to the saved
pipeline. For example, pipeline entry 1102a has pipeline
label 1104a that reads “All Data,” and represents a respec-
tive saved pipeline that could optionally serve as a basis for
all other pipelines. As another example, pipeline entry 110256
has pipeline label 11045 that reads “Web Logs,” and repre-
sents a respective saved pipeline. Each saved pipeline can
represent a saved search query that defines the saved pipe-
line. As an example, the saved pipeline corresponding to
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pipeline entry 11025 can represent a saved search query
comprising commands 1044a of FIG. 10, by way of
example.

Each pipeline entry 1s selectable to load the saved pipeline
that corresponds to the pipeline entry. For example, each
pipeline entry can have one or more links that are selectable
to load the corresponding pipeline. In the example shown,
two links are included for each pipeline entry, which are
“edit pipeline” links and “use as mput” links. As shown,
pipeline entry 1102a comprises edit pipeline link 11084 and
use as input link 11064 and pipeline entry 11025 comprises
edit pipeline link 11085 and use as input link 11065.

To this eflect, 1n some implementations, a user may assign
one or more tags to any pipeline entry. As an example,
pipeline entry 11024 has an assigned “data set” tag. Other
tags for other shown include “mine,” “‘accelerated,” and
“lookup.” A user can filter out pipeline entries from selection
interface 1100 based on their assigned tags. For example,
filter form 1112 can be used to select which tag(s) pipeline
entries should have to be included 1n selection interface
1100. As another possible feature, each pipeline entry has a
down chevron, which 1s selectable to show configuration
settings for that pipeline entry. As shown, the pipeline entry
with a pipeline label that read “Errors in the last 24 hours™
has been selected, and thereby expanded to show its con-
figuration settings. Some of the configuration settings may
be changed through selection interface 110, such as those
shown as including “Edit” links that may be selected to edit
a corresponding setting.

In response to a user selecting an edit pipeline link, the
system may cause the corresponding pipeline of the pipeline
entry to be loaded for editing. By selecting edit pipeline link
11085, for example, a saved pipeline corresponding to
commands 1044a i FIG. 10 could be loaded into an
interface where the user may modily the pipeline. Loading
a saved pipeline may comprise loading at least some of a
saved search query corresponding to the saved pipeline.
Thus, commands 1044« could be loaded into an interface. A
user may modify at least a portion of the saved search query
by adding, deleting, and/or modifying one or more com-
mands of the pipeline using the iterface.

The saved pipeline may be loaded into a search interface,
which may correspond to search screen 800, as one example.
Thus, the saved pipeline could be used as the search query
described above that can be modified using the search
interface. In addition, or instead, the saved pipeline could be
loaded as the search query described above as being modi-
fied using a command entry list by populating the command
entry list with command entries representing the saved
pipeline. However, the saved pipeline may be loaded into
other interfaces, which may still implement an interactive
table format or command entry list, as described above, or
another type of iterface. The interface may or may not
display events that correspond to the search query. In
implementations where the events are displayed, upon load-
ing the saved pipeline, events may be loaded and/or dis-
played that correspond to the saved pipeline (e.g., an output
data set of the saved pipeline).

The events could be loaded by optionally executing the
saved pipeline. However, in some implementations, the
events could be loaded from an existing data set correspond-
ing to the saved data pipeline. In some cases, the data set
may be saved (e.g., persistently) in association with the
saved data pipeline and may correspond to an output data set
of the saved data pipeline. A saved data set could be saved
as a table, or 1n another format. By loading the saved data
set, the saved pipeline need not be executed to load the
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events, thereby saving system resources. Furthermore,
where one or more commands are added to the saved
pipeline, the one or more commands may use the data set as
an 1nput data set for further processing, rather than executing
the entire pipeline.

Any modifications that may have been made to the loaded
pipeline may be saved, for example, to the saved pipeline,
such that the saved pipeline 1s updated to correspond to the
modified search query (the save process may be initiated by
the user, for example, by selecting a save option in the
interface). Furthermore, an updated output data set may be
saved 1n association with the updated saved pipeline, which
may replace a previously saved data set. The updated saved
pipeline and/or updated saved data set may then be accessed
using the pipeline entry i1n the selection interface, for
example, through edit pipeline link 11085 or use as input
link 11065.

In response to a user selecting a use as input link, the
system may cause the corresponding pipeline of the pipeline
entry to be loaded as an 1mnput pipeline for an existing search
query, or as a basis for a new pipeline that may be created
based on the input pipeline. By selecting use as mput link
11065, for example, a saved pipeline corresponding to
commands 1044a i FIG. 10 could be loaded into an
interface for creating and/or modifying a search query that
builds on, or extends, the saved pipeline. Loading a saved
pipeline may comprise loading at least some of a saved
search query corresponding to the saved pipeline. Thus,
commands 1044a could be loaded 1nto the interface. A user
may possibly delete and/or modily the loaded one or more
commands using the interface. However, 1n some cases, the
one or more commands may be hidden from the user and/or
the 1interface may preclude the one or more commands from
being modified (e.g., as a default that may be overridden by
the user). Furthermore, the user may be precluded from
moditying the underlying saved pipeline using the interface
(at least directly).

The saved pipeline may be loaded 1nto a search interface,
which may correspond to search screen 800, as one example.
Thus, the saved pipeline could be used at least as a basis for
the search query described above that can be modified using,
the search interface. In addition, or instead, the saved
pipeline could be loaded as at least a basis of the search
query described above that may be modified using a com-
mand entry list by populating the command entry list with
one or more command entries representing the saved pipe-
line. However, the saved pipeline may be loaded into other
interfaces, which may still implement an interactive table
format or command entry lists, as described above, or
another type of iterface. In implementations where the
events are displayed, upon loading the saved pipeline, events
may be loaded and/or displayed that correspond to the saved
pipeline (e.g., an output data set of the saved pipeline).

The events could be loaded by optionally executing the
saved pipeline. However, 1n some implementations, the
events could be loaded from an existing data set correspond-
ing to the saved data pipeline. In some cases, the data set
may be saved (e.g., persistently) in association with the
saved data pipeline and may correspond to an output data set
of the saved data pipeline. By loading the saved data set, the
saved pipeline need not be executed, thereby saving system
resources. Furthermore, where one or more commands are
added to the saved pipeline, the one or more commands may
use the data set as an input for further processing, rather than
executing the entire pipeline.

In various implementations, one or more commands can

be added to and/or edited 1n a search query that builds off of,
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or extends, the loaded saved pipeline (e.g., commands
1044a). The search query may correspond to the saved
pipeline (e.g., commands 1044a), with an additional search
query that builds off of the saved pipeline. One such
example 1s search query 1044 1n FI1G. 10, with the additional
search query comprising commands 10445, 1044¢, and
1044 that might have been added using command entry list
1008a or 1008b. As another example, the additional search
query may have been added using a combination of com-
mand entry list 808 and interactions with table format 802,
where the interface corresponds to search screen 800. Where
updated events are needed for display, the updated events
may be generated based on the output data set of the loaded
saved pipeline, for example, by executing the additional
search query using the output data set as an input, thereby
saving system resources. Furthermore, by preventing the
user from modilying the loaded pipeline 1n the interface, 1t
may be ensured that the output data set can be used regularly
for this purpose.

The constructed search query may be saved, for example,
as a new saved pipeline that corresponds to the search query
(the save process may be mitiated by the user, for example,
by selecting a save option 1n the interface). Furthermore, an
output data set may be saved in association with the new
saved pipeline that corresponds to an output of the pipeline.
Additionally, the constructed search query can be saved in
association with the saved pipeline and a new pipeline entry.
The saved pipeline may then be accessed, for example, 1n
selection interface 1100 using an associated use for input
pipeline link and an associated edit pipeline link 1n the
pipeline entry, similar to web logs.

2.6 Dependent Pipelines

In some respects, the present disclosure relates to creating
a dependency between a first search query and a second
search query, where the first search query defines a first data
processing pipeline and the second search query defines a
second data processing pipeline that extends the first data
processing pipeline. The system can detect a modification to
the first data processing pipeline defined by the first search
query, and based on the modification of the first data
processing pipeline being detected, enforce the dependency,
such that the second data processing pipeline 1s modified to
extend the modified first data processing pipeline.

In the context of the previous example, a dependency may
be created between the saved pipeline (input pipeline) and
the new pipeline being modified 1n the interface, where the
first search query is the query corresponding to the saved
pipeline and the search query being created corresponds to
the second search query. In some cases, the modification that
1s detected could be performed while a user 1s moditying the
first search query using an edit pipeline link, as one example.
For example, the user could be modifying the first search
query and creating the new pipeline concurrently (e.g., 1n
different tabs). By enforcing the dependency, the new pipe-
line 1s modified to still extend the modified first data
processing pipeline (e.g., automatically). As an example, the
changes made to the first search query may be incorporated
into the base pipeline being used to construct the new
pipeline. In some cases, a non-persisted data set that corre-
sponds to an output of the modified first search query (e.g.,
generated while moditying the first search query) could be
used as an input to the additional search query, such that only
the additional search query needs to be executed. As a
turther example, such a dependency may only be detected
and/or enforced based on the modified first search query
being saved by the user to update the saved pipeline (e.g.,
persistently).




US 10,726,037 B2

37

As another example, imn the context of the previous
example, a dependency may be created between the saved
pipeline and the newly saved pipeline (e.g. associated with
the new pipeline entry), where the first search query 1s a
query corresponding to the saved pipeline that served as a
basis for the newly saved pipeline, and the second search
query 1s a query corresponding that the extended saved
pipeline. The modification that 1s detected could be per-
formed using an edit pipeline link, as one example. Further-
more, the modification could correspond to an update to the
saved pipeline that serves as a basis for the dependent
pipeline. The dependency can be enforced so as to ensure
that when a user selects the dependent pipeline for editing,
or as an 1nput pipeline, the pipeline that 1s loaded extends the
updated saved pipeline.

Dependencies can be created and/or saved at any suitable
time, such as based on a user selecting to save a pipeline. As
another option, the dependency may be created and/or saved
in response to the user selecting a saved data processing
pipeline as a basis for the new pipeline (e.g., prior to any
saving of the new pipeline). Furthermore, dependencies can
be enforced at any suitable time. As an example, dependen-
cies and be enforced at load time (e.g., using selection
interface 1100), at save time (e.g., a user selected save
process), or during query modification (e.g., using search
screen 800).

It 1s noted that multiple pipelines may be created that
extend that same base pipeline. Thus, dependencies may
exist for each of these pipelines, such that changes to the
base pipeline are propagated to the dependent pipelines. In
this way, a user may only need to modify the base pipeline,
instead of having to individually modily the other pipelines.
Furthermore, each dependent pipeline may optionally apply
its own additional processing to the same output data set
produced by the base pipeline, without necessarily having to
execute the base pipeline each time, as one example. Such
teatures may be especially beneficial where the pipelines are
used to apply a late-binding schema.

It 1s further noted that pipelines can be created that extend
a pipeline, which itsell extends a base pipeline. In such a
case, a pipeline may have multiple dependencies, thereby
creating a chain of saved pipelines. It 1s further noted that
one pipeline can extend more than one base pipeline. In such
a case, the pipeline may also have multiple dependencies.
For example, the base pipelines could correspond to a
combination of the base pipelines that may act to join,
transact, or otherwise mix the pipelines 1n processing.

2.7 Extracting Field Label-Value Pairs

In some respects, the present disclosure relates to various
approaches for extracting field label-value pairs from data
items of events, such as event raw data, extracted fields,
metadata, or other data 1items that may be assigned to one or
more events. These approaches are useful 1n combination
with some 1mplementations described herein, such as vari-
ous search interfaces. For example, various aspects of these
approaches may be incorporated into at least one of the
options that may be presented based on a user selecting a
portion of a table format, which may be one of the options
in option menu 926 (e¢.g., as one or more commands).
However, 1t 1s noted that these approaches are more gener-
ally useful 1n the context of analyzing and/or interacting
with events, which may optionally be facilitated by a graphi-
cal interface for displaying the events.

Extracting a field label-value pair from an event can
generally refer to a process whereby a field label and a value
associated with the field label are 1dentified from the content
of an event, such as event raw data of the event, or another
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event attribute, as a field label-value pair. Extractions of field
label-value pairs can be implemented utilizing extraction
rules that are applied to data 1n the events to extract values
for specific fields as data items for the fields. In the context
of extracting field label-value pairs, an extraction rule for a
field can include one or more instructions that specity how
to extract a value for the field from event data and further
how to 1dentify and/or extract a field label for the value from
the event data. In some cases, an extraction rule comprises
one or more regular expressions to provide nstructions for
identifying a field label and/or value. The field label may
optionally be assigned to the field.

An extraction rule for extracting field label-value pairs
can generally include any type of mstruction(s) for 1denti-
ftying and extracting values and for identifying and/or
extracting a field label corresponding to any extracted val-
ues, from data 1 events. The field label may optionally be
generated from the data in the events. In contrast, other
extraction rules may only provide mnstructions for identify-
ing and extracting values from data 1n events. A field label
may be manually entered for a field associated with the
values.

An example of an extraction rule for extracting field
label-value pairs 1s a rule that identifies a field label for a
field based on text on the left hand side of an equal sign

“="), and 1dentifies a value for a new data item or value
associated with the field label based on text on the right hand
side of the equal sign within a value of a data item. The equal
sign can be used to demarcate text representing a field label
and text representing a value associated with that field label.
The i1dentified text on each side of the equal sign could
further be demarcated by a space character (*”). It should be
noted that other demarcating character(s) could be employed
in addition to, or instead of equal signs and space characters
to define text representing a field label and/or value associ-
ated with the field label, such as one or more colons, back
slashes, ampersands, quotation marks, and the like. Further-
more, rules that identily demarcating characters can vary in
complexity, such as by considering text representing a value
as being demarcated by characters that are not a number or
word character. A word characters may 1nclude a to z, A to
7., or underscore, as an example. Furthermore, text repre-
senting a field label could be demarcated 1n a different
manner than text representing the value, for at least one
boundary thereof. Additionally, processing, such as decod-
ing, could optionally be applied to the text portions to
generate the field label and/or value.

Using such an extraction rule that identifies field labels
and values using one or more demarcating characters, a
system can 1dentily within text in a data item that reads
“itemid=EST-14.” “itemid” as a field label, and “EST-14" as
a value for a data item associated with the field label for a
field label-data item pair. Such as in the raw event data of
event 1 1 FIG. 8A. Any values that are extracted from
events using an extraction rule may be assigned to a new or
existing field of an event as data items, for example, to
define a late-binding schema for events. Thus, with refer-
ence to FIG. 8A, using the extraction rule, a new event
attribute (an extracted field) may be created and assigned the
extracted field label “1temid” for each event, along with data
items corresponding to the extracted value associated with
the field label for that event. As an example, the extraction
rule may generate 1temid data items having the values of
“BEST-14,” “EST-15,” “EST-18" respectively for events 1, 3,
and 4 1n FIG. 8A. As events 2 and 5 do not include text 1n
the format of “itemud=," they could optionally be assigned
a data item having a blank, or default value, or no value (e.g.,




US 10,726,037 B2

39

empty). Similar extraction rules can be applied to each
search result. The aforementioned example utilizes events
that are part of search results for convenience only. It 1s
noted that concepts related to extracting field label-value
pairs are more generally applicable to any set of events.

2.8 Distinguishing Between Extracted Field Label-Value
Pairs and Existing Field-Data Item Pairs

In accordance with some implementations of the present
disclosure, an extraction rule for extracting field label-value
pairs from events can be used to extract a field label that
corresponds to a field label assigned to another previously
extracted field of the events. The previously extracted field
may have been extracted using any suitable means, such as
an extraction rule that only 1dentifies and extracts values for
a fleld, or an extraction rule that extracts field label-value
pairs for a field. The values of the extracted field label-value
pairs may be assigned to data items of another field of the
cvents (e.g., a new field), in addition to or instead of
assigning the values to data items of the existing field of the
events.

Thus, the newly extracted values can be distinguished
from the previously extracted values. This approach can be
useful 1 many contexts, such as to distinguish between
values that were extracted from events using diflerent
extraction rules. As another example, this approach can be
used to distinguish between values that were extracted from
one event attribute of events (e.g., event raw data), and
values that were extracted from another event attribute of the
event (e.g., an extracted field).

Referring to FIG. 8G, exemplary events are shown in
table format 802 including fields extracted from the events.
Assume that field 850 having field label 852 “itemid” was
extracted from event attribute 854 having attribute label 856
“ raw” (e.g., event raw data) using an extraction rule which
may include a regular expression and may extract values
associated with instance 872 of “itemid=". An extraction
rule for extracting field label-value pairs from field 838
having field label 860 “referer” can be used to extract field
label 862 that corresponds to field label 852 “‘itemud™ of
previously extracted field 850 of the events. In accordance
with implementations of the present disclosure, the system
may cause values 864 of the extracted field label-value pairs
to be assigned as data items of another field of the events
(c.g., anew field 866 having ficld label 868 “referer_itemid”
in FIG. 8G), in addition to, or instead of assigning values
864 to data i1tems of existing ficld 852 of the events (e.g.,
automatically).

Where a new field 1s created, in some cases, the new field
could be assigned the field label that was associated with the
values (e.g., ficld label 862). However, in the example
shown, new field 866 i1s assigned another field label 868,
such as a modified version of field label 862. As examples,
the assigned field label could be the identified field label
prepended, appended, or otherwise supplemented with text,
such as user specified text. Instead of user specified text, the
text could be automatically generated. In the example
shown, the text 1s from attribute or field label 852 that 1s
assigned to event attribute or field 858 from which values
864 were extracted (1.e., “referer’”). Thus, field label 868 that

1s assigned to new field 866 identifies the source of values
864 for that field.

In accordance with some implementations, the extraction
of field label-value pairs can be mvoked using a command.
A command 1dentifier for the command could be “autoex-
tract,” as a specific example. The command could optionally
allow the user to specily how to supplement the i1dentified
field label, such as the text for supplementing the identified
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field label, for example, using prepend (1f any). The com-
mand could also optionally specity which attribute(s) of the
events should be used to 1dentity the field label-value pairs.
Furthermore, the command could also optionally specity
which attribute label(s) of the events should be identified as
field labels for the field label-value pairs 1n the events. In
some cases, the command may 1dentily all field label-value
pairs that exist 1n the events, or only 1n specified attributes
thereof. Where an attribute label 1s specified, the command
may optionally only identity field label-value pairs that
include the attribute label as a field label. Additionally, the
command could optionally specily whether to decode the
field label and/or value during extraction. Where decoding 1s
specified, the command may further specity which decoding,
libraries should be utilized for the decoding.

An exemplary command 1n accordance with the forgoing
could be mvoked with “autoextract attribute=‘1temid’
prepend=‘new_" decode=‘url’.” In this example, “autoex-
tract” 1s a command 1dentifier, “attribute="1temid’”” 1instructs
the command to extract from the event attribute having an
attribute label of “itemid,” and “prepend=‘new_"" 1

1nstructs
the command to prepend any field labels identified in the
itemid attribute with “new_.” Furthermore, decode=‘url’
instructs the command to use URL decoding (e.g., by
referring to a URL decoding library) on any extracted
values.

In executing this exemplary autoextract command, the
system may search through the data items associated with
the itemid attribute for events provided as mnput to the
command. The autoextract command can employ extraction
rules to extract sets of field label value pairs for each field
label and associated values identified 1n the data items. In
this case, the field labels may not only be identified 1n the
data 1tems, but also generated, or extracted from the data
items. For example, the command may search for text 1n data
items having the format “A=B,” where each unique A 1is
made a field label for extraction and each B i1s a value
associated with the field label, as one example. Using such
a command, at least one field label automatically discovered
and extracted from the data items may match or otherwise
correspond to a field label of an already existing extracted
field. Despite this, the values associated with discovered
field labels are assigned to data items of new fields, thereby
distinguishing the values from the values of already existing
ficlds. Based on the prepend, the new fields generated by the
autoextract command will each be assigned field labels
comprising the discovered field labels prepended waith
“new_.” Thus, a user may easily identily the fields 1n a
graphical interface. The autoextract command may option-
ally correspond to the option labeled “Auto-extract” 1n FIG.
8C.

It will be appreciated that many variations of the forgoing
are possible. In the foregoing example, each field label that
1s discovered 1s automatically prepended with text regardless
of whether the discovered field labels correspond to a field
label of an already existing field. In accordance with some
implementations of the present disclosure, the system can
identify (e.g., automatically) where an extraction rule for
extracting field label-value pairs from events extracts a field
label that corresponds to a field label assigned to another
previously extracted (and assigned) field of the events.

Doing so can provide various benefits. In the autoextract
command above, for example, the system could optionally
treat discovered field labels that do not correspond to a field
label of an existing field different from those that do (also
referred to as “duplicate field labels™ for convenience). As an
example, the system may automatically perform some
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action, such as presenting one or more options to the user
based on the i1dentification. As another example, the system
could apply the prepended text (or other modified version of
a field label) only to duplicate field labels (e.g., as part of the
command), which may be performed automatically, or could
be one of the above options selectable by the user. However,
it 1s noted that benefits associated with identifying duplicate
field labels 1n field label-value pair extraction are not limited
to the autoextract command, and are more generally appli-
cable to field label-value pair extraction.

2.9 Extracting Field Label-Value Pairs from Extracted
Fields

In further respects, the preset disclosure relates to extract-
ing field label-value pairs from data items of a field (e.g.,
assigned to one or more events) that were themselves
extracted from an event attribute. For example, the data
items may have been extracted from event raw data, or
another extracted field. Furthermore, the data items may
have been extracted using any suitable extraction rule.
Examples of suitable extraction rules include an extraction
rule for extracting field label-value pairs, and an extraction
rule that only provides instruction(s) for identifying and
extracting values from data for a field.

Such an approach provides many potential benefits, an
example of which 1s described with respect to the events of
FIG. 8G, by way of example only. As can be seen 1 FIG.
8, some of the event raw data shown 1n event attribute 854
of events 1, 3, and 4 includes two instances of “itemid=,”
instance 870 embedded in a (uniform resource identifier)
URI and instance 872. A user may wish to create a field
based on instance 870 only, as each instance may have a
different meaning. Instead of one complicated extraction
rule, two simpler extraction rules could be employed to
extract the desired data. First, a regular expression based
extraction rule could be used to extract the URI to new field

858 having field label 860 “referer,” as shown in FIG. 8G.
Subsequently, field label-value pair extraction can be per-
formed on extracted field 858, so as to extract values 864
assoclated with field label 862 “itemid” in the URI, as
opposed to anywhere 1n the raw event data. FIG. 8G shows

extracted field 866 having field label 868 “referer_itemad,”
which can be a new field extracted from extracted field 858
having field label 860 “referer.”

As another example, the subsequent extraction could be
part of a command to automatically extract any field label-
value pairs 1t discovers 1n data items of a specified attribute
for events, such as 1n some of the exemplary autoextract
commands described above (e.g., using “Auto-Extract” 1n
FIG. 8C). Applying such as command to the event raw data
of event attribute 854 of events 1, 3, and 4 may extract field
label-value pairs for each field label discovered therein,
which may include, itemid, JISESSIONID, categoryid, pro-
ductid, and action, and also might automatically assign those
field label-value pairs to fields. However, the user may only
be 1nterested 1n 1temid. In accordance with implementations
of the present disclosure, the command could be applied to
an extracted field (e.g., field 858), such that the field labels
(c.g., field label 862) that are extracted from the extracted
ficld comprise a subset of the field labels that would have
been extracted had the same command(s) been applied to
cvent attribute 854 (or another event attribute such as a
ficld). Where the events are displayed 1n a table format, such
as table format 802, such a command(s) could be associated
with an option 1n an option menu where the user selected a
column corresponding to the extracted field (e.g., ficld 858).
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Amongst other possible benefits, this approach can simplify
the user experience while avoiding unwanted or unnecessary
extractions.

3.0 Suggested Field Label-Value Pair Extractions

In some respects, the present disclosure relates to sug-
gesting field label-value pair extractions. One or more field
label-value pair extractions can be suggested to a user, and
may be suggested based on analyzing one or more portions
of one or more events of a set of events. In some cases, the
one or more portions that are analyzed are selected by a user,
such as 1n a user mterface displaying at least some of the set
of events. One such suitable interface may display a table
format, such as table format 802. Furthermore, the selected
one or more portions could correspond to selected portions
of the table format, which could be accomplished 1n a
similar manner as described above, amongst other possibili-
ties.

In some 1implementations, the system receives data 1ndi-
cating the selection of one or more portions of data 1items of
a set of events 1n a graphical interface displaying one or
more events of the set of events. Based on the selection, the
system automatically detects at least one field label-value
pair at least partially within the selected one or more
portions of the data items. Each detected field label-value
pair can include a value and an associated field label. For
example, the system may automatically determine an extrac-
tion rule capable of extracting a field label-value pair at least
partially within at least selected one or more value, thereby
detecting the field label-value pair.

If a user selects a cell 1n the table interface, which could
correspond to the selection of cell 810 shown 1n FIG. 8B, the
system could attempt to detect at least one field label-value
pair that 1s at least partially within the data item correspond-

ing to cell 810. One such field label-value pair that may be
detected 1n cell 810 has a field label of “productid” and a

value of “SF-BVF-G01.”

If a user selects a column 1n the table interface, which
could correspond to the selection of column 804a shown 1n
FIG. 8C, the system could attempt to detect at least one field
label-value pair that 1s at least partially within the data items
corresponding to column 804a. As a further example, 1f a
user selects multiple columns 1n the table interface, which
could correspond to the selection of columns 804¢ and 804¢
shown 1n FIG. 8D, the system could attempt to detect at least
one field label-value pair that 1s at least partially within the
data items corresponding to columns 804¢ and 804e.

Additionally, 1f a user selects a portion of a textual
representation of a values of one or more data 1items 1n the
table interface, which could correspond to the selection of
portion 814 of textual representation 812 shown 1n FIG. 8F,
the system could attempt to detect at least one field label-
value pair that 1s at least partially within portion 814. One
such field label-value pair that may be detected partially
within portion 814 has a field label of “productid” and a
value of “BS-AG-G09.” The user may select at least a
portion of text corresponding to the field label, the value, or
both the field label and value. In some cases, the user may
optionally be required to select all of the associated text and
not just the portion.

In further respects, each field label-value pair may be
detected based on determining a corresponding extraction
rule. For example, as indicated above, a field label-value pair
may be detected based on being extractable using the
corresponding extraction rule. However, 1 order to detect
the field label-value pair, the field label-value pair does not
necessarlly have to be extracted using the corresponding
extraction rule (although 1t may be). Rather, the system need
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only detect that a field label-value pair 1s extractable at least
partially within the selection portion using the correspond-
ing extraction rule. A field label-value pair may be consid-
ered at least partially within a selected portion of a data item
for purposed of detection where at least some of the textual 5
representation of the data item could be utilized to generate
the value and/or the field label of the field label-value pair
using the corresponding extraction rule.

The corresponding extraction rule could be a predefined
extraction rule, a user generated extraction rule, a user 10
specified extraction rule, or an automatically generated
extraction rule, as some examples. In some cases the extrac-
tion rule may be generated at least partially based on the
selection of the portion of the data items. In these cases, the
extraction rule may be automatically generated by the sys- 15
tem, or may be automatically generated and subsequently
revised based on user mput. As an example, an extraction
rule can comprise one or more regular expressions that
provide instructions for identitying field labels and/or values
from data. As another example, an extraction rule can 20
include detecting a first text portion as being separated by
one or more designated demarcating characters from a
second text portion 1n data.

Further based on the selection of the portion of the data
items, the system can cause display of one or more options 25
corresponding to one or more of the detected field label-data
item pairs. For example, the options could be included 1n an
option menu, which could be one of options 930a, 9305,
930c, or 9304 or option menu 926 of FIG. 9 based on
detection of a field label-value pair at least partially in a 30
selected portion of a table format (e.g., cell(s), column(s),
and/or portion(s) of a textual representation(s)). With respect
to FIG. 8F, the option could be option 832 and could read
“Extract ‘productid’,” with ‘productid’ being contextually
generated based on the user selection. In addition, or instead, 35
one of the options could read “Autoextract,” and correspond
to the autoextract command described above.

It 1s noted that not all detected field-label value pairs may
be suggested with the options. Instead, a subset of detected
ficld-label pairs may be suggested for extraction. Various 40
selection critenna could be employed to choose which
detected field-label pairs to suggest for extraction. In some
cases, the selection criteria may be based on a number of
field label-value pairs that are extractable using the corre-
sponding extraction rule, with one or more detected field 45
label-value pairs corresponding to the top numbers being
used for suggestion.

Based on an option of the displayed one or more options
being selected, the system can carry out one or more
operations associated with the option. In some cases, the 50
operations comprise one or more data items being assigned
to one or more fields of the set of events (e.g., a new fields
and/or existing fields). The one or more data items can be
extracted using the corresponding extraction rule(s) for the
one or more of the detected field label-data item pairs that 55
correspond to the option.

At least one of the one or more data items may optionally
comprise a value extracted and/or displayed before the
option was selected, for example, as part of detecting the at
least one field label-value pairs. However, at least one of the 60
one or more data 1items may optionally comprise a value
extracted based on, or responsive to, the selection of the
option. For example, as described above, detection of a field
label-value pair does not require extraction by the corre-
sponding extraction rule, but could use some heuristic. 65
Another scenario could be that the corresponding extraction
rule was only partially executed for detection, for example,

44

until at least one field label-value pair had been extracted.
Yet another example 1s where the option corresponds to a
command that extracts field label-value pairs that are 1den-
tified within more than just the selected portion(s) of the data
item(s), such as an entire column, where the user selected a
cell or a textual representation of a data i1tem value.

Thus, a user could select the “Extract ‘productid’ option
described above, and the system could assign only field
label-value pairs that include the field label “productid” and
any associated extracted values to data items of events as a
new field that the system assigns the field label of “produc-
t1d” (e.g., using a command associated with the selected
option). The system may further automatically add a column
corresponding to the new data items to the table format, or
other format utilized to display events. As another example,
a user could select the “Autoextract” option described
above, and similar operations may be performed as the
Extract ‘productid’” option, with additional operations being
performed to extract any other field label-value pairs that an
autoextract command discovers at least partially i1n the
selected portion(s) of the data item(s).

It 1s noted that options that are displayed and correspond
to one or more of the detected field label-data 1tem pairs
need not be displayed 1n an option menu, or in the same
option menu as other options when implemented with search
screen 800. In some cases, one or more options may be
displayed 1n a sidebar, such as sidebar 830, as one example.
As another example, one or more of options may not be
selectable. For example, an option could be displayed as
non-selectable dialog, and may be included 1n a dialog box.
The user may select the one or more portions of the events
by hovering over a selectable region that corresponds to the
one or more portions of the events. IT a field label-value pair
1s detected, the dialog may be presented to the user.

It 1s further noted that although suggesting field label-
value pair extractions could be integrated into a search
interface that corresponds to search screen 800, with the set
of events being search results described with respect to
search screen 800, field label-value pair extractions could be
suggested 1n other contexts, and need to be based on search
results. As an example, the suggestions could be provided as
part of a configuration interface (or search interface), where
an option may be operable to save the corresponding extrac-
tion rule(s) (e.g., generated based on the user’s selection of
ecvents) to a configuration {file. In addition, or instead, an
option may save the data items extracted with the corre-
sponding extraction rule(s) (e.g., to the configuration {ile).
The configuration file could be used to apply the suggested
field label-value pair extractions (e.g., the corresponding
extraction rule(s)) to other events than were utilized to
generate the suggestions. For example, the configuration file
may be loaded for this purpose 1n a search interface (e.g., in
search screen 800). These and other possibilities are con-
templated with respect to suggesting field label-value pair
extractions.

3.1 Log Chat

In some respects, the present disclosure relates to various
approaches for displaying data from events in a visually
distinct display format. In various implementations, at least
one request 1s recerved to display at least a portion of a first
cvents set and at least a portion of a second events set (e.g.,
first time-stamped events set and a second time-stamped
events set). In response to recerving the at least one request,
the system can cause for display, on a user interface, the at
least a portion of the first events set and the at least a portion
of the second events set 1n the visually distinct display
format. The visually distinct display format can be utilized
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to aid 1n searching and analysis of event data. For example,
because the at least a portion of the first events set 1s
displayed 1n a visually distinct manner from the at least a
portion of the second events set, a user can quickly and
ciiciently identify patterns in the data

Referring to FIG. 12, an exemplary display of data from
events 1 a visually distinct display format 1s shown. The
visually distinct display format may also be a log chat
format, an example of which 1s shown 1n log chat screen
1200. In FI1G. 12, the at least a portion of the first events set
can correspond to data portions 1202q, 12025, 1202c,
1202d, and 1202¢ (which are also referred to collectively
herein as “data portions 1202”). Also i FIG. 12, the at least
a portion of the second events set can correspond to data
portions 1204a, 12045, 1204¢, and 12044 (which are also
referred to collectively herein as “data portions 12047).
Although only data portions 1202 and 1204 are shown, each
of the at least a portion of the first and second events sets can
comprise additional data portions, which may be displayed,
for example, by scrolling, or otherwise interacting with log
chat screen 1200.

Each data portion can correspond to an event 1n an events
set. For example, each data portion may represent event raw
data of a respective event, as shown. Although data portions
are shown with text from event raw data, the event raw data
could be represented 1n another way, and furthermore, not all
of the event raw data need be shown, or could be modified
and shown. Furthermore, a data portion may represent, or
correspond to, any event attribute of an event, such as an
extracted field, a default field or metadata field of an event,
or any statistics, aggregates, or values calculated from one or
more events, and could comprise a value of the event
attribute for 1ts corresponding event.

Thus, for example, either one of the at least a portion of
the first events set and the at least a portion of the second
events set can comprise statistics, aggregates, or calculations
based on an event or a value in the event.

Data portions 1202 and data portions 1204 are visually
distinguishable from one another. For example, data portions
1202 are each formatted in accordance with a first presen-
tation format and data portions 1204 are each formatted in
accordance with a second presentation format. In some
respects, the causing display, on the user interface, of the at
least a portion of the first events set and of the at least a
portion of the second events set in the visually distinct
display format can include causing display, on the user
interface, of the at least a portion of the first events set 1n a
first color, and causing display, on the user interface, of the
at least a portion of the second events set 1n a second color
that 1s diflerent from the first color.

In the present example, each data portion of data portions
1202 and 1204 may be contained within a respective box, as
shown. Boxes for data portions 1202 can be shaded with one
color and boxes for data portions 1204 with another to
visually distinguish the data portions. In the example shown,
boxes for data portions 1202 are bolded so as to distinguish
them from boxes for data portions 1204. Furthermore, the
first presentation 1s distinguished from the second presen-
tation format in that each have a different alignment for the
data portions. In particular, boxes for data portions 1202 are
aligned with one side of log chat screen 1200 (e.g., 1n a
left-aligned format) and boxes for data portions 1204 are
aligned with the other side of log chat screen 1200 (e.g., 1n
a right-aligned format).

Further shown 1n FIG. 12, the visually distinct display
format 1s an interleaved and visually distinct display format,
where, data from the at least a portion of the first events set
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1s interleaved with data from the at least a portion of the
second events set. As shown, data portions 1202 are inter-
leaved with data portions 1204 such that the data portions
are displayed 1n an alternating arrangement. The data from
the at least a portion of the first events set and the data from
the at least a portion of the second events set can be
presented in chronological order based on timestamps, using
the interleaving. For example, as shown, each data portion
represents a respective event, and 1s positioned based on a
time-stamp (e.g., _time field value) assigned to the event.

A source for the at least a portion of the first events set
represents a first participant in the visually distinct display
format, and a source for the at least a portion of the second
events set represents a second participant in the visually
distinct display format. In the example shown, the source of
data portions 1202 1s visually indicated as being “web logs”
1201, and the source of data portions 1204 1s visually
indicated as being “MySQL Logs™ 1203. The visual 1ndi-
cations may each optionally include a respective checkbox
that can be used to selectively enable or disable display of
corresponding data portions (not shown). For example, a
checkbox for Web Logs can be used to remove data portions
1202 from the visualization, or otherwise minimize or alter
their presentation. The checkbox may be selected again to
restore the original presentation. Additionally, the wvisual
indications may each optionally include a legend element, as
shown which 1s formatted similar to the boxes for the data
portions to 1ndicate which data portions are associated with
which source.

In some 1implementations, the sources can correspond to
different search result sets, which may be provided from
different search queries. For example, the source web logs
1201 could correspond to an output data set of the saved
pipeline “Web Logs” 1n FIG. 11 and the source MySQL
Logs 1203 could correspond to an output data set of the
saved pipeline “MySQL Logs” i FIG. 11. However, it 1s
noted that the pipelines need not be saved to be a source. As
an example, one or both of web logs 1201 and MySQL Logs
1203 could be loaded 1n respective interfaces (e.g., win-
dows), which may be respectively accessible using tabs
1206a and 120656. The interfaces may be an interface
described above, such as search interfaces, or other inter-
faces. The log chat interface shown may correspond to tab
1206¢ 1n FIG. 12 and a user may select the tabs to traverse
between 1nterfaces.

Thus, 1n some respects, a first request can be received to
represent the at least a portion of the first time-stamped
cvents set as a first tab on the user interface (e.g., to load the
source 1n tab 1206a) and a second request 1s received to
represent the at least a portion of the second time-stamped
events set as a second tab on the user interface (e.g., to load
the source 1n tab 120656). Furthermore, a request may be
received to join data represented by the first and second tabs
in the visually distinct display format. For example, a user
may nitiate a request to join data represented by tabs 1206a
and 12065 as data portions 1202 and 1204 in the visually
distinct display format.

It 1s further noted that 1n some 1mplementations, multiple
sources can be provided by the same pipeline, or search
query. As an example, the two sources might be from the
same output data set of the saved pipeline “MySQL Logs”
in FIG. 11. As an example, one source could be assigned as
cach event 1n an output data set that has a data item of a
particular field with a first value and another source could be
assigned as each event 1n the output data set that has a data
item of the particular field with a second value. As another
example, each source may correspond to a different field
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within the same output data set. As a further example, one
source could correspond to a particular field or other value
assigned to events from an output data set and another
source could correspond to event raw data of the events of
the output data set. It 1s further noted that, a single source
could be provided by multiple pipelines, or search queries.
As an example, the sources might be from a mixing of output
data sets provided by the saved pipelines “MySQL Logs”
and “Web Logs™ in FIG. 11, or loaded 1n a tab.

In some cases, the at least a portion of the first events set
comprises the first events set, and the at least a portion of the
second events set comprises the second events set. For
example, the first events set could correspond an output data
set from one pipeline (e.g., the saved pipeline “Web Logs”
in FIG. 11), and the second events set could correspond to
an output data set from another pipeline (e.g., the saved
pipeline “MySQL Logs™ 1 FIG. 11). In other cases, subsets
of the output data sets can be employed.

The first events set can represent data from a first system
(e.g., raw log data), and the second events set can represents
data from a second system (e.g., raw log data). For example,
the first events set may only comprise data corresponding to
events from a first system and the second events set may
only comprise data corresponding to events from a second
system. This may be achueved, for example, by filtering out
events from other systems 1n a pipeline used to provide the
data. As an example, the first events set may have been
provided by filtering out events that do not have a particular
first host field value and, the second events set may have
been provided by filtering out events that do not have a
particular second host field value. As another example, each
source could be assigned as a diflerent value of a host field
from the same output data set. It should be appreciated that
ficlds other than the host field can be utilized 1n the forgoing
examples, such as other default fields (e.g., a source type
field, or a source field), or extracted fields.

The at least a portion of the first events set can represent
a column of data from a first data table, and the at least a
portion of the second events set can represent a column of
data from a second data table. For example, where the source
representing the first participant 1s loaded into a table format,
for example, 1n a search screen such as search screen 800
(e.g., 1n tab 1206a), data portions 1202 may be provided
from an event attribute that corresponds to a column 1n the
table format (e.g., values of data items in the column).
Similarly, where the source representing the second partici-
pant 1s loaded into a table format, for example, 1n a search
screen such as search screen 800 (e.g. 1n tab 12065), data
portions 1204 may be provided from an event attribute that
corresponds to a column 1n the table format (e.g., values of
data items in the column).

As another example, the at least a portion of the first
events set can represent a column of data from a first data
table, and the at least a portion of the second events set can
represent another column of data from the first data table.
For example, i the example above, the source representing
the second participant may instead be loaded into the table
format as the source representing the first participant, and
data portions 1204 may be provided from an event attribute
that corresponds to a column in the table format (e.g., values
of data items 1n the column).

Regardless of whether sources correspond to the same or
different search queries and/or data processing pipelines,
any source may be configured such that its data portions
correspond to any single event attribute of the events, such
as an extracted field, a default field or metadata field of an
event, or any statistics, aggregates, or values calculated from
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one or more events, combinations thereof, or multiple event
attributes thereof. For example, one source could comprise
event raw data with each data portion comprising event raw
data for a respective event. Another source could comprise
a field extracted from event raw data with each data portion
comprising values of the field for a respective event. As a
further example, a source could comprise multiple event
attributes of events with each data portion comprising values
of each of the event attributes or combinations or derivations
thereof.

Furthermore, the source for any given participant 1n the
visually distinct display format could optionally change to
another source, such as any source described herein based on
one or more conditions being met. One such condition could
be time, which may be calculated from the values of
time-stamps of events corresponding to the source. After the
time between data portions exceeds a threshold value, or
when a timestamp associated with an event corresponding to
a data portion exceeds a threshold value, the source might
change (e.g., to a different event attribute, such as a difierent
field extracted from the events, or a diflerent data processing
pipeline, or both a different event attribute and a different
data processing pipeline). In addition to, or istead of time,
other values associated with event attributes may be con-
sidered. More particularly, while time-stamp values of one
or more events might be compared to the threshold value as
in the examples above, other values of one or more other
event attributes may be compared to a respective threshold
value, such as values of extracted fields, or statistical or
calculated values derived from the events. In addition to, or
instead of changing to another source, 1n any of the fore-
going situations, the presentation format of data portions
associated with that participant may change based on one or
more values exceeding one or more threshold values. Any
aspect of the presentation format may change, such as the
color, boxes, font size, or formatting.

It 1s further noted that the visually distinct display format
need not be limited to two participants. For example, in
some cases, a request 1s recerved to display the at least a
portion of the first events set, the at least a portion of the
second events set, and at least a portion of a third events set
(c.g., a time-stamped events set) in the visually distinct
display format. The system causes display, on the user
interface, the at least a portion of the first events set, the at
least a portion of the second events set, and the at least a
portion of the third events set in the visually distinct display
format (e.g., an interleaved and visually distinct display
format). A source for the at least a portion of the third events
set can represent a third participant in the visually distinct
display format. Thus, data portions can be provided from the
source that are interleaved with data portions 1202 and 1204
and may be represented using a different color (or other
presentation format) than either of data portions 1202 and
1204 (e.g., with different colored boxes).

3.2 Additional Exemplary Implementations

FIG. 13 presents a tflowchart illustrating cell-based table
mampulation 1 accordance with the disclosed embodi-
ments. Each block illustrating methods 1n accordance with
FIG. 13, and other methods described herein, comprises a
computing process that may be performed using any com-
bination of hardware, firmware, and/or software. For
instance, various functions may be carried out by a processor
executing instructions stored 1n memory. The methods may
also be embodied as computer-usable instructions stored on
computer storage media. The methods may be provided by
a standalone application, a service or hosted service (stand-
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alone or 1n combination with another hosted service), or a
plug-1n to another product, to name a few.

At block 1302, display 1s caused of a search interface in
a table format. For example, a search system can cause
display of a search interface in a table format (e.g., table
tformat 802) that includes one or more columns (e.g., one or

more of columns 804a, 8045, 804c, 8044, 804e, 8041, 804,
and 804/), each column comprising data items of an event
attribute, the data items being of a set of events, and a

plurality of rows forming cells with the one or more columns
(e.g., any combination of rows 806a, 80656, 806¢, 8064, and

806¢), cach cell comprising one or more of the data items of
the event attribute of a corresponding column, and each cell
being selectable by a user (e.g., any of the cells shown in

table format 802).

At block 1304, display 1s caused on of a list of corre-
sponding to a selected cell(s). For example, based on the
user selecting one or more of the cells (e.g., cell 810 1n FIG.
8B) in the table format, display can be caused of a list of
options (e.g., option menu 826a 1n FIG. 8B) corresponding
to the selected one or more cells.

At block 1306, a command(s) 1s added to a search query
that corresponds to a set of events (e.g., a search results set
produced by the search query, or based on the search query).
For example, one or more commands may be caused to be
added to a search query that corresponds to the set of events,
the one or more commands being based on at least an option
that 1s selected from the list of options and the event attribute
for each of the one or more of the data items of each of the
selected one or more cells.

In some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be included
in the displayed list of options based on a determination that
at least one of the selected one or more cells 1s an empty cell.
In some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be included
in the displayed list of options based on a determination that
at least one of the one or more of the data items of at least
one of the selected one or more cells 1s of a numeric data
type. In some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be
included 1n the displayed list of options based on a deter-
mination that at least one of the one or more of the data 1items
of at least one of the selected one or more cells 1s of a
categorical data type. In some cases, the selected option 1s
caused to be included in the displayed list of options based
on a determination that at least one of the one or more of the
data items of at least one of the selected one or more cells
comprises event raw data. In some cases, the selected option

1s caused to be included 1n the displayed list of options based
on a determination that at least one of the one or more of the
data items of at least one of the selected one or more cells
comprises a timestamp (e.g., ol event raw data). In some
cases, the selected one or more cells comprise a first selected
cell and a second selected cell, and the selected option 1s
caused to be included in the displayed list of options based
on a determination that the first and second cells are 1n
different columns of the one or more columns. In some
cases, the selected option 1s caused to be included in the
displayed list of options based on a determination that at
least one of the one or more of the data items of at least one
of the selected one or more cells comprise a statistical value
generated by one or more statistical functions performed on
values of data 1tems of at least some of the set of events. In
some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be included 1n
the displayed list of options based on a determination that at
least one of the one or more of the data 1tems of at least one
of the selected one or more cells comprises multiple values.
In some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be included
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in the displayed list of options based on detection of at least
one field-label value pair 1n the selected one or more cells.

In some cases, the data items of the event attribute of the
corresponding column of at least one of the selected one or
more cells each comprise values extracted from the set of
events using a common extraction rule.

In some cases, the selected one or more cells 1s an
individually selected cell. In some cases, the selected option
1s caused to be generated at least partially based on detection
of at least one field label-value pair 1n the selected one or
more cells.

In some cases, a field label of a field-label value pair 1s
caused to be detected 1n the selected one or more cells, and
the field label 1s caused to be displayed 1n an option 1n the
displayed list of options.

In some cases, one or more command elements of the one
or more commands entered mnto a form by the user are
received, the option 1s displayed in the list of options as the
form.

In some cases, one or more command elements of the one
or more commands include at least one value of the one or
more of the data items for each of the selected one or more
cells.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the one
or more of the cells in the table format, the event attribute
for each of the one or more of the data items of each of the
selected one or more cells 1s caused to be included as one or
more command elements of the one or more commands.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the one
or more of the cells in the table format, the search query
comprising the one or more commands 1s caused to be
automatically executed, the set of events 1s caused to be
updated to correspond to the executed search query, and the
displayed search interface 1s caused to be updated to corre-
spond to the updated set of events.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the one
or more of the cells 1n the table format, a displayed repre-
sentation of the search query in the user interface 1s caused
to be automatically updated to include a representation of
the added one or more commands.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the one
or more of the cells 1n the table format, the search query
comprising the added one or more commands 1s caused to be
executed, the executing applying a late binding schema to
events, the late binding schema associated with one or more
extraction rules defining one or more fields for the set of
events.

In some cases, the one or more commands are operable by
the search system to extract one or more field label-values
pairs from at least the data 1tems of each of the selected one
or more cells and assign the field label-value pairs to at least
one event of the set of events.

In some cases, display 1s caused of the option as a form
in the displayed list of options, the form comprising at least
one form element operable to enter one or more command
elements 1nto the one or more commands, and further based
on the user selecting the one or more of the cells 1n the table
format, the form 1s caused to be automatically reproduced 1n
the search interface, the reproduced form being operable by
the user to modily the one or more commands added in the
search query.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the one
or more of the cells in the table format, a command entry that
represents the one or more commands 1s caused to be
automatically added to a displayed list of command entries
in the search interface, each of the command entries respec-
tively representing one or more commands of a plurality of
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commands of the search query, the list of command entries
being displayed 1n a sequence corresponding to the plurality
of commands of the search query.

In some cases, the one or more commands are of a
pipelined search language.

In some cases, the search query comprises an input search
query and an additional search query that extends the mput
search query, the search interface restricting the user from
moditying the input search query.

FIG. 14 presents a flowchart illustrating column-based
table manipulation 1n accordance with the disclosed embodi-
ments. At block 1402, display 1s caused on a search interface
in a table format. For example, display can be caused of a
search interface 1n a table format (e.g., table format 802) that
includes a plurality of columns (e.g., any combination of
columns 804a, 8045, 804¢c, 8044, 804e¢, 804/, 8042, and
804/), each column comprising data items of an event
attribute, the data 1tems being of a set of events, each column

being selectable by a user, and a plurality of rows (e.g., any
combination of rows 806a, 8065, 806c, 8064, and 806¢)

forming cells with the one or more columns, each cell
comprising one or more ol the data items of the event
attribute of a corresponding column.

At block 1404, display 1s caused on of a list of corre-
sponding to a selected column(s). For example, based on the
user selecting one or more of the columns (e.g., column
804a 1n FIG. 8C or Columns 804¢ and 804¢ 1n FIG. 8D) of
the plurality of columns 1n the table format, display can be
cause of a list of options (e.g., option menu 8265 i FI1G. 8C
or option menu 826c¢ 1n FIG. 8D) corresponding to the
selected one or more columns.

At block 1406, a command(s) are caused to be added to
a search query that corresponds to a set of events (e.g., a
search results set produced by the search query, or based on
the search query). For example, one or more commands can
be caused to be added to a search query that corresponds to
the set of events, the one or more commands being based on
at least an option that 1s selected from the list of options and
the event attribute of each of the selected one or more
columns.

In some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be included
in the displayed list of options based on a determination that
at least one of the cells of at least one of the selected one or
more of the columns 1s an empty cell. In some cases, the
selected option 15 caused to be included 1n the displayed list
of options based on a determination that at least one of the
selected one or more of the columns represents data items of
a numeric data type. In some cases, the selected option 1s
caused to be 1included 1n the displayed list of options based
on a determination that at least one of the selected one or
more of the columns represents data 1items of a categorical
data type. In some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be
included 1n the displayed list of options based on a deter-
mination that at least one of the selected one or more of the
columns represents event raw data of the set of events. In
some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be included 1n
the displayed list of options based on a determination that at
least one of the selected one or more of the columns
represents data items comprising timestamps (e.g., of the set
of events). In some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be
included 1n the displayed list of options based on a deter-
mination that at least one of the selected one or more of the
columns represents data 1tems comprising statistical values
generated by one or more statistical functions performed on
values of data items of at least some of the set of events. In
some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be generated at
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least partially based on detection of at least one field
label-value pair 1n the selected one or more columns.

In some cases, the columns of the plurality of columns 1n
the table format are individually selectable by the user. In
some cases, the selected one or more columns 1s an 1ndi-
vidually selected column. In some cases, the selected one or
more columns comprises at least a first selected column and
a second selected column.

In some cases, the data items of the event attribute of at
least one of the selected one or more columns comprise
values extracted from the set of events using a common
extraction rule.

In some cases, a field label of a field-label value pair 1s
caused to be detected 1n the selected one or more columns,
and the field label 1s caused to be displayed 1n an option 1n
the displayed list of options.

In some cases, one or more command elements of the one
or more commands entered mnto a form by the user are
received, the option 1s displayed in the list of options as the
form.

In some cases, one or more command elements of the one
or more commands include at least one value of the data
items for each of the selected one or more columns.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the one
or more of the columns of the plurality of columns in the
table format, the event attribute for each of the data items of
cach of the selected one or more columns 1s caused to be
included as one or more command elements of the one or
more commands.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the one
or more of the columns of the plurality of columns in the
table format, the search query comprising the one or more
commands 1s caused to be automatically executed, the set of
events 1s caused to be updated to correspond to the executed
search query, and the displayed search interface 1s caused to
be updated to correspond to the updated set of events.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the one
or more of the columns of the plurality of columns in the
table format, a displayed representation of the search query
in the user 1ntertace 1s caused to be automatically updated to
include a representation of the added one or more com-
mands.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the one
or more of the columns of the plurality of columns 1n the
table format, the search query comprising the added one or
more commands 1s caused to be executed, the executing
applying a late binding schema to events, the late binding
schema associated with one or more extraction rules defin-
ing one or more fields for the set of events.

In some cases, the one or more commands are operable by
the search system to extract one or more field label-values
pairs from at least the data 1tems of each of the selected one
or more columns and assign the field label-value pairs to at
least one event of the set of events.

In some cases, display 1s caused of the option as a form
in the displayed list of options, the form comprising at least
one form element operable to enter one or more command
elements 1nto the one or more commands, and further based
on the user selecting the one or more of the columns of the
plurality of columns 1n the table format, the form 1s caused
to be automatically reproduced in the search interface, the
reproduced form being operable by the user to modily the
one or more commands added in the search query.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the one
or more of the columns of the plurality of columns in the
table format, a command entry that represents the one or
more commands 1s caused to be automatically added to a
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displayed list of command entries in the search interface,
cach of the command entries respectively representing one
or more commands of a plurality of commands of the search
query, the list of command entries being displayed in a
sequence corresponding to the plurality of commands of the
search query.

In some cases, the one or more commands are of a
pipelined search language.

In some cases, the plurality of columns of the table format
1s caused to be reordered 1n the displayed search interface
based on a user interaction with the table format (e.g., the
user dragging a column 1n the table format).

In some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be included
in the displayed list of options based on a data type assigned
to the event attribute of at least one of the one or more of the
data 1tems of at least one of the selected one or more cells.

FIG. 15 presents a flowchart illustrating text-based table
manipulation 1 accordance with the disclosed embodi-
ments. At block 1502, display 1s caused of a search interface
in a table format. For example, display can be caused on a
search interface 1n a table format (e.g., table format 802) that
include one or more columns (e.g., one or more of columns
804a, 804bH, 804¢, 8044, 804¢, 804/, 8049, and 804/), each
column comprising data items of an event attribute, the data
items being ol a set of events, and a plurality of rows
forming cells with the one or more columns (e.g., any
combination of rows 806a, 8065, 806¢, 8064, and 806¢),
cach cell displaying a textual representation of at least one
of the data 1tems of the event attribute of a corresponding
column (e.g., textual representation 812 in FIG. 8F), the
textual representation being selectable by a user.

At block 1504, display 1s caused of a list of options
corresponding to a selected portion(s) of a textual represen-
tation(s) 1n a corresponding cell(s). For example, based on
the user selecting a portion of the textual representation 1n a
corresponding cell (e.g., portion 514 of textual representa-
tion 512 1n FIG. 8F) display can be caused of a list of options
(c.g., option menu 826¢ 1 FIG. 8F) corresponding to the
selected portion of the textual representation in the corre-
sponding cell.

As block 1506, a command(s) 1s caused to be added to a
search query that corresponds to a set of events. For
example, one or more commands can be caused to be added
to a search query that corresponds to the set of events (e.g.,
a search results set produced by the search query, or based
on the search query), the one or more commands being
based on at least an option that 1s selected from the list of
options and the selected portion of the textual representation
in the corresponding cell.

In some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be included
in the displayed list of options based on a determination that
the selected portion of the textual representation represents
a data item having multiple values. In some cases, the
selected option 1s caused to be included 1n the displayed list
of options based on a determination that the selected portion
of the textual representation represents a data 1item compris-
ing event raw data. In some cases, the selected option 1s
caused to be included 1n the displayed list of options based
on a determination that the selected portion of the textual
representation represents a data item of a categorical data

type. In some cases, the selected option 1s caused to be
included in the displayed list of options based on detection
of at least one field-label value pair in the corresponding
cell.
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In some cases, the data 1tems of the event attribute of the
corresponding column of the corresponding cell each com-
prise values extracted from the set of events using a common
extraction rule.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the
portion of the textual representation in the corresponding
cell, a field label-value pair 1s caused to be detected 1n at
least the selected portion of the textual representation, where
one or more options 1n the list of options are based on the
detecting of the field label-value pair.

In some cases, one or more options in the list of options
are based on an identification of the selected portion of the
textual representation comprising at least some of a field
label of a field label-value patr.

In some cases, the textual representation 1s of a single data
item.

In some cases, a field label of a field-label value pair 1s
caused to be detected 1n at least some of the selected portion
of the textual representation, and the field label 1s caused to
be displayed 1n an option in the displayed list of options.

In some cases, one or more command elements of the one
or more commands entered mnto a form by the user are
received, the option 1s displayed in the list of options as the
form.

In some cases, the one or more commands are further
based on the event attribute for each of the at least one data
items corresponding to the textual representation comprising
the selected portion of the textual representation.

In some cases, one or more command elements of the one
or more commands include at least the selected portion of
the textual representation.

In some cases, further based on the user selecting the
portion of the textual representation in the corresponding
cell, the event attribute for each of the at least one of the data
items corresponding to the textual representation comprising
the selected portion of the textual representation 1s caused to
be included as one or more command elements of the one or
more commands.

In some cases, based on the user selecting the portion of
the textual representation in the corresponding cell, the
search query comprising the one or more commands 1s
caused to be automatically executed, the set of events is
caused to be updated to correspond to the executed search
query, and the displayed search interface i1s caused to be
updated to correspond to the updated set of events.

In some cases, based on the user selecting the portion of
the textual representation in the corresponding cell, a dis-
played representation of the search query in the user inter-
face 1s caused to be automatically updated to include a
representation of the added one or more commands.

In some cases, based on the user selecting the portion of
the textual representation in the corresponding cell, the
search query comprising the added one or more commands
1s caused to be executed, the executing applying a late
binding schema to events, the late binding schema associ-
ated with one or more extraction rules defining one or more
fields for the set of events.

In some cases, the one or more commands are operable by
the search system to extract one or more field label-values
pairs from at least the corresponding cell and assign the field
label-value pairs to at least one event of the set of events.

In some cases, display 1s caused of the option as a form
in the displayed list of options, the form comprising at least
one form element operable to enter one or more command
elements 1into the one or more commands, and further based
on the user selecting the portion of the textual representation
in the corresponding cell, the form 1s caused to be automati-
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cally reproduced 1n the search interface, the reproduced form
being operable by the user to modily the one or more
commands added in the search query.

In some cases, based on the user selecting a portion of the
textual representation 1 a corresponding cell, a command
entry that represents the one or more commands 1s caused to
be automatically added to a displayed list of command
entries 1n the search interface, each of the command entries
respectively representing one or more commands of a plu-
rality of commands of the search query, the list of command
entries being displayed in a sequence corresponding to the
plurality of commands of the search query.

In some cases, the one or more commands are of a
pipelined search language.

FIG. 16 presents a flowchart 1llustrating command entry
list 1nteraction in accordance with the disclosed embodi-
ments. At block 1602, display 1s caused of a list of command
entries 1n a search mterface. For example, display 1s caused
of a list of command entries (e.g., command entries 10405,
1040¢, and 10404 1n FI1G. 10) 1n a search interface, each of
the command entries representing one or more commands of
a plurality of commands (e.g., commands 10445, 1044¢, and
10444) of a search query (e.g., search query 1044), the list
of command entries being displayed 1n a sequence corre-
sponding to the plurality of commands of the search query.

As block 1604, modification 1s caused to the displayed list
of command entries with respect to a designated command
entry. For example, based on a user interaction (e.g., select-
ing an option associated a command entry, dragging the
command entry to another place in the list to reorder the
command entry) with a designated command entry in the
displayed list of command entries, modification 1s caused to
the displayed list of command entries with respect to the
designated command.

At block 1606, modification 1s automatically caused to the
search query with respect to a corresponding command(s)
represented by the designated command entry. For example,
an automatic modification 1s caused to the search query with
respect to the corresponding one or more commands repre-
sented by the designated command entry.

In some cases, the modification comprises causing the
designated command entry to be removed from the dis-
played list of command entries and the automatic modifi-
cation comprises causing the corresponding one or more
commands to be removed from the search query. In some
cases, the modification comprises causing the designated
command entry to be reordered in the displayed list of
command entries and the automatic modification comprises
causing the corresponding one or more commands to be
reordered in the search query. In some cases, the modifica-
tion comprises causing the designated command entry to be
shifted up 1n the displayed list of command entries and the
automatic modification comprises causing the correspond-
ing one or more commands to be shifted up in the search
query. In some cases, the modification comprises causing the
designated command entry to be shifted down 1n the dis-
played list of command entries and the automatic modifi-
cation comprises causing the corresponding one or more
commands to be shifted down in the search query.

In some cases, further based on the user interaction with
the designated command entry in the displayed list of
command entries, a search result set corresponding to the
search query 1s caused to be automatically updated based on
the modified search query.

In some cases, display 1s caused of a set ol events
corresponding to the search query in the search interface,
and further based on the user interaction with the designated
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command entry 1n the displayed list of command entries; the
displayed set of events 1s caused to be automatically updated
to correspond to the modified search query.

In some cases, the designated command entry displays a
textual representation of at least portions of the correspond-
ing one or more commands 1 a form, the user interaction
comprises a user editing the textual representation using the
form, and the automatic modification comprises causing at
least some of the edited textual representation to be incor-
porated into the search query.

In some cases, the designated command entry comprises
a textual representation of at least one command 1dentifier of
the corresponding one or more commands and a form
clement representing a command element of the correspond-
ing one or more commands, and the user interaction 1s with
the form element.

In some cases, the user interaction comprises a user
renaming a command element 1n the corresponding one or
more commands using a form element in the designated
command entry that represents the command element, and
the automatic modification comprises causing one or more
other command elements 1n one or more other commands to
be renamed 1n the search query so as to correspond to the
renamed command element.

In some cases, one or more new commands are caused to
be added to the modified search query, and based on the one
or more new commands being added to the modified search
query, a new command entry 1s caused to be added to the
modified displayed list of command entries, the new com-
mand entry representing the one or more new commands.

In some cases, based on a user selection of a saved data
processing pipeline from a plurality of saved data processing
pipelines 1n a selection interface, the search query 1s caused
to be loaded into the search interface, where the list of
command entries 1s populated with the command entries
based on the loaded search query, and where the loaded
search query defines the saved data processing pipeline.

In some cases, based on a user selection of a saved data
processing pipeline from a plurality of saved data processing
pipelines 1n a selection interface, an put search query 1s
caused to be loaded into the search interface, where the list
of command entries 1s populated with an input command
entry representing the input search query, where the loaded
input search query comprises a plurality of commands
defining the saved data processing pipeline, and where the
search query corresponds to an extension of the saved data
processing pipeline.

In some cases, based on a user selection of a saved data
processing pipeline from a plurality of saved data processing
pipelines 1n a selection interface, the saved data processing,
pipeline 1s caused to be loaded into the search interface, and
a saved pipeline label assigned to the saved data processing
pipeline 1s caused to be displayed in the search interface,
where the search query extends the loaded saved data
processing pipeline.

In some cases, display 1s caused of a plurality of form
clements, each form element having a position correspond-
ing to a respective command element of the list of command
clements, where the user interaction comprises a user selec-
tion of an option using one of the plurality of form elements
that corresponds to the designated command element.

In some cases, display 1s caused of a plurality of form
clements, each form element being displayed 1n association
with a respective command element of the list of command
clements, and each form element 1s selectable by a user to
cause modification to the displayed list of command entries
with respect to the respective command element, and cause
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an automatic modification to the search query with respect
to the corresponding one or more commands represented by
the respective command entry.

FIG. 17 presents a flowchart 1llustrating enforcing depen-
dency between search queries 1n accordance with the dis-
closed embodiments. At block 1702, a dependency 1s created
between a first search query and a second search query. For
example, a dependency i1s created between a first search
query and a second search query, the first search query
defining a first data processing pipeline and the second
search query defining a second data processing pipeline that
extends the first data processing pipeline.

At block 1704, a modification 1s detected to a first data
processing pipeline defined by the first search query. For
example, a modification 1s detected to the first data process-
ing pipeline defined by the first search query.

At block 1706, based on the modification being detected,
the dependency 1s caused to be enforced, such that a second
data processing pipelines defined by the second search query
1s modified to extend the modified first data processing
pipeline. For example, based on the modification to the first
data processing pipeline being detected, the dependency 1is
caused to be enforced such that the second data processing
pipeline 1s modified to extend the modified first data pro-
cessing pipeline.

In some cases, the causing of the dependency to be
enforced comprises causing the second data processing
pipeline to be automatically modified to extend the modified
first data processing pipeline.

In some cases, the first search query comprises a first
plurality of pipelined commands and the second search
query comprises a second plurality of pipelined commands.

In some cases, the modification to the first data processing,
pipeline comprises a first set of pipelined commands corre-
sponding to the first search query being modified, and the
causing the dependency to be enforced comprises causing a
second set of pipelined commands corresponding to the
second search query to be modified to include the modified
first set of pipelined commands.

In some cases, further based on the modification to the
first data processing pipeline being detected, a dependency
1s caused to be enforced between the first search query and
a third search query, such that a third data processing
pipeline defined by the third search query i1s modified to
extend the modified first data processing pipeline, where the
third search query defines the third data processing pipeline
that extends the first data processing pipeline.

In some cases, the causing the dependency to be enforced
comprises causing a data set to be applied as an mput to a
portion of the second search query that 1s extending the first
data processing pipeline.

In some cases, display 1s caused of a selection interface
that 1s operable by a user to select the first search query from
a plurality of saved search queries, the first search query and
the second search query being of the plurality of saved
search queries. Based on the user selecting the first search
query using the selection interface, display 1s caused of at
least some commands of the first search query 1n a graphical
interface that 1s operable by the user to modily the first
search query, where the detected modification to the first
data processing pipeline defined by the first search query 1s
caused by the user modifying the first search query using the
graphical interface.

In some cases, display 1s caused of a selection interface
that 1s operable by a user to select the first search query from
a plurality of saved search queries, the first search query
being of the plurality of saved search queries. Based on the
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user selecting the first search query using the selection
interface, display 1s caused of an interface that 1s operable by
the user to extend the first data processing pipeline by
extending the first search query with an additional search
query, and the extended search query is caused to be saved
as the second search query that extends the first data
processing pipeline.

In some cases, display 1s caused of a selection interface
that 1s operable by a user to select the first search query from
a plurality of saved search quernes, the first search query
being of the plurality of saved search queries, and the
dependency between the first search query and the second
search query 1s caused to be created based on the user
selecting the first search query from the plurality of saved
search queries.

In some cases, the detected modification to the first data
processing pipeline causes a modification to an output data
set corresponding to the first data processing pipeline, an,
the causing of the dependency to be enforced comprises
causing the modified output data set to be applied as an 1nput
to a portion of the second search query that 1s extending the
first data processing pipeline.

In some cases, the detected modification to the first data
processing pipeline generates an output data set from the
modified first date processing pipeline, and the causing the
dependency to be enforced comprises causing the output
data set to be applied as an 1nput to a portion of the second
search query that 1s extending the first data processing
pipeline.

In some cases, the causing the dependency to be enforced
comprises causing the second search query to be modified to
define the modified second data processing pipeline.

In some cases, the first search query 1s caused to be
executed, the executing applying a late binding schema to
events, the late binding schema associated with one or more
extraction rules defining one or more fields for a set of
events.

In some cases, the modification to the first data processing,
pipeline defined by the first search query comprises a
modification to the first search query.

In some cases, the second data processing pipeline 1s
modified to extend the modified first data processing pipe-
line while loaded 1nto a search interface displaying an output
data set of the second data processing pipeline, and further
based on the modification to the first data processing pipe-
line being detected, display 1s automatically caused of a new
output data set corresponding to the modified second data
processing pipeline in the search interface.

In some cases, the first search query 1s caused to be
executed to generate an output data set, and the output data
set 1s caused to be displayed in a search interface, the output
data set comprising a plurality of time-stamped events, each
of the plurality of time-stamped events comprising event
raw data.

In some cases, the second search query 1s caused to be
executed to generate an output data set, and the output data
set 1s caused to be displayed 1n a search interface, the output
data set comprising a plurality of time-stamped events, each
of the plurality of time-stamped events comprising event
raw data.

FIG. 18 presents a tflowchart illustrating distinguishing
field labels from multiple extractions in accordance with the
disclosed embodiments. At block 1802, a first value(s) 1s
extracted from a plurality of events using a first extraction
rule. For example, first one or more values are extracted
from a plurality of events using a first extraction rule. At
block 1804, the extracted first value(s) 1s assigned to a first
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field of the plurality of events as a first set of ficld-data items
pairs. For example, the extracted first one or more values are
assigned to a first field of the plurality of events as a {irst set
of field-data i1tem pairs. At block 1806, a field label 1s
assigned to the first field. At block 1808, a second value(s)
and a field label corresponding to the extracted second
value(s) are extracted using a second extraction rule, where
the field label corresponds to the field label of the first field.
For example, second one or more values and a field label
corresponding to the second one or more values are
extracted from the plurality of the events using a second
extraction rule, the extracted field label corresponding to the
assigned field label of the first field. At block 1810, the
extracted second values are assigned to a second field as a
second set of field-data items pairs. For example, the
extracted second one or more values are assigned to a second
field of the plurality of events as a second set of field-data
item pairs, thereby distinguishing the extracted second one
or more values from the extracted first one or more values.

In some cases, the using the second extraction rule
identifies a value of the second one or more values for each
text portion 1n a set of data items of the plurality of events
discovered as being separated by one or more designated
demarcating characters from another text portion that
matches the field label, the discovered text portion being
used as the value. In some cases, the using the second
extraction rule 1s part of a command that automatically
extracts all identified field label-value pairs 1n a set of data
items of the plurality of events, each field label-value pair
comprising a field label and a value, where one of the field
label-value pairs 1s 1dentified for each first text portion
separated by one or more designated demarcating characters
from a second text portion in the set of data items, the first
text portion matching the field label and the second text
portion being used as the value.

In some cases, the using the second extraction rule 1s part
of a command that automatically extracts all identified field
label-value pairs within a set of data items specified by a
command element of the command, where each pair of text
portions separated by one or more designated demarcating,
characters in the set of data 1items 1s 1dentified as one of the
field label-value pairs.

In some cases, the first extraction rule comprises instruc-
tions defining identification and extraction of a value for a
data 1tem of a field and a field label corresponding to the
value from data.

In some cases, the second extraction rule generates the
second one or more values and the field label corresponding
to the second one or more values from the first one or more
values of the first set of field-data item pairs.

In some cases, 1t 1s identified by the system that the
extracted field label corresponds to the assigned field label
of the first field, and the extracted second one or more values
are assigned to the second field as the second set of field-data
item pairs based on the extracted field label corresponding to
the assigned field label of the first field.

In some cases, 1t 1s identified by the system that the
extracted field label corresponds to the assigned field label
of the first field, and one or more options are caused to be
presented to the user based on the 1dentified correspondence,
at least one of the options being selectable by the user to
cause the assigning of the extracted second one or more
values to the second field as the second set of field-data 1item
pairs.

In some cases, a different field label than the extracted
field label corresponding to the second one or more values
1s assigned to the second field. In some cases, a modified
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version ol the extracted field label corresponding to the
second one or more values 1s assigned to the second field. In
some cases, a modified version of the extracted field label
corresponding to the second one or more values 1s assigned
to the second field, the modified version being the extracted
field label prepended with text (e.g., with text from an a field
label assigned to an event attribute from which the second
one or more values were extracted from).

In some cases, the using the second extraction rule
generates the second one or more values and the field label
from event raw data of the plurality of events.

In some cases, a late binding schema 1s applied to the
plurality of events, the late binding schema being defined by
at least the first and second extraction rules.

In some cases, the extracting the first one or more values
from the plurality of events using the first extraction rule 1s
performed as part of a first command of a search query being
executed by a search system and the extracting the second
one or more values and the field label corresponding to the
second one or more values from the plurality of the events
using the second extraction rule 1s performed as part of a
second command of the search query being executed by the
search system.

In some cases, the extracted field label corresponding to
the second one or more values 1s modified to include at least
a portion of text of a field label assigned to an event attribute
that the second one or more values were extracted from, and
the modified version of the extracted field label 1s assigned
o the second field.

FIG. 19 presents a flowchart 1llustrating extracting from
extracted event fields in accordance with the disclosed
embodiments. At block 1902, a first value(s) 1s extracted
from a plurality of events using a first extraction rule. For
example, first one or more values are extracted from a
plurality of events using a first extraction rule. At block
1904, the extracted first value(s) 1s assigned to a first field as
a {irst set of field-data 1items pairs. For example, the extracted
first one or more values are assigned to a first field of the
plurality of events as a first set of field-data item pairs. At
block 1906, a second value(s) 1s extracted using a second
extraction rule that identifies the second value(s) and a
corresponding field label in the extracted first value(s). For
example, second one or more values are extracted from the
plurality of the events using a second extraction rule, the
second extraction rule i1dentifying the second one or more
values and a field label corresponding to the second one or
more values 1n the extracted first one or more values of the
first set of field-data item pairs. At block 1908, the extracted
second value(s) 1s assigned to a second {field as a second set
of field-data i1tems pairs. For example, the extracted second
one or more values are assigned to a second field of the
plurality of events as a second set of field-data item pairs.

In some cases, the using the second extraction rule
identifies a value of the second one or more values for each
text portion 1n the extracted first one or more values of the
first set of field-data 1tem pairs discovered as being separated
by one or more designated demarcating characters from
another text portion that matches the field label, the discov-
ered text portion being used as the value.

In some cases, the using the second extraction rule 1s part
of a command that automatically extracts all identified field
label-value pairs 1n the extracted first one or more values of
the first set of field-data 1tem pairs, each field label-value
pair comprising a field label and a value, where one of the
field label-value pairs 1s 1dentified for each first text portion
separated by one or more designated demarcating characters
from a second text portion 1n the extracted first one or more
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values of the first set of field-data 1tem pairs, the first text
portion matching the field label and the second text portion
being used as the value.

In some cases, the using the second extraction rule 1s part
of a command that automatically extracts all identified field
label-value pairs within the extracted first one or more
values of the first set of field-data item pairs as specified by
reference to the first field 1n the command, where each pair
ol text portions separated by one or more designated demar-
cating characters in the extracted first one or more values of
the first set of field-data item pairs 1s 1dentified as one of the
field label-value pairs.

In some cases, the first extraction rule comprises instruc-
tions defining 1dentification and extraction of a data item of
a field and a field label corresponding to the data item from
data

In some cases, the first extraction rule generates the first
one or more values from event raw data of the plurality of
the events.

In some cases, the extracting the first one or more values
from the plurality of events using the first extraction rule
generates the first one or more values from one or more data
items assigned to a third field of the plurality of events as a
third set of field-data item pairs.

In some cases, execution of a search query is causes,
where the extracting the second one or more values from the
plurality of the events using the second extraction rule 1s
executed as part of a command of the search query, and
display 1s caused of at least some of the plurality of the
events 1n a search interface with at least some of the second
one or more values of the second set of fiecld-data item pairs.

In some cases, the using the second extraction rule 1s part
of a command that automatically extracts all identified field
label-value pairs 1n the extracted first one or more values of
the first set of field-data item pairs, each field label-value
pair comprising a field label and a value, where one of the
field label-value pairs 1s 1dentified for each first text portion
separated by one or more designated demarcating characters
from a second text portion 1n the extracted first one or more
values of the first set of field-data item pairs, the first text
portion matching the field label and the second text portion
being used as the value, and a new field 1s caused to be
assigned to the plurality of events for each unique field label
of a plurality of unique field labels in the identified field
label-value pairs, each new field being assigned a modified
version ol a respective one of the plurality of umique field
labels.

In some cases, the field label extracted using the second
extraction rule 1s assigned to the second field. In some cases,
a different field label than the field label extracted using the
second extraction rule i1s assigned to the second field. In
some cases, a modified version of the field label extracted
using the second extraction rule 1s assigned to the second
field. In some cases, the field label extracted using the
second extraction rule 1s assigned to the second field as
supplemented with text of a field label assigned to the first
field.

In some cases, the using the first extraction rule generates
the first one or more values from event raw data of the
plurality of events.

In some cases, a late binding schema 1s applied to the
plurality of events, the late binding schema being defined by
at least the first and second extraction rules.

In some cases, the extracting the first one or more values
from the plurality of events using the first extraction rule 1s
performed as part of a first command of a search query being,
executed by a search system and the extracting the second
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one or more values from the plurality of the events using the
second extraction rule 1s performed as part of a second
command of the search query being executed by the search
system.

FIG. 20 presents a flowchart illustrating displaying at
least portions of first and second events sets 1n a visually
distinct display format in accordance with the disclosed
embodiments. At block 2002, a request 1s received to display
at least portions of first and second events sets 1n a visually
distinct display format. For example, a request 1s recerved to
display at least a portion of a first time-stamped events set
and at least a portion of a second time-stamped events set 1n
an interleaved and visually distinct display format, where, 1n
the interleaved and visually distinct display format, the at
least a portion of the first time-stamped events set 1s dis-
played in a visually distinct manner from the at least a
portion of the second time-stamped events set, and further
where, 1n the mterleaved and visually distinct display for-
mat, data from the at least a portion of the first time-stamped
events set 1s interleaved with data from the at least a portion
of the second time-stamped events set.

At block 2004, 1n response to receiving the request,
display 1s caused of the at least portions of the first and
second events sets 1n the visually distinct display format. For
example, 1n response to receiving the request, display 1is
caused, on a user interface, of the at least a portion of the first
time-stamped events set and the at least a portion of the
second time-stamped events set 1n the interleaved and visu-
ally distinct display format, where a source for the at least
a portion of the first time-stamped events set represents a
first participant 1n the interleaved and visually distinct
display format, and further where a source for the at least a
portion of the second time-stamped events set represents a
second participant in the interleaved and wvisually distinct
display format, further where the first time-stamped events
set and the second time-stamped events set are extracted by
executing a search query, and where the executing the search
query comprises applying a late binding schema to source
data, the late binding schema associated with one or more
extraction rules defining one or more fields.

In some cases, the causing display, on the user interface,
of the at least a portion of the first time-stamped events set
and of the at least a portion of the second time-stamped
events set 1 the interleaved and visually distinct display
format comprises causing display, on the user interface, of
the at least a portion of the first time-stamped events set in
a first color, and causing display, on the user interface, of the
at least a portion of the second time-stamped events set 1n a
second color, where the second color 1s different from the
first color.

In some cases, the causing display, on the user interface,
of the at least a portion of the first time-stamped events set
and of the at least a portion of the second time-stamped
events set 1 the interleaved and visually distinct display
format comprises causing display, on the user interface, of
the at least a portion of the first time-stamped events set in
a left aligned format, and causing display, on the user
interface, of the at least a portion of the second time-stamped
cvents set 1 a right aligned format.

In some cases, the at least a portion of the first time-
stamped events set comprises the first time-stamped events
set, where the at least a portion of the second time-stamped
events set comprises the second time-stamped events set. In
some cases, the first time-stamped events set represents data
from a first system, where the second time-stamped events
set represents data from a second system. In some cases, the
first time-stamped events set represents raw log data from a
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first system, where the second time-stamped events set
represents raw log data from a second system. In some cases,
the first time-stamped events set comprises a first subset of
a time-stamped events set, and the second time-stamped
events set comprises a second subset of the time-stamped
cvents set, where each time-stamped event of the first
time-stamped events set has a first field value for a particular
field, where each time-stamped event of the second time-
stamped events set has a second field value for the particular
field, and where the first field value 1s different from the
second field value.

In some cases, the first time-stamped events set comprises
a first subset of a time-stamped events set, where the second
time-stamped events set comprises a second subset of the
time-stamped events set, and each time-stamped event of the
first time-stamped events set has a first field value for a
particular field, where each time-stamped event of the sec-
ond time-stamped events set has a second field value for the
particular field, where the first field value 1s different from
the second field value, and where the particular field 1s a host
field, a source field, a source type field, a timestamp field, or
any other field.

In some cases, the data from the at least a portion of the
first time-stamped events set 1s interleaved with the data
from the at least a portion of the second time-stamped events
set using timestamps of the data from the at least a portion
of the first time-stamped events set and timestamps of the
data from the at least a portion of the second time-stamped
events set, where the data from the at least a portion of the
first time-stamped events set and the data from the at least
a portion of the second time-stamped events set 1s presented
in chronological order based on the timestamps.

In some cases, the at least a portion of the first time-
stamped events set represents a result of a first search query
applying the late binding schema to the source data, and
where the at least a portion of the second time-stamped
events set represents a result of a second search query
applying the late binding schema to the source data

In some cases, the at least a portion of the first time-
stamped events set represents output of a first data process-
ing pipeline, where the at least a portion of the second
time-stamped events set represents output of a second data
processing pipeline.

In some cases, the at least a portion of the first time-
stamped events set represents a column of data from a first
data table, where the at least a portion of the second
time-stamped events set represents a column of data from a
second data table or another column of data from the first
data table.

In some cases, the receiving comprises receiving a first
request to represent the at least a portion of the first
time-stamped events set as a first tab on the user interface,
receiving a second request to represent the at least a portion
of the second time-stamped events set as a second tab on the
user interface, and receiving a request to join data repre-
sented by the first and second tabs in the interleaved and
visually distinct display format.

In some cases, the receiving comprises receiving a request
to display the at least a portion of the first time-stamped
events set, the at least a portion of the second time-stamped
events set, and at least a portion of a third time-stamped
events set 1n the mterleaved and visually distinct display
format, and the causing comprises causing display, on the
user interface, the at least a portion of the first time-stamped
events set, the at least a portion of the second time-stamped
cvents set, and the at least a portion of the third time-
stamped events set in the interleaved and visually distinct
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display format, where a source for the at least a portion of
the third time-stamped events set represents a third partici-
pant 1n the mterleaved and visually distinct display format.

In some cases, the at least a portion of the first time-
stamped events set represents raw log data from a first
system, and each time-stamped event of the at least a portion
of the second time-stamped events set has a first field value
for a particular field.

In some cases, the at least a portion of the first time-
stamped events set changes based upon time, and the at least
a portion of the second time-stamped events set changes
based upon time.

In some cases, a format of the at least a portion of the first
time-stamped events set changes based upon time, and a
format of the at least a portion of the second time-stamped
events set changes based upon time.

In some cases, the at least a portion of the first time-
stamped events set changes based upon a {irst event thresh-
old value, and the at least a portion of the second time-
stamped events set changes based upon a second event
threshold value.

In some cases, a format of the at least a portion of the first
time-stamped events set changes based upon a first event
threshold value, and a format of the at least a portion of the
second time-stamped events set changes based upon a
second event threshold value.

In some cases, the at least a portion of the first time-
stamped events set and the at least a portion of the second
time-stamped events set comprise one or more metadata
fields.

In some cases, the first time-stamped events set comprises
a first subset of a time-stamped events set, the second
time-stamped events set comprises a second subset of the
time-stamped events set, each time-stamped event of the
first time-stamped events set has a first metadata field value
for a particular metadata field, each time-stamped event of
the second time-stamped events set has a second metadata
field value for the particular field metadata field, and the first
metadata field value 1s different from the second metadata
field value.

In some cases, the first time-stamped events set comprises
a first subset of a time-stamped events set, the second
time-stamped events set comprises a second subset of the
time-stamped events set, each time-stamped event of the
first time-stamped events set has a first field value for a
particular field, each time-stamped event of the second
time-stamped events set has a second field value for the

particular field, the particular field 1s defined by one or more
extraction rules, and the first field value 1s different from the
second field value.

FIG. 21 presents a flowchart illustrating suggested field
extraction 1n accordance with the disclosed embodiments. At
block 2102, a system automatically determines an extraction
rule capable of extracting a field-label value pair within
selected one or more values. For example, based on a
selection by a user of first one or more values of one or more
events displayed 1n a graphical interface, an extraction rule
1s automatically determined that 1s capable of extracting a
ficld label-value pair at least partially within at least the
selected one or more values.

At block 2104, display 1s caused on an option correspond-
ing to the determined extraction rule 1n a graphical interface.
For example, display 1s caused of an option corresponding
to the determined extraction rule in the graphical interface.

At block 2106, display 1s caused on second values of field
label-value pairs extracted from events using the extraction
rule. For example, based on the user selecting the option in
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the graphical interface, display 1s caused of second one or
more values of one or more field label-value pairs extracted
from the one or more events using the extraction rule.

In some cases, the one or more events are displayed 1n a
table format, and a value of the first one or more values 1s
selected by the user selecting a cell in the table format, the
cell comprising the value. In some cases, the one or more
events are displayed 1n a table format, and the one or more
values are selected by the user selecting a column in the
table format, the column comprising a plurality of the first
one or more values.

In some cases, the displayed one or more field label-value
pairs include the field label-value pair.

In some cases, the automatically determining the extrac-
tion rule comprises automatically generating the extraction
rule from the selected first one or more values.

In some cases, based on the user selecting the option 1n the
graphical interface, the second one or more values are
caused to be assigned to a field of the one or more events.

In some cases, based on the selection by the user of the
first one or more values of the one or more events displayed
in the graphical interface, the determined extraction rule 1s
caused to be saved to a configuration file for a future field
extraction that 1s used to apply a late binding schema to a set
ol events.

In some cases, the determined extraction rule comprises a
regular expression.

In some cases, the automatically determining the extrac-
tion rule comprises detecting a first text portion as being
separated by one or more designated demarcating characters
from a second text portion in the selected first one or more
values.

In some cases, the automatically determining the extrac-
tion rule comprises detecting one or more designated demar-
cating characters in the selected first one or more values.

In some cases, the selected first one or more values
comprise a selected portion of a textual representation of a
value of the one or more events.

In some cases, the second one or more values of one or
more field label-value pairs are extracted from the one or
more events using the extraction rule as part of a command
that automatically extracts all identified field label-value
pairs 1n a set of data items of the one or more event, each
field label-value pair comprising a field label and a value,
wherein one of the field label-value pairs 1s 1dentified for
cach first text portion separated by one or more designated
demarcating characters from a second text portion in the set
of data 1items, the first text portion matching the field label
and the second text portion being used as the value.

In some cases, a late binding schema 1s applied to the one
or more events using a plurality of extraction rules that
comprise the determined extraction rule based on the user
selecting the option 1n the graphical interface.

In some cases, the determined extraction rule comprises
instructions defining identification and extraction of a data
item of a field and a field label corresponding to the data item
from data, the defined field label matching a field label of the
field label-value patr.

In some cases, the causing display of the second one or
more values ol the one or more field label-value pairs
extracted from the one or more events using the extraction
rule causes the second one or more values to be displayed
with the one or more events 1n a table format.

As can be understood, implementations of the present
disclosure provide for various approaches to nformation
analysis and management especially for machine data. The
present mnvention has been described in relation to particular
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embodiments, which are intended in all respects to be
illustrative rather than restrictive. Alternative embodiments
will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art to
which the present invention pertains without departing from
its scope.

From the foregoing, 1t will be seen that this invention 1s
one well adapted to attain all the ends and objects set forth
above, together with other advantages which are obvious
and 1inherent to the system and method. It will be understood
that certain features and subcombinations are of utility and
may be employed without reference to other features and
subcombinations. This 1s contemplated by and 1s within the
scope of the claims.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A computer-implemented method, comprising:

accessing a set of events 1n a data store, each event 1n the

set of events mncluding a portion of raw machine data
that reflects activity 1n an information technology envi-
ronment and that 1s produced by a component of that
information technology environment;

wherein an extraction rule for extracting a subportion of

text from the portion of raw machine data defines a first
ficld for the set of events, the subportion of text
containing an extracted value corresponding to the first
field;

automatically identifying a second field for the set of

events from the first field based on determining that the
extracted value for the first field of a first event includes
text that corresponds to a field label of the second field
and another value associated with the field label of the
second field; and

causing display of the field label of the automatically

identified second field.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining 1s
based on identilfying at least one designated demarcating
character separating a first subportion of the text represent-
ing the field label of the second field from a second sub-
portion of the text representing the other value associated
with the field label of the second field.

3. The method of claam 1, wherein the automatically
identifving 1s part of executing a command that automati-
cally identifies and extracts a plurality of fields for the set of
events from the first field, each field being i1dentified by a
corresponding field label identified within text of values of
the first field.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the automatically
identifying 1s part of executing a command that automati-
cally identifies the second field, produces values for the
second field from values of the first field, and associates the
produced values with corresponding events of the set of
events.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the extraction rule
comprises mstructions to produce the value for the first field
when a field label of the first field 1s 1dentified in the text
from the portion of raw machine data in the first event.

6. The method of claim 1, based on the automatically
identifving, defining the second field by an additional
extraction rule for extracting a subportion of text from the
value of the first event to extract the other value for the
second field from the first event.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the second field 1s
defined by an additional extraction rule for extracting a
subportion of text from the value of the first field to extract
the other value from the second field for the first event based

on determining the subportion of text 1s associated with the
field label of the second field in the text of the value of the
first field.
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8. The method of claim 1, further comprising applying the
extraction rule to the set of events to produce values for the
first field for the set of events.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising causing
execution of a search query, wherein values of the identified
second field are extracted from at least some of the events as
part of a command of the search query.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising;:

causing execution of a search query, wherein values of the

identified second field are extracted from at least some
of the events as part of a command of the search query;
and

causing display of at least some of the events in a search

interface with at least some of the values of the 1den-
tified second field.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the automatically
identifying 1s part of executing a command that causes a new
field to be assigned to the set of events for each unique field
label of a plurality of unique field labels the command
identifies 1n values of the first field.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the automatically
identifying 1s part of executing a command that extracts the
identified second field from wvalues of the first field, and
assigns a field name to the second field that 1s a modified
version of the field label of the second field.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the automatically
identifving 1s part of executing a command that extracts the
identified second field from wvalues of the first field, and
assigns a field name to the second field that includes the field
label.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the automatically
identifying includes based on 1identifying an equal sign 1n the
text of the value for the first field, identifying the field label
of the second field as a group characters that immediately
precedes the equal sign.

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising assigning
a modified version of the field label of the second field that
was extracted from the first field to the second field as a field
name.

16. The method of claim 1, further comprising causing

automatic generation of a field name of the second field from
the field label of the second field and a field name of the first

field.

17. The method of claim 1, comprising applying a late-
binding schema to the plurality of events, the late-binding
schema extracting values of the first field and the second
field using corresponding extraction rules.

18. The method of claim 1, further comprising producing
values of the 1dentified second field from at least some of the
events 1n the data store as part of a command of a search
query executed by a search system.

19. The method of claim 1, further comprising producing
values of the second field from at least some of the events
in the data store as part of a first command of a search query
executed by a search system, and producing values of the
first field from at least some of the events as part of a second
command of the search query.

20. The method of claim 1, wherein the extraction rule
includes at least one regular expression.

21. A system, comprising:

one or more data processors; and

one or more computer-readable storage media contaiming,

instructions which when executed on the one or more
data processors, cause the one or more processors 1o
perform operations 1ncluding:

accessing a set of events 1n a data store, each event 1n the

set of events including a portion of raw machine data
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that reflects activity in an information technology envi-
ronment and that 1s produced by a component of that
information technology environment;

wherein an extraction rule for extracting a subportion of
text from the portion of raw machine data defines a first
field for the set of events, the subportion of text

containing an extracted value corresponding to the first
field;

automatically identifying a second field for the set of
events from the first field based on determining that the
extracted value for the first field includes text that
corresponds to a field label of the second field and
another value associated with the field label of the
second field; and

causing display of the field label of the automatically

identified second field.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the determining 1s
based on identilying at least one designated demarcating
character separating a first subportion of the text represent-
ing the field label of the second field from a second sub-
portion of the text representing the other value associated

with the field label of the second field.

23. The system of claim 21, wherein the automatically
identifying 1s part of executing a command that automati-
cally identifies and extracts a plurality of fields for the set of
events from the first field, each field being i1dentified by a
corresponding field label identified within text of values of
the first field.

24. The system of claim 21, wherein the automatically
identifying 1s part of executing a command that automati-
cally identifies the second field, produces values for the
second field from values of the first field, and associates the
produced values with corresponding events of the set of
events.

25. The system of claim 21, wherein the extraction rule
comprises mnstructions to produce the value for the first field
when a field label of the first field 1s 1dentified in the text
from the portion of raw machine data 1n the first event.

26. One or more non-transitory computer-storage media
storing computer-useable instructions that, when executed
by a computing device, perform a method, the method
comprising:

accessing a set of events 1n a data store, each event 1n the

set of events including a portion of raw machine data
that reflects activity 1n an information technology envi-
ronment and that 1s produced by a component of that
information technology environment;

wherein an extraction rule for extracting a subportion of

text from the portion of raw machine data defines a first
ficld for the set of events, the subportion of text
containing an extracted value corresponding to the first
field;

automatically identifying a second field for the set of

events from the first field based on determining that the
extracted value for the first field of a first event includes
text corresponds to a field label of the second field and
another value associated with the field label of the
second field; and

causing display of the field label of the automatically

identified second field.

277. The computer-storage media of claim 26, wherein the
determining 1s based on identifying at least one designated
demarcating character separating a first subportion of the
text representing the field label of the second field from a
second subportion of the text representing the other value
associated with the field label of the second field.
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28. The computer-storage media of claim 26, wherein the
automatically identifying 1s part of executing a command
that automatically identifies and extracts a plurality of fields
for the set of events from the first field, each field being
identified by a corresponding field label identified within 5
text of values of the first field.

29. The computer-storage media of claim 26, wherein the
automatically identifying 1s part of executing a command
that automatically 1dentifies the second field, produces val-
ues for the second field from wvalues of the first field, and 10
associates the produced values with corresponding events of
the set of events.

30. The computer-storage media of claim 26, wherein the
extraction rule comprises instructions to produce the value
for the first field when a field label of the first field 1s 15
identified 1n the text from the portion of raw machine data
in the first event.
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