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defining a housing interior for containing strip pack products
(20). The container housing has at least one flap (32)
pivotable between a closed position at least partially enclos-
ing the housing interior and an open position, wherein the
strip pack product (20) 1s suspended from the at least one
flap (32) 1n the open position.
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DISPLAY READY OUTER CONTAINER FOR
STRIP PACK WITH BUILI-IN HANGERS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s the National Stage of International
Application. No. PCT/US2016/014848, which designates

the U.S., filed Jan. 26, 2016, which claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 62/113,701 filed Feb. 13,

2013, the contents of all of which are incorporated herein by
reference in 1ts entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a container for consum-
able products. More particularly, the present invention
relates to a display ready outer container with built in
hangers for strip packs packed on flow wrapping machines.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Consumable products such as gum, candy pieces, cheese,
grocery strip/sachet packs, beverage packs (1.e. collee/
malted food drinks), low unit packs, etc. are packaged 1n a
variety of manners. One type of packaging 1s termed a “strip
pack” 1 which portions of the product are wrapped 1n a
plastic material and are connected to each other in a strip
form. Typically, a perforation i1s provided in the packaging
material between each wrapped product so that the wrapped
products can be disconnected from each other.

In the retail sale of such products, it 1s often desirable to
display the products in a manner that will allow for easy
identification and selection by the consumer. In this case, the
strip pack arrangement of the products lends itself to a
hanging display, in which the products can be hung from a
hanger, and wherein one or more wrapped products can be
casily removed from the strip by the consumer for purchase.
The unpurchased products of the strip remain hanging from
the hanger for other consumers to purchase.

The current conventional packaging for such hanging
displays includes individual hangers made of paper board,
with nylon strings for hanging. At the manufacturer, these
hangers are packed 1n non-display shipping cartons, together
with the strip pack products, and shipped to the retailer for
sale to the consumer. The hangers are removed from the
shipping carton and the strip pack products are hung from
the hangers. The completed display 1s then supported at a
convenient location at the retailer for consumer selection
and the outer shipping carton 1s discarded.

It can be appreciated that providing an outer shipping
carton for the hangers and strip pack products adds to the
expense ol packaging. It can also be appreciated that dis-
carding the outer shipping container after use has a detri-
mental impact on the environment. Accordingly, it would be
desirable to provide a display for strip pack products with
mimmal expense and with a reduced impact on the envi-
ronment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect of the present disclosure, a container for
transporting and displaying strip pack products 1s provided.
The container generally includes a container housing defin-
ing an interior for containing strip pack products, wherein
the container housing has at least one flap pivotable between
a closed position and an open position. In the closed
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position, the flap at least partially encloses the housing
interior and, in the open position, the flap permits access to

the interior of the container. The display further includes a
strip pack product suspended from the container flap when
the flap 1s 1n its open position.

In a preferred embodiment, the flap 1s formed with an
opening for suspending the strip pack theretfrom. The con-
tainer 1s further preferably formed with a mounting opening
for mounting the container to a support. Also, the container
1s preferably formed by folding a single blank of stock
material.

In another aspect of the invention, a method for displaying
strip pack products 1s provided. The method generally
includes storing a strip pack product within an interior of a
container, shipping the container to a retail location, opening
a tlap of the contamner to access the container interior,
removing the strip pack from the container interior, sus-
pending the strip pack from the open flap of the container
and mounting the container to a support at the retail location.

In another aspect of the imvention, a blank of stock
material for forming a strip pack product display 1s provided.
The blank generally includes a plurality of side wall panels
arranged 1n a row with adjacent side wall panels pivotably
connected to each other about a fold line, a bottom panel
pivotably connected to a sidewall panel about a fold line and
a flap panel pivotably connected to a sidewall panel about a
fold line. The flap panel extends from the side wall panel 1n
a direction opposite the bottom panel and also has at least
one opening formed therethrough for suspending a strip
pack product for display. The blank 1s foldable to form a
container having an interior defined by a plurality of side
walls formed by the side wall panels, a bottom formed at
least 1n part by the bottom panel and a tlap formed by the flap
panel opposite the bottom. The flap 1s pivotable between a
closed position at least partially enclosing the container
interior and an open position for displaying the strip pack
product.

In a preferred embodiment, each side panel of the blank
1s pi1votably connected at one end with a respective bottom
panel and 1s pivotably connected at an opposite end with a
respective flap panel. Also, at least one side panel 1s formed
with a mounting opening therethrough for mounting the
display to a support.

Thus, the present invention captures the specific design
solutions developed to avoid separate paperboard hangers.
The invention and design interventions make use of the flaps
of the secondary packaging outer cartons as extended flaps
to build in the hanging slots for the strips within the flaps of
the carton.

The built in hangers not only saves additional and sepa-
rate material for individual hangers, but also provides a
ready solution for display. Once the strips packs are packed
into the carton the display outers will just have to be opened,
inverted and tapped to show the display ready solution.

Features of the disclosure will become apparent from the
following detailed description considered in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings. It 1s to be understood,
however, that the drawings are designed as an 1illustration
only and not as a definition of the limits of this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a conventional hanger
display provided with strip pack products 1n a shipping
carton, according to the prior art.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the display container of the
present invention before opening.
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FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of the display container
shown i FIG. 1 after opening with strip pack products
hanging from the built-in hangers.

FIG. 4 1s a plan view of one embodiment of a blank of
stock material that could be used for forming the display of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PR
EMBODIMENTS

L]
ay

ERRED

A conventional strip pack display 100 of the prior art 1s
shown 1n FIG. 1. As described above, the conventional
display 100 includes a plurality of strip-like packaged prod-
ucts 110 that are hung from a component hanger 120. The
component hanger 120 1s cardboard and has openings 122
extending therethrough through which the strips of packages
110 are supported. The component hanger 120 and the strips
110 are encased 1n an outer shipping carton or box 130.
When the box 130 1s opened, the component hanger 120 can
be lifted out from the box and the strip products 110 wall
hang therefrom. The component hanger 120 can then be
mounted or hung in a wide variety of manners so as to allow
the strip products 110 to hang down for display.

Turning now to FIGS. 2 and 3, the present mmvention
relates to a combined shipping and display package 10 for
supporting and displaying a strip of products 20. The strip
products 20 can be any products packaged 1n a strip form, as
described above, and configured so as to allow for individual
detachment of one wrapped product from another. The strip
products 20 are suitably labeled and adapted to be displayed
in a hanging fashion for selection and purchase by a con-
SUMmet.

The display package 10 of the present invention includes
a container 30, which serves as both a shipping carton for the
strip products 20 and a display hanger for the products at the
retailer location. Thus, as shown 1n FIGS. 2 and 3, the
separate outer carton and hangers of the prior art are
integrated into a single container 30 such that the hanger 1s,
in fact, the outer carton.

As shown 1n FIG. 2, the container 30 forms a familiar
rectangular box defining an interior for containing the strip
products 20 for shipping to a retailer location. Once at the
retailer location, the container 30 1s opened to allow removal
of the strip products 20. However, as shown in FIG. 3, the
container 30 itself 1s then converted into a display that can
be mounted or secured at a desired location at the retailer so
that the strip products 20 can hang down in a vertical
mannet.

To allow for such conversion, the container 30 1s formed
with at least one flap 32 that can be unfolded outwardly
away from the container interior to form a vertical hanger.
The flap 32 has at least one opening or slot 34 formed
therethrough. The opening 34 has a height and width allow-
ing for insertion of at least one strip product 20 through the
opening so that the strip product can hang from the flap 1n
a vertical manner. The opening 34 may preferably have a
width matching the width of the strip product 20 to facilitate
retention of the strip product on the flap 32.

In a preferred embodiment, the container 30 includes four
side walls 36 with a flap 34 pivotably connected to each side
wall. The container 30 further includes a bottom 38 from
which the side walls 36 extend to form an interior. The four
flaps 32 have a size and shape to form the top of a fully
enclosed container 30 when folded mmwardly toward the
interior of the container 30. The flaps 32 are pivotable about
their respective side wall between a closed position, as
shown 1n FIG. 2, 1n which they enclose the container 30, and
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an open position, as shown in FIG. 3, 1n which they form a
hanger for supporting the strip products 20 in a vertical
mannet.

As shown 1n FIG. 4, the container 30 can be formed {from
a single blank 40 of stock material, such as cardboard or
other durable material. The blank 40 can include bottom
panels 42 connected to side panels 44, which, 1n turn, are
connected to flap panels 46. Fold lines 48 or creases are
provided between the panels to facilitate folding of the blank
40 to form the container 30. Thus, the side panels 44 are
folded about each other to form the side walls 36 of the
container and the bottom panels 42 are folded about the side
panels to form the bottom 38 of the container. One or more
panels can also be provided with an adhesive 50 to secure
the panels together.

As shown 1n FIG. 4, the flap panels 46 are connected to
the side panels 44 with a fold line 48 therebetween. At least
one openming 34 1s formed through each flap panel 46 through
which the strip products 20 can be suspended.

FIG. 4 further shows a preferred embodiment in which
cach flap panel 46 has a lid portion 46a and a hanger portion
466 separated by a fold line 48. The lid portion 46a 1is
pivotably connected to a side panel 44 about a fold line 48
and the hanger portion 465 1s pivotably connected to the lid
portion opposite the side panel. The lid portions 46a have a
s1ze and shape so as to fully enclose the container iterior
upon assembly. The hanger portion 465 are folded imnwardly
into the container interior upon assembly and are formed
with the openings 34 for suspending the strip product.

Thus, upon assembling the container, the lid portions 465
together form the top of the container, while the hanger
portions are disposed within the interior of the container 30.
In this manner, the strip pack products 20 can be “pre-
suspended” within the openings 34 of the hanger portions
466 when loading the container 30 so that, when opening the
tflaps 32, the strip pack products 20 will simply fall out of the
container and be suspended from the flaps 1n condition for
display.

Also 1n a preferred embodiment, at least one side panel 44
has one or more mounting openings 32, which allow the
container 30 to be secured to a vertical surface when
displayed. Mounting openings can also be provided 1n one
or more bottom panels 42, which would allow the container
30 to be mounted to a horizontal surface. In this manner, the
blank 40 can be assembled to form the contamner 30 and the
container can then be hung by nylon strings from a shelf or
hanging hooks 1n the retails market to form the display 10
shown 1n FIG. 3 for displaying the strip products 20.

As a result of the present mmvention, a display 10 1is
provided 1in which the outer carton and the hangers are
integrated into a single unit such that the hanger 1s the outer
carton. The outer carton combination can be formed from a
single blank, wherein, as the bottom flaps of the carton are
opened, the strip packages extend downward. The carton can
be mounted or secured so that the strip products hang down
in a vertical manner.

It should be apparent to those skilled in the art that the
described embodiments of the present invention provided
herein are illustrative only and not limiting, having been
presented by way of example only. As described herein, all
features disclosed 1n this description may be replaced by
alternative features serving the same or similar purpose,
unless expressly stated otherwise. Therefore, numerous
other embodiments of the modifications thereof are contem-
plated as falling within the scope of the present invention as
defined herein and equivalents thereto. While wvarious
embodiments of the present invention are specifically 1llus-
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trated and/or described herein, it will be appreciated that
modifications and variations of the present invention may be
cllected by those skilled 1n the art without departing from the
spirit and intended scope of the invention.

What 1s claimed 1s: 5

1. A container for transporting and displaying strip pack
products, the container comprising:

a container housing defimng a housing interior for con-
taimning strip pack products, said container housing
including a plurality of side walls and a plurality of 10
flaps pivotable between a closed position at least par-
tially enclosing said housing interior and an open
position, each of the plurality of flaps integrally con-
nected to corresponding side wall such that, 1n the open
position, each of the plurality of tlaps extends from the 15
corresponding side wall m a generally vertical direc-
tion, each of the plurality of flaps having at least one
opening defined thereon; and

a strip pack product suspended from the at least one
opening ol each of said plurality of flaps 1n a generally 20
vertical manner 1n said open position.

2. The container as defined in claim 1, wherein said
container housing 1s formed with a mounting opening for
mounting the container to a support.

3. The container as defined in claim 1, wherein said 25
container housing 1s formed by folding a single blank of
stock material.
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