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ADVANCED MOTION VECTOR
PREDICTION SPEEDUPS FOR VIDEO
CODING

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application 62/621,804, filed Jan. 25, 2018, the entire
content of which 1s incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to video coding.

BACKGROUND

Dagital video capabilities can be incorporated into a wide
range ol devices, including digital televisions, digital direct
broadcast systems, wireless broadcast systems, personal
digital assistants (PDAs), laptop or desktop computers,
tablet computers, e-book readers, digital cameras, digital
recording devices, digital media players, video gaming
devices, video game consoles, cellular or satellite radio
telephones, so-called “smart phones,” video teleconferenc-
ing devices, video streaming devices, and the like. Digital
video devices implement video coding techniques, such as
those described in the standards defined by MPEG-2,
MPEG-4, ITU-T H.261, ITU-T H.262, ITU-T H.263, ITU-T
H.264 (also known as ISO/ IEC MPEG-4 AV(C), 1nc1ud1ng 1ts
Scalable Video Coding (SVC) and Multiview Video Coding
(MVC) extensions, the High Efliciency Video Coding
(HEVC) standard (ITU-T H.265), and extensions of such
standards. The video devices may transmit, receive, encode,
decode, and/or store digital video information more efli-
ciently by implementing such video coding techniques.

The design of High-Efliciency Video Coding (HEVC)
was finalized by the Joint Collaboration Team on Video
Coding (JCT-VC) of ITU-T Video Coding Experts Group
(VCEG) and ISO/IEC Motion Picture Experts Group
(MPEG). Wang et al., “High Efliciency Video Coding
(HEVC) Defect Report 2,7 Joint Collaborative Team on
Video Coding (JCT-VC) of ITU-T SG 16 WP 3 and ISO/IEC
JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11, 15" Meeting, Geneva, CH, 23 Oct.-1
Nov. 2013 1s a HJVC draft speciﬁcation referred to as
HEVC WD hereinafter, which 1s available from http://
phenix.nt-evey.ir/jct/doc_end_user/documents/15_Geneva/
wgll/JCTVC-01003-v2.z1ip. The Range FExtensions to
HEVC, namely HEVC-Rext, was also developed by the
JCT-VC. Flynn et al., “ngh Efliciency Video Codlng
(HEVC) Range _thensmns text specification: Drait 6,” Joint
Collaborative Team on Video Coding (JCT-VC) of ITU-T
SG 16 WP 3 and ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11, 16
Meeting, San Jose, US, 9-17 Jan. 2014 1s a Working Draft
(WD) of Range extensions, referred to as RExt WD6 here-
inafter, which 1s available from http://phenmix.int-evry.ir/jct/
doc_end_user/documents/16_San%20Jose/wgl1/JCTVC-
P1005-v1.z1p.

Investigation of new coding tools for future video coding
have begun (JVET-Jomt Video Exploration Team), and
technologies that improve the coding efliciency for video
coding have been begun to be proposed. There 1s evidence
that significant improvements in coding efliciency can be
obtained by exploiting the characteristics of video content,
especially for the high-resolution content like 4K, with
novel dedicated coding tools beyond H.265/HEVC.

Video coding techniques include spatial (intra-picture)
prediction and/or temporal (inter-picture) prediction to
reduce or remove redundancy inherent 1n video sequences.
For block-based video coding, a video slice (e.g., a video
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2

picture or a portion of a video picture) may be partitioned
into video blocks, which may also be referred to as coding
tree units (CTUs), coding units (CUs) and/or coding nodes.
Video blocks 1n an intra-coded (I) slice of a picture are
encoded using spatial prediction with respect to reference
samples 1n neighboring blocks 1n the same picture. Video
blocks 1n an inter-coded (P or B) slice of a picture may use
spatial prediction with respect to reference samples 1n neigh-
boring blocks 1n the same picture or temporal prediction
with respect to reference samples 1n other reference pictures.
Pictures may be referred to as frames, and reference pictures
may be referred to as reference frames.

Spatial or temporal prediction results 1n a predictive block
for a block to be coded. Residual data represents pixel
differences between the original block to be coded and the
predictive block. An inter-coded block 1s encoded according
to a motion vector that points to a block of reference samples
forming the predictive block, and the residual data indicat-
ing the difference between the coded block and the predic-
tive block. An intra-coded block 1s encoded according to an
intra-coding mode and the residual data. For further com-
pression, the residual data may be transformed from the
pixel domain to a transform domain, resulting in residual
transform coeflicients, which then may be quantized. The
quantized transform coeflicients, mitially arranged 1n a two-

dimensional array, may be scanned in order to produce a
one-dimensional vector of transform coethcients, and

entropy coding may be applied to achieve even more com-
pression.

SUMMARY

In general, this disclosure describes techniques for
advanced motion vector prediction (AMVP) speedups for
video encoders. The techniques of this disclosure may be
applied to existing or future video coding standards. The
disclosed techniques are described 1n detail below.

In one example, this disclosure describes a method of
encoding video data, the method comprising: performing, by
a video encoder, an Advanced Motion Vector Prediction
(AMVP) process for a current block of a current picture of
the video data, wherein performing the AMVP process
comprises: determining, by the video encoder, a first cost by
performing a uni-directional AMVP motion estimation pro-
cess using reference pictures 1n a first reference picture list;
determining, by the video encoder, a second cost by per-
forming the uni-directional AMVP motion estimation pro-
cess using reference pictures in a second reference picture
list; determining, by the video encoder, a non-fixed reference
picture list, wherein the non-fixed reference picture list 1s the
first reference picture list when the first cost 1s less than the
second cost and the non-fixed reference picture list 1s the
second reference picture list when the second cost 1s less
than the first cost; determining, by the video encoder,
whether local illumination compensation (LIC) 1s being
applied in the AMVP process; based on LIC being applied
in the AMVP process: skipping, by the video encoder, a
bi-directional AMVP motion estimation process that sets a
third cost to be a cost associated with encoding the current
block using a bi-directional AMVP mode; and setting, by the
video encoder, the third cost to a maximum cost value; and
determining, by the video encoder, a set of motion infor-
mation based on a comparison of the first cost, the second
cost, and the third cost, wherein the set of motion informa-
tion includes one or more motion vectors; and generating, by
the video encoder, residual data indicating differences
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between the current block and a predictive block pointed to
by the one or more motion vectors of the set of motion
information.

In another example, this disclosure describes a video
encoding device comprising: a memory configured to store
video data; and one or more processing circuits configured
to: perform an Advanced Motion Vector Prediction (AMVP)
process for a current block of a current picture of the video
data, wherein the one or more processing circuits are con-
figured such that, as part of performing the AMVP process,
the one or more processing circuits: determine a {irst cost by
performing a uni-directional AMVP motion estimation pro-
cess using reference pictures 1n a first reference picture list;
determine a second cost by performing the uni-directional
AMVP motion estimation process using reference pictures
in a second reference picture list; determine a non-fixed
reference picture list, wherein the non-fixed reference pic-
ture list 1s the first reference picture list when the first cost
1s less than the second cost and the non-fixed reference
picture list 1s the second reference picture list when the
second cost 1s less than the first cost; determine whether
local illumination compensation (LIC) 1s being applied 1n
the AMVP process; based on LIC being applied in the
AMVP process: skip a bi-directional AMVP motion estima-
tion process that sets a third cost to be a cost associated with
encoding the current block using a bi-directional AMVP
mode; and set the third cost to a maximum cost value; and
determine a set of motion information based on a compari-
son of the first cost, the second cost, and the third cost,
wherein the set of motion mformation includes one or more
motion vectors; and generate residual data indicating differ-
ences between the current block and a predictive block
pointed to by the one or more motion vectors of the set of
motion mmformation.

In another example, this disclosure describes a video
encoding device comprising: means for performing, by the
video encoder, an Advanced Motion Vector Prediction
(AMYVP) process for a current block of a current picture of
video data, the means for performing the AMVP process
comprises: means for determining a first cost by performing
a uni-directional AMVP motion estimation process using
reference pictures 1n a first reference picture list; means for
determining a second cost by performing the uni-directional
AMVP motion estimation process using reference pictures
in a second reference picture list; means for determiming a
non-fixed reference picture list, wherein the non-fixed ref-
erence picture list 1s the first reference picture list when the
first cost 1s less than the second cost and the non-fixed
reference picture list 1s the second reference picture list
when the second cost 1s less than the first cost; means for
determining whether local 1llumination compensation (LIC)
1s being applied in the AMVP process; based on LIC being
applied 1n the AMVP process: means for skipping a bi-
directional AMVP motion estimation process that sets a third
cost to be a cost associated with encoding the current block
using a bi-directional AMVP mode; and means for setting
the third cost to a maximum cost value; and means for
determining a set of motion mmformation based on a com-
parison of the first cost, the second cost, and the third cost,
wherein the set of motion mformation includes one or more
motion vectors; and means for generating residual data
indicating differences between the current block and a
predictive block pointed to by the one or more motion
vectors of the set of motion mformation.

In another example, this disclosure describes a computer-
readable storage medium having instructions stored thereon
that, when executed, cause a video encoding device to:

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

perform an Advanced Motion Vector Prediction (AMVP)
process for a current block of a current picture of video data,
wherein as part of causing the video encoding device to
perform the AMVP process, execution of the instructions
causes the video encoding device to: determine a first cost by
performing a uni-directional AMVP motion estimation pro-
cess using reference pictures 1n a first reference picture list;
determine a second cost by performing the uni-directional
AMVP motion estimation process using reference pictures
in a second reference picture list; determine a non-fixed
reference picture list, wherein the non-fixed reference pic-
ture list 1s the first reference picture list when the first cost
1s less than the second cost and the non-fixed reference
picture list 1s the second reference picture list when the
second cost 1s less than the first cost; determine whether

local 1llumination compensation (LIC) 1s being applied 1n
the AMVP process; based on LIC being applied in the
AMVP process: skip a bi-directional AMVP motion estima-
tion process that sets a third cost to be a cost associated with
encoding the current block using a bi-directional AMVP
mode; and set the third cost to a maximum cost value:; and
determine a set of motion information based on a compari-
son of the first cost, the second cost, and the third cost,
wherein the set of motion information includes one or more
motion vectors; and generate residual data indicating differ-
ences between the current block and a predictive block
pointed to by the one or more motion vectors of the set of
motion 1information.

In another example, this disclosure describes a method for
decoding video data, the method comprising: determining,
by a video decoder, that a block of the video data that 1s
encoded using Advanced Motion Vector Prediction (AMVP)
1s encoded using uni-directional AMVP and not bi-direc-
tional AMVP; and based on the block being encoded using
uni-directional AMVP: obtaining, by the video decoder, a
local i1llumination compensation (LLIC) flag from an encoded
video bitstream, the LIC flag indicating whether the block 1s
encoded using LIC; using, by the wvideo decoder, uni-
directional AMVP to generate a first predicted signal for the
block; based on the LIC flag indicating that the block 1s
encoded using LIC, using, by the video decoder, LIC to
generate a second predicted signal for the block based on the
first predicted signal; and forming, by the video decoder, a
decoded video block by summing a residual block and the
second predicted signal. Other examples of this disclosure
describe devices for decoding video data that comprise
means for performing this method and computer-readable
storage medium having instructions that when executed
cause one or more processing circuits to perform this
method.

In another example, this disclosure describes a device for
decoding video data, the device comprising: a memory
configured to store video data; and one or more processing
circuits configured to: determine that a block of the video
data that 1s encoded using Advanced Motion Vector Predic-

tion (AMVP) 1s encoded using uni-directional AMVP and
not bi-directional AMVP; and based on the block being
encoded using uni-directional AMVP: obtain a local 1llumi-

nation compensation (LIC) flag from an encoded wvideo
bitstream, the LIC flag indicating whether the block 1s
encoded using LIC; use uni-directional AMVP to generate a
first predicted signal for the block; based on the LIC flag
indicating that the block 1s encoded using LIC, use LIC to
generate a second predicted signal for the block based on the
first predicted signal; and form a decoded video block by
summing a residual block and the second predicted signal.
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In another example, this disclosure describes a method for
decoding video data, the method comprising: determining,
by a video decoder, based on a local illumination compen-
sation (LIC) flag signaled in an encoded video bitstream,
that a block of the video data that 1s encoded using Advanced
Motion Vector Prediction (AMVP) 1s encoded using LIC;

and based on the block being encoded using LIC: determin-
ing, by the video decoder, that the block 1s encoded using
uni-directional AMVP and not bi-directional AMVP without

decoding any syntax elements that explicitly indicate that
the block 1s encoded using uni-directional AMVP and not
bi-directional AMVP; using, by the video decoder, uni-
directional AMVP to generate a first predicted signal for the
block; use LIC to generate a second predicted signal for the
block based on the first predicted signal; and forming, by the
video decoder, a decoded video block by summing a residual
block and the second predicted signal. Other examples of
this disclosure describe devices for decoding video data that
comprise means for performing this method and computer-
readable storage medium having instructions that when
executed cause one or more processing circuits to perform
this method.

In another example, this disclosure describes a device for
decoding video data, the device comprising: a memory
configured to store video data; and one or more processing
circuits configured to: determine, based on a local 1llumi-
nation compensation (LIC) flag signaled in an encoded
video bitstream, that a block of the video data that 1s encoded
using Advanced Motion Vector Prediction (AMVP) 1s
encoded using LIC; based on the block being encoded using
LIC: determine that the block i1s encoded using uni-direc-
tional AMVP and not bi-directional AMVP without decod-
ing any syntax elements that explicitly indicate that the
block 1s encoded using uni-directional AMVP and not bi-
directional AMVP; use uni-directional AMVP to generate a
first predicted signal for the block; use LIC to generate a
second predicted signal for the block based on the first
predicted signal; and form a decoded video block by sum-
ming a residual block and the second predicted signal.

The details of one or more examples are set forth 1n the
accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
features, objects, and advantages will be apparent from the
description, drawings, and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating an example video
encoding and decoding system that may utilize techniques
for 1mplementing advanced motion vector prediction
(AMVP) speedups for video encoding, 1n accordance with
one or more techniques of this disclosure.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram illustrating an example of a
video encoder that may implement techmques for imple-
menting AMVP speedups for video encoding in accordance
with one or more techniques of this disclosure.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram illustrating an example of a
video decoder that may be used with technmiques of this
disclosure for implementing AMVP speedups.

FI1G. 4 1s a conceptual diagram illustrating an example of
coding unit (CU) structure 1n High Efliciency Video Coding
(HEVC).

FIG. 5 1s a conceptual diagram 1llustrating example par-
tition modes for an inter prediction mode.

FIG. 6 A and FIG. 6B are conceptual diagrams 1llustrating,
examples of block partitioning using a quadtree-binary tree
(QTBT) tree structure and a corresponding tree structure.
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FIG. 7 1s a conceptual diagram illustrating an example set
of CU splitting modes available in a coding scheme.

FIG. 8 1s a flowchart illustrating an example motion
procedure for AMVP mode.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example simplified afline motion
model for a current block.

FIG. 10 1s a conceptual diagram 1llustrating an example of
a random-access configuration with a group of pictures
(GOP) size equal to 16.

FIG. 11 1s a flowchart illustrating an example operation
for performing an AMVP operation that disables bi-direc-
tional AMVP during a pass through the AMVP process in
which local 1llumination compensation (LIC) 1s applied.

FIG. 12 1s a flowchart 1llustrating an example operation of
a video encoder i1n accordance with a technique of this
disclosure.

FIG. 13 1s a flowchart illustrating am example motion
procedure for AMVP mode 1mn which a video encoder may
skip bi-directional AMVP motion estimation, in accordance
with a technique of this disclosure.

FIG. 14 1s a flowchart 1llustrating an example operation of
a video decoder in accordance with a technique of this
disclosure.

FIG. 15 1s a flowchart illustrating an example operation of
a video decoder in accordance with a technique of this
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The process of encoding video data may ivolve a large
number of rate-distortion (RD) comparisons. Each RD com-
parison consumes energy and slows the process of encoding
the video data. Therefore, avoiding unnecessary RD com-
parisons may be advantageous to reduce energy consump-
tion and accelerate the process of encoding the video data.
Other types of cost estimation for various encoding modes
may also consume energy and slow the encoding process.

Local illumination compensation (LIC) 1s a coding tool
that may be enabled or disabled at the level of individual
blocks, such as coding units (CUSs), of a picture. LIC may be
used to efliciently encode local changes to the 1llumination
levels of objects shown 1n the video data, such as when an
object moves 1mto or out of a shadow. Because blocks
encoded using LIC may represent objects that are moving,
it may be advantageous to use motion prediction tools, such
as Advanced Motion Vector Prediction (AMVP), when
encoding the blocks. However, encoding a block using both
LIC and AMVP may significantly increase the number of
RD comparisons and other cost estimations performed by
the video encoder because the video encoder may need to
perform an AMVP process with LIC and also perform the
AMVP process without applying LIC.

This disclosure describes techniques that may accelerate
the process of encoding video data by potentially reducing
the number of RD comparisons or other operations per-
formed by the video encoder. For example, this disclosure
describes techniques that a video encoder may use to speed
up the video encoding process when one or more of LIC and
alline prediction are applied, thereby potentially reducing
encoding time and potentially reducing energy usage.

For instance, in one example, a video encoder may
perform an AMVP process for a current block of a current
picture of the video data. In this example, as part of
performing the AMVP process, the video encoder may
determine a first cost by performing a uni-directional AMVP
motion estimation process using reference pictures in a first
reference picture list. Additionally, the video encoder may
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determine a second cost by performing the uni-directional
AMVP motion estimation process using reference pictures
in a second reference picture list. The video encoder may
also determine a non-fixed reference picture list. The non-
fixed reference picture list may be the first reference picture
list when the first cost 1s less than the second cost. The
non-fixed reference picture list may be the second reference
picture list when the second cost 1s less than the first cost.

Furthermore, 1n this example, the video encoder may
determine whether local 1llumination compensation (LIC) 1s
being applied 1n the AMVP process. When LIC 1s being
applied in the AMVP process, the video encoder may skip a
bi-directional AMVP motion estimation process that sets a
third cost to be a cost associated with encoding the current
block using a bi-directional AMVP mode. Additionally,
when LIC 1s being applied in the AMVP process, the video
encoder may set the third cost to a maximum cost value. The
video encoder may also determine a set ol motion informa-
tion based on a comparison of the first cost, the second cost,
and the third cost. In this example, the set of motion
information includes one or more motion vectors. The video
encoder may generate residual data indicating differences
between the current block and a predictive block pointed to
by the one or more motion vectors of the set of motion
information.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating an example video
encoding and decoding system 10 that may utilize tech-
niques for implementing advanced motion vector prediction
(AMVP) speedups for video encoding, 1n accordance with
one or more techmiques of this disclosure. System 100
includes a source device 102 that provides encoded video
data to be decoded at a later time by a destination device 116.
In the example of FIG. 1, source device 102 provides the
encoded video data to destination device 116 via a computer-
readable medium 110. Source device 102 and destination
device 116 may comprise any of a wide range of devices,
including desktop computers, notebook (1.e., laptop) com-
puters, tablet computers, set-top boxes, telephone handsets
such as so-called “smart” phones, so-called “smart” pads,
televisions, cameras, display devices, digital media players,
video gaming consoles, video streaming device, or the like.
In some cases, source device 102 and destination device 116
may be equipped for wireless communication.

Destination device 116 may receive the encoded video
data to be decoded via computer-readable medium 110.
Computer-readable medium 110 may comprise any type of
medium or device capable of moving the encoded video data
from source device 102 to destination device 116. In one
example, computer-readable medium 110 may comprise a
communication medium to enable source device 102 to
transmit encoded video data directly to destination device
116 in real-time. The encoded video data may be modulated
according to a communication standard, such as a wireless
communication protocol, and transmitted to destination
device 116. The communication medium may comprise any
wireless or wired communication medium, such as a radio
frequency (RF) spectrum or one or more physical transmis-
sion lines. The communication medium may form part of a
packet-based network, such as a local area network, a
wide-area network, or a global network such as the Internet.
The communication medium may include routers, switches,

base stations, or any other equipment that may be useful to
facilitate communication from source device 102 to desti-
nation device 116.

The techniques of this disclosure are not necessarily
limited to wireless applications or settings. The techniques
may be applied to video coding 1n support of any of a variety
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of multimedia applications, such as over-the-air television
broadcasts, cable television transmissions, satellite televi-
sion transmissions, Internet streaming video transmissions,
such as dynamic adaptive streaming over HTTP (DASH),
digital video that 1s encoded onto a computer-readable data
storage medium, decoding of digital video stored on a
computer-readable data storage medium, or other applica-
tions. In some examples, system 10 may be configured to
support one-way or two-way video transmission to support
applications such as video streaming, video playback, video
broadcasting, and/or video telephony.

In the example of FIG. 1, source device 102 includes a
video source 104, a memory 106, a video encoder 200, and
an output 1ntertace 108. Destination device 116 includes a
memory 120, an mput mtertace 122, a video decoder 300,
and a display device 118. In accordance with this disclosure,
video encoder 200 of source device 102 may be configured
to apply the techniques for encoding video data that imple-
ment AMVP speedups. In other examples, source device 102
and destination device 116 may include other components or
arrangements. For example, source device 102 may receive
video data from an external video source, such as an external
camera. Likewise, destination device 116 may interface with
an external display device, rather than including an inte-
grated display device.

Memory 106 of source device 102 and memory 120 of
destination device 116 represent general purpose memories.
In some example, memories 106, 120 may store raw video
data, e.g., raw video from video source 104 and raw,
decoded video data from video decoder 300. Additionally or
alternatively, memories 106, 120 may store software mstruc-
tions executable by, e.g., video encoder 200 and wvideo
decoder 300, respectively. Although shown separately from
video encoder 200 and video decoder 300 1n this example,
it should be understood that video encoder 200 and video
decoder 300 may also include internal memories for func-
tionally similar or equivalent purposes. Furthermore, memo-
ries 106, 120 may store encoded video data, e.g., output
from video encoder 200 and mput to video decoder 300. In
some examples, portions of memories 106, 120 may be
allocated as one or more video buflers, e.g., to store raw,
decoded, and/or encoded video data.

The 1illustrated system 100 of FIG. 1 1s merely one
example. Techniques for coding video data that implement
the AMVP speedups of this disclosure may be performed by
any digital video encoding and/or decoding device.
Although generally the techniques of this disclosure are
performed by a video encoding device, the techniques may
also be performed by a video encoder/decoder, typically
referred to as a “CODEC.” Source device 102 and destina-
tion device 116 are merely examples of such coding devices
in which source device 102 generates coded video data for
transmission to destination device 116. In some examples,
source device 102 and destination device 116 may operate 1n
a substantially symmetrical manner such that each of source
device 102 and destination device 116 include video encod-
ing and decoding components. Hence, system 100 may
support one-way or two-way video transmission between
source device 102 and destination device 116, e.g., for video
streaming, video playback, video broadcasting, or video
telephony.

Video source 104 of source device 102 may include a
video capture device, such as a video camera, a video
archive containing previously captured video, and/or a video
feed interface to receive video from a video content pro-
vider. As a further alternative, video source 104 may gen-
erate computer graphics-based data as the source video, or
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a combination of live video, archived video, and computer-
generated video. In some cases, 1 video source 104 1s a
video camera, source device 102 and destination device 116
may form so-called camera phones or video phones. As
mentioned above, however, the techniques described 1n this
disclosure may be applicable to video coding 1n general and
may be applied to wireless and/or wired applications. In
cach case, the captured, pre-captured, or computer-gener-
ated video may be encoded by video encoder 200. The
encoded video information may then be output by output
interface 108 onto a computer-readable medium 110.

In some examples, encoded data may be output from
output interface 108 to a storage device. Similarly, encoded
data may be accessed from the storage device by input
interface 122. The storage device may include any of a
variety of distributed or locally accessed data storage media
such as a hard drive, Blu-ray discs, DVDs, CD-ROMs, flash
memory, volatile or non-volatile memory, or any other
suitable digital storage media for storing encoded video
data.

In some examples, source device 102 may output encoded
video data to file server 114 or another intermediate storage
device that may store the encoded video generated by source
device 102. Destination device 116 may access stored video
data from file server 114 via streaming or download. File
server 114 may be any type of server device capable of
storing encoded video data and transmitting that encoded
video data to the destination device 116. File server 114 may
represent a web server (e.g., for a website), a File Transier
Protocol (F'TP) server, a content delivery network device, or
a network attached storage (NAS) device. Destination
device 116 may access encoded video data from file server
114 through any standard data connection, including an
Internet connection. This may include a wireless channel
(e.g., a W1-F1 connection), a wired connection (e.g., DSL,
cable modem, etc.), or a combination of both that 1s suitable
for accessing encoded video data stored on file server 114.
File server 114 and input iterface 122 may be configured to
operate according to a streaming transmission protocol, a
download transmission protocol, or a combination thereof.

Computer-readable medium 110 may include transient
media, such as a wireless broadcast or wired network
transmission, or storage media (that 1s, non-transitory stor-
age media), such as a hard disk, flash drive, compact disc,
digital video disc, Blu-ray disc, or other computer-readable
media. In some examples, a network server (not shown) may
receive encoded video data from source device 102 and
provide the encoded video data to destination device 116,
e.g., via network transmission. Similarly, a computing
device of a medium production facility, such as a disc
stamping facility, may receive encoded video data from
source device 102 and produce a disc containing the
encoded video data. Therefore, computer-readable medium
110 may be understood to include one or more computer-
readable media of various forms, in various examples.

Input interface 122 of destination device 116 receives
information from computer-readable medium 110. The
information of computer-readable medium 110 may include
syntax information defined by video encoder 200, which 1s
also used by video decoder 300, that includes syntax ele-
ments that describe characteristics and/or processing of
blocks and other coded units. Display device 118 displays
the decoded video data to a user and may comprise any of
a variety ol display devices such as a cathode ray tube
(CRT), a liquid crystal display (LCD), a plasma display, an
organic light emitting diode (OLED) display, or another type
of display device.
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Video encoder 200 and video decoder 300 may operate
according to a video coding standard, such as the High
Efficiency Video Coding (HEVC) standard, also referred to
as I'TU-T H.2635. Alternatively, video encoder 200 and video
decoder 300 may operate according to other proprietary or
industry standards, such as the ITU-T H.264 standard,
alternatively referred to as MPEG 4, Part 10, Advanced
Video Coding (AVC), or extensions of such standards. The
techniques of this disclosure, however, are not limited to any
particular coding standard. Alternatively, video encoder 200
and video decoder 300 may operate according to other
proprietary or industry standards, such as the Joint Explo-
ration Test Model (JEM). Although not shown 1n FIG. 1, in
some aspects, video encoder 200 and video decoder 300 may
cach be integrated with an audio encoder and decoder, and
may 1nclude appropriate MUX-DEMUX units, or other
hardware and software, to handle encoding of both audio
and video 1n a common data stream or separate data streams.
If applicable, MUX-DEMUX units may conform to the ITU
H.223 multiplexer protocol, or other protocols such as the
user datagram protocol (UDP).

Video encoder 200 and video decoder 300 each may be
implemented as any of a variety of suitable encoder cir-
cuitry, such as one or more microprocessors, digital signal
processors (DSPs), application specific integrated circuits
(ASICs), field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), discrete
logic, software, hardware, firmware or any combinations
thereof. When the techniques are implemented partially in
soltware, a device may store instructions for the software 1n
a suitable, non-transitory computer-readable medium and
execute the instructions in hardware using one or more
processors to perform the techniques of this disclosure. Each
of video encoder 200 and wvideo decoder 300 may be
included 1in one or more encoders or decoders, either of
which may be integrated as part of a combined encoder/
decoder (CODEC) 1n a respective device.

In video coding, tree data structures may be used to
represent video block partitioning. For example, in HEVC,
a quadtree 1s used to represent partitioning of a coding tree
block (CTB) mto coding units (CUs). Other tree structures
have been used for other block-based video coding para-
digms. For example, binary trees have been used to repre-
sent partitioning of blocks into either two horizontal or two
vertical blocks. Multi-type trees, such as quadtree binary
trees (QTBTs), may be used to combine quadtrees and
binary trees.

A multi-type-tree structure 1s a kind of flat structure. All
tree types are equally important for a tree node, which makes
multi-type-tree traversal complicated. In addition, 1n con-
ventional coding techniques related to multi-type-tree struc-
tures, some coding tools are not compatible with multi-type-
tree structures and/or QTBT structures. For example,
overlapped block motion compensation (OBMC) 1s less
cilicient when used with multi-type-trees or QTBTs, because
there are no PU boundaries 1n these tree types. In this case,
OBMC can only be applied to one side of CU boundaries.
Likewise, overlapped transform techniques cannot be
applied, since there are no PU boundaries and overlapped
transforms are not allowed to cross CU boundaries. It 1s also
difficult to define a region where sub-blocks can share the
same quantization parameter (QP) prediction values to efli-
ciently signal QP vanation when using multi-type-tree or
Q1BT structures.

In general, according to HEVC, a video picture may be
divided into a sequence of coding tree units (C1Us) (or
largest coding unmits (LCUSs)) that may include both luma and
chroma samples. Alternatively, CTUs may include mono-
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chrome data (1.e., only luma samples). Syntax data within a
bitstream may define a size for the CTU, which 1s a largest
coding unit 1n terms of the number of pixels. A slice includes
a number of consecutive CTUs i coding order. A video
picture may be partitioned 1nto one or more slices. Each
CTU may be split mnto CUs according to a quadtree. In
general, a quadtree data structure includes one node per CU,
with a root node corresponding to the CTU. If a CU 1s split
into four sub-CUs, the node corresponding to the CU
includes four leatl nodes, each of which corresponds to one
of the sub-CUs.

Each node of the quadtree data structure may provide
syntax data for the corresponding CU. For example, a node
in the quadtree may include a split tlag, indicating whether
the CU corresponding to the node 1s split into sub-CUs.
Syntax elements for a CU may be defined recursively and
may depend on whether the CU 1s split into sub-CUs. If a
CU 1s not split further, 1t 1s referred as a leal CU. In this
disclosure, four sub-CUSs of a leat CU will also be referred
to as leal-CUs even 1f there 1s no explicit splitting of the
original leat CU. For example, if a CU at 16x16 size 1s not
split further, the four 8x8 sub-CUs will also be referred to as
leat-CUs although the 16x16 CU was never split.

A CU has a similar purpose as a macroblock of the H.264
standard, except that a CU does not have a size distinction.
For example, a C'TU may be split into four child nodes (also
referred to as sub-CUs), and each child node may 1n turn be
a parent node and be split into another four child nodes. A
final, unsplit child node, referred to as a leal node of the
quadtree, comprises a coding node, also referred to as a
leal-CU. Syntax data associated with a coded bitstream may
define a maximum number of times a CTU may be split,
referred to as a maximum CU depth, and may also define a
mimmum size of the coding nodes. Accordingly, a bitstream
may also define a smallest coding unit (SCU). This disclo-
sure uses the term “block™ to refer to any of a CU, prediction
unit (PU), or transform unit (TU), 1n the context of HEVC,
or similar data structures in the context of other standards
(e.g., macroblocks and sub-blocks thereof in H.264/AVC).

In addition or in the alternative, video encoder 200 and
video decoder 300 may be configured to use center-side
triple tree alike partitioning, 1n addition to a HEVC-style
coding tree structure. For example, video encoder 200 and
video decoder 300 may use new partitions, such as center-
side triple tree, 1n addition to asymmetric motion partition-
ing (AMP) or to replace AMP as PU partitioning types.

A CU may 1nclude a coding node, one or more prediction
units (PUs), and one or more transform units (TUs) associ-
ated with the coding node. A size of the CU corresponds to
a size of the coding node and i1s generally square in shape.
The size of the CU may range from 8x8 pixels up to the size
of the CTU with a maximum size, e.g., 64x64 pixels or
greater. Fach CU may contain one or more PUs and one or
more TUs. Syntax data associated with a CU may describe,
for example, partitioning of the CU into one or more PUs.
Partitioning modes may differ between whether the CU 1s
skip or direct mode encoded, intra-prediction mode encoded,
or inter-prediction mode encoded. PUs may be partitioned to
be non-square in shape. Syntax data associated with a CU
may also describe, for example, partitioning of the CU 1nto
one or more TUs according to a quadtree. A TU can be
square or non-square (e.g., rectangular) in shape. In JEM,
CUs are not partitioned into PUs. Hence, 1n JEM, a CU may
be considered to be a PU.

The HEVC standard allows for transformations according,
to TUs, which may be different for different CUs. The TUs

are typically sized based on the size of PUs within a given
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CU defined for a partitioned CTU, although this may not
always be the case. The TUs are typically the same size or
smaller than the PUs. In some examples, residual samples
corresponding to a CU may be subdivided into smaller units
using a quadtree structure known as a residual quad tree
(RQT). The leal nodes of the RQT may be referred to as
transform units (TUs). Pixel difference values associated
with the TUs may be transformed to produce transform
coellicients, which may be quantized.

In HEVC, a leal CU may include one or more PUs. In
general, a PU represents a spatial area corresponding to all
or a portion of the corresponding CU and may include data
for retrieving and/or generating a reference sample for the
PU. Moreover, a PU 1includes data related to prediction.
When the PU 1s inter-mode encoded, the PU may include
data defining motion information, such as one or more
motion vectors, for the PU. The data defining the motion
vector for a PU may describe, for example, a horizontal
component of the motion vector, a vertical component of the
motion vector, a resolution for the motion vector (e.g.,
one-quarter pixel precision or one-eighth pixel precision), a
reference picture to which the motion vector points, and/or
a reference picture list (e.g., List O, List 1, or List C) for the
motion vector.

In HEVC, a leat CU may also include one or more TUSs.
The TUs may be specified using an RQT (also referred to as
a TU guadtree structure), as discussed above. For example,
a split flag may indicate whether a leaf-CU 1s split into four
transform umts. Then, each transform umt may be split
turther into further sub-TUs. When a TU 1s not split further,
it may be referred to as a leat TU. Video encoder 200 may
calculate a residual value for each leatf TU as a difference
between a predictive block and the original block. A TU 1s
not necessarily limited to the size of a PU. Thus, TUs may
be larger or smaller than a PU. In general, this disclosure
uses the terms CU and TU to refer to leat-CU and leat TU,
respectively, unless noted otherwise.

A video sequence typically includes a series of video
frames or pictures, starting with a random access point
(RAP) picture. A video sequence may include syntax data in
a sequence parameter set (SPS) that describes characteristics
of the video sequence. Each slice of a picture may include
slice syntax data that describes an encoding mode for the
respective slice. Video coders typically operate on video
blocks within individual video slices 1n order to encode the
video data. A video block may correspond to a coding node
within a CU. The video blocks may have fixed or varying
s1zes, and may difler in size according to a specified coding
standard.

Prediction may be performed for PUs of various sizes.
Assuming that the size ol a particular CU 15 2Nx2N,
intra-prediction may be performed on PU sizes of 2ZNx2N or
NxN, and inter-prediction may be performed on symmetric
PU sizes of 2Nx2N, 2NxN, Nx2N, or NxN. Asymmetric
partitioning for inter-prediction may also be performed for
PU sizes of 2NxnU, 2NxnD), nlLx2N, and nRx2N. In asym-
metric partitioning, one direction of a CU 1s not partitioned,
while the other direction 1s partitioned into 25% and 75%.
The portion of the CU corresponding to the 25% partition 1s
indicated by an “n” followed by an indication of “Up”,
“Down,” “Leit,” or “Right.” Thus, for example, “2ZNxnU”
refers to a 2ZNx2N CU that 1s partitioned horizontally with a
2Nx0.5N PU on top and a 2Nx1.5N PU on bottom.

As mentioned above, a video coder (e.g., video encoder
200 or video decoder 300) may apply inter prediction to
generate a predictive block for a video block of a current
picture. For instance, the video coder may apply inter
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prediction to generate a predictive block for a prediction
block of a CU. If the video coder applies inter prediction to
generate a predictive block, the video coder generates the
predictive block based on decoded samples of one or more
reference pictures. Typically, the reference pictures are pic-
tures other than the current picture. In some video coding
specifications, a video coder may also treat the current
picture itsell as a reference picture. The video coder may
determine one or more reference picture lists. Each of the
reference picture lists includes zero or more reference pic-
tures. One of the reference picture lists may be referred to as
Reference Picture List O (RetPicList0) and another reference
picture list may be referred to as Reference Picture list 1
(RetPicListl).

The video coder may apply uni-directional inter predic-
tion or bi-directional inter prediction to generate a predictive
block. When the video coder applies uni-directional inter
prediction to generate a predictive block for a video block,
the video coder determines a single reference block for the
video block based on a samples of a single reference picture.
The reference block may be a block of samples that is
similar to the prediction block. Furthermore, when the video
coder applies uni-directional inter prediction, the video
coder may set the predictive block equal to the reference
block. When the video coder applies bi-directional inter
prediction to generate a predictive block for a video block,
the video coder determines two reference blocks for the
video block. In some examples, the two reference blocks are
in reference pictures in diflerent reference picture lists.
Additionally, when the video coder applies bi-direction
inter-prediction, the video coder may determine the predic-
tive block based on the two reterence blocks. For instance,
the video coder may determine the predictive block such that
cach sample of the predictive block 1s a weighted average of
corresponding samples of the two reference blocks. Refer-
ence list indicators may be used to indicate which of the
reference picture lists include reference pictures used for
determining reference blocks.

As mentioned above, a video coder may determine a
reference block based on samples of a reference picture. In
some examples, the video coder may determine the refer-
ence block such that each sample of the reference block 1s
equal to a sample of the reference picture. In some examples,
as part of determining a reference block, the video coder
may interpolate samples of the reference block from samples
of the reference picture. For example, the video coder may
determine that a sample of the predictive block 1s a weighted
average ol two or more samples of the reference picture.

In some examples, when video encoder 200 performs
uni-directional inter prediction for a current block of a
current picture, video encoder 200 identifies a reference
block within one or more reference pictures in one of the

reference picture lists. For instance, video encoder 200 may
search for a reference block within the one or more reference
pictures in the reference picture list. In some examples,
video encoder 200 uses a mean squared error or other metric
to determine the similarity between the reference block and
the current block Furthermore, video encoder 200 may
determine motion parameters for the current block. The
motion parameters for the current block may include a
motion vector and a reference index. The motion vector may
indicate a spatial displacement between a position of the
current block within the current picture and a position of the
reference block within the reference picture. The reference
index indicates a position within the reference picture list of
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the reference picture that contains the reference picture list.
The predictive block for the current block may be equal to
the reference block.

When video encoder 200 performs bi-directional inter
prediction for a current block of a current picture, video
encoder 200 may i1dentily a first reference block within
reference pictures 1n a {irst reference picture list (“list 07)
and may 1dentify a second reference block within reference
pictures 1 a second reference picture list (“list 17). For
instance, video encoder 200 may search for the first and
second reference blocks within the reference pictures 1n the
first and second reference picture lists, respectively. Video
encoder 200 may generate, based at least 1n part on the first
and the second reference blocks, the predictive block for the
current block. In addition, video encoder 200 may generate
a first motion vector that indicates a spatial displacement
between the current block and the first reference block.
Video encoder 200 may also generate a first reference index
that identifies a location within the first reference picture list
of the reference picture that contains the first reference
block. Furthermore, video encoder 200 may generate a
second motion vector that indicates a spatial displacement
between the current block and the second reference block.
Video encoder 200 may also generate a second reference
index that 1dentifies a location within the second reference

picture list of the reference picture that includes the second
reference block.

When video encoder 200 performs uni-directional inter
prediction on a current block, video decoder 300 may use the
motion parameters of the current block to identity the
reference block of the current block. Video decoder 300 may
then generate the predictive block of the current block based
on the reference block. When video encoder 200 performs
bi-directional inter prediction to determine a predictive
block for a current block, video decoder 300 may use the
motion parameters of the current block to determine two
reference blocks. Video decoder 300 may generate the
predictive block of the current block based on the two
reference samples of the current block.

Video encoder 200 may signal motion parameters of a
block 1n various ways. Such motion parameters may include
motion vectors, reference indexes, reference picture list
indicators, and/or other data related to motion. In some
examples, video encoder 200 and video decoder 300 may
use motion prediction to reduce the amount of data used for
signaling motion parameters. Motion prediction may com-
prise the determination of motion parameters ol a block
(e.g., a PU, a CU, etc.) based on motion parameters of one
or more other blocks. There are various types of motion
prediction. For mstance, merge mode and advanced motion
vector prediction (AMVP) mode are two types of motion
prediction.

In merge mode, video encoder 200 generates a candidate
list. The candidate list includes a set of candidates that
indicate the motion parameters of one or more source
blocks. The source blocks may spatially or temporally
neighbor a current block. Furthermore, in merge mode,
video encoder 200 may select a candidate from the candidate
list and may use the motion parameters indicated by the
selected candidate as the motion parameters of the current
block. Video encoder 200 may signal the position in the
candidate list of the selected candidate. Video decoder 300
may determine, based on information obtained from a bit-
stream, the index into the candidate list. In addition, video
decoder 300 may generate the same candidate list and may
determine, based on the index, the selected candidate. Video
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decoder 300 may then use the motion parameters of the
selected candidate to generate a predictive block for the
current block.

Skip mode 1s similar to merge mode. In skip mode, video
encoder 200 and video decoder 300 generate and use a
candidate list 1n the same way that video encoder 200 and
video decoder 300 use the candidate list 1n merge mode.
However, when video encoder 200 signals the motion
parameters ol a current block using skip mode, video
encoder 200 does not signal any residual data for the current
block. Accordingly, video decoder 300 may determine a
predictive block for the current block based on one or more
reference blocks indicated by the motion parameters of a
selected candidate 1n the candidate list. Video decoder 30
may then reconstruct samples 1 a coding block of the
current block such that the reconstructed samples are equal
to corresponding samples 1 the predictive block of the
current block.

AMVP mode 1s similar to merge mode in that video
encoder 200 may generate a candidate list for a current block
and may select a candidate from the candidate list. However,
for each respective reference block used 1n determining a
predictive block for the current block, video encoder 200
may signal a respective motion vector difference (MVD) for
the current block, a respective reference index for the current
block, and a respective candidate index indicating a selected
candidate in the candidate list. An MVD for a block may
indicate a difference between a motion vector of the block
and a motion vector of the selected candidate. The reference
index for the current block indicates a reference picture from
which a reterence block 1s determined.

Furthermore, when AMVP mode is used, for each respec-
tive reference block used 1n determining a predictive block
for the current block, video decoder 300 may determine a
MVD for the current block, a reference index for the current
block, and a candidate index and a motion vector prediction
(MVP) flag. Video decoder 300 may generate the same
candidate list and may determine, based on the candidate
index, a selected candidate in the candidate list. As before,
this candidate list may include motion vectors of neighbor-
ing blocks that are associated with the same reference index
as well as a temporal motion vector predictor which 1s
derived based on the motion parameters of the neighboring
block of the co-located block 1n a temporal reference picture.
Video decoder 300 may recover a motion vector of the
current block by adding the MVD to the motion vector
indicated by the selected AMVP candidate. That 1s, video
decoder 300 may determine, based on a motion vector
indicated by the selected AMVP candidate and the MVD, the
motion vector of the current block. Video decoder 300 may
then use the recovered motion vector or motion vectors of
the current block to generate predictive blocks for the
current block.

When a video coder (e.g., video encoder 200 or video
decoder 300) generates an AMVP candidate list for a current
block, the video coder may derive one or more AMVP
candidates based on the motion parameters ol reference
blocks (e.g., spatially-neighboring blocks) that contain loca-
tions that spatially neighbor the current PU and one or more
AMVP candidates based on motion parameters of PUs that
temporally neighbor the current PU. The candidate list may
include motion vectors of reference blocks that are associ-
ated with the same reference index as well as a temporal
motion vector predictor which 1s derived based on the
motion parameters (1.e., motion parameters) of the neigh-
boring block of the co-located block 1n a temporal reference
picture. A candidate 1n a merge candidate list or an AMVP
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candidate list that 1s based on the motion parameters of a
reference block that temporally neighbors a current block.
This disclosure may use the term “temporal motion vector
predictor” to refer to a block that 1s 1n a different time
instance than the current block and 1s used for motion vector
prediction.

Following intra-predictive or inter-predictive coding
using one or more PUs of a CU, video encoder 200 may
calculate residual data for the TUs of the CU. The PUs may
comprise syntax data describing a method or mode of
generating predictive pixel data in the spatial domain (also
referred to as the pixel domain) and the TUs may comprise
coellicients 1n the transform domain following application of
a transform, e.g., a discrete cosine transform (DCT), an
integer transform, a wavelet transform, or a conceptually
similar transform to residual video data. The residual data
may correspond to pixel differences between pixels of the
unencoded picture and prediction values corresponding to
the PUs. Video encoder 200 may form the TUs to include
quantized transform coellicients representative of the
residual data for the CU. That is, video encoder 200 may
calculate the residual data (in the form of a residual block),
transform the residual block to produce a block of transtform
coellicients, and then quantize the transform coeflicients to
form quantized transform coethlicients. Video encoder 200
may form a TU including the quantized transform coefli-
cients, as well as other syntax mformation (e.g., splitting
information for the TU).

As noted above, following any transforms to produce
transform coeih

icients, video encoder 200 may perform
quantization of the transform coeflicients. Quantization gen-
crally refers to a process 1n which transform coeflicients are
quantized to possibly reduce the amount of data used to
represent the coeflicients, providing further compression.
The quantization process may reduce the bit depth associ-
ated with some or all of the coelflicients. For example, an
n-bit value may be rounded down to an m-bit value during
quantization, where n 1s greater than m.

Following quantization, the video encoder may scan the
transform coetflicients, producing a one-dimensional vector
from the two-dimensional matrix icluding the quantized
transform coeflicients. After scanning the quantized trans-
form coeflicients to form a one-dimensional vector, video
encoder 200 may entropy encode the one-dimensional vec-
tor, e.g., according to context-adaptive variable length cod-
ing (CAVLC), context-adaptive binary arithmetic coding
(CABAC), syntax-based context-adaptive binary arithmetic
coding (SBAC), Probability Interval Partitioning Entropy
(PIPE) coding or another entropy encoding methodology.
Video encoder 200 may also entropy encode syntax ele-
ments associated with the encoded video data for use by
video decoder 300 1n decoding the video data.

Video encoder 200 may further send syntax data, such as
block-based syntax data, picture-based syntax data, and
sequence-based syntax data, to video decoder 300, e.g., 1n a
picture header, a block header, a slice header, or other syntax
data, such as a sequence parameter set (SPS), picture param-
cter set (PPS), or video parameter set (VPS).

In general, video decoder 300 performs a substantially
similar, albeit reciprocal, process to that performed by video
encoder 200 to decode encoded data. For example, video
decoder 300 mnverse quantizes and inverse transforms coel-
ficients of a recetved TU to reproduce a residual block.
Video decoder 300 uses a signaled prediction mode (1ntra- or
inter-prediction) to form a predictive block. Then, video
decoder 300 combines the predictive block and the residual
block (on a pixel-by-pixel basis) to reproduce the original
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block. Additional processing may be performed, such as
performing a deblocking process to reduce visual artifacts
along block boundaries. Furthermore, video decoder 300
may decode syntax elements using CABAC 1n a manner
substantially similar to, albeit reciprocal to, the CABAC
encoding process ol video encoder 200.

Video encoder 200 and video decoder 300 each may be
implemented as any ol a variety of suitable encoder or
decoder circuitry, as applicable, such as one or more micro-
processors, digital signal processors (DSPs), application
specific 1ntegrated circuits (ASICs), field programmable
gate arrays (FPGAs), discrete logic circuitry, software, hard-
ware, lirmware or any combinations thereof. Each of video
encoder 200 and video decoder 300 may be included in one
or more encoders or decoders, either of which may be
integrated as part of a combined video encoder/decoder
(CODEC). A device including video encoder 200 and/or
video decoder 300 may comprise an integrated circuit, a
microprocessor, and/or a wireless communication device,
such as a cellular telephone.

Video encoder 200 and video decoder 300 may be con-
figured to perform any of various techniques of this disclo-
sure, alone or in any combination. For example, as described
in greater detail below, video encoder 200 may perform use
one or more of the AMVP speedups described in this
disclosure to accelerate an encoding process.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram 1illustrating an example of video
encoder 200 that may implement techniques for implement-
ing AMVP speedups for video encoding in accordance with
one or more techniques of this disclosure. Video encoder
200 may perform intra- and inter-coding of video blocks
within video slices. Intra coding relies on spatial prediction
to reduce or remove spatial redundancy 1n video within a
given video frame or picture. Inter-coding relies on temporal
prediction to reduce or remove temporal redundancy in
video within adjacent frames or pictures of a wvideo
sequence. Intra-mode (I mode) may refer to any of several
spatial based coding modes. Inter-modes, such as uni-direc-
tional prediction (P mode) or bi-prediction (B mode), may
refer to any of several temporal-based coding modes.

As shown 1n FIG. 2, video encoder 200 receives a current
video block within a video frame to be encoded. In the
example of FIG. 2, video encoder 200 includes a mode select
unit 202, a video data memory 230, a decoded picture bufiler
(DPB) 218, a summer 204, a transform processing unit 206,
a quantization unit 208, and an entropy encoding unit 220.
Mode select unit 202, 1n turn, includes a motion estimation

unit 222, a motion compensation unit 224, an intra-predic-
tion unmit 226, and a partition unit 228. For video block
reconstruction, video encoder 200 also includes an inverse
quantization unit 21, an mverse transform processing unit
212, a summer 214, and a decoded picture builer 218.

Any or all of video data memory 230, mode select unit
202, summer 204, transform processing unit 206, quantiza-
tion unit 208, inverse quantization unit 210, inverse trans-
form processing unit 212, summer 214, filter unit 216, DPB
218, and entropy encoding unit 220 may be implemented 1n
OnNE Or more processors or 1n processing circuitry. Moreover,
video encoder 200 may include additional or alternative
processors or processing circuitry to perform these and other
functions.

Video data memory 230 may store video data to be
encoded by the components of video encoder 200. Video
encoder 200 may receive the video data stored in video data
memory 230 from, for example, video source 104 (FIG. 1).
DPB 218 may act as a reference picture memory that stores
reference video data for use in prediction of subsequent
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video data by video encoder 200. Video data memory 230
and DPB 218 may be formed by any of a variety of memory
devices, such as dynamic random access memory (DRAM),
including synchronous DRAM (SDRAM), magnetoresistive
RAM (MRAM), resistive RAM (RRAM), or other types of
memory devices. Video data memory 230 and DPB 218 may
be provided by the same memory device or separate memory
devices. In various examples, video data memory 230 and/or
DPB 218 may be on-chip with other components of video
encoder 200, as illustrated, or ofl-chip relative to those
components.

In this disclosure, reference to video data memory 230
should not be interpreted as being limited to memory
internal to video encoder 200, unless specifically described
as such, or memory external to video encoder 200, unless
specifically described as such. Rather, reference to video
data memory 230 should be understood as reference
memory that stores video data that video encoder 200
receives for encoding (e.g., video data for a current block
that 1s to be encoded). Memory 106 of FIG. 1 may also
provide temporary storage of outputs from the various units
of video encoder 200.

The various units of FIG. 2 are illustrated to assist with
understanding the operations performed by video encoder
200. The units may be implemented as fixed-function cir-
cuits, programmable circuits, or a combination thereof.
Fixed-function circuits refer to circuits that provide particu-
lar functionality and are preset on the operations that can be
performed. Programmable circuits refer to circuits that can
programmed to perform various tasks and provide flexible
functionality 1n the operations that can be performed. For
instance, programmable circuits may execute soltware or
firmware that cause the programmable circuits to operate 1n
the manner defined by instructions of the soitware or firm-
ware. Fixed-function circuits may execute software mnstruc-
tions (e.g., to recerve parameters or output parameters), but
the types of operations that the fixed-function circuits per-
form are generally immutable. In some examples, the one or
more of the umts may be distinct circuit blocks (fixed-
function or programmable), and in some examples, the one
or more units may be integrated circuits.

Video encoder 200 may include arithmetic logic units
(ALUs), elementary function units (EFUs), digital circuaits,
analog circuits, and/or programmable cores, formed from
programmable circuits. In examples where the operations of
video encoder 200 are performed using software executed
by the programmable circuits, memory 106 (FIG. 1) may
store the object code of the software that video encoder 200
receives and executes, or another memory within video
encoder 200 (not shown) may store such instructions.

During the encoding process, video encoder 200 receives
a video frame or slice to be coded. The frame or slice may
be divided into multiple video blocks. Motion estimation
umt 222 and motion compensation unit 224 perform inter-
predictive encoding of the received video block relative to
one or more blocks 1n one or more reference pictures to
provide temporal prediction. Intra-prediction umt 226 may
alternatively perform intra-predictive encoding of the
received video block relative to one or more neighboring
blocks 1n the same frame or slice as the block to be coded
to provide spatial prediction. Video encoder 200 may per-
form multiple coding passes, e.g., to select an appropriate
coding mode for each block of video data.

Moreover, partition unit 228 may partition coding tree
blocks of video data using the techniques of this disclosure.
That 1s, partition unit 228 may mitially partition a CTB using
a region tree of a multi-type-tree, ultimately resulting 1n one
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or more region tree leal nodes. Partition umt 228 may
partition the region tree according to quadtree partitioning,
QTBT, or hex-tree partitioning, i various examples.
Quadtree partitioning includes partitioning each non-leaf
node into four child nodes, while hex-tree partitioming
includes partitioning each non-leal node mnto six child
nodes.

In some examples, partition unit 228 may further partition
cach of the region tree leal nodes using respective prediction
trees. The prediction trees may be partitioned as binary trees,
center-side-triple trees, and/or quadtrees. That 1s, partition
unit 228 may partition each node of a prediction tree into
four equal sized parts (as 1n a quadtree), two equal sized
parts horizontally or vertically (as in a binary tree), or a
center region and two smaller side regions horizontally or
vertically (as 1n a center-side-triple tree). Additionally or
alternatively, partition unit 228 may partition a node of the
prediction tree using asymmetric motion partitioning
(AMP). In some examples, the center-side-triple tree parti-
tiomng may replace AMP, while 1mn other examples, the
center-side-triple tree partitioning may supplement AMP.
Partition unit 228 may generate values for syntax elements
indicating how a QTBT or the multi-type-tree for a C1B 1s
partitioned, which may be encoded by entropy encoding unit
220.

Mode select unit 202 may select one of the prediction
modes, (intra, inter, or skip), €.g., based on error results (e.g.,
using rate-distortion analysis), and provide the resulting
predicted block to summer 204 to generate residual data and
to summer 214 to reconstruct the encoded block for use as
a reference picture. Mode select umit 202 may also provide
syntax elements, such as motion vectors (coded according
to, e.g., merge or AMVP modes), mntra-mode indicators,
partition information, and other such syntax information, to
entropy encoding unit 220.

Motion estimation unit 222 and motion compensation unit
224 may be highly integrated but are 1llustrated separately
for conceptual purposes. Motion estimation, performed by
motion estimation unit 222, 1s the process of generating
motion vectors, which estimate motion for video blocks. A
motion vector, for example, may indicate the displacement
of a PU of a video block within a current video frame or
picture relative to a predictive block within a reference
picture (or other type of coded unit) relative to the current
block being coded within the current frame (or type of other
coded unit). A predictive block 1s a block that 1s found to
closely match the block to be coded, in terms of pixel
difference, which may be determined by sum of absolute
difference (SAD), sum of square difference (SSD), or other
difference metrics. In some examples, video encoder 200
may calculate values for sub-integer pixel positions of
reference pictures stored 1n decoded picture bufller 218. For
example, video encoder 200 may interpolate values of
one-quarter pixel positions, one-ecighth pixel positions, or
other fractional pixel positions of the reference picture.
Therefore, motion estimation umit 222 may perform a
motion search relative to the full pixel positions and frac-
tional pixel positions and output a motion vector with
fractional pixel precision.

Motion estimation unit 222 may calculate a motion vector
for a block (e.g., a PU in HEVC or a CU 1 JEM) 1n an
inter-coded slice by comparing the position of the block to
the position of a predictive block of a reference picture. The
reference picture may be selected from a first reference
picture list (List O) or a second reference picture list (List 1),
cach of which 1dentity one or more reference pictures stored
in decoded picture bufler 218. Motion estimation unit 222
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may send information describing the calculated motion
vector to entropy encoding unit 220 and motion compensa-
tion unit 224.

Motion compensation, performed by motion compensa-
tion unit 224, may involve fetching or generating the pre-
dictive block based on the motion vector determined by
motion estimation unit 222. Upon recerving the motion
vector for the PU of the current video block, motion com-
pensation unit 224 may locate the predictive block to which
the motion vector points 1n one of the reference picture lists.
Summer 204 may form a residual video block by subtracting
pixel values of the predictive block from the pixel values of
the current block being coded, forming pixel difference
values. In general, motion estimation unit 222 performs
motion estimation relative to luma components, and motion
compensation unit 224 uses motion vectors calculated based
on the luma components for both chroma components and
luma components. Mode select unit 202 may also generate
syntax elements associated with the video blocks and the
video slice for use by video decoder 300 1n decoding the
video blocks of the video slice.

As described 1n this disclosure, motion estimation unit
222 and motion compensation unit 224 may perform an
AMVP process. Motion estimation unit 222 and motion
compensation unit 224 may perform various speedups 1n
accordance with the techniques of this disclosure that may
accelerate the encoding process.

Intra-prediction unit 226 may intra-predict a current
block, as an alternative to the inter-prediction performed by
motion estimation unit 222 and motion compensation unit
224, as described above. In particular, intra-prediction unit
226 may determine an intra-prediction mode to use to
encode a current block. In some examples, 1intra-prediction
unit 226 may encode a current block using various intra-
prediction modes, e.g., during separate encoding passes, and
intra-prediction unit 226 (or mode select unit 202, 1n some
examples) may select an appropriate intra-prediction mode
to use from the tested modes.

For example, intra-prediction unit 226 may calculate
rate-distortion values using a rate-distortion analysis for the
various tested intra prediction modes and select the intra-
prediction mode having the best rate-distortion characteris-
tics among the tested modes. Rate-distortion analysis gen-
crally determines an amount of distortion (or error) between
an encoded block and an original, unencoded block that was
encoded to produce the encoded block, as well as a bitrate
(that 1s, a number of bits) used to produce the encoded block.
Intra-prediction unit 226 may calculate ratios from the
distortions and rates for the various encoded blocks to
determine which intra-prediction mode exhibits the best
rate-distortion value for the block.

After selecting an intra-prediction mode for a block,
intra-prediction unit 226 may provide information indicative
of the selected intra-prediction mode for the block to entropy
encoding unit 220. Entropy encoding unit 220 may encode
the information indicating the selected intra-prediction
mode. Video encoder 200 may include 1n the transmitted
bitstream configuration data, which may include a plurality
of 1ntra-prediction mode index tables and a plurality of
modified intra-prediction mode mdex tables (also referred to
as codeword mapping tables), definitions of encoding con-
texts for various blocks, and indications of a most probable
intra-prediction mode, an intra-prediction mode index table,
and a modified intra-prediction mode 1index table to use for
cach of the contexts.

Video encoder 200 may form a residual video block by
subtracting the prediction data from mode select unit 202
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from the original video block being coded. Summer 204
represents the component or components that perform this
subtraction operation. Transform processing unit 206 applies
a transform, such as a discrete cosine transtorm (DCT) or a
conceptually similar transform, to the residual block, pro-
ducing a video block comprising transform coefhicient val-
ues. Wavelet transforms, integer transforms, sub-band trans-
forms, discrete sine transiorms (DSTs), or other types of
transforms could be used instead of a DCT. In any case,
transform processing unit 206 applies the transform to the
residual block, producing a block of transform coeflicients.
The transform may convert the residual information from a
pixel domain to a transform domain, such as a frequency
domain. Transform processing unit 206 may send the result-
ing transform coellicients to quantization unit 208. Quanti-
zation unit 208 quantizes the transform coetlicients to fur-
ther reduce bit rate. The quantization process may reduce the
bit depth associated with some or all of the coetlicients. The
degree of quantization may be modified by adjusting a
quantization parameter.

Following quantization, entropy encoding unit 220
entropy encodes syntax elements based on the quantized
transform coeflicients. For example, entropy encoding unit
220 may perform context adaptive variable length coding
(CAVLC), context adaptive binary arithmetic coding (CA-
BAC), syntax-based context-adaptive binary arithmetic cod-
ing (SBAC), probability interval partitioning entropy (PIPE)
coding or another entropy coding technique. Video encoder
200 may generate a bitstream that includes an encoded
representation of the video data. The bitstream may include
the entropy-encoded syntax elements. The bitstream may be
transmitted to another device (e.g., destination device 116)
or archived for later transmission or retrieval.

Inverse quantization unit 210 and 1nverse transform pro-
cessing unit 212 apply inverse quantization and inverse
transformation, respectively, to reconstruct the residual
block 1n the pixel domain. Summer 214 adds the recon-
structed residual block to the motion compensated predic-
tion block earlier produced by motion compensation unit
224 or intra-prediction unit 226 to produce a reconstructed
video block for storage 1in decoded picture butler 218. The
reconstructed video block may be used by motion estimation
unit 222, motion compensation unit 224, and intra-predic-
tion unit 226 as a reference block to iter-code or intra-code
subsequent blocks.

FI1G. 3 1s a block diagram illustrating an example of video
decoder 300 that may implement techmques of this disclo-
sure for implementing AMVP speedups. In the example of
FIG. 3, video decoder 300 includes a coded picture buller
(CPB) memory 320, an entropy decoding umt 302, a pre-
diction processing unit 304, a motion compensation unit
316, an intra prediction unit 318, an mverse quantization
unit 306, an 1mnverse transform processing unit 308, reference
picture memory 314 and a summer 310. Video decoder 300
may, in some examples, perform a decoding pass generally
reciprocal to the encoding pass described with respect to
video encoder 200 (FIG. 2). Motion compensation unit 316
may generate prediction data based on motion vectors
received from entropy decoding umt 302, while intra pre-
diction umit 318 may generate prediction data based on
intra-prediction mode indicators received from entropy
decoding unit 302.

Any or all of reference picture memory 314, entropy
decoding unit 302, prediction processing unit 304, inverse
quantization unit 306, inverse transform processing unit 308,
summer 310, filter umit 312, and reference picture memory
314 may be implemented 1n one or more processors or 1n
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processing circuitry. Moreover, video decoder 300 may
include additional or alternative processors or processing
circuitry to perform these and other functions.

When the video slice 1s coded as an intra-coded (I) slice,
intra prediction unit 318 may generate prediction data for a
video block of the current video slice based on a signaled
intra prediction mode and data from previously decoded
blocks of the current frame or picture. When the video frame
1s coded as an 1inter-coded (1.e., B or P) slice, motion
compensation unit 316 produces predictive blocks for a
video block of the current video slice based on syntax
clements received from entropy decoding umt 302. The
predictive blocks may be produced from one of the reference
pictures within one of the reference picture lists. Video
decoder 300 may construct the reference picture lists, List O
and List 1, using default construction techniques based on
reference pictures stored in reference picture memory 82.

During the decoding process, video decoder 300 receives
an encoded video bitstream that represents video blocks of
an encoded video slice and associated syntax elements from
video encoder 200. Entropy decoding unit 302 of video
decoder 300 entropy decodes the bitstream to generate
quantized coeflicients, motion vectors or intra-prediction
mode indicators, and other syntax elements. Entropy decod-
ing unit 302 forwards the motion vectors to and other syntax
clements to motion compensation unit 316. Video decoder
300 may receive the syntax elements at the video slice level
and/or the video block level.

CPB memory 320 may store video data, such as an
encoded video bitstream, to be decoded by the components
of video decoder 300. The video data stored in CPB memory
320 may be obtained, for example, from computer-readable
medium 110 (FIG. 1). CPB memory 320 may include a CPB
that stores encoded video data (e.g., syntax elements) from
an encoded video bitstream. Also, CPB memory 320 may
store video data other than syntax elements of a coded
picture, such as temporary data representing outputs from
the various units of video decoder 300. DPB 314 generally
stores decoded pictures, which video decoder 300 may
output and/or use as reference video data when decoding
subsequent data or pictures of the encoded video bitstream.
CPB memory 320 and reference picture memory 314 may be
formed by any of a variety of memory devices, such as

dynamic random access memory (DRAM), including syn-
chronous DRAM (SDRAM), magnetoresistive RAM

(MRAM), resistive RAM (RRAM), or other types of
memory devices. CPB memory 320 and reference picture
memory 314 may be provided by the same memory device
or separate memory devices. In various examples, CPB
memory 320 and/or reference picture memory 314 may be
on-chip with other components of video decoder 300, or
ofl-chip relative to those components.

The syntax elements at the coding tree block (CTB) level
may 1include syntax elements indicating how a CIB 1s
partitioned. For instance, entropy decoding unit 302 may
decode one or more syntax elements of a CTB at a region
tree level, ultimately yielding one or more region tree leaf
nodes. Each region tree leal node may be associated with
corresponding prediction tree syntax elements. The predic-
tion tree syntax elements may indicate how the correspond-
ing region tree leal node 1s partitioned, e.g., according to
horizontal or vertical binary tree partitioning, horizontal or
vertical center-side-triple partitioming, quadtree partition, or
asymmetric motion partitioning (AMP). The prediction trees
may ultimately yield one or more CUSs.

Motion compensation unit 316 determines prediction
information for a video block of the current video slice by
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parsing the motion vectors and other syntax elements and
uses the prediction information to produce the predictive
blocks for the current video block being decoded. For
example, motion compensation unit 316 uses some of the
received syntax elements to determine a prediction mode
(e.g., intra- or iter-prediction) used to code the video blocks
of the video slice, an mter-prediction slice type (e.g., B slice
or P slice), construction information for one or more of the
reference picture lists for the slice, motion vectors for each
inter-encoded video block of the slice, inter-prediction status
for each inter-coded video block of the slice, and other
information to decode the video blocks 1n the current video
slice.

Motion compensation unit 316 may also perform inter-
polation based on interpolation filters. Motion compensation
unit 316 may use interpolation filters as used by video
encoder 200 during encoding of the video blocks to calculate
interpolated values for sub-integer pixels of reference
blocks. In this case, motion compensation unit 316 may
determine the interpolation filters used by video encoder 200
from the received syntax elements and use the interpolation
filters to produce predictive blocks.

Inverse quantization unit 306 inverse quantizes, 1.c.,
dequantizes, the quantized transform coethlicients provided
in the bitstream and decoded by entropy decoding unit 302.
Inverse transform processing unit 308 applies an inverse
transform, e.g., an mverse DCT, an 1nverse integer trans-
form, or a conceptually similar inverse transform process, to
the transform coellicients 1n order to produce residual blocks
in the pixel domain.

After motion compensation umt 316 generates the pre-
dictive block for the current block based on the motion
vectors and other syntax elements, video decoder 300 forms
a decoded block by summing the residual blocks from
inverse transform processing unit 308 with the correspond-
ing predictive blocks generated by motion compensation
unit 316. Summer 310 represents the component or compo-
nents that perform this summation operation. If desired, a
deblocking filter may also be applied to filter the decoded
blocks 1n order to remove blockiness artifacts. Other loop
filters (either in the coding loop or after the coding loop)
may also be used to smooth pixel transitions, or otherwise
improve the video quality. The decoded blocks 1n a given
frame or picture are then stored 1n reference picture memory
314, which stores reference pictures used for subsequent
motion compensation. Reference picture memory 314 also
stores decoded video for later presentation on a display
device, such as display device 118 of FIG. 1.

In this manner, video decoder 300 of FIG. 3 represents an
example of a video decoder including a memory configured
to store video data; and a processor implemented in circuitry
and configured to perform the techniques disclosed herein.

With respect to motion information, for each block, a set
of motion information can be available. A set of motion
information contains motion information for forward and
backward prediction directions. Here forward and backward
prediction directions are two prediction directions of a
bi-directional prediction mode and the terms “forward” and
“backward” do not necessarily have a geometry meaning;
instead they correspond to reference picture list 0 (RefPi-
cLi1st0) and reference picture list 1 (RefPicListl) of a current
picture. When only one reference picture list 1s available for
a picture or slice, only RetfPicListO 1s available and the
motion information of each block of a slice i1s always
forward.

For each prediction direction, the motion information
must contain a reference index and a motion vector. In some
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cases, for simplicity, a motion vector itself may be referred
in a way that 1t 1s assumed that 1t has an associated reference
index. A reference index 1s used to identily a reference
picture 1n the current reference picture list (RefPicListO or
RetPicList]l). A motion vector has a horizontal and a vertical
component.

With respect to CU structure, the largest coding unit in a
slice 1s called a coding tree block (CTB). A CTB contains a
quad-tree the nodes of which are coding units. The size of a
CTB can be 1n ranges from 16x16 to 64x64 in the HEVC
main profile (although technically 8x8 CTB sizes can be
supported). FIG. 4 1s a conceptual diagram 1illustrating an
example of coding unit (CU) structure n HEVC. A CTB
may be recursively split into CUs 1 a quad-tree manner,
such as shown in FIG. 4. See e.g., W. J. Han et al.,
“Improved Video Compression Efficiency Through Flex1ble
Unit Representation and Corresponding Extension of Cod-

ing Tools,” IEEE Transaction on Circuits and Systems for

Video Technology, vol. 20, no. 12, pp. 1709-1720, Decem-
ber 2010.

Although a CU can be the same size as a CTB, a CU can
be as small as 8x8 or another size. In some examples, each
CU may be coded with either intra mode or inter mode.
When a CU 1s inter-coded (1.e., inter mode 1s applied), the
CU may be further partitioned into 2 or 4 PUs or become just
one PU when further partition does not apply. When two
PUs are present in one CU, the PUs can be half-size
rectangles or two unequally-sized rectangles with 14 or 34
size of the CU.

FIG. 5 1s a conceptual diagram 1llustrating example par-
tition modes for an inter prediction mode. There are eight
partition modes for a CU coded with inter prediction mode,
1.e., PART_2Nx2N, PART_2NxN, PART_Nx2N, PART_Nx
N, PART_2NxnU, PART_2NxnD, PART_nlLx2N and
PART_nRx2N, as shown 1n the example of FIG. 5.

When the CU 1s inter-coded, one set of motion informa-
tion 1s present for each PU. In addition, each PU 1s coded
with one inter-prediction mode to derive the set of motion
information. When a CU 1s intra coded, 2Nx2N and NxN are
the only permissible PU shapes, and within each PU a single
intra prediction mode 1s coded (while chroma prediction
mode 1s signaled at CU level). The NxN intra PU shapes are
only allowed when the current CU size 1s equal to the
smallest CU size defined 1n a SPS. In other codecs, such as
JEM, a CU 1s not split into PUs.

With respect to quad-tree-binary-tree structure, in VCEG
proposal COM16-C966, a quad-tree-binary-tree (QTBT)
was proposed for future video coding standard beyond
HEVC. See e.g., I. An et al., “Block partitioning structure
for next generation video coding,” International Telecom-
munication Union, COM16-C966, September 2015. Simu-
lations showed the proposed QTBT structure was more
eilicient than the quad-tree structure 1n used HEVC.

In the proposed QTBT structure, a CTB 1s firstly parti-
tioned by quad-tree, where the quad-tree splitting of one
node can be iterated until the node reaches the minimum
allowed quad-tree leafl node size (MinQQTSi1ze). If the quad-
tree leal node size 1s not larger than the maximum allowed
binary tree root node size (MaxBTSize), 1t can be further
partitioned by a binary tree. The binary tree splitting of one
node can be iterated until the node reaches the minimum
allowed binary tree leal node size (MinBTSize) or the
maximum allowed binary tree depth (MaxBTDepth). The
binary tree leal node 1s namely CU which will be used for
prediction (e.g. itra-picture or iter-picture prediction) and
transform without any further partitioning. There are two
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splitting types (symmetric horizontal splitting and symmet-
ric vertical splitting) in the binary tree splitting.

In one example of the QTBT partitioning structure, the
CTU size 1s set as 128x128 (luma samples and two corre-
sponding 64x64 chroma samples), the MinQTSize 1s set as
16x16, the MaxBTSize 1s set as 64x64, the MinBTSize ({or
both width and height) 1s set as 4, and the MaxBTDepth 1s
set as 4. The quadtree partitioning 1s applied to the CTU first
to generate quad-tree leal nodes. The quad-tree leal nodes
may have a size from 16x16 (1.e., the MinQTSi1ze) to
128x128 (1.e., the CTU size). If the leal quad-tree node 1s
128x128, 1t Wlll not be turther split by the binary tree since
the size exceeds the MaxBTSi1ze (1.e., 64x64). Otherwise,
the leal quad-tree node will be further partltloned by the
binary tree. Therefore, the quad-tree leal node i1s also the
root node for the binary tree and has the binary tree depth as
0. When the binary tree depth reaches MaxBTDepth (1.e., 4),
it implies that no further splitting is to be performed. When
the binary tree node has width equal to MinBTSi1ze (1.¢., 4),
it implies that no further horizontal splitting 1s to be per-
formed. Similarly, when the binary tree node has height
equal to MinBTSize, 1t implies that no further vertical
splitting 1s to be performed. The leal nodes of the binary tree
are namely CUSs further processed by prediction and trans-
form without any further partitioning.

FIG. 6A 1llustrates an example of block partitioning by
using QTBT, and FIG. 6B illustrates the corresponding tree
structure. The solid lines indicate quad-tree splitting and
dotted lines indicate binary tree splitting. In each splitting
(1.e., non-leal) node of the binary tree, one flag 1s signaled
to indicate which splitting type (1.e., horizontal or vertical)
1s used, where 0 indicates horizontal splitting and 1 indicates
vertical splitting. For the quad-tree splitting, there 1s no need
to indicate the splitting type since 1t always split a block
horizontally and vertically mto 4 sub-blocks with an equal
S1Ze.

An example multi-type-tree (MTT) structure 1s described
in U.S. Patent Publication No. 2017/0208336 (application
Ser. No. 15/404,634) and U.S. Patent Publication No. 2017/
0272782 (application Ser. No. 15/463,398). In an MTT
structure, a tree node may be further split with multiple tree
types, such as binary tree, a symmetric center-side triple
tree, and a quad-tree. It 1s understood that simulations have
shown that the multi-type-tree structure was much more
ciicient than quad-tree-binary-tree structure.

F. Le Leannec, T. Poirier, F. Urban, “Asymmetric Coding
Units mn QTBT”, JVET-D0064, Chengdu, October 2016

(heremaftter, “JVET-D0064”), described asymmetric CU on
top of QTBT. Four new binary tree splitting modes have
been mtroduced nto the QTBT framework, so as to allow
new splitting configurations. So-called asymmetric splitting,
modes are proposed in addition to the splitting modes
already available 1n QTBT, as shown by FIG. 7. FIG. 7 1s a
conceptual diagram illustrating a set of CU splitting modes

available 1n a coding scheme, such as the coding scheme
described 1n JVET-D0064. According to the added splitting,

a CU with size S 1s divided into 2 sub-CU with si1zes S/4 and
3%S/4, etther 1n the horizontal or 1n the vertical direction. In
IVET-D0064, the newly added CU width or height could
only be 12 or 24.

In JEM, local illumination compensation (LIC) was
developed based on a linear model for 1llumination changes,
using a scaling factor a and an oflset b. See e.g., H. Liu et
al., “Local 1llumination compensation”, I'TU—Telecommu-
nications Standardization Sector Study Group 16, Question
6, Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG), 52"¢ Meeting,
19-26 Jun. 2015, Warsaw, Poland, document no. VCEG-
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AZ06. Local illumination compensation can be enabled or
disabled based on the flag of each inter-mode CU.

When LIC 1s applied to a CU, a predicted signal in
direction k 1s generated by

(1)

where pred, ,-(1,],k) represents the finally predicted signal 1n
reference list k (k=0 or 1) and pred(i,;,k) represents the
predicted signal based on some inter-prediction information
such as reference index and motion vector from reference
list k. A video coder (e.g., video encoder 200 or video
decoder 300) may derive parameters a and b by minimizing
regression error between neighboring reconstructed and
predicted samples around current block.

In JEM, video encoder 200 may signal a slice-level tlag
called SLICE LIC ENABLE that enables video decoder
300 to determine whether LIC can be applied to blocks 1n a
slice. To determine a value of the SLICE LIC ENABLE
flag, video encoder 200 may calculate histograms of a
current picture and every reference picture of the current
picture. A histogram for a picture may plot the number of
samples 1n the picture for each value. To determine a
histogram difference between two pictures, video encoder
200 may, for each sample value, determine a difference
between the numbers of samples in the two pictures that
have the sample value. If the histogram differences between
the current picture and every reference picture of the current
picture are all less than a given threshold, video encoder 200
may disable LIC for the current picture (e.g., video encoder
200 may set the SLICE_LIC_ENABLE flag as false). Oth-
erwise, video encoder 200 may enable LIC for the current
picture (e.g., video encoder 200 sets SLICE_LIC_ENABLE
as true). If the SLICE_LIC_ENABLE flag 1s true, video
encoder 200 may signal a LIC flag of a CU or video decoder
300 may infer the LIC flag for a CU from neighboring
blocks. The LIC flag for a CU indicates whether LIC 1s
applied 1n the CU.

With respect to motion prediction, there are two inter
prediction modes used 1n the HEVC standard, named merge
mode (skip 1s considered as a special case ol merge) and
advanced motion vector prediction (AMVP) mode, respec-
tively, for a PU. In either AMVP mode or merge mode, both
video encoder 200 and video decoder 300 maintain a motion
vector (MV) candidate list for multiple motion vector pre-
dictors. The motion vector(s), as well as reference indices 1n
the merge mode, of the current PU are generated by taking
one candidate from the MV candidate list.

In some examples, the MV candidate list contains up to 5
candidates for the merge mode and only two candidates for
the AMVP mode. A merge candidate may contain a set of
motion information, €.g., motion vectors corresponding to
both reference picture lists (list O and list 1) and the
reference indices. If a merge candidate 1s i1dentified by a
merge imdex, a video coder (e.g., video encoder 200 or video
decoder 300) may use the reference pictures for the predic-
tion of the current block, as well as the associated motion
vectors are determined. However, under AMVP mode, video
encoder 200 signals motion information (e.g., prediction
direction (erther uni-directional prediction or bi-directional
prediction), reference list index (not signaled for bi-direc-
tional prediction), reference picture mdex 1n the used refer-
ence list, and motion vector information).

FIG. 8 1s a flowchart illustrating an example motion
procedure for AMVP mode. The example of FIG. 8 shows
a procedure for how to derive a block’s AMVP motion
information at the encoder side. Particularly, 1in the example

of FIG. 8, video encoder 200 performs a first loop (labeled

pred; ;~(i,j k)=apred(i,j,k)+b
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“LOOP REF LIST 0/1” 1n FIG. 8) (800). Each 1teration of
the first loop corresponds to a different reference picture list
ol reference picture list O and reference picture list 1. Thus,
in some examples, a first iteration of the first loop may
correspond to reference picture list O and a second iteration
of the first loop may correspond to reference picture list 1.

During an 1teration of the first loop that corresponds to a
particular reference picture list, video encoder 200 performs
a second loop (labeled “LOOP REF PIC” 1n FIG. 8) (802).
Each 1teration of the second loop corresponds to a different
reference picture 1n the particular reference picture list. For
cach 1teration of the second loop, video encoder 200 per-
forms uni-directional motion estimation using the reference
picture corresponding to the current iteration of the second
loop 1n the current reference picture list (1.e., the reference
picture list corresponding to the current iteration of the first
loop) (804).

When video encoder 200 performs uni-directional motion
estimation using a current reference picture of the current
reference picture list, video encoder 200 may determine
costs for encoding the current block using a set of uni-
directional motion hypotheses for the current reference
picture. The uni-directional motion hypotheses for the cur-
rent reference picture may indicate predictive blocks based
on the current reference picture. Additionally, in some
examples, a uni-directional motion hypothesis for the cur-
rent reference picture may indicate a candidate 1n an AMVP
candidate list for the current block.

Furthermore, video encoder 200 may determine a lowest-
cost uni-directional motion hypothesis for the current pic-
ture. The lowest-cost uni-directional motion hypothesis for
the current picture 1s the uni-directional motion hypothesis
for the current picture that has a lowest cost. At the end of
the second loop (804), video encoder 200 may determine a
lowest-cost uni-directional motion hypothesis for the current
reference picture list. The lowest-cost uni-directional motion
hypothesis for the current reference picture list may be a
uni-directional motion hypothesis among the lowest-cost
uni-directional motion hypotheses for the reference pictures
of the current reference picture list that has a lowest cost.

Thus, after completing the first loop (802), video encoder
200 has determined a lowest-cost uni-directional motion
hypothesis for reference picture list O and a lowest-cost
uni-directional motion hypothesis for reference picture list
1. In the example of FIG. 8, the cost for encoding the current
block using the lowest-cost uni-directional motion hypoth-
es1s for reference picture list 0 1s denoted COST[0] and the
cost for encoding the current block using the lowest-cost
uni-directional motion hypothesis for reference picture list 1
1s denoted COST]1].

Furthermore, 1n the example of FIG. 8, after determining,
COST[0] and COST]1], video encoder 200 may determine
whether COST[0] 1s less than COST[1] (806). If video
encoder 200 determines that COST[O] 1s less than COST[1]
(“YES” branch of 806), video encoder 200 may determine
that reference picture list O 1s a fixed reference picture list
and reference picture list 1 1s a non-fixed reference picture
list (808). Conversely, 1f video encoder 200 determines that
COST[O0] 1s not less than COST[1] (“NO” branch of 806),
video encoder 200 may determine that reference picture list
1 1s the fixed reference picture list and reference picture list
0 1s the non-fixed reference picture list (810). Video encoder
200 may search the non-fixed reference picture list. A
reference picture list 1s fixed 1n the sense that video encoder
200 does not search for a block 1n any reference picture of
the fixed reference picture list when performing a bi-direc-
tional motion estimation process.
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After determining which of the reference picture lists 1s
the fixed reference picture list and which of the reference
picture lists 1s the non-fixed reference picture list, video
encoder 200 may perform a third loop that iterates through
reference pictures in the non-fixed reference picture list
(812). Each 1teration of the third loop may correspond to a
different reference picture 1n the non-fixed reference picture
list. This disclosure may refer to a reference picture in the
non-fixed reference picture list as a non-fixed reference
picture. During each iteration of the third loop, video
encoder 200 may perform bi-directional motion estimation
using a non-fixed reference picture corresponding to the
current iteration of the third loop (814).

As part of performing bi-directional motion estimation
using a non-fixed reference picture, video encoder 200 may
determine costs for encoding the current block using a set of
bi-directional motion hypotheses for the non-fixed reference
picture. Each of the bi-directional motion hypotheses for the
non-fixed reference picture specifies the lowest-cost uni-
directional motion hypothesis for the fixed reference picture
list determined 1n action 804 and a different uni-directional
motion hypothesis for the non-fixed reference picture. Dii-
ferent uni-directional motion hypotheses for the non-fixed
reference picture may indicate different combinations of
blocks 1n the non-fixed reference picture and candidates in
an AMVP candidate list for the current block.

To determine a cost for encoding the current block using
a bi-directional motion hypothesis for the non-fixed refer-
ence picture, video encoder 200 may generate a predictive
block based on a block indicated by the lowest-cost uni-
directional motion hypothesis for the fixed reference picture
list and a block indicated by the current uni-directional
motion hypothesis for the non-fixed reference picture. For
instance, video encoder 200 may generate the predictive
block such that each sample of the predictive block 1s equal
to a weighted average of corresponding samples 1n the block
indicated by the lowest-cost uni-directional motion hypoth-
esis for the fixed reference picture list and the block 1ndi-
cated by the current uni-directional motion hypothesis for
the non-fixed reference picture. After generating the predic-
tive block, video encoder 200 may use the predictive block
in determiming a cost in the same manner as described
clsewhere 1n this disclosure.

After iterating through each reference picture i1n the
non-fixed reference picture list, video encoder 200 may
determine a bi-directional cost (labeled, “COST BI” in FIG.
8). The bi-directional cost may be the lowest cost among the
costs for encoding the current block using bi-directional
motion hypotheses for non-fixed reference pictures 1n the
non-fixed reference picture list.

Furthermore, 1n the example of FIG. 8, video encoder 200
may compare COST[0], COST[1], and COST BI (816).
Video encoder 200 may select an AMVP mode based on the
comparison of COST[0], COST[1] and COST BI. For
example, 11 COST[0] 1s the lowest among COST[0], COST
[1], and COST BI, video encoder 200 may select a lowest-
cost uni-directional motion hypothesis for reference picture
list 0. It COST]1] 1s the lowest among COST|[0], COST][ 1],
and COST BI, video encoder 200 may select a lowest-cost
uni-directional motion hypothesis for reference picture list
1. IT COST BI 1s the lowest among COST[0], COST[1], and
COST BI, video encoder 200 may select a lowest-cost
bi-directional motion hypothesis.

If local illumination compensation i1s enabled for a slice
that contains the current block, video encoder 200 may
perform the operation of FIG. 8 twice: once for the case n
which LIC 1s applied and once for the case in which LIC 1s
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not applied. When performing the AMVP process, video
encoder 200 may perform a uni-directional motion estima-
tion process for one or more reference picture lists of the
current picture (e.g., as described above with respect to
(804)). When performing the uni-directional motion estima-
tion process for a reference picture list, video encoder 200
evaluates a set of uni-directional motion hypotheses that
indicate predictive blocks based on samples 1n reference
pictures in the reference picture list.

When video encoder 200 evaluates a um-directional
motion hypothesis, video encoder 200 may compare the
predictive block indicated by the uni-directional motion
hypothesis to the current block to determine a cost for the
uni-directional motion hypothesis. Additionally, video
encoder 200 may perform a bi-directional motion estimation
process (e.g., as described above with respect to (814)).
When performing the bi-directional motion estimation pro-
cess, video encoder 200 evaluates a set of bi-directional
motion hypotheses. Each of the bi-directional motion
hypotheses indicates a predictive block generated based on
predictive blocks 1ndicated by uni-directional motion
hypotheses for the first and second reference picture lists.
Furthermore, when evaluating a bi-directional motion
hypothesis, video encoder 200 may compare the predictive
block corresponding to the bi-directional motion hypothesis
to the current block to determine a cost for the bi-directional
motion hypothesis. Video encoder 200 may select a uni-
directional or bi-directional motion hypothesis with the
lowest cost.

During the pass through the AMVP process in which LIC
1s applied, video encoder 200 uses LIC to modily the
predictive blocks indicated by the motion hypotheses (e.g.,
uni-directional motion hypotheses and bi-directional motion
hypotheses). For instance, video encoder 200 may use
equation (1) to modity the prediction blocks. Video encoder
200 may then determine costs for the motion hypotheses
based on a comparison of the modified predictive blocks and
the current block. During the pass through the AMVP
process 1 which LIC 1s not applied, video encoder 200 does
not use LIC to modily the predictive blocks prior to deter-
mimng the costs for the motion hypotheses.

After video encoder 200 completes a pass of through the
AMVP process for the current block, video encoder 200 may
apply a transform process (e.g., as described above with
respect to transform processing unit 206), a quantization
(e.g., as described above with respect to quantization unit
208), and an entropy encoding process (e.g., as described
above with respect to entropy encoding unit 220). Video
encoder 200 may use the resulting data generated by the
entropy encoding process to compute a rate. Additionally,
video encoder 200 may reconstruct the block and compare
the reconstructed block to the original block to determine a
distortion level. Video encoder 200 may determine a rate-
distortion (RD) cost based on the rate and distortion level.
For instance, the rate-distortion (RD) cost may be a ratio of
the rate to the distortion level.

The whole procedure of encoding the block 1n multiple
ways and determining RD costs may be referred to a RD
checking. Thus, after completing both passes through the
AMVP process for the current block, video encoder 200 may
generate two RD costs: one for the case in which LIC 1s
applied 1n the AMVP process and one for the case 1n which
LIC 1s not applied in the AMVP process. In other words,
video encoder 200 may compute RD costs with LIC on and
ofl. Video encoder 200 may also generate similar RD costs
for other inter prediction modes, such as merge mode and
afline mode. In addition, video encoder 200 may generate an
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RD cost for intra prediction. Video encoder 200 (e.g., mode

select unit 202 of FIG. 2) may use the RD cost to determine

whether to encode the current block a mode 1n which LIC 1s
applied in the AMVP process, a mode in which LIC 1s not
applied 1n the AMVP process, another iter prediction mode,
or an intra prediction mode.

In JEM, video encoder 200 may signal a LIC flag for a
block encoded with AMVP mode. In some examples, when
LIC 1s off (1.e., when LIC 1s not enabled for the block), video
encoder 200 may use a sum of absolute difference (SAD) as
the metric 1n motion estimation (ME) In other words, during
the pass through the AMVP process in which video encoder
200 does not apply LIC, video encoder 200 may use a sum
of absolute differences between the current block and the
predictive block indicated by a motion hypothesis as the cost
for the motion hypothesis. In some such examples, when
LIC 1s on, video encoder 200 uses mean-removed SAD as a
metric 1n motion estimation. To determine a mean-removed
SAD, video encoder 200 may determine a first mean of
sample values 1n the predictive block, subtract the first mean
from the sample values 1n the predictive block, determine a
second mean of sample values 1n the current block, subtract
the second mean from the sample values in the current
block, and calculate the SAD based on the resulting sample
values of the predictive block and the current block. In other
words, during the pass through the AMVP process 1n which
video encoder 200 applies LIC, video encoder 200 may use
a mean-removed sum of absolute differences between the
current block and the predictive block indicated by a motion
hypothesis as the cost for the motion hypothesis. As noted
above, to determine whether LIC 1s ultimately applied 1n the
current block as-encoded, video encoder 200 may check RD
costs both with LIC on and with LIC off.

In current existing video codec standards, such as H.264/
AVC and H.265/HEVC, only a translational motion model 1s
applied for motion compensation prediction (MCP). In the
real world, however, there are many other kinds of motions,
such as zoom 1n/out, rotation, perspective motions, and the
other irregular motions. Applying only a translation motion
model for MCP 1n test sequences with irregular motions may
allect prediction accuracy and may be expected to result 1n
low coding efliciency. For many years, video experts have
tried to design algorithms to improve MCP for higher coding
ciliciency. Afline motion models are one way to model
non-translational motion. If a block 1s coded using an afline
motion model, a video coder may determine a motion vector
for each position (X, yv) m a block. In one example, video
coders may use an afline motion model with 4 parameters
such as:

{mvxzax—by+c (2)

mv, =bx+ay +d

In the set of equations above, mv_ 1s a horizontal component
of a motion vector for a position (X, y) in a block; mv, 1s a
vertical component of the motion vector for the position (X,
y) 1n the block; and a, b, ¢, and d are parameters. The motion
vector for positions 1n a block may be considered to be an
alline motion field of the block.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example simplified afline motion
model for a current block 900. As shown 1n FIG. 9, an athne
motion field of the block 1s described by two control point
motion vectors MV0 and MV1. MV0 1s a control point
motion vector for a top-left control point 902 of current
block 900. MV1 1s a control point motion vector for a
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top-right control point 904 of current block 900. Thus, rather
than signaling separate motion vectors for each position in
a block, video encoder 200 may instead signal motion
vectors for control point 902 and control point 904.

In some examples, a video coder may use the following
set of equations to determine the motion vector for a position
in the block based on the motion vectors for the control
points:

(3)

In the set of equations above, mv, 1s a horizontal component
of a motion vector for a position (X, y) in the block, mv, 1s
a vertical component of the motion vector for the position (X,
y) 1in the block, mv,, 1s a horizontal component of a motion
vector for a first control point (e.g., control point 902), mv,,,
1s a vertical component of the motion vector for the first
control point, mv, 1s a horizontal component of a motion
vector for a second control point (e.g., control point 904),
mv ,, 1s a vertical component ot the motion vector tor the
second control point, and w 1s the width of the block. In
some examples, the atline motion prediction 1s only applied
to square blocks. In other examples, the athne motion
prediction can be applied to non-square blocks.

In designs where one or more of LIC or afline prediction
1s enabled with inter prediction, video encoder 200 1s found

to spend much more time to perform RD checking to choose
the best mode. For example, when video encoder 200 can
apply LIC to a block’s AMVP mode (i.e., when video
encoder 200 encodes the block using LIC and AMVP), video
encoder 200 may compute RD costs with LIC on and off. As
discussed elsewhere 1n this disclosure, computing such RD
costs may consume energy and may slow down the encoding
process.

The techniques of this disclosure may be applied to
overcome these or other such challenges. For example, this
disclosure describes LIC speed-ups tor AMVP techniques.
The LIC speed-ups may be applied individually or in any
combination.

As disclosed herein, a video coder (e.g., video encoder
200 or video decoder 300) can apply LIC to skip, merge and
AMVP modes for an inter-coded CU. In other words, an
inter-coded CU may be encoded using LIC and skip, merge,
or AMVP modes. In some examples, to skip unnecessary RD
checking for AMVP mode, video encoder 200 may signal a
slice-level flag called SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE that
may enable video decoder 300 to determine whether LIC
can be applied to AMVP mode in a slice.

As discussed elsewhere 1n this disclosure, video encoder
200 may si1gnal a slice-level SLICE_LIC_ENABLE flag that
indicates whether LIC can be applied to blocks 1n a slice.
When the SLICE_LIC_ENABLE flag for a slice has a value
of true, blocks 1n the slice may be encoded using LIC. In
some examples, video encoder 200 only signals the

SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag for a slice when a
SLICE_LIC_ENABLE flag for the slice 1s true.
When the SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag for a slice

1s false, video encoder 200 may skip RD checking for

AMVP with LIC on and video encoder 200 does not signal
a LIC flag for a CU with AMVP mode. For instance, when
encoding a current block of a slice and the SLICE_LI-

C_AMVP_ENABLE flag for the slice 1s false, video
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encoder 200 may skip the pass through the AMVP process
in which LIC 1s applied. Thus, if the SLICE_

LIC_AM-
VP_ENABLE flag for a slice indicates that blocks of the
slice encoded in AMVP mode cannot be encoded with LIC.

At the decoder side, when the SLICE _LIC_AMVP_EN-
ABLE flag for a slice 1s false, an LIC flag of a CU 1n the slice
1s set as false with AMVP mode. That 1s, video decoder 300
does not perform LIC for motion compensation with AMVP
mode 11 the SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag is false. In
other words, when the SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag
1s false and the CU 1s encoded using AMVP mode, video
decoder 300 may determine that the CU 1s not encoded using
LIC even though video decoder 300 did not explicitly
receive a LIC flag for the CU.

In some examples where the slice-level SLICE_LIC_E-
NABLE flag 1s signaled in a first slice of a picture, the
SLICE_LIC_ENABLE flag 1s applicable to all slices 1in the
picture. Similarly, 1n some examples where the SLICE_LI-
C_AMVP_ENABLE flag is signaled in the first slice of a
picture, the SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag 1s appli-
cable to all slices 1n the picture.

Video encoder 200 may determine whether to set the
SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag for a slice to true or
false. There are many ways to determine whether to set the
SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag to true or false. For
instance, 1 one example, the SLICE_LIC_AMVP_EN-
ABLE flag for a slice may depend on a temporal layer i1d
(T1D) of the slice or a temporal distance between a current
picture (1.¢., a picture that contains the slice) and a reference
picture of the current picture under certain configurations,
such as random access. An example 1s given i FIG. 10.

FIG. 10 1s a conceptual diagram 1llustrating an example of
a random-access configuration with a group of pictures
(GOP) size equal to 16. In the example of FIG. 10, the
rectangles correspond to pictures in the GOP. Furthermore,
in the example of FIG. 10, five temporal layers are sup-
ported, which are indicated by T, to T,,. Each of the pictures
1s associated with a Picture Order Count (POC) value that
indicates an order of output of the pictures, which may differ
from the order in which the pictures are encoded and
decoded. In the example of FIG. 10, the encoding/decoding
order of pictures 1s: POC 0', POC 16', POC 8", POC 4",
POC 2""5 POC ]"I"I"l'l'lj POC 31‘""5 POC 6""5 POC 5””'5 POC 7”'"3
POC 12, POC 10", POC 9", POC 11", POC 14"", POC
13", and POC 15"". Here, different prime counts (prime
denotation(')) denote for the POC values of the pictures
corresponds to different temporal layers (e.g., POC 4'" and
POC 12" are at the same temporal level).

As noted above, 1n some examples, the SLICE_LIC_AM-
VP_ENABLE flag for a slice depends on a temporal layer 1d
(TiD) of the slice. For instance, in one example, when
TiD>=x, video encoder 200 sets the SLICE LIC AM-
VP_ENABLE flag as true. Otherwise, video encoder 200
sets the SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag as false. In this
example, x 1s a predefined threshold. In other words, when
the temporal distance between the current picture and its
closest reference picture 1s less than or equal to a threshold
t (or x), then SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE is set as false.
In some examples, video encoder 200 may signal the thresh-
old t through a VPS, SPS, PPS, or 1n another parameter set
Oor syntax structure.

In another example, video encoder 200 does not need to
signal a SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag. Similar to the
example of the previous paragraph, when the temporal
distance between the current picture and its closest reference
picture (e.g., the reference picture of the current picture that
1s closest to the current picture in terms of the different 1n
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picture index in display order) is less than or equal to a
threshold t, all CUs coded with AMVP mode 1n the current
pictures are presumed to be LIC-off. In other words, when
the temporal distance between the current picture and the
closest reference picture 1s less than or equal to the threshold

t, a video coder (e.g., video encoder 200 or video decoder
300) may infer that no CU of the current picture that is
encoded using AMVP i1s encoded using LIC.

In some examples, video encoder 200 may determine the
value of a SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag based on a
threshold and average histogram difference between a cur-
rent slice and every reference picture. A histogram for a
picture may plot the number of samples 1n the picture for
cach sample value. In other words, the histogram for a
picture may indicate how many samples 1n the picture have
value x, how many samples in the picture have value v, efc.
Similarly, a histogram for a slice may plot the number of
samples 1n the slice for each sample value. To determine the
average histogram diflerence between the current slice and
a reference picture, video encoder 200 may, for each of the
sample values, determine a difference between the number
of samples 1n the slice and reference picture that have the
sample value, and then determine an average of the differ-
ences. If a histogram difference (e.g., a maximum of the
average histogram differences between the current slice and
the reference pictures, or an average ol the average histo-
gram differences between the current slice and the reference
pictures) 1s larger than a threshold, video encoder 200 sets
the SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag to a first value, e.g.,
a value corresponding to true. Otherwise, video encoder 200
sets the SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag to a second
values, e.g., a value corresponding to false.

In some examples, video encoder 200 may determine the
value of a SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag based on a
threshold and histogram 1n a manner similar to that used to
determine the value of a SLICE_LIC_ENABLE flag. For
example, the video coder may use a histogram diflerence
(e.g., total histogram difference, average histogram differ-
ence, etc.) to determine the value of a SLICE_LIC_AM-
VP_ENABLE flag. If the histogram diflerence 1s larger than
a threshold, the video coder may set the SLICE_LIC_AM-
VP_ENABLE flag to true. Otherwise, 1n this example, 1f the
histogram difference 1s not larger than the threshold, the
video coder may set the SLICE_LIC_AMVP_ENABLE flag
to false. In some examples, the video coder may use the
threshold t, ,~ ;.- t0 determine SLICE_LIC_AMVP_EN-
ABLE flag. The threshold t, ,~ ,.,,» can be different from
the threshold t,,. used to determine the value of the
SLICE_LIC_ENABLE flag. In some examples, t;,;~ - 15
a constant. In other examples, t; ;. 4a,p i$ variable such as:

(4)

In the equation above, TiD 1s a temporal identifier of the
current picture and v 1s a constant.

In JEM, LIC can be applied to both uni-directional AMVP
(un1-AMVP) and bi-directional AMVP (b1-AMVP). In
accordance with a technique of this disclosure, to skip
unnecessary checking for a CU coded with AMVP mode,
LIC can only be applied to uni-AMVP mode. As a result of
this, the motion prediction procedure in FIG. 8 can be further
simplified as shown in FIG. 11. FIG. 11 1s an example
motion procedure for AMVP mode by disabling LIC=on for
Bi1-AMVP. In other words, FIG. 11 1s a flowchart 1llustrating
an example operation for performing an AMVP operation
that disables bi-directional AMVP during a pass through the
AMVP process mm which LIC 1s applied. Note that “uni-

directional” may also be interpreted as single-hypothesis
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inter prediction and “bi-directional” may be interpreted as
multi-hypothesis inter prediction.

In the example of FIG. 11, actions (1100), (1102), (1104),
(1106), (1108), (1110), (1112) may be the same as actions
(800), (802), (804), (806), (808), (810) and (812) of FIG. 8.
In the example of FIG. 11, in response to determining that
local 1llumination compensation 1s not enabled for the
current block (“NO branch of 1112), video encoder 200 may
perform a third loop that iterates through reference pictures
in the non-fixed reference picture list (1114). Each 1teration
of the third loop may correspond to a diflerent reference
picture 1n the non-fixed reference picture list. This disclosure
may refer to a reference picture 1n the non-fixed reference
picture list as a non-fixed reference picture. During each
iteration of the third loop, video encoder 200 may perform
bi-directional motion estimation using a non-fixed reference
picture corresponding to the current iteration of the third
loop (1116).

As part of performing bi-directional motion estimation
using a non-fixed reference picture, video encoder 200 may
determine costs for bi-directional motion hypotheses for the
non-fixed reference picture. Each of the bi-directional
motion hypotheses for the non-fixed reference picture speci-
fies the lowest-cost uni-directional motion hypothesis for the
fixed reference picture list determined in action (1104) and
a different uni-directional motion hypothesis for the non-
fixed reference picture. Diflerent uni-directional motion
hypotheses for the non-fixed reference picture may indicate
different combinations of blocks 1n the non-fixed reference
picture and candidates 1n an AMVP candidate list for the
current block.

Video encoder 200 may then determine a lowest-cost
bi-directional motion hypothesis for the non-fixed reference
picture. The lowest-cost bi-directional motion hypothesis for
the non-fixed reference picture may be the bi-directional
motion hypothesis for the non-fixed reference picture that
has a lowest cost. Video encoder 200 may then determine an
overall lowest-cost bi-directional motion hypothesis. The
overall lowest-cost motion hypothesis may be whichever of
the lowest-cost bi-directional motion hypotheses for non-
fixed reference pictures has the lowest cost. Video encoder
200 may set COST BI to a cost for the overall lowest-cost
bi-directional motion hypothesis.

In the example of FIG. 11, 1n response to determining that
LIC 1s being applied in the AMVP process (“YES” branch

of 1112), video encoder 200 may set COST BI to a maxi-
mum cost value (1118). Setting COST BI to the maximum
cost value may ensure that video encoder 200 does not use
bi-directional AMVP to encode the current block. Thus,
bi-directional AMVP may be eflectively disabled for the
current block 1f local 1llumination compensation 1s enabled
for the current block. In this way, video encoder 200 may
skip the bi-directional AMVP motion estimation process of
actions 1114 and 1116 that sets COST BI to be a cost
associated with encoding the current block using a bi-
directional AMVP mode.

Furthermore, in the example of FIG. 11, after setting
COST BI 1n action 1118 or in actions 1114 and 1116, video
encoder 200 may compare COST[0], COST[1], and COST
BI to determine which of COST[0], COST[1], and COST BI
1s the lowest (1120). Video encoder 200 may select uni-
directional AMVP based on reference picture list O 1f COST
[0] 1s lower than COST[1] and COST BI. Video encoder 200
may select uni-directional AMVP based on reference picture
list 1 1t COST[1] 1s lower than COST[0] and COST BI.
Video encoder 200 may select bi-directional AMVP mode it
COST BI 1s lower than COST[0] and COST[1]. Video
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encoder 200 may then apply RD checking for the selected
AMVP mode. Video encoder 200 may repeat the process of
FIG. 11 with LIC being applied in the AMVP process and
without LIC being applied in the AMVP process. Thus,
video encoder 200 may select two AMVP modes and
determine a separate RD cost for each of the two selected
AMVP modes.

FI1G. 12 1s a tflowchart illustrating an example operation of
video encoder 200 1n accordance with a technique of this
disclosure. FIG. 12 may be considered in part to be a
rephrased version of FIG. 11. In the example of FIG. 12,
video encoder 200 may perform an AMVP process for a
current block of a current picture of the video data (1200).
In the example of FIG. 12, the AMVP process may comprise
a series ol actions that includes actions (1202) through
(1214). The current block may be a CU, PU, or other type
ol block.

Particularly, in the example of FIG. 12, video encoder 200
may determine a first cost (1.e., COST|[0]) by performing a
uni-directional AMVP motion estimation process using rei-
erence pictures 1n a first reference picture list (1202). For
instance, video encoder 200 may evaluate uni-directional
motion hypotheses for the first reference picture list, as
described elsewhere 1n this disclosure. COST[0] may be the
cost of the lowest-cost uni-directional motion hypothesis for
the first reference picture list.

Additionally, video encoder 200 may determine a second
cost (1.e., COST[1]) by performing the uni-directional
AMVP motion estimation process using reference pictures
in a second reference picture list (1204). For instance, video
encoder 200 may evaluate uni-directional motion hypoth-
eses for the second reference picture list, as described
clsewhere 1n this disclosure. COST[1] may be the cost of the
lowest-cost uni-directional motion hypothesis for the second
reference picture list.

Video encoder 200 may then determine a non-fixed ref-
erence picture list (1206). The non-fixed reference picture
list 1s the first reference picture list when the first cost 1s less
than the second cost and the non-fixed reference picture list
1s the second reference picture list when the second cost 1s
less than the first cost.

Additionally, video encoder 200 may determine whether
LIC 1s being applied in the AMVP process (1208). For
instance, assuming that LIC i1s enabled for a slice that
contains the current block, video encoder 200 may perform
two passes through the AMVP process. During one of the
passes through the AMVP process, video encoder 200 does
not apply LIC. In another one of the passes through the
AMVP process, video encoder 200 applies LIC. When video
encoder 200 applies LIC in the AMVP process, video
encoder 200 may use motion estimation to generate pre-
dicted signals (e.g., predictive blocks) for the current block
and may then generate i1llumination compensated predicted
signals (preduc) for the current block, as described 1n
equation (1). If the current pass through the AMVP process
1s a pass through the AMVP process in which video encoder
200 applies LIC, video encoder 200 may determine in action
1208 that LIC 1s being applied in the AMVP.

In some examples, video encoder 200 may signal, in the
bitstream, a slice-level flag (e.g., SLICE_LIC_AMVP_EN-
ABLE) that indicates whether LIC can be applied in the
AMVP process. Video encoder 200 may determine the value
of the slice-level flag 1n accordance with any of the examples
provided elsewhere in this disclosure.

Furthermore, video encoder 200 may perform various
processes to determine whether to perform LIC at all with
respect to the current block. For example, video encoder 200
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may determine whether a temporal distance between the
current picture and a closest reference picture to the current
picture 1s less than or equal to a threshold. In this example,
video encoder 200 may determine that LIC cannot be
applied 1n the AMVP process when the temporal distance
between the current picture and the closest reference picture
to the current picture 1s less than or equal to the threshold.

In another example, video encoder 200 may determine an
average histogram difference between a current slice of the
current picture and each reference picture 1n the first refer-
ence picture list and the second reference picture list.
Additionally, 1n this example, video encoder 200 may deter-
mine whether the average histogram diflerence 1s greater
than the threshold. In this example, video encoder 200 may
determine, based on whether the average histogram difler-
ence 1s greater than the threshold, whether LIC can be
applied in the AMVP process.

In another example, video encoder 200 may determine
whether a histogram diflerence between the current picture
and each reference picture 1s greater than or equal to a first
threshold. In this example, video encoder 200 may deter-
mine, based on the histogram difference being greater than
or equal to the first threshold, that local 1llumination com-
pensation 1s enabled for the current picture. Additionally, in
this example, video encoder 200 may determine, based on
LIC being enabled for the current picture, whether the
histogram difference 1s greater than a second threshold
different from the first threshold. Video encoder 200 may
also determine, based on whether the average histogram
difference 1s greater than the second threshold, that LIC can
be applied in the AMVP process.

Based on LIC being applied in the AMVP process (1209),
video encoder 200 may skip a bi-directional AMVP motion
estimation process that sets a third cost (e.g., COST BI) to
be a cost associated with encoding the current block using a
bi-directional AMVP mode (1210). Instead, video encoder
200 may set the third cost to a maximum cost value (1212).
In other examples, video encoder 200 may set the third cost
in other ways, such as described below with respect to FIG.
13.

Furthermore, 1in the example of FIG. 12, video encoder
200 may determine a set of motion information based on a
comparison of the first cost, the second cost, and the third
cost (1214). The set of motion information includes one or
more motion vectors. For example, to determine the set of
motion information, video encoder 200 may determine
which of the first cost, the second cost, and the third cost 1s
the smallest. Furthermore, 1n this example, the determined
set of motion information may be the motion information of
a motion hypothesis associated with the smallest cost. For
instance, 1f the first cost 1s the smallest cost, the determined
set of motion information may be the motion iformation of
the lowest-cost uni-directional motion hypothesis for the
first reference picture list.

Additionally, video encoder 200 may generate residual
data indicating differences between the current block and a
predictive block pointed to by one or more motion vectors
of the set of motion information (1216). For instance,
summer 204 (FIG. 2) of video encoder 200 may generate the
residual data. Furthermore, in some examples, transform
processing unit 206 may apply a transiform to the residual
data to generate transform coeflicients, quantization unit 208
may quantize the transtform coeflicients, and entropy encod-
ing unit 220 may entropy encode syntax elements represent-
ing the quantized transform coethicients.

In some examples, when a CU 1s encoded using uni-

directional AMVP (1.e., uni-AMVP), video encoder 200
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signals a LIC flag for the CU. Otherwise, when the CU 1s not
encoded using uni-directional AMVP, video encoder 200
does not signal a LIC flag for the CU. In other words, video
encoder 200 may determine whether to signal a LIC flag
(1.e., a flag that indicates whether LIC 1s applied in the
current block) in an encoded wvideo bitstream. In this
example, video encoder 200 may signal the LIC flag 1n the
encoded video bitstream when the current block 1s encoded
using a uni-directional AMVP mode. Video encoder 200
does not apply LIC to the current block and does not signal
the flag 1n the encoded video bitstream when the current
block 1s encoded using a bi-directional AMVP mode. At the
decoder side, video decoder 300 may firstly parse a uni/bi-
prediction direction. In other words, video decoder 300 may
parse one or more syntax elements from the bitstream that
indicate whether the CU 1s encoded using uni-directional
AMVP based on reference picture list 0, using uni-direc-
tional AMVP based on reference picture list 1, or using
bi-directional AMVP. If the CU 1s encoded using uni-
directional AMVP, then video decoder 300 may parse the
LIC flag for the CU. Otherwise, for CUs encoded using
bi-directional AMVP (1.e., bi-AMVP), video decoder 300
does not parse a LIC flag for the CU and video decoder 300
may set the LIC flag for the CU to {false.

In another example, for a CU with AMVP mode, video
encoder 200 may firstly signal a LIC tlag before the predic-
tion direction. For instance, if LIC 1s on, then the CU 1s
coded with uni-AMVP mode. Hence, 1n this example, it may
be unnecessary to encode/decode the uni/bi-prediction
direction. Otherwise, 1n this example, when LIC 1s off, 1t
may be necessary to encode/decode the uni/bi-prediction
direction. Thus, 1 this example, video encoder 200 may
signal a LIC flag (i.e., a flag that indicates whether LIC 1s
applied in the current block) 1n an encoded video bitstream.
Furthermore, 1n this example, video encoder 200 may deter-
mine whether to signal in the encoded video bitstream one
or more syntax elements that indicate whether the current
block 1s encoded using a uni-directional AMVP mode or the
bi-directional AMVP mode. In this example, video encoder
200 may signal the one or more syntax elements in the
encoded video bitstream when the LIC flag indicates that
LIC 1s not applied in the current block. In this example,
video encoder 200 may encode the current block using the
uni-directional AMVP mode and not signal the one or more
syntax elements 1n the encoded video bitstream when the
LIC flag indicates that LIC 1s applied in the current block.

In some examples, as the coding tree goes deeper, it may
be helptul for a CU to refer to 1ts parent and grandparent
CUs. By using some coding information from parent and
grandparent CUs of the CU, video encoder 200 may be able
to skip some unnecessary RD checking for the CU. For
instance, in one example, video encoder 200 may {irst
determine whether to apply LIC to a CU that corresponds to
a whole CTU (1.e., a root CU) based on whether a lower RD
cost was obtained when encoding the root CU with LIC or
without using LIC. Video encoder 200 may store an LIC flag
for the root CU indicating whether to apply LIC to the root
CU. Additionally, 1n this example, video encoder 200 may
partition the root CU into two or more child CUs according
to one or more partitioning modes (e.g., a quadtree parti-
tiomng mode, one or more triple-tree partitioning modes,
one or more binary tree partitioming modes, etc.). For each
of the child CUs, video encoder 200 may determine whether
to apply LIC to the child CU based on whether a lower RD
cost was obtained when encoding the root CU with LIC or
without LIC. Video encoder 200 may record an LIC flag for
the child CU that indicates whether to apply LIC to the child
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CU. Video encoder 200 may repeat this process for one or
more of the child CUs. In this way, for any given current CU
other than the root CU, video encoder 200 may have stored
LIC flags for ancestor CUs of the current CU.

To speed up AMVP of a CU, video encoder 200 may use
LIC flags of parent and/or grandparent CUs for reference.
For example, when checking the AMVP of a current CU,
video encoder 200 may use a LIC flag of a parent of the
current CU. In other words, video encoder 200 may use a
LIC flag of a parent CU of the current CU when performing
an AMVP process for the current CU. When the LIC flag of
the parent CU of the current CU 1s true, video encoder 200
may check AMVP with LIC. For instance, when the LIC flag
of the parent CU of the current CU 1s true, video encoder 200
may determine an RD cost for AMVP with LIC 1n the
current CU. Otherwise, video encoder 200 only checks
AMVP with LIC ofl. For istance, when the LIC flag of the
parent CU of the current CU 1s false, video encoder 200 does
not perform a pass through the AMVP process 1n which LIC
1s applied. In this way, when the LIC flag of the parent CU
of the current CU 1s false, video encoder 200 may avoid the
need to determine the RD cost for AMVP with LIC 1n the
current CU. Thus, video encoder 200 may determine, based
on LIC flags of at least one of a parent CU or grandparent
CU of the current CU, whether LIC can be applied in the
AMVP process for the current CU.

In other examples, video encoder 200 may use LIC tlags
of grandparents and more ancestors. For instance, in one
such example, when the successive number of CUs with
LIC=1 exceeds a particular threshold, video encoder 200
may only check the LIC=1 case for the current CU. For
instance, 1 the number of ancestor CUs (e.g., parents and
grandparents) of the current CU all have LIC flags equal to
1 1s greater than a threshold, video encoder 200 does not
perform a pass of the AMVP process that does not apply LIC
and video encoder 200 may instead only determine the RD
cost for AMVP with LIC. Otherwise, 1f the number of
successive ancestor CUs of the current CU that have LIC
flags equal to 1 1s less than or equal to the threshold, video
encoder 200 does not perform a pass through the AMVP
process 1n which LIC 1s applied and video decoder 300 does
not determine the RD cost for AMVP with LIC. In some
examples, the threshold ditfers depending on the depth of the
current CU 1n a CU partitioning tree.

In some examples, mnstead of disabling LIC for bi-direc-
tional AMVP, a CU can skip motion estimation for bi-
directional AMVP when LIC 1s on to reduce complexity. The
procedure 1 FIG. 8 can be simplified as shown i FIG. 13.
FIG. 13 1s an example motion procedure for AMVP mode 1n
which b1-AMVP motion estimation may be skipped. In other
words, FI1G. 13 1s a flowchart 1llustrating an example motion
procedure for AMVP mode 1 which a video encoder may
skip bi-directional AMVP motion estimation, in accordance
with a technique of this disclosure. As shown i FIG. 13
when motion procedure 1s being pertormed for a CU with
LIC on, motion estimation for bi-AMVP 1s skipped by
calculating the COST BI with motion information of two
reference lists derived from uni-AMVP motion estimation.

In the example of FI1G. 13, actions (1300), (1302), (1304),
(1306), (1308), (1310), (1312), (1314), (1316), (1320) can
be performed 1n the same way as actions (1100), (1102),
(1104), (1106), (1108), (1110), (1112), (1114), (1116), and
(1120) of FIG. 11. However, 1n the example of FIG. 13, 1n
response to determining that local illumination compensa-
tion 1s enabled for the current block (“YES” branch of
1312), video encoder 200 may set COST BI with a motion

vector (MV) and reference index (Refidx) from uni-direc-
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tional motion estimation (1318). In other words, video
encoder 200 may set COST BI to a cost of a bi-directional
motion hypothesis that specifies the lowest-cost uni-direc-
tional motion hypothesis for reference picture list 0 deter-
mined in action 1304 and the lowest-cost uni-directional
motion hypothesis for reference picture list 1 determined in
action 1304. Note that this bi-directional motion hypothesis
may be diflerent from a lowest-cost bi-directional motion
hypothesis identified by performing the third loop of actions
1314 and 1316.

In some examples, video encoder 200 may use coding
information of parent and/or grandparent blocks to deter-
mine whether to skip the AMVP mode for a current CU.
Thus, 1n some circumstances, video encoder 200 does not
perform a process to determine whether the current CU
should be encoded using the AMVP mode. For example,
video encoder 200 may skip AMVP RD mode checking for
the current block when both the parent and grandparent are
encoded using the merge mode. The 1dea behind this 1s that
when both the grandparent and parent are encoded using
merge mode (1.e., motion information for the grandparent
and parent blocks can be derived from the neighboring
blocks), it may be possible to derive motion information of
the current CU from the neighbors as well. Thus, 1n this
example, video encoder 200 may determine, based on at
least one of a parent CU or a grandparent CU of the current
CU being coded using merge mode, whether the AMVP
process 1s enabled for the current CU. Therefore, mn such
scenarios, a search performed by video encoder 200 can be
accelerated by skipping the AMVP mode without signifi-
cantly comprising the rate-distortion performance.

In QTBT and MT'T based coding tree structure, a block
may be visited multiple times at the encoder side in diflerent
tree branches. The coding information from previous visits
can be used to speed up the encoder search. If a block, such
as a CU, 1s coded using an afline mode, translational motion
may not be eflicient enough to encode it. It 1s likely that in
the future visit, this block 1s still coded with the affine mode.
As such, 1n the future visit, only athne mode 1s checked, and
other modes are skipped.

That 1s, when determining how to encode a CTU, video
encoder 200 may partition the CTU into CUs according to
various partitioning trees. For example, video encoder 200
may partition the CI'U mnto CUs according to multiple
different QTBTs or MTTs. In some instances, different
partitioning trees include nodes that correspond to blocks
having the same sizes and positions within the CTU. Such
blocks may be considered to have been visited multiple
times when encoding the CTU. Video encoder 200 may
retain information about the best encoding mode of a block.
Thus, when video encoder 200 revisits the same block 1n a
different partitioning tree of the same CTU, video encoder
200 may use the retained information when determining a
best encoding mode of the revisited block. In accordance
with a technique of this disclosure, if the retained informa-
tion indicates that the best encoding mode of the block 1s an
athine mode, video encoder 200 does not check whether the
best encoding mode of the block 1s a merge mode or AMVP
mode when video encoder 200 revisits the block. In this way,
video encoder 200 may perform a plurality of visits to the
current block i different tree branches of a QTBT- or
MTT-based coding tree structure and determine, based on
the current block being coded with afline mode 1n a previous
visit of the plurality of visits, whether to skip the AMVP
process for the current block.

FI1G. 14 1s a tflowchart illustrating an example operation of
video decoder 300 1n accordance with a technique of this
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disclosure. As mentioned above, 1n some examples, video
encoder 200 may signal a LIC flag for a CU when the block
1s encoded using uni-directional AMVP. Otherwise, when
the CU 1s not encoded using uni-directional AMVP, video
encoder 200 does not signal a LIC flag for the CU. FIG. 14
1s a flowchart illustrating an example operation of video
decoder 300 1n accordance with such examples.

In the example of FIG. 14, video decoder 300 may
determine whether a block of the video data that 1s encoded
using AMVP 1s encoded using uni-directional AMVP and
not bi-directional AMVP (1400). Based on a determination
that the block 1s encoded using uni-directional AMVP
(“YES” branch of 1400), video decoder 300 may obtain a
LIC flag from an encoded video bitstream (1402). The LIC
flag may indicate whether the block 1s encoded using LIC.
Furthermore, video decoder 300 may use uni-directional
AMVP to generate a first predicted signal for the block
(1404). Additionally, video decoder 300 may determine
whether the LIC flag indicates that the block 1s encoded
using LIC (1406). Based on a determination that the LIC flag
indicates that the block 1s encoded using LIC (“YES” branch
of 1406), video decoder 300 may use LIC to generate a
second predicted signal for the block based on the first
predicted signal (1408) and form a decoded video block by
summing a residual block and the second predicted signal
(1410). Otherwise, 1f the LIC flag indicates that the block 1s
not encoded using LIC (*NO” branch of 1406), video
decoder 300 may form the decoded video block by summing
a residual block and the first predicted signal (1412).

Based on a determination that the block 1s encoded using
bi-directional AMVP (*“NO” branch of 1400), video decoder
300 may determine, without obtaining the LIC flag from the
encoded video bitstream, that the block 1s not encoded using
LIC (1414). In addition, video decoder 300 may use bi-
directional AMVP to generate the first predicted signal for
the block (1416) and form a decoded video block by
summing a residual block and the first predicted signal
(1412).

FIG. 15 15 a flowchart 1llustrating an example operation of
video decoder 300 1n accordance with a technique of this
disclosure. As mentioned above, 1n some examples, fora CU
with AMVP mode, video encoder 200 may firstly signal a
LIC flag before the prediction direction. For instance, 11 LIC
1s on, then the CU 1s coded with uni-AMVP mode. Hence,
in this example, 1t may be unnecessary to encode/decode the
uni/bi-prediction direction. Otherwise, 1n this example,
when LIC 1s off, 1t may be necessary to encode/decode the
uni/bi-prediction direction. FI1G. 15 1s a flowchart 1llustrating
an example operation of video decoder 300 in accordance
with such examples.

In the example of FIG. 15, video decoder 300 may
determine, based on a LIC flag signaled in an encoded video
bitstream, whether a block of video data that 1s encoded
using AMVP 1s encoded using LIC (1500). Based on a
determination that the block 1s encoded using LIC (*YES”
branch of 1500), video decoder 300 may automatically
determine the block 1s encoded using uni-directional AMVP
and not bi-directional AMVP without decoding any syntax
clements that explicitly indicate that the block 1s encoded
using uni-directional AMVP and not bi-directional AMVP
(1502). Accordingly, video decoder 300 may use uni-direc-
tional AMVP to generate a first predicted signal for the block
(1504). Additionally, video decoder 300 may use LIC to
generate a second predicted signal for the block based on the
first predicted signal (1506). For instance, video decoder 300
may use LIC to generate the second predicted signal as
described with respect to equation (1), above. Video decoder
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300 may form a decoded video block by summing a residual
block and the second predicted signal (1508).

On the other hand, based on a determination that the block
1s not encoded using LIC (*“NO” branch of 1500), video
decoder 300 may decode one or more syntax elements that
explicitly indicate which one of uni-directional AMVP and

bi-directional AMVP i1s used to encode the block (1510).
Furthermore, video decoder 300 may use whichever of
uni-directional AMVP and bi-directional AMVP is indicated

by the one or more syntax element to generate the first
predicted signal for the block (1512). Video decoder 300
may form a decoded video block by summing a residual
block and the first predicted signal (1514).

It 1s to be recognized that depending on the example,

certain acts or events of any of the techniques described
herein can be performed 1n a diflerent sequence, may be
added, merged, or left out altogether (e.g., not all described
acts or events are necessary lfor the practice of the tech-
niques). Moreover, 1n certain examples, acts or events may
be performed concurrently, e.g., through multi-threaded
processing, interrupt processing, or multiple processors,
rather than sequentially.
In one or more examples, the functions described may be
implemented in hardware, software, firmware, or any com-
bination thereof. If implemented in software, the functions
may be stored on or transmitted over as one or more
instructions or code on a computer-readable medium and
executed by a hardware-based processing unit. Computer-
readable media may include computer-readable storage
media, which corresponds to a tangible medium such as
computer-readable data storage media, or communication
media including any medium that facilitates transfer of a
computer program irom one place to another, e.g., according
to a communication protocol. In this manner, computer-
readable media generally may correspond to (1) tangible
computer-readable storage media which 1s non-transitory or
(2) a communication medium such as a signal or carrier
wave. Computer-readable data storage media may be any
available media that can be accessed by one or more
computers or one or more processors to retrieve mstructions,
code and/or data structures for implementation of the tech-
niques described in this disclosure. A computer program
product may include a computer-readable medium.

By way of example, and not limitation, such computer-
readable storage media can comprise RAM, ROM,
EEPROM, CD-ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic
disk storage, or other magnetic storage devices, flash
memory, or any other medium that can be used to store
desired program code in the form of instructions or data
structures and that can be accessed by a computer. Also, any
connection 1s properly termed a computer-readable medium.
For example, if instructions are transmitted from a website,
server, or other remote source using a coaxial cable, fiber
optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber line (DSL), or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and micro-
wave, then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair,
DSL, or wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and
microwave are included in the definition of medium. It
should be understood, however, that computer-readable stor-
age media and data storage media do not include connec-
tions, carrier waves, signals, or other transitory media, but
are 1nstead directed to non-transitory, tangible storage
media. Disk and disc, as used herein, includes compact disc
(CD), laser disc, optical disc, digital versatile disc (DVD),
floppy disk and Blu-ray disc, where disks usually reproduce
data magnetically, while discs reproduce data optically with
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lasers. Combinations of the above should also be included
within the scope of computer-readable media.

Instructions may be executed by one or more processors,
such as one or more digital signal processors (DSPs),
general purpose microprocessors, application specific inte-
grated circuits (ASICs), field programmable gate arrays
(FPGAs), or other equivalent integrated or discrete logic
circuitry. Accordingly, the terms “processor’” and “process-
ing circuity,” as used herein may refer to any of the fore-
going structures or any other structure suitable for 1mple-
mentation of the techniques described herein. In addition, in
some aspects, the functionality described herein may be
provided within dedicated hardware and/or software mod-
ules configured for encoding and decoding, or incorporated
in a combined codec. Also, the techniques could be fully
implemented 1n one or more circuits or logic elements.

The techniques of this disclosure may be implemented 1n
a wide variety of devices or apparatuses, including a wire-
less handset, an integrated circuit (IC) or a set of ICs (e.g.,
a chip set). Various components, modules, or units are
described 1n this disclosure to emphasize functional aspects
of devices configured to perform the disclosed techniques,
but do not necessarily require realization by different hard-
ware units. Rather, as described above, various units may be
combined 1n a codec hardware unit or provided by a col-
lection of interoperative hardware units, including one or
more processors as described above, 1 conjunction with
suitable software and/or firmware.

Various examples have been described. These and other
examples are within the scope of the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method of encoding video data, the method com-
prising:
performing, by a video encoder, an Advanced Motion
Vector Prediction (AMVP) process for a current block
of a current picture of the video data, wherein perform-
ing the AMVP process comprises:
determining, by the video encoder, a first cost by
performing a uni-directional AMVP motion estima-
tion process using reference pictures in a first refer-
ence picture list;
determining, by the video encoder, a second cost by
performing the uni-directional AMVP motion esti-
mation process using reference pictures 1 a second
reference picture list;
determining, by the video encoder, a non-fixed refer-
ence picture list, wherein the non-fixed reference
picture list 1s the first reference picture list when the
first cost 1s less than the second cost and the non-
fixed reference picture list 1s the second reference
picture list when the second cost 1s less than the first
COst;
determining, by the video encoder, whether local 1llu-
mination compensation (LIC) 1s being applied 1n the
AMYVP process;
based on LIC being applied in the AMVP process:
skipping, by the video encoder, a bi-directional
AMVP motion estimation process that sets a third
cost to be a cost associated with encoding the
current block using a bi-directional AMVP mode;
and
setting, by the video encoder, the third cost to a
maximum cost value; and
determining, by the video encoder, a set of motion
information based on a comparison of the first cost,
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the second cost, and the third cost, wherein the set of
motion information includes one or more motion
vectors; and

generating, by the video encoder, residual data indicating,

differences between the current block and a predictive
block pointed to by the one or more motion vectors of
the set of motion information.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising signaling, in
an encoded video bitstream, a slice-level flag that indicates
whether LIC can be applied in the AMVP process.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining,
by the video encoder, whether to signal a flag 1n an encoded
video bitstream, the flag indicating whether LIC 1s applied
in the current block, wherein:

the video encoder signals the flag in the encoded video

bitstream when the current block 1s encoded using a
uni-directional AMVP mode, and

LIC 1s not applied to the block and the video encoder does

not signal the flag in the encoded video bitstream when
the current block 1s encoded using a bi-directional
AMVP mode.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the current block 1s
encoded using AMVP and the method further comprises:

signaling, by the video encoder, a flag in an encoded video

bitstream, the flag indicating whether LIC 1s applied in
the current block; and

determining, by the video encoder, whether to signal in

the encoded video bitstream one or more syntax ele-

ments that indicate whether the current block 1s

encoded using a uni-directional AMVP mode or the

bi-directional AMVP mode,

wherein the video encoder signals the one or more
syntax elements 1n the encoded video bitstream when
the flag indicates that LIC 1s not applied in the
current block, and

wherein the video encoder encodes the current block
using the uni-directional AMVP mode and does not
signal the one or more syntax elements in the
encoded video bitstream when the flag indicates that
LIC 1s applied 1n the current block.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining, by the video encoder, whether a temporal

distance between the current picture and a closest
reference picture to the current picture 1s less than or
equal to a threshold; and

determining, by the video encoder, that LIC cannot be

applied in the AMVP process when the temporal dis-
tance between the current picture and the closest ref-
erence picture to the current picture is less than or equal
to the threshold.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining, by the video encoder an average histogram

difference between a current slice of the current picture
and each reference picture in the first reference picture
list and the second reference picture list;
determining, by the video encoder, whether the average
histogram difference 1s greater than a threshold; and

determining, by the video encoder, based on whether the
average histogram difference 1s greater than the thresh-
old, whether local illumination compensation can be
applied in the AMVP process.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising;:

determining, by the video encoder, whether a histogram

difference between the current picture and each refer-
ence picture 1s greater than or equal to a first threshold;
determining, by the video encoder, based on the histogram
difference being greater than or equal to the first
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threshold, that local i1llumination compensation 1is
enabled for the current picture;

determining, by the video encoder, based on local 1llumi-
nation compensation being enabled for the current
picture, whether the histogram difference 1s greater
than a second threshold different from the first thresh-
old; and

determiming, by the video encoder, based on whether the
average histogram difference 1s greater than the second

threshold, that local illumination compensation can be
applied 1n the AMVP process.
8. The method of claim 1, wherein the current block 1s a
current coding unit (CU) and the method turther comprises:
determining, by the video encoder, based on a local
illumination compensation (LIC) flag of at least one of
a parent CU or grandparent CU of the current CU
whether LIC can be applied in the AMVP process.
9. The method of claim 1, wherein the current block 1s a
current CU and the method further comprises:
determiming, by the video encoder, based on at least one
of a parent CU or a grandparent CU of the current CU
being coded using merge mode, whether the AMVP
process 1s enabled for the current CU.
10. The method of claim 1, wherein the current block 1s
a first block of the current picture, and the current picture
includes a second block, the method further comprising:
performing, by the video encoder, a plurality of visits to
the second block 1n different tree branches of a Quad-
Tree Binary Tree (QTBT)- or Multi-Type-Tree (MTT)-
based coding tree structure; and
determining, based on the second block being coded with
afline mode 1n a previous visit of the plurality of visits,
whether to skip the AMVP process for the second
block.
11. A video encoding device comprising;:
a memory configured to store video data; and
one or more processing circuits configured to:
perform an Advanced Motion Vector Prediction
(AMVP) process for a current block of a current
picture of the video data, wherein the one or more
processing circuits are configured such that, as part
of performing the AMVP process, the one or more
processing circuits:
determine a first cost by performing a uni-directional
AMVP motion estimation process using reference
pictures 1n a first reference picture list;
determine a second cost by performing the uni-
directional AMVP motion estimation process
using reference pictures mn a second reference
picture list;
determine a non-fixed reference picture list, wherein
the non-fixed reference picture list 1s the first
reference picture list when the first cost 1s less than
the second cost and the non-fixed reference picture
list 1s the second reference picture list when the
second cost 1s less than the first cost;
determine whether local illumination compensation
(LIC) 1s being applied in the AMVP process;
based on LIC being applied 1n the AMVP process:
skip a bi-directional AMVP motion estimation
process that sets a third cost to be a cost
assocliated with encoding the current block
using a bi-directional AMVP mode; and
set the third cost to a maximum cost value; and
determine a set of motion information based on a
comparison of the first cost, the second cost, and
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the third cost, wherein the set of motion informa-
tion includes one or more motion vectors; and
generate residual data indicating differences between
the current block and a predictive block pointed to by
the one or more motion vectors of the set of motion
information.

12. The video encoding device of claim 11, wherein the
one or more processing circuits are configured to signal, 1n
an encoded video bitstream, a slice-level flag that indicates
whether LIC can be applied in the AMVP process.

13. The video encoding device of claim 11, wherein the
one or more processing circuits are configured to determine
whether to signal a flag 1n an encoded video bitstream, the
flag indicating whether LIC 1s applied in the current block,
wherein:

the one or more processing circuits signal the flag 1n the

encoded video bitstream when the current block 1is
encoded using a uni-directional AMVP mode, and

LIC 1s not applied to the block and the one or more

processing circuits do not signal the flag 1n the encoded
video bitstream when the current block 1s encoded
using a bi-directional AMVP mode.
14. The video encoding device of claim 11, wherein the
current block 1s encoded using AMVP and the one or more
processing circuits are further configured to:
signal a flag 1n an encoded video bitstream, the flag
indicating whether LIC 1s applied 1n the current block;

determine whether to signal in the encoded video bit-
stream one or more syntax elements that indicate
whether the current block 1s encoded using a uni-
directional AMVP mode or the bi-directional AMVP
mode;

signal the one or more syntax elements in the encoded

video bitstream when the flag indicates that LIC 1s not
applied 1n the current block; and

encode the current block using the uni-directional AMVP

mode and not signal the one or more syntax elements
in the encoded video bitstream when the flag indicates
that LIC 1s applied 1n the current block.

15. The video encoding device of claim 11, wherein the
one or more processing circuits are further configured to:

determine whether a temporal distance between the cur-

rent picture and a closest reference picture to the
current picture 1s less than or equal to a threshold; and

determine that LIC cannot be applied in the AMVP
process when the temporal distance between the current
picture and the closest reference picture to the current
picture 1s less than or equal to the threshold.

16. The video encoding device of claim 11, wherein the

one or more processing circuits are further configured to:

determine an average histogram diflerence between a
current slice of the current picture and each reference
picture 1n the first reference picture list and the second
reference picture list;

determine whether the average histogram di
greater than a threshold; and

determine, based on whether the average histogram dif-
ference 1s greater than the threshold, whether local
illumination compensation can be applied in the AMVP
pProcess.

17. The video encoding device of claim 11, wherein the

one or more processing circuits are further configured to:

determine whether a histogram difference between the
current picture and each reference picture 1s greater
than or equal to a first threshold;
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determine, based on the histogram difference being
greater than or equal to the first threshold, that local
illumination compensation i1s enabled for the current
picture;

determine, based on local illumination compensation

being enabled for the current picture, whether the
histogram diflerence 1s greater than a second threshold
different from the first threshold; and

determine, based on whether the average histogram dif-

ference 1s greater than the second threshold, that local
illumination compensation can be applied in the AMVP
pProcess.

18. The video encoding device of claim 11, wherein the
current block 1s a current coding unit (CU) and the one or
more processing circuits are further configured to:

determine, based on a local illumination compensation

(LIC) flag of at least one of a parent CU or grandparent
CU of the current CU whether LIC can be applied in the
AMYVP process.

19. The video encoding device of claim 11, wherein the
current block 1s a current CU and the one or more processing
circuits are further configured to:

determine, based on at least one of a parent CU or a

grandparent CU of the current CU being coded using
merge mode, whether the AMVP process 1s enabled for
the current CU.

20. The video encoding device of claim 11, wherein the
current block 1s a first block of the current picture, the
current picture includes a second block, and the one or more
processing circuits are further configured to:

perform a plurality of visits to the second current block 1n

different tree branches of a (Quad-Tree Binary Tree
(QTBT)- or Multi-Type-Tree (MTT)-based coding tree
structure; and

determine, on the second block being coded with athne

mode 1 a previous visit of the plurality of wvisits,
whether to skip the AMVP process for the second
block.

21. A device for decoding video data, the device com-
prising;:

a memory configured to store video data; and

one or more processing circuits configured to:

determine whether a block of the video data that 1s

encoded using Advanced Motion Vector Prediction
(AMVP) 1s encoded using uni-directional AMVP

and not bi-directional AMVP;
based on the block being encoded using unmi-directional
AMVP:
obtain a local illumination compensation (LLIC) flag
from an encoded video bitstream, the LIC flag
indicating whether the block 1s encoded using
LIC;
use uni-directional AMVP to generate a first pre-
dicted signal for the block;
based on the LIC flag indicating that the block 1s
encoded using LIC, use LIC to generate a second
predicted signal for the block based on the first
predicted signal; and
form a decoded video block by summing a residual
block and the second predicted signal.
22. The device of claim 21, wherein the block 1s a first
block, the method further comprising:
determine whether a second block of the video data that
1s encoded using AMVP 1s encoded using uni-direc-
tional AMVP and not bi-directional AMVP;
based on the second block being encoded using bi-

directional AMVP:
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determine that the second block 1s not encoded using
LIC without obtaining a LIC flag that indicates
whether the second block 1s encoded using LIC;
use bi-directional AMVP to generate a third predicted
signal for the second block; and
form a second decoded video block by summing a
second residual block and the third predicted signal.
23. A device for decoding video data, the device com-
prising:
a memory configured to store video data; and
one or more processing circuits configured to:
determine, based on a local 1llumination compensation
(LIC) flag signaled in an encoded video bitstream.,
that a block of the video data that 1s encoded using
Advanced Motion Vector Prediction (AMVP) 1s
encoded using LIC; and
based on the block being encoded using LIC:
determine that the block 1s encoded using uni-direc-
tional AMVP and not bi-directional AMVP with-
out decoding any syntax elements that explicitly
indicate that the block 1s encoded using uni-
directional AMVP and not bi-directional AMVP:;
use uni-directional AMVP to generate a first pre-
dicted signal for the block; use LIC to generate a
second predicted signal for the block based on the
first predicted signal; and
form a decoded video block by summing a residual
block and the second predicted signal.
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