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THERMISTOR SINTERED BODY AND
THERMISTOR ELEMENT

This 1s the National Stage of PCT international applica-
tion PCT/JP2018/017149 filed on Apr. 27, 2018, which 5

claims priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-
120348 filed on Jun. 20, 2017, the content of each of which

1s incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD 10

The present invention relates to a thermistor sintered body
and a thermistor element which can accurately detect a
temperature in a wide temperature range.

15
BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, a temperature sensor has been widely
used that uses a thermistor of which the electric resistance
value (herematter simply referred to as a resistance value)
changes according to a temperature, as a heat sensitive body.
The characteristics of the thermistor are generally shown by
the resistance value and a temperature coeflicient of resis-
tance (temperature dependence of the resistance value). The
resistance value characteristics of the thermistor are different
depending on a maternial constituting the element, and vari-
ous materials have been developed which show the resis-
tance value characteristics according to the purpose of use.

An average temperature coellicient of resistance (herein-
alter referred to as B constant) can be obtained by the
following expression;

20

25

30

b=(In Rm-In Rn)/(1/Tm-1/1Tn)

Rm: Resistance value at temperature Tm

Rn: Resistance value at temperature Tn

The thermistor 1s a substance which detects a temperature
based on a change in the resistance value, and when the
resistance value becomes too low, cannot accurately detect
the temperature. Accordingly, a thermistor which 1s used in
a wide temperature range 1s required to have a small B
constant.

As 1s disclosed 1n Patent Literature 1 and Patent Literature
2, a thermistor 1s known which has an NTC (Negative
Temperature Coeflicient: negative temperature coeflicient of
resistance) characteristics having a B constant of 2500 K or 45
lower 1n a temperature range of 23° C. to 700° C. It 1s
disclosed that the thermistors in Patent Literature 1 and
Patent Literature 2 are formed of an oxide sintered body of
which the composition 1s Y, Cr, Mn and Ca, and that a typical

composition ol Y, Cr, Mn and Ca 1s Y: 79.5 mol %, Cr: 8.5 50
mol %, Mn: 8.5 mol % and Ca: 3.5 mol %.

According to Patent Literature 1, this thermistor sintered
body has resistance values of 28.801 k&2, 6.291 k€2, 0.6862
k€2, 0.2196 k€2 and 0.1041 k€2 at 25° C., 100° C., 300° C.,
500° C. and 700° C., respectively; and has the B constant of 55
2417 K 1n a temperature range between 25° C. and 700° C.

It 1s disclosed that this thermistor can be used for controlling
a temperature to 700° C. or lower.

Patent Literature 2 uses a thermistor chip formed of an
oxide sintered body having the same composition as that of 60
Patent Literature 1, and achieves a mechamically, thermally
and chemically stable thermistor element over a wide tem-
perature range from -50° C. to approximately 1000° C.
However, Patent Literature 2 achieves the stable thermistor
clement 1n the above described wide temperature range, by
covering a joined portion between the thermistor chip and a
lead wire, with a covering material that 1s formed of the

35
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2

metal oxide and a sintering accelerator which does not have
a conductivity enhancing function. In other words, a difler-
ent point between Patent Literature 2 and Patent Literature
1 exists 1n a material of the covering material, and the B
constant of the oxide sintered body which 1s disclosed by
Patent Literature 2 and has the same composition as that of
Patent Literature 1 1s equivalent to that of Patent Literature

1.

CITATION LIST

Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: JP 2005-294653 A
Patent Literature 2: JP 2006-108221 A

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Technical Problem

It 1s required for thermistors to be used in a higher
temperature range, and 1n the circumstance, 1t 1s required to
control the B constant of the thermistor itself so that the B
constant can cope with this high temperature range.

For this reason, an object of the present invention 1s to
provide a thermistor sintered body which can control the B
constant to the same extent as that of the conventional wide
range type even at 1000° C., and to provide a thermistor
clement.

Solution to Problem

The thermistor sintered body of the present invention 1s
formed of a sintered body that includes a Y,O, phase and a
Y (Cr, Mn)O; phase or a YMnO; phase, and 1s rich in Mn
relative to Cr.

The thermistor sintered body of the present mnvention 1s
characterized 1n that the B constant (B (0/1000)) determined
by the following Expression (1) 1s 2400 K or lower;

A=(In Rm—In Rn)/(1/Tm-1/1n)

Rm: Resistance value at 0° C.
Rn: Resistance value at 1000° C.
Tm: 0° C.

Tn: 1000° C.

The thermistor sintered body of the present invention
includes a form A of which the structure includes the Y,O,
phase and the Y (Cr, Mn)O; phase, and a form B of which the
structure includes the Y,O, phase and the YMnO, phase.

The form A can be further divided into a form A1 1n which
Cr/Mn 1s relatively large, and a form A2 in which Cr/Mn 1s
relatively small. A difference between the form Al and the
form A2 1s that a Cr content of the latter 1s small but a
content of Ca 1s large and Cr/Mn 1s small, as compared with
those of the former.

The form B does not contain Cr, but contains a large
amount of Ca.

A preterable chemical composition of Cr, Mn, Ca and Y
excluding oxygen 1n the sintered body according to the form
Al 1s Cr: 3 to 9 mol %, Mn: Sto 15 mol %, and Ca: 1 to 8
mol % (where Cr/Mn<1.0). In this thermistor sintered body,
it 1s preferable for Cr/Mn to be 0.2 to 0.9, 1s more preferable
to be 0.6 to 0.9, and 1s further preferable to be 0.7 to 0.8.

A preferable chemical composition of Cr, Mn, Ca and Y
excluding oxygen 1n the sintered body according to the form
A2 1s Cr: =5 mol % (where, excluding 0), Mn: 12 to 18 mol

%, Ca: 6 to 18 mol %, and the balance being unavoidable

(1)
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impurities and Y. In this thermistor sintered body, 1t 1s
preferable for Cr/Mn to be 0.5 or smaller, 1s more preferable
to be 0.4 or smaller, and 1s further preferable to be 0.3 or
smaller.

A preferable chemical composition of Mn, Ca and Y
excluding oxygen 1n the sintered body 1n the form B 1s Mn:
12 to 18 mol %, Ca: 6 to 18 mol %, and the balance being
unavoidable impurities and Y. The Cr/Mn 1n this thermistor
sintered body 1s zero.

In addition, in the thermistor sintered body of the present
invention, 1t 1s preferable that Ca dissolves in the Y(Cr,
Mn)O; phase or dissolves 1n the YMnO, phase. Incidentally,
as will be described later, Ca dissolves in the YO, phase as
well.

The thermistor sintered body of the present invention 1s
preferably formed of a crystal structure of an orthorhombic
crystal system.

The thermistor sintered body of the present invention can
control the B constant to be low, 1n each of temperature
ranges of a low temperature range (-40° C. to 25° C.), a
middle temperature range (25° C. to 600° C.) and a high
temperature range (600° C. to 1000° C.)

Specifically, i the thermistor sintered body of the present
invention, a B constant (B(—40/25)) can be set at 2200 K or

lower, a B constant (B(25/600)) can be set at 2300 K or
lower, and a B constant (B(600/1000)) can be set at 2800 K
or lower.

Each of the B constants 1s calculated by the above
described Expression (1).

The thermistor sintered body of the present invention can
exhibit 0.05 k€2 or larger as the resistance value at 1050° C.,
and exhibits 100 k€2 as the resistance value at room tem-
perature or lower.

The present invention provides a thermistor element by
using the above described thermistor sintered body. This
thermistor element 1includes a heat sensitive body, a pair of
lead wires electrically connected to the heat sensitive body,
and a covering layer covering the heat sensitive body; and
the thermistor sintered body described above can be applied
to the heat sensitive body.

Advantageous Eflects of Invention

According to the present invention, 1t 1s possible to
control the B constant (B(0/1000)) to 2400 K or lower, 1n the
thermistor sintered body formed of a composite structure
which includes the Y ,O, phase and the Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase

or the YMnO, phase, by controlling the composition so that
0=Cr/Mn<1.0 holds, in other words Mn 1s relatively rich to

Cr. Thereby, the present invention can provide a thermistor
sintered body that can accurately detect a temperature 1n a
wide temperature range from -350 to 1200° C.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A, FIG. 1B and FIG. 1C show a structure of a
thermistor sintered body according to an embodiment of the
present invention, FIG. 1A bemng a view schematically
showing the structure, FIG. 1B being a microstructure
photograph of the thermistor sintered body according to the
present embodiment, and FIG. 1C being a table showing
analysis results of chemical compositions of a Y,O, phase
and a Y(Cr, Mn)O; phase.

FIG. 2 1s a flow chart showing one example of a produc-
tion procedure of a thermistor sintered body according to the
present embodiment.
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FIG. 3 1s a table showing chemical compositions and
characteristics (B(25/50)) of Example 1 and Comparative
Example.

FIG. 4 1s a table showing chemical compositions and
characteristics (B constant, resistance value (1050° C.), and
temperature exhibiting a resistance value of 100 k€2) of
Example 1 and Comparative Example.

FIG. 5A shows R-T curves of Example (Sample No. 3)
and Comparative Examples (Sample No. 36 and Sample No.
377); and FIG. 5B shows R-T curves of Example (Sample No.
11) and Comparative Examples (Sample No. 36 and Sample
No. 37).

FIG. 6 A shows R-T curves of Example (Sample No. 10)
and Comparative Examples (Sample No. 36 and Sample No.
3’7); and F1G. 6B shows R-T curves of Example (Sample No.
13) and Comparative Examples (Sample No. 36 and Sample
No. 37).

FIG. 7A and FIG. 7B are each a perspective view showing,
one example of a thermistor element that uses the thermistor
sintered body according to the present embodiment.

FIG. 8A 1s a perspective view showing another example
of the thermistor element that uses the thermistor sintered
body according to the present embodiment, and FIG. 8B 1s

a view schematically showing a manufacturing procedure
thereof.

FIG. 9 1s a table showing chemical compositions and
characteristics (B(25/50)) of Example 2.

FIG. 10 1s a graph showing results obtamned by having
identified crystal structures of thermistor sintered bodies of
Example 1 and Example 2 and thermistor sintered bodies of
Comparative Example, by X-ray diffraction.

FIG. 11 1s a partially enlarged view of the graph of FIG.
10, and 1s a diagram for describing a change of the crystal
structure.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the attached drawings.

As 1s shown in FIG. 1A, a thermistor sintered body
according to the present embodiment 1s an oxide sintered
body having a composite structure including the Y ,O; phase
(2) and the Y (Cr, Mn)O; phase (3). This thermistor sintered
body corresponds to the previously described form Al and
form A2.

The Y,O, phase has properties of an electrical insulator,
and aflects a resistance value of the thermistor sintered body.
In addition, the Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase has a property of a
semiconductor, and affects a B constant of the thermistor
sintered body.

The thermistor sintered body has a structure of a sintered
body, which has the Y,O, phase of which the resistance
value and the B constant are high, and the Y(Cr, Mn)O,
phase of which the resistance value and the B constant are
low. The thermistor sintered body 1s more occupied by the
Y ,O; phase than by the Y(Cr, Mn)O; phase, and more than
50% by volume to 90% by volume 1s occupied by the Y,O,
phase, and the remaining portion (10% by volume or more,
and less than 350% by volume) 1s occupied by the Y(Cr,
Mn)O, phase.

As one example, a microstructure photograph (4000 mag-
nitudes) of the thermistor sintered body 1s shown 1 FIG. 1B.
The thermistor sintered body typically has a sea-island
structure, and has a composite structure 1n which the Y(Cr,
Mn)O, phase that forms a sub-phase 1s dispersed 1n the Y, O,
phase that forms a main phase. The thermistor sintered body
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preferably contains 60 to 90% by volume of the YO, phase,
and more preferably 65 to 75% by volume.

When the thermistor sintered body has the sea-island
structure, grain boundaries cannot be clearly i1dentified 1n
some cases, but the Y,O, phase has an average grain size
(d50) of approximately 0.5 to 30 um and the Y(Cr, Mn)Oj,
phase has an average grain size of approximately 1.0 to 10
L.
Each of the Y ,O, phase and the Y (Cr, Mn)O, phase 1n the
thermistor sintered body has been subjected to a composi-
tion analysis.

The results are shown in FIG. 1C, and it has been
confirmed that Ca dissolves 1n the Y(Cr, Mn)O; phase. Ca
dissolves 1n the Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase, which 1s considered to
thereby contribute to lowering the B constant of the Y(Cr,
Mn)O, phase.

In the case of a composition system which does not
contain Cr, as 1n the form B, the YMnO, phase 1s formed
instead of the Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase, and Ca dissolves 1n the
YMnO; phase.

The thermistor sintered body exhibits thermistor charac-
teristics of N'TC, and has the following characteristic: the B
constant (B(0/1000)) in a temperature range between 0° C.
and 1000° C. 1s 2400 K or lower. Thus, according to the
thermistor sintered body, the B constant can be lowered in
a wide temperature range. Besides, the thermistor sintered
body according to the present invention can control a
resistance value at 1050° C. to 0.05 k& or larger, and
preferably to 0.1 k€2 or larger; and also can exhibit a
resistance value of 100 k€2 at room temperature or lower,
and preferably below the freezing point, for example, at
—-40° C. or lower. Thereby, by using the thermistor sintered
body, 1t becomes possible to accurately detect a temperature
in a wide temperature range ranging irom a temperature
below the freezing point to 1000° C., more specifically, —=50
to 1200° C.

The thermistor sintered body which has the Y,O; phase
and the Y (Cr, Mn)O; phase and corresponds to the form Al
has a chemical composition of Cr, Mn, Ca and Y excluding
oxygen, which contains Cr: 3 to 9 mol %, Mn: 5 to 15 mol
%, Ca: 1 to 8 mol %, and the balance being unavoidable
impurities and Y.

In addition, the thermistor sintered body which includes
the Y,O, phase and the Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase and corresponds
to the form A2 has a chemical composition of Cr, Mn, Ca
and Y excluding oxygen, which contains Cr: 5 mol %
(excluding 0), Mn: 12 to 18 mol %, Ca: 6 to 18 mol %, and
the balance being unavoidable impurities and Y.

In addition to adopting the above described composition
range, the thermistor sintered body has a composition in
which Cr/Mn that 1s a ratio of Cr to Mn 1s smaller than 1, in
other words, Mn 1s relatively rich to Cr. The thermistor
sintered body can lower the B constant by adopting this
Mn-rich composition. Because of this, in the thermistor
sintered body, 1n the form Al, the range of Cr 1s set at 3 to
9 mol %, but on the other hand, the range of Mn 1s set at 5
to 15 mol %.

A preferable range of Cr 1s 5 to 9 mol %, and a more
preferable range of Cr 1s 6 to 8 mol %.

In addition, a preferable range of Mn1s 7 to 12 mol %, and
a more preferable range of Mn 1s 8 to 11 mol %.

It 1s preferable for the Cr/Mn to be 0.4 to 0.9, 1s more
preferable to be 0.6 to 0.9, and 1s further preferable to be 0.7
to 0.8.

Also 1n the form A2, the Mn-rich composition 1s adopted;
but a range of Cr 1s =5 mol % (excluding 0), and on the other
hand, a range of Mn 1s set at 12 to 23 mol %.
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A preferable range of Cr 1s 1 to 5 mol %, and a more
preferable range of Cr 1s 2 to 4 mol %.

In addition, a preferable range of Mn 1s 12 to 20 mol %,
and a more preferable range of Mn 1s 14 to 18 mol %.

It 1s preferable for Cr/Mn to be 0.4 or smaller, and 1s more
preferable to be 0.3 or smaller.

The form B which adopts the most Mn-rich composition
does not contain Cr, and sets a range of Mn at 12 to 18 mol
%. The preferable range of Mn 1s similar to that 1n the form
A2.

Ca has a function of lowering the B constant of the
thermistor sintered body by dissolving 1n the Y(Cr, Mn)O,
phase. Accordingly, when the amount of Ca 1s increased, the
B constant can be lowered even though the Cr/Mn has been
increased.

In the form Al, a preferable range of Ca 1s 2 to 7 mol %,
and a more preferable range of Ca 1s 3 to 5 mol %.

The form A2 and the form B contain 6 to 18 mol % of Ca,
which 1s more as compared with that of the form Al; and a
preferable range of Ca 1s 6 to 14 mol %, and a more
preferable range of Ca 1s 6 to 10 mol %.

[Method for Producing Thermistor Sintered Body]

Next, one example of a method for producing a thermistor
sintered body will be described with reference to FIG. 2.

As 1s shown 1n FIG. 2, the production method according
to the present embodiment includes steps of weighing of raw
material powders, mixing of the raw material powders,
drying of the raw matenial powders, calcining, mixing/
grinding aiter calcining, drying/granulating, compacting and
sintering. Each of the steps will be described below 1n
sequence.

| Weighing of Raw Material Powders]

In the present embodiment, yttrium oxide (Y ,O,) powder,
chromium oxide (Cr,0O;) powder, manganese oxide (MnO,
Mn,O,, Mn,O, or the like) powder and CaCO, powder are
used as raw material powders. When a thermistor sintered
body according to the form B is produced, the chromium
oxide (Cr,O;) powder 1s removed.

The above described raw maternial powders are weighed
so as to form the above described chemical composition.

The YO, powder contributes to the formation of a YO,
phase, and the Y,O, powder, the Cr,O, powder and the
Mn,O, powder contribute to the formation of a Y(Cr, Mn)O,
phase. The CaCO, powder functions as a sintering aid; and
in addition, dissolves 1n the Y (Cr, Mn)O, phase 1n a form of
Ca, and contributes to lowering a B constant.

As for the raw material powders, powders are used of
which the purities are 98% or higher, preferably 99% or
higher, and more preferably 99.9% or higher, 1n order to
obtain a thermistor sintered body having high characteris-
tics.

In addition, the particle size of the raw material powder 1s
not limited as long as calcination proceeds, but can be
selected from a range o1 0.1 to 6.0 um by an average particle
s1ze (d50).

|[Mixing of Raw Material Powders and Ball Mill]

The Y,O; powder, the Cr,O, powder, the Mn,0O, powder
and the CaCO; powder which have been weighed by pre-
determined amounts are mixed. The mixing can be per-
formed, for example, by using a ball mill to mix the mixed
powders converted mto a slurry by addition of water. A
mixer other than the ball mill can also be used for the
mixing.

|[Drying of Raw Material Powders]

It 1s preferable to dry and granulate the slurry which has
been mixed, by a spray dryer or other equipment, and to
form a mixed powder for calcination.
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[Calcination]

The mixed powder for calcination, which has been dried,
1s calcined. By the calcination, a calcined body having a
composite structure of the YO, phase and the Y(Cr, Mn)O,
phase 1s obtained from the Y ,O, powder, the Cr,O, powder,
the Mn,0O, powder and the CaCO, powder.

The calcination 1s performed by placing the mixed pow-
der for calcination, for example, 1n a crucible, and holding
the mixed powder 1n a temperature range of 800 to 1300° C.
in the air. If the calcination temperature 1s lower than 800°
C., the formation of the composite structure 1s insuilicient,
and 11 the calcination temperature exceeds 1300° C., there 1s
a possibility that a sintering density lowers and/or the
stability of the resistance value lowers. Therefore, the hold-
ing temperature in the calcination 1s set 1n the range of 800
to 1300° C.

A holding time period 1n the calcination should be appro-
priately set according to the holding temperature, but 11 the
holding temperature 1s 1n the above described temperature
range, the purpose of the calcination can be achieved by the
holding time period of approximately 0.5 to 100 hours.

[Mixing, Pulverization and Ball Mill]

The calcined powder 1s mixed and pulverized. The pow-
ders can be converted into slurry by addition of water, and
be mixed and pulverized with the use of a ball mill, 1n the
same manner as before the calcination.

[Drying and Granulation]

It 1s preferable to dry and granulate the pulverized pow-
der, by a spray dryer or other equipment.

|Compacting]

The granulated powder after the calcination 1s compacted
into a predetermined shape.

For compacting, press compacting with the use of a die,
and besides a cold 1sostatic press (CIP) can be used.

The higher the density of the compacted body 1is, the
higher density a sintered body easily obtains; and accord-
ingly, it 1s desirable to enhance the density of the compacted
body as highly as possible. For that purpose, it 1s preferable
to use the CIP which can obtain the high density.

[Sintering

Next, the obtained compacted body 1s sintered.

The sintering 1s performed by a procedure of holding the
temperature range of 1400 to 1650° C. in the air. If the
sintering temperature 1s lower than 1400° C., the formation
of the composite structure 1s msuilicient; and 1f 1t exceeds
1650° C., the sintered body melts, and/or a reaction occurs
with a sintering crucible and/or the like. The holding time
period 1n the sintering should be appropriately set according,
to the holding temperature, but i1 the holding temperature 1s
in the above described temperature range, a dense sintered
body can be obtained by a holding time period of approxi-
mately 0.5 to 200 hours.

It 1s preferable to subject the obtained thermistor sintered
body to annealing, in order to stabilize the thermistor
characteristics. The thermistor sintered body 1s annealed by
being held, for example, at 1000° C. 1n the air.

[ Thermistor Element]

A specific example of a thermistor 10 will be described to
which the thermistor sintered body obtained in the above

described way 1s applied.

As 1s shown in FIG. 7A, the thermistor 10 includes a
thermistor element 11 and a covering layer 15.

The thermistor element 11 1s used together with a detec-
tion circuit for extracting a change of a resistance value as
a change of voltage, thereby detects a temperature of an
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environment 1n which the thermistor element 11 1s placed,
and generates a temperature detection signal consisting of an
clectrical signal.

The covering layer 15 seals the thermistor element 11 to
keep the thermistor element 11 1n an airtight state, thereby
prevents the occurrence of chemical and physical changes of
the thermaistor sintered body in particular, based on the
environmental conditions, and also mechanically protects
the thermistor element 11.

As 1s shown 1n FIG. 7B, the thermistor element 11 1n this
example includes a flat plate-like thermaistor sintered body,
electrodes 12A and 12B, connection electrodes 13A and

13B, and lead wires 14A and 14B.
The electrodes 12A and 12B are each formed in a film

shape on the whole area of both the front and rear surfaces
ol the plate-like thermistor sintered body. The electrodes
12A and 12B are formed from platinum (Pt) or another noble

metal.

The electrodes 12A and 12B are formed as thick films or
thin films. The thick film electrodes 12A and 12B are formed
by applying a paste which has been prepared by mixing an
organic binder with platinum powder, to both the front and
rear surfaces of the thermistor sintered body, and by drying
and then sintering the paste. On the other hand, the thin film
electrode can be formed by vacuum deposition or sputtering.

The thermistor sintered body on which the electrodes 12A
and 12B have been formed 1s worked into a predetermined
dimension.

The connection electrodes 13A and 13B are formed of
metal films which are formed on the surfaces of the elec-
trodes 12A and 12B, respectively. Also the connection
clectrodes 13A and 13B are formed from platinum (Pt) or
another noble metal.

One ends of the lead wires 14A and 14B are electrically
and mechanically connected to the electrodes 12A and 12B
via the connection electrodes 13A and 13B, respectively.
The other ends of the lead wires 14 A and 14B are connected
to an external detection circuit. The lead wires 14A and 14B
are formed of a wire material which has heat resistance and
1s formed from, for example, platinum or an alloy of
platinum and iridium (Ir).

The lead wires 14A and 14B are connected to the elec-
trodes 12A and 12B 1n the following way.

A paste containing a platinum powder which will form the
connection electrodes 13A and 13B i1s applied to one end
sides of the lead wires 14A and 14B beforchand. The
platinum paste 1s dried 1n a state in which sides of the lead
wires 14A and 14B, to which the platinum paste has been
applied, are 1n contact with the electrodes 12A and 12B,
respectively, and then the platinum powder 1s sintered.

For the covering layer 15 shown 1n FIG. 7A, the glass can
be used which contains, for example, S10,, CaO, SrO, BaO,
Al,O, and SnO, as the raw materials. By such glass, the
thermistor element 11 and the one end sides of the lead wires
14A and 14B are sealed.

A method for sealing the thermistor sintered body and the
like by the covering layer 15 can be arbitrarily selected; and
it 1s possible to seal the thermistor sintered body and the like
by covering the thermistor sintered body and the like waith,
for example, a glass tube which 1s made from glass and
becomes the covering layer 15, and then by melting the glass
tube.

The thermistor 10 1s preferably subjected to annealing
treatment, aiter having been sealed by glass and cooled. By
this annealing treatment, it becomes possible to prevent the
resistance of the thermistor element 11 from decreasing.
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Next, another form of the thermistor 20 will be described
with reference to FIG. 8A and FIG. 8B.

The thermistor 20 includes a thermistor element 21 and a
covering layer 235 as shown in FIG. 8A, and 1s similar to the
thermistor 10 1n appearance. The thermistor element 21 and
the covering layer 25 have similar functions to those of the
thermistor element 11 and the covering layer 15 of the
thermistor 10, respectively.

As shown 1n FIG. 8A, the thermistor element 21 1n this
example 1includes a flat plate-like thermistor sintered body,
electrodes 22A and 22B, connection electrodes 23A and
23B, and lead wires 24A and 24B.

The thermistor element 21 has features 1n portions of the
thermistor sintered body and the electrodes 22A and 22B, as
compared with the thermistor element 11. As shown in a
middle stage of FIG. 8B, the thermistor sintered body and
the electrodes 22A and 22B constitute a thermistor chip 33,
in the thermistor element 21. The thermistor chip 33 is
produced in the following way.

Into the previously described pulverized calcined powder,
for example, an ethyl cellulose-based binder 1s mixed, and
the mixture 1s formed into a sheet shape. The conditions of
the calcination are as previously described.

Next, a predetermined dimension of the sheet 1s punched
from the formed sheet, and 1s sintered. The conditions of the
sintering are as previously described. Then, a water obtained
by the sintering 1s polished and a wafter 31 having a
predetermined thickness 1s obtained as i1s shown in the
middle stage of FIG. 8B. After that, a paste for forming an
clectrode 1s applied to both the front and rear surfaces of the
polished water 31 (thermistor sintered body) by printing,
and then 1s sintered; and a wafer 30 i1s obtained on which
clectrode films have been formed. The electro-conductive
material to be contained in the paste 1s selected from
platinum (Pt) and other noble metals. When the platinum has
been selected, the sintering 1s performed at approximately
1300° C. After that, the water 30 1s cut so as to have a
predetermined dimension, as shown 1n the middle stage of
FIG. 8B, and thereby the thermistor chip 33 i1s obtained
which has the film-like electrodes 22A and 22B formed on
the front and back surfaces, respectively.

Next, the lead wires 24A and 24B are joimned to the
clectrodes 22A and 22B on both the front and rear surfaces
of the thermistor sintered body, respectively, with the use of
a Pt paste, then the resultant thermistor sintered body 1is
subjected to baking treatment to have the connection elec-
trodes 23A and 23B formed thereon, and the thermuistor
clement 21 shown 1n the lower part of FIG. 8B 1s produced.

Next, the covering layer 25 1s formed; and for the cov-
ering layer 25, the previously described glass can be used, or
the covering material can also be used which 1s formed of a
constituent material similar to the thermistor sintered body.

For this covering material, a composite oxide can be used
that has been obtained by sintering a powder which has been
obtained by calcining Y ,O;, Cr,O, and Mn,O, disclosed 1n
Patent Literature 2 and a B,O, powder. In other words, the
covering layer of the thermistor sintered body in the present
invention can be arbitrarnly selected as long as the purpose
can be achieved.

Example 1

Next, a thermistor sintered body of the present invention
will be described based on Example 1. Example 1 corre-

sponds to the previously described form Al.
Raw material powders having the following average
particle sizes were prepared, and thermistor sintered bodies
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having various compositions shown in FIG. 3 were pro-
duced according to the above described production steps. In
this table, Nos. 1 to 35 are samples in which Cr/Mn 1s
smaller than 1 and Mn 1s rich relative to Cr; and Nos. 36 and
3’7 are samples 1n which Cr/Mn 1s 1 or larger, 1n other words,
Cr and Mn are 1n equal amounts, or Cr 1s rich. Calcination
was performed under conditions of 1000° C. and 24 hours,
and sintering was performed under conditions of 1500° C.
and 24 hours, both 1n the air.

Y,O; powder: 0.1 um Cr,O; powder: 2.0 um

Mn,O, powder: 5.0 um CaCO, powder: 2.0 um

The B constant was determined for each of the obtained

sintered bodies. The results are collectively shown 1n FI1G. 3.
Incidentally, the B constants 1n FIG. 3 are values between
25° C. and 50° C. (B25/50).

As 1s shown 1n FIG. 3, 1t 1s understood that the B constants
(B25/50) of thermistor sintered bodies (Samples Nos. 1 to
35) 1n which Mn 1s rich relative to Cr become low, as
compared to thermistor sintered bodies (Samples Nos. 36
and 37) in which Cr/Mn 1s 1 or larger.

Referring to the relationship between Cr/Mn and the B
constant, as shown in the Sample No. 1, for example, when
Mn 1s too excessive with respect to Cr, the B constant
B25/50 becomes high. Therefore, in order to lower the B
constant (B25/50), 1t 1s preferable for Cr/Mn to be controlled
in the range of 0.4 to 0.9, and 1s more preferable to be
controlled 1n the range of 0.6 to 0.8.

Ca contents are diflerent between Samples Nos. 1 to 6 and
Samples Nos. 7 to 12, and are 3.5 mol % and 4 mol %,
respectively; and the B constants of Samples Nos. 7 to 12,
of which the Ca contents are high, can be lowered, as
compared to those of Samples Nos. 1 to 6.

The same can be inferred from the comparison between
Samples Nos. 1 to 6 and Samples Nos. 13 to 17.

Next, the B constants in a plurality of temperature ranges
were determined by a procedure of measuring resistance
values 1n the range of —40° C. to 1030° C., about several
samples 1 FIG. 3. The B constants were determined about
the following four types of which the Rn and Rm were
different in the following expression. Incidentally, the B
constants were similarly determined for Sample Nos. 36 and
3’7, which corresponded to Comparative Example.

B(m/m)=(In Rm-In Rn)/(1/Tm-1/1n)

Rm: resistance value at Tm®° C.
Rn: resistance value at Tn® C.

B(0/1000): RO; resistance value at 0° C.
R1000; resistance value at 1000° C.

B(-40/235): R-40; resistance value at —40° C.
R25: resistance value at 25° C.

B(25/600): R23; resistance value at 25° C.
R600: resistance value at 600° C.

B(600/1000): R600; resistance value at 600° C.
R1000; resistance value at 1000° C.

The results are shown 1n FIG. 4.

It 1s understood that B(0/1000) of the Samples Nos. 3, 9,
10, 11, 13 and 19 which correspond to the present invention
are 2400 K or lower, and the B constants are controlled to
be lower 1n a wide temperature range of —40° C. to 1000° C.
than those of Samples Nos. 36 and 37, which correspond to
Comparative Example.

B(-40/23), B(25/600) and B(600/1000) are the B con-
stants which were determined by dividing the range of —40°
C. to 1000° C. into a low temperature range (-40° C. to 25°
C.), a middle temperature range (25° C. to 600° C.) and a
high temperature range (600° C. to 1000° C.)
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It 1s understood that the B constants of Samples Nos. 3, 9,
10, 11, 13 and 19 which correspond to the present invention

are controlled to be lower than those of Samples Nos. 36 and
3’7, which correspond to Comparative Example, i any
temperature range of the low temperature range, the middle
temperature range and the high temperature range.

In FIG. 4, the resistance values at 1050° C. (1000° C., in
case of Comparative Example) are shown, and according to
the thermistor sintered body according to the present inven-
tion, the resistance value at 1050° C. can be increased to
0.05 k€2 or larger, and further 0.1 k€2 or larger. In Sample
No. 10 of which the resistance value at 1050° C. 1s 0.1 k€2
or larger, the resistance value does not fall below 0.05 k€2
even at 1200° C.; and Sample No. 10 can achieve accurate
temperature detection at 1200° C.

In addition, 1n FIG. 4, a temperature at which a resistance
value of 100 k€2 1s exhibited 1s also shown, but the therm-
istor sintered body in the present invention can exhibit a
resistance value of 100 k€2 at a temperature equal to or lower
than room temperature such as —30° C. and even -40° C.

As described above, 1t 1s possible to achieve the accurate
temperature detection 1n a wide temperature range from -50
to 1200° C., by using the thermistor sintered body of the
present invention.

The graphs of FIG. 5A and FIG. 5B show a relationship
between a temperature and a resistance value (R-T curve) of
Samples Nos. 3, 11, 36 and 37 1n the range of —-40° C. to
1050° C. However, the temperatures of Sample Nos. 36 and
3’7 are 1000° C. or lower. The above description 1s similar
also 1n FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B which will be described later.

In Sample No. 3 and Sample No. 11 which correspond to
the present invention, the R-T curve 1s positioned in a middle
of the R-T curves of Sample No. 36 and Sample No. 37. In
addition, Sample No. 3 and Sample No. 11 show a resistance
value equivalent to Sample No. 36 which 1s directed to a low
temperature to a medium temperature, at a low temperature
of —40° C., and show a resistance value equivalent to Sample
No. 37 which 1s directed to a medium temperature to a high
temperature, at a high temperature of 1050° C. In other
words, Sample No. 3 and Sample No. 11 enable the accurate
temperature detection 1n a wide temperature range from the

low temperature to the high temperature.
Next, the graphs of FIG. 6 A to FIG. 6B show R-T curves

in the range ol —40° C. to 1050° C. of Samples Nos. 10, 13,
36 and 37.

Sample No. 10 has a high resistance value 1n a range from
a medium temperature to a high temperature, enables the
temperature detection in a wide temperature range from a
low temperature to a high temperature, and 1s suitable for
accurately detecting a temperature particularly in the high
temperature range.

Example 2

Next, a thermistor sintered body of the present invention
will be described based on Example 2. Example 2 corre-
sponds to the previously described form A2 and form B.

Example 2 1s further richer in Mn relative to Cr than
Example 1, and includes even a thermistor sintered body
(form B) which does not contain Cr.

Thermistor sintered bodies having chemical compositions

shown 1 FIG. 9 were produced by a similar method to that
in Example 1. Samples Nos. 38 to 41 in FIG. 9, 1n which

Cr/Mn 1s 0.23, 1s richer 1n Mn than Sample No. 7 1n which
Mn 1s richest in Example 1 and Cr/Mn 1s 0.462. Further-
more, Samples Nos. 42 to 44 1n FIG. 9 do not contain Cr, and
can be referred to as examples 1 which Mn 1s richest
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relative to Cr. In addition, Samples Nos. 38 to 44 contain Ca
in the range of 8 to 16 mol %, and contain more Ca than
Sample No. 19 and the like that contain 4.5 mol % of Ca,
which 1s highest in Example 1.

For the thermistor sintered bodies of Samples Nos. 38 to
44, the B constant was measured 1n a similar way to that 1n
Example 1. The results are shown 1 FIG. 9. As for Sample
Nos. 42 to 44, the B constants equivalent to those in
Example 1 were obtained, and as for Samples Nos. 38 to 41,
the B constants which surpassed those in Example 1 were
obtained. The measurement results are out of the cognizance
of the person skilled 1n the art, as will be described below.

Conventionally, 1mn regard to Cr/Mn and the B constant
and 1n regard to the Ca content and the B constant, a
thermistor sintered body which includes the YO, phase and
the Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase and contains Ca has been recognized
in the following way.

[Cr/Mn and B Constant]

A low B constant can be obtained 1n a sintered body that
includes the Y,O, phase and the Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase, 1n a
range 1n which Cr/Mn 1s 1n the vicinity of 1. When Mn
exceeds this range and becomes rich, the B constant
becomes high.

|[Ca Content and B Constant]

A low B constant can be obtained in the sintered body
which includes the Y ,O; phase and the Y (Cr, Mn)O; phase,

in a range 1n which the content of Ca 1s in the vicimity of 5
mol %. When the sintered body contains Ca beyond this
range, the B constant becomes high.

According to the above described conventional recogni-
tion, the B constants of Sample Nos. 38 to 44 are high in
which Mn 1s rich relative to Cr and Ca exceeds 5 mol %.
However, as shown 1 FIG. 9, the B constants of Samples
Nos. 38 to 44 are low. This 1s understood to be because
crystal structures of these samples are concerned.

It has been considered that when the thermistor sintered
body which includes the Y,O, phase and the Y(Cr, Mn)O,
phase has the crystal structure of an orthorhombic crystal
system, the thermistor sintered body exhibits stable charac-
teristics (B constant) until reaching a high temperature. On

the other hand, YMnO; which does not contain Cr has a
crystal structure of a hexagonal crystal system, and accord-
ingly shows a high B constant. In addition, when YMnO,
becomes the Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase by containing Cr, the
crystal structure becomes the orthorhombic crystal system.

However, according to the study of the present inventors,
even though Mn 1s rich relative to Cr, the crystal structure of
the orthorhombic crystal system can be obtained by con-
taining Ca 1n an amount exceeding conventional recogni-
tion, and the B constant can be lowered.

Specifically, as 1s shown 1n FIG. 10, the crystal structures
of Samples Nos. 38, 41, 42 and 44 1n Example 2 are the
orthorhombic crystal system as are those of Samples Nos. 1,
6 and the like in Example 1.

In FIG. 10, the bottom 1s a chart of a sintered body which
1s formed of a composite phase of the Y,O; phase and the
YMnO; phase and does not contain Ca, and the second from
the bottom 1s a chart of a sintered body which 1s formed of
the composite phase of the Y,O, phase and the YMnO,
phase and contains 3.5 mol % of Ca. Furthermore, the third
from the bottom 1s a chart of a sintered body which 1s formed
of the composite phase of the Y,O; phase and the YMnO,
phase and contains 22 mol % of Ca.

An enlarged view of a portion in which these three charts
are surrounded by a rectangle in FIG. 10 1s shown 1 FIG.
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11. A single-phase sintered body of the YMnO,, which does
not contain Ca, has a crystal structure of only a hexagonal

crystal system.

In a sintered body which further contains 3.5 mol % of Ca
in the above sintered body, a peak of the crystal structure of
the orthorhombic crystal system 1s detected, but a peak of
the crystal structure of the hexagonal crystal system 1s
detected; and the sintered body has a crystal structure in
which the orthorhombic crystal system and the hexagonal
crystal system are mixed.

In a sintered body in which the content of Ca has
increased to 22 mol %, a peak of the crystal structure of the
hexagonal crystal system disappears; and the sintered body
1s formed of a crystal structure of only the orthorhombic
crystal system.

The results are as described above, and the single-phase
sintered body of the YMnO, has the crystal structure of the
hexagonal crystal system. However, the crystal structure of
the orthorhombic crystal system can be obtained by con-
taining a considerable amount of, here 22 mol % of Ca, even
though the sintered body 1s the single-phase sintered body of
the YMnO,. The reason why the B constant of Example 2
(Sample Nos. 38 to 44) 1s low 1s attributed to that the crystal
structure 1s the orthorhombic crystal system.

As has been described in the above Example 1 and
Example 2, the thermistor sintered body having a composite
structure which includes the Y,O, phase and the Y(Cr,
Mn)O, phase, or the Y,O, phase and the YMnO, phase can
control the B constant to be low and can control the lowering
of the resistance value particularly 1mn a high temperature
range, by controlling Mn to be rich relative to Cr. Accord-
ingly, according to the present invention, the accurate tem-
perature detection can be achieved 1n a wide temperature
range.

The present invention has been described above based on
the preferred embodiments and Examples, but the configu-
rations included 1n the above described embodiments can be
selected, or be appropriately changed to other configura-
tions, insofar as they do not deviate from the scope of the
invention.

The thermistor sintered body and the thermistor of the
present mnvention can be used over a wide temperature range
from -30° C. to approximately 1200° C., and accordingly
can be widely used as a temperature sensor for automotive
exhaust-gas treatment devices, and for the measurement of
a high temperature in a water heater, a boiler, an oven range,
a stove and the like.

In addition, 1t 1s preferable that the thermistor sintered
body of the present invention 1s formed of only a crystal
structure of the orthorhombic crystal system, but 1t 1s not
excluded that a crystal structure of the hexagonal crystal
system exists. As long as the characteristics of the present
invention can be obtained, even when a trace amount of the
crystal structure of the hexagonal crystal system i1s included
in the crystal structure of the orthorhombic crystal system,
the thermistor sintered body corresponds to the thermistor
sintered body of the present invention.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

2 Y, O, phase

3 Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase

10 and 20 Thermistor

11 and 21 Thermistor element

12A, 128, 22A and 22B

Electrode
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15 and 25 Covering layer

31 Walfer

33 Thermistor chip

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A thermistor sintered body comprising a sintered body
that comprises a Y,O, phase and a Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase or a
YMnO, phase, and 1s rich in Mn relative to Cr, wherein

a B constant (B(0/1000)) determined by the following

expression 1s 2400 K or lower;

B=(InRm-InRn)/(1/Tm-1/Tn), wherein

Rm: resistance value at 0° C.,

Rn: resistance value at 1000° C.,

Tm: 0° C., and
Tn: 1000° C.
2. The thermistor sintered body according to claim 1,
wherein
the sintered body comprises the Y ,O, phase and the Y(Cr,
Mn)O,; phase; and

a chemical composition of Cr, Mn, Ca and Y excluding
oxygen 1s Cr: 3 to 9 mol %, Mn: 5 to 15 mol %, Ca: 1
to 8 mol % (wherein Cr/Mn<1.0), and the balance
being unavoidable impurities and Y, wherein

Cr/Mn 1s 0.4 to 0.9.

3. A thermistor element comprising:

a heat sensitive body;

a pair ol lead wires electrically connected to the heat

sensitive body; and

a covering layer covering the heat sensitive body, wherein

the heat sensitive body comprises the thermistor sintered

body according to claim 2.

4. The thermistor sintered body according to claim 1,
wherein

Ca dissolves 1n the Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase or in the YMnO,

phase.

5. A thermistor element comprising:

a heat sensitive body;

a pair of lead wires electrically connected to the heat

sensitive body; and

a covering layer covering the heat sensitive body, wherein

the heat sensitive body comprises the thermistor sintered

body according to claim 4.

6. The thermistor sintered body according to claim 1,
comprising a crystal structure of an orthorhombic crystal
system.

7. A thermistor element comprising:

a heat sensitive body;

a pair of lead wires electrically connected to the heat

sensitive body; and

a covering layer covering the heat sensitive body, wherein

the heat sensitive body comprises the thermistor sintered

body according to claim 6.

8. The thermistor sintered body according to claim 1,
wherein

a B constant (B(-40/25)) determined by the following

expression 1s 2200 K or lower;

B=(InRm-InRn)/(1/Tm-1/Tn), wherein

Rm: resistance value at —40° C.,

Rn: resistance value at 25° C.,

Tm: -40° C., and

Tn: 25° C.

9. A thermistor element comprising:

a heat sensitive body;

a pair of lead wires electrically connected to the heat
sensitive body; and

a covering layer covering the heat sensitive body, wherein

the heat sensitive body comprises the thermistor sintered

body according to claim 8.
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10. The thermistor sintered body according to claim 1,

wherein

a B constant (B(25/600)) determined by the following
expression 1s 2300 K or lower;

B=(InRm-InRn)/(1/Tm-1/Tn), wherein

Rm: resistance value at 25° C.,

Rn: resistance value at 600° C.,

Tm: 25° C., and

Tn: 600° C.

11. The thermistor sintered body according to claim 1,

wherein

a B constant (B(600/1000)) determined by the following
expression 1s 2800 K or lower;

B=(InRm-InRn)/(1/Tm-1/Tn), wherein

Rm: resistance value at 600° C.,

Rn: resistance value at 1000° C.,

Tm: 600° C., and

Tn: 1000° C.
12. The thermistor sintered body according to claim 1,

wherein

a resistance value at 1050° C. 1s 0.05 k€2 or larger.

13. A thermistor element comprising:

a heat sensitive body;

a pair of lead wires electrically connected to the heat
sensitive body; and

a covering layer covering the heat sensitive body, wherein

the heat sensitive body comprises the thermistor sintered
body according to claim 12.

14. The thermistor sintered body according to claim 1,

wherein

a resistance value of 100 k€2 1s exhibited at room tem-
perature or lower.

15. A thermistor element comprising:

a heat sensitive body;

a pair of lead wires electrically connected to the heat
sensitive body; and

a covering layer covering the heat sensitive body, wherein

the heat sensitive body comprises the thermistor sintered
body according to claim 14.

16. A thermistor element comprising:

a heat sensitive body;

a pair ol lead wires electrically connected to the heat
sensitive body; and

16

a covering layer covering the heat sensitive body, wherein

the heat sensitive body comprises the thermistor sintered
body according to claim 1.

17. A thermistor sintered body comprising a sintered body

5 that comprises a Y,O, phase and a Y(Cr, Mn)O, phase, and
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1s rich 1n Mn relative to Cr, wherein

a B constant (B(0/1000)) determined by the following
expression 1s 2400 K or lower;

B=(InRm-InRn)/(1/Tm-1/Tn), wherein

Rm: resistance value at 0° C.,

Rn: resistance value at 1000° C.,

Tm: 0° C., and

Tn: 1000° C., wherein

a chemical composition of Cr, Mn, Ca and Y excluding
oxygen 1s Cr: =mol % (excluding 0), Mn: 12 to 23 mol
%, Ca: 6 to 18 mol %, and the balance being unavoid-
able impurities and Y, and wherein

Cr/Mn 1s 0.5 or smaller (excluding 0).

18. A thermistor element comprising:

a heat sensitive body;

a pair of lead wires electrically connected to the heat
sensitive body; and

a covering layer covering the heat sensitive body, wherein

the heat sensitive body comprises the thermistor sintered
body according to claim 17.

19. A thermistor sintered body comprising a sintered body

that comprises a YO, phase and a YMnO, phase, and 1s rich
in Mn relative to Cr, wherein

a B constant (B(0/1000)) determined by the following
expression 1s 2400 K or lower;

B=(InRm-InRn)/(1/Tm-1/Tn), wherein

Rm: resistance value at 0° C.,

Rn: resistance value at 1000° C.,

Tm: 0° C., and

Tn: 1000° C., and wherein

a chemical composition of Mn, Ca and Y excluding
oxygen 1s Mn: 12 to 18 mol %, Ca: 6 to 18 mol %, and
the balance being unavoidable impurnties and Y.

20. A thermistor element comprising:

a heat sensitive body;

a parr of lead wires electrically connected to the heat
sensitive body; and

a covering layer covering the heat sensitive body, wherein

the heat sensitive body comprises the thermistor sintered
body according to claim 19.
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