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1
FISHING LINE INDICATION DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to fishing acces-
sories, and more particularly to a fishing line indication
device.

BACKGROUND

The statements 1n this section merely provide background
information related to the present disclosure and may not
constitute prior art.

When surf fishing, it 1s not uncommeon for an angler to use
multiple fishing poles at one time. In this regard, each of the
poles are typically secured within a handsiree rod holder that
positions each pole 1n an upright orientation with the fishing
line extending past the shore and into the water.

The use of multiple poles 1s highly advantageous to the
fisherman, as 1t increases the chance of a successful catch.
To this end, when a fish engages the rig on one of the poles,
the bait clicker of the fishing rod will emit a sound that
advises the user they have a fish. Unfortunately, such devices
do not provide a visual indication to the fisherman. As such,
when multiple poles are 1n use, 1t 1s often dithcult for the
angler to quickly identity which pole has the fish, and such
a delay may cause the fish to escape.

In addition to the above, shore fisherman must be on the
constant lookout for bystanders who may become uninten-
tionally snared by the invisible or nearly invisible fishing
line extending from each pole. This 1s especially true at
crowed locations such as beaches, for example, where the
bystanders may not notice the fishing rigs and may literally
walk directly into one of the fishing lines.

Accordingly, it would be beneficial to provide a device
that can be removably secured onto a fishing line to provide
a visual indication of the lines’ presence to a bystander, and
to provide a visual indication of line movement to a user, in
order to alleviate the above noted deficiencies.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s directed to a fishing line indica-
tion device. One embodiment of the present invention can
include a pair of 1dentically shaped body sections having a
connector along the top end and an inside surface for
receiving and engaging a fishing line. The body sections can
include a front end and a bottom end that are suspended
below the fishing line, and a plurality of markings are
disposed along the outside surface of the body sections.

In one embodiment the front end includes a curvilinear
shape and the bottom end 1s rounded. As the fishing line 1s
recled toward a fishing pole, the bottom and front ends
engage the fishing pole to rotate the first and second body
sections. When the body sections reach an inverted or nearly
inverted state, the fishing line 1s released and the body
sections fall from the line.

This summary 1s provided merely to introduce certain
concepts and not to 1dentily key or essential features of the
claimed subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Presently preferred embodiments are shown 1n the draw-
ings. It should be appreciated, however, that the invention 1s
not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumentalities
shown.
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FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a fishing line indication
device 1n the open orientation that 1s useful for understand-

ing the inventive concepts disclosed herein.

FIG. 2 1s a front side view of the fishing line idication
device, 1n accordance with one embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 1s a back side view of the fishing line 1indication
device, 1n accordance with one embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 4A1s a perspective view of the fishing line indication
device 1n operation, 1 accordance with one embodiment of
the 1nvention.

FIG. 4B 1s another perspective view of the fishing line
indication device in operation, 1 accordance with one
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. SA 1s another perspective view of the fishing line
indication device in operation, 1 accordance with one
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3B 1s another perspective view of the fishing line
indication device in operation, 1 accordance with one
embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
INVENTION

(L]

While the specification concludes with claims defining the
features of the invention that are regarded as novel, 1t 1s
believed that the invention will be better understood from a
consideration of the description in conjunction with the
drawings. As required, detailed embodiments of the present
invention are disclosed herein; however, it 1s to be under-
stood that the disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary
of the mvention which can be embodied 1n various forms.
Therefore, specific structural and functional details dis-
closed herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely
as a basis for the claims and as a representative basis for
teaching one skilled in the art to variously employ the
inventive arrangements 1n virtually any appropnately
detailed structure. Further, the terms and phrases used herein
are not intended to be limiting but rather to provide an
understandable description of the invention.

Various embodiments of a fishing line indication device
10 are provided throughout the drawings. In each of the
drawings, identical reference numerals are used for like
clements of the invention or elements of like function. For
the sake of clarity, only those reference numerals are shown
in the individual figures which are necessary for the descrip-
tion of the respective figure. For purposes of this description,
the terms “upper,” “bottom,” “right,” *“left,” “front,” “ver-
tical,” “horizontal,” and derivatives thereot shall relate to the
invention as oriented in FIG. 1.

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of the fishing line
indication device 1 an open orientation, that 1s useful for
understanding the mventive concepts disclosed herein. As
shown, the device 10 can include a first body section 21 and
second body section 31 that are secured together via a
connector 30 along the respective top ends. As will be
described below, the device i1s constructed so as to be
suspended from a fishing line so as to provide a visual
indication of the line presence and movement.

As shown 1 FIGS. 2 and 3, the first and second body
sections can each include a generally fin-shaped member
having an outside facing surface 21a and 31a, an inside
facing surface 2156 and 315, a planar top end 21¢ and 31c¢, a
rounded bottom end 214 and 31d, a front end 21e and 31e,
and a back end 21f and 31/, respectively. As shown, each of

the tront ends 21e and 31e can include a curvilinear and
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generally concave shape that extends from the bottom ends
21d and 314 to the top ends 21¢ and 3lc.

As shown, the top ends 21¢ and 31c¢ are secured together
via a connector 30. The connector can function to compress
the top ends together, so as to maintain the device in the
closed orientation shown 1n FIGS. 2 and 3, which allows the
device to be suspended from a fishing line 1n the manner
described below. As described herein, the connector 30 can
include any number of different elements capable of secur-
ing the two body sections together in either a permanent or
a nonpermanent manner. Several nonlimiting examples of
suitable connectors include adhesives (i.e., glue and resin),
welds, staples, rivets and other known types of compression
fittings, for example.

In one embodiment, each of the inside facing surfaces 215
and 315 can include an abrasive, uneven, rough, and/or
textured surface T, and/or can include a secondary material
such as rubber, for example, along a portion or an entirety
thereof. Such a surface functions to apply suflicient friction
between the main body sections that can be applied onto a
fishing line positioned therebetween. The friction acts to
prevent the device from sliding downward and/or otherwise
moving relative to the fishing line during operation.

As described herein, each of the main body sections 21
and 31 can be formed from any number of resilient, slightly
stifl and lightweight (e.g., 0.25 to 1.5 ounces) materials. The
lightweight nature of the device being advantageous so as to
not atlect the ability of the fishing line to which it 1s attached
to move or sag during use.

In the preferred embodiment, the connector can comprise
permanent non-toxic glue, and each of the main body
sections 21 and 31 can be constructed from a biodegradable
material such as cardboard, for example, that 1s naturally
abrasive to impart iriction on the line, as described above.
Such materials are advantageous and important, so as to
ensure the device will not have a deleterious eflect on the
environment should it become separated from the fishing
line and fall into the water. Of course, many other construc-
tion materials are also contemplated.

In various embodiments, the outside facing surfaces 21a
and 31a can each include any type of markings M to increase
the visibility of the device. As described herein, the mark-
ings can include any number of different colors, words,
shapes, symbols, logos, designs, and/or patterns, for
example. The markings can also include any number of
reflectors R and/or light emitting materials such as glow in
the dark paint, for example. These elements can be secured
onto and/or 1nto the main body 1n accordance with known
techniques so as to be flush with the surface of the main body
or can be recessed, raised and/or protruding outward from
the main body so as to give a three dimensional eflect.

In one embodiment, the device 10 can include at least one
wind slit 15. As shown, the wind slit can preferably comprise
identically shaped, sized and located apertures along the
body sections 21 and 31, so as to be uniform 1n appearance.
As will be described below, the device 1s designed to remove
itself from a fishing line that 1s being reeled toward a fishing
pole. As such, the wind slit(s) allow air to pass transversely
through the main body sections to reduce or prevent move-
ment and rotation of the device relative to the fishing line,
as such a situation could result 1n premature separation of the
device from the fishing line.

Although described above with regard to particular
shapes, sizes and/or construction materials, those of skill 1n
the art will recognize that many other shapes, sizes and
construction materials can also be utilized.
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FIGS. 4A and 4B 1llustrate one embodiment of the device
10 1n operation. As shown, the device can be positioned onto
a fishing line 5, so as to create a clear visual indication as to
the location of the line. In this regard, body sections 21 and
31 can be separated (see arrow a) to allow a fishing line 5 to
be positioned between the inside facing surfaces 216 and

31b.

Owing to the location of the connector 30, the top ends of
surfaces 215 and 315 are compressed more tightly together
than the bottom ends. As such, the closer the fishing line 3
1s positioned to the connector 30, (arrow b) the more friction
cach of the surfaces applies to the line, and the more
immobile the device becomes. To this end, the user can
position one or more of the devices 10 at any desirable
location along the length of the fishing line. When so
positioned, the device will remain fixed to the line, so as to
provide a stable visual imndicator of the presence of a fishing
line to any bystanders nearby. Additionally, when a fish
engages the line, the device will move, shake and vibrate
with the line, so as to provide a clear visual indication to the

user that a particular line has caught a fish.

As shown 1n FIGS. 5A and 5B, the device 10 also includes
functionality for automatically separating itself from the
fishing line 5 when the line 1s reeled toward the fishing pole
1. To this end, as the fishing line 5 moves (arrow c¢) toward
the distal end of the fishing pole 1a, the device will remain
secured onto the line and will move with the line. As noted
above, the front ends 21e and 31e are curvilinear 1n nature,
as such, the rounded bottom end 214 will be the first portion
of the main body to make contact with the fishing pole, and
will pass along either the left or right side of the pole (see
arrow d) as the top of the body continues to be reeled toward
the pole with the fishing line (arrow c).

Owing to the presence of the connector 30 and/or reflec-
tors R along the top end of the device, the top end 1s slightly
heavier than the bottom end. Therefore, as this movement
continues, the curved nature of the front end will cause the
main body to rotate to an inverted state (arrow e) at which
time gravity will pull the device downward (arrow 1),
thereby separating the line 5 from the inside surfaces, and
causing the device to fall from the line and land adjacent to
the base of the fishing pole.

Such a feature advantageously provides the user with a
clear visual indication when a fish has engaged the line, and
turther allows the user to immediately begin reeling the line
without having to remove or otherwise access the device
itsellf.

As described herein, one or more elements of the fishing
line indication device 10 can be secured together utilizing
any number of known attachment means such as, for
example, screws, glue, compression fittings and welds,
among others. Moreover, although the above embodiments
have been described as including separate individual ele-
ments, the inventive concepts disclosed herein are not so
limiting. To this end, one of skill in the art will recognize that
one or more individual elements such as the first body
section 21, the second body section 31 and the connector 30,
for example, may be formed together as one continuous
clement, either through manufacturing processes, such as
welding, casting, or molding, or through the use of a singular
piece of material milled or machined with the aforemen-
tioned components forming 1dentifiable sections thereof.

As to a further description of the manner and use of the
present invention, the same should be apparent from the
above description. Accordingly, no further discussion relat-
ing to the manner of usage and operation will be provided.
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The terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and 1s not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a,” “an,” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will
be further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or
“comprising,” when used 1n this specification, specily the
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, e¢le-
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof.
Likewise, the terms “consisting” shall be used to describe
only those components 1dentified. In each instance where a
device comprises certain elements, 1t will inherently consist
ol each of those 1dentified elements as well.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements 1n the
claims below are intended to include any structure, material,
or act for performing the function 1n combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present mvention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but 1s not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the mvention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the mvention. The embodiment was chosen and
described 1n order to best explain the principles of the
invention and the practical application, and to enable others
of ordinary skill 1n the art to understand the invention for
various embodiments with various modifications as are
suited to the particular use contemplated.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A fishung line 1ndication device, comprising:

a {irst body section having an inside surface, a top end, a

bottom end, and a front end;:
a second body section having an 1nside surface, a top end,
a bottom end, and a front end; and

a connector that 1s positioned along the top ends of the
first and second body sections, said connector impart-
ing a pressing force to pull the inside facing surfaces of
the first and second body sections together,

wherein the bottom ends and the front ends of the first and

second body sections are configured to be selectively

separated to receive a fishing line between the inside

facing surfaces of the first and second body sections,
wherein the first and second body sections include 1dentical
shapes, and are positioned 1n a parallel orientation to each
other,

said connector being positioned perpendicular to a major

axis of the first and second body sections, and

said connector being configured to suspend the bottom

ends of the first and second body sections beneath the
fishing line.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the bottom ends of the
first and second body sections include a rounded shape that
1s configured to engage a first side of a fishing pole to which
the fishing line 1s being reeled.
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3. The device of claim 2, wherein the front ends of the first
and second body sections include a curvilinear shape that 1s
configured to rotate the first and second body sections about
the first side of the fishing pole.

4. The device of claim 3, wherein the curvilinear shape
comprises a concave curve, and the first and second body
sections are configured to release the fishing line when the
first and second body sections are rotated to an inverted
state.

5. The device of claim 1, wherein the inside facing
portions of the first and second body sections include a
textured surface for engaging the fishing line.

6. The device of claim 1, wherein the connector comprises
a permanent connector that spans an entirety of the top end
of the first and second body sections.

7. The device of claim 1, wherein the main body sections
are constructed from biodegradable material and the con-
nector comprises a non-toxic adhesive.

8. The device of claim 1, further comprising:

a plurality of markings that are disposed along an outside
facing surface of one of the first and second body
sections.

9. The device of claim 1, further comprising;:

at least one reflective marker that 1s disposed along an
outside facing surface of one of the first and second
body sections.

10. The device of claim 1, further comprising;:

at least one wind slit that 1s positioned along the first and
second body sections.

11. A fishing line indication device, comprising;:

a first body section having an inside surface, a top end, a
bottom end, and a front end:

a second body section having an 1nside surface, a top end,
a bottom end, and a front end; and

a connector that 1s positioned along the top ends of the
first and second body sections, said connector impart-
ing a pressing force to pull the inside facing surfaces of
the first and second body sections together,

wherein the bottom ends and the front ends of the first and
second body sections are configured to be selectively
separated to receive a fishing line between the side
facing surfaces of the first and second body sections,

wherein the bottom ends of the first and second body
sections include a rounded shape that 1s configured to
engage a first side of a fishing pole to which the fishing
line 1s being reeled

wherein the front ends of the first and second body
sections include a curvilinear shape that 1s configured
to rotate the first and second body sections about the
first side of the fishing pole, and

wherein the curvilinear shape comprises a concave curve,
and the first and second body sections are configured to
release the fishing line when the first and second body
sections are rotated to an inverted state.
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