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1

SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR SECURITY
SENSOR CONFIGURATION

FIELD

The present mvention relates generally to security sys-
tems. More particularly, the present invention relates to
systems and methods for configuring a security sensor
within a security system.

BACKGROUND

Security systems are known to detect threats within a
secured area, and such threats include events that represent
a risk to human safety or a risk to assets.

Security systems typically include one or more security
sensors that detect the threats within the secured area. For
example, smoke, motion, and/or intrusion sensors are dis-
tributed throughout the secured area in order to detect the
threats.

For less sophisticated users, configuring the security
sensors of a security system can be quite difficult. For
example, known security sensors are configured within the
security system using a web-based interface or a mobile
application. While these configuration methods successiully
configure the security sensors, many users, especially resi-
dential customers, find such a configuration process daunt-
ing or diflicult. As such, there 1s a need for a simpler and
more eflicient system and method for configuring the secu-
rity sensors within the security system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a security sensor with
configuration buttons in accordance with disclosed embodi-
ments;

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram a security sensor with a
configuration toggle in accordance with disclosed embodi-
ments;

FIG. 3 1s a flow diagram of a method 1n accordance with
disclosed embodiments; and

FIG. 4 1s a block diagram of a system 1n accordance with
disclosed embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

While this invention is susceptible of an embodiment in
many different forms, there are shown in the drawings and
will be described herein in detail specific embodiments
thereol with the understanding that the present disclosure 1s
to be considered as an exemplification of the principles of
the invention. It 1s not mtended to limit the mvention to the
specific 1llustrated embodiments.

Embodiments disclosed herein can include systems and
methods for configuring a security sensor within a security
system. In some embodiments, the security sensor can
include one or more buttons or one or more toggles that can
automatically set a working mode for the security sensor,
such as a total alarm mode or a partial alarm mode. For
example, the total alarm mode can configure the security
sensor to be active when the security system 1s operating
with either an arm-away status or an arm-stay status, and the
partial alarm mode can configure the security sensor to be
active only when the security system i1s operating with the
arm-away status. In some embodiments, the security system
operating with the arm-away status can include activating all
of the security sensors i1n a secured area, and 1 some
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2

embodiments, the security system operating with the arm-
stay status, such as when a homeowner or other authorized
person 1s present within the secured area, can include
deactivating the security sensors located in an internal
portion of the secured area (e.g. motion sensors, internal
security cameras) and activating the security sensors along
a periphery of the secured area or at potential avenues of
ingress 1nto the secured area (e.g. windows, doors, etc.).

In some embodiments, a user can place the security sensor
at a desired location, press a single first button of the one or
more buttons on the security sensor to set the security sensor
to a first working mode, and turn on the security sensor.
Furthermore, 1n some embodiments, the security sensor can
identify the first working mode for the security sensor based
on the first button that was pressed by the user and can
automatically register with a control panel of the security
system 1n accordance with the first working mode.

In some embodiments, the user may reallocate or recon-
figure the security sensor by pressing a second button of the
one or more buttons on the security sensor that 1s difierent
than the first button and resetting the security sensor. For
example, resetting the security sensor can cause the security
sensor to re-register with the control panel in accordance
with a second working mode that corresponds to the second
button (e.g. the security sensor can change from the total
alarm mode to the partial alarm mode). Additionally or
alternatively, the user can add a new security sensor to the
security system by purchasing the new security sensor and
configuring the new security sensor using the one or more
buttons. Additionally or alternatively, the user can remove
the security sensor or the new security sensor from the
security system by pressing an on/oif button on the security
sensor or the new security system.

In some embodiments, the security sensor may include at
least an on/ofl button and a working mode selection 1input on
an exterior of a housing of the security sensor. For example,
the working mode selection input may include a plurality of
buttons, wherein each of the plurality of buttons corresponds
to a respective working mode for the security sensor, or a
toggle switch, wherein each of a plurality of positions of the
toggle switch corresponds to the respective working mode
for the security sensor. The user may activate or deactivate
the security sensor by pressing the on/off button and may
configure the security sensor by pressing or toggling the
working mode selection mput. In some embodiments, the
security sensor may also include an LED indicator or a
display that can shine a light or display text indicative of the
working mode for the security sensor selected by the user.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a security sensor 100 1n
accordance with disclosed embodiments. As shown 1n FIG.
1, the security sensor 100 can include an on/off button 102,
an away button 104, and a stay button 106. User mput
selecting the on/ofl button 102 can activate or deactivate the
security sensor 100, user input selecting the away button 104
can cause the security sensor 100 to register with a control
panel of a security sensor in accordance with a total alarm
mode, and user mput selecting the stay button 104 can cause
the security sensor 100 to register with the control panel of
the security system 1n accordance with a partial alarm mode.
For example, the total alarm mode can cause the security
sensor 100 to be active and detect threats when the control
panel of the security system 1s operating either with an
alarm-away status or an alarm-stay status, and the partial
alarm mode can cause the security sensor 100 to be active
and detect threats only when the control panel of the security
system 1s operating with the alarm-away status.
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Although not illustrated, 1n some embodiments, the secu-
rity sensor 100 can additionally or alternatively include a
display, and in some embodiments the security sensor 100
can additionally or alternatively include a single working
mode selection button. For example, user input selecting the
single working mode selection button can cause the security
sensor 100 to shutlle through a plurality of working modes
available to the security sensor 100, each of which can be
displayed on the display for selection by a user. In some
embodiments, the display may include one or more LEDs,
an LLCD screen, or the like, and 1n some embodiments, the
single working mode selection button may also be displayed
on a touch screen of the display.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram of a security sensor 200 in
accordance with disclosed embodiments. As shown 1n FIG.
2, the security sensor 200 can include an on/oil button 202
and a working mode toggle 208 that can be moved to a total
alarm mode position 210, a partial alarm mode position 212,
or an annex mode position 214. User mput selecting the
on/ofl button 202 can activate or deactivate the security
sensor 200, user input moving the working mode toggle 206
to the total alarm mode position 210 can cause the security
sensor 200 to register with a control panel of a security
system 1n accordance with a total alarm mode, user 1nput
moving the working mode toggle 206 to the partial alarm
mode position 212 can cause the security sensor 200 to
register with the control panel of the security system in
accordance with a partial alarm mode, and user 1nput mov-
ing the working mode toggle 206 to the annex mode position
212 can cause the security sensor 200 to register with the
control panel of the security system 1n an annex zone of a
secured area monitored by the security system. For example,
the user input moving the working mode toggle 206 to the
annex mode position 212 can cause the security sensor 200
to 1instruct the control panel to disassociate the security
sensor 200 from a main zone of the secured area, such as a
home zone, and associate the security sensor 200 with the
annex zone ol the secured area, such as a garage zone. In
some embodiments, while the user input moving the work-
ing mode toggle 206 to the annex mode position 212 can
cause the security sensor 200 to reregister i1ts ambient zone
with the control panel, but such user 1input can refrain from
changing a working mode of the security sensor 200 (e.g. the
security sensor 200 can remain in the total alarm mode
despite changing zones). In some embodiments, the working
mode toggle 206 can have a T-shape (FIG. 2) or be linear.

FIG. 3 1s a flow diagram of a method 300 in accordance
with disclosed embodiments. As seen in FIG. 3, the method
300 can include a security sensor (e.g. 100, 200) powering
on as 1n 302, the security sensor receiving user input and
identifying a button or a position of a toggle selected by the
user mput as 1 304, and the security sensor sending a
registration message to a control panel as 1 306. For
example, 1n some embodiments, the registration message
can 1dentily a working mode of the security sensor that 1s
associated with the button or the position of the toggle
selected by the user mput. Subsequently, the method 300
may include the security sensor registering with the control
panel 1n accordance with the working mode of the security
sensor that 1s associated with the button or the position of the
toggle selected by the user input as 1n 308, and the security
sensor operating in accordance with the working mode as 1n
310.

FI1G. 4 1s a block diagram of a system 400 1n accordance
with disclosed embodiments. As shown 1n FIG. 4, the system
400 can include a security sensor 420 wirelessly communi-
cating with a control panel 430 through a network 440. In

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

some embodiments, the security sensor 420 may 1nclude an
intrusion detector, a fire detector, a gas or carbon monoxide
detector, a surveillance camera, a motion detector, or any
other security sensor as would be known by those of skill 1in
the art.

The security sensor 420 can include one or more buttons
428, a transceiver 422, user mput circuitry 426, control
circuitry 424, one or more programmable processors 424a,
and executable control software 4245 as would be under-
stood by one of ordinary skill in the art. The executable
control software 424b can be stored on a transitory or
non-transitory computer readable medium, including, but
not limited to local computer memory, RAM, optical storage
media, magnetic storage media, tlash memory, and the like.
In some embodiments, some or all of the control circuitry
424, the programmable processor 424aq, and the control
software 424b can execute and control the methods
described herein.

The control panel 430 can also include a transceiver 432,
control circuitry 436, one or more programmable processors
436a, and executable control software 4365 as would be
understood by one of ordinary skill 1n the art. The executable
control software 4365 can be stored on a transitory or
non-transitory computer readable medium, including, but
not limited to local computer memory, RAM, optical storage
media, magnetic storage media, flash memory, and the like.

In some embodiments, the user input circuitry 426 can
receive user mput selecting one or more of the buttons 428,
can 1dentity which of the buttons is selected by the user
input, and can transmit a signal to the control circuitry 424
identifving a working mode associated with the selected
button. In some embodiments, the control circuitry 424, the
programmable processor 424a, and the control software
424b can receirve the signal from the user input circuitry 426
identifying which of the buttons 428 is selected by the user
input and can transmit a registration message to the control
panel 430 through the network 440 1n accordance with the
signal received from the user input circuitry 426. For
example, when the user mput selects a first of the buttons
428, the control circuitry 424, the programmable processor

424qa, and the control software 4245 can transmit a first
registration message to the control panel 430 to cause the
security sensor 200 to register with the control panel 430 1n
accordance with a first working mode, but when the user
mput selects a second of the buttons 428, the control
circuitry 424, the programmable processor 424a, and the
control software 4245 can transmit a second registration
message to the control panel 430 to cause the security sensor
200 to register with the control panel 430 1n accordance with
a second working mode.

Although a few embodiments have been described 1n
detail above, other modifications are possible. For example,
the logic flows described above do not require the particular
order described or sequential order to achieve desirable
results. Other steps may be provided, steps may be elimi-
nated from the described tlows, and other components may
be added to or removed from the described systems. Other
embodiments may be within the scope of the invention.

From the foregoing, 1t will be observed that numerous
variations and modifications may be eflected without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope of the mvention. It 1s to be
understood that no limitation with respect to the specific
system or method described herein 1s intended or should be
inferred. It 1s, of course, intended to cover all such modifi-
cations as fall within the spirit and scope of the invention.
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What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method comprising:

receiving user mnput identifying one of a plurality of
working modes for a security sensor through a user
input device located on the security sensor, wherein the
security sensor communicates with a security system
control panel and detects threats within a secured area
when active;

identifying the one of the plurality of working modes
based on the user 1nput;

transmitting a registration message to the security system
control panel identifying the one of the plurality of

working modes; and
operating 1n accordance with the one of the plurality of

working modes,

wherein a first of the plurality of working modes corre-
sponds to a partial alarm mode that configures the
security sensor to be active when the security system
control panel 1s operating with an arm-away status, and

wherein a second of the plurality of working modes
corresponds to a total alarm mode that configures the
security sensor to be active when the security system
control panel 1s operating with either the arm-away
status or an arm-stay status.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the user mput device
includes one or more physical buttons.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the one or more
physical buttons include an on/off button.

4. The method of claim 2 wherein the one or more
physical buttons include an away button and a stay button.

5. The method of claam 4 wherein the away button
corresponds to the total alarm mode for the security sensor.

6. The method of claim 4 wherein the stay button corre-
sponds to the partial alarm mode for the security sensor.

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the user mput device
includes a physical toggle movable to a plurality of toggle
positions.

8. The method of claim 7 wherein a first of the plurality
ol toggle positions corresponds to the total alarm mode for
the security sensor.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein a second of the plurality
of toggle positions corresponds to the partial alarm mode for
the security sensor.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein a third of the plurality
of toggle positions corresponds to an annex mode for the
security sensor.

11. A security sensor comprising;

a user 1nput device located on an exterior of a housing;

a transceiver 1n communication with a security system

control panel;
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a programmable processor for detecting threats within a
secured area when the security sensor 1s active; and
executable control software stored on a non-transitory
computer readable medium,

wherein the user iput device receives user input 1denti-
fying one of a plurality of working modes for the
security sensor,

wherein the programmable processor and the executable
control software identily the one of the plurality of
working modes based on the user input,

wherein the transceiver transmits a registration message
to the security system control panel identifying the one

of the plurality of working modes,
wherein the programmable processor and the executable

control software operate 1n accordance with the one of
the plurality of working modes,
wherein a first of the plurality of working modes corre-
sponds to a partial alarm mode that configures the
security sensor to be active when the security system
control panel 1s operating with an arm-away status, and

wherein a second of the plurality of working modes
corresponds to a total alarm mode that configures the
security sensor to be active when the security system
control panel 1s operating with either the arm-away
status or an arm-stay status.

12. The security sensor of claim 11 wherein the user input
device includes one or more physical buttons.

13. The security sensor of claim 12 wherein the one or
more physical buttons include an on/off button.

14. The security sensor of claim 12 wherein the one or
more physical buttons include an away button and a stay
button.

15. The security sensor of claam 14 wherein the away
button corresponds to the total alarm mode for the security
SENSOr.

16. The security sensor of claim 14 wherein the stay
button corresponds to the partial alarm mode for the security
SEeNsor.

17. The security sensor of claim 11 wherein the user input
devices includes a physical toggle moveable to a plurality of
toggle positions.

18. The security sensor of claim 17 wherein a first of the
plurality of toggle positions corresponds to the total alarm
mode for the security sensor.

19. The security sensor of claim 18 wherein a second of
the plurality of toggle positions corresponds to the partial
alarm mode for the security sensor.

20. The security sensor of claim 19 wherein a third of the
plurality of toggle positions corresponds to an annex mode
for the security sensor.
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