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There 1s provided a surface texture measuring apparatus in
which a measurement device 1s replaced easily and safely.
A measurement device 1s replaceable by attaching and
detaching the measurement device to and from a drive
mechanism part. The measurement device includes a
bracket, and the bracket includes a first connector for
transmitting and receiving a signal to and from the mea-
surement device and feeding to the measurement device.
The drive mechanism part includes a support frame to which
the bracket 1s detachably attached, and the support frame
includes a second connector electrically connected to the
first connector. The signal 1s transmitted and received
between the first connector and the second connector, and
the first connector 1s fed from the second connector while the
first connector and the second connector are connected.
Insertion and removal between the first connector and the
second connector to attach and detach the measurement
device to and from the drive mechanism part 1s hot swap-
pable.
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SURFACE TEXTURE MEASURING
APPARATUS

INCORPORAITION BY REFERENCE

This application 1s based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese patent application No. 2017-102609,
filed on May 24, 2017, the disclosure of which are incor-

porated herein 1n its entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a surface texture measur-
ing apparatus.

2. Description of Related Art

There 1s a surface texture measuring apparatus that moves
a stylus while bringing the stylus into contact with the
surface of an object to be measured to obtain the shape data

of the object to be measured from the displacement of the
stylus at that time (JP 5733337 B and JP 2017-35359 A).

FIG. 1 15 a perspective view of an appearance of a surface
texture measuring apparatus 10.

The surface texture measuring apparatus 10 includes a
measurement machine main part 20 and a measurement
device 70 that 1s replaceable so as to be attached to and
detached from the measurement machine main part 20.

The measurement machine main part 20 includes a base
30 and a drive mechanism part 40.

The drive mechanism part 40 1s provided so as to stand on
the base 30.

The drive mechanism part 40 includes a Z column 41, a
/. slider 42, a 7 drive mechanism 43, and an X drive
mechanism 30.

The Z column 41 1s provided so as to stand on the upper
surface of the base 30.

The Z slider 42 1s provided so as to be movable 1n the
vertical direction (7 axis direction) along the Z column 41.

The Z drive mechamism 43 1s provided inside the Z
column 41 and moves the 7Z shder 42 in the vertical
direction. As an example of the Z drive mechanism 43, a
feed screw mechanism can be used. For example, a ball
screw shailt 1s provided in parallel to the Z column 41, and
a detent nut member 1s screwed with the ball screw shaft.
Then, the nut member 1s coupled to the Z slider 42.

FIG. 2 shows internal mechanisms of the Z slider 42 and
the measurement device 70.

The X drive mechanism 50 1s provided inside the Z shider
42 and moves the measurement device 70, which 1s sus-
pended and supported under of the Z slider 42, in the X axis
direction.

The X drive mechanism 50 includes, inside the casing of
the Z shider 42, a guide rail 51, an X slider 52, and a feeding
mechanism 53 as shown in FIG. 2. The guide rail 51 1s
provided 1n parallel to the X axis direction. The X slider 52
1s provided so as to be movable 1n the X axis direction along
the guide rail 51. The feeding mechamsm 53 moves the X
slider 52 along the guide rail 51.

The feeding mechanism 33 includes a feed screw shatt 34,
a motor 55, and a transmitting mechanism 56, and rotates the
teed screw shait 54 by the power of the motor 35. A detent
nut member (not shown) 1s screwed with the feed screw
shaft 54, and the nut member 1s coupled to the X slider 52.
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Although not shown, a moving stage may be arranged on
the base.

The measurement device 70 includes a casing 71, a
bracket 72, a measurement arm 75, a stylus 77, and a
displacement detector 78 as shown 1n FIG. 2.

The bracket 72 1s suspended and supported by the X slider
52.

The bracket 72 1s attachable to and detachable from the X
slider 532 by a bolt 73. The bracket 72 supports the mea-
surement arm 73 so that the measurement arm 73 can swing
in the vertical direction (move arcuately) using a rotation

shatt 76 as a fulcrum.

The stylus 77 1s provided at the tip of the measurement
arm 75. The displacement detector 78 detects the amount of
the arcuate movement of the measurement arm 735 (the
amount of displacement in the Z axis direction).

With the above configuration, the measurement device 70
can be moved relatively to an object to be measured by the
drive mechanism part 40.

The measurement device 70 1s moved along a surface to
be measured while the stylus 77 of the measurement device
70 1s being brought into contact with the surface to be
measured. The displacement detector 78 detects the minute
vertical motion of the stylus 77 at this time as the amount of
swinging of the measurement arm 735. The shape data of the
object to be measured 1s thereby obtained.

In FIGS. 1 and 2, an example of the measurement device
70 1s shown, but the measurement device 70 1s available 1n
a variety of types used for various purposes. Such various
measurement devices 70 having different measurement sen-
sitivities (magnifications), measurement strokes, measure-
ment force, or the like are prepared, and a user performs
measurement by replacing the measurement device 70
depending on the purpose.

For example, in FIG. 3, a measurement device (contour
measurement device) 70A 1s attached to the measurement
machine main part 20, and a measurement device (rough-
ness measurement device) 70B 1s supported by a stand 90.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of the measurement device
70.

In FIG. 4, the bracket 72 1s fixed to a hanging frame 60
of the X shider 52 by the bolt 73.

The hanging frame 60 1s fixed to the X slider 52 by screws

61.

FIG. 4 shows that the hanging frame 60 1s detached from
the X slider 52 for the sake of convenience. However, a user
does not normally detach the hanging frame 60 from the X
slider 52, and the hanging frame 60 may be considered as a
part of the X slider 52.

On both sides of the bracket 72, lock/unlock auxiliary
levers 74 are provided. When the lock/unlock auxiliary
levers 74 are opened as shown i FIG. 4, one ends (not
shown) of the lock/unlock auxiliary levers 74 are engaged
with the hanging frame 60, and when the lock/unlock
auxiliary levers 74 are closed as shown i FIG. §, the
lock/unlock auxiliary levers 74 are released from the hang-
ing frame 60.

A procedure for replacing the measurement device 70 1s
briefly described.

In order to replace the measurement device 70, first, the
user turns ofl the power of the measurement machine main
part 20. When the power of the measurement machine main
part 20 1s turned ofl, electric power supply from the mea-
surement machine main part 20 to the measurement device
70 1s stopped, and the power of the measurement device 70
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1s also turned ofl. Then, the user removes the bolt 73 with a
tool (a special wrench or spanner) to release the bracket 72

from the hanging frame 60.

Next, the user supports the measurement device 70 with
one hand while closing the lock/unlock auxiliary levers 74
with the other hand as shown 1n FIG. 5.

While releasing the bracket 72 from the hanging frame 60
by the lock/unlock auxiliary levers 74, the user slowly pulls
out the measurement device 70. Accordingly, the measure-
ment device 70 1s detached from the hanging frame 60.

In order to attach the measurement device 70 to the
measurement machine main part 20, while turning off the
power of the measurement machine main part 20, the user
attaches the measurement device 70 to the X slider 52 by
engaging the bracket 72 with the hanging frame 60. Then,
the user tightens the bolt 73 with a tool (a special wrench or
spanner) to fasten the bracket 72 to the hanging frame 60.
Lastly, the user turns on the power of the measurement
machine main part 20 and restarts the software.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

As described above, 1t has taken a lot of steps and time to
replace a measurement device.

Furthermore, when replacing the measurement device, the
correct order of the procedure 1s very important. It 1s because
the measurement device cannot properly restart if the mea-
surement device 1s replaced with powered on.

In addition, the user 1s required to support the measure-
ment device with one hand while operating the lock/unlock
auxiliary levers with the other hand, but the measurement
device can be unstable when 1t 1s supported with only one
hand.

If the user needs to frequently replace the measurement
device, the measurement efliciency 1s significantly reduced,
and the above replacing bothers the user.

The objective of the present invention i1s to provide a
surface texture measuring apparatus i which a measure-
ment device 1s replaced easily and safely.

A surface texture measuring apparatus i an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention includes:

a measurement device that performs scanning measure-
ment by contacting or without contacting a surface of an
object to be measured; and

a measurement machine main part including a drive
mechanism part that moves the measurement device rela-
tively to the object to be measured.

The measurement device 1s provided so as to be replace-
able by attaching and detaching the measurement device to
and from the drive mechanism part.

The measurement device includes a bracket for attaching
the measurement device to the drive mechanism part.

The bracket includes a first connector for transmitting and
receiving a signal to and from the measurement device and
supplying electricity to the measurement device.

The drive mechanism part includes a support frame to
which the bracket 1s detachably attached. The support frame
includes a second connector electrically connected to the
first connector.

The signal 1s transmitted and recerved between the first
connector and the second connector, and the first connector
1s fed from the second connector while the first connector
and the second connector are connected.

The first connector and the second connector are hot
swappable. That 1s, when the measurement device 1s
attached and detached to and from the drive mechanism part,
they can be inserted and removed with powered on.
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In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the
bracket includes a shaft provided so as to project from an
end face.

The support frame includes an attachment/detachment
detecting sensor that receives the shaft and detects whether
the shaft exists.

The second connector and the first connector are electri-
cally connected when the attachment/detachment detecting
sensor detects that the shaft exists.

The second connector and the first connector are electri-
cally disconnected when the attachment/detachment detect-
ing sensor detects that the shaft does not exit.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the
bracket includes a shait-shaped clamper provided so as to
pierce the bracket.

The clamper 1s provided so as to be rotatable about an axis
and so as not to move forward and backward with respect to
the bracket 1n an axial direction.

The support frame includes a clamp hole for receiving the
clamper.

The clamper and the clamp hole are engaged and disen-
gaged by rotation operation of the clamper.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
either one of the clamper and the clamp hole includes a
spiral groove.

The other one of the clamper and the clamp hole includes
a lock key to be received by the spiral groove.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the
clamper has a tip having a handle as a manual operation
means, and the handle 1s a lever type so as to be held.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a
stand at which the measurement device for replacement
stands by 1s further included, and the stand includes the
support frame.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of an appearance of a surface
texture measuring apparatus;

FIG. 2 1s a diagram showing internal mechanisms of a Z
slider and a measurement device;

FIG. 3 15 a view of a contour measurement device
attached to a measurement machine main part and a rough-
ness measurement device 1 a standby state on a stand;

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view ol a measurement device;

FIG. 5 1s a diagram explaining that the measurement
device 1s being attached and detached while lock/unlock
auxiliary levers are closing;

FIG. 6 15 a perspective view of a first exemplary embodi-
ment;

FIG. 7 1s a view of a back face of a hanging frame;

FIG. 8 1s a view of the back face of the hanging frame
alter removing a protection cover;

FIG. 9 1s a diagram explaining a procedure for detaching
a measurement device from the hanging frame by operating
a handle of a clamper;

FIG. 10 1s a diagram explaining the procedure for detach-
ing the measurement device from the hanging frame by
operating the handle of the clamper;

FIG. 11 1s a diagram explaining the procedure for detach-
ing the measurement device from the hanging frame by
operating the handle of the clamper;

FIG. 12 1s a diagram explaining the procedure for detach-
ing the measurement device from the hanging frame by
operating the handle of the clamper;
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FIG. 13 1s a diagram explaining the procedure for detach-
ing the measurement device from the hanging frame by

operating the handle of the clamper; and
FIG. 14 1s a functional block diagram.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention 1s
illustrated and described with reference to reference signs
assigned to constituent elements 1n the drawings.

First Exemplary Embodiment

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view showing a first exemplary
embodiment.

The first feature 1n the first exemplary embodiment 1s that
the measurement device can be hot-swappable.

The second feature 1n the first exemplary embodiment 1s
that a measurement device 70 can be attached to and
detached from a hanging frame 100 by providing a handle as
a manual operation means at a tip of a clamper 220 and
turning the clamper 200.

In other words, according to the first exemplary embodi-
ment, 1t 1s possible to attach and detach the measurement
device 70 to and from the hanging frame 100 only by a
single operation (turming the clamper 220) without tools.

The replacement mechanism of the measurement device
70 1n the present exemplary embodiment 1s referred to as a
“one-action attachment/detachment mechanism”™.

Hereinafter, the one-action attachment/detachment
mechanmism 1s described.

First, a configuration of the hanging frame 100 1s
described.

Note that, a configuration of a measurement machine
main part 20 may be the same as that 1n Related Art except
for the hanging frame 100 which 1s a support frame, and the
configuration of the hanging frame 100 1s mainly described
below.

In addition, a configuration of the measurement device 70
may be the same as that in Related Art except for a bracket
200, and the configuration of the bracket 200 1s mainly
described below.

In FIG. 6, a face at one side of the hanging frame 100 to
which the bracket 200 1s attached (=Y side) 1s referred to as
a front face of the hanging frame 100, and a face at the other
side (+Y side) 1s referred to as a back face.

Accordingly, FIGS. 7 and 8 show the back face of the
hanging frame 100.

The hanging frame 100 1s provided with a socket 110 of
a connector as a second connector, and the socket 110 1s
connected to a pin connector 210 provided to the measure-
ment device 70 as a first connector.

The hanging frame 100 1s provided with a through hole
piercing the front face though to the back face. The through
hole serves to lock and release the clamper 220, and thus 1s
referred to as a clamp hole 120. A lock key 121 1s provided
inside the clamp hole 120 so as to project.

As shown 1n the cross sections of FIGS. 9 to 11, and 13,
the lock key 121 1s a ball 121 arranged 1nside the clamp hole
120. Here, two balls 121 as the lock key 121 are provided so
as to face each other.

In addition, two support pins 130 are provided on the front
tace of the hanging frame 100 so as to project.

FIG. 7 shows the back face of the hanging frame 100.
FIG. 8 shows a sensor part alter removing a protection cover
140 to be easily seen. As shown in FIG. 8, a U-shaped
photointerrupter 150 1s arranged on the back face of the
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hanging frame 100 so as to sandwich the opening of the
clamp hole 120, and functions as an attachment/detachment
detecting sensor.

The photointerrupter 150 includes a light emitting portion
151 at one end and a light receiving portion 152 at the other
end, and detects whether there 1s an object between the light
emitting portion 151 and the light receiving portion 152. A
detection signal of the photointerrupter 150 1s to be trans-
mitted to an external control unit through a cable 153.

In FIG. 8, a tip 222 A of the clamper 220 projects from the
clamp hole 120. At this time, light from the light emitting
portion 151 1s blocked by the tip 222A of the clamper 220,
and does not reach the light receiving portion 152.

When the light receiving portion 152 does not detect the
light, the measurement device 70 1s connected to the hanging
frame 100. Thus, a low-level signal of the light receiving
portion 152 1s referred to as a connection detection signal.

Next, the bracket 200 1s described.

The pin connector 210 1s provided on the back face of the
bracket 200. When the pin connector 210 1s connected to the
socket 110, the measurement machine main part 20 and the
measurement device 70 are electrically connected, and
power and signals can be exchanged.

The bracket 200 1s provided with the clamper 220.

r

T'he clamper 220 includes a handle 221 and a clamp shatt
222,

The handle 221 1s preferably a lever type for a user to
stably hold 1t. For example, the handle 221 1s preferably the
one which 1s moved up or down by being stably held as
exemplified 1 the present exemplary embodiment rather
than the one that 1s turned with fingers like a thumbturn.
(Needless to say, a thumbturn 1s not excluded.)

The clamp shait 222 is to be inserted into the clamp hole
120 as shown 1n FIGS. 9 to 11, and 13.

The clamp shaft 222 1s provided so as to project from the
front face of the bracket 200 and pierce the back face. Inside
the bracket 200, a pin 230 1s provided toward the clamp shaft
222. The clamp shaft 222 1s provided with a keyway 223 1n
the circumierential direction, and the tip of the pin 230 1s
fitted 1nto the keyway 223 in order for the clamp shait 222
not to come ofl from the bracket 200. That 1s, the clamp shaft
222 1s rotatable, but does not move forward and backward
with respect to the bracket 200 1n the axial direction (the Y
axis direction) (which means relative displacement does not
occur).

A spline groove 224 (spiral groove) 1s provided at the tip
side of the clamp shaft 222.

The spline groove 224 is provided to receive the ball 121
which 1s the lock key 121. By holding the handle 221 and
turning the clamper 220, the engagement of the spline
groove 224 and the ball 121 draws the clamper 220 1n the
clamp hole 120, or pushes the clamper 220 out of the clamp
hole 120. Since two balls 121 are provided, two spline
grooves 224 are provided accordingly.

The bracket 200 1s provided with two support holes 240
that receive the two support pins 130 of the hanging frame
100.

With reference to FIGS. 9 to 12, a procedure for detaching,
the measurement device 70 from the hanging frame 100 by
operating the handle of the clamper 220 1s described.

As shown 1n FIGS. 6 and 7, when the lever of the handle
221 1s horizontal, the bracket 200 of the measurement device
70 1s attached to the hanging frame 100.

This position of the handle 221 (horizontal position) 1s
assumed to be 0°.

When the handle 221 i1s turned by 180° 1n the counter-
clockwise direction and positioned oppositely (at the posi-
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tion of the arrow A i FIG. 6), the bracket 200 of the
measurement device 70 comes off from the hanging frame
100.

This position of the handle 221 1s assumed to be 180°. In
order to attach and detach the measurement device 70 to and

from the hanging frame 100, the user 1s only required to
simply turn the handle 221 by 180°. By turning the handle
221, power supply to the measurement device 70 1s auto-
matically turned on or off by hot swapping. In addition, by
turning the handle 221, the measurement device 70 1s
automatically drawn into the hanging frame 100 or pushed
out of the hanging frame 100.

First, FIG. 9 shows that the bracket 200 of the measure-
ment device 70 1s attached to the hanging frame 100. That
1s, the handle 221 1s at the position of 0°.

The tip 222A of the clamp shait 222 projects from the
clamp hole 120 to be positioned between the photointer-
rupter 150, and blocks the light from the light emitting
portion 151. Accordingly, the photointerrupter 150 can
detect that the measurement device 70 1s attached to the
hanging frame 100.

In addition, the pin connector 210 of the measurement
device 70 1s imserted into the socket 110 of the hanging
frame 100, and power 1s thereby supplied from the mea-
surement machine main part 20 to the measurement device
70, and the signal from the measurement device 70 1s output
to the external control unit through the measurement
machine main part 20.

Here, 1t 1s assumed that the user holds and turns the handle
221 1n the counterclockwise direction to replace the mea-
surement device 70 (FIG. 10). (At this time, the user does
not need to prepare anything for the replacement, such as
turning ofl the power, as described above.) When the user
holds the handle 221 and turns the clamper 220, the clamp
shaft 222 1s pushed out according to the relationship
between the spline groove 224 and the lock key 121(the ball
121).

With reference to FIG. 10, the bracket 200 1s slightly
moved 1n the right direction (=Y direction) together with the
clamper 220.

In the state of FIG. 10, since the handle 221 1s not
suiliciently turned, the tip 222 A of the clamp shatt 222 1s still
between the photointerrupter 150, and the pin connector 210
and the socket 110 are electrically connected.

Now, 1t 1s assumed that the user further turns the handle
221 and that the handle 221 1s turned by 90° (from 0° to 90°)
(FIGS. 11 and 12).

Then, the bracket 200 1s further pushed out together with
the clamp shait 222 according to the relationship between
the spline groove 224 and the lock key 121 (the ball 121).
At this time, the tip 222A of the clamp shaft 222 1s moved
away from between the photoimnterrupter 150, and the light
from the light emitting portion 151 enters the light receiving
portion 152. Then, the photointerrupter 150 detects that the
measurement device 70 1s being detached from the hanging
frame 100. A signal from the light receiving portion 152 at
this time 1s referred to as a “removal detection signal™.

The removal detection signal 1s transmitted to the control
unit through the cable 153, and the control unit instructs,
when receiving the removal detection signal, the measure-
ment machine main part 20 and the measurement device 70
to turn ofl themselves. Accordingly, the measurement
machine main part 20 and the measurement device 70
perform turn-ofl processing. The measurement machine
main part 20 stops power supply to the measurement device
70 first, and then stops its operation.
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On the other hand, when the handle 221 1s turned by 90°
(when the tip of the clamp shaft 222 i1s removed from

between the photointerrupter 150) as shown 1n FIG. 11, the
pin connector 210 and the socket 110 are still electrically
connected.

In other words, the engagement depth of the pin connector
210 and the socket 110 1s longer than the insertion depth of
the tip 222 A of the clamp shait 222 into the photointerrupter
150.

By this time, the power of the measurement machine main
part 20 and the measurement device 70 has been turned off,
and the user 1s only required to pull the measurement device
70 out of the hanging frame 100. At this time, the user does
not intentionally pull out the measurement device 70, but
turther turns the handle 221 by 90° ({rom 90° to 180°) 1n the

counterclockwise direction (1n the direction of the arrow A
in FIG. 6) so as to lift the handle 221. Then, the clamp shaft

222 1s pushed out according to the relationship between the
spline groove 224 and the lock key 121 (the ball 121), and

the measurement device 70 automatically comes off from
the hanging frame 100 (FIG. 13).

Since the user holds and turns the handle 221 in the
counterclockwise direction so as to lift the handle 221 at this
time, the user does not need to worry that the measurement
device 70 falls off when the measurement device 70 1s
removed from the hanging frame 100.

A procedure for attaching the measurement device 70 to
the hanging frame 100 1s the opposite of the above descrip-
tion, and the redundant description 1s omuitted.

In order to attach the measurement device 70 to the
hanging frame 100, as the clamper 220 i1s turned in the
clockwise direction (the direction of the arrow B 1n FIG. 6),
that 1s, from 180° to 90°, and then, from 90° to 0°, the tip
222 A of the clamp shaft 222 1s inserted between the pho-
tomterrupter 150, and a connection detection signal 1s trans-
mitted from the photointerrupter 150 to the control unit. The
control unit turns on, when receiving the connection detec-
tion signal, the power of the measurement machine main
part 20 and the measurement device 70. Since the control
unit 1s electrically connected to the measurement device 70
through the measurement machine main part 20, the control
unit acquires an i1dentification signal of the connected mea-
surement device 70 to automatically start the corresponding
software.

As described above, according to the present exemplary
embodiment, the photointerrupter 150 detects the position of
the tip 222A of the clamp shaft 222, and which enables hot
swapping. Thus, 1t 1s not necessary for the user to turn off the
power, and to terminate and start the software when replac-
ing the measurement device 70. It 1s possible for the user to
casily attach and detach the measurement device 70 by
operating the handle of the clamper 220, and to simply
replace the measurement device 70 without tools (a special
wrench and spanner).

Since the user attaches and detaches the measurement
device 70 while stably holding the lever which 1s the handle
221, that 1s, the user replaces the measurement device 70
while supporting the measurement device 70 with both
hands, the user barely need to worry about an accident that
the measurement device 70 falls off at the replacement or the

like.

Modification 1

In the above exemplary embodiment, the one-action
attachment/detachment mechanism 1s provided to the hang-
ing frame 100 and the bracket 200 that couple the measure-
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ment machine main part 20 to the measurement device 70.
Furthermore, 1t 1s preferable that the one-action attachment/
detachment mechanism 1s also provided to a stand 90. It has
taken a lot of steps to attach and detach the standby
measurement device 70 to and from the stand 90 in the

conventional technique, although there 1s no need to turn off

the power.

In this point, 11 the one-action attachment/detachment
mechanism described 1n the above exemplary embodiment
1s also provided to the stand 90 (that 1s, the above hanging
frame 100 1s arranged on the stand 90), 1t 1s possible to easily
attach and detach the measurement device 70 to and from the
stand 90 only by operating the handle of the clamper 220.

Furthermore, 1t 1s possible to energize the measurement
device 70 which 1s standing by on the stand 90.

As shown 1n the functional block diagram of FI1G. 14, not
only the measurement machine main part 20 but also the
stand 90 1s provided with a feeding power supply 91 and a
teeding switch 92 for the measurement device 70B. Then, by
turning on or oil the feeding switch 92 according to an
attachment/detachment detection signal from the photoint-
errupter 150, it 1s possible to energize the standby measure-
ment device 70B. This produces an eflect that there 1s no
need to wait for a warm-up time of a measurement device
after replacement. Thus, it 1s possible to easily replace a
measurement device 1 a shorter time, and to significantly
improve the measurement efliciency.

Note that, the present invention 1s not limited to the above
exemplary embodiment and can be appropriately modified
without departing from the scope of the invention.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A surface texture measuring apparatus comprising:

a measurement device configured to perform scanmng
measurement by contacting or without contacting a
surface of an object to be measured; and

a measurement machine main part including a drive
mechanism part that moves the measurement device
relatively to the object to be measured, the measure-
ment device being provided so as to be replacable by
attaching and detaching the measurement device to and
from the drive mechanism part, wherein

the measurement device comprises a bracket for attaching
the measurement device to the drive mechanism part,
the bracket including a first connector for transmitting
and receiving a signal to and from the measurement
device and feeding to the measurement device,

the drive mechanism part comprises a support iframe to
which the bracket 1s detachably attached, the support
frame including a second connector electrically con-
nected to the first connector,
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the signal 1s transmitted and received between the first
connector and the second connector, and the first con-
nector 1s fed from the second connector while the first
connector and the second connector are connected, and
the first connector and the second connector are hot
swappable when the measurement device 1s attached
and detached to and from the drive mechanism part.
2. The surface texture measuring apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein
the bracket includes a shait provided so as to project from
an end face,
the support frame 1includes an attachment/detachment
detecting sensor that receirves the shaft and detects
whether the shaft exists,
the second connector and the first connector are electri-
cally connected when the attachment/detachment
detecting sensor detects that the shaft exists, and
the second connector and the first connector are electr-
cally disconnected when the attachment/detachment
detecting sensor detects that the shaft does not exat.
3. The surface texture measuring apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein
the bracket includes a shaft-shaped clamper provided so
as to pierce the bracket,
the clamper 1s provided so as to be rotatable about an axis
and so as not to move forward and backward with
respect to the bracket 1n an axial direction,
the support frame includes a clamp hole for receiving the
clamper, and
the clamper and the clamp hole are engaged and disen-
gaged by rotation operation of the clamper.
4. The surface texture measuring apparatus according to

claim 3, wherein
cither one of the clamper and the clamp hole 1includes a
spiral groove, and
the other one of the clamper and the clamp hole includes
a lock key to be received by the spiral groove.
5. The surface texture measuring apparatus according to
claim 3, wherein
the clamper has a tip having a handle as a manual
operation means, and
the handle 1s a lever type so as to be held.
6. The surface texture measuring apparatus according to
claim 1, further comprising:
a stand at which the measurement device for replacement
stands by, wherein
the stand includes the support frame.
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